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Edited by Andrew Oliver 


“He was a man of fair learning, and more than 
average accomplishment; not at all intolerant of opinions 
at issue with his own; in religion a Dissenter of the 
class still prevalent in New England; in his tastes 
scholarly and refined, not ill read in general literature, 
prone to social enjoyments, a reasonably good critic of 
what he saw,—altogether an excellent example of the 
class of men out of whom the fathers and founders of that 
great republic sprang ...’—CHARLES DICKENS, in 
summing up the character of Samuel Curwen 


This unabridged two-volume edition of Samuel 
Curwen’s journal supersedes the only version pre- 
viously available to historians: a fragmentary and 
inaccurate mid-nineteenth-century work published 
by George Atkinson Ward, which nevertheless ‘was 
celebrated by Charles Dickens. 

Andrew Oliver, combining painstaking documen- 
tation with an abundance of illustrations, provides 
a colorful, complete work which ranks as a valuable 
source of English social history from 1775 to 1784. 
It was during these years that Curwen, a Salem 
merchant, after fleeing from the harassment incurred 
by his loyalist activities, migrated to England and 
kept this journal. A man small in size, physically 
timid, mentally brave, and remarkably injudicious, 
Curwen felt that he was “unhappily though un- 
justly ranked” as a tory. Thus his observations and 
thoughts are useful in understanding the attitudes 
and experiences of the loyalist exiles. 

Set primarily in England and sparked throughout 
with engaging reports on personalities, places, and 
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Exhibiting all the 
DIRIECTAND Principat CROSS 
ROADS 
With the Diftances in meafured Miles. 





Printe¢ for the Proprietor CARINGTON BOWLES ,N°69 
in im Pauls Church Yard, LONDON. 


Overleaf: Portion of Bowles’s map 
of England and Wales, 1782. 
This map, published in 1782, 

shows the routes of Curwen’s travels. 
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1779 


January ist, 1779. A delightful day, wind N.W. Visited Mr. E. and 
by invitation passed P.M. and evening there.’ 


2. Fresh air, wind brisk and cold. Attended Mr. Arden’s 1oth lecture 
on optics and organization of the eye which he dissected. My trunk 
arrived, by order, from Bristol. Passed p.m. and evening in examining 
Contents.” 


3. Fresh, dry air, raw and cold. Sunday, Mint Meeting House, Mr. 
Hogg preached, text “No Servant can serve two Masters &c.”’ Carried 
violent headach to Church and brought a worse home, on that score 
kept within the remainder of day. 


4. Fair, clear, wind N. and cold. Nights since arrival of new year 
extream. Attended last lecture, being on Fixt air. Lecturer’s manner 
not clear nor answering my expectations so that in commercial lan- 
guage I’ve not had my pennorth for my penny. A letter from W.C., 
London, inclosing blank receipt. Reinclosed and sent back. 


5. Weather moderate, within all day. Mr. Smith from Sidmouth 
passed evening and lodged with me.* 


6. Cloudy, dull, moderate, wind E. Being engaged, I persuaded Mr. 
Smith to accompany me to Venerable, old friend Mr. Micajah Tow- 
good. Passed p.Mm., drank tea, and part of evening. 


7. Fair, cool but pleasant. a.m. walk to H[arry] T[relawney]. By 
Mr. Pitfield’s advice I took an emetic, which obliged me to decline 
Mr. Davis’s invitation to dinner. Attended by shopman who plyed 
me with strong camomile Tea that in 4o minutes evidenced its 
efficiency, leaving for remainder of evening, the following night 
and next morn a nausea, and one or two small cascades. 

1. A brief note to Joseph Waldo advising that his trunk had not yet arrived, but 
with a postscript that it had just arrived “to my no small content,” and a new year’s 
greeting to Isaac Smith announcing that the fate of their lottery tickets was the re- 
covery of a little more than half their cost. 

z. A note to Mr. Timmins acknowledged the result of the lottery. 


3. To William Cabot a word of thanks for getting the two guineas to Ebenezer 
West. 


518 January 1779 EXETER 


8. Fresh, cold wind E. Mr. Pitfield called in a.m. At Meridian visited 
Mr. Weymouth. p.m. at Mr. Nations, invited to tea. 


9. Morn Fair, p.m. cloudy, sharp air, wind E.S. Mr. Smith visited me 
and acquainted me that my last winters youngest Landlady, who was 
a violent Antiministeralist was or had been in great perplexity lest in 
me they had harboured a traitor or Spy of Lord North’s, seeing me 
write much, and receive frequent letters and packets. Alass did or had 
they really known the inoffensive harmless inactive animal they 
lodged, all fearful apprehensions would entirely vanish and be no 
more. Maidenish fears, and ignorance of mankind prevent due exercise 
of reason, raise phantoms in the imagination, and give hideous, uncouth 
and monstrous appearances to plain, simple just actions. Strange that I 
should never have heard of this foolish groundless slander though 
Circulated here it seems for 24 years or even since my first residence 
here, and by many believed to this day, as I am informed by Mr. 
Cross’s family to whom I related the foregoing this p.m. by way of 
jest. Drank tea and past p.M. there. 


10. Cloudy and sharp air. Sunday, at Mint Meeting House, Mr. 
Hogg preached, text “Look down from Heaven, and behold Gc.” 
P.M. “But the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” 


11. Fresh sharp air, peircing cold. At Molls Coffee House. Mr. 
FE. entered and took me off to his house where I passed P.M. and Eve- 
ning. Nancy just returned from Bristol after a long visit. 


12. As yesterday, wind E. An early walk. p.m. to St. Thomas’s, 
after, David Hill to see Mr. P[earce] who was absent. Passed P.M. 
and evening at Mrs. Nations at quadrille. Supt on an excellent bread 
pudding her friendly heart had provided knowing it was a favorite 
dish with me. 


13. Cloudy dull morn, wind N.E., still sharp air, sun in and out. 
P.M. visited by Mr. E. and Bretland with whom walkt to Luccom’s 
gardens, his conversation on Fluxions, as far beyond my knowledge 
as creation. Passed evening and supt at Mr. Parminter’s. Played with 
Company at quadrille. 


14. Air greatly moderated, wind N.E., cloudy at Meridian. Vis- 
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ited Mr. Merevail with Mr. Smith and together invited to dine on 
Monday. Drank tea at Mr. Morgans by invitation. Evening at home. 


15. A short visit at Mr. E. with Mr. Smith and invited for next 
Monday. Dined at Mr. Merevail’s where we drank tea. Evening at 
home. 


16. Early walk to St Thomas’s. p.m. at my friend Mr. Bretlands 
reading Hartley’s letter concerning measures of Administration dur- 
ing American quarrel, laying whole blame &c. Drank tea at Mr. Hoggs 
who being bound to London gave directions to about a watch case he 
carrys to Mr. Timmins there to be mended. Evening at home. 


17. Sunday, at Mint Meeting House, Mr. Smith preached, text “But 
God who is rich in mercy.” p.m. Mr. Hogg “My meditation of them 
shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord.” Past evening at Mr. Crosses 
with Mr. Smith who by desire read the sermon preached in morning 
and made a prayer.* 


18. Within till Meridian. Dined at Mr. Parminter’s, drank tea and 
supt at Mr. E., returned home between 12 and 1. Mr. Smith lodged 
with me. 


19. Till Meridian at home. Drank tea at Mr. Withers with Mr. 
Withers with Mr. Smith, past evening at Mrs. Bretlands, staid tll 1 
o’clock. Shut out nor could gain admittance till by a sad racket at 
door disturbed them. This determines my removal. 


20. No apology, nor any notice of last night’s entertainment from 
Landlord or Lady confirms me in abandoning present Lodgings. 
Within all day, except a short Meridian walk. Visited by Mr. Bret- 
land and E.°® 


21. PM walkt out and engaged new lodgings at a Miss Broad- 
meads Milliner opposite Guildhall in Forestreet. Visited Mr. Bret- 
lands aunt. Received an invitation for tomorrow eve at Mr. Horn- 
seys, same Company as 2 years preceding same season. 


22. At Breakfast gave Landlady notice of intentions to remove in a 
week A.M. and P.M. walk. Evening as invited at Mr. Hornseys with 
4. A long letter to Mr. Timmins, often illegible, relating to lottery tickets, his 


trunks, and business matters. 
5. A follow-up letter to William Cabot about the usual blank receipt. 
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Parsons Manning and Tozier, Lady and son, a new years feast. Played 
at Loo. 


23. A.M. walk, borrowed of a Mr. Tucker last Remembrancer, 
containing list of refugees banisht by act of Massachusetts Govern- 
ment, specifying only 4 of 13 of Salem Vizt. W [illiam] B[rowne], 
B[enjamin] P[ickman], S[amuel] P[orter], J[ohn] S[argent] trader. 
Omission of my name affords no comfort fearing it to operate 
disadvantageously here, being a dependant on the bounty of the 
Court. Evening at home reading Hartley’s® Letters to his Constituents 
at Kingston on Hull on views of Administration wherein he’s very 
severe in his reflections. 


This book ends 23 January 1779. 


JOURNAL NO. 8 


BEGAN [2]4TH JANUARY 1779 


1779 January 24. Within till p.m. Sunday, at Mint Meeting House 
Mr. Peckford preached, text ““Whom have I in Heaven but Him, and 


there is none on earth I desire besides Thee.” 


25. Received a letter from W.C., London, inclosing bill to no small 
joy. P.M. and evening at Mr. E., played quadrille.’ 


26. Mr. E. seeming to wish to change his lodgings Mr. Bretland and 
I visited an house in Churchyard for him. After, walkt with my friend 
an hour in Cathedral. Visited by ———— who abode 2 hours. Past 
evening at Mr. Bretland in chat. 


27. Visited Miss White, invited by Counsellor to dine. Passed an 


6. David Hartley the younger (1732-1813), M.P. for Hull, acted as unofficial 
agent for Lord North, knew Franklin in England, and opposed the American war 
in Parliament. He wrote Letters on the American War (London 1778-1779), ad- 
dressed to his constituents. “The road,” he wrote, “is still open to mutual reconcilia- 
tion between Great Britain and America.” 

7. To William Cabot, Curwen wrote acknowledging the “bill,” discussing the 
“banishment act of Massachusetts Bay” and the price of making shirts, which was 3/ 
but “bought at the Asylum you may have them made at 2/ or perhaps under by the 
little maidens there.” 
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hour at Mr. Nations, in evening with Mr. Bretland in Churchyard.® 


28. Walkt on Hayne Bank alone. p.m. and evening at Mr. E. by 
invitation. 


29. Moved bag and baggage to Misses Broadmeads, at Meridian 
walkt with Mr. Bretland on Friars and Norney. Eve home. 


30. This day in Church of England language Charles’s Martyrdom. 
Attended Archdeacon Hole® of Barnstaple, text “I will set Egypt’s 
armies against Egyptians, and they shall fight every one against his 
brother, and every one against his neibour, and every city against a 
city, and kingdom against kingdom, and Spirit of Egyptians shall fail 
in midst thereof.” A furious high tory address to thin Audience. 
Sorry I am to have forgotten some high coloured party expressions. 
Some reverend minds are never to be softened into Christian temper, 
so much the greater pity. 


31. Sunday, attended at usual place, usual preacher, text “Thou has 
commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently.” p.m. text “Let us walk 
honestly in day; not in rioting and drunkenness nor in chambering 
and wantonness.”” My 2 Landladys drank Coffee with me. 


February 1. A.M. within, Meridian walk on Norney and Friars with 


Mr. Bretland. Visited by Mr. E. Evening with Landlord at tredille.? 


8. To Isaac Smith at Sidmouth, he passed on briefly the latest war news: “true or 
false you shall have it as it passes current here amongst us.” 

g. Archdeacon William Hole (d. 1791), of Barnstaple, a canon of Exeter Cathedral 
and father of Richard Hole (1746-1803), the poet and antiquary. 

1. To Isaac Smith, Curwen established that he was not a Jacobite: “I hope your 
New England Toryism will not end in English Jacobitism, as your date seems to 
indicate. Curiosity led me last Saturday [30 Jan., the Martyrdom of the Blessed 
Charles I] to the cathedral, where if they are a reliable [1 word] the sufferings of 
the presumed martyr were [7 word], your ears would have been chimed [?] to the 
archdeacon’s staff’s encomium on him and your liberal breast fired with indignant 
rage at his [7 word]. But really, when I see the solemn mockery of a pulpit clothed 
in black, the staves of the city offices covered with the same gr[illegible] material, 
no music in the service of that day, which generally constitutes so essential a part of 
church worship, God most ernestly entreated not to lay this miscalled murder to the 
charge of the nation, and requires blood at their hands, who to compass his own 
tyrannous purposes would have and really did involve the whole Island and Ireland 
in confusion, carnage, and destruction, and further that nothing less than the blood of 
the Son of God can expiate this (in the Church language) inhuman and execrable (but 
I must affirm justly deserved) murder, I [continue?] to wish government would lay 
aside a service which insults common sense in a mere religious grimace, and which 
all liberal minds justly despise. Were you to have seen the pitiful and thin company, 
you would have wagered odds that they were hired wretches merely to save ap- 
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2. Meridian walk on Friars. Drank tea and passed time till 12 
o'clock at Mr. Eveleighs house. 


3. Meridian walk with 3 worthy Gentlemen in Cathedral, conver- 
sation on Silas Deanes? letters. If his suggestions are well founded that 
Lees* are Miscreants that deserve contempt, no case is so bad as to 
justify treachery. p.M. walk to H. Trelawney with Samuel Cross Jr. 
Drank tea with Miss Tremlet by invitation, a maiden Lady of excel- 
lent sense. Eve at home. 


4. Received back watch case from Mr. Timmins at London. Writes 
Tickets of last year not be paid off some months. Artful sharping con- 
trivance, a former prize ticket as yet irrecoverable from Molesworth 
office. Received a letter from Mr. Smith. Evening walk in Church 
yard, remainder at home at picquet. 


y. Meridian walk, p.m. at Moll’s Coffee House, drank tea and eve- 
ning at Mr. E., played quadrille. 


6. Within till p.m. and eve at Mr. Mannings per invitation. 


7. Sunday at usual place and preacher, text “With him also that 1s 
of an humble and contrite spirit.” p.m. Venerable Mr. Towgood 
preached, text “That if the word spoken by Angells was steadfast and 
every transgression and disobedience received @c.” a serious good 
discourse. Drank tea at Mr. Bretlands, staid till 7 o’clock. 


g. Low spirits as for several days. Solitary walk to Countess Ware 


pearances.” Curwen eloquently displayed a still common “liberal” prejudice, grounded 
in historical ignorance, against the Church of England’s position with respect to the 
“Blessed Charles, the Martyr.” It is late in history to remind the curious that the 
cornerstone of the Church of England, next to the Bible, was the Book of Common 
Prayer and that if Charles had sacrificed his religious principles (regardless of the 
human failings he shared with most of his subjects) and bowed to the Presbyterians 
and other dissenters, sacrificing the Book of Common Prayer, he could have saved 
his head. Let who will cast the first stone; Charles lost his head not for his mis- 
demeanors but for his Christian principles. 

2. Silas Deane (1737-1789), member of Connecticut legislature, Continental Con- 
gress, one of the American commissioners in Paris. To defend his conduct in Europe 
against the attack by Arthur and William Lee, he published in the Pennsylvania 
Packet, 5 Dec. 1778, an address, intended as the first of a series of letters, “To the 
Free and Virtuous Citizens of America.” 

3. Arthur Lee (1740-1792), one of four Virginia brothers prominent in the Revo- 
lution, a joint commissioner with Adams and Franklin in Paris. William Lee, another 
brother, became a merchant in London and a follower of John Wilkes, in 1773 being 
elected a sheriff of London. 
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Bridge. p.M. and evening at Mr. E. at quadrille, Commerce, and Vingt 
un. 


8. Omitted. Called out by Mr. Bretland to a Meridian walk on 
Norney. p.m. Mr. E. called. Eve with Mr. Bretland in Churchyard. 


10. Fast day appointed by Proclamation. Ydob dredosid koot 


evitaxal yrautcele, confined within sirevef and evitsoc. 


zz. Taken a great cold, noitisopsidni sniamer. Meridian walk. 


Visited by Mr. E., eve walk with Mr. Bretland. 


12. A.M. Walk, visited Mr. Parminter, visited by Mr. E. and invited 
to his house where passed p.m. and evening. Mr. Pitfield called, advises 
a gnildoc teid and on enicdem. 


13. A.M. within, P.M. short walk. Mr. Bretland visited me. 


14. Sunday at usual place, Mr. Cornish preached, text “Therefore 
the world knoweth not, because it knew him not.” p.m. confined by a 


cold. 


15. Meridian walk. p.m. at Molls Coffee House, eve at Mr. E. Walkt 
out with family through Forestreet to see illumination and crowds 
assembled on account of Admiral Keppells acquittal* by Court 
Marshal at Portsmouth in a charge of Sir Hugh Palliser which says 
Partizans Sir H’s disobedience to orders and signals prevented his tak- 
ing the Brest Squadron of superior force. This trial afforded an 
occasion to enquire into Admiral’s conduct, the result is highest appro- 
bation and applause. City of London has been foremost in their 
congratulation and have presented him with freedom of City, voted 
their thanks for his bearing and conduct and almost every city and 
town has followed their example. Sentence of Court Marshal is that 
Charge is malicious and ill founded, that so far from doing [7 word] 
service to Estate, he behaved as became a brave and experienct Officer. 
The Judge Advocate, therefore, declared, that the Court do honour- 
ably acquit the said Augustus Keppell. From thence he was attended to 
House by Dukes of Cumberland, Portland, Lord Essingham, and other 
Nobility. Town of Portsmouth illuminated and almost every city and 
great town to show respect, say his party, to this illustrious injured 


4. Hutchinson records the celebrations in London. Hutchinson, ed., Diary, 2:242- 
244. 
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Admiral. Scarce greater rejoycings since release of Seven Bishops, 
from whence, they added, when the wicked triumph the nation 
mourns, but when rights are exalted the people rejoyce. 


16. Meridian walk in Churchyard and Norney with Mr. Bretland. 
p.M. to Alphington by myself. Remainder of p.m. and evening at 
home alone. Llewnu evitsoc tibah, toh ni smlap fo sdnah and selos fo 
tef, yrev gnissertsid. 


17. Commences Shrovetide Friday in this City. Meridian p.m. and 
even walk. At Library read a catalogue of Books and rules. Taeh and 
evitsoc tibah seunitnoc. 


18. Agreeableness of air drew me out to an early walk of an hour on 
Friars. Meridian walk there, p.m. on Hayne bank, even Churchyard. 


19. Early walk to Livery dale. Meridian on Norney with Mr. B. and 
E. and a great deal of Company. P.M. solitary walk over Cowley 
bridge through Exwick, fatigued. Even at home alone. Air uncom- 
monly mild and pleasant.° 


20. J. Russell called on me, took me to London Inn and dined with 
him. Passed p.m. and evening with me. Informed that Samuel Conant 
was taken going to Cadiz and brought in to Bristol, said friends and 
wife well. She carries on business unmolested. In December last, that 
twas debated in Massachusetts Assembly whether my name should be 
inserted in Exclusion bill, and carried in my favour by a small majority 
after warm opposition. 


21. Sunday at Mint Meeting House, Mr. Hogg preached, text 
“When I thought to know this, it was too powerful for me, &c.” In 
P.M. text “With whom also that is of a contrite and humble spirit @c.’”® 


22. Meridian walk, p.m. at Molls Coffee House. Drank chocolate 
and past even at Mr. E. 


5. Curwen wrote Isaac Smith a long letter full of his own ill health, local elections, 
and some news of his countrymen: “Jemmy Russell is now for this day with me on 
his way to Dartmouth . . . Sam Conant is now in London, having been taken in a 
vessel bound with timber to Cadiz and carried into Bristol and designs seemingly for 
America ... Be kind enough to endeavor to sell my saddle and bridle for 30/, 29/, 28/, 
or 27/ if no more can be got for it.” 

6. To Mr. “to the care of Lane Son and Frazer,” referring to his own 
situation in relation to Salem and the banishment act and asking for news. The entry 
in the letter book concludes: “Received no answer.” 
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23. Meridian and p.m. walk. Evening at Mr. Bretlands. 
24. P.M. walk alone, evening same. 


25. Visited Mr. Towgood who repeated his invitation to more 
frequent visits; p.M. Mr. E. called. Drank tea with Misses Broadmeads 
below, our Company Miss Tremlet. Even at great Meeting House, Sir 
Harry Trelawney preached, text “If any man trust himself that he is 
Christs, let him of himself think &c.,” an excellent considered dis- 
course, fine sentiment, elegance and a Christian spirit, to a large Assem- 


bly. 


26. A.M. walk, p.m. drank tea at Mrs. Nations. A letter from Mr. 


Smith. 


27. Went to Topsham on foot distant 4 miles, a fine turnpike. Mr. E. 
called and took me to his house where passed P.M. and evening. 


28. Sunday, usual place, Mr. Hogg, text “Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us.” p.m. Sir Harry Trelawney: “Consider the lillies of the 
field, how they grow,” an elegant, instructive discourse, a full house, 
only sight I ever had before. Numbers at fully 1 score 100. In evening 
same preacher, at great Meeting House, text “There be many that say, 
who will shew us any good,” discourse as useful and to a crouded 
Audience. 


March 1. Meridian walk on Norney with Mr. Bretland, Peckford, 
Morgan and Merevail; with latter of whom I dined on boild ‘Turkey 
and oyster sauce, mock turtle richly seasoned, saddle of mutton, and a 
smoaked bears tongue, rich pudding, tarts and clouted cream [2 
words.| Morrelli cherries soakt in brandy, apples, port, Madeira and 
Florence. Past p.m. and evening, played at Commerce, Company at 
table 8 persons. 


2. A.M. visited Mr. Bretland. p.m. with him at Luccums of Ardens. 
Drank tea at Mr. Morgans with Company. Evening at home. 


3. 2 days since received letter from Mr. T., London. Passed p.m. 
and evening at Mr. E.* 
1. A letter to John Timmins discussed the effect of the omission of Curwen’s 


name from the banishment act, and also expressed his disappointment at James Mc- 
Donogh’s inability to pay certain protested bills. 
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4. A.M. at Castle attending a trial of Lunacy by Commission from 
Chancellor, who by law is the Common Guardian of Minors &c. The 
case is this: a Mrs. Stokes of 85 years old is periodically seized with a 
fever which is attended with deliriousness of a month to 2 months 
duration in interval mute sana. This lady resides with a son in law Sir 
John Davy; the immediate descendant in the oldest line of him who 
was about 110 years since taken from Connecticut in narrow to 
affuent circumstances and brought home here with a title. The Elder 
Dauter whose home is made with her husband has made this public 
and cruel attack on a parent, who had a right to have expected very 
different treatment, having formerly shown great partiality to her 
own disadvantage from this dauter and her husband, but selfishness 
and ingratitude know no obligations. 


s. Meridian walk with a Mr. Rogers, a visitant and friend of the E. 
family to Fords gardens, Cleves, Exwich and over Cowley Bridge 2 
hours in performing; at Coffee House and Hotel, drank tea at Mrs. 
Upjohns with Miss Carsluck, even at home. 


6. With younger Landlady walkt to Topsham, twas delightful, 
meeting Mr. R[ussell], he accompanied us. Returned back at 2. P.M. 
Mr. E. called on me. Evening at home.? 


7. Sunday. Mr. Hogg preached and officiated, it being Communion 
day. Text “These all died in faith having received the promise &c.” A 
sad nervous head ach detained me within remainder of day. 


8. Confined, head ach continues. Mr. E. called, even at cribbage. 


g. A.M. walk to Luccums gardens, walking abroad most part of day. 
Eve at home. 


10. Early a.m. walk; p.m. and drank tea at Mr. Towgoods. 


11. Early a.m. walk. p.m. with Mr. Bretland. Evening the two 
Misses Broadmeads with me. 


12. Early a.m. walk, nervous head ach. Being invited to tea as 
yesterday by Mrs. Hornsey her husband called to defer it till tomor- 


2. Another letter to an unidentifiable person discussing the banishment act. 
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row. [his day engaged walk to Heavy Tree with Mr. Bretland over 
Pym hill, on summit is an extensive view of river Exe from its Mouth, 
Fxeter, Village and neibouring fields. Caught in a shower. 


13. P.M. drank tea at Mrs. Hornsey. Even Mr. Smith with me from 
Sidmouth. 


14. Sunday at Mint Meeting House, Mr. Smith, text “He hath 
shewed Thee O Man! What is good &c.”’ Supt on Pheasant at Mr. 
Parminters. 


15. Assize week, Judges Hotham and Perryn arrived, being escorted 
in by Sheriff Newcomb and his train, drest in blew. Attended at the 
Guildhall in order to hear Commission read, noise and croud effec- 
tively prevented hearing one distinct sentence! ‘Iwas hurried over in 
alow Voice. p.m. with Mr. Smith visited Mr. E. family. 


16. Meridian Walk. p.m., Mr. and Mrs. Parminter, Mrs. and Miss 
Bretland and Mr. Smith passed p.m. and evening with me, supt and 
departed at 12 o’clock. 


17. Attended a tryal at common pleas in Castle a.m. In P.M. re- 
turned with Mr. Rogers who pusht in. I stood attempting in vain for 
an hour, discouraged departed. Returned again having crouded in 
among rabble but being singled out by a rude fellow was pushed out 
with a Damn you, you shant stay here. This repulse totally defeated 
my purpose, and sent me off for good and all. Eve at home. Returning 
back I overtook a large croud hallowing having blew cockades in 
their hats with an old Man at their head, streamers flying at the end of 
long sticks and parading through streets; on enquiry found it was a 
triumph on a victory gained over the parish priest in a tythe Case. I 
am told ’tis a customary practice. 


18. P.M. walk. 
19. Within till evening. p.m. and evening at Mr. E. 
20. Confined all [day] by head ach. 


21. Same nervous pain confined me this day. Misses Broadmead 
drank tea and passed evening with me. 
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22. Within all day. Evening at quadrille in Misses Broadmead’s 
rooms with Somersetshire Lady. 


23. Fine air, a.M. walking. Dined at Mr. Crosses. Walkt him, sons, 
dauters and another female to Ide. In our route saw a large tree having 
in its stock an hollow retaining water in greatest drought. Returned at 
6 o'clock. Drank tea and passed evening at Misses E. 


24. Mr. E. called and took me to Fords seed and flower shop on 
further side of new Bridge, Accompanied him to visit Mr. Towgood. 
p.M. at home. A letter from Mr. Smith, and Mrs. Hay acquainting me 
she had forwarded my last to my wife, enclosed to her. 


25. Walkt to Luccoms gardens with Misses Broadmead and after to 
Heavy Tree with Mr. Bretland. 


26. Customary walk, drank tea at Mr. Nations. Set up till near 3 
o'clock ’'m ashamed to say for what.? 


27. Within all a.m. and in p.m. at Moll’s Coffee House. Received a 
letter from W.C., London enclosing Capt. Cordis to me wherein 
acquaints me that being captured he threw a letter from my wife to me 
and others overboard, a mortifying circumstance but prudent 
measure; these from my family and friends are very rare. Visited by 
and visited Mr. E. family, drank tea and passed even there without 
invitation. 


28. Sunday, at Mint Meeting House, Mr. Hogg preached, text 
“But one thing is needful and Mary had chosen that good part which 
shall not be taken away from her.” p.m. at St. Martin’s Church, 
Carrington junior preached, text, “For he hath made him to be sin for 
us who know no sin &c.” 


29. Wrote letters to Capt. Cordis, W.C., I.S. Meridian walk, p.m. 
and evening at home.* 


3. A brief note of acknowledgment to Isaac Smith of a favor, dated in error 26 
Dec. 

4. To Capt. Joseph Cordis, Curwen wrote: “Your short letter gave me both 
pleasure and pain. I had, before, heard of your misfortune. That misfortune, however, 
is a very common event, now a days, which consideration, though it doth not restore 
lost property, in some degree abates the force of [z word] evils. I wish it was in 
my power to afford you relief of any kind, but my untoward condition renders me 
insufficient in every way, even to my own comfort. Unhappy alternative I took in 


EXETER March-April 1779 529 


30. Meridian walk on Friars with Mr. Bretland. p.m. and evening 
Misses Broadmead with me, passed cheerful! 


31. 3d day since invited to dine at Mr. E. as on this day. p.m. walkt 
with 3 Ladies of family to Heavy Tree Churchyard. Copied off 3 
Epitaphs. Evening at cards, remarkably unlucky. Received a letter 
from J.R. acquainting me of his success in a letter of marque, estimates 
his gain; Tis well if he don’t overreckon, shall be glad for the young 
man and friends sake, hope he’ll make a worthy use of what he may 
gain. 


April 1. Meridian walk on Hayne bank. p.m. with Company there, 
one asking me if I knew the description of a whig as distinguished 
from a tory replied “a Whig can smell a turd at a distance, a Tory not 
till his nose is in it.” p.m. visited by Mr. E. 


2. Being good friday attended at Cathedral, Canon More preacht, 
text “We preach Christ Crucified,” a most excellent sermon, as his 
always are, being called Bishop Keppells Sermon writer, which is not 
judging a writer. p.m. at Molls Coffee House. Walkt with Mr. E., 
returning home to write to Doctor Russell at Antigua’ to send off by 


April 1775 with painful regret that Country I left; ’'m sensible, had I continued there, 
I should, in the stormy voyage of 4 years, the duration of my present banishment, 
have been constrained to have submitted to many an indignant mortifying concession, 
many an outrageous cruel blast which might, perhaps, have grown well nigh to have 
shattered to pieces and sunk my poor crazy bark, at this time, though sailing on a 
pacific ocean, hardly able to keep above water. I thank you for your kind information 
respecting my wife, from whom, but by accident I’ve not heard these two years. The 
continued dead silence of my friends and family have forced me to conclude myself 
forgotten; and that abandoning my Country, was considered by them as bidding a 
final adieu, and all future relation was henceforth to cease between us, at least it 
seems to me to be the natural inference, nor can I otherwise account for it... I’m 
grieved beyond measure for the accident occasioning the fate of my wife’s letter. 
Shall take any particular relation concerning her or my friends, if any particulars are 
within your knowledge, as a very pleasing obligation on myself.” This letter he en- 
closed for delivery in one to William Cabot who he also asked to purchase a few 
lottery tickets. 

1. A long letter to Charles Russell at Antigua reporting the latest war news and 
ana Curwen’s distrust of the newspapers: “The news papers, that are the mint 
of falsehood are daily deceiving us with relations of great distress in the french 
islands, great disatisfaction and heart burnings between Doville the Governor of 
Martinico and D’Estaing, that the latter is with a disabled fleet and a scanty stock 
of provisions blockt up in Port Royal harbour Martinico. But our newspaper fabri- 
cators have so many purposes to serve quite distinct from truth, and the good of 
society that I rarely put into my list of facts what, for amusement only, I read there.” 
At the end of this letter is a note in Curwen’s hand that it was in a letter to William 
Cabot to be delivered to S. Quincy who was soon to go to Antigua as comptroller 
at Parkenbay May 6th. 
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a Mr. Rogers of [Montserret?] who talks of going away suddenly. 


Evening Misses Broadmead with me. 


3. Wrote to Judge S., drank tea at Mr. Crosses, after walkt with him 
and son through Exwich. 


4. Sunday, at Mint Meeting House, Mr. Hogg preached, text “Jesus 
saith unto him, because thou hast seen me, thou has believed &c.” P.M. 
same preacher, place and text. After our service entering Cathedral, 
unable to find a seat in Choir loft, in returning met Mr. Nation and 
invited I went and drank tea with him and returned home alone for 
remainder. 


5. A.M. at home. p.m. Mr. came and invited me to tea. He 
departing I walkt out to Ide, drank tea and past evening, inviting 
family to my lodgings which they accepted. 





6. Walkt with S. W[hite] and Mr. Cross to Pyn hills and Heavy 
Tree. Evening Mr. Erving arrived from Bristol, called on me, passed 
remainder with him and Mrs. E. at London Inn their designed resi- 
dence till return back to Bristol.” 


7. A.M. walk. Meeting Mr. E[veleigh] walkt with him home and 
stayed an hour, at Meridian and p.m. with Mr. Erving, agreed to ac- 
company him in post chaise to Sidmouth tomorrow. Dined at Robert 
Follets, Mr. Smith’s lodgings, passed day there, returned from thence 
at 7 o'clock, but first I rode there as agreed on last night. 


g. A.M. walk with Mr. Erving, a book sale, p.m. and evening at Mr. 
Eveleigh’s. Visited Mr, Pitfield, Apothecary and by his advice drank 3 


glasses wine. 


10. At book sale, dined at Mr. Merevail’s with Mr. and Mrs. Erving. 
Mr. Smith from Sidmouth drank tea with us. Evening at home. 


11, Sunday, at usual place and preacher, text “If ve made gold my 
hope &c.” Pressed, returning from Church, by Mr. White to make 
more frequent visits at his house. He is an amiable character and very 
respectful to me. In p.m. Mr. Manning preacht. 


12, A.M. Mr. E[veleigh] called and invited to his house with Mr. 
Smith. Early walk to deliver letter to Mr. and Mrs. Erving for Judge 


2. A brief note to Cabot acknowledging the usual blank receipt. 
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S. at Bristol,* they being about to depart. Mrs. E[rving], I thought, 
showed some hauteur and reserve, the former I suspect she is not want- 
ing in but thats no enemy of mine. Drank tea at Mr. E[veleigh|’s and 
after waited on Miss Meggot and Miss Eveleigh and Nancy to see 
School for Scandal,* boxes for them till 4 play from thenceforth we 
were crowded. Performance tolerable, new to all of us. 


13. At Meridian an agreeable Conversation at Mr. Crosses with Mr. 
Towgood accidentially meeting together near the house. After walkt 
on Norney, Mr. Smith joyning Mr. E. and myself, agreeing to pass 
P.M. and evening with his family. p.m. at Molls Coffee House and 
after to see Tennis Court an object that never before had saluted my 
eyes. At 6 repaired to Mr. E., passed remaining time and supt departing 
at a late hour. 


14. At Meridian pleasant walk in Fords gardens. p.m. walk with S. 
Cross and his young family to Shepherd Inn at Pynn, drank tea, re- 
turned via Heavy Tree. 


15. Fine day, Meridian walk, saw woman twisting worsted into hard 
skeins, using great dispatch, manner undescribable. p.m. walk with 
Mr. Bretland, he called me out to view soth Regiment, a sad pack, 
Irish white boys. 


76. Within tll Meridian, a walk per me ipsum, invited to dine with 
Mr. Parminter on salt fish tomorrow. p.m. Mr. E. and Mrs., Miss 
K [iddle] and Nancy and Miss Meggot drank tea, and abode till 9 


o'clock. Accompanied them home and there abode till late hour. 


17. Meridian visit Mr. E. family, at Molls Coffee House, dined at 
Mr. Parminters, drank tea at Mr. Crosses, walkt with him to Alphing- 
ton. Evening at home. 


18. A.M. confined by head ach. p.m. at George Meeting House. Mr. 
Smith preached, “Then all children of the light, and the children of 


&c.” After service he called on me, evening as usual. 


19. Received letter from W.C., London, inclosing bankbill, an- 


3. To Judge Sewall at Bristol, Curwen wrote a long letter of woe about the war 
and his own condition “heartily tired of a life of little more than animal existence.” 
4. School for Scandal, by Richard B. Sheridan, first produced in 1777. 
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swered. Visited Mr. E., tea drank at S. Crosses. After walkt with him 
and Misses Kiddles and Mr. Smith. Evening at home.° 


20. Mr. Smith departed. Visited Mr. E., invited to p.m. and evening. 
Walkt out with Miss E. 


21. Dined with Mr. Cross. p.m. at Molls Coffee House. Mr. Bretland 
called and took me out to Cleve. Mr. Cross joyned us, extremely 
fatigued. Evening at home. 


22. Mr. E. called at Meridian, detained me till 2 o’clock. At 6 o’clock 
Mr. Bretland, Mr. Morgan and other Company called me out, walkt 
with them on Norney 2 hours. Evening at home. 


23. Received a letter from Mr. Smith, at Molls Coffee House. p.m. 
and evening at Mr. E. 


24. Visited Mr. E., at Meridian Molls Coffee House. p.m. on Norney 


2 hours with Mr. Bretland, evening at home. 


25. Sunday at Mint Meeting House Mr. Hogg preached, text “Thou 
thoughtest I was altogether such an one as thy self.” p.m. at home con- 
fined by a nervous head ach. 


26. Same, confined still. At Molls Coffee House carried Evening 
Post to Mr. E. Drank tea with Mrs. Nation, an hour walk in Church- 
yard. 


27. Invited by message to Mr. E., passed p.m. and evening till 12 
o'clock. 


28. Meridian visit with London Evening Post to Mr. E. p.m. and 
evening at home. Air pinching, tibah evitsoc, head ach nervous. Winds 
for these 10 or 15 days, hanging to Westward, detain transports for 
American and West Indies fleet. 


29. Koot evitixal yrautcele. Head ach confined. By invitation S. 
Cross younger drank tea with me.® 


5. He acknowledged receipt from Cabot of the “bank post bill,” and gave him 
advice about his health, recommending Dr. Nathaniel Perkins as being “as safely 
trusted as any physician in England and I don’t know but his knowledge and practise 
is extensive. I should not fail to apply to him.” 

6. Curwen wrote to “Mr. Samuel Glover, Brother, I fancy, of our late maidservant, 
Priscilla Glover ... on board the Terrible now in Dock at Portsmouth,” regretting 
his state of captivity and offering him 2 guineas if Glover could “point out a safe 
conveyance.” 
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30. Same as yesterday. 


May 1. Air sultry, a short solitary walk. p.m. at home alone. Evening 
walk. 


2. Sunday, Mint Meeting House, Mr. Hogg preached, text “Who 
is man that thou art mindful of him &c.” Communion day. P.M. text 
“That a sinner did evil an 100 times, and his days be prolonged.” 
Visited Mrs. Parminter. 


3. Cold raw, dark, just peeped out at Meridian. 2 Ladies by name 
Upjohn drank tea and passed eve with me. 


4. Cold raw, wind E.S., Meridian walk, visited Mr. and Mrs. Ames 
at Miss Whites. p.m. and evening at Mr. E., with us Mr. Smith, lodged 
with me. Name of Irish howl Ulloghn. Here superstitious irish believe 
death of their friends are foreknown by a sweet song, that relations 
pretend to hear some days before their departure called Banstree. 


s. Waked with nervous head ach, confined within thereby. 


6. Sprinkling and fair by turns. Meridian and p.m. walk per me 
ipsum. Evening at home alone. 


7. Meridian visited Mr. Towgood. p.m. at Molls Coffee House, past 
P.M. and evening at Mr. E. After tea walkt with Ladies. 


8. Dull, dark, showry. An hour visit to Mr. Bretland. p.M., all day 
besides at home, in conversation with Mr. Parminter. He said a man 
was living in North Devonshire in Torrington, named Arnold, who 
claims American General for his son, says his name at departure from 
hence was Rowland, occasion of his leaving his native Country, thus: 
Being shewed to a Lady, he contrived a forgery against her, which 
being discovered the Lady having a regard for him, connived at his 
departure in order to save his life, which had he staid, must have been 
forfeited to the Laws on a discovery, which she couldn't have pre- 
vented. This Lady lived somewhere in neibourhood of London. At 
his desire I wrote to Parson Peters late of Lebanon who is well know- 
ing of him, family, friends, origin and life, for an ample account, there- 
by to ascertain this doubtful matter.’ 


1. Curwen wrote to John Timmins (the letter book date is 6 May) asking him to 
seek out the Rev. Samuel Peters “late of Lebanon [Heshbon?], Hebron or some 
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9. Sunday, at usual place, Mr. Bartlet of Topshire preached, text 
“Hold fast the profession of your faith without wavering &e.” Dark 
showry and raw air. p.M. Mr. Morgan, text “And when he had thus 
spoken, he cried with a loud voice &c.” Took a walk after church, 
even per me ipsum. 


10. P.M. taking Mr. Crosses 2 sons, walkt to Poltimore seat of late 
Sir Richard Bampfield distance 5 miles from city. This man from his 
penuriousness was called 10d Dick, endeavoring to reduce Labourer’s 
day wages down to that sum. Tis a large irregular, old edifice, and with 
its offices deserted by its owner, foreshews approaching ruin. The heir 
whose name is Sir Charles Warwick Bampfield of so different a 
humour and Complexion from him the late miser that in space of about 
18 months he has puffed off 60 thousand £ in cash and an income from 
Lands of 8 thousand £ a year, so far as to require many years mortgage 
the estate is now under. With an allowance of 300 a year only tis said 
expenses during his paroxism of folly was £ 30 an hour, a sad instance 
of folly of thoughtlessness, extravagance, and compliance with lux- 
urious taste, and dissapation of present age here. Invited by Mr. E. 
and Mr. Cross to drink tea, which I did with the latter and after walkt 
and spent eve with former. 


11. The 13 Regiment in 2 divisions passed through City for Cox- 
heath, if insurrection feared in Scotland doth not require them there; 
abode here one night. 


12. Air raw and damp. P.M. walkt with Mr. Bretland and Peckford 
to Lock. Eve in library. 


13. Raw clear air, wind Wly. Nervous head ach all day. Mr. E. paid 
short visit. This being ascension day, the limits of each parish surveyed 
by Commissioners, a great number of boys attendant carrying long 
slender white rods in hand, every now and then at certain intervals — 
stopping and making loud huzzas. British fleet of nearly 500 sail remain 
windbound in Torbay, under Admiral Arbuthnot, commanding more 
than 30 men war. 


14. Wind S., air mild, damp. Passed p.m. and even at Mr. E., re- 
turned by 11 o’clock. Reported that Ireland is invaded in 15 capital 
ships and 200 transports by France. Hope tis premature. 

Bible name of a town in Connecticut” and to ask him to write Curwen what he 


knew of Arnold’s origins. To Cabot he also wrote concerning lottery tickets and 


asking him to pass on to Samuel Glover’s friends the fact that he was a captive on 
board the Terrible. 


EXETER May 1779 vo 


15. A.M., Meridian and p.m. and eve walks per me ipsum. Mr. Smith 
arrived from Sidmouth and lodged with me. 


16. Drisly day. Sunday, at Mint Meeting House. Mr. Hogg, text 
‘And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature and in favour with God 
and Man.” p.m. text, “But we preach Christ crucified; to the Jews a 
stumbling block.” Evening at home alone. Former discourse very 
sensible and judicious address to young people. 


17. Air moderate, wind W. Meridian walk, meeting Mr. E. took 
me home and was invited to pass P.M. and eve. 


18. Air chilly, wind W. a.m. at home, p.m. at Molls Coffee House. 
Fven at home low in spirits, head ach and heart ach. Bad news arrived, 
Byrons fleet left in West Indies worsted by D’Estaing’s. By Lord 
Gower, the President of Council, his own acknowledgment in house 
of Lords the nation is in a woeful plight, justly alarmed lest Spain 
should take part against us, as Count Almadavar their Ambassador 
intimated when he took leave; in which case, ’tis my belief we have 
everything to fear, the combined fleets greatly exceeding ours. Ireland 
discontented and seemingly ready to join an Invader, Scotland uneasy, 
mutinies and disenchantment in fleet, distraction &c. in Councils. God 
send us a better issue than we have a prospect of. 


19. Air dark and dull and moist, wind W. Mr. E. family removing to 
Exmouth. A.M. visit to them. p.M. and evening there for last time here. 
They taught me a game of cards called Domino and gave me a sett of 


Cards for it. 


20. Moderate air. Wind still W. Mr. E. and Lady followed their 
family to Exmouth, by which I’ve lost one source of much enjoyment, 
repeatedly pressed to reside in Summer with them which I’ve hitherto 
withstood from a dislike to watering places. Windward fleet still wind 
bound. Missess Broadmead drank tea with me. A fleet of 16 of Line and 
go transports, tis reported were seen steering towards Ireland. Should 
they land, tis to be feared, a general defection. 


21. Meridian walk. p.m. drank tea at Misses Kiddles and after walk 
with them on Hayne bank. 


22. A.M. in looking over newspapers. P.M. drank tea at Mr. Cross. 
Eve as a.M. employ, low in spirits. 
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23. Remarkable fine warm day, Sunday, at Mint Meeting House, 
Mr. Hogg, text, “I’ve written to them great things of my law.” After 
service in Church yard crouded with Company to see 1 and 50 Regi- 
ment, 2 packets from West Indies, no new import. Dined at Mrs. Bret- 
lands. p.m. same preacher and plan. Sally Bretland drank tea with me, 
walkt to Lock with Misses B[ roadmead |, eve at home. 


24. As yesterday, Whitsontide fair begins, city crouded with people. 
P.M. walk with Mr. Bretland and Peckford to Exwich. Eve in Church- 
yard. 


25. Fine clear air, wind S.E. as for 3 days since. p.m. delightfully 
soft, p.m. at Molls Coffee House. Drank tea at Mrs. Bretlands, after 
walk with Sally and Mr. Bretland on river banks.” 


26. Wind S., drisles at time, air moderate. p.m. walkt to Exwich 


with Mr. Bretland and Peckford. 


27. Morn cloudy. Meridian cleared away, air sultry. Rode to Sid- 
mouth, drank tea at Mr. Towgoods lodgings with him, Dauter and 
Mrs. Green. At 9 o’clock Mr. Smith returned from Taunton to Somer- 
setshire Association. Passed evening and supt and lodged at R. Folletts. 


28. Clear warm day. Accompanied by Mr. Smith rode over to Ex- 
mouth on visit to Mr. E. and family. Dined, past p.m. and evening 
with them. Also visited Mrs. Nation attending her son there for in- 
disposition. 


29. Passed whole day in Mr. E.’s family, pressing my further stay, 
took leave at 6 o’clock, and arrived at home at 9 o’clock. Engaged my 
word to pass a few weeks at Exmouth at whole family’s pressing solici- 
tation. 


30. Fine clear warm day, wind ———. Sunday at Mint Meeting 
House, Mr. Hogg preached, text, “Commit thy works unto the Lord, 
and thy thoughts shall be established.” After service in Churchyard 


2. A note to a Mr. Briggs in London discontinuing his subscription to Hays 
Weekly Craftsman. At the same time he wrote to Mr. Timmins concerning the con- 
stant problem of obtaining blank receipts from the Treasury as his quarter drew 
near and thanking him for information about General Benedict Arnold, concluding, 
“I am convinced myself, and I fancy, everyone not determined to disbelieve oredinie 
testimony will believe him to be a native of America.” 
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with Mr. Andrew Tremlet, crouded. p.m. same [mane? ]. After serv- 
ice with Mr. Bretland an hour in conversation. 


31. Fair, pleasant day, air moistish raw, wind E. Meridian walk sole, 
received 2 letters from T. Danforth, London, other, Capt. Cordis 
from Amsterdam informing of 2 sent, neither received. 


(June 1) 1779. Clear Day, wind E. 2 young Ladies drank tea with 
me, and after walkt to Cupid’s grove, and Hymens Temple. 


2. Rode out intentionally for Sidmouth to see the launching of a 
great Vessell over beach, a curious uncommon spectacle. Met a man 
from thence who informed me twas deferred for 7 or 8 days. Dined at 
Mr. Crosses. P.M. showry, eve at home.* 


3. A solitary walk on Friars. p.m. with a fellow Lodger to Ford and 
Luccum’s gardens, respectfully attended through by latter, he, Sally 


Bretland and Mr. Parminter drank Coffee with me. Evening alone. 


4. Fine warm air, wind E. At Bellows gardens to see Rose unique 
blanche de Provence, a white rose of Provence translated into plain 
English. Its very great excellency I leave to a Curious Naturalist. The 
advertisement raised my expectation but like most every object in 
nature or art our imagination carries us beyond truth. Civilly treated 
by Owner. Proceeded to Sudney to view Cornish Militia, a likely body 
of men. 


y. Fine warm air, wind E. Nervous head ach. On the Friars per me 
ipsum, Mrs. E. and Miss M[eggot]| in my absence called on me. I was 
told that Lord Denbegh said to Bishop of Carlisle Dr. Law, remarkable 
for his moderation “J hate the dissenters like a toad”; to which the 
latter replied, “there are many such, I know but none before your 
Lordship who protest it.” This day informed by Lord Clifford’s priest 
I] may have admittance to see his curiously wrought bed presented by 
old Dutchess of Norfolk, said to be the richest in Europe, for which 
Queen offered 10,000 £s and refused. "Tis said there are in England 
and Wales 4,000 Romish priests and 1,500 dissenting ministers of all 
persuasions; tis believed by some that the former succeed in making 
converts. Meridian walk on Bunny sol. p.m. on Hayne bank with 4 
Companions. 


1. A short letter to Isaac Smith proposing a journey to Barnstaple. 
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6. Clear warm air, wind S., nervous head ach. Sunday, walkt on foot 
to Topsham, Mr. Bretland preached, text “I made haste and delayed 
not keeping they commandments.” Dined at Mr. Bartlets with my 
friend Bretland. p.m. Mr. Bartlet preached. Mr. Jarvis joyned me, 
drank coffee after his service. Returned home on foot with Mr. Bret- 
land. Past 2 hours at Mrs. Bretlands our house being shut on my arrival. 


7. Cloudy dull morn, sprinkling, wind S., moderate rain. Koot stlas, 
noitarepo kciuq. Confined within. 


8. Drisly, wind S., air raw, bought at auction 81 mother pearl fish 
and japand boxes for 15/6. Eve alone. 


g. Air raw, wind S. A literary conversation with Mr. Bretland on 
Norney. Attended Cornish Military Regiment band of music on walk. 
Adjourned to Library and from thence to Mr. Bretlands. Confirma- 
tion week, a Catechist being askt by our Parish priest if Christ died a 
natural death answered Yes, poorly qualified to take on her the bap- 
tismal covenant. 550 confirmed first day, denyed admittance in Chap- 
pell behind the Quire. 


10. Morn fair, p.M. fair and foul by turns. Meridian walk on Bar- 
tholomew yard terrace. Eve on Norney with Mr. Bretland. 


11. Fair and moderate. Rode to Sidmouth in Company with 4 per- 
sons. Dined with Mr. Smith, after proceeded to Exmouth, drank [tea] 
passed p.m. and eve at Mr. E. 


12. Cloudy drisly all day. Passed all day at Mr. E. being kept by 


their solicitation. 


13. Cloudy, wind brisk S.W. At 9 o’clock departed. Declined 2 
invitations to breakfast at their house, arrived at my lodgings at 11 
o'clock. Dined at home. At Mint Meeting House, Mr. Hogg preached, 
text “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might.” 
p.M. drisly. Eve at home.” 


14. Fair and pleasant, nervous head ach. p.m. walk with Mr. Bret- 


land. 


2. To James Russell, Dartmouth, he wrote approving Russell’s scheme to provide 
equally for his sisters “Sally, Molly and Peggy,” and agreeing to “have the instru- 
ments drawn agreeable to that idea.” 
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15. Fair and pleasant, wind as yesterday N.E., somewhat raw. A.M. 
walk, nervous head ach, incapable of attention. p.M. at Book sale with 
Mr. Bretland, a Spectator. 


16. As yesterday, preceeding night extreamly uncomfortable. At 
Book sale bought Emerson’s’ tracts 2 Vols. 8vo. 2/9; after at Library. 


17. Uncommon fine day. Air mild and brisk, wind N.E. confined all 
day. p.M. at Book sale, after on Norney, much Company. 


18. Pleasant warm air. Out great part of the day. p.m. at Cleve and 
in fields with Mr. and Miss Bretland. Wind N., towards Eve raw. 


19. Sun out and in, air raw, after heat intense. Out most part day, 
incapable of attention.* 


20. Milky sky, air raw. Sunday, Mint Meeting House, Mr. M. 
preached, text “And be ye not conformed to this world.” Spanish 
Minister Count Almadavar left the nation, tis said yesterday. Lord 
North announct it in house of Commons, by advice from London. P.M. 
Mr. Hogg preached, text. “The [2 word] of Upright shall guide 
them &c.” After service in Churchyard. John Tremletts two sons 
drank tea with me. Evening walk to St. Thomas. 


21. Clear air, mild, at N. Meridian and p.m. walk to Barley with Mr. 
Bretland and S. Cross. Mr. and Miss Bretland drank tea with me. Eve 
home. 


22. Fair and clear, air mild, towards eve different. Walk with Mr. 
Bretland and Morgan through Feilds. This day I begin to board my 
self-quitted dining room to allow 5 /d week. 


23. As yesterday, mildest air yet, put off rednu tsiaw taoc. Drank 
tea with Misses B[roadmead] and Company, walkt with them to 
Hayne bank. Informed by a letter from young Reed to his Brother, 
that my wife and family is well about 4 months since, he having been 

3. William Emerson, mathematician and author of numerous mathematical works 
“for the instruction of young students before they enter upon the more abstruse and 
difficult parts”; his Tracts were first published in 1770. 


4. A draft of the settlement agreement for James Russell’s sisters was sent this 
day “before engrossing, for your examination.” 
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at my house and taken notice of by them; pleasing information. ”Tis 
said favourable news arrived to Government, what a pity that views 
and passions of Mankind weren’t coincident with their real interest, 
enjoyment and felicity but Alass they are at odds too frequently. In 
the future World all wrongnesses will be rectifyed. 


24. Fair, air raw, wind E. Abroad all a.m. p.m. within till 5, drank 
tea and passed eve at Mr. Bretlands.? 


25. Morn dull and cloudy, light sprinkling, air raw. a.M. walk. P.M. 
drank tea at Mr. Crosses. Having received an imperfect relation from 
Mr. Erving of the apparition of William his servant to a friend named 
Hoyles to whom I went this evening and received the following: being 
in the house called Parkers wells, lying on road to Topsham, about a 
mile beyond Southgate Exeter, in the first setting in of the Eve nm 
month October last between the hours of 6 and 7 in the Laundry, 
adjoyning to room William used to sleep in, whilst the Family lived 
there, being alone, William appeared in his customary garb with his 
hat on, not above 2 yards distance, looking earnestly at him. Not 
doubting but it was his friend, he said, Ab William, how came you 
here. Saying this, Phantom disappeared and in Space of 4 minutes 
after returned twice, 2d appearance discomposed him, as to deprive 
him of power of utterance and threw him into a tremor. It seemed to 
walk off by the door then open. His boy coming up by stairs, at head 
of which was door, the boy entering, on being askt, declared he saw a 
Man pass by him and askt who it was. Two days after, this man being 
known to the family to have been William’s particular friend, his 
wife received a letter from Mrs. Erving giving an account of William’s 
death in an apoplectic fit, and by comparing time when it happened 
at Bristol, whither William had removed some months before with 
family, it proved the very hour of the apparition at Parkers Wells 
house more than fourscore miles asunder. It seems these two persons 
were very intimate and William being persuaded of his death in this 
Country, had agreed with his friend to whom he had mentioned it 


5. To Capt. Joseph Cordis at Amsterdam, Curwen wrote enclosing a long letter to 
his wife in which, after giving her personal and political news, he added details of 
James Russell and his sisters: “Your cousin Jemmy Russell has by a lucky capture 
realized 12 or 15 thousand pounds, and out of it generously made an assignment of 
500 £s sterling a piece to each of his 3 sisters Sally, Molly and Peggy, payable to them 
on day of marriage and 5 per cent interest on that sum commencing the first day of 
next January. Thomas Russell of Boston, and Richard Newman of Dartmouth are 
trustees, John Lane and Thomas Frazer of London are Agents.” Curwen enclosed 
the two foregoing letters in a third long letter written to Thomas Danforth at 
London, much of it illegible, the balance being news of fellow countrymen. 
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often with no small solicitude to be buried near him, and his friends in 
this place. It had been a frequent subject of discourse, and William 
seemed to have it much at heart. The Wife declares her husband in- 
formed her of this Event as soon as he returned from work in the 
evening on being askt the cause of his great agitation of mind. She 
tries to account for it from the force and working of the imagination 
of ber husband, he being near the room his friend William used to 
sleep in, but the husband denies his having had one single thought of 
William the whole day. He seems honest and from the complexion of 
the affair, and the characters of the Visionist and his wife, there seems 
no reason to suspect fraud or design; delusion there may be.° 


26. Morn cloudy, air mild, damp, wind N.E. a.m. and Meridian 
walk, having been employed by J[onathan] R[ussell] to procure an 
asignment to be wrote him from him to his sisters Sally, Molly and 
Peggy I received it yesterday from my attorney and forwarded it to 
Dartmouth where he now is.” Field walk with Mr. Bretland and 
Morgan. 


27. Morn dull, remainder clear, air moderate, wind N. Confined yb 
yraulcele. p.m. Sunday at Mint Meeting House Mr. Hogg preached 
from “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the Spirits &c.” After 
tea a solitary walk to double Lock amidst crouds. 


28. Fair pleasant morn, continued all day, wind N.E. Walkt to 
Topsham, returned by 5 o'clock. a.m. John Sargent my Townsman 
arrived, brought a letter from Col. Browne at Cowbridge, received 
into my lodgings, proposes to abide here 5 or 6 days to go to a bathing 
town. I propose Exmouth whither I shall resort in 5 or 6 days but he 
inclines to Sidmouth. 


29. Morn, milky sky, air brisk, wind N.E. coolish. With Mr. Sar- 
gent walkt to Ide and Alphington. p.m. at Molls, Even at home. 


30. Fine, clear pleasant moderate day, sultry, wind N.E. Walk with 
Mr. Sargent to Friars, Norney and Wear on Exe. p.m. together at 
Cathedral, after to Harry Trelawney. 


6. To William Cabot, he wrote thanking him for the blank receipt and returning 
it signed. After ordering the purchase of several quarters of lottery tickets he added 
gloomily: “My return to America I’ve for many months considered as too doubtful 
an event to employ many thoughts about, nor was I even sure of it would the prospect 
yield me much pleasure.” 

7. This day Curwen sent to Russell the “instruments, which I hope are exactly to 
your mind ... The attorneys account is 58/.” 
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1779 July 1. Fair and warm, wind N.E. p.m. and eve at Mrs. Up- 
johns, Miss Carsluck of our Company. Supt and played quadrille. 


2. Same as yesterday. At home writing to Mr. D[eberdt], Capt. 
Cordis and my wife. Being about to remove, on asking for my ac- 
count I found it enlarged beyond bargain which after some alterca- 
tion I reduced to its just amount not greatly however to content. Ys 
the cue of people here as well as elsewhere to forget all but their own 
advantageing, justice and truth are of too small account to be much 
respected generally. Walk with J[ohn] S[argent] to Fords gardens 
and after with Mr. Bretland and Morgan to Bunny for an hour. Eve at 
home. 


3. Dull, rainy, wind S. Frankt for first time my letters to London. 
P.M. accompanied J.S. to Sidmouth, set off at 3, returned at 12 alone. 


4. Koot stlas, noitarepo tnereffidni. Confined thereby, niap taerg ni 
ona yb selip, sti ycanitsbo selfab lla enicdem. p.m. clear and pleasant, 
wind from S. to N.W. 


5. Showry all day, wind N.W. Departed from Misses Broadmead 
my late lodgings and taking leave of my acquaintances, proceeded to 
Newcombs in Sudney. Stage owner and his driver after some detain- 
ment, entered the Vehicle and set off for Exmouth it being at the in- 
stance of Mr. E. and family, where I propose to abide for a fortnight, 
if company and other circumstances prove agreeable. My Coach 
companions were a Mr. Orluck, wife and son, a jolly fresh likely 
widow, of an enormous bulk, and a Mrs. Pope, by whose information 
I obtained a comfortable lodging. Our last a miss, the ward of our jolly 
dame; the close stowage of so many in a middle sized carriage rendered 
my seat not very eligible. Three hours we arrived at Red Lion Inn, 
Exmouth, from whence soon departed with my said Fair informant 
to a little Cottage inhabited by a Widow and her Dauter; with whom I 
quickly struck a bargain for lodging and dressing my food that I was 
to buy exclusively for 6/ a week, it not being uncustomary for those 
who, like me, chose the promiscuosity of a boarding house. The ex- 
tream levity and impertinence of beaux, coxcombs and singletons of 
either sex being though insipid and offensive to be dispensed with. 
The family having discovered my arrival, Mr. E. soon called and 
fetched me away to his home where I was welcomed, dined, drank 
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tea and supt, and at 11 ina dark night departed not a little puzzled to 
find my lodging house which at length I gained. Once for all tis 
situated opposite to a wide raised walk, on one side lined with trees, 
and on the other lying open to extensive flatts back of Town on the 
river Exe, at the mouth of which this town lies as its name imports. 
These flatts are in a bay 2 miles wide, and when covered by the tide 
renders the prospect very agreeable, having in view on opposite shore 
Sharcross and its shipping, Lord Courtenay’s Belvidere, Lord Lis- 
burnes obelisk, Topsham and a very fine improved Country. This 
[day] a Regatta or rowing match was performed between Exmouth 
and Sharcross, high winds, frequent showers and want of curiosity 
prevented me a sight of. From hence is to be seen English Fleet under 
Sir Charles Hardy of 33 of Line and 12 frigates lying in Torbay open 


to our view here. 


6. Cold raw blustering, wind S.E. and showry. Within a.m. ex- 
amining portmanteau and entering &c. Mr. E. called and invited to 
pass remainder of day with his family. Retired at 11, invited to to- 
morrow’s dinner.? 


7. Morn raw and blustering, wind at N.W., fresh. Dined, past part 
of p.m. and eve there. 


8. Fine pleasant, warm, wind N. Accompanied Miss Rogers to Mr. 
Jarvis and his Brother’s ordination, at Limson. The Church numbers, 
that I know, was very representative for them present over which the 
Brother was ordained. Our walk was a distance of 3 miles; on road 
met Mr. Billingsley and Miss Parsons his neice, and Parson Kiddell all 
of Shepton thitherward bound. Joyned them, and at Church, our 
friends Mr. Smith and John Sargent of Sidmouth, it proving a cordial. 
The service was very [like] that at Mr. Smith’s already noted, there- 
fore shall omit this process. The actors were Sir Harry Trelawny, Mr. 
B. of Topsham, Mr. Hogg of Exeter, Doctor Kippis of London, Mr. 
Morgan late of Liskard, the Father of the young man and Doctor 
Priestley who preacht from 13 Ch. St. Math. 1 to 9 v. inclusive, 
wherein Doctor exhibited a picture of his own principles, denying in 
express terms need of particular aids in all cases since Christ’s appear- 
ance, and only necessary for establishment of a Religion; declaring 

1. A short note to William Cabot to advise Mr. Rowe at the Treasury that “I’m 


still alive (and hope for aught that appears to continue so for many succeeding 
quarters) .” 
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Man to be in a similar state respecting moral means, as Earth is in 
regard to seed put into it. If it be in a previous state of fitness for 
bringing forth, its product will be in proportion, if otherwise small or 
none at all. Mr. Hogg of Exeter read a discourse on nature of Christian 
ordination and equality of Christian Ministers, taken from Apostolic 
practice. With former Companions and others joyning us we returned 
eodem modo pedestri and arriving Globe tavern made a respectable 
company. Taking a turn on Cliffs I was not less delighted at seeing 
Miss Parsons astonishment at sight of Sea than was it being the first 
time she had ever seen the great Salt Sea. Having taken leave of our 
Sidmouth friends who rode off to Exeter with Nancy and Miss R., I 
returned to Mr. E. Passed remainder of time till hour of retirement 
there at a lucky game of quadrille. 


g. Morn pleasant, sky clear. Meridian Sun’s heat intense. P.M. al- 
most suffocating. Strolled alone to J. Tremletts seat under Cliffs 
reading No. 51 Remembrancer, observations on American Revolu- 
tion. With Miss K. and N.E. and Miss R. on Cliffs, Drank tea and 
passed jovial evening at Mr. E. [On] Cliffs met a sea Officer who said 
that yesterday he left fleet [2 words] from Bay of Biscay arose from 
undated intelligence of junction of Spanish and French fleets Number- 
ing 42 to 33 vessels, an overmatch. From favourable state of air we 


could plainly see hulls of ships lying in Torbay, distance being 4 miles.” 


10. Morn fine, clear sky, Meridian sultry. By last eve’s invitation 
breakfasted with James Tremlett and his 2 Sisters. a.m. walk in Beach. 
At home till 6. Eve walk with N.E. and Miss R. joyning Misses K. and 
Meggot. An Exeter piece of news that D’Estaing lost 2 ships in re- 
treating from Byron of similar, that is no authority; proves false. 


11. Fair, air sultry. Sunday, at Withycomb Rawleigh chappell, 
distant 344 miles. Mr. Mundy the parson of this and Budley parish, 
preached from “O haste and see how gracious the Lord is @c.”; a 
serious discourse, but an impediment in his speech, rendering his 
enunciation both unpleasing and to me unintelligible. Dined, drank 
tea and passed eve at Mr. Eveleigh. On Cliffs with young Ladies met, 
overtook and passed a great deal of Company which on Saturday P.M. 
came here in order to spend following day in jollity and indolence, 
and which the want of a church here but too much encourages. 


2. A brief note to John Sargent asking the reason for his sudden disappearance 
after “parting from the Company at the door of the Globe Inn.” 
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12. Fair, very sultry. Breakfasted with Mr. Smith, J. Sargent, 
William Carsluck and Mr. Kirkcup at Globe inn; being bound to 
Torbay to go aboard Fleet, unable to accompany them for want of a 
horse none being to be hired. Walk in a scorching sun to Marpool, 
Mr. Hulls late Seat. p.m. rode with Nancy E. to Limson, and Miss 
Parsons of Shepton. Eve and supt at Mr. E., diverting ourselves with 
various kinds of amusements. Returned at 11. 


13. Fair, morn hot. In Meridian walk to passage sol, an hour on 
beach, air sultry. p.m. walk through the feilds with the Ladies. Eve- 
ning as usual at Mr. E. Read Observations on American Revolution, 
published by Committee of Congress. Received from Mr. Smith a par- 
ticular relation of his reception on board Victory, Lieutenant having 
been a fellow pastor from New England. 


14. Spectators on Cliffs amused with sight of grand Fleet sailing out 
of Torbay. Passed a.m. at Mr. E., p.m. at home. Brisk mild air, wind 
S.E., extreamly refreshing after a sultry day. Early and evening walk 
on Cliffs. Memo: Last week were Exeter Races on Hull down and this 
week are Sidmouth on Sidbury common, but from information re- 
specting latter and actual sight last year of four I conclude them to be 
much inferior to York races which I saw in high perfection at Sheffield 
before noted that their diversion at best indifferent, produces not even 
one faint wish to ride 8 miles for that purpose. 


15. Fair, clear sky, wind brisk at S.E. Dined, passed p.m. and Eve at 
Mr. E. 


16. Fresh clear morn, brisk air, wind S.E. On a sudden, wind arose 
and blew outrageously for some time without visible cloud, and left a 
great chilliness in air. About 8 o’clock Mr. E. called on me. Walk on 
Causeway. At Meridian in a Sultry Sun on passage across Warren 
tedious through Sand, saw many rabbits. Called at Warren house, 
drank pint ale, returned in 3 hours performing a tedious walk of 4 
miles to and from. Stopt at Mr. E., drank tea and after rode with 
Nancy to Budley Salterton. Past Evening as usual in an agreeable tete 
a tete with the family. 


17. Milky sky, brisk air, wind E.S. Walking on beach a maidservant 
accosted with “a friend at Mr. E.’s, would be glad to see you,” whom 
I found to be my friend Mr. Bretland come to take lodgings here for a 
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fortnight or a few weeks, by enquiry we procured one, he to diet with 
me, affording me no inconsiderable gratification. Mr. E. prest our 
dining with him, he being preingaged at golden Lion declined. P.M. 
an agreeable tete a tete with him on beach and drank tea at Mr. E. 
Walkt with the young Ladies and passed evening as usual. 


18. Milky sky, air brisk, cool. Sunday. Intending for Limson was 
stopt in midway finding myself too late. Turning aside I directed my 
steps towards Withycomb Chappel, but here I was again disappointed 
this being the day wherein service is held in p.M., next Sunday is morn 
and so alternately. From hence I returned and entered Lady Glen- 
orchy’s Chappel, a meeting of principles not altogether foreign to 
Lady Huntington. A Mr. Vinton preached from “Blessed are those 
servants whom the Lord when he cometh shall find @c.” Service 
began by singing, then a chapter expounded; Singing, prayer, sermon, 
sing, short prayer and blessing. Hearers about 150. Preacher Scotch- 
man with a Master of Arts gown, a Missionary of Lady Glenorchy 
who with Mr. Holmes of Exeter fitted this chappel for propagation 
of Scotch orthodoxy. Prays for Church universe and success to all 
who preach doctrines of Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 

Attended 3d service at 6 o’clock, accompanied by Mr. Eveleigh, 
text “And there appeared a great wonder in heaven, a woman Gc.” 
This man is said to have been useful among the pilots whom he has 
greatly reformed, many of whom attend his preaching, which but for 
this Sunday resort would have never heard of religion, there being no 
place for religious worship in the Town or nearer than Withycomb 
Chappel or the parish church called Littleham 2 or 3 miles distance 
that these sort of folks wont take pains to go to. It stand on Mr. Hulls 
manor. [The Church to which the greater part of Town belongs is 
called Littleham, a good 2 long miles distant. A new chapel of ease is 
now building in Town, and nearly finished to be preached in alter- 
nately in morn and evening. Tis wisely planned to prevent further 
deserters from Mother Church, members having already gone off and 
joyned themselfs to this intruders flock. 

The town, as its called, is a collection of houses in number about 
200, lying in manors of Mr. Walker, County Member, who is Lord 
of lower part and Littleham parish, beach and harbour. Upper part or 
Withycomb rawleigh parish lying in Mr. Hull’s manor. It lies at 
mouth of River Exe, within the common, being a sandy neck of Land, 
covered with rushes, and lined with a stony beach, on which stand 
machines for bathing, and on back of it are houses chiefly small and 
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low, mud walls and thatched roofs, though there aren’t wanting a con- 
siderable number of brick, covered with slate, very reputable and 
handsome, owned chiefly by Exeter people who come down in shoals 
on Saturday p.m. for purpose of pastime and festivity among them- 
selves on Sunday, this being almost only resort on that day when 
‘Town is full of them, not, as I am told, to the emolument or wish 
of Inhabitants, to whom they are of no advantage; nor is said Gentry 
apt to mix with strangers who receive nothing from them but neglect 
and averted looks, as though they were afraid, or ashamed, or dispised 
others; in short there is a reciprocal dislike. From Cliffs extending 
along Common and over beach, down almost as far as bar is a pleasing 
view of English Channell, Starcross on opposite shore where the ship- 
ping lay, Powcksham Lord Courtenay’s Seat and Belvidere Lord 
Lisburne’s Obelisk, Topsham, ‘Torbay and all Coast from Dawlish to 
Teingmouth point and as far as Berryhead, and on Landside a great 
extent of finely improved Country. 


19. Clouds and rain, Meridian cleared away. Mr. E. called on me. 
A.M. Mr. Bretland arrived, dined with me agreeable to his plan. a.m. 
and p.M. walk with him. Visited Mr. E. family together, passed eve- 
ning at my lodging, afterwards walkt with Mr. E. and Ladies for 4 
hour. 


20. Showry, A.M. air mild, brisk, wind S. My friend having been 
interrupted in his repose last night, was under apprehension of an 
approaching fever, being determined to return back to Exeter sent a 
message requesting me to come to him at 6 o’clock M. Some difficulties 
arising about a carriage agreed to mount on horseback and proceed to 
Exeter in case he didn’t find his ride and shake off his disorder, which 
in effect he thought had; we therefore returned after going a few 
miles, alighting at his lodgings I left him to his repose, but at his finding 
his fever return, by a repeated message he wished me to accompany 
him to Exeter. This I readily complied with and attended him there 
and left him in hopes to hear in a few days of his full restoration. After 
1¥, hour abode I departed in a post chaise taken at Topsham accom- 
panied by a Miss Kiddell and alighting there discharged our chaise 
resuming the Saddle. Miss K. mounted on Mr. Bretlands horse being 
accomodated with a pillion borrowed here, behind the boy who 
attended Mr. Bretland hither. Arriving at a Farm house called Halson 
the residence of her Kinsfolks of her own name we dropt her and I 
proceeded homeward, having just refreshed myself with a disk of Tea, 
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and arrived at my lodgings between 6 and 7 sufficiently fatigued, and 
after a slight repast walkt me to Mr. Eveleigh passing evening there as 
usual. A letter from W. Cabot, London, inclosing a ballance of 17.11/ 
put into old Mr. Bretland’s hand, to be exchanged for Gold, without 
receipt.® 


21. Showry, air coolish, within till 2 o’clock. Mr. E. called and in- 
vited to dinner. Passed p.m. and eve there at quadrille and picquet. 
Walk on Cliffs. A memorable affair happened, last Evening, eclair- 
ossed this, entered by way note, to bring it into remembrance. Wrote 
to Mr. Ogburn at Mr. E. request on subject of report of General 
Prevosts defeat before Charleston in order to know his sentiments. 


22. Morn rainy appearance, air brisk, cool, at Meridian showry and 
so continued, wind S.W. Mrs. K. of Halson and Miss Betty K. of 
Exeter called and took me to Mr. E. and Beach. Received letter from 
Mr. Bretland inclosing a card from Governor Hutchinson on his way 
to London from west whither he had been with C. Russell. 


23. Last night plentiful rain, same morn, air close, wind brisk, S.W. 
Within till 4 o’clock. Mr. E. called, passed p.m. and Eve, drank tea, 
played quadrille, supt, returned at usual hour. 


24. Clear day, brisk air at N. Mrs. and Miss K. called, walkt through 
the feilds with them at their request, parting on Shepards walk. Mr. 
E. received my reluctant consent to dine with him this day, having 
dined there day before with Mrs. and Miss K. Passed time with him 
alone wherein a confidential tete a tete he communicated secrecys, 
not pleased to be entrusted with, desiring not to be any ones Confidant. 


25. Dripping showers, with thunder, no lightning. Sunday, at 
Withycomb Church, a Mr. Chapman preached an excellent discourse 
from “Wherefore Comfort ye one another with these words.” P.M. at 


3. Of Mr. Ogburn, at Exeter, Curwen inquired at Mr. Eveleigh’s request, his 
opinion about “the disputed fact of General Prevosts defeat before Charleston S. 
Carolina as the relation of it seems to have been taken from Livingston New York 
gazettes under the article Chatham and copied from thence into the London 
Chronicle of last week. Seems, I say, for the stock and insurance brokers and many 
others have so many selfish purposes to serve in disguising truth and propagating 
falsehoods, and so completely skilled in the art of counterfeiting and feigning char- 
acters that I’m become a sceptic respecting political intelligence not knowing what 
degree of candor is due to any newspaper information.” This same day Curwen wrote 
Mr. Bretland, inquiring of his health and seeking his opinion also on the question of 
General Augustine Prevost’s defeat. 
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Lady Glenorchy’s chappel, Mr. Vinton preached, text “Know ye not 
that they which run in a race, run all &c.” After accompanied Mr. 
E. home, drank tea, passed eve with Ladies. Read some of Miss Meg- 
gots pocket books memos. Sitting with Mr. E. on a certain occasion 
he asserted “better an empty house than a bad tenant,” “more room in 
[z word | than out.” At sunset wind E. 


26. Cloudy and fair. Alternately, air close. Walk with Eveleigh 
family to Withycomb Chappel. Drank tea by invitation with Parson 
Festing, curate of our Parish. After with company in Cliffs, from 
whence to Shepherds walk with the Ladies. Passed evening and supt. 
Agreed on jaunt with K. and N.E. to Dawlish over water. 


27. Cloudy and fair alternately, frequent showers. Rode to TVops- 
ham with N.E. and Miss R., caught in 3 showers. Mr. Bretland ar- 
rived in Town, during my absence, brought cash from his Father for 
my bill exchanged without discount by Mr. Nation. p.M., walk with 
my friend and his Company; and drank tea at Golden Lion with him. 
He also brought Mr. Ogburn’s answer, carried it to Mr. E.; remainder 
at his house as usual. 


28. Rainy toto fore die. Within till 5 writing proverbs and senti- 
ments. Called up by Mr. E. to his house to tea, and after a walk with 
Ladies to Cliffs, returned, eve as usual. 


29. Cloudy and showry. Mr. Bretland paid me a visit, and dined with 
me; together visited Mr. E., declined staying, was required to return 
back this evening. At home early. 


30. Morn and a.M. Fair, after cloudy, air brisk, wind S., walk to 
passage intending for Dawlish being prevented by high wind turned 
my foot stepps to opposite quarter and walkt to high cliffs at 2 miles 
distant. Returned through the narrow lane from Limekiln to Little- 
ham, took short in a shower, dined at home. p.m. at Marpool, attending 
last survey as tis called, or vendue, of house Lumber. This being late 
seat of a Mr. Hull, who by extravagence at 36 years of age has been 
forced to quit his Estate and retire to avoid a prison, having been in 
possession of 1200 a year for 12 years since his father’s death. Ac- 
companied Mr. E. to his house from mine, drank tea, walk with Ladies 
to Cliffs and Causey, K. and N., passed evening and supt there. This 
day West Indies fleet passed by to North of 150 sail. 
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31. Cloudy, wind boisterous at N.W. Meridian walk with Mr. E. on 
Cliffs, p.m. drank tea and passed evening with his family. 


August 1. Pleasant day, Sunday. Walkt to Limson Meeting House 
3% miles distant. Mr. Jarvis preached, text “Fools make a mock at 
Sin.” Mr. Withers asking me to dinner said &c., declined. Returned 
back and dined at Mr. Eveleighs. p.m. at Lady Glenorchy’s Chappel, a 
Mr. Fabian of Ashburton preached from . Drank tea and after 
walkt with N. and Miss R., after with rest of Ladies and Parson 
Festing. Received a letter from Mr. T[immins] enclosing one by his 
wife from dated April 25 advising all friends well. A gloom 
overspread my mind on receipt, my mind rendered fearful and appre- 
hensive by untoward events, makes me too much the sport of Passions. 
May it please God to prepare me for the worst. 








2. Cloudy, fresh air, wind as for some days since S. Rode with K. 
and N.E. to Knowl hill and Lapleh Church in a shower. Dined with 
my Companions. In my absence invited by Mrs. Pope to tea. Passed 
P.M. and evening as usual, walk to Marpool. Returned through ser- 
pentine walk and after to Cliffs with Parson Festing and his brother. 


3. Early walk through Marpool grove, town being drained of 
horses all gone to Lammas Fair Exeter prevented riding. Cloudy, air 
brisk, little sprinkling, wind S. 


4. Morn cloudy, rainy after, wind S. Rode to Exeter. Drank tea at 
Misses Kiddles, Eve at Mrs. Bretlands, slept at Misses Broadmeads. 


s. Morn cloudy, air mild, wind S. Returned by horseback, walkt 
over to Mr. E., invited to dine, passed p.m. and evening there, after 
walk on Cliffs with usual Company. 


6. Cloudy, chilly air, wind blusterous, N.W. Within till 5 writing 
to Mr. Timmins and Bretland. Mr. E. called, drank tea, walk on Cliffs, 


passed Evening. 


7. Cloudy, chilly, frequent sprinkling. Joyned Mr. and his 2 dauters 
but a falling shower drove us back into my lodgings near to which we 
were. Abiding 4 hour from thence to their house, returned back at 
1 and at 5 walkt to Cliffs per me ipsum, returning through Littleham, 
after with Misses E. and R. to Withycomb Church, remainder as 
usual. 
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8. Clear, pleasant, wind E. Sunday. Accompanied Miss R. to Little- 
ham Church, in road seized with a vertigo, liked to have tumbled me 
on ground. Left me with a pain in head and greatly weakened. Mr. 
Festing preached from “And word of Lord came to Elisha, ‘Tishbite, 
saying &c.” Returned and declined to dine at Mr. E. Laid on my bed 
for 3 hours, took hartshorn drops in water and after, a basin of gruel. 
At tea time walkt to Mr. E. by his solicitation, drank milk and water. 
Supt on plumb pye their hospitality had reserved for me. After walkt 
on Cliffs. A restless night. Mrs. was confined. 





g. Clear air, wind brisk N.W. p.m. air close and sultry. Still weak, 
Headach. a.m. at Mr. E., after an over h. and under h. walk alone. 
p.M. with Mr. E. and Misses K. and N. to hither Marpool, a new walk. 
Returned with them, drank milk and water and withdrew early. 


10. Cloudy, close air, wind changeable. Rode with N.E. to Wood- 
bry Castle, returned at 3 and dined with family, passed p.m. and drank 
tea. Evening with young Ladies in Shephards walk. Customary walk 
on Cliffs. 


11. Fine pleasant day, wind S., fresh. Rode with N.E. to Dawlish, 
over warren, past through hole in rock, going and returning. P.M. and 
evening as yesterday. 


12. Fresh clean air, warm and mild. Wind N.W. Headach gives 
sertsid. Reposed for a while on bed. After a walk to Marpool. p.m. 
and evening at home, very feeble, nerves greatly affected, a sleepless, 
comfortless night, rose early and booted intending for Exeter, dis- 
appointed of an horse. 


13. Morn clear, early walk. Rode to Exeter, called on my friend 
Bretland and walkt together through fields. Consulted Apothecary 
Mr. Pitfield, who advised to a dose I brought away. Slept at Mrs. 
Bretlands. 


14. Foggy morn, air close, wind S. Returned to Exmouth, arrived 
at 11. Mr. E. soon calling, invited me to his house, drank tea and passed 
Evening. On walk with Ladies told by Mr. Festing of a melancholy 
accident, a boat overset, a Lady, one Man and a boy drowned, a Mr. 
Hamilton Clark and Lady, a Mr. Fulford of Topsham. Two skillful 
sailors and a boy going off in a little skiff to a great boat wherein they 


Son August 1779 EXMOUTH 


were attempting to go on board of designing to go therein to Tops- 
ham. By Mr. Fulford’s treading on gunwale tilted small boat and 
overset it. She lay out in midstream that is ever rapid. The boy sank 
and was found 3 days after, the sailor endeavoring to save most help- 
less lost his life. Mrs. Clarkes clothes kept her boyant, her head lay 
under water for 2 or 3 minutes, she and the man were brought on shore 
but neither recovered, Mr. Fulford with difficulty. This melancholy 
event threw town into confusion and collected a numerous body 
round house wherein she lay. Many expedients were used to no pur- 
pose, all endeavours being in vain. The period of human life and its 
separation is before determined by wise and Sovrein disposer of all 
Events. After a few hours among the astonisht multitude I retired to 
rest and forgetfulness of world and all its troubles, griefs and concerns. 


15. Cloudy air, foggs and frequent sprinkling. Rose early and walkt 
on beach ot etomorp noitarepo fo owt sgum fo tlas retaw nekat. At 1 
went off to Limson it being Sunday to hear Mr. Jarvis preach a funeral 
sermon on death and burial of Mr. Yates, a Gentleman of 25 married 
to a Dauter, only of Widow Lee of Ebford. He read as customary 14 
Ch. Job and 14 Ch. St. John’s Gospel, text in “If ye had loved one, he 
would rejoyce that I said unto you, I go to my Father.” Service began 


at 3, ended at 5. Came back at 6. Evening at Mr. Vinton’s, text in 107 
Ps. 


16. Fair and clear, pleasant. Rode on visit to Mr. and Mrs. Parminter 
at Ottery St. Mary, 13 miles distant, passing through Budley, Knowl, 
Bicton and Collyton, Rawleigh, and Newton poppleford. Arrived at 
12, dined, called on Mr. Sanders. At 3 took leave and in return made 3 
deviations from my road, arrived at 6, paid short visit to Mr. E. 


17. Air warm, mild, at times fresh, wind S.E. Early walk to Farmer 
Morris to drink whey, after on Cliffs overtaking Mrs. and Miss N.E., 
joyned them to end of the Fields, dined at Mr. E. Visited by Mr. 
Smith and Samuel Sewall from Sidmouth, drank tea with me at Mr. E. 
by invitation and together with Ladies walkt to Cliffs, and after their 
departure passed remainder of time with family. Returned at usual 
hour. Reported that the Combined fleet of Spain and France are off 
Plymouth. People all through Country and along Coast alarmed. 
Various discouraging reports.’ 

1. The usual letter of thanks this day to William Cabot for sending the blank 


receipt for Curwen’s quarterly allowance, expressing surprise that Mr. Rowe would 
issue it so far in advance of the October date when the allowance was to be payable. 
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18. Milky sky, fresh air. Early walk to end of 7 fields, accom- 
panied Mrs. E. and Nancy to see Coffin of Mrs. Clarke lying in state, 
in a Room hung with black, 2 large tapers standing at head, and 2 at 
feet, no light but from them. Waiting in Ladies home departed to my 
own lodgings to finish 2 letters, one to my wife, included to W.C. at 
London. P.M. and evening as usual.” 


zg. Accompanied Mrs. and Miss N.E., Miss Meggot and R. to 
Farmers Morris’s to drink whey, after on cliffs with Mr. E. p.m. called 
to his house, passing time as usual, walking, drinking tea, cards, or 
chat. 


20. Dim Sun, sky milky, wind boisterous, S.E. all day. Early walk 
with Mrs. E. and Nancy to J. Tremletts seat under Cliffs, passed 4% 
hour in chat. Meridian walk with Mr. E. on hill, invited to dine, drank 
tea, passed P.M., rode with Ladies as usual, and evening with them. 
Retired at 11. 


21. Morn clear, pleasant, air hot, air brisk however. Walk with Mrs. 
E. and N. through 7 fields, being detained lost my morning draft of 
whey. A.M. at home, visited by Mr. E., p.m. with family at Parson 
Festings, drank tea by invitation; after with the Company to Marpool 
and Cliffs. Supt all together at Mr. E.’s. No fresh news today, an un- 


common circumstance. 


22. Clear sky, air sultry, though a fresh breeze. An early walk by 
myself under and on Cliffs. It being Sunday, accompanied by Miss 
Rogers to Withycomb Church, Parson Mundy read prayers and in- 
stead of asermon a Royal brief for a collection to be given Society for 
propagating gospel in forein parts, inclosed in a long recommendatory 
letter from Archbishop of Canterbury to Bishop of Exeter to be by 
him communicated to his Clergy. A walk tedious and sultry. Dined at 
home, after dinner received a letter from Mr. Bretland by a messenger 
express. Hastening with eagerness to see my friend, supposing some- 
what extraordinary had produced this request, and in as hot a sun as 
ever scorcht the torrid zone, when arriving at my friends lodgings at 
Limson I found it to be meerly a wish to enjoy my company for an 
hour or 2. To his friendly and kind partiality I am indebted but I 

2. A letter, this day, probably to his wife, although the addressee’s name and much 


of the content is stricken out, expresses continued concern at not receiving replies 
to his letters. 
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couldn’t prevail on myself to proceed to Ebford at hour of p.m. 
service at Church. We therefore parted after an hours abode together 
in Vestry, I going South and he returning North. After an excellent 
discourse from “Ye believe in God, believe also in Me,” “Let not your 
heart be troubled,” Mrs. Vinton resident at Exmouth seeing me in 
Vestry kindly offered a place in the carriage she was returning to Ex- 
mouth in. No sooner was I returned than Mr. E. called on me to ac- 
company him to Mr. Vinton’s evening lecture. After service went to 
his house, and from thence to Cliffs, meeting the Ladies on their 
return, passed eve there. Family in disorder on account of Miss E. 
illness since last night. 


23. Cloudy close morn. Rose and took an early walk. Called at Mr. 
E.’s door going and returning, none stirring, I fear they have had a 
disturbed night in regard to Misses indisposition. Unhappily a re- 
volting spirit has taken place among the lower classes. Menacing ex- 
pressions, they more than whisper out the wishes that the French may 
land and add they had as lieve a Louis as George to reign over them. 
Accompanying Mr. E. to get a gate leading to Cliffs, we joyned a 
number of Persons standing there who were talking about French 
and Spanish Fleet hovering and insulting on coast. On asking one near 
me how many he supposed there were in the fleet, a Mr. Callhier, an 
ill bred, ill natured fellow of Exeter, a Swiss by nationality, by pro- 
fession a Tucker and trader, turning himself about without the least 
provocation or Cause, having neither then or even before had reason 
of complaint of my behaviour, gave me the most rude ill mannered 
reply, “Why 150 to be sure,” which I only returned, “I presume you 
speak from authority.” Drank tea at Mrs. Davis’s by invitation in com- 
pany with 5 females; a short walk and retired to Mr. E., a short abode 
there fetching off some newspapers to read at home that too much 
engrossed me to accept Mrs. and Miss N.E. invitation to pass evening 
with them. 


24. Morn close, cloudy. An early walk in cliffs. Senroc no teef 
gniredner meht rednet, deilpa mutucaid Mrs. E. kindly furnished me 
with. Rode out to Farm, called Haye, about a mile from Budley, 
whereon is a farm house as fame goes, wherein the great Sir Walter 
Rawleigh was born. Tis further said to be standing in same condition 
as in his time. Tis in stile still of a Farm house, no appearance of 
grandeur about it. The chamber wherein he was born was shewed and 
the spot the bed stood, a room unornamented, rather lofty for that age, 
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for the purpose of seeing which carried me there. About it are stand- 
ing several out houses but none spacious. I was told by People of 
house that many persons of same kind and degree of curiosity as my- 
self are frequently coming together to view the spot wherein so great 
a character first appeared. On first setting out to return at 1 o’clock 
sky seemed to menace a violent storm and before 2 the welkin was 
clothed in blew. Returned over Woodbry Common. p.m. walkt over 
to Mr. Eveleigh and with him to Mr. Drake, surgeon, whose Lady lent 
me Dodsley’s Sermons, a volume of, containing Art of Preaching. 
Passed evening in reading to Ladies. K. and N.E. accepted a treat of 
green gages in my little parlour and then with all family on my 
favorite walk, Causey before my house, adjourned to Mr. E. to supper. 


25. Clear morn, lively air, wind N.W. Rode with Mr. Festing at his 
and family’s desire as far as Otterton in way to Sidmouth, where he 
was wanting to go to visit a friend, being unacquainted with road. 
Returned at 1, dined at Mr. E., passed p.m. and eve there, returned as 
usual. 


26. Morn cloudy, a.m. Fair, air sultry, wind S.E., at times fresh. An 
early walk with Mr. and Mrs. E. and Mrs. H. to end of W. 


27. Morn very foggy. A.M. clear and pleasant. At Farmer Morris’s 
to drink whey. Within till after dinner writing. Visited Mr. Festing 
for a draft of his choice cyder before offered. Accompanied by him 
and Brother to Farm house invited in to tea. After went to Mr. E. and 
walkt with Ladies; taking leave I departed and went to Mrs. Drakes to 
return her book borrowed a few days since. After to Fields adjoyning 
Hotel finishing on Causey. Morn shining with uncommon brightness. 
Returned to rest and forgetfulness, the wretches only relief. 


28. Morn excessively foggy, about 10 cleared, air mild, and pleasant. 
Early walk to Farmer Morris’s a.m. at Mr. E.’s, past a little time with 
family, invited to dine, roast Turkey, onion sauce and stewed cucum- 
bers. 


29. Fair clear morn A.M. close. Sunday. At Lady Glenorchy’s Chap- 
pel Mr. Vinton preached from “And the Lord direct your hearts unto 
the love of God, and into a patient waiting for Christ.” Mr. Eveleigh 
in interval brought London Evening Post. p.m. same preacher, text, 
and place, auditors fewer. Mr. E. taken ill, in going out whispered me 
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to come and drink tea with him, drank tea there. Walkt as usual on 
Cliffs. After supper an agreeable tete a tete with 2 young Ladies 
under trees for 4 hour arm in arm. Even delightfully pleasant. 


30. Fine clear morn, air lively and mild, wind N.W. Early walk in 
cliffs, after with Mr. E. and H. before his house. Took a long sultry 
walk round beach. Mr. E. waiting at my lodgings for my return in 
order to conduct me to his house where passed P.M. and evening as 
usual. 


31. Early in morning delightful, Walk before breakfast. Mr. E. sent 
for me to his home to read Evening Post. Dined there and after rode 
to Exeter with Misses Meggot and Nancy E. Visited prisoners in 
Bridewell to inquire about Americans, found only one, and he a native 
of Philadelphia, but well acquainted with names of many merchants in 
Boston and Marblehead, from both places he had sailed for some years. 
Drank tea with Mrs. Brailsford. Accompanied my companions to 
Bridewell, being my 2d visit this day. At 7 departed and at 4 past 8 


alighted at home, past evening as usual. 


1779 September 1. Small drisle at Meridian, rainy, wind changes. 
An early walk and after with Mr. Eveleigh tll 3. Drank tea, passed 
p.M. and eve as usual. This being day allowed by act of Parliament 
for killing game, but for the unsuitableness of weather would have 
proved fatal to multitudes of winged and quadruped species. 


2. Air damp, heavens overcast, of a menacing aspect. Rain not a 
little wanted. p.M. passed at Samuel Searles an old Fisherman and now 
of this Town who 30 years since sailed many years out of Marble- 
head, Cape Ann and Newburyport with whom I had a very pleasing 
entertainment in talking about the persons and things the old man 
could recollect. He was married the same month in the same year of 
my Self Vizt. May 1750. I was treated cordially with bread and 
cheese, and a glass of good Cyder and after a hearty shaking of hands 
requested if your honour would demean yourself to call again should 
be proud to see your honour. Little Cottage. This day I recovered my 
Journal, which in examining my trunk at Miss Broadmead’s in Exeter 
I missed, the loss might have been of bad consequence, which I should 
have sadly regretted. T'was taken out in my absence, having twice 
put the key into hands of others, wether with design, or carelessly, I 
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dont affirm nor can assent it has been lookt into; but from some marks, 
suspect it has. Being inclosed in a brown paper cover, and sealed with 
my coat of arms, having a broken appearance, as if attempted, nor 
indeed am I concerned as it’s now again in my possession. 


3. An early walk, remained within till 4 o’clock being fetched 
away by Mr. E. to tea at his house. A few hours in Shephards walk 
with Misses K. and N.E. till joyned by their neibor Miss Prateapace, 
leaving whom I retreated into house, supt and 11 withdrew. Had most 
cheerful and diverting walk with said Ladies before Meridian to and 


from Withycomb Church, returning by grove. 


4. Morn dark, cloudy, air at W. brisk. Somewhat cool. Very early 
walk. At Meridian cleared. Drank tea at Mr. E., walkt with 4 Ladies 
before and after Tea. Sat with Mr. E. at his kitchen fire, and at 9 de- 
parted for my lodgings, retiring early to bed. 


y. Morn rainy, air raw. Waked with suovren headach. Sunday. At 
Meeting House Mr. Jones preached from “Oh that I knew where I 
might find him.” Mr. E. maidservant arrived after dinner to invite to 
dine at the house and to speak with me, being to read London Evening 
Post. From thence departed to D.W., text “Who is among you that 
feareth the Lord &c.” Das headach continued all day gnigar. Wind 
boisterous, at N.W. in a.m. By invitation drank tea at Mr. E. and then 
with Ladies to Hotel—field for 4% hour, and from thence to Shep- 
hards walk Mrs. Penrose joyning I quitted and returned within to 
read Sternes letters to Eliza.t Supt and retired at usual hour. This day 
Bellona privateer being just come out from repairing and was about 
to take a few tacks in our bay off Teingmouth within 2 miles of our 
shore, with her Crew and a considerable company on board, on a 
sudden, a plank in bottom started and in a moment sunk. ‘The Master 
standing on gunwale hearing the noise and observing to heel, sprung 
into boat and was followed by 18 more. The rest to the number 753 
men 7 women who were below carousing and making merry were 
irrecoverably plunged in an instant to the bottom by which melan- 
choly event many families are thrown into mourning and distress, 
among others a man and wife leaving 7 helpless children to deplore 
their loss. The top of masts are in sight from our walk on the cliffs. 


1. Letters of Yorick to Eliza, the publication of which was authorized by Mrs. 
Eliza Draper in 1775, seven years after Lawrence Sterne’s death. 
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6. A strong cold wind at W.N. a.m. walk per me ipsum. Remainder 
of time till 3 o’clock in reading journal by fireside. Being sent for by 
Mr. E. joyned Ladies in their walk through Golden Lion yard, fields, 
through Littleham road and 7 fields, a little drencht. Evening at 
quadrille and supt. In returning home with Mr. Festing he informed 
me that among the praters here that all watering places abound in I 
was supposed to be an American Spy disaffected to Government. This 
I supposed may without injury be imputed to Mr. Callhier who so 
grossly affronted me the other day, he being a violent antiamerican a 
manifest hater of the inhabitants of that continent and all its friends 
and well wishers. His malice I despise, his power and ability to injure 
me with government I defy. Exeter is truly the seat of Scandel, pride, 
foppery, unsociability, inhospitality, an awkward imitater of London 
manners. To their own folly I shall soon bid an eternal adieu in search 
of more agreeable quarters. 


7. Milky sky, dim sun, air fresh, wind W. Called at Mr. E. once, 
twice, 3 times finding him risen. Communicated last Evening’s scandals 
respecting which they advise me to neglect, being with them soon to 
leave these parts. Invited to dinner together with Mr. Smith in his way 
to Exeter. After a walk with him passed p.m. and evening as usual, 
urged pressingly to accompany him to Bristol. Passed eve with him 
alone by ourselves, the Ladies having their Company in the other 
room, declined joyning.” 


8. Morn cloudy, air damp, wind high at N.W. Packt up baggage to 
send off to London to care of Mr. Timmins. Rode to Exeter, dined at 
Mr. Crosses. This day met half annual Devon dissenting ministers 
association. Drank coffee at Misses Bretlands, rode back to Exmouth 
in dark. Ran over to Mr. E. and sat with him and Mrs, E., young Ladies 
being engaged out. 


g. Windy, skirting clouds, fresh gale at N.W. Very pleasant. Dined 
with Mr. E. by message sent me Abode by desire all day and read to 
Ladies whilst at work. p.m. walk with all but N. After drank tea there 
with a Miss Innys a Lady of 3 feet in height, of a womanish appearance 


2. A letter to John Timmins inquiring if he had received the money due Curwen 
from the lottery office keeper, which he wished “laid out in shares or parts of tickets 
in the present state lottery.” He also expressed grave concern over Cabot’s health 
having heard from Mr. Savage that he feared he might “never come out of his 
chamber again.” 
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and good sence, of some Fortune, her companion a Miss Penrose being 
full of chat. An agreeable tete with K. and N.E. for ¥% hour after 


departure of Company, returned at usual time. 


10. Cloudy sky, air damp. Early walk. Called on return at Mr. E.’s 
and after attended at consecration of Exmouth Chappel by Doctor 
Ross Bishop of Exeter of which following is an imperfect relation. 
The Bishop attended by the Chancellor, Carrington, the Mace bearer, 
Secretary, Chaplain a Mr. Ayres, one of Littleham Church wardens 
within which Parish the Chappel lies and some more laymen of said 
parish having rappt at front door were admitted and walk up strait to 
altar. The former enters and seated within the rails in a 2 armed Chair. 
The said Mr. Ayers standing by him with him read what I presumed 
was an address requesting his Lordship would be pleased to conse- 
crate to the Worship of God that house wherein they were then 
assembled. To this the Bishop replyed from a paper held in his hand, 
but both his answers and the address was uttered in so low a key that 
though I stood at Mr. Ayers elbow and very near the Bishop I scarce 
heard one articulate sound. It seemed as if twas not intended to be 
heard. Upon this a sheet of parchment was displayed, containing a 
declaration purporting the reception of a petition from the Lord of 
the Manor, the minister of the Parish, Churchwardens, and principal 
inhabitants, consisting of owners of Lands, houses and tenements with 
a faculty from his Grace of Canterbury for the purpose. Afterwards 
on another sheet of parchment was read a declaration on the pro- 
priety, and decency of supporting plans devoted to religious purposes, 
and for performing the public offices of religion and the worship of 
God according to practice under Law as well as gospel, or christian 
institution. Then followed 2 or 3 pertinent prayers out of a manuscript 
the Bishop held in his hand, and on another sheet was read by the 
Chaplain standing within rails containing the grant or charter signed 
by the Bishop; then was read the Common daily service with Collects 
and lessons and psalms suitable to the occasion. 2 or 3 anthems were 
sung at proper intervals during service. The assembly being dismist 
with usual blessing. The Communion was thereafter administered to 
such as chose to attend, the rest being desired to withdraw. Service 
began about % after 11 and lasted 144 hours. The whole was con- 
ducted without any mixture of ecclesiastical foppery and mummery. 
‘Tis said the Bishop is a man of learning, and of a liberal mind. Invited 


by Mr. E. to dine, but being there the day before declined till a second 
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message overcame further resistance. Walkt with Ladies before and 
after tea. Eve at Cards. 


11, Cloudy close and moderate air, moist, wind at W. faint if 
any. Accompanied Ladies whom I called out to 2 miles beyond Cliffs, 
absent 3 hours. Dined with Family, drank tea, passed eve and supt. 


12. Mild close air and moist wind at N. Rose very late having been 
interrupted by fantastic dreams. Sunday, at Meeting House Mr. 
Francis, the Baptist minister of Exeter preacht from “If my people 
who are called by my name shall humble themselves &c.,” a sensible 
discourse, and delivered [with] pathos, presenting a melancholy, but, 
I fear, too just picture of our singularly critical situation. May it please 
God to avert the threatened fearful evils hanging over us. Interval 
walk on Causey and to Hotel. p.m. text “Endeavouring to keep the 
unity of Spirit in bond of peace.” Sent for by Mr. E. to read London 
Evening Post, drank tea and passed eve. A drisle confined us. Supt. 


13. Cloudy close Morn. a.m. short lovely walk on hill, calling at Mr. 
E. on return. Wrote a letter to Mr. Bretland, Exeter and a farewell 
to Mr. Smith, Sidmouth. Drank tea at Mr. E. per invitation and walkt 
with young Ladies on Shephards Walk amidst shoals of Exeter dam- 
sels whose insufferable undress and ill breeding justly exposes them to 
the contempt and derision of strangers, a specimen or two they ex- 
pressed and but for the sake of their delicacy and prudence I should 
not failed to have taken notice of. Returning home in a darkness that 
almost literally might have been felt at least it caused a feeling in 
my chin and knee which for want of light I ran them full but against 
a post not directly in the road that almost stumbled me driving me 
back at least a yard but recovering myself from the surprize I success- 
fully groped on the remainder without further let or hindrance or 
molestation. Entering my chamber I fell into a reverie till my Candle 
going out left me to undress and get into bed as well as I could.* 


14. Milk sky morn, after cleared, mild air, wind faint at W. Solitary 
walk to end fields. Called on return at Mr. Eveleigh’s proposing no 
longer to remain in West and London not being in contemplation. 
"Twas proposed in Family that I should reside at Bristol, the place they 


3. Curwen wrote a farewell letter to his friend Isaac Smith before he should “bid 
goodbye to the West forever.” 
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are soon intended for. This last circumstance has no small force in 
pointing my direction thither, having had their intimacy for more 
than 12 months, with them for ought I perceive to mutual satisfaction 
having on their repeated applications at length complyed, was greatly 
delighted to find my consent to accompany them afforded them seem- 
ingly all very great pleasure, not a little increasing my own by doing 
an obliging action. Being on a walk the Ladies espied me and beck- 
oned me to them, joyning we proceeded to Withycomb returning 
by Marpool grove. Head ach seizing prevented a 2d walk. Drank tea, 
played at quadrille, retired as usual.* 


15. Air damp lively, thin clouds overspreads the Wilkin, wind W. 
Waked with nervous head ach. Early walk to Cliffs, a.m. walk with 
N.E. and Miss R. on beach. Dined with family, a severe head ach 
obliged me to depart home. Visited by K. and N.E., declined their 


invitation to tea, continued all night which proved sleepless. 


16. A cloudy milky sky, air mild, pleasant. Ekowa htiw snuovren 
h.a. continued all day. a.m. walk under Cliffs. At Mr. E.’s inviting 
Ladies to a farewell walk, they accepting took a circuits ramble 
through G.L. feilds along road towards Littleham. Meeting Mr. [7 
word| who accompanied us till 2 Ladies at some distance took him 
off. After walk returned home to pack up Portmanteau and from 
home adjourned to dine at Mr. E. Filled up some of time till my 
departure in a walk to Withycomb Church with Mr. and Miss K. 
and N.E. returning by grove and serpentine walk to their home 
where I took my last farewell and retreated home to wait the arrival of 
carriage which at length appearing as I had just finished a dish of 
Coffee and jumping in bid adieu to Exmouth and my friends for a 
week. My companion was a Mr. Peirce of Bath, was always called 
Harrington which arose from his riding on an horse before a young 
Lady of that name, supposed to have been his dauter. He was disposed 

4. In preparing to leave the west of England, Curwen endeavored to dispose of 
excess baggage as his letter of this date to Mr. Elias Ball discloses: “By yours of 
Saturday I find you received the bundle, and have offered the suits and can obtain 
no more than 16/ for the whole. By this I find your salesmen or old clothes sellers 
understand making good bargains for themselves, much better than I incline they 
should make with me. Tho they’re small, they’re worth as much again as is offered 
and in London would fetch a guinea or near it apiece. If on offering them singly you 
can obtain 12/ each you may dispose of them, but I shall not be content to give them 


away under a notion of selling them. In case they’re disposed of, shall want a waistcoat 
and breeches of double princes stuff, otherwise not.” 
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to talk. The subject for half the journey a distance of 5 miles was an 
account or relation of the life and adventures of himself and a Nephew 
he brought up now a ship Captain in Indian Service, whose modest 
and virtuous deportment, he said, and language had obtained him the 
name of Sanctifyed Captain. The Uncle was a Dissenter and kept 
Lodgers. After 24% hours in passing 10 miles, moderate travelling 
you would say, considering the road was all Turnpike and good, we 
alighted at House I departed from on Sunday and from thence posted 
to my late hostess Misses Broadmeads, took leave at the door leaving 
my road Companion to proceed to New Inn when he proposed to 
abide for this night, my destination being to be in this house for a 
week. 


Exeter, 17. Air and wind as yesterday. Within almost all day 
writing. Eve walk with Mr. Ogburn in Churchyard.° 


18, Air mild, damp, wind S., Meridian rain. p.m. chilly air. Within 
all day, writing ull 3 o’clock. Drank coffee at Lodgings evening alone 
reading. 


19. Morn rainy, Meridian clear and cool. Sunday, attended at 
Cathedral. Dean Mill’s son preached a serious discourse and well 
delivered preparatory to his ordination, from “If any man will do his 
will he shall know of doctrine wether it be of God &c.” Bretland 
entered after prayers. Sat by invitation into seat with his Lordship, a 
few of Chapter, 3 Military officers and Mr. Curwen, the first honour 
of the kind ever before received. Dined at Mrs. Broadmead’s. p.m. at 
Mint Meeting House Mr. More of Modbury preacht. Drank tea at 
Moll’s Coffee House. Passed eve in my lodging chamber. 


20. Morn raw, cloudy, Meridian warm, P.M. sprinkling, after clear, 
mild. Meridian visit to Mr. Towgood, very respectfully received, 
wished me to repeat my visits whilst I abode there. He read a letter 
from London, reciting substance of one from Dr. Chauncey of 
Boston,° to be placed under the head Politics. Dined with Mrs. Cross 


5. To George Eveleigh at Exmouth, Curwen wrote advising of the cost of 
coaches, baggage, and so forth, as requested. 

6. Dr. Charles Chauncey of Boston (1705-1787), Harvard 1721, son of a Boston 
merchant, minister of the First Church for sixty years, and the most influential min- 
ister of his time in Boston. 
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and Family, he being gone to Taunton, place of his nativity. Evening 
before kitchen fire, partly alone, partly with family. 


21. Close, cloudy, at times sprinkling. Visited Mr. and Miss White, 
invited to dinner. Mr. Mrs. and Miss E. being arrived at Hotel from 
Exeter from Exmouth sent for me. Abode with them some time, de- 
parted for Mr. White where having dined I took leave and returned to 
Hotel. Short p.m. walk with Miss K.E. Drank tea. Miss N., Meggot 
and Rogers arriving took walk through Churchyard and returning 
supt passing a cheerful 2 hours and then wished them a good night. 

22. Close cloudy morn. Took a circuits ramble over through and 
round City with N.E. and Miss R. Dined at Mr. Davis, my Woolen 
Draper. Drank tea at Miss B[roadmead]’s with Miss Tremlett. Paid 
off all bills and bidding goodbwy to all my acquaintance, pack’t up 
Portmanteau, assumed my riding habit, retired early to rest being to 
be called up at an early hour to set forward on our designed journey 
to Bristol, having engaged agreed on by Family by letter 2 or 3 days 


since. 


23. Morn cloudy, frequent drisle, wind S. Called at 4 past 4 o’clock 
and departed from lodgings to Hotel where with Miss Meggot and 
Rogers and my amiable friend and companion N. I entered the 
and left Exeter. Breakfasted at Whitehart Inn 3 miles beyond Welling- 
ton, took two relays of horses from Exeter to Bridgewater, but 
changed our Drive at Taunton 36 miles from first setting; which I 
observe because every new Driver is to receive a fee of each Passenger 
of 6d or 1/ according to length of stage or Custom of particular road. 
Stopping at Bridgewater without alighting took fresh horses. My 
female companions being somewhat disordered by early rising and 
motion of Carriage found themselves here it seems greatly relieved by 
eating fine fresh ripe grapes which a market girl seasonably coming 
into Court yards offered them. At Cross 18 miles from hence we again 
stayed and dined and exchanged horses but here N.E. on alighting 
found herself too much indisposed to join in the meal which I very 
liberally partook of. This poor girl’s fatigue and sickness so entirely 
deprived her of all enjoyment that for the 4 remaining way she was 
sustained on my bosom and at length obliged to stop and retire with 
a female friend to an house standing on roadside. Here she obtained 
some relief, and for the remaining part of journey was passed in high 
mirth, my spirits being for a while far above their usual heigth. At 8 
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o’clock we all alighted safe and sound, N. having fully recovered from 
her sickness, at White Hart Inn Broadstreet Bristol. Evening dark and 
cloudy. After dispatching the Ladies home to their several abodes I 
rode with Miss Meggot to take my last farewell of my friend N. which 
having performed I returned back to Inn ordering a basin of White 
wine and whey, and soon betook myself to rest and forgetfulness 


having engaged to dine with the Family following day. 


24. Morn clear and fine, air soft, wind W. After breakfast walkt 
forth to explore lodgings at a Mrs. Froades a cousin of Sally Bretlands 
who recommended her house. This, after some enquiry having found, 
soon agreed, and removed my baggage thither. This house stands in 
York Street Brunswic Square. Passing an hour or two in my hired 
lodgings by myself, at 2 I sett off for Mr. E. lodgings, Kings Square. 
No sooner had I entered than the Ladies reproched me with breach of 
promise, having engaged, said they, to breakfast with them and attend 
them in their progress through the course of a.M., which if made I had 
and have forgotten, but this small fracas being I hoped settled to 
mutual content we passed a few hours together in a social friendly 
manner. Miss Meggot having stept abroad to visit an old acquaintance 
the interval was spent with my friend N. in a most pleasing agreeable 
tete a tete. Expecting rest of family dinner was delayed till 4 o’clock 
but not arriving we sat down and at 9 they entered, having supt. Miss 
Meggot departed for lodgings in Trinity street, after waiting on her 
there returned to my ownat ¥4 past 11. 


25. Morn rainy at intervals, Meridian showry, air moist, mild. 
Walkt to Mr. E., rain prevented our visiting Miss Meggot which we 
attempted, obliged to return. Wrote to Mr. T[immins],’ London, 
Mr. G.R.,® Birmingham, after walkt to Mr. E., finding Ladies de- 
parted, followed to Miss M., drank tea and passed evening till 11 
o'clock. 


7. Curwen wrote to John Timmins asking for advice as to a proper person to 
handle his “little business in London,” in view of Cabot’s illness, saying he would 
prefer Mr. Harrison. If the money had been received from the lottery office Curwen 
wrote that “T shall thank you for the neat produce of that unprosperous adventure.” 
The letter book contains a notation that Curwen “received an answer dated Oct. 1, 
came to hand 3d.” 

8. From “Mrs. Froads, York Street Bristol,” Curwen wrote this day to George 
Russell at Birmingham, expressing, as always, fear for Britain’s future, commenting 
on General Prevost’s abandoning his troops at Beaufort and the “disgrace on the 
british arms” of the expedition against Charleston. The letter book entry ends with a 
note, “Received an answer 30th date, came to hand 3d. Octo.” 


BRISTOL September 1779 565 


26. Thin milky clouds, dim sun. Within till 4 o'clock. Walkt to Mr. 
E., Ladies absent, departed over Kings down hill to Tindalls Park by 
Cotham hill and from thence to St. Michael’s Churchyard copying off 
a few foolish epitaphs. Thence taking a ramble over Kingsdown hill 
through Redlands &c. returned to Mr.E. finding him with Mr. L. and 
Miss Rogers there. Being urged I staid and supt going off in a rain, 
defended by Mr. E. great Coat lent me. 


27. Visited Mr. E. and family, leaving them proceeded to visit my 
worthy friend Judge S., who received me very kindly, inviting me to 
dine and drink tea, his Company Mr. and Mrs. Funnoil; from thence 
I went to see Mrs. Gardiner, her husband the Doctor and her Dauter. 
The bulk of the Mother and bulk and height of Dauter Love Eppes 
greatly surprized me and taking leave received an invitation to repeat 
my visit, faintly promised. Meeting Col. Oliver late Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor of Massachusetts he informed me of his residence. Returned 
home and there abode 2 hours. Dined, drank tea, and passed evening at 
Judge S. at Cards; retired home at 10 o’clock. 


28. Milky sky, sun in and out, air moderate, wind S. Wrote and sent 
a letter to Exeter. Bought 3 tickets in Irish Lottery, Vizt. one in Dub- 
lin Exchange 24/, 1 Ditto in Weavers 12/, 1 ditto in United Hospital 
g/ divisible in equal shares with Misses K., N.E. and Meggot. Walkt 
with Mr. E., leaving him proceeded to Miss Meggots in my way meet- 
ing my Countrymen Mr. Simpson,’ Francis Waldo and Mrs. Barnes, all 
of whom invited me to their houses. Bought a pair double jointed silver 
bowed Spectacles. Entered American Coffee House to read papers and 
left it for want of opportunity. Wrote Col. Browne at Cowbridge, at 


6 went to Mr. E., drank tea, passed evening at quadrille with Mrs. and 
Miss E. and Nancy.” 


g. Jonathan Simpson (1752-1834), Harvard 1772, son-in-law of John Borland, 
refugee, proscribed in 1778, commissary in the British army, died at Boston in 1834. 

10. To Miss Broadmead, milliner of Exeter, he wrote hoping she could find and 
send to him “2 or 3 perhaps 4 pairs of stockins, of which 2 are silk” which he left be- 
hind. He also wrote to William Browne in Wales telling of his change of residence 
and of the “great distress the South coast of this island was in for some weeks during 
the continuance of the combined fleets in our channell, especially on the lower 
coasts of Devon and Cornwall. The flight of the inhabitants from Plymouth and its 
neighbourhood, to Exeter and the inland parts during the panic there spread terror 
and dismay wher’eer they came, except to a few intrepid heroes of the true british 
blood, for which the people and dogs of this island you know are remarkable for 
their courage and fierceness, who seemingly wished Sir Charles Hardy would with his 
37 ships of the line and 12 or 14 frigates, meet the hectors of the French and Spanish 
having a fleet of 65 or 67 of the line and 50 frigates, and give them, as they phrase it, 
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29. Light moist clouds, p.M. rainy. 2 hours visit at Mr. E.’s. Invited 
personally by Colonel Oliver to a family dinner, being only his 6 
dauters and his Brother in law John Vassall. At Exchange Coffee 
House copied off an extract relating to Pecrosts defeat or repulse be- 
fore Charleston, and his present situation, carried it to Mr. E., wrote it 
out for him. Then passed remainder of evening, returned in rain. This 
day is famous through England nay all Europe being great ¥ ly period 


for payment of rent, for hiring Servants &c., &c. 


30. Morn fine, pleasant, at 8 sun very bright. Called at lodgings when 
in Bristol before, vizt. Mr. Sladens Queen Square from whom obtained 
information of Mr. Barnes’s lodgings to which I went, he absent she 
lent me a pamphlet entitled The Motley Assembly a farce and read me 
a paragraph or two relating to Boston. After saw Mr. Barnes and walkt 
with him for an hour. Returned to lodgings and dined. Walkt to Mr. 
E. and from thence with K.E. at her desire to Miss Meggots where we 
abode till hour 9 o’clock, Mr. W [raxall] being of our Company. Re- 
turned with her home, drank 3 or 4 glasses wine an unusual freedom. 


Spent ¥ hour with Landlady. 


1779 October 1. Morn pleasant, sky clear, wind N.W. At Mr. 
Barnes to return book borrowed, saw Mrs. Reynolds there for first 
time. Visited Mr. Sladens who with all Family seemed glad to see me. 
Thence to Misses Simpson, Francis Waldo’s; continued walking over 
St. Thomas’s till dinner time; at 4 o’clock visited Miss R.’s, after to 
Mr. E., drank tea and passed eve. Waiting on Miss Meggot to her 
lodgings in Trinity street, declined Miss Nancy’s importunity to re- 
turn back to her home. 


2. Morn clear, sun out, air cool, wind N.W. At Mr. E., walkt out 
with K.E. through fields to Redlands, Durdham Downs, Tindalls 


a sound drubbing, for they were very sure of a victory in case of an engagement but 
thanks to the favofable starrs of Great Britain which at that moment were in the 
ascendant, wiser heads governed the public councils, by a kind of magic operation 
. .. he slipt by them (though they spread over the width of the whole british 
channell) and got safely up to Spithead where probably may remain till the separation 
of the combined fleet shall afford him an occasion of making the same idle parade 
on their coast, and so, forsooth, the honour of each nation is to be preserved .. . 
Yesterday we’ve heard that Paul Jones in the French King’s service, has taken a 44 
gun frigate, entered the harbour of Hull, and destroyed 16 or 17 ships. What think you 
of Sir George Collier’s Penobscot expedition. The loss of so many large ships ac- 
coutered as they were must be insupportably heavy on our provisions and perhaps 
irreplaceable for a long time.” 
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Park, returning by Montague tavern on Kings down. P.M. called in at 
American Coffee House, bought 2 tickets in Weaver’s Scheme Dublin 
12/ each. Latter part of evening at Mr. E. per invitation. 


3. Milky sky, sun dim, air pleasant all day, wind N.W. Eve at Mr. 
E., supt, N. greatly indisposed.* 


4. Clean air, coolish but pleasant, wind N.E. Dekaw thiw suovren 
head ach. At Change Coffee house, at Lewins Meeting House, a.m. 
Mr. Eston preached, in p.m. Mr. Wright. My friend Mr. Nation of 
Exeter sat in same pew with me. He seemed unusually pleased to meet. 
This happened yesterday. Received letter from Mr. Smith, Sidmouth 
per Samuel Sewall. Invited to Mrs. Jackson’s circulating Library, 
Took out Rasselas Prince of Abyssinia? for Eveleigh’s. Long p.m. 
walk to Bedminster Churchyard with Katy, through Somerset Square 
and fields returning by St. Thomas. Eve at quadrille, sad ague in jaws. 


y- Morn fine, clear, moderate, wind E. On my return home last 
night through Brunswick I passt a company of common folks with 
Lanthorns in a bustle; curiosity not then impelling me to make inqui- 
ries, such company at such seasons, it being between 11 and 12, is 
generally hazardous to property. I was however scarce by my door 
when I was accosted pray stop Sir, complying with the request I 
turned myself about, and saw a poor female lying on the ground 
wallowing in her blood in and seemingly opprest with a grief or silent 
insanity her hair mussed up in an handkerchief to stanch the wound, 
was told the wretch had made an attempt on her life. I directed them 
who ill appeared in a maze to take her to the next Alderman whose 
name I was told is Whatley, whose servant it seems she had been. I 
staid till I saw her taken up and carried off. In passing through Broad- 
mead I heard a voice behind me calling my name and saw a young 
Lady running towards me whose face I didn’t recollect, on coming up 
she seized my hand saying, almost out of breath, she was glad to see me 
and enquired about my health. Not appearing to know her which in 
truth I did not, she askt if I had forgot Miss Walker, this brought her 
to my remembrance but her growth from a slender young miss of 15 

1. To John Timmins, Curwen wrote, principally about lotteries and to inquire of 
Cabot’s health, “that I may take the proper measures for securing my joint interest 
with him in a ticket in the present state Lottery, in case he should drop off.” 


2. The History of Rasselas, Prince of Abissinia, a romance by Samuel Johnson, 
first published in 1759. 
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toa fully grown and bulky young Lady of 18 had entirely altered her 
and softened her countenance in my mind, which in stedfastly view- 
ing, I recovered sometimes. She reminded me of a promise to visit her 
on my return hither, said her Father and Mother would be happy to 
see me. I renewed my promise and proceeded from Broadmead where 
we first met to Bredewell Lane where we parted. The continuance 
of those generous friendly impressions arose from my kind treatment 
of her when together at Mr. Saldens in 1779. Walkt in embankment 
of River Froome from its mouth to Glass house meeting more of 
acquaintance than common. Dined at home, received an indecent re- 
fusal to do a trifling business requested of her by Miss B[ roadmead | 
of Exeter. Returned a contemptuous reply, that I dare say if she has 
any feeling will sting. Misses K. and N.E. called and invited me to tea 
with Mr. Brailsford, Lady and Son, South Carolina Factor, passed eve 
there. 


6. Morn moderate and fine, after cloudy and clear alternately, wind 
E. Visited Judge S., after to Miss Meggot, meeting Mr, Wraxall there 
who invited me to tea with Misses M., K. and N. E. p.m. solitary walk 
on Avon, thence to Mr. E., leading me back to aforesaid walk for an 
hour and thereafter to Mr. Waldo’s. Meeting our Ladies and a Mr. 
Hall and Lady from Devon, separated at 7 o’clock, the Lady of house 
Mrs. Waldo, a Methodist returned home from her usual evenings walk 
just time enough to bid us good night, attended the 2 Es. home and at 
10 walkt off with Miss M. to her lodgings.* 


7. Morn, dull thin whitish clouds, pleasant air. Rose late, wind S.W. 
Walkt out and did business, at Coffee House adjusted terms of reading 
news, vizt. to allow ¥, guinea for 4 year. At Post and Lottery office 
meeting Mr. Reed, Exeter B[il/egible| settled here since received an 
invitation general to his house, he neither told nor I enquired where it 
it was. Walkt towards Ashton Soltry. Drank tea at home, read new 
Guide through Bath, remainder at Cribbage with Mrs. Froad. 


8. Morn clear, coolish, wind S. An early walk before breakfast, re- 
mained rest of A.M. within. p.m. walk to Mr. E., Misses K. and N. out, 
stayed 1 ¥, hour. Returned home being engaged to tea and cards with 
Company. 

3. Still trying to find his lost “stockins” Curwen wrote to Sally Bretland, describing 


his disagreeable correspondence with Miss Broadmead and the dishonesty of her 
maid servant. 
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g. Cloudy, moderate and pleasant wind. p.m. dull and cloudy. 
Visited Mr. E. and Sladen saw her for first time, having been confined 
in chamber. Invited to dinner accepted for tomorrow. P.M. in change 
Coffee House, Judge S. seeing me there invited to dinner at his house 
next Monday, also Mr. E. who came there expressly to ask me to tea 
and cards; accepted as invited, drank punch for a rarity, departed in 
rain at 11. 


10. Morn rainy, air soft, wind S.W., continues cloudy. Sunday at 
Lewins Mead Meeting House Mr. preached from “For my 
rejoycing is this, The testing of our consciences &c.” P.M. at Trinity 
Church, Curate preached from “Set your affections on things above 
not on things in the earth.” Drank tea and passed evening at Mr. E. 
Received from N.E. a manuscript of Goldsmiths Hermit* and Mr. 
Russell’s lines on his wife, both excellent. Yesterday copied out 


Wiltshirefeast Song.” 





11. Morn cloudy, air mild, damp, drisly at times all day, wind S.W. 
Called at Mr. E., family all out. Met Mrs. C. and Miss M. on streets at 
Chamber Coffee House. Dined at Judge S. with Mr. F. Waldo, Mr. 
Simpson and a Mr. Winpenny. Evening at Quadrille. Supt and de- 
parted at 11. 


12. Moderate but cloudy. An a.m. walk, meeting Mr. E. at Cadells 
the Bookseller in Wine Street was invited to dine, drank tea with 
family at Miss Ingers, departed to Mr. E. and at 11 o’clock returned 
from thence home. 


13. Morn fair and clear, a.m. cloudy, drisly at times. Walkt with 
young Ladies from home to Miss M.’s, had in polite language a tete a 
tete holding us till 2. Gave an undetermined answer to ladies invitation 


14. Morn dark and cloudy, warm and close, wind S.E. In a drisle 
walked to Redlands, received Note from Mr. Vassall of invitation to 
dine on morrow. Visited Miss Walker agreeable to promise. She and 
Mamma being engaged for this p.M., agreed on next Tuesday P.M. 
Passing however a cheerful and entertaining tete a tete with her alone, 
she not suffering me to depart, a very sensible, chatty, well behaved 

4. The Hermit, or Edwin and Angelina, written by Oliver Goldsmith in 1764, was 


included in the Vicar of Wakefield, first published in 1766. 
5. Anote to Mrs. Bishop of Exeter in search of the stockins. 
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young Lady, Eve at home reading Petrach and at cards with Land- 
lady.® 


15. Morn pleasant, air mild, moist, wind S. Visited Mr. E. family, 
invited by N. to tea. Dined at Mr. Vassall’s in Queen Square, our Com- 
pany Dr. Gardiner and Robert Hallowell,’ Elder of Simpsons,* Mr. 
Vassall, Lady and Miss Davis. At dinner informed of many circum- 
stances, by Dr. Gardiner, relating to my Countrymen’s behaviour dur- 
ing Siege of Boston, before unacquainted with, and which, if true, 
proves that people, like all mankind, when civil commotions take 
place, are maddened into party rage. I dare say nothing peculiarly bad, 
cruel, wrong, or unjust characterises that people at that unhappy per- 
iod. Departed at 5 o’clock, having noted no Compliment to stay to tea, 
which I took at Mr. E. with Misses M. and Rogers. Passed evening and 
after waited on Miss M. to her lodgings. 


16. Morn foggy, air close, wind S.W. Within till P.m., rainy, passed 
eve at home. Meridian at Coffee House. 


17. Morn clear and pleasant, air damp, moderate, wind S.W. Sun- 
day attended at Broadmead Meeting House of Baptist principles, a 
large handsome structure, filled with hearers of genteel appearance. 
Mr. Evans Elder preached from “Let not any iniquity have dominion 
over me.” In interim time entered Chamber Coffee House, papers 
filled with unauthenticated reports of France having swept Coast of 
Africa and taken all our forts. In p.m. at St. James Church the Vicar 
Mr. Reynolds preached from “So likewise shall my heavenly Father 
do also unto you @c.” Maior attended by Sheriffs and Sword bearer, a 
large handsome old structure, assembly crouded. Service began at 4 
Ended at 5. Drank tea at home. Eve and supt at Mr. E. with Mrs. and 
Katy. 


18. Morn cloudy, all day drisly at times. a.m. at Cadell’s, P.M. 
Coffee house. A long walk per me ipsum. Eve at Cribbage with Mrs. 
Froad. 


6. Curwen wrote to Sally Bretland requesting her to receive the stockins if de- 
livered to her by Mrs. Bishop. 

7. Robert Hallowell (ca. 1740-1818), brother of Benjamin Hallowell and son-in- 
law of Dr. Sylvester Gardiner; comptroller of customs at Boston; addresser of Gage; 
fled to Halifax 1776, proscribed in 1778; settler in Bristol, England. He returned to 
Boston about 1788 and moved to Maine where he died. 

8. Jonathan Simpson, the Elder (ca. 1711-1795), merchant of Boston, mandamus 
councillor, left Boston at the evacuation of the British troops, moved to England and 
died at Bristol. 
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19. Cloudy, dim sun, wind S., fair clear Eve. Drank tea at Mrs. 
Walker’s, from thence to Mr. E., the family out. Evening at home with 
Mrs. Froad at Cribbage.° 


20. Morn pleasant, clouds lift thin, wind S.W. At 9 cleared away. 
Walkt to Redcliffs, thence to Mr. E., abode an hour and returned 
home. p.M. walk, at Chamber Coffee House. Evening at home with 
two Ladys and Mrs. Froad at quadrille. 


21. Cloudy damp air and thick, wind S.W. Rose with head ach, 
rainy, within reading Petrach’s life till 5 o'clock. Paid Cadell for 
Sketches of Nature. Passed evening at Mr. E. new lodging in King 
Street, being indisposed neither drank tea nor supt. Departed at 9. 


22. Fine, clear air and dry, wind N.E. Within tll p.m., having taken 
evitixal yrautcele. Read sketches of Nature a severe satyr on the great 
characters of present day, and if just exhibits a melancholy picture of 
degeneracy. P.M. walk to Chamber Coffee house, drank tea and passed 


Evening in reading and Cribbage. 


23. Morn dark and foggy, wind N.E. Walkt to Judge S., meeting 
Mr. E. invited to his house in Eve. Drank tea at Mr. Sladen’s, passed 
Evening and supt at Mr. E., departed at usual hour. Successful.?° 


24. Morn mild, cloudy, wind S. Sunday, at Baptist Meeting House 
in Collyhill, Mr. Needham preached from “Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in council of the ungodly.” Mr. Foot, old minister present, 
a very thin and not respectable audience in point of dress and external 
appearance but God seeth not as a man seeth. Dined at Judge S. by 
invitation. P.M. at prayers in Cathedral, entered College, drank tea and 
there dined, and passed evening. Remarkably fine day. 


25. Mild but cloudy, wind S. Visited Mr. E., invited to tea and made 
a short visit to Judge S. After tea a walk with Ladies, passed eve at 
quadrille, supt and returned as usual. 


26. Light clouds covering whole face of heavens, air warm, dim sun, 
wind S. Rose late extreamly embarast by ugly dreams of preceeding 
9. Curwen wrote to Arthur Savage, solicitous of Cabot’s health and asking Savage’s 


aid in establishing Curwen’s half interest with Cabot in a ticket in the current state 
lottery. 


10. A brief business note this day to John Timmins. 
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night that I cant rid my mind of. A.M. within, p.m. crossed Rownham 
passage designed for Ashton but missing road thought best to return 
the sky menacing rain and P.M. far spent. Passed through Clifton and 
taking a ramble through Redcliff and so home, passing my time in 
reading Nathaniel Wraxall’s travells.™ 


27. Morn early foggy and dark. At 8 sun out, air mild, wind W. A 4 
mile walk to Ashton by turnpike road. Returned by river road and 
Vauxhall. p.m. visited Mr. Sladen and agreed to board at his house for 
£30 year, a front lodging room on first floor, to use their parlour to 
sit in and have a fire in my own room when I please. Drank tea and 
passed evening and supt at Mr. E., played a loosing game at quadrille. 


28. Morn dark, moist air, wind N.W., rainy day. Eve fair. Drank tea 
and passed eve at Mrs. Robertstons, Supt, Mrs. F[road] of Company.” 


29. Morn pleasant, light thin clouds, wind N.W. Visited Mr. Barnes, 
Miss M. and Judge S., passed an hour at Chamber Coffee house. Went 
out with design to go to Theatre, but changing my mind returned 
back and in Eve gave Mrs. Froad warning of my intention to leave her 
to her disappointment and mortification and my own uneasiness seeing 
its effect. 


30. Mild air, sky overcast, wind N.E. a.m. walk to Coldbath and 
Traystors bridge. p.m. to Knowlhill both per me ipsum. Misses Rogers 
and Page being at my lodging house on my return home persuaded 
them to stay tea and played at Cribbage. Remainder of Eve in reading 
Robertsons History of Scotland.'® 


31. Morn dark and foggy, air raw. Sunday, at Broadmead Meeting 
House Mr. Evans elder preached text “They shall look on him whom 
they have pierced,” an indifferent loose discourse. p.M. the younger 
preached a better from “‘Every branch in me that beareth fruit not, he 


11. Sir Nathaniel Wraxell’s account of his travels of 2,000 miles around the Baltic 
Sea in five months was published in 1775. 

12. In a long letter to Isaac Smith, Curwen detailed the progress of the British 
army to Charleston, D’Estaing’s designs on Georgia, Sir George Collier’s bravery in 
pe Penobscot affair, news of the taking of several valuable prizes, and other war 
advices. 

13. The Rev. William Robertson, D.D., The History of Scotland ..., first pub- 
lished in London in 1759. 
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taketh away &c.” After service Mr. Stock took me to his home on 
Kings down hill where I drank tea. Passed eve at Mr. E. 


1779 November 1. Morn dark, air mild and damp, wind S.W. In- 
closed key of one of my travelling trunks to Mr. Timmins to London 
to take unnecessary articles and send trunk hither.’ In going to London 
Inn met B. Bth. who lately arrived in City, and was then going to find 
me out. P.M. at Chamber Coffee house. Evening at home, my Land- 
lady had company whom I had no share in. 


2. Morn dull and cloudy, air damp, wind W. Messrs. Simpson and 
Waldo called on me and invited to morrow’s dinner, Benjamin Pick- 
man called and with him walkt out to Kingsdown, Redland and 
Tindales park. Returned home by 2. Engaged to walk to Hot Wells 
P.M. but rain setting in, luckily disappointed me of an engagement not 
relished. Evening alone as Mrs. Froad abroad. 


3. Mild air, dewy, wind S.W. Dined at Messrs. Simpson and Waldo 
Company Peter Frye, Benjamin Pickman and R. Routh. The trium- 
virate, a family compact, taking themselves off to play loo, I passed eve 
with my hosts at a game of whist. 


4. Morn clear and fine, wind N.W. Walkt to Mr. Sladens to ac- 
quaint him of my design to begin board tomorrow. After visited Mr. 
FE. Invited by N. I accompanied her in a long ramble by Seabank, over 
Clifton beyond Downy Square, across the Down to Redlands and 
_ from thence through fields to Kingsdown, through Kings Square the 
Barton, and St. James Churchyard, Bridewell lane, Tower lane, Wine 
Street, High Street and Bristol back and from thence home, where I 
dined and packt up my things. Drank tea and passed evening at Crib- 
bage with Mrs. F [road]. 


5. Morn drisly, air mild, wind W. Having settled for board I de- 
parted at 11 leaving orders to have Portmanteau sent to new lodgings 
to which I soon arrived and there dined. Drank tea and passed a cheer- 


ful eve at Mr. E. being invited by Miss Meggot to tea next day. 


1. The “unnecessary articles” to be taken out were “all the books and papers (save 
the English bible in 2 pocket volumes, 2d. volume of Greek testament and Every 
man his own broker and a parcel of manuscript on narrow bitts of paper pinned 
together)” as Curwen wrote to Timmins this day. 
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6. Morn fine and pleasant, within till Meridian. Unpackt and ex- 
amined trunk sent me from London by my friend Mr. Timmins. Mer1- 
dian at Chamber Coffee house. p.m. and evening at Miss Meggots with 
E. Family, played at quadrille. At mid eve departed to Mr. E. and supt. 


7. Morn pleasant, Dim sun, air mild. Sunday. At Lewins Mead Meet- 
ing House. Mr. Estin preached from “For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again &c.” Mr. Frye called at my lodgings between services 
after having asked me to procure him lodgings and then absconding 
for 4 days, to acquaint me of his intention to begin board tomorrow, 
his appearance dirty and slovenly, his behaviour such as might have 
been expected from his connexions, disingenuous and rude, it repents 
me of having interested myself to procure lodgings for him. In P.M. at 
all Saints Dr. Stonehouse preached from “He that being often re- 
proved, and hardeneth his neck &c.,” a serious discourse and good one 
and with becoming pathos. Treated Betsy to a dish of tea, after invited 
by Mr. E. passed evening with him alone in a political tete a tete of 2 
hours, all Ladies being out on a visit. Returning midevening I dined at 
11 0 clock. 


8. Morn cloudy, moderate, wind to S. Early walk, at return found 
new Boarder, passed an hour with him, seems crusty and shy since he’s 
been with Brother in law B. Pickman with whom I’ve no desire to 
have any understanding. p.m. walkt with Betsey Sladen, passed eve- 
ning at Theater, the Comedy, Know Your Own Mind, laughable 
enough Entertainment, Te Touchstone, a Harlequin to my taste 
which perhaps is singular, at least I propose it not as a standard for 
everyone, silly enough, and take all other of the farcical pantomimical 
clap where that ridiculous Character is introduced, save Harlequin 1s 
commonly represented in dumb show, he was a loquacious Bassoon, 
less intolerable I confess of the two. 


g. Air moderate, mild, milky sky, dim sun. A.M. walk with Misses E. 
through Turnpikes to Coltham hill and over to Montague, returned at 
2 o'clock. p.m. with Betsey Sladen to Mrs. Walker’s Redcliff street and 
there siezed with a violent cold. Evening at home. 


10. Dull, cloudy, confined by a severe cold. Mr. E. called to take me 
to his home before his departure to Shepton Mallet where he is going 


BRISTOL November 1779 575 


tomorrow on a visit to his Dauter Keddles for a fortnight with young 
Ladies. Declined. 


12. Raw dull day, cold abated, however confined within. Wind S. 
Mr. E. and family this day gone off to Shepton Mallet. 


12. Morn, dark air, cloudy and dull. Within till p.m. Cold abated. 
Received a letter from Mr. Smith, Sidmouth. Drank tea and passed 
evening at home. 


13. Morn dark and rainy. Within my fellow boarder also at home. 
Fvening walk in Square. 


14. Air sharp, wind N.W. and clear. Sunday. At Lewins Mead 
Meeting House Mr. Wright preached from “Because thy loving 
kindness is better than life.” Peter Frye attended there also. P.M. at 
St. Warburgs, Mr. Robbins preacher “Be ye renewed in the spirit of 
your mind,” to a thin Congregation, same Companion. Evening at 
home, a large Company. Received from Miss Meggot 2 messages com- 
plimentary to enquire about my health. Am obliged to her for kind- 
ness. 


15. Morn cold and drisly, wind S. Drank tea and passed evening at a 
party with Company at Mrs. Froad’s. This day drawing Lottery be- 
gins in Guildhall London. 


16. Air cool and moist, wind S. Visited Mr. Lechmere? and Miss M. 
Meridian at Coffee house. Received letter from Mr. T., London, in- 
closing account of two 5/6 shares in state lottery. Wrote an answer 
requiring an explanation.*® Drank tea and passed evening at Judge S. 
with a chatty maiden advanct and an aged Widow, a party at 
quardrille. A sad aguish pain in my teeth and jaws, deprived of the 
pleasure of Ladies company derived from. Detained reluctantly till 
after 2. 


2. Presumably Richard Lechmere (1727-1814), of Taunton and Boston, who, with 
his family, fled to Halifax when the British evacuated Boston, then to England where 
they lived in Bristol. His daughter married James Russell, Curwen’s friend and 
correspondent. 

3. A brief letter acknowledged receipt of his trunk “(not locked though well 
corded),” and asked details of the lottery in which shares had been bought for his 
account from the Nicholson & Co. office. 
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17. Air sour and raw, sky milky, sun dim. Ague continues. Dined 
at Judge S., drank tea, evening at quadrille, kept almost distracted by 
ague, more raging in bed than up.* 


18. Bracing clear air, hard put preceeding night. At Miss M.’s in- 
vitation to the Wells, drank glass water, eat a Cake and after resting 
returning home by way of Clifton. Invited to tea P.M., past evening 
and after Company departed past an hour at picquet. 


19. Morn fair and cold, air still, wind N.E., as 2 days before. Ekowa 
thiw head ach. a.m. fine pleasant air. p.M. dark and rainy. A.M. walk 
with a Companion to Knowlhill and Bedminster, at Coffee house. 
Evening at home. 


20. Morn foggy, dark, drisly, wind S., air mild. Within till bed time. 


21. Morn drisly and dark. Intending to go to Church was suddenly 
averted by a returning ague in my face and jaws. At 5 invited by Miss 
M. I accompanied her to Miss R. to tea, passed evening there. Return- 
ing home was invited to dine on Ling with her next Wednesday. 


22. Fine clear day. At Meridian walkt with Fellow boarder to Lord 
Bottetourts seat. p.M. at Chamber Coffee house, evening at home. 


23. Morn cloudy, at Meridian pleasant, evening mild Meridian walk 
to Mrs. Froads and Judge S. Night preceeding Snow, square covered 
in morn. P.M. at home, evening walkt out, a total eclipse of moon being 
fair was visible here through whole progress. 


24. Air mild sky milky, sun dim, wind ———. Dined with Miss 
Meggot at Mrs. Fords on Ling Passed p.m. drank tea and part of eve- 
ning. 


25. Dark rainy day. Insured 2 tickets at Casions office premium 4/4. 
Passed p.m. and evening at Mrs. Froad’s. 


26. Morn light, air cool. Visited Mr. Barnes and Colonel Oliver with 
P[eter] F [rye]. Dined with him and B. P[ickman] at Mr. Lechmere’s. 


4. More on lotteries. Curwen wrote to Isaac Smith to tell him he had disposed of 
the part of a ticket in the present state lottery offered to Smith “lest in case of a 
refusal to admit you to a share of a prize should it be paid to me, you might think 
yourself unfairly dealt by.” 
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Passed p.M., drank tea, and evening at quadrille conversing on Amer- 
ican politics and Salem affairs. This day insured 9 tickets at 1/3 each to 
receive a Guinea each if drawn. 


27. Air raw, rain and snow. P.M. extream dark and dull. Eve stormy, 
after visit to Mrs. Froad. 


28. Morn dark and dull, air raw wind S.W. A message from Colonel 
Oliver per P.F. inviting me to dinner, Company P.F., B.P. and self. 
Passed a.m. drank tea and at 7 o’clock took leave. 


29. Morn light clouds, air moderate. a.m. delightful. At Meridian 
closed in and became for remainder of day. a.m. walk with a Com- 
panion to Wells and under St. Vincents rocks, p.m. within. 


30. Morn a most mild and pleasant air. p.M. and evening rainy, wind 
S.W. Visited Judge S. Paid K. and N.E. my first visit since their return 
from Shepton Mallet. Had a most agreeable interview with my young 
female acquaintance. Returning home found a card from Judge S. in- 
viting me to his house where I dined, drank tea, passed evening at 
cards. 


1779 December 1. Morn rainy and dark, air mild, wind at S. Visited 


Mr. E. at young Ladies invitation, passed p.m., drank tea and evening 
with Mr. Lewis and Miss M.? 


2. Dark rainy, wind fresh at S. Visited Mr. E. Received letter from 
Mr. C[abot], London. Eve with family teaching them quadrille.? 


3. Air mild but dark and drisly, wind S. Early walk to Redcliff pit, 
so called on river just at its bend. Passed p.m. and eve at Judge S. by 
message the day before, extreamly unlucky at quadrille; having paid 
34 guineas insurance have in future given up all thoughts of adven- 
tures in that way, not having had one chance come up in 8 days. 


4. Morn fair and clear, air lively, wind W. Accompanied Mr. 
Samuel Sewell in a visit to Miss Rogers, from thence round by Red- 

1. A note to Mr. Walker, “Wig Maker and Barber, Nicholas Lane, London,” to 
send him his white wig “left to your care more than two years since.” 


2. Curwen wrote congratulating Cabot on his recovery and inquiring about their 
joint lottery adventure. 
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lands and a skirt of Durdham. Drank tea at Mrs. Froads. Eve with Mr. 
E. family alone. 


5. Clear air, still, calm, wind W. if any. Sunday. At Baptist Meeting 
on Collyhill, Mr. Needham preached from “Therefore doth my 
Father love me because I lay down my life &c.” At Meridian air chill. 
Called at Mr. E. to accompany Misses K. and N. to Lewin’s Mead 
Meeting House. Mr. Wright made as usual a most excellent discussion 
from “Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.” Im- 
mediately on parting with young Ladies a messenger was sent after 
me recalling me back to the house for tea where I past a very sociable 
cheerful evening till usual hour of parting. 


6. Morn early clear and pleasant. Mid a.m. closed in. p.m. drisly, 
air chilled. Memo, a Land bill was disperst advertising that the Irish 
Giant’s being almost to take his departure from Bristol was determined 
for the respect and attention paid him to oblige the City by a sight of 
himself passing round Queens Square at 3 o’clock which brought great 
numbers to the Square. This proved in event to be the wanton produc- 
tion of some young people who wanted to divert themselves at the 
disappointment of the public but it had like to have been attended with 
serious consequences for disappointed rabble collecting in great num- 
bers began to be very clamorous and even outrageous demanding to 
see him, presuming the Keeper and Giant himself were privy to the 
advertisement which they stifly denied and threatened that those who 
should attempt to enter should do so at the peril of their lives. It was 
with great difficulty they could be persuaded of their innocency and 
to withdraw. Attended at Theater, Comedy, School for Scandal, 
Farce, Plymouth in an uproar. The former excellent but ill performed, 
the latter execrably silly, without design, plot, or meaning, house full, 
boxes crouded. 


7. Morn heavy, dull, rainy most part of day, wind N.W. 


8. Morn dark a.m. and remainder clear, air chilly wind E. Drank 
tea and passed eve at Mr. Walkers on Milehill so called meaning 
Michael from St. Michael’s Church standing thereon. With him, Lady 
and their fair Dauter Hannah a very agreeable sensible young Lady of 
19, a kind of ward to me. 
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g. Rainy and warm all day, wind W. Confined by a flux attended by 
bilious symptoms, Invited by message from Mr. E. to pass Evening 
there. N. absent. 


10. Morn dark and drisly, rainy appearance. Flux and pain yet con- 
tinues, confined, declined an invitation to Mr. E. house to tea and 


spend Evening. 


11. Morn as at this Season, dark and cloudy. a.m. cleared up, air 
mild and exceeding pleasant. a.m. walk 13 times round Square. P.M. 
walk to procure a dose of Elixir Salutis. With great pains obtained it 
being now almost laid aside in practice. Received a kind message from 
Mr. E. and family about my health of enquiry, not recovered my pains 
still continuing. 


12. Dark and rainy, air moderate, wind W., towards eve blustery. 
Stull confined took a dose of Elixir Salutis preceeding night, noitarepo 
etaredom, sniap not less. 


13. Morn dusky, a.m. chilly, wind brisk S.W. Stull confined. Sniap 
etanitsbo, leg skalt by tea kettle tumbling down from grate. Visited by 
Judge S. Received from him a dose recommended by Dr. Drummond, 
not to be wrot by any liquid which says Doctor prevents the opera- 
tion. Tis less nauseous then Ipecac. Doctor advices Tinctura Rhei 
within 48 hours after, I took it without any effect. Received a message 


from Mr. E. 


14. Fair clear air. Paid Mr. E. a long a.m. visit, dined at Judge S., 
passed p.m. and Eve and played quadrille with Mrs. Fanueil, Mrs. 
Sewall and Mr. Francis Waldo. Successful. Nancy E. before her de- 
parture at Meridian presented me with a purse of silk of her own 
knitting. Fear of offending induced me not to refuse and I received 
with no small degree of reluctance. 


15. Rain and sun, air chill, wind S. for sometime. Wind detaining 
the men of war and trade bound to Jamaica and West Indies. p.m. 
walkt out received my grizzel Wig from London by Waggon after 
laying there 3 years. Drank chocolate at home.? 


3. A letter to Peter Frye disclosed their common washerwoman had given Curwen 
two shirts marked “P.F.” and Curwen hoped Frye had his two marked “S.C.” 
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16. Dark raw and rainy. Sterpo thiw seicnelutalf, fles detcerid 
senicidem suoicaciffeni dielppa ot [Shapland?] yracehtopa eh tuo ni 
miretni derdner seldeen nierof dia. 


17. Foul, dark, wind at Wly Quarter, Within all day. 


18. Fairish, moderate, wind W. Visited Mr. E., invited by Mr. 


Barnes, drank tea and passed evening at Quadrille. 


19. Morn mild and pleasant, wind W. At Meridian to S. Sunday, at 
Lewins Mead Meeting House, Mr. Estin preacht, text “Examine your- 
selves wether ye be in the Faith.” Accompanied Misses E. home. P.M. 
at All Saints Dr. Stonehouse preached as usual to crouded Audience 
from “Moab hath been at ease from his youth &c.” Called at Mr. E. in 
return drank tea, passed an agreeable evening with family. 


20. Rainy by intervals all day. Visited Mr. E. at Meridian. Evening 
walk, and after at home having walkt 13 times round square amount- 
ing to 5 miles in one hour. A fine moon. 


21. Morn fair and very pleasant, uncommonly moderate. Visited 
Mr. E., drank tea by Mrs. Sewalls invitation and passed evening, Com- 
pany Mr. J. Vassall* and Lady and Neice Davis, Mr. R. Hallowell and 
Lady. Played at quadrille, unsuccessful. Returned at r1. 


22. Hard frost last night, morn fine and pleasant, air fresh, raw, 
snow. Visited Miss M., accompanying her to Mr. E. took out N. meet- 
ing Mr. Neufville, joined on return. Stopt into his house Park street 
and treated with glass raspberry brandy. Miss E. spraining her ankle 
as she was coming down stairs to accompany us detained her within. 
At parting Miss M. invited me to a dish of Coffee next Friday with N. 
and E. family, being a forfeiture incurred in Company of invited. Be- 
ing determined to leave present lodgings for reasons too disgustful to 
mention I visited Mrs. Froad in York street at her invitation Yesterday. 
Drank tea and passed evening at a successful game of Cribbage at this 
present an uncommon event; Fortune having for some months since 
almost invariable denyed me the pleasing smile, but his Deityship is to 


4. John Vassall (1738-1797), Harvard 1757; had large business interests in Jamaica; 
built “Longfellow House” on Brattle Street, Cambridge; left Boston for Halifax and 
England with Lt. Gov. Thomas Oliver; lived in Bristol; died at Clifton. His wife was 
Thomas Oliver’s sister. 
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a proverb Capricious, and that is my solace. My design in this visit was 
to adjust terms of board and parlour, settled in following manner, at 
rate of £304 year, separate use of back parlour, allow £5 year, 1/a 
week for coals, use of her fore parlour as a common room light and 
fire there at her expense, separate use of front parlour when wanted for 
my Company, use of her furniture without any further allowance, 
find my own tea, coffee, chocolate, and sugar, rum, wine, dress victuals 
for my Company, my own Candles, she to find bread and butter, oat- 
meal and milk for breakfast, fire in lodging Chamber ad libitum. Re- 
turned home in a fine moonshine and blue sky and Frosty. 


23. Morn clear but raw, wind N.W., fine morn and sharp frost. Re- 
ceived 2 letters from R. Ward and Wife, first since my absence, one 
from W. Pynchon, a message inclosed from Sally Bretland, Exeter, 
directed to me there. Paid Mrs. Froad a short visit and at her desire 
paid for Mrs. Bretland of Exeter a premium of 2/ on 100 £ for insur- 
ing her household goods at new Bristol Fire office. Passed evening in 
writing a long letter to Dr. Charles Russell at Antigua.° 


24. Fine clear day, still continued a fine moon, still cold air, wind 
N.E. At Misses E. desire took a long a.m. airing through Park street by 
Tindall’s park well beyond Turnpike, across a nook of Durdham 
Down, through Clifton, across Brandon hill and College green over 
the Drawbridge. Drank tea and passed evening at Miss M. as invited. 


December 25. Night preceeding a severe frost, cold raw air and 
sharp atmosphere charged with an extream cold fog. At Lewins Mead 
Meeting House, Mr. Estin preached to a full Assembly from “God 


who at sundry times, and in divers manners spake &c.” Dined at Judge 


5. A five-page letter to Charles Russell at Antigua detailed the distress in the south 
of England while the “combined fleets of France and Spain rode masters of the 
English channel,” the fortunate change that deterred them from landing and attacking 
Sir Charles Hardy, and the political difficulties raised by Ireland. He also told Russell 
that in answer to a complaint of his banishment Pynchon had written to him, “If you 
could know one half the inconvenience which your continuance here would probably 
have occasioned to you, it would surely have lessened your discontent. What would 
your feelings have been, my good friend, if while here you had lost all your business, 
all your debts, the fruits of many years labour, had been driven to sell your house and 
lands for payment of your debts and expences, the remainder have sunk in your 
hands 50 or 80 perCent, and that you thus reduced, you could not freely nor safely 
walk the streets by reason of party rage, malevolence, and the uncontrouled rancour 
of some men.” Curwen added, “This comforts me and ought to support you and 
every other sufferer.” 
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S. by invitation made 10 days since. In meantime received same Com- 
pliment from Mr. Vassall and E. Passed p.m. and eve there. Mr. 
Wright the older Colleague sitting in service time in table pew ac- 
costed me and made me a general invitation to his house it being the 
first time of his having taken notice of me. Though not so few as the 
12th or 15th time of his seeing me in this place of worship and being 
known to him at Sidmouth when he preached at Mr. Smith’s Ordina- 
tion, lodging there in same home z nights. 


26. Air sharp, chilly fog, calm wind. At St. Stephens in P.M. service, 
this being an annual sermon on St. Stephens day in commemoration of 
Miss Pelaquins Legacy, to be this day distributed. Dean Tucker 
preached from “And we know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God.” The subjects this political preacher treated 
on were the advantages of Commerce, and the great benefit of forein 
tradesmen settling among us. On my arrival home was informed a 
Captain Carpenter had called to acquaint me that he had lately arrived 
from America, and had seen my Wife and family about a month since, 
all well, and had letters for me. He arrived here Master of the Cartel 
ship from Boston. Having received a gross insult from Younger Dauter 
of family named Harriot whose manners are of a peculiarly rough cast, 
causes me to hasten my departure of which I gave notice this evening. 


27. Asmall flight of snow in night, air somewhat moderate yet chilly 
and raw, wind E. Past over the Gibb to Blannem Dock where Cartel 
ship lies. Captain C[arpenter] who called on me, some short conversa- 
tion about my wife, family and friends, was interrupted by arrival of 
a Mr. Mitchel the owner. Received a letter from Mr. Ward, his son 
S[amuel] C[urwen] Ward, one from Mr. Goodale, Little or nothing 
in former, particulars indeed not to be expected, some general hints 
relating to surprizing revolutions respecting property which in such 
times [of] civil commotions ever take place. At Chamber Coffee house 
after a short visit at Mr. E. Drank tea, departed, passed evening at 
home, in attempting to write to Mr. P[ynchon].° 


28. Morn dark, air heavy and damp. Early walk about Town. Air 
moderate, still gloomy, wind E. p.m. W. Evening at home composing 
answers to my American correspondents. 


6. Curwen wrote Cabot urging him to comply with Capt. Carpenter’s request and 
come to Bristol to see him on matters of his own and his father’s business. 
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29. Weather as yesterday. Evening at home. At Meridian visited 
by Mr. Simpson and Waldo, within till p.m. Captain Carpenter drank 
tea and passed evening with me. Got him lodgings at Mr. Sladens house 
I now am in from which shall remove next day to Mrs. Froads. From 
Captain C. had a more circumstantial relation of Salem, its inhabitants 
and concerns present, commercial, civil and state, than from any one 
though I fancy tis somewhat too high coloured. 


30. Dark dull sour air and moist. Sky threatening. Paid Mr. E. a 
short visit, presented Mrs. E. with a fine Massachusetts bag apples 
which he said he should taste with an high relish, adding, to that 
Country I feel as great partiality and love as to my native. This eve- 
ning paid off my board and took receipt. Within all p.m. and evening. 


31. Air moderate, somewhat raw. Walkt down to Mrs. Froads 
where I found my young Townsman W.C., came down by my invita- 
tion in order to confer with Captain Carpenter. Took him to Mr. 
Sladens, Captain C. soon joyning us. Here abode till mid p.m., returned 
back to Mrs. Froad and there left him for the evening which I passed at 
Judge S. with a Mr. and Mrs. Hartford at tea, cards and supper, and 
thus ends another Revolution of the Sun. 


1780 


1780 January 1. Morn, dull dark heavy air. Meridian mild and 
pleasant a.m. walk with W.C. through Clifton and Hotwells and from 
thence back by usual road. Turned into Merchants Dock to view 
large Manilla Ship unloading, her length 172 feet keel strait rabbit, 
other dimensions proportional, fallen in value from 2 or 300000 £ to 
perhaps scarce 4 of som £. At Chamber Coffee house meeting Mr. 
Wraxall, invited to tea p.m. Dined for first time at new lodgings, de- 
parted to my engagement at 6 and drank tea with him and Lady. 
Passed an agreeable hour, the Conversation turning on history, fulfil- 
ment of prophecy, and convenience of Lady’s pattens. The latter 
represented as a stiff religionist, the Contrary this Eve has afforded a 
proof of, perhaps devotion and a conversible humour have alternately 
the ascendant; at best we are at best a very changing uncertain un- 
steady Compound. At 9g o’clock took leave, the Lady just returned 
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from her constant evening meeting at Westleys Room Broadmead, 
after repeated invitations to call on him, he being always at home in 
the evenings. 


2. Air moderate, dark and heavy. Sunday. Walk to Lewins Mead 
Meeting House but Mr. Wright not preaching proceeded to Collyhill 
to hear Mr. Foot but not holding forth returned home and there 
passed a.m. Attended in p.m. at All Saints, house as usual crouded, Dr. 
Stonehouse the Evening preacher there gave us as he always does a 
most excellent discourse from “That he put off concerning the former 
conversation, the old man &c.” Drank tea, and passed evening at Mr. 


Ee 


3. Dark and cloudy. Walkt with W. Cabot to Judge S., passed an 
hour at Chamber Coffee House, took there a basin soop. P.M. and 
Evening at home, visited by Captain Carpenter.* 


4. Fine clear air. Conducted W.C. to Kingsdown hill to afford a fine 
view of City and adjacent country, taking a circuit by Redlands call- 
ing in at late lodgings, received coldly. Paid short p.m. visit at Mr. E. 
and presented N. and Miss M. with each an apple from America. Eve- 
ning at home. 


y. Morn an extream thick fog, at 9 and ro sun burnt vapour, air 
sharp. Left our lodgings and walkt to Lamb Inn Broadmead to take 
seats for Bath, W.C. being this day to leave Bristol. That being gone 
proceeded to White Hart Inn Bridewell street, meeting a 2d disap- 
pointment. From thence to Temple gate where we were accomodated 
with a carriage drawn by four as solid cattle as ever were taken from 
the plough, arriving in 2 and 4% hours Greyhound and Shakespeare’s 
head, Market Street Bath. After a short rest and taking a glass of 
Rumbonge departed the Inn, patrolling streets, viewing Circuit, Cres- 
cent, Queens Square and Parade, paragon row, new and Guydes 
room, pump room, baths, lower parades. In new saw only a couple of 
setts, in old a numerous Company, standing, walking and playing 
whist, the only fashionable game. After 4 hours past in walking about 
and gazing on players, the entertainment of much the greater part of 

1. To Timmins in London, Curwen wrote about his trunks and lottery tickets and 


gave Timmins a full report of Capt. Carpenter’s relations about life in America and 
especially Salem. 
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the Company in Card room, we left this seat of amusement and dissa- 
pation and returned to our Inn, being near hour of dinner for which 
we ordered rump steaks and oyster sauces. Remainder of time till dark 
passed in staring at those out of door objects not before seen, greatly to 
the delight of my young Companion. Interval between Sunset and 
supper filled up with drinking Coffee and reading newspapers in Cof- 
fee house in Orange grove, thence returning to our Inn supt and at ro 
o'clock betook ourselves to bed proving in event no place of rest to 
myself an ugly powerful ague and sorethroat kept in continued distress 
till 4 o’clock, my Companion being summoned, arose and took his 
farewell and left me to a repose I soon after happily enjoyed for a few 
hours. 


6. At 8 o’clock arose, drest, breakfasted and issued forth, my first 
visit to Mrs. Edmonston to whom I had a message. Directed by her I 
proceeded to Mr. Ervings Lodgings, but being denied I delivered a 
letter from Captain Erving of Boston, the Father, brought by Captain 
C. in his Cartel ship lately arrived at Bristol with a message to Servant 
informing the Commanders name and I departed and entered Coffee 
house in Orange grove, where whilst sitting and reading pages James 
Russell entered, and espying me came up and accosted me, joyning 
Company we walkt forth together to the parades, continuing about an 
hour, filled with information of the Lords and Ladys, Governors and 
gentlemen de beau monde of his acquaintance. 

These later ended we separated, each to pursue their several inclina- 
tions, mine at present being to entertain myself with a sight of an un- 
common Animal brought from Ethiopia, of the following, from 
advertisement, is an imperfect discription: “This is an animal nearly 
resembling the human species; it is 5 feet high, his head to his ear a 
foot long; his nose red and flat, like that of a wild boar 6 inches long; 
his cheeks blue and ribbed, his ears resemble a wolf’s; I think not unlike 
the human; his back below is of a fine red and blue, or violet colour, he 
has a navel exactly like mans, Paps like a maidens, and skin when hair 
is removed appears white. He sits in a chair with a club in his hand as a 
human person, and handles a stick or bottle, and drinks out of it as 
such; strength of his neck and fangs are wonderfully great, is of carniv- 
orous kind, is called a Satyr, resembling those under that denomination 
mentioned by Ancients, extremely fierce and untractable, courteous 
only to his keeper.” 

Memo, J.R. acquainted me of receipt of 2 letters from his Brother 
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Thomas and Father, both mentioning my name, remembering their 
regards to me. J am thankful not to be wholly forgotten. 

Remainder at Inn till departure of stage at 4. My Companions were 5 
in number between whom scarce 2 dozen words per mile were spoken. 
At 6 o’clock alighted at Corner of Corn Street in a drisly eve as much 
fatigued as if performed on foot. In walking streets of Bath a strange 
object attracted my notice, a man whose haggard looks, and tattered 
garment denoted variety of wretchedness, having a long squalid grisly 
beard, his face dirty and wrinkled, his hair through which, in appear- 
ance, a comb had not passed for many years, his garment of every 
possible colour and shade, each piece of the bigness of ones palm tackt 
together by thread of a different colour and in stretches 4 as long as 
ones thumb, the length of this partly coloured garment scarce down to 
his knees, on approaching him, pray said I art thou Jew or Greek, 
Barbarian or Scythian. I am said he an Englishman the name Selby. Is 
thy dress owing to poverty, singularity or a vow? The length of my 
beard is owing to a vow made on following occasion; being a legal heir 
to £22 a year I was unjustly refused possession by a married man who 
also destrained £ 400 in cash. After several fruitless attempts I made a 
vow during the litigation I would never shave till I was put in posses- 
sion of my unjustly detained property. He now dispairs, as well he 
may, being beyond 4 score, gets a wretched livelyhood by begging and 
selling ballads. Giving him a small pittance and a fervant wish that he 
may soon go where he shall find more mercy than he has experienced 
here. Bought in the rooms 8 packs cards at 1 /. Fashionable people often 
supply themselves in this way. 


7. Air moderate, damp. Visited Judge S. Passed p.m. and evening at 
home, treated Ladies with a dish of tea, bought a dozen wine of Marsh 
in old Marks Street. 


8. Milky sky, thin clouds, wind N., air sharp. Mr. E. called and 


invited me to his home, passed p.m. and evening there, departed at 11. 


g. Fine clear day, sharp air, wind N. Sunday at Lewins Mead Meet- 
ing House, Mr. Wright preached from “In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct &c.” p.m. at All Saints Dr. Stonehouse, from 
“What do you more than others.” After service Captain Carpenter 
and Gardner both my Townsmen drank tea with me agreeable to 
invitation. Evening at home alone. 
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zo. Clear air and sharp. Wind N. Some threatening sky after. Early 
walk to Old Market. Mr. E. paid Meridian visit, communicated his 
future designs of living in this City. Within remainder of day.’ 


11. Cold sharp air, wind N., confined by severe cough and horseness 


for 2 days. 


12. Fair, sharp air, wind continues Nly. At 5 o’clock went to Mrs. 
Gardiner my countrywoman, on a visit, returned and passed evening 
at Mr. E. very agreeably, succeeding night frosty as 3 preceeding. 


13. Cold sharp air, fair, wind N. Within all day writing tll arrival 
of Captain Carpenter, young Jonathan Gardner,’ both of Salem and a 
Mr. Leavit of ——— in a Cartel ship from Boston, who dined at Mrs. 
Froad’s invitation and they passed p.m and evening with us.* 


14. Same as yesterday, weather and employment. At Mr. E., called 
to pay off a small debt.* 


15. Moist air, moderate, wind S. p.m. rainy. Early walk to Post 
Office to put in 2 letters to London. At Meridian visited Judge S., in- 
vited him and family to my lodgings next Tuesday which he agreed to. 
Stopt at Chamber Coffee house, that I had not entered for a week 
past. P.M. within. Head ach that I awaked with. 


16. Morn dark rainy, wind S. The succeeding and following sleep- 
less from an unceasing extream nervous pain in my head, continued 


through the day which confined me. 


17. Air moist, moderate. Sun and cloudy alternately. Wind S. Con- 
fined within as yesterday from same painful cause, alone all this live 
long tedious day, uncapable to write or read. 


2. A brief note to Cabot acknowledges the usual blank receipt. Another to Nathan 
Goodale at Salem thanks him for his letter containing information of Curwen’s 
friends and acquaintances. A third to William Pynchon, seven pages long, is a ram- 
bling letter of affection, reminiscence, rumor, and gossip. Last, a four-page letter to 
Richard Ward thanks him for his, explaining how many he had written and how few 
received, sending messages to his neighbors, and so on. 

3. Only son of Jonathan Gardiner, Jr., of Salem. 

4. To Timmins, he wrote more of his trunks, the high cost of their storage, and 
of the two shirts he hoped to receive from Frye. 

5. A short and affectionate note this day to his nephew Samuel Curwen Ward 
of whom he had heard good accounts from his father. 
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18. Morn and a.m. windy, pleasant. p.m. alternately rainy, wind S., 
blustering. Walkt over the Bridge to Blanons Dock to see my Coun- 
trymen on board Cartel ship. Had a conversation with them. Judge S. 
and S[amuel] S[ewall] past evening with me without the family. 


19. Morn moderate, cloudy, wind N. Paid Mr. E. family a visit, 
invited to tea, accompanied N. to Miss Rogers, on return found an 
invitation to dine and pass P.M. and eve, excused by visit to Mr. E. and 
agreed on Friday next to pass with him. 


20. Air raw and cloudy, dark wind N. a.m. walk to Blanons Dock, 
chatted with my Countrymen. Received an invitation by card to Mrs. 
Gardiner’s to tea. Went at usual hour, Company a Mr. Randolf,® 
Brother to Congress Member, of contrary political principles. 


21. Clear air, sharp, dry wind N. Meridian and thereafter, dull and 
cloudy to Evening fine clear sky. The clouds gently giving off with 
sun. A.M. visit to Mr. Barnes, thence to Mr. Francis Waldo, accom- 
panied him to Durdham. Returned back to Chamber Coffee house, 
drank tea and passed eve at Mr. E. in quadrille. 


22. Clearish sharp air, wind Nly. a.m. a long circuit town walk to 
pay off wine bill at Mr. Marsh Old Market thence to my shoemakers 
a Mr. Lawrence in Redcliff pit of whom I obtained intelligence of 
convenient lodgings without interruption of children. Name of Mis- 
tress Stockdale of an agreeable aspect, and manners mild. Entered into 
a treaty and now have it under consideration. Situated out of the way 
of noise, back prospect rural, terms reasonable enough. P.M. walk. 
Evening at booksale. Passed remainder after return home in reading to 
the 2 females. 


23. AM. milky sky, dim sun, wind N., raw. a.M. within, P.M, at 
Castle street Meeting House, Mr. Hoskens preached from “To me to 
live is Christ, to die is gain.” Eve at Moravian Meeting House upper 
Maudlin Lane, Mr. Washington preached from “Is he the God of the 
Jews only, is he not God of the Gentiles also &c.” His prayer was an 
address to Jesus Saviour of the World, as the Supreme God and 
Father of all. 


6. John Randolph (1728-1784) of Virginia, last royal attorney general, brother of 
Peyton Randolph, president of the Continental Congress. 
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24. Morn fair, air clear moderate and dry, wind N.E. A long cir- 
cuits walk in doing business for a friend. Met Mr. E. at Chamber 
Coffee house. Received letter from t——— November 2, addrest to 
Mr. Deberdt inclosed to me in one to a friend. p.m. write one to W.C., 
Lambeth." Evening at booksale. 


25. Clear, extream sharp air, wind S.E. Walk to Kingswood with 
Betsey Sladen to Mrs. Jones where I had a narrow escape from death 
by a large fierce Bull dog, by carelessness of a young woman, who 
suffered him to escape out of his confinement. Dined at Mr. Sladens. 


26. Morn sky cloudy, wind extream sharp at N. Early a.m. walk, 
sent C. preserved ginger agreeable to request in Wiltshire Waggon. 
Remainder of time till evening at home then adjourned to booksale 


aS the evening before. 


27. Same unpleasant air as before, same wind. Walk to bookstore to 
exchange some books for others. Continued at home remainder of this 
day with a nervous head ach. 


28. Fair, air sharp, wind as usual at N. quarter. a.m. within. Mr. E. 
called to acquaint of a letter in a Mr. Maillard’s hands that after a fort- 
night or 3 weeks delay was delivered 2 days since, Head ach remains 
of. At Mrs. Ravenhill’s to treat about terms of board, the young child 
too troublesome an Inmate. I hate the squall arising from maternal 
overfondness and indulgence. From thence to Chamber Coffee House, 
after to booksale. 


29. Fair, wind fresh at E.Nly. Meridian at Mr. E. 2 hours, invited to 
tea, P.M. passed there and evening at a successful game of quadrille. 
Drank a glass of Callibogus* of my own making. 


30. Morn dull and cloudy, air very raw and sharp. In Church King 
Charles Martyrdom, attended in College or Cathedral, young Camp- 
ton preached from “And I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto 
me, write Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord &c.,” a serious 


7. A letter full of domestic details to Cabot, including a receipt for the cure of 
rheumatism: “Take 4 ounces gum guaicum disolved in one quart of rum. Let it be. 
In three weeks it will be fit for use. Take two spoonfuls at night going to bed. A 
person troubled with this uncomfortable disorder will do well to wear flannel waist- 
coat next to the skin.” 

8. Calibogus, a mixture of rum and spruce beer. 
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discourse modestly and laudably declining any reference to K. 
Charles. At Meridian wind grew boisterous, and extreamly sharp. I 
could not fail to take notice of the difference between this mock 
solemnity here and at Exeter. Here no Maior nor Corporation at- 
tended in a procession of all city officers, with their staves covered 
with black, nor the pulput in sanguine colour. The service was read 
and Singing as on the Church holidays. Assembly of an indifferent 
appearance, far from numerous, enthousiastic, &. Severity of Cold 
detained me within all p.m. At 6 o’clock went to Moravian Church, a 
Mr. Greenfield officiated, his prayer was conducted in following 
words: Our Father which art in heaven &c. to the end, to which he 
added “O most gracious God! thy heart is replete with love towards 
all mankind: Fill our hearts with shame, love and filial fear and obedi- 
ence, and may the words of our mouth, and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer, 
Amen.” His text “Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love, 
therefore, with loving kindness have I drawn thee.” The principles 
of this Sect respecting the person of Son of God is peculiar, I fancy, 
to themselves, their addresses are to the Lamb of God, under the 
idea of his supreme paternity, which to exalt his infinite and eternal 
love to mankind, they assert, suffered on the cross. Remainder of 
evening at home. 


31. Morn raw, dull, air drisly and extream sharp. Walk to booksale 
to buy for Nancy Eveleigh collection of Essays, epistles, odes by Mr. 
Pope. p.M. at Chamber Coffee House, evening at home with Mrs. 
Froad and her Company, at quadrille. 


February 1, 1780. Same air and wind as per many days before. Gave 
N.E. Churchyard Elegy by Gray. p.m. and evening at home, wrote to 


my wife. 


2. Morn clear, air still but raw, wind N. Went to Mr. Sladen’s there 
meeting Captain Carpenter from whom I received prices of goods at 
Salem and Boston. Passed evening at home.’ 


3. Morn dull, cold and raw, wind N. At Meridian Judge S. and 


S[amuel] S[ewall] called, former invited me to saltfish dinner next 


1. Note to Timmins this day about trunks and the exhorbitant charges of the 
“harpies” with whom he had left them. 
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Saturday. P.M. put my letter to Mr. ‘Timmins into Post Office. Passed 
an hour at Chamber Coffee House. Evening unwell, home. 


4. Aid moderate, wind S. Government Fast day. Attended at the 
College. Services tedious. Dr. Stonehouse preached an excellent ser- 
mon from “Now therefore let me alone.” In Evening at Lady Hunt- 
ingdon’s Chappel. A Mr. Gasket preached to a crouded assembly from 
“Rivers of waters run down mine eyes because they keep not they 
laws.” A very correct, extempore speaker; his delivery direct, pathetic, 
a fine person, and of a pleasing countenance. By the complasaince of 
doorkeeper, a female, was admitted to a seat in the throne, as tis called, 
at upper end of Chappell, encompassing desk and pulpit, surrounded 
by rails, allotted only to the better sort. After service had a short tete 
a tete with a male member and after a young native female Jamaican 
just arrived. 


y. Morn cold and raw, Fair, a.m. cloudy, wind S. Arose with head 
ach, within till Meridian. Dined at Judge S. on Salt Fish, a Mr. 
C[utler?] from Boston later from New York of our company. P.M. 
and evening there at quadrille. 


6. Morn cloudy, raw, wind S., sprinkling. Sunday at St. Nicholas 
Church, young Camplin preached from “Delight thyself also in the 
Lord &c.” At Meridian wind fresh clouds, sun and rain alternately. 
Dined by yesterday’s invitation at Mr. Lechmeres, our company, J. 
Russell, Nicholas Lechmere? and son Antony, besides family. Passed 
p.M. drank tea, supt. Mr. Ware and Lady being added. She at tea, he 
at supper. Departed at 12 o’clock. 


7. Morn cloudy and dull, sprinkling. Air mild and still, wind E. 
J. Russell paid me a long a.m. visit, read me letters from his family in 
New England. At 5 o’clock walkt up to Mr. Sladens, drank tea, passed 
2 hours there in conversation with a Mrs. Thomson an American in 
principle. 


8. Morn dull, cloudy, air damp still, wind E.S. Visited Mr. E. fam- 
ily, passed 2 hours at Chamber Coffee House, within remainder of 
2. Nicholas Lechmere (1722-?), customs officer of Newport; fled to England, 


banished and his estate confiscated, brother of Richard Lechmere. He was living in 
Bristol in 1793. 
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day. Mr. Barnes called in my absence. Finished a long letter to Mr. 
Smith, Sidmouth.? 


9. Morn cloudy damp air, calm, wind S.W., preceeding night rain. 
Early walk to post office. p.m. at Mr. Sladen’s, evening at home.* 


10. Morn damp, darkish, wind E. p.m. and evening at home writing. 
A.M. walk to Mrs. Stockdale’s in guinea Street beyond Redcliff church 
to hear her last proposals for board in case I should leave present 


lodgings.° 


17. Fair clear day, wind E. Mr. E. called and invited me to his house 
in P.M. and evening. A Meridian walk per me ipsum. Passed p.m. and 
eve with Mr. E. family and K [dlegible ]is, returned at 11 o’clock. 


12. Morn cloudy, air damp, wind E.S., raw. Abode within tll p.m. 
A short walk. Wrote and forwarded two letters to J[ohn] T[immins], 
London, W [illiam] B[rowne] Esq. Cowbridge. 


13. Morn cloudy, not dark, air raw, moist wind E. Sunday. At 


3. A letter appears in the letter book stricken out, with Curwen’s note appended, 
“T hope the person to whom the above was wrote will burn it and forget the contents, 
sensibly mortified at the recollection of my [7 word].” This in turn was followed by 
“Memo, wrote a long letter to Mr. Smith of Sidmouth, took no copy of it contrary 
to my usual practice, dated 8th February 1780.” 

4. A familiar subject surfaces this day in Curwen’s letter to Peter Frye: “I wrote 
you in a short letter of a mistake respecting 2 new fine shirts of mine you took along 
with you to London instead of 2 old coarse ones belonging to you, and with your 
mark, left among my linnen.” This same day he wrote to Cabot: “As there is an 
irish lottery to begin drawing the 24 of next June, the highest prize 10 thousand {, 
the tickets 5 guineas each, I would fain once more joyn you in 4 tickets, to be pur- 
chased in equal shares. Should the fickle Goddess, whose favours I shall from hence- 
forth no more solicit, smile, | may not need them, should she frown, I shall despair 
and in either case shall quit all future concerns with chances.” 

5. A long letter to Col. Browne at Cowbridge with particulars of America and 
Salem. “About six weeks ago a prize ship from Boston arrived at this port with 36 
passengers who were suffered to depart under a verbal promise to return back again 
into captivity if this government should not acknowledge the ship to be a cartel, and 
send back an equal number of Americans to Boston or to France. In event, and as 
might be expected, no notice is taken of them... The following are persons of the 
most eminence for business in Salem as far as my memory serves me: Hasket Derby, 
before mentioned, William Pickman, George Crowninshield, William Vans, Capt. 
Harriden, a brave and notable privateer Captain, Joseph Henfield, Capt. Silsbee, 
Samuel Gardner. Joseph and Joshua Grafton’s sons, Francis Clarke, Capt. George 
Dodges youngest sons, Joseph Orne, with a long list of Coopers, Carters and traders 
and apprentices, boys and labourers whose names were never known to you and me. 
Hasket Derby’s province tax is £11000, and his neibours complain he is not half 
taxed.” 
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Lewins Mead Meeting House, Mr. Estin preached from “Therefore 
I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be right &c.” P.M. at 
St. Nicholas, young Camplin the Curate preached from “Keep thy 
heart with all diligence, for out of it is the fulness of life.” After 
service a long circuits ramble round Quay over Swingbridge &c. &c. 
to Lodgings in York Street. After tea walkt to John Westleys rooms, 
unluckily just as service was ended. Entering the yard I fell into a 
conversation with a Brother who said preachers name was Smith, who 
with a Dr. Cope at Bath alternately supplied Pulpit on Sundays. Wor- 
ship begins at this church at 9, lasts till 1, length occasioned by ad- 
ministering Lord’s supper, weekly administered to professed Brethren. 
None but such being allowed to partake. From hence proceeded to 
Moravian Chappel. A Mr. Washington, the settled minister preached 
to a full assembly, from “And being formed in fashion as a man &c.” 
The great point insisted on, as usual, was that the Supreme Deity, The 
God and Father of all, the Creator of heaven and earth, or to use their 
own language the eternal Jehovah suffered death actually, truly, and 
properly, inthe form of Christ; or was the real, suffering, dying being 
who expired on the Cross. In the course of these extemporaneous, or 
memoriter effusions, such terms and expressions were used that made 
my blood, more than once almost forsake their channels; in truth was 
astonied and hurt to an extream degree, and has caused me to resolve 
on forsaking this and all assemblies of like overzealous orthodox tenets. 


14. Morn clear sky, bright sun, cool air, wind N.E. At Chamber 
Coffee House, in Gazette of this day not as official but probable Sir G, 
Rodneys feat off Cape St. Vincent to be related in page . P.M. 
walk, Evening at Theater, house crouded, play Milton’s Comus, gay 
Scenes, Entertainment, humourcus, called Critic, or tragedy re- 
hearsed, Acts. Puffs a most laughable scene Excellently performed. 





15. Morn dull and cloudy, wind N.E. p.m. and Eve same. Clear 
moderate air. Within all a.m. p.m. walk to Mr. Sladens, returned 
home. Passed evening at quadrille with Company. 


16. Morn dark cloudy. Air however dry, wind W. Evening fine. 
P.M. walk to the walk over St. Vincents rocks, then down to turnpike, 
through Clopton by Sir William Drapers, from thence across Brandon 
hill to Judge S. Drank tea and passed evening there by invitation with 
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Mr. and Mrs. Barnes, Miss Russell, a young lady of Ireland, and Miss 


Arbuthnot, neice of former. Returned at 11.° 


17. Morn cloudy, wind E. a.m. cloudy and sun alternately. Meridian 
at Chamber Coffee House for tea and passed an unagreeable visit at 


Mr. E. 


18. Morn cloudy and dull, air dampish, wind S.W., misty at times all 
day. P.M. 2 walks out to enquire at Taylor’s hall about sales there. Had 
a short tete a tete, evening at home. 


19. Fair clear morn, wind fresh W.N. Meridian at Chamber Coffee 
House, dined on salt fish, drank tea and passed evening at Judge S. 
Took a long circuits ramble, particulars neglected. 


20. Air raw and harsh, morn small flight of snow. Sun in and out. 
Sunday, at Maior’s chappell; by Mr. Weare invited into Maior’s seat. 
Mr. Trevarmy, Under Master to Grammer School, preached from 
‘‘And this is his promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life,” a 
pleasing orthodox discourse. In p.m. at St. Ervin’s Church, a small 
edifice encompassed round by buildings behind City Hall in corner 
of Corn and Broad Street. Contains one narrow passage to altar, about 
20 seats or pews, about 25 ft. wide and 70 or 80 long; curate named 
Alton, text “I must work the work of him that sent me while it is day 
&e.” At 5 o’clock walkt to Judge S. whom with his family I had half 
offended by neglecting to dine with them agreeable to last night’s 
invitation, somehow misunderstood by me. He, however, it seems, 
fulfilled his part of the bargain by accompanying me to Moravian 
Chappell, where we were entertained with a hodgepodge of absurd 
orthodoxy and with great seeming sincerity, and real earnestness, text, 
“Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by &c.” Evening at home. 


21. Fair, dry raw air, wind brisk and sharp at N.W. At home till 
dinner alone, the 2 females confined in bed by sickness. P.M. passed 
2 hours in Chamber Coffee House and drank tea. At chinaware sale. 
In my return stopt at John Westley’s room Broadmead, a Mr. Flood 
preacht to an uncrouded assembly of poor, old, maimed, from “Blessed 
are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.” 


6. A two-page letter to Sally Bretland about family affairs and with messages to 
her family and his other friends. 
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22. Raw, chilly, dampish air, wind W. Mr. Lechmere called to 
accompany me to see Captain Carpenter. Not being returned from 
London, we proceeded from his lodgings to those of young Jonathan 
Gardner and one Leavits at ShipTavern on Wapping side, but they 
being removed over into Kings Street Bristol at a Mrs. Martin’s on 
account of an ill report that they were American spies which gave 
offense to some of the ship building gentry there and had caused them 
some trouble. We now directed our course back again and finding 
young Gat’s new lodgings abode with him a couple of hours. Called 
at Post Office in my return home, where I abode alone.’ 


23. Air still, raw, cloudy and fair alternately. Wind N. a.m. long 
walk, at Chamber Coffee House, at Chinaware sale a.m. and P.M. 
Called on Mr. Barnes, he and she out on a visit. Drank tea at home.® 


24. Morn damp, dull and cloudy, wind calm, N.E. A short visit to 
Judge S., dined as for the 3d day with same company vizt. myself, the 
2 females having been confined upstairs. At 4 o’clock walkt to my 
usual rendevous for 5 days past, viz. Chinaware sale; the only article 
I am in pursuit of not yet, nor, as they say, to be expected of, it being 
closed, auctioneer discouraged by slender appearance of buyers. 
Lengthened my walk to St. Thomas and returning through Temple 
Street found it filling with stands against Fair to be held there next 
Monday. This evening home alone, declining Ladys invitation up- 
stairs. 


25. Cloudy, damp, raw air, wind fresh, S.W. a.m. within. P.M. went 
to Chamber Coffee House. In meantime Young Gordon paid me a 
visit. P.M. and evening rainy, at home. 


26. Fair, clear air, dry, wind N.E., excessively raw and freezing. 
Young made a second visit in my absence; declined Mr. E. invitation 
whom I met in Street. p.m. at Chamber Meeting House, drank tea, 
passed evening at home alone. 


27. Air mild and damp, wind W. Now and then sprinkling. Cap- 
tain my Landlady’s husband arrived last night from St. Kitts. Abode 
within all a.m. unwell. p.m. at St. Peter’s Church, Peter Street, Mr. 


7. Today Curwen wrote further to Cabot about the lottery. 
8. To Timmins a short letter of appreciation for looking after his trunks and 
forwarding his letters. 
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Ireland, curate, preached from “Then saith He unto them, my Soul is 
exceeding sorrowful even with death, &c.”” Church large, assembly 
moderate. Drank coffee at home. Evening at Lady Huntingdons 
Chappell, a Mr. Rowland preacht from “And the blood of Christ 
cleanseth from all sin”; an earnest delivery, uncommon action, a very 
crouded house, and great agitation among brother and sisterhood, 
manifested by loud sighing and groaning uttered to my no small dis- 
composure; seated within the rails. 


28. Air mild, damp, wind W., thin light clouds dim Phoebus rays. 
Meridian at Chamber Coffee House where meeting Mr. Wraxall re- 
ceived an invitation to tea. P.M. went at usual hour. Passed evening 
and supt. Returned at 10 o’clock in the rain. 


29. Morn remarkably fine, clear and mild, air soft, wind N. Having 
determined to take a ride to Bath, I equipt and mounted a Rosinante 
but he proving restive and vicious, having narrowly escapt breaking 
my neck or at least a limb by throwing myself off as quick as I could, 
even abandoned the thought of an horse, and on foot proceeded to 
Temple gate, hoping to be overtaken by a carriage going thence; on 
this disappointment I continued my walk to Mrs. Cantles Knowle 
hill where I continued with her for some time. 

Returning I was delayed by seeing an Inhaler at a pewterer’s union 
who observing my attention came out and described its use. Proceed- 
ing further, I came with a croud attending to the tale of a woman who 
telling them of a child that had left a purse containing notes to the 
amount of £1000 which I then doubted and now fully believe to 
have been a fiction raised to answer some cunning selfish purpose, 
from thence to my usual resort to Chamber Coffee House, after, Mr. 
F.. seeing me on change took a few turns with me. 

After he bespoke a seat in Bath stage at White Lion Inn for 4 
o'clock, at 4 past took my seat. At 6 alighted at Three Tons Inn, from 
whence on foot walkt to the Coffee House in Orange Grove. Here 
I abode 2 hours reading papers, drinking coffee &c., and received 
information from John Boylston my countryman that my friend 
Isaac Smith for whose sake I took this ramble was to take coach at 
Angel Inn tomorrow at 9 o’clock a.m. for Bristol. Hereupon I went 
thither and bespoke a seat with him, passing 2 hours in the streets 
and Abbey Square, to hear their remarks that proved amusing enough 
in an idle hour. Our ears were further entertained by the musketry of 
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Artillery Company discharged from Abbey Leads, and the incessant 
ringling of the bells to celebrate the Victory of Sir G. Rodney over 
Don Longara the Austrian of which as far as my information serves is 
to be entered in page . After being almost stunned and con- 
founded by the out of doors noise I sought a retreat in my Inn, and 
being shown into common room for want of my Companion who out 
in an engagement and therefore unconsultable I was glad to take up 
with such as offered, proving in event agreeable enough; my guest 
having his drink and supper separately, mine was veal cutlets and a 
small bason punch. 

At 11 o’clock each one returned to his repose. In my solitary walk 
before dark as I proceeded to Crescent, a whim came into my head 
to measure its distance from Circus through street lying be- 
tween them, finding it to be 280 of my paces of 24 feet each pace, the 
diameter of Circus 130 paces. 








March 1, 1780. Being summoned I arose between 8 and 9 o’clock 
and breakfasted: at 4 after 9 we entered the carriage and departed 
my friend Smith just before, and at 12 o’clock alighted at White Hart 
Inn Broadstreet Bristol, and from thence set off for my lodgings ac- 
companied by him whom I had invited to dine with me, he having 
engaged himself to Mr. Wright and Lady who were this P.M. to pay a 
visit at Mr. E. My friend and I joined company at 5 o’clock, drank tea 
and passed till 8 o’clock there, when with the family we took a turn 
into Queen’s Square to view the illuminations that made a brilliant 
appearance, it being on account of Sir G. Rodney’s victory. Returning 
back as far as their house together, they entered and we continued on 
through the streets that shone almost as bright as the sun in its 
meridian, and filled with innumerable throngs chiefly of the lower 
ranks, we all arrived at Mr. Wright’s home in Stokescroft to which I 
had been invited in our return. Here I passed remainder of evening till 
11 o clock and then took leave. 


2. Air mild, cloudy, now and then sprinkling, wind N.W. By mes- 
sage invited to dine at Mr. E.’s tomorrow, accepted with compliments. 
At meridian rode down to Lamplighters hall in a coach with Captain 
and Mrs. Froad, in order to see his ship the Cyrus at Hungrode, the 
births where large ships are moored by large iron chains and rings 
fastened into a rockybank, to unload part of their cargoes before they 
proceed up to the Quay. Stayed on board of her about 2 hours, from 
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thence returned on shore and dined at the Inn, on a dinner provided 
by the Captain’s expense, he not permitting me to pay any part of bill. 
Arrived at home about 6 o’clock. After tea walkt with Mrs. Froad to 
Cherry’s auction in Broadmead at 8 o’clock; from Captain I received 
the following toast, “May our Admirals have the eye of an Hawk, and 
the heart of a Wolf.” 


3. Air moderate, damp, now and then sprinkling, and a little sleet, 
wind Wly. Mr. Smith paid a short visit and told me he had excused 
himself to Mr. E. being to dine with some Rivals at Doctor Drum- 
monds county seat. Passed an hour at Chamber Coffee House, thence 
to Mr. E.’s where I dined, drank tea, supt, played at quadrille and de- 
parted at 11 o'clock. 


4. Clear, fair sky, fresh air, wind W. Dined at Judge S. by invita- 
tion with Mr. Smith. R[ichard] and N[icholas| Lechmere, Colonel 
Oliver, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Francis Waldo, and Vassall, drank tea, 
passed evening. Returned with Mr. Smith at 10 o’clock. 


s. Morn close and cloudy, air dampish, wind W. Sunday, at Lewins 
Mead Meeting House, Mr. Smith of Sidmouth preached from “Fear 
not, little flock; for it is their father’s good will to give you the king- 
dom.” Meridian walk in Queens Square after service. P.M. at St. 
Nicholas Mr. Camplin preached from “O let him take hold of my 
strength, that he may make peace with me &c.”’ Met Miss E., declined 
her invitation to tea, being preengaged to partake of Mrs. Bearpacker’s 
mothering cake. It is a custom here in midlent Sunday for a cake or 
cakes to be brought to Mothers and dine with her in conformity with 
which custom, some persons, meaning Females make a large one and 
present to their friends and acquaintance. This custom still continues 
in Gloucester, and is said to be derived from Joseph making himself 
known to his brethren. An evening walk to see Townsman, left a note 
for him being absent, to call on following a.m. 


6. Air rawish, damp, wind W. Within till 5 o’clock p.M., answering 
Mrs. L[akin’s] letter from Birmingham, drank coffee at Chamber 
Coffee House, evening at home.* 


1. A long friendly letter to Mr. Lakin with personal intelligence and some 
American war news. This note was followed in the letter book by an undated short 
business letter to John Timmins. 
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7. Morn dark, pale and damp, wind W. An a.m. ramble with Mr. 
Smith and after to the Fair on Temple Street, thence home till 3 
o'clock p.m. Thence to Mr. Waldo’s to dine, Company, He, Mr. 
Simpson, Nephew and young Borland, Drank tea, passed evening, 
departed at 9 o'clock. 


8. Air mild, thin clouds, wind dampish at W. Within a.M., P.M. at 
Chamber Coffee House. Young Gardner the Salemite drank tea, spent 
eve and supt with us. 


g. Wind and weather same as yesterday, at meridian sprinkling, p.m. 
fresh and very pleasant. Meeting Miss N. in streets walkt with her to 
eet: § 
post and returned with her, drank tea and passed evening there. 


10. A most delightful soft mild air, fresh and clear, wind W. At ¥ 
past 10 o’clock I began my walk from lodgings over Michael hill to 
Turnpike beyond Tindalls Park and along to Durdham down, cross- 
ing it to Parish of Westbury, and through to Henbury, continuing 
my route to lower road beyond Blaze Castle in the neibourhood of 
which I saw Mr. Fisher’s late servant Ned Jones standing at a door, 
grown to avery bulky size. Recognizing me he came up and decently 
accosted me. I also knew him; after a few questions mutually asked 
and answered I departed for King’s Weston, and from thence to Pitt 
passage, stopping at Lamplighters hall so called, and took a refresh- 
ment; crossing the passage to Pitt, passing through without stopping, 
though at this part of my ramble not a little fatigued. Slacking my 
pace over Leighdown, at 4 o’clock arriving at Rownham passage near 
the Wells, and at 6 o’clock reached my lodgings, having performed a 
circuits ramble of 15 miles in 5% hours, having mistakenly made 2 
deviations of ¥, mile each, needlessly lengthened my walk 2 miles. 
This day my fellow lodger a Mrs. Bearpacker left this House for 
former lodgings at Mr. Dolpret at Stapleton. 


zz. Mild soft air, wind S. A meridian walk. Mr. E. meeting, was 
invited to tea at Chamber Coffee House. 2 dauters of a Mr. Ewen who 
had [been] residents on the Island but drove off by civil storm, dined 
with us, and being told Captain Froad and Mrs. with myself intended 
to dine with them at Brislington, or Bassleton, expresst the pleasure to 
see them next Monday. At 5 o’clock walkt to Mr. E. drank tea, passed 
evening, departed at 10 before usual hour. 
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12. Morn drisly, wind S.W. a.m. at home indisposed. Sunday, P.M. 
at Lewins Mead Meeting House, Mr. Vickery preached from ““There- 
fore, thus will I do unto Thee O Israel, and because I will do this &c.” 
At Meridian clear, mild and agreeable. Mr. E. invited to his house to 
tea, passed eve and supt, departed at 11 o’clock. 


13. Morn Fresh clear and mild. About 10 sky clouded, wind boister- 
ous and hollow, great signs of approaching storm accompanied with 
raw chilliness. Walkt to Mr. Ewens with Mrs. Froad and her darling 
with maidservant attending, performed in an hour and ¥,. Captain 
Froad arrived after, dined, drank tea and departed leaving Captain, 
Mrs. Froad and son there. 1 hour brought me home. 


14. Milky thin clouds, sun in and out, fresh gale, wind S.E. Walkt to 
Judge S., invited to tea, at Chamber Coffee House P.M. 6 o’clock walkt 
to Isaac Smith, drank tea, passed eve and supt, Company Mr. Simpson, 
Mr. Francis Waldo, Mr. Fanueil and Lady, and Miss Russell. Played 
at quadrille. 


15. Morn milky sky, damp air, sun visible, wind N.W. 


16. Wind and weather the same. a.m. at the Wells, p.m. and eve- 
ning at home. 


17. Morn fair, wind W. At ro began to drisle, lasted all day. Eve 
moon seen through thin clouds. Meeting Mr. E. at Cadells shop he 
asked me to walk and after to his house, Mrs. E. to tea, went as desired 
and abode there till 11 o’clock. 


18. Morn close, dark and rainy, wind S. Gave Mrs. F. notice of in- 
vitation to take new lodgings in a fortnight from yesterday, its remote 
situation, dirtiness of approaches &c. &c. render my abode any longer 
inconvenient. P.M. drisly. Walkt up to Miss Meggots at 6 o’clock at 
her invitation to Mr. E. family and myself to take a revanche for loss 
at quadrille the day before, drank and passed evening there, departed 
at 9, waiting on the Ladies home they urged my entering, supt and 
abode till 11 o’clock. Fine clear sky, bright moon. 


19. Morn raw and blustering, sky overcast, wind W. Sunday, at 
Lewins Mead Meeting House, Mr. Wright made an excellent sermon, 
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as he always does, from “Be ye all of one mind, having compassion 
one of another.” p.m., All Saints Doctor Stonehouse preached from 
“Then said Jesus, Father forgive them: for they know not what they 
do.” Went out and returned, drank tea at home, afterwards walkt to 
Whitefields tabernacle, sermon half finisht, house crouded, no com- 
modious seat, silently withdrew after 4 hour stay. Minister whose 
name was Dunn earnestly recommended instant repentance from 
those words of Scripture briefly repeated “today whilst it is called 
today,” presuming that was the text. Passed remainder of evening at 
home. 


20. Morn close, drisly, wind W. Passed p.m. at Chamber Coffee 
House, Eve at home. 


21. Morn dull, dark and cloudy, wind W. At Meridian clear. Visited 
Judge S., entertained Mrs. Ravenhill thence to Coffee House. Drank 
tea and passed evening at Mr. Barnes in playing ormbre departed at ro. 


22. Air moist, sky milky, dim sun, wind W. Meridian an hours walk 
with Mr. E. on change, drank tea at Coffee House, evening with Cap- 
tain and Mrs. F. played 3 hands cribb at home. 


23. Sky clear, air moist, mild, very pleasant. a.m. ramble to the 
wells and from Durdham down through Clifton to Coffee House. 
Treated Captain and Mrs. F. with cake and tea. Passed evening in 
reading. 


24. Morn Fair, wind fresh, raw at S.E. Walkt designing to attend at 
College, there being in Church Calendar a Fast day, but being too 
late called on young Gardner my Townsman where I saw a son of one 
Simon Gardner who had been for many months a prisoner in France. 
For forms sake people have a shutter or two up in their front shops 
and the Churches are open, in other respects secular business 1s carry- 
ing on as usual. My Landlady’s zeal, for women are ever the coolest 
or warmest in their religious zeal, attended Church and literally 
fasted but my zeal for church observances did not prevent eating a 
hearty dinner of salt fish and roots, which I made solitary, dull North 
American, my pastime during the day P.M. was walking to and fro and 
reading a little. Paid Mrs. F. 3 months board: being 14/ too much, 
which however she did not think proper to refund after 2 days dis- 
covery of the mistake. 
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25. Morn remarkably clear and pleasant, air mild. Walkt to Mrs. 
Ravenhill to acquaint her that I design to remove to her house by and 
bye. Returned and dined at former lodgings, gave Betty Jones maid- 
servant customary fee 5/ to prevent reproaches, her cross unobliging 
behaviour not deserving a gratuity, but custom must be complied 
with. Went in quest of a porter, on whose back I put my baggage at 
twice and lodged [7 word] in my new abode No. 23 Trinity Street. 
Returning back drank tea and shaking my late Landlady by the hand 
and kissing her little fondling took a very friendly seeming leave. 
Passed eve in my new abode commencing from this hour vizt. 7 
o’clock Saturday Eve March 25, 1780. Terms to be found tea, choco- 
late, coffee or what household please for breakfast, dinner and supper 
as usual at boarding houses, use of back parlour constant and free 
when wanted for Company, with fire to allow 14/9 a week. 


26. Morn light, sky milky, wind boisterous. N.W. Sunday, passed 
a tolerable night, arose at usual hour, attended at Lewins Mead Meet- 
ing House, Mr. Wright preached a sensible but fanciful discourse 
from “Touch me not, for I am not yet ascended to my Father &c.” By 
invitation in morning dined with Judge S., passed p.m. there, drank 
tea and supt, returned at rr. 


27. Morn clear, air mild, wind fresh at N.W.., a.m. at home examin- 
ing and disposing effects. p.m. at Coffee House. Passed an hour with 
Judge S. and after at 4% play—comedy “Double falsehood.” Enter- 
tainment “G[ilegible| Pippin,” an unentertaining performance, per- 
haps old age has taken off my relish. My hearing being imperfect I 


find but little inclination to stage diversion. 


28. Morn dull, dripping, continued all day. Drank tea and passed 
eve at home. Invited Judge S. and family but they were preingaged. 


29. Morn drisling, wind boisterous N.W., dripping all day. Re- 
mained within till 4 o’clock. Went to Coffee House, thence to Messrs. 
Simpson and Francis Waldo’s lodgings, drank tea, evening at Whist. 


30. Morn raining, wind boisterous at N.W. ro sun out, soon shone 
bright, wind fresh, dry, sky clear and uncloudy remainder of day. 


2. Probably William Popple’s The Double Deceit, or The Cure for Jealousy, 
produced in 1735. 
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Visited by N.E., invited to tea, walkt out with her. After per me 
ipsum till dinner. p.m. at home reading.’ 


31. Milky sky, wind W.S., fair and cloudy by turns. Walk to Mr. 
E. to return a poem borrowed of N.E. Judge S. and family with 
Messrs. Simpson and Waldo spent evening with me, the latter de- 
parted at 9, former supt on oysters and ham, played at Whist and 
tredille. 


April 1, 1780. Morn cloudy, wind fresh, S.W. Meridian small 
sprinkling, p.m. drisly. Dined at Judge S. on saltfish, passed p.m. and 


evening. 


2. Morn dark, drisly, wind brisk at N.W. Sunday, abode within 
till p.m., at Lewins Mead Meeting House, Mr. Estin preached from 
“Yea, thow castest off fear, and restrainest prayer before God.” For- 
warded letter to W.C., Received one from Joseph Scott employed 
by Mr. Timmins, ill, with % my allowance. Drank tea with Mrs. 
Ravenhill, passed an hour at Coffee House, remainder of eve at home, 
supt, retired at 10. 


3. Clear and cloudy alternately, wind fresh at N. a.m. within, P.M. 
Judge S. passed an hour with me at Cribb and in evening S. Sewall 2 
hours at backgammon. A bitt of apple tart caused a cholicy pain in 
S&B producing sundry a posteriore segrahcsid, confining me at home. 
A dram of gin relieved my pain, pleasingly disappeared in resting all 
night without any call to rise.’ 


4. Morn fair, thin white clouds scattered over face of blew firma- 
ment, now and then dimming Sun, wind N. fresh and coolish Meridian 
raw air and hail. Ciloc sniap ton etiuq demover. Within till p.m., at 
auction room Bridge Street, after at Cadell’s. At 6 o’clock Judge S. 
called and invited me over to tea, returned at 11. 


y. A.M. Clear and cloudy alternately, air closed, hail, snow and rain, 
wind blusterous N.W. p.m. clear, cloudy and hail. Walkt and then to 
Judge S., drank tea staid till 11 o’clock. 


3. Curwen wrote to William Cabot to inquire “wether the smaller prizes will be 
paid to the holders of the fortunate tickets in money, and in that case, wether in 
London, how long after notice of their having been drawn, and at what discount.” 

1. A business letter to Joseph Scott, Curwen’s new agent in London, who took the 
place of the ill John Timmins. 
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6. Morn clear sky, a.m. closed in, wind fresh at W., frequent show- 
ers of hail and sleet. Mrs. S. and S.S. drank tea and after Judge S. passed 


eve with me. 


7. Sun unbright, air lively and coolish, wind Nly. Called twice at 
Mr. Sladens. Meeting Mr. E. walkt with him and invited to tea. In 
absence Judge S. sent over for me, and being again asked accepted, 
though I confess, somewhat reluctantly what to do, the latter invita- 
tion. Hope I haven’t embarrassed myself with former family whom 
[ve neglected. If an enquiry be made, must disentricate myself as well 
as I can, how I’m ignorant. My safety depends on their taking no 
notice, for truth I must not violate.” 


8. Clear sky most part of the day, air fresh and cool, W. At Coffee 
House, p.M. and evening at Mr. Simpson old lodgings at invitation of 
former whom I met at Meridian, returning at 9. Starry bright sky. 
Forwarded answer to Mr. Scott this p.m. 





g. Sky milky, sun dim, air raw, wind . Dekaw thiw h. a. Con- 
fined ull p.m. Sunday, attended Lewins Mead Meeting House, Mr. 
Wright preached from “In this, the children of God are manifest.” 
Returned home with Misses Eveleigh, by whose invitation I called in 
to see their papa, between whom and myself was settled the affair of 
7th, and engaged for next Tuesday p.m. Passed an agreeable tete a tete 
of an hour, drank tea at my lodgings being my treat of M. and D. Eve 
walk to Wells, returned at 8, remainder at home, retired to bed early. 


10. The six preceeding nights uncommonly cold for season, or the 
chamber wherein I lay extreamly so; it feels like the cave of Aeolus, or 
the very manufacturing shop of Cold. Morn dull, milky sky, sun dim, 
air raw, wind changeable, tending towards N. point principally. p.m. 
at Change Coffee House, remainder of time at home. 


12. Morn dull, air less raw, wind . Disturbed by a sudden 
outcry and scream in Entry I was sitting at breakfast, I arose, opening 
door perceived the maidservant running by in great haste and through 
the courtyard and into the kitchen. I followed and found her falling 
into a very decent and fashionable fit of hysterics which continued tll 
a glass full of Sal armon and water was swallowed and the bottle held 





2. To Joseph Scott, further instructions covering the quarterly blank receipts. 
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to her nose. It seems the girl had been down cellar and was bringing 
up a box of coals and being arrived to the top of the stairs accidentally 
turning her head around, espied somewhat in motion at a little dis- 
tance behind her. Hereupon she thre v down her basket and fetcht 
a loud scream, and set off with all her might to the end of the entry 
and back again proceeding into the kitchen where I saw her. In event 
it turned out to be a wisp of straw catching hold of her petticoats was 
dragged along which she seeing mistook for a rat at her heels, fear a 
fanciful, creative passion had realized into the aforesaid animal and 
occasioned her real or affected distress and the great bustle and uproar 
in the house continued in till Meridian, and then ran over to Judge S., 
paid short visit, returned home, putting on my surtout apprehending a 
shower, I again, however, sallied forth began a Meridian walk; first 
stage at Mr. Nat Coffins Princes Street, but he being absent left a 
card, proceeding forewards, on Bristol back so called being the Quay 
on Avon beyond the horn in the river and bounded by new bridge 
over to St. Thomas’s. Meeting Mrs. Richards who renewed her invi- 
tation to her house to tea which I plainly told her appeared to be meer 
compliment but she deneyed it and engaged me for next Monday P.M. 
Passing over Bridge through Temple proceeded onward to Turnpike 
back never before seen by me. It lyes on Avon and parallel 
with this and Temple street between which it runs; expectation not 
deceived, a shower delayed. At 5 o’clock walkt to Mr. Sladens and 
Mr. E., at this latter drank tea and passed evening at an unlucky game 


of quadrille, Miss Eveleigh being abroad. 


12. Sky milky, dim sun, harsh air, wind N.W. Meridian clear. Visit 
Mrs. F.’s thence to Coffee House, received 2 first Nos. Protest Maga- 
zine, engaged of Cadell. Took Mary Ann with me to Mr. Sladens to 
talk with Captain Carpenter, he being about to depart, as he says, in 7 
or 8 days. Sent an invitation to Judge and S. Sewall to come over and 
play Backgammon and received in return one from them. Accepted 
his and passed p.m. and evening there, receiving another for tomorrow 
dinner with Company. Returned as usual at 11 o’clock, clear sky. 


13. Morn dusky and dull, wind fresh and raw N.W. Dined agree- 
able to yesterdays with Company. Mr. Lechmere and Mrs. Nie and 
Colonel Oliver. Passed p.m. and evening, fine morn. Stopping at Mr. 
FE. was invited by Nancy to take a revanche for the other nights bad 
luck at quadrille. At my return found a letter from W.C. with advice 
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he has bought 4 irish lottery tickets and last years prize is not yet paid 
off. 


14. Morn dusky, appearance of rain, dim sun, air raw, wind. Visited 
by Mr. Nat Coffin and R. Hallowell. a.m. walk on visit to Mr. James’s 
on Philips plain, welcomed, asked to repeat my visit. Staid an hour. 
Meridian fine clear air and pleasant. Meeting Mr. Borland widow’s 
eldest son John, recognized each other, made mutual compliments and 
invitations. P.M. at Change Coffee House. Mr. E. entering repeatedly 
invited me home, complied, drank tea with Mr. and Mrs. E.; the 2 
Misses and Miss M. entered after, passed evening together, separated 
at 11 o clock. 


15. Milky sky, sun in and out, air moist, rawish, wind N.W. Low in 
spirits, within all a.m. At 4 o’clock p.m. walk out, stopt at Coffee 
House, drank tea at home, after, Judge S. invited me by message to his 
house, passed an hour which lasted till 11 o’clock.® 


16. Milky sky, fresh air, wind N.W. Sunday, at Lewins Mead 
Meeting House, Mr. Wright preached from “In this the children of 
God are manifested.” Dined at Judge S., passed p.m. there, his dauter 
being too late for p.M. service but to atone attended at Lady Hunt- 
ingdon’s Chapel, with him, Miss Sewall and son, a Mr. Wills preached 
to a very crouded assembly as usual there, from “For by Grace are he 
saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves &c.” Returned to 
where I dined, and then remained till bed time 11 o’clock past. 


17. Cloudy, hail, rain, sun and high wind, in quick succession, the 
latter continuing, at W. p.m. at Coffee House, drank tea at Mr. 
Wraxell’s, evening at home. 


18. Cold raw blustering wind at W. Walkt to C[arpenter] and 
G[ardner |’s lodgings to give orders about delivery of my letters, they 
being soon, as they say, to depart to New York. p.m. received an 
invitation by message from Judge Sewall to pass p.m. and eve at his 
house with Company, who were Alderman Haskins and Dunster, a 
Mrs. Brown, Maiden social Lady of fortune, passed time at quadrille. 


3. Curwen wrote to Isaac Smith to offer him the opportunity to take a one guinea 
share in the five lottery tickets he and Cabot had purchased. 
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19. Air less raw than yesterday, sun in and out, wind N., lively air. 
Visited Mr. Wright, drank tea, and passed a very sociable evening. 
Yesterday in going home met Mr. Nat Coffin with Mr. Barnes and 
family bound to house of former who pressed my joyning, a pre- 
engagement to Judge S. obliges me to decline with civility.’ 


20. Fair, clear sky, air mild. Walkt to young G.’s lodgings, and de- 
livered my letters into his own hands. p.m. at Coffee House, just at my 
arrival at my own door Mrs. S. told me her husband had a few mo- 
ments since sent over for me, whereupon I went over, drank tea, 
passed eve at backgammon, quadrille and chatter till usual hour of 
retirement. 


21. Morn raw, windy, rainy appearance, wind sounds hollow. Paid 
off Moss Apothecary’s bill twice as much as I expected. Visited by Mr. 
Simpson and by him invited to his home but declined having engaged 
Judge S. at my lodgings this p.m. Received from J.R. Squire Smart’s 
speech at York assembly against associations. At 5 o’clock Judge 
Sewall came over, passed a hour at backgammon to whom Mrs. and 
Miss and S[amuel] S[ewall] joined. Drank tea and passed eve. 


22. Morn cool, dim sun, wind fresh at W. p.m., drisly. Within tll 
5 o'clock, being designed to visit Mrs. Ravenhill was arrested by Judge 
S., entered and remained with him for the eve. 


23. Milky sky, wind boisterous at W. At Meridian showery. Sun- 
day, attended at Lewins Mead Meeting House, Mr. Estin preached 
from “For if the righteous scarcely be saved &c.” Dined at Judge S. by 
invitation. P.M. attended prayers at College, drank tea and past eve at 
place, same. 


24. Milky sky, dim sun, fresh air, wind W. Rose very late. This day 
4 years are compleat since I abandoned my home, mate, effects and 
friends. God, only, knows whether I shall ever be restored to them, or 
they to me. Party rage, like Jealousy and superstition is cruel as the 
grave; that moderation is a crime in times of evil confusions, many 
good virtuous and peaceable persons now suffering banishment from 


4. A letter to his wife with many portions crossed out, the balance simply local 
gossip. This is followed in the letter book by a long undated letter to George Russell 
of friendly wishes, apologies for being a poor correspondent, and some political 


gossip. 
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America are the wretched proofs and instances. May it please God to 
inspire with wisdom and true policy the Conductors principal in this 
truly lamentable war, on both sides the Atlantic, and once more give 
peace in our time, for there is no other to whom we can with sure con- 
fidence apply but to him who is pleased to style himself the head of 
people and God of armies. Walkt out to Bedminster churchyard and 
in returning passed through Redcliff churchyard, after copying out a 
few epitaphs. Whilst busily engaged two lads entered both being 
stript to their buffs, accompanied by a numerous croud who formed 
a ring, highly delighted to approve at seeing the young combatants 
maul and bruise each other, both of whose bodies, before I left the 
croud, were covered with wounds and black and blue spots, and their 
faces with their own and each others blood. Cruel delight! Met some 
acquaintance in street, called at Coffee House, my usual resort to 
reach news. Here I met Parson Estin who for the first time recognized 
me, received an invitation to tea following day. At 6 o’clock accom- 
panied Mrs. S. to see Belles Strategem,’ Entertainment Waterman. I 
would not indulge a cynical, surly disposition; but I cant help owning 
I found great disappointment at the Theatric performances. Actors 
fall below my idea of just imitation. To my seeming they overact, 
underact or contradict nature, a hero is a bully, a gentleman a cox- 
comb, a coxcomb a fool, a Lady affected, pert and insipid, but a 
Whore, Chambermaid and Footman, gamesters and the whole series 
of under-characters not ill played off. The dialogue of former play 
entertaining and sentimental, the [7 word] of female wit a Mrs. Cow- 
ley. The latter soso. 


25. Milky sky, damp, sun dim, air moderate, wind W. Received an 
invitation to tea and cards this p.m., declined being preingaged, and 
also Mr. Francis Waldos. Spent 2 hours in exploring a sempstress who 
had ingaged to do some work for me but whose delays make me ap- 
prehend some danger of loosing my linnen and told her unless informs 
measures be used to bring to her duty to which purpose left a hum- 
ming message to be communicated to her. Agreeable to invitation of 
yesterday I went to Mr. Estins, drank tea with 4 Elderly Ladies who 
of themselves, without making me any compliment, sat down to the 
quadrille table. Supt and past, however, a sociable evening. Returning 
home with Mrs. Coates, the mother of Mrs. E., and her son the Lawyer 


5. Tbe Belle’s Stratagem, a comedy by Mrs. Hannah Cowley, produced in 1780. 
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I was invited to pass next evening with them; conditionally promised. 
An uncomfortable rainy walk. 


26. A blue sky, quick passing clouds, sun in and out, wind W., brisk 
air. Called at Mr. N. Coffins, saw Mrs. C., asked to walk up, declined, 
the family being in disorder. Meridian, Change Coffee House, sat in 
bar room with mistress which passed 4 hour, eat a jelly. Meeting Mrs. 
R[ichards] agreed on the day for my visit. p.m. and hour at Coffee 
House, at 6 o’clock went to Mrs. Coates’s, drank tea, supt, played 
quadrille with the last nights old Ladies, won 24 stakes and lost 5 by 
one who craftily failed to pay me, scorning to ask her seeing her mean- 
ness. Departed at 11 in rain. 


27. Morn dull and rainy, within tll 5 o’clock, passed eve at Misses 
Simpson and Francis Waldo lodgings and p.m. with the two Lech- 
meres at Whist. Returned home by 10.° 


28. Rain, walkt therein, met a countryman who told me about 
Clintons arrival before Charleston to be entered amongst the Polit. 
artists. Invited to pass evening and p.m. at Judge S., Company a Mrs. 
Long of Ireland, Mr. and Mrs. Fanueil, Mr. Oxnard, with young 
Inman and his wife, a son of Ralph’s in military line, and Miss Inman, 
a british native. 


29. A clear morn, somewhat rawish, wind blusterous, within till 
dinner at Judge S., returned home as usual at 11 o’clock. 


30. Alternately clear and cloudy, wind brisk. Sunday, conducted 
Mrs. S. and her eldest son Jonathan to Lewins Mead Meeting House, 
Mr. Wright preached from “And Jesus answered and said unto him, if 
a man love me &c.” Detained about an hour in the Vestry, to which 


6. To Isaac Smith he wrote of lottery adventures and the American war. Answer- 
ing Smith’s question as to what had happened to General Clinton, Curwen wrote: 
“After 2 months passage from New York he arrived in Georgia, and had proceeded 
to within 1% miles distance of Charlestown, S. Carolina, before which he was to have 
opened his batteries of 40 cannons on the 11th of March, that the town had variously 
reported, 4 or 6 thousand troops of all sorts, sizes, colours and [7 word] in it, was 
divided into 4 parts by deep trenches or canals, filled with water, intersecting each 
other at right angles, that the defenders were resolved to dispute the ground inch by 
inch, partisan representation says, they had, however, no great relish for a patriotic 
death I was going forwards on a round trot, designing to fill up my whole 
sheet, but luckily for you, a blank as not unusual to me presenting itself before my 
mind stops my progress, obliging me to break off abruptly.” 
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place I undertook to introduce Mrs. S. and N.E., with whom I had an 
agreeable tete a tete receiving an invitation to tea. After several disap- 
pointments, we at length procured a Carriage and rode home together, 
a very heavy shower began to fall the moment service was ended, 
detained, and huddled in for a while into confusion, one flash of 
lightning only attended by the rain. p.m. within, drank tea at Mr. E., 
a disagreeable interview, wholly unexpected from the quarter where 
it came. 


May 1, 1780. Morn mild, cloudy, air damp, wind W. Early walk to 
Post Office, Meridian walk to Redcliff back, often heard, never before 
explored, passing the building wherein 120 Spanish prisoners are con- 
fined. At Meridian the clouds that had been gathering were distilled 
in small rain. May day celebrated as usual. At 5 o’clock went to Mrs. 
Richards according to appointment to drink tea, my countryman a 
Capt. Carpenter who presently entered and beginning a rude conver- 
sation about American war, behaved to an extream, indecent and pro- 
fane, abusing all persons in whom he saw proper to bestow the charac- 
ter of Tories, enemies to their Country, as vile worthless rascalls all, 
including everyone without exception who had left America and were 
now residing in England or else were out of their own Country, using 
the most horrid and profane expressions, and with shocking freedom 
the word God, asserting with oaths the most palpable falsehoods and 
absurdities. Perhaps the measure of his folly, impudence and impiety 
exceeded the common, being much more than half drunk, having been 
that day at a dinner at the Bush or one of the great taverns, who 
[ with? | some Seamen of his own rank and party who had blown up 
his zeal beyond its usual heighth. However though I made allowance 
for his condition I did not fail to give him many severe checks and 
rebukes, from whence I conclude he will, on his arrival home be sure 
to brand me with the odious character of Tory, friend to Government 
and a bitter enemy to Country, which however I pray God to preserve 
from all the horrors of intestine commotions. My zeal, however, ran 
the hottest against his profanity, nonsense and madness all of which 
markt his behaviour with the strongest traits in so much that Mrs. 
Richards threatened to turn him out of the house though on his poli- 
tical side of the question. 


2. Sky clear, air mild, wind W. Abode within till after tea. Evening 
walk per me ipsum, spirits low. 
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3. Morn dull, cloudy, remainder fine and delightfull, wind E. Walkt 
over to Bedminster and took off Epitaphs from grave stones. P.M. 
returned and copied off the whole I could find, from thence to Redcliff 
and finished the whole there. Some are preserved as specimens, a few 
of Bristol poetry in this line. 


4. P.M. Overcast, great appearance of rain, within. Judge S. family 
came over and past evening with me. 


y- Morn clear, air mild, with Mr. E.’s family, came to a full eclaire- 
issement Sunday evening to mutual declared satisfaction. Meridian 
Change Coffee House. Meeting Mr. Simpson then was invited to pass 
P.M. and evening at his lodgings. Went and staid to usual hour 9. 


6. Milky sky, air [2 word], wind N. Within a.m., Meridian ex- 
changed bank bill at Cadell’s, saw a real or fictitious cockatrice of 
which the following is an imperfect description; head rounded, large 
eyes, a flap behind with which when asleep he covers them or awake 
kept back, bill about an inch long, blunt at end, as pike bony, on its 
crown, long and as big as a cockspur full grown, behind head, rim, 
upright, jagged or indented, filled with short prickles, crop prominent, 
neck two or three inches long, body big as a large full grown frog, or 5 
inches and shaped like it, perhaps somewhat thicker, four feet, the fore 
set very back like a frogs, the hinder longer resembling birds claws 
long and slender, back well ribbed or boned, two broad rounded 
wings, like the large fins of a dog fish, tail like a rat, larger, however, 
and longer. It is apparantly both of the aquatic and land animal class, 
or what Naturalists call amphibious. Drank tea at Mr. E. and after, 
walkt with the 3 Ladies over bridge, across the green, through rope 
walks to glass House. Thence back over river terrace bank home, 
passed evening then retired at 11 o’clock. 


7. Morn dull and cloudy, air mild, wind W. Sunday at Lewins Mead 
Meeting House Mr. Estin preached from “Now the God of Peace 
that brought again from the dead &c.” p.m. at John Baptist Church, 
bottom of Broad Street, tis a narrow building, consisting of one Aisle 
only and about 22 feet broad, in excellent repair, as to the credit of 
this City it is said they all are; Congregation small, appearance respect- 
ing dress scarcely up to mediocrity. The curate Yeatman preached 
from “And when he had spoken these things &c.” Drank tea at home. 
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Walkt over river terrass to Downs Square, Eve at home, supt on 
asparagus. 


8. Morn dull and cloudy, wind N., boisterous, drisly throughout 
day. Wrote W.C." Received G.R. of Birmingham’s answer; latter part 
of Eve at Judge S. by invitation, played at quadrille. 


9. Morn drisly and dark. a.m. within, answered G.R. of Birming- 
ham’s of yesterday’s receipt.? Wind W., fresh, uniform weather all 
day. p.M. at Judge S. for an hour, drank coffee at home and passed 
Fvening. 


10. Preceeding night extreamly boisterous, wind at W. Air cold and 
raw and flawy, hail, wind at same point and high, hail and drisle at 
intervals all day. p.m. Coffee House, drank tea at home and passed 
Evening.’ 


11. Wind fresh, cool at S.E. Fine, clear pleasant air. At Mr. E. thence 
with 2 young Ladies over Redcliff parade passage to Bedminster, 1n- 
vited by Mr. and Miss N.E. to tea, declined, being under a preingage- 
ment, promist for tomorrow. At dinner seized with a violent nervous 


headach. Passed latter part of eve at Cribb with Judge S. 


12. Wind high, blustering raw and hollow, at S.E. Walkt to see the 
Curiosities of Manilla Ship Janis, where I saw a deal of Company par- 
ticulars not minuted down forgotten therefore. Made 2 visits to Mr. E., 
one to excuse my visit, the other to invite Nancy to come and view 
aforesaid Curiosities, headach prevented. Following night very clear, 
fine moon, dry air, blustering wind. 


13. Blew sky, white windy clouds, fresh gale, wind W. Within till 
after dinner, wrote to Mr. Festin at Exmouth, past p.m., drank tea and 
supt at Mr. E. 


14. Fine mild air, thin clouds. Meridian air changed, raw, and a 
drisle, promising signs of an approaching rain. Conducted Miss Meg- 


1. A brief letter to Cabot inquiring about his health, rumors of his going back to 
America, and, of course, lottery tickets. The same day he wrote to Joseph Scott 
acknowledging “the bill enclosed.” 

2. A brief business note to George Russell. 

3. To Cabot at Lambeth Terrace, a letter on lottery tickets. This was followed 
by a brief polite note of “leave-taking” addressed to Mr. Festin. This, in turn, was 
followed by a further note on lottery ticket purchases adddressed to Cabot. 
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got, at her own request though afterwards, the cause of very ill usage 
arising from her taking a great cold, which she unreasonably imputed 
to me, and past over Redcliff parade passage to the Church, and an Ex- 
cellent discourse from “God also bearing him witness &c.,” preacher 
unknown. Returned back same way. Examining a grave stone found 
my memory, treacherous as it ever is, had betrayed me into loss 
of a pot of coffee wagered with Nancy Eveleigh eve before. Returning 
home found a letter from W.C. inclosing 2 half guinea tickets in irish 
lottery to be held in common with Misses, Mr. and the E. in equal 
proportions. In p.m. at Lewins Mead Meeting House Mr. Estin 
preached “Tis better to go to the house of mourning than &c.” P.M. 
rain, drank tea at home. Eve at Lady Huntingdon’s Chappell, a Mr. 
Wills preached from “Finally, Brethren, farewell, be perfect &c.” The 
preacher took an affectionate leave of his audience being about to 
depart on a converting progress, I was going to say ramble, through 
South Wales. He warmly cautioned them against the damnable doc- 
trine of arianism. The professors at one blow he condemned to eternal 
perdition. Pity it is that Orthodoxy, meaning thereby, not right just 
thinking but the belief of established notions under the sanction of civil 
authority, should always in all cases and at all times, 1.e. the bulk or 
majority, be accompanied with wncharitableness, the conduct charac- 
teristic of the false church. Sat by an agreeable female, but few of 
whom to my American taste to be found, sociable disposition, soft 
mellow voice, and pleasing form rendering my situation singularly 
entertaining and pleasing. 


15. Morn clear still air, wind at W., uncommonly mild and pleasant. 
In my return Coopers apprentices in procession having ensigns stand- 
ards and staves, adorned with ribbons, flowers and emblems of their 
trade, issuing from [7 word] street hall, through Masson Street. 


76. Sun in and out, air lively and mild, wind W., continued so till 
after bed time. p.m. visited Miss R., having hinted my invitation to 
Miss M. house with the E. Family, she altered her designed visit there 
and accompanied me to former’s, drank tea and passed eve together, 
attended her home. 


17. Mild air, milky sky, dim sun, wind W. Accompanied Miss N.E. 
to Lewin’s Mead Meeting House. This Day an Annual Convention of 
dissenting ministers, wherein service is performed, Officiators Mr. 


Manning of Exeter began by prayer and giving out psalm, a Mr. 
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made second prayer, Mr. Armstrong of Bath preached an 
ingenius discourse from “And this is the that light &c.” Dined at 
Judge S., took leave at 4 o’clock, passed 4 hour at Mr. E., proceeded 
to Mr. Wraxall’s, but he being out, continued my walk to Mr. 
Walkers, drank tea, passed an 4 hour in a tete a tete with Miss. Re- 
turned home at 9 o’clock, remainder of evening till 11 at Cribb with 


Judge S. 


18. Clear fine day, mild air, visited at Mr. E., invited to dine by Mrs. 
E., drank tea, walked with N. and Miss Lavis and other Ladies to 
Brandon hill, returned by way of Clifton, M!ilegible! Dock and over 


terrass, supt and returned at 11 as usual. 


19. Mr. Hogg called on me and took compliments to Exeter friends, 
called on N.E. to accompany her to Redcliff Churchyard to settle a 
wager about an Epitaph. Mr. Davis of Shepton Mallet, entering, pre- 
vented our ramble. Thence to Mr. Joseph Waldo’s house in Cumbold 
Street and from thence to Nat Coffins who is going to Boston on ac- 
count of his health. Meeting R. Hallowell in the street, who read some 
passages in a letter from his father Gardiner at Poole, informing of the 
distresses of our Country, discontent of people at continuance of the 
troubles intimating their wishes to return back to former connexions 
with their Country wherein I cordially joined. Would that happy 
Event may soon happen, accompanied with honour and safety to all 
peoples. Drank tea at Mrs. Froad with Mrs. Edmonstone. Evening at 
home. 


20. Morn fair and clear, air brisk and pleasant, wind W. Within as 
usual till Meridian. Invited by message to dinner at Judge S. on new 
salt fish. Walkt to St. James Church to take off an Epitaph. Dined, 


passed p.M., drank tea, supt as invited. 


21. Sky milky, air brisk, wind N.W. Sunday, at Lewins Mead Meet- 
ing House, Mr. Wright preached from “Give glory to the Lord God 
before he cause darkness &c.” Invited to enter Meeting House by Miss 
E. whom I accompanied home. P.M. at same place, Mr. Manning 
preached “And he said unto them, if they will not hear Moses &c.” 
Walkt home with Mr. E. and drank tea. The Ladies all out at tea. Mrs. 
E. arriving at 9 we sat down to a dish of asparagus, departed before 
return of the Ladies. 
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22. Milky sky, air raw and cool, wind W. fresh. Within tll Meri- 
dian, reading Humphrey Clinker. p.m. walk, read papers, went to Mr. 
Simpson, drank tea, passed eve at Whist with Mr. Barnes and family. 
In my absence Judge S. sent an invitation, at return walkt over and 
passed 2 hours receiving a verbal one to pass following P.M. with same 


Company. 


23. Milky sky, air raw, wind blustering at W. a.m. walk, meeting E. 
family, passed p.M. as invited. 


24. Same as yesterday, sun dim, damp air, wind fresh at W. Passed an 
hour at Mr. E., invited to tea, accepted. p.m. walk with Mrs. Sewall to 
Marlboro Street, left her and departed to Mr. E.’s where I found Mrs. 
Davis of Shepton. After tea Miss E. and myself attended her home. Re- 
turned back and supt with family. 


25. Dark, cloudy and for most drisly, air mild, somewhat close. In 
consequence of yesterdays agreement with Mr. R. Hallowell walkt on 
foot to Bath [to] see Mr. Nat Coffin, by wrong information of Turn- 
pike woman, left shorter road and turned to Kuynsham midway met 2 
female gypseys of the right moorish complexion. Passed through brass 
and copper mills at 4 after 11 arrived at a Mrs. Budgates in Abbey 
Churchyard, Mr. N. Coffins lodging, dined and drank tea, our com- 
panion at dinner a Captain Aldridge the late unsuccessful candidate for 
mastership of Aromas at lower rooms. Passed 4 or 5 hours cheerfully 
and at 5 took coach and departed, arriving at the 3 Tons Inn Corn 
Street Bristol at 4 past 8, somewhat fatigued on score of my lame leg. 


26. Air mild and damp, wind N.W., fresh breeze. Invited by Mrs. 
Fanueil to tea with Judge S. and family, within till 5 p.m., walkt over 
to Judge S., accompanied him and family to our visit, company, Mr. 
and Mrs. Barnes and Miss Arbuthnot their niece, Mrs. Coffin and 
young dauter, Miss Goldthwait and family before mentioned. Passed 
evening at quadrille, successful.* 


27. Morn, mild air, sun at 11 o'clock, the rays were fervid, through 
which I accompanied Mrs. Sewall to Knowlhill along Temple street 
and the Bath road. Had a friendly reception, and a % hour chat with 

4. A letter of this date to Cabot indicated disagreement between them as to what 


was owing to Curwen; but he closes with, “I truly wish you a daily increase in health, 
and every valuable blessing.” 
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Mrs. Can[illegible| the tenant. Returned home through fields and 
Redcliff churchyard taking passage at end of Bristol back, by invita- 
tion Judge Sewall and family. Mr. and Mrs. Faneuil, Mrs. Brown, Miss 
Oliver, the our Lieutenant Governor, late, dauter; drank tea, passed 
eve at cards. 


28. Clear sky, warm sun, wind N. Sunday. at Lewins Mead Meeting 
House, a Mr. Gentleman, Master of an Academy at Caermanthin 
preached from “Then are ye Abrahams, if &c.” p.m. at Baptist Meet- 
ing House on the Pitty, Preacher Mr. Thomas the Minister, text “I 
rejoyce in thy word as one that findeth great Spoil.” Forwarded this 
day an answer to a letter yesterday received from W.C., walkt to Mr. 
FE. to drink tea, but an error prevented it. Returned and drank tea at 
home; by Mrs., my Landlady persuasion I joined her and dauter Mary 
to the wells. Climbed St. Vincents rocks. Passed Clifton down and 
crossing Brandon, arrived after a ramble of more than 3 miles, at home 
meeting great numbers, returned soon to my chamber. 


29. Air mild, clear but moist, and inclining to sultry light breeze 
wind S.W. This being Restoration Day, some houses are distinguished 
by oak branches in front. "Tis a mark of attachment to Monarchy, and 
by many of regard to the excluded family at least in some places as 
Manchester, Exeter &c. &c. At Mr. E.’s none visible but Miss E., in- 
vited to tea for following day. After at Coffee House. p.m. an hour at 
Judge S., drank tea at Messrs. Simpson and Waldo’s and passed eve 


till 10 o’clock at cards. 


30. Air mild and close, cloudy, appearance of rain, small breese at 8. 
Paid Miss Meggot a Meridian visit. Dined at Mr. Sladen’s, drank tea at 
Mr. E.’s, walkt with Miss E. and N. to Knowlhill, passed evening and 
supt with them. 


31. Air close, wind E. a.m. preparing for journey to Northward 
with Judge S. on following Monday. p.m. walk, short. Drank tea at 
home, passed eve there, returned early. In night heavy thunder and 
lightning almost incessantly flashing for more than an hour. 


June 1. Air close, cloudy, rainy, wind E. At 11 o’clock 2 Loud claps 
of Thunder. Memo: in the night preceeding last, Dreamed that I was 
then in hell, appearing like an immense building, which consisted of 
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many different wards or apartments, confining the miserable 
wretches doomed to punishment proportioned to their several de- 
merits, the form not unlike those at Bedlam, but infinitely surpassing 
them in magnitude; that being at the door of the first Cell or ward, 
being opened, One called the Suprintendent; and others I entered, 
remarking that if Hell were to be my unhappy destiny, I should, could 
it be left to my choice, continue in this abode, the complexion of which 
was such, that though not eligible, existence might yet not be intoler- 
able. After taking a survey we all departed and the door was shut. 
Passing by other cells, by seeking we discovered the condition of the 
tenants increasing in misery and distress as we advanced till at length 
arriving at the lowest or farthest it being on a plain, a forlorn desert 
heath, the wall in an instant opened, whereupon the said superinten- 
dent paid me, as I then thought, the compliment of entry first. I en- 
tered, instantly it was closed and the key turned; one of the damned, in 
all of whose countenances were discoverable the most frightful malig- 
nant passions of the heart, advancing accosted me in the following 
manner; saying with a kind of insulting malicious joy you are now one 
of us. This ward being allotted to the wickedest, most impious, profli- 
gate and abandoned of mankind. Words cannot describe the horror 
and distress I felt, exclaiming Good God is this to be the mansion of 
my future residence. Does my crimes and follies deserve this forever 
punishment, do they so much exceed the common measure. Am I so 
much more vicious, wicked, unworthy of mercy than the greater part 
of my fellow creatures? Ah, said I, little do we know our own mal- 
choices, so blind does self love render us, and are ye wretches whom 
many I once knew on earth, and whose destiny I [both? ] thought and 
said, were there to be degrees of misery in the succeeding state, theirs 
would be to share the most grievous and severe, are these to be my 
Companions for ever. Another coming up diverted these heart rending 
soliloquies by saying, Attend, you like us are to receive one scourge a 
day for the first year, 2 a day for the 2d year, increasing one a day each 
year till they arise to 365 years. When you will receive as some of us 
do 365 each day, after which period, they will increase in a certain 
proportion, till a thousand years are expired. On saying this last the 
vision disappeared and a mountain of troublous thoughts took place in 
my mind, distresses of a like kind to the following one, perhaps, one of 
these punishments inflicted by the wise and moral Governor and 
righteous judge of mankind on those whose minds are surrounded by 
guilt and oppressed with consequential fear. 
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P.M. past at Caddills shop reading papers, Mr. Eveleigh and his 
Dauter Nancy entered, she acquainted me that their familys were en- 
gaged to Miss Meggots at tea this p.M., and asked my company. To 
gratify them I went and received from Miss Meggot a most gross 
affront, am in doubt wether the E. family was knowing of her inten- 
tion, nor should have any suspicion but from one circumstance only; 
in my absence Judge S. sent over and on returning home, being told, I 
walkt over, and passed 2 hours with him. 


2. Close, heavy, cloudy, damp air, no wind. Went out to Mr. Cad- 
dells shop. E. family moved to a village called Down Mead this day. 
Dined at home, drank tea and passed Eve with Judge S. Before tea 
walkt with Judge and Mrs. S. and Miss over Terrace to Dock and 
from thence on riverside never before explored by me to Rownham 
passage to Wells, returning via Clifton. 


3. Waked with nervous headach, abstaining from all food till dinner, 
abated the pain. Dined at Judge S. on salt fish, a slender meal. Walkt 
in P.M. to a launching, on the College green with Judge S. and family. 
Evening with him at Cribb. 


4. Morn dull, cloudy, wind fresh N.E. 


s. This being the day appointed for setting out on a journey or tour 
of pleasure to the North by Judge, Samuel Sewall and myself, I was 
early notified by a thundering at our fore street door, being awake I 
soon descended and found my friends eldest son with a message desir- 
ing my immediate presence and Company to his home to a breakfast 
before departure, complying with my summons I took my leave for 
the present of my Landlady who was pleased to rise in order to provide 
a breakfast for me and wish me good speed, and going over, found the 
family up, and all things in readiness, but the owner of the carriage 
delayed us for an hour. At length it arrived and we entered, taking 
leave our friends and set forward in an unpromising air, the morn 
being cloudy with an appearance of rain which this day came down 
in the form of a drisle. At 9 o’clock alighted at Bell Inn Newport, 
distance 18 miles, hence to Gloucester, roads for greater part were 
dirty and bad, grounds fertile, farm houses, barns and avenues slov- 
enly, fences in ill repair and low. At 12 o’clock alighted at Kings head 
Inn at last mentioned place, distance from last stage 6 miles. Here 
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took a cold collation, and drank by way trial an 8d. bottle styn cyder, 
cooling my thirst for this vat of styn cyder. Taking a new relay de- 
parted for Newton; here it came into my head to inquire of our Host 
who seemed to be an easily jolly chastelman wether his was the house 
referred to in Tom Jones where Sophia Western’s muff was pickt up 
by her Paramour which he replied in the affirmative and offered to 
shew the bed where it lay. Had his invitation been to see the charms 
of the young Lady herself I doubt wether my answer would have 
been what I gave him. Here we stopt no longer than to have fresh 
horses put to, hence to Worcester is 12 miles through excellent roads, 
well cultivated lands, clean pleasant hedges and in short very healthy 
Country. The contrast between this Country and Gloucester 1s 
greatly to advantage of the former. We Inned at Hoppole, in high 
credit best in the City and as such charges extravagant, scarce a tavern 
exceeding it in charges. Here we supt, lodged and breakfasted. 


6. Morn cloudy, weather throughout the day variable. Having for 
an hour or two strolled about, viewing the Cathedral and new bridge 
&c., the latter now finishing and it will be a beautiful structure when 
compleated. The new street, the foundation of which 1s just laid lead- 
ing into the Center of the City on one end and to the bridge on the 
other will face avenue into the City and one of the greatest ornaments. 
At 11 o’clock we ordered our carriage and being brought to the door 
jumpt in and took departure from one of the handsomest citys in Eng- 
land. From hence to Hosbrook is 11 miles, roads for greater part 
sandy, in some steep and heavy, here also took a new relay and choos- 
ing road to Kidderminster noted for carpet manufactory were obliged 
to pass through two turnpikes together, passing through last men- 
tioned town without stopping as its distance from our designed stop 
was only 2 or 3 miles, alighting at Bridgenorth, distant from 
former stage 16 miles. 

This town lies in Salop and on its borders being the first on this 
road and is for character almost singular, part being on a lofty plain 
faced with a rock in some spotts nearly perpendicular. The ascent is 
by slopes and stepps in a kind of serpentine line. On front is a terrass, 
affording a view of lower town, carried over river Severn on both 
sides of which its situated, commerce entering by a bridge; on the 
other side and all around a well cultivated country in prospect, 
bounded by hills in a circular line, rising gradually one beyond an- 
other, the lands intersperst with rows, clumps and forrests of trees and 
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scattered habitations of farm houses and Gentleman’s Seats. In upper 
Town are remains of an ancient Castle destroyed when Cromwell 
took the town that was before in the Kings interests. One side of line of 
the wall to heighth of 4o feet projects 15 or 18 feet occasioned either 
by settling of ground, or by force of many cannon balls striking on it 
at once, the effects on the front yet appearing in the very many 
excavations in the stone of the size of 18:24 inch balls. "Tis separated 
by a chasm or breach of 12 to 15 feet wide and as many long from the 
standing part, thickness 6 feet, center not of an hard consistence, yet 
has retained its present state much beyond the memory of Man. Be it 
as it may, the inhabitants are well satisfied with continuance in its 
present condition till the great combustion of Nature shall overturn 
the great fabric of the globe itself. The town on hill is pleasantly 
situated, has no manufactures, business consists of shopkeeping and 
tradesmen Inns, and two churches, exempt from Bishop, and called 
peculiars, under jurisdiction of Whitmores, whose right of visitation 
this day performed here; also right of advowson, and can exercise 
all right of ecclesiastical jurisdiction except sacerdotal. A correspond- 
ent of one of my fellow travellers calls it the comical town of Bridge- 
north, in what its comicality consists I see not, perhaps he does [in] 
the propriety of the Appellation St. Peter. 

After taking an en passant survey we took fresh horses and convey- 
ances and set off for Brosely distant from hence 8 miles. To this place 
arrived in a long hour, took a slight survey of Iron bridge, for a fur- 
ther account look 12 or 14 days forward. Next stage Much Wenlock 
distant herefrom 12 miles, in a pitiful Inn and pitiful town. A most 
discouraging appearance at first entrance but assiduity of hostess, for 
she was a widow, counterballanct appearance and we were soon rec- 
onciled. Passed an agreeable evening and an happy nights rest in clean 
beds; gave us fresh spirits and alacrity to finish our last stage, Shrews- 
bury lying at 12 miles distant. 


7. The residence of Samuel Porter, late of my native place Salem 
at whose instance one of our Company prevailed with to this route 
first; the prima facie view of this Inn, my townsman’s lodging house 
convinced us that it was not a fit place for us to put up at. After a 
hearty congratulation and shaking hands and short abode, we bid Old 
Sol as my friend denominates his acquaintance adieu for the present 
and entering Post returned back to Shrewsbury at Talbot Inn leaving 
our other Companions S[amuel] S[ewall] and S[amuel] P[orter] to 
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measure the distance through the fields, on foot where they soon after 
arrived. Here we proposed to fix our tent for 2 or 3 days, having 
bespoke a dinner before our Companion arrival. 

Here we had a social tete a tete and after an hearty meal and a few 
glasses of Port drunk to remembrance of our old friends I took my 
self off to find out my other Townsman Captain Poynton who was 
also by S.P.’s information become a resident here, whom I found at a 
namesakes living on Pride hill so called within the town. After a chat 
and dish of ‘Tea I took him with me to my Companions whom we soon 
joyned, and together issued forth in quest of an house of which S.P. 
our informant said there were three in the Town he could recommend 
to his friend, the sight of which so deranged my 2 Companions that 
from elevated hopes of finding easy rents in suitable dwellings and 
uncommonly cheap and plentiful Country, the reverse appeared. No 
reputable houses, and the market no better if so well supplied as 
Bristol, and in price no lower, in short in every respect deceptive. 

This town is populous having several churches, a most agreeable 
walk called Quarry, on banks of Severn, in a circular form. Gravelled, 
length good part of 4 mile, surrounded on each hand by lofty trees, 
greatly resorted to in evenings especially by best Company there, on 
other Side a beautiful lawn, having an easy rising. There is still remains 
of an old Castle, now become private property and the Seat of the 
Owner, standing in a lofty emminence, and commands the Town, 
not far from banks of river; and within the Town and not far from its 
banks on other side is a large building designed as a foundling hospital 
and [2 words] as I [1 word] to in London, but plan not succeeding 
it lay for a time unimproved, but is now fitted up by government for 
reception of Spanish prisoners (when they catch ’em) none being as 
yet therein. The third day after arrival begins this day, viz: 


[8. Curwen omitted this day. | 


g. We reassumed our post chaise and departed from Proud Salop 
as tis called from having refused the offer of the Crown to make it a 
city, saying twas better to be a large town than a small city. Leaving 
our 2 townsmen to their respective engagements, however before I 
leave this place I must observe Mr. S.S. and myself with Captain P. 
dined at S.P. lodgings on an handsome well provided dinner, the 
Judge declining, and next night as preceeding one to our departure, 
passed at the Gullet the resort of all better sort to hear and tell news 
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and drink as each list malt liquor or mixed spirits, the peculiar custom 
there discovers great neibourliness and sociability; each person on 
taking up his pot or glass addresses those present by name, Mr. my 
service to you a health to you &c. During my abode with them a 
couple of hours I heard read several letters from Lords, Sirs &c. from 
London with relations of the cursed mob that was then raging there. 

From hence to Ellesmere, our first, a length of 16 miles we ran in 
2¥%, hours being soon accomodated with fresh horses &c. rested 
shortly whilst this was despatching. In meantime seeing following cut 
on a square of the window copied it off: English on the other side, 
Quid pluma [7 word] pulvis, quid pulvere, V [zlegible], vesito quid? 
Mulier, Quid muliere? nihil. 


“Dust is lighter than a feather 
But the wind more light than either 
Lighter still is womankind 
Than either Feather, dust or wind.” 


underneath was wrote 


“T mind you mistake the matter quite; 
How can you say a woman’s light; 
Poor Corpus swears in all his life 
His heaviest course has been his wife.” 


From hence to Wrexham is 11 miles, here we were detained no 
longer than till our horses were put to, in meanwhile there being in 
neibourhood I rambled into the burying ground and copied off 2 or 
3 Epitaphs encountered among them. This town is respectable for 
size and buildings, some wide streets, a market and a large handsome 
well built parish, erected about the time of Reformation, its tower 
superbly decorated in Gothic style. No manufactures here. 

Next stage was Chester at 11 miles distance. Here we arrived in 2 
hours, innd at Golden Talbot, east gate street, house of best repute, 
very large, being accomodated with an handsome Coffee room, Ball, 
card, and drawing rooms, it being Assembly house. This small city is 
singularly circumstanced, having a delightful terrace walk on top of 
walls encompassing it round in length near 2 miles, defended with a 
breastwork or parapet about 3 feet high, has no guns, nor embrasures, 
nor platforms from unevenness of surface within walls and adjoyning 
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grass, the walk in some places is but a few feet above the level within, 
and in others as high as tops of Chimneys. On the center is bounded 
by Dee tis 60 or so feet above surface of the water. In one or two 
streets is a covered way or walk layd one story above the street, the 
ascent is by many flights of stepps from streets, rendering it very con- 
venient to foot walkers especially in very sultry or foul air. On each 
hand are shops, and stores, and underneath the same. The passage- 
way above is paved with flaggs, breadth 12 or 15 feet. This city has 
an appearance of ancient though there are many very genteel lofty 
and noble houses. I should judge the No. perhaps between 2 or 3 
thousand, inhabitants, 7 to each, making about 17 or 18 thousand 
which I presume may be about its number. Provisions especially 
poultry cheaper than at Bristol whereof I found some instances. 
Walkt without the walls in the most beautiful race ground, being a 
fine level bottom, almost surrounded by a circular range of hills. 
Moderate length and nearly even summits, walls for considerable 
extent making part of bason, for race grounds are below level of ter- 
race on the walls, two rodds or perhaps more, and reach even to the 
foot of them, thereby affording a near and very advantageous sight 
of the whole sport to the inhabitants, and as much Company, I dare 
say, as ever assemble on occasion of the races. I think the ring may be 
about 2'4 or 3 miles in length and is a delightful pleasant spot. I for- 
got to mention the Cathedral of no great extent and rather indifferent 
appearance, not however in respect to repair, that was decent. Not 
containing anything very remarkable. We had no curiosity to enter 
an old cold church meerly to say we had so done. 

Having finished our ramble which took in a view of the whole 
place about 11 o’clock, paid scot and lot and ordered a carriage, took 
leave of Chester, designing for Manchester by way of Duke of 
Bridgewaters Canal from Warrington. In the route our first stage 
was Frodsham and indifferent small village of an unpleasing aspect, 
its distance 10 miles, roads not being Turnpike from Chester were to 
this place dirty and stony. 2 hours brought us hither, our stay short, 
no inducement either from within or without. The Keeper of Inn by 
his tongue being discovered to be an irishman and not wanting in the 
characteristic mark of that Country, a bold unblushing Face, and for 
lying and the aforesaid I'll engage to bett him against any one indi- 
vidual of his Country. His fair plausible commendation of his Car- 
riages and horses ending in a sorry post chaise and pair of miserable 
Cattle proved his effrontery which the Sight would have confounded 
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a man capable of feeling shame. Though so sadly disappointed he has 
impudence to apply to us to procure the road to Warrington, this 
paltry Village to be made a turnpike, saying it would be pounds in his 
pocket, which I really doubt. He mistook as for Parliamentary men. 
Think how respectable our appearance. 

In the Inn they had discovered a body of stonelike substance, it 
looked like black flint with a small degree of lustre. On enquiry I 
found tis called Kennell and is used to increase the heat of the fire, 
doing it to a great degree, and yielding a clean flame. The heat of the 
fire, though seemingly of a close compact body, soon loosing its own 
contexture is rendered brittle and small blow breaking it. Its cost 
beyond common goal as 20/ is to 8/. 

From hence to Warrington is 10 miles, roads of same badness as the 
last, and measured in same space. The inn we used was Red Lion 
recommended as the best, its character tolerable. Streets are narrow, 
dirty and ill paved, a gutter like many other towns running through 
the middle, rendering it very inconvenient in narrow streets. Many 
good houses in the outskirts, frequently the case in Country towns, 
Lands surrounding it in good cultivation yielding agreeable views. 
Here are brass works, and manufactures in the woolen branch. Town 
abounds in dissenters, has an academy for young preachers of that per- 
suasion, under the care of the judicious learned Doctor whose 
own and Dauters writings for Elegance &c. have obtained them a 
name amongst the most celebrated authors of the present day, not 
only among those people but all others. 





[ zo. Curwen omitted this day.| 


11. Morn fair, after a short ramble altogether and paying bill and 
putting baggage into a Coach we sett off on foot for London bridge 
so called for its lying in great London road across the Canal at two 
miles distant herefrom. To this spot being common rendezvous we 
arrived after a liesurely walk of near an hour. Hither flock all pas- 
sengers, whom curiosity prompts or business urges or requires to sail 
up to Manchester about 20 miles on the one hand or down to the 
Locks at Runcorn on the other hand. 10 miles distant from the latter 
is a passage across the Mersey to Liverpool, this being the common 
route or rather the only by water. Two boats are daily employed in 
carrying passengers, one always going up the other down the Canal 
through the whole length to and from Manchester, but few going 
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down further than London bridge except the inhabitants below, or 
those who from curiosity go to see the wake at the outlet called the 
Locks of the Canal into the Mersey, at Runcorn before mentioned, or 
are bound to Liverpool by water. 

Arriving here an hour before either of the boats which regularly 
and punctually arrive at 1 o’clock each day, or within a few minutes, 
we passed our leisure time in making enquiries, the result of which 
new information diverted us from our intended route, and instead 
of going directly to Manchester turned course to a contrary direction, 
sailing down to Runcorn to the view of these celebrated locks. Passed 
in our passage under 16 bridges laid across the canal, each consisting 
of one arch in Span from 18 to 22 feet, made of brick about 12 feet 
from top of arch to surface of water, in width about 20 feet; of these 
we were told 64, which is probably enough including the branches 
and main Cut, for Judge Oliver counted on grand Canal 48 and as the 
distance from Runcorn to London bridge is 10 miles having 16 tis 
most likely from the latter to Manchester being just 20 miles shall be 
accomodated with a proportionate number. There remain then just 
16 for the branches. The boats employed in carrying passengers are 
about 50 feet long and 15 wide and capable of holding more than 
100 persons, and drawn by single horse, guided by a Lad mounted and 
one man at helm needed, there being many boats continually passing 
up and down, laden with coal and goods. These all belong to the 
Duke, are in number 36, none but his suffered to ply on Canal. The 
helm of an imoderate width not less than 3 feet, as all river boats are, 
the rope to which the horse is tackled, fastened to a stump rising about 
8 feet above the gunwhale and about 4 of a boats length from bow. 
She’s divided into five pitts, 3 middle apartments covered with a work 
of wood, rising to a full man’s heigth with glass windows on each 
side. The foremost allotted to better company, contains 3 on each 
side, the midship apartment 4 or 5. For the former the fare is 2/6, for 
letter 1/6, to each are furnisht a handsome long table and seats con- 
taining lockers under for baggage, both well painted and neatly kept, 
the 2 apartments separated by a good panneld partition, and folding 
doors, with lock and bolts. Between genteel apartment and the head is 
an open place like steer sheets of a boat for convenience of sitting 
out, when wind and weather is agreeable. The Boat moves at rate of 
4 to 5 miles an hour without the least perceivable motion in a fair or 
no wind and in case of a strong head wind, in so small a degree that 
the most delicate sensibility of nerves would not be much, if at all, 
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disturbed; in short this sailing is pleasing beyond description, at least 
beyond my knowledge of words to communicate. The act wherewith 
Boy and horse who both very adroit, change from one side of the 
Canal to the other, over a bridge seems like Ars Magica and was to me 
indescribably amusing. Beyond apartment for common passengers 
lying more aft is a kitchen and store room, from whence passengers 
are supplied with tea, coffee, bread and butter or cheese and a female 
to attend at the ring of a bell. Tea kettle is always kept boiling for 
which purpose ’tis furnisht with a fire place. Beyond is stern sheets 
with benches ready for the Master and his crew, 4 in number. 

Taking departure from Londonbridge at 4 past 1 o’clock, arrived 
at Runcorn in little better than 2 hours, thence passing to Inn, called 
White Hart, we bespoke a supper, and returned back to the locks, 
going to be opened to admit barges into Canal from the River Mersey, 
which can only be done but at 2/3 flood. The ascent from River to 
Canal is 74 feet in distance of short 4 mile, through 15 double gates, 
or 5 double Locks, each having 3 pair gates, and each Lock a bason 
between itself and the lower lock of an oval form, for convenience 
of letting in more than one barge with same water, capable of holding 
a dozen or more barges. Each double lock has 2 rises of 7 feet and 
some inches, except the lowest, of 9 feet. The time taking up and 
letting a boat into Canal from lowest lock is 24 hours, as Mr. S.S. and 
myself often did the whole process, which we’re also told was usual 
time. On left hand of Canal going down to River just above first lock 
is a bason to receive waste water rising above a certain heigth in 
Canal, discharging itself into pits at bottom having a large floored 
well, from whence in a pipe is conveyed under bottom of Lock the 
water to a reservoir large, in other side, for use hereafter to be men- 
tioned. Of these latter there are 3 on same side and all supplied by the 
wells being underground conveyances rising up from bottom of Res- 
ervoir, and as further provision against excessive rains overflowing 
the banks of Canal. The Canal has from its head to its outlet in every 
convenient spot drains to carry off waste water into adjacent low 
grounds, and at proper distances, other Canals to drain off the water, 
if repairs are and when needed shall be; with flood gates to be raised 
or lowered to any heigth required. Distance between gates in the 
Locks are called pools, and are 2 in number containing together not 
part of water in bason, lying 14 feet below level of upper pool of 
same lock. 

Multa desunt et desiderantur propter memoriam: S.S. and myself 
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having amused ourselves for more than z hours in seeing a barge enter 
from the river Mersey into the first lock and through to Canal, we 
returned back to Inn, meeting our Companions to whom curiosity 
did not stimulate them to so long in a cold air, as ours did, and finding 
the Inn crouded with great numbers of jolly lads and lasses who were 
met to congratulate our Landladys dauter lately married, and just 
returned home, after a weeks absence, as is customary in this Country 
for the new married Couple on the same day of marriage to ride off for 
a week or 10 days. The concluding scene of Sunday in England being 
considered as a relief from labor, is generally spent in ale houses and 
taverns by midling and lowest sort in merrymaking and chatting and 
drinks. Supt, passed social evening in our own company and at 11 
o'clock each retired to his separate bed and apartment. 


12. Fine pleasant morn. Coming down not finding my fellow travel- 
lers, being gone abroad, I followed their example, shaping my course 
per me ipsum to Churchyard, where I saw the Curate and his clerk. 
Name of former was Sewell, finding no epitaphs I presume this part 
of the country does not abound in poets of that class called by re- 
viewers Epitaph grinders. I even returned by the way I went; ac- 
quainting my Companions who'd arrived before me of this adventure 
they regretted my neglect in making no inquiry nor informing the 
curate of their name, but I was loth to incur the imputation of 1m- 
pertinence which he justly might have done, in making inquiries about 
such matter that people of this country are shy to communicate to 
strangers. 

At ¥, past ro o'clock reshipt ourselves on board same barge, and in 
two good hours returned back from whence we took departure. On 
arrival finding a chaize to set off, no passenger therein, an easy fare of 
4/ to Liverpool, and the distance of 20 miles we again diverged from 
our right lined course to Manchester, and struck off for that town. 
Returning back through Warrington proceeded to Prescot at 10 
miles distance, where taking a relay made no abode longer than neces- 
sity obliged. This town is noted for coal pitts and watch movements. 
With former Liverpool is principally supplied by waggons the road, 
going and coming being filled with them to our no small annoyance. 

From hence thither road is a level and pleasant almost, if not wholly, 
paved both in Carr and footway, at 6 o’clock entered the City so 
celebrated for its mercantile character. Houses are by a great majority 
in midling and lower style, few, very few comparatively rise above 
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that mark, Streets long narrow and crooked, and dirty in an eminent 
degree. Choosing a small abode here we scarce saw a well dressed 
person, nor half a dozen gentlemen. Few of the shops have the ap- 
pearance to be seen in all other great Towns, dress and looks more 
like inhabitants of Wapping, Shadwell, Rotherhithe than in neibour- 
hood of Exchange or London anywhere above Tower. The whole 
complexion nautical and so infinitely below all our expectations that 
naught but the thoughts of the few hours we had to pass here rendered 
it tolerable. The Docks, however, are stupendously grand. The inner, 
or that called Town dock lying amost in the center of it, and 1s filled 
with innumerable vessells exhibiting a forrest of masts. Beside this are 
3 or 4 very large ones, all containing great numbers of vessells, lying 
in front of city, communicating with each other by flood gates, inter- 
mixed with dry ones for benefit of repairing. Ihe lower or new one, 
of greatest extent has a fine wide Quay on its outer seabord side, an 
agreeable walk, lined with trees on either hand. Below this in river 1s 
now building, almost finisht, a circular battery with embrasures for 
more than 30 Canon of 32, 24 and 18 pounders. Parade and barracks 
are now in hand and when compleated, will provide a charming walk 
and prospect to inhabitants if allowed. 


12. [73.] Taking a circuits ramble through this, to us disgustful, at 
least to me, plan, returned to Inn paid bill and entered carriage we 
came in which, Master Driver and owner would fain but for Judge 
and S.S. resolution have jockeyed us out of (N.B. the people in this 
Island are perfect masters in their respective line of business) designing 
craftily to shift us to the common stage but his plan being disappointed 
we were replaced in our own carriage, with no Company but our- 
selves. 

Bidding a cheerful adieu to Liverpool set forward and in nearly 
the same that we measured the distance from Prescot returned thither 
and taking a relay here proceeded to Warrington, innd at our Drivers 
house, he being owner of stage and innkeeper too. Here we were de- 
layed 2 hours arriving so much sooner than was necessary or before 
the boats set off at London Bridge. At length departed providing a 
cold roast chicken, some ham and 2 bottles ale, in just 20 minutes we 
alighted at 2 miles distant; at 4 after 1 o’clock and 20 minutes delay 
we reentered our apartment and found it nearly filled with fresh 
passengers, among whom was a Mrs. Dawson, wife to Governor of 
Isle of Man, returning from an excursion to her husband. With her we 
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soon made an agreeable acquaintance. She was a native of America, 
Nova Scotiain, Dauter of a Captain or Colonel Hamilton, well known 
to, and knowing of Mrs. Cottnam an American acquaintance of mine, 
had been at Salem, Marblehead, and resided at Boston, knew many 
persons there. The other a Mr. Corbet, an attorney of Brosely. These 
2 added no inconsiderable pleasure by their obliging Social turn, find- 
ing them of a free decent humour and disposed we invited to partake 
of our fare of ham, chicken and ale in which he presented us with a 
bottle of excellent Cyder. We also made our American female one of 
our guests and by these 2 received great additional pleasure to sailing 
on an unruffled surface through a fine improved country, over hills 
dales roads and rivers and bridges, sometimes even on the bottom of 
lofty dales. 

In 5 hours occasioned by delays at Preston Brook [7 word] for 
Lead Bridge, where the great Stafford Canal emptys into the Duke’s 
level landing places and putting ashore short passengers, we arrived 
safe at Landing on Manchester Shore at 6 o’clock p.m. Discharging 
necessary ones, and putting baggage on the back of a porter we lei- 
surely walkt on foot about 14 miles to Spread Eagle in hanging Ditch, 
thereby 2d time of Inning there. Our female intending for Preston 
quickly bid us goodbwye and departed with her maid in a post chaize. 
Took a short walk alone to do a little: business, my companion being 
unwilling to accompany me. For my own part I refreshed with a 
dish of coffee, my Company with the more expensive one of roast 
fowls and concomitants during which I regaled myself with a com- 
fortable nap, not partaking of their wine or conversation, both being 
finished, on summons I retired with them to repose. 


12. [14.] Having communicated to our new friend Corbet proposed 
route, agreeable to his engagement, or rather offer yesterday, received 
from him a paper of directions how to regulate course, with a letter 
to his Brother a Surgeon of Brosely to assist us and introduce us to the 
manufactures. Then and by his acquaintance here obtained admission 
to a Callico printer’s works for us, accompanied by myself and an- 
other friend. Having had a view of the process in all its branches as it 
were currente pede. The short superficial view strangers are allowed 
to take renders it morally impossible to have a perfect idea ones self 
much less be able to convey one to those who never had a sight of 
them in general. "Tis performed by wooden stamps, about a foot 
square on the piece somewhat damp, the stamps dipt in a liquor of the 
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colour designed, and clapt in by the hand repeated by others succes- 
sively, till the whole piece in different colours is stampt, after, the 
stamps being clapt on a gluey substance of consistence of a jelly is re- 
peatedly struck on the figures as at first. This piece is then thrown into 
a liquor prepared that both raises the figures in all their different 
shades and gives brightness and permanency. By following accident 
Cow Dung was observed to render the lasting and bright. A cow 
breaking into the grounds where stampt cotton was spread, dropt 
some of her dung in it, which being washed, instead of staining and 
injuring rendered the colours more bright, lively and was found to fix 
more perfectly than any composition before known and used. Tis a 
fact that most of improvements in mechanic line particularly have 
developed from a like origin. Several has come to my hearing. 

Not being like to profit by a longer continuance, nor a prospect of 
further admissions, and my Companions curiosity fully satisfied, we 
took a friendly leave of our attendants and ordering a carriage once 
again addressed ourselves to the road, intending this day to reach 
Castleton at the Peak of Derby, where we arrived about 5 o’clock P.M. 
passing through Stockport about 7 miles from Manchester and Disley, 
taking here a relay, our next stage and last was the peak about 36 miles 
from our last night’s abode. The country in the approach to the peak 
is very hilly, roads at this season were good. 

Having arrived at the Inn the guide whose name is John Dakin en- 
tered just after me being returned with a stranger from the Cavern. 
By persuasion the Judge walkt out reluctantly to enter being desirous 
to delay tll following morning, accompanied by Samuel Sewall. 
Having already been in, I was indifferent and therefore staid at Inn 
designing after their departure to climb the tremendous cliff; on the 
top stands remains of a large Castle in ruins, for which purpose I went 
out. This I had no sooner done than a heavy rain forced me back ac- 
companied by such furious blasts that made a warm sheltered retreat 
too welcome to be quitted, indeed it rendered attempt impracticable. 
I therefore sat-me quietly before a compatible fire and passed the 
lagging hours in receiving from Landlord and his guests who seemed 
wholly disposed to favour me with all they know relative to this won- 
derful cavern and the produce of its neibourhood. Having nothing to 
do and nothing to think of I lent an attentive ear pleased enough with 
their readiness to communicate, though I added but little to my stock 
of useful knowledge. After the return of my Companions and heard 
them recount the wonderful appearances of this submontanous recess, 
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Judge Samuel Curwen in 1786, by Mrs. Bee- 
tham. “Sat for another shade... an admirable 
likeness... of her own taking... properly 
shaded ... remarkably striking.” (Entries in 
Curwen’s journal for April 3, 6, and 13, 1786.) 


Judge Peter Oliver (1713-1791) in 1781, by William Williams. As a 
comparatively well-to-do refugee, Judge Oliver befriended Curwen, 
who saw him frequently both in London and in Birmingham. 
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we passed remainder of time till the hours of repose in eating, drinking 
and chatting. 


13. [z5.] Cloudy morn. a.m. cataractous rain, Meridian and p.m. 
fair and pleasant. Taking leave of the Vale we began to ascend the hill 
overlooking Town. The road extends to the further end in a circular 
line, affording a pleasant view of the lofty surrounding hills and a 
charming Vale beneath, diversified with trees, live hedges scattered 
farm houses, villages and towns. Descent on side of Vale is quick, and 
in case of accident hazardous. 

I forgot to mention that by information of John Dakin who 1s in- 
telligent, obliging and decent in his demeanour, there is another 
natural shaft found by himself, at some distance from bottom of old 
Cavern running 160 yards further into body of Mountain which by 
appearance in colour of the sand brought by stream hither, he thinks 
probable to have a communication with an opening at 4 miles dis- 
tance from the Peaks mouth. 

In ascending Mr. S.S. and myself chose safest and more expeditious 
way, on foot, not, indeed, most comfortable, being surrounded by a 
gang of children who constantly accompany carriages that necessarily 
move at a slow rate, soliciting charity with piteous looks and accents, 
which being used to the trade from earliest childhood, they all well 
know how to frame, scarce ever fail to obtain their end, though 
menaces and repeated denials is their customary usage. The higher we 
ascended the more furiously wind raged, or at least having a freer 
current we felt is force more; the rain began to fall pretty heavily. 
Being however resolutely determined to gain summit, we continued, 
not a little drencht nor less fatigued, obliged to exert our whole 
strength, at times, to keep our leggs. No sooner had we entered the 
chaize than the wind increased almost to an alarming degree, and the 
rain fell in cataracts, soon succeeded by a splendid sun that at 2 or 3 
interims appeared between a heavy shower and tempestuous blasts in 
space of 12 or 14 miles the length of our stage, being a town called 
Bakewell, lying at one end of the beautiful vale of Monsore continued 
even beyond Matlock to the distance of 15 miles or more. 

At this place we alighted to take fresh horses; whilst this was doing 
I entered into Churchyard lying on an eminence just beyond the Inn 
whence 1s a pleasing view of the Vale rendered more so by its contrast 
with the naked barren hills wherewith its encompassed in all sides. 
This vale being a plain, scarce a rising to intercept the sight for miles, 
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abides in pastures and grass and corn lands inclosed by live hedges and 
trees in rows, clumps of the latter, many inclosures of considerable 
extent and of great length and bulk; most of best improvements, if not 
all, being on Duke of Rutland’s estate who has a large and noble old 
Mansion house called Hatton Hall within sight of a traveller. 

The road to Matlock is an excellent turnpike through this delightful 
vale the distance 12 miles, for part of the way the Eye is refreshed 
with sight of the Dee a gentle stream. Continued to and beyond last 
mentioned place where we arrived at 12 o’clock, dismissing the coach 
and his conveyance we took up abode in this indiscribably pleasing 
romantic spot for a few hours, sadly regretting after leaving it as 
Englishmen are wont to do, unwisely thinking too late what should 
have been before determined, that we had not dedicated a few addi- 
tional hours to this theatre of festive amusement. This cluster of 
houses consisting perhaps of 5 or 6 including tradesmen but the large 
Inn for servants and short visitants as our company, are fitted with 
apartments for reception and accomodation of those who resort 
hither for sake of bathing to which ’tis confined. Its remote situation, 
its nearest neibour on Land Bakewell at 10 miles, and on the other 
Derby at 16 miles, separate in a manner from all society, but among 
themselves serves to unite them in making of the whole company as it 
were a kind of family. This situated on a small eminence on banks of 
forementioned Dee the river, at hithermost end of the Dale, which by 
the approach of the craggy hills contract it to little more than the bed 
of river on further side, it flowing even to the foot of them, and on 
Matlock side scarcely more than 3 or 4oo feet. This spot lies under a 
circular range, conforming to course of river; side of this range is 
clothed in spots with bushes, shrubby trees of various dimensions and 
lengths, intersperst with bare spots, shelving rocks. [7 word] rifts 
overhanging and seeming to threaten instant fall. In some ascent is 
quick, in others easy, and in midst of this unpromising barren wild 
are levels that nature or industry have made and now improved in 
habitations for the poor, but perhaps contained few, whose lot has 
cast them into this dreary spot; each hut being accomodated with a 
sandplat for courtyard and garden. To the spectator on the other side, 
view of these singularly situated habitations is picturesq and pleasing. 
Just 6 dozen houses for companys residence, on plain lying but little 
above level of River are covered baths supplied by stream issuing from 
hills under foundation of houses. There our curiosity led us not to 
take a 2/ or 3/ sight of having seen many of same kind before, being 
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informed they had no distinguishing character. Crossing the ferry of 
an 100 feet wide, our Charon on being asked the fare replied, as you 
please gentlemen, a 1/ however not contenting him we left him to 
grumbles and discontent confest at our return delaying to pay the 
fare till then. On opposite shore above surface of river is cut and 
levelled a serpentine walk for more than 4 mile in length, and is 
limited by a lead mine now working. This walk is a most delicious 
retreat in a sultry day, the trees on either hand forming an embower- 
ing shade, is furnisht accomodated with field seats in convenient spots 
and distances, from whence are vistas, two terminating in natural 
cascades, rendered, however more perfect by art, both on either side 
of river, and are also to be discovered in many places through the 
thick glades as one passes along the walk. On this side the hill that 
prevents itself to the eye in various forms with its trees and bushes in 
its natural wild state, for no human hands have been here employed 
but in the serpentine walk, and the road up to the summit rendering 
this umbragious retreat inexpressibly amusing and pleasing to the 
Company. Returning back from hence to end of walk, we began our 
ascent over stops and stepps to Summit of this very engaging hill. Is 
extreamly tedious and puts the lungs as well as muscles to no small 
exercise. Tis not practical on river side only by this road, in ascend- 
ing distance more than double its height. About 34 way up stands an 
alcove to rest the weary traveller, and by the time he arrives here, 
needs it as Companions and self experienced, being glad to avail our- 
selves of a seat for a while. Having at length gained Summit, we felt 
ourselves fully repaid for fatigue by the charming prospect, both in 
respect to its extensiveness and variety. Tho we were so exalted, the 
Tor, as its called, being the extream end of the range on other side, 
almost insulated, such kind of lofty detached hills or mountains being 
in this Island so denominated, lifted up its aspiring head nearly as 
much above us as we above surface of river that we beheld flowing 
just under our feet. The manner wherein company live together is 
sociable and harmonious. Each one has a separate room and bed, but 
the meals are all taken in common hall or room, none having the 
preference, no rank, no precedence, that mixture promises attendance 
at a certain hour notified by a bell; hither also they repair to tea if 
agreeable, otherwise not, being no constraint, no pay for latter, but 
from those that take it. In interval of meals, particular parties are 
formed, as chance or inclination points. Some cross the water to ser- 
pentine walk, some to climb the craggy cliff, others take air on 
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horseback or in a carriage. The way on both hands an excellent turn- 
pike. Others make small parties in their own rooms for reading, 
playing cards, or retiring ad libitum. Generally after supper, cards or 
dancing fill up the space to time of repose. Their lonely situation 
contributes not a little to inspire all with a desire to promote the 
mutual enjoyment of each, and ’tis supposed to be met with here in 
this retired solitary retreat in a more extensive degree than in any 
other place of public resort through England. Here is fabricated or 
manufactured the neatest polished pieces, in the fancy way, of Derby- 
shire sparr stone &c. Judge S. and myself bought, each, a white sugar 
bason and cream bucket edged with old gilt pinchback, and a ladle 
with metal of some kind and an egg finely marbled for which paid 
15/6, having before bought at Peak a pair salts cost 5 /. 

After having dined, and rambled through to full gratification and 
seen all the visible objects, without having had opportunity of ex- 
changing a word or scarce a look from one of the Residents, for so 
fate ordered hardly one came within eye shot, we took ourselves oft 
and proceeded through very fine turnpike, reaching to the town of 
Derby, distant herefrom 16 miles that we measured in 2¥% hours 
alighting at Kings head Inn, meaning King Charles 2. Our conversa- 
tion on road consisted chiefly in expressing a regret at departing so 
suddenly from this highly pleasing spot, but our attention soon after 
our arrival was employed on a singular phenomenon in the person of 
John Tomson, who had been a waiter in this inn for 43 years, the 15 
immediately preceeding the present service, Porter to Sir Robert 
Sutton, and the 11 before that to Earl of Ferrers, in which capacities 
by his own relation, he seems to have given content; is now in 87 
year, and though somewhat decrepid and stooping, carrys no mark of 
age in his face, that still retains a rubicund complexion without a single 
wrinkle, and a lively, strong memory without the least impairment, 
indeed all his faculties appear to be in full vigor, which we had sur- 
prizing proofs of in course of 2 or 3 hour’s attendance. The family of 
Ferrers still keep up a respect to their old servant, and now and then 
send a carriage for him, especially at Christmas and Holliday time 
where he is made welcome and generally has the hand of one of the 
fair ladys at Country dances. So late as last Christmas I danced, said 
he, from 11 to 4 o’clock there in a country dance with one of the 
Ladys. On my saying he was too old for that tiresome exercise, he 
replied a good fiddle inspires me with vigour enough to acquit myself 
to the Lady’s liking, and makes me for a while return to youth, far 
otherwise it should seem then was Sir Francis Wronghead. Canna 
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hand it. He has been a sprightly fellow in his day, and very probably, 
for that reason, in the good graces of many a fine lady of quality which 
indeed he interests with an honest unaffected simplicity. 


16. After breakfast we repaired with a conductor to the silk mills 
for which Town is famed; there being the original of such kind of 
manufacture in England brought from Italy, in a surreptitious man- 
ner meaning the model, by Sir Thomas Lambe, and so founding 
others, after which about 11 or 12 o’clock we departed for Burton on 
Trent, arriving there in 2 hours. Here S.S. and myself though at too 
early an hour took a fine mild draft of choice ale, and departing thence 
alighted at George Inn Litchfield and from hence to Birmingham, 
alighting at Henn and Chickens Inn High Street. Soon after our ar- 
rival S.S. and myself sallied forth, leaving our other Companion who 
is reluctant to exercise to entertain himself in Inn. It seems sitting by 
window he espied a Countryman of ours resident here passing; on 
opening the casement the other seeing him came over and entered, 
abiding within till our return, and then taking leave departed but 
quickly came back accompanied by another, Mr. Elisha Hutchinson 
son of our late Governor who together passed an hour and then de- 
parted, the former inviting us to dine with him next day, promising to 
accompany us to manufacturers which his acquaintance with manu- 
facturers enables him to introduce us to, his mechanic genius having 
led him to form acquaintance with many of them. 


17. Soon after breakfast Judge Oliver, he being the other Country- 
man before mentioned, agreeable to last evenings promise came and in 
a post chaize accompanied us to Bolton and Fothergills manufacturer 
called Soho about 2 miles out of town, [7 word] to gun-barrell boring 
by a fire engine; disappointed seeing the machinery not the execution, 
master being absent and sundry others. From thence to a ramble 
modo pedestri and from thence to the Judges house where dined and 
drank tea, Mr. H. &c. at latter joyning us. In evening walkt over to 
Mr. Lakin, Nancy and Michael soon entering I passed a most agree- 
able tete a tete with family and received many pressing invitations to 
take bed, which fear of offending Company prevented to my great 
mortification, at 11 took a reluctant leave. 


18. Soon after breakfast Judge S. impatient to be gone hurried us 
into a post chaize, taking the road to Wolverhampton, distant from 
hence 14 miles, passing through Wednesbury commonly called 
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Wedgebury where the coal pitts are that supply Birmingham with 
coals, near whereto the great Staffordshire canal and Birmingham cut 
unite. Here we arrived at 24% hours. 

The Town contains one church, the parish is 15 miles in length, 
reaching near to Litchfield. "Tis a Deanery, and has Prebends, the 
salary of the incumbent or parson or Curate or Vicar for I dont know 
the title is entitled to 30 or 50 £ only not withstanding the pompous- 
ness of the churches ecclesiastical Christian name. Tis annexed to 
Windsor also a deanery. 

From hence to Shiffnal our next is 12 miles, roads tolerable, other 
otherwise or former, latter mentioned pitiful. Here however we abode 
and eat a piece of bread butter and cheese, soon departing found to 
our amazement and my great uneasiness that our rascally innkeeper 
had jobbed us off with a bedlamite Driver and a poor mad horse, not 
well broke in, between one and tother we had a narrow escape with 
our lives, for at first setting off the Cattle began to caper and rear and 
with difficulty brought to go on which they obtained, he drove over 
and through thick and thin, regarding neither rough nor level, stones, 
gullies, rutts. All our persuasions availed nothing. Being arrived at 
Branchton, a Village about 3 miles from last Inn and almost as much 
from our intended stage, driving furiously adown a steep, a rut 
lying across, he gave a sudden turn to Carr, by which jerk, the 2 
forebolts, each of bigness of ones thumb, fastening the cross piece 
whereon stand the 2 foresprings, were snapt short off, the chaize 
settling instantly down, providentially square in main beam. By a 
miracle for I can hardly consider it less the chaise was not overturned, 
in that case the Driver must have been unavoidably dismounted and 
the horses left to themselves in their fright, ’twould have been well 
had not some or all of us been killed or maimed and most sadly mauled. 

On this as it turned out happy event taking baggage out of the 
chaize and meeting an hospitable Farmer, named Reynolds who 
kindly received us in, gave us the cold remains of his dinner, and a 
glass of fine ale, took a thankful leave of our kind Host, putting 
portmantuas on shoulders of an honest Labourer and his helpmate, 
who alternately relieved each other, proceeded on foot for the re- 
maining 3 miles, and in an hour arrived at Inn, Brosley, not a little 
rejoycing at our happy deliverance, nor a little fatigued with a walk 
performed in boots after a journey of 40 miles between ro and 5 
o'clock p.M. Our guide and porter having agreed for 18d was in rap- 
tures to find another shilling added to his wages, by strength of 
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which, says he, I will take tother pot of beer, and on being enjoyned 
to carry compliments to our late Host, replied, 1 will convey your 
commendations; and wished us all manner of prosperation. Here we 
suppt and lodged having propra mana delivered our letter in absence 
of Surgeon Mr. Corbett; he quickly came to our Inn and stayed 
supper, having agreed before taking leave on our tomorrows route. 


19. Morn rainy, p.m. cloudy and clear by turns, wind S. Mr. Corbet 
coming to our Inn in order to fulfil his last nights promise accom- 
panied us in a post chaize procured already against his arrival. Enter- 
ing vehicle our first visit was to China or porcelain manufacture, noted 
for its fine Nankin blue colour, no other colours attempted here. 
Lately was sent off as we were told by one of the burners a compleat 
sett or table service for the royal Table, a sample whereof we saw. 

From hence directed our course to iron bridge for a more perfect 
view of the curious and singular pieces of metal architecture. We 
returned back so many miles as this day journey consisted of. The 
following is as particular and just account as my memory leaves to 
furnish. Singular, I styled it, for I believe the world affords not its 
like, a bridge perfect in all its parts composed entirely of Cast iron 
with its posts, beams, joints, braces, flooring and rails. Tis laid over 
Severn from a town in Shropshire called Brosley to Coalbrook Dale 
side and adjoining, a truly romantic spot, noted for coal mines and 
iron stone wherewith it abounds. This structure consists of one arch 
only measuring 100% feet, length from foot or foundation to key 
stone 33 feet, of 2 pieces only, or as workmen call then, ribbs, head 
and foot of each ribb, post and beam has tenant finished to mortise in 
beams above and plates below. Ribbs of arch of 2 pieces, each weigh- 
ing 5 tons; tenants at head of these let into the key or Centerpiece of 
form of a dovetail. Weight of Center or keystone of one Ton if not 
more. At foot of Arch ribbs on both sides stands an upright post about 
36 feet high, at distance of 10 feet, and in same range is another post of 
equal length and dimensions, standing home to abutments, that are 
distant from each other 120 feet, the length of flooring of bridges. 
Ribbs and posts are all of same dimensions or about 7 inches square, 
and braced together in a curious and secure manner, by an oval brace 
on other side of arch touching or bearing against these spots, namely, 
floor beam, ribbs of arch, and outer upright post, and by multitude of 
braces double Ogee and strait braces rendering whole compass firm 
and unshakeable, and when beheld in front, presents a handsome 
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pleasing picture. There are four posts, or 2 on each side arch, beside 
the arch ribbs making 6 in each range. Width of the bridge was 5 
ranges, making ribbs and posts in No. 30, clear distance between 
each range somewhat less than 5 feet, width of Bridge is 27 feet. 
Flooring consists of plates 27 feet long, 3 in width and somewhat 
better, and in thickness 2 inches, and is laid on 5 beams, having 
mortoises in them answering to tenants in head of posts, there also 
long enough to pass through mortoises in flooring covering to keep 
planks or plates in their places. These ribbs in posts stand on a plate of 
iron 5 or 6 inches thick, which last is laid in a foundation of stone 
almost 10 feet in width being distance of abutments from water when 
at a moderate heighth. Beams wherein flooring rests are 120 feet in 
length, consisting of 3 pieces corresponding in number to 5 ranges of 
arches and upright posts. Heigth of floor above water at a medium 
heigth is 53 feet. Abutment on both sides are of solid earth faced with 
a thick wall of large stone laid, but from a defect in masonry twas 
beginning to bulge out. Tis therefore designed to take the defective 
wall down, build it thicker and secure it by substantial buttresses. 
Flooring is to be covered with cinders and earth from furnaces to- 
gether making a hard composite body, 15 or 16 inches depth, when 
thoroughly settled cant be distinguished from a fine turnpike road. 
On each to be secured by an open palisade of 6 feet in heigth, under, 
runs a foot path of 4 feet wide, and one foot above carriage way. 
Projection under flooring ornamented with open modilions, giving it 
a light and pleasing appearance. A Mr. Derby, a wealthy iron manu- 
facturer, of the Dale, is the principal, having engaged to execute it 
for 300 £s, after obtaining an Act of Parliament, for without no 
works of this kind can be carried on. Being, however, soon convinced 
of the shortness of his estimate his associates have agreed to relinquish 
their right to the toll for some years, paying them 5 percent for their 
money advanced. ”Tis judged the charge will not fall short of £ 5000. 
Our curiosity in this article being satisfyed, the next object was great 
furnaces, many falling under view in our progress, containing no 
peculiarity in construction and working, caused no delay till arrival 
at Mr. Wilkinsons great works for all kind of cast iron from huge 
fire and water engine pipes to smallest of domestication pits; the fire 
in these immense works 1s raised and kept by wind conveyed through 
pipes excited, if that is the proper word by a water engine, machinery 
and contrivance being beyond my conception, considering little time 
I had to examine and my companions curiosity engrossing our guides 
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attention left no room for my enquiring, and it falling not within 
compass of my studies. I came away astonisht at the greatness of the 
work and as ignorant, respecting its principle as if never seen, nor 
heard of. On seeing some enormous pipes enquired for whom they 
were, was told for City of Paris. This raising my curiosity prompted 
another question, England and France being then at open though not 
declared war and was told Government consented the bargain before 
made might be compleated, Mr. Wilkinson being engaged to furnish 
that City with such a number to such a weight for which he is to 
receive 500,000 £, a sum one would think large enough to supply not 
only Paris but half cities in France. At one of works was carried on 
method of extracting pitch or tar from coals; a late invention and if 
encouraged, would, in case of need, render Great Britain independent 
in some degree of Northern Colonies or powers for a supply of that 
article. I recollect of just part of process; the works consist of a range 
of ovens, nearly half as large as a bakers, underneath are places for the 
fire. These ovens are filled with coals and close shut, no air suffered 
to pass in. To what degree and the time of baking I forget. The fire 
being taken away, they are to cool gradually and when thoroughly 
so, contents taken out and put into reservoirs where water is thrown 
on them. This water contains a spirit which when extracted is put 
into astill. The first [7 word] is Oil, second ———— third ——— from 
hence in our progress home, or Innward, entered a manufacture or 
mill for boring canon, performed by water as all great works here are. 
This easily conceived by anyone who has seen a pump bored, boring 
tool supposed to be carried on by water instead of hand. 

From this last we returned home fatigued enough to retire to rest 
which [ am sure I most wanted. Dined at Inn, company same as last 
eve, charge same. After, all together walkt to Mr. Surgeon, our guide 
and attendant; Samuel Sewall and myself drank coffee with Spouse; 
leaving this house Judge S. and S.C. returned to Inn where I past a 
rouguelike conversationless, heavy and [7 word| even S.C. engaged in 
loyally celebrating General Clinton’s success at Charleston by dis- 
charging a 2 pounder half loaded twice in a private garden and getting 
soundly ——— 

This town bf Brosley wherein I now am is long and straggling, the 
houses seem to owe their present situation to meer chance, in general 
has a dark sooty dirty look, few only in a decent style. Church has 
ring of bells, no jangling on present occasion. Tis low and dark like 
many other country parish churches. To find decent handsome and 
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reputable places of worship on episcopal plan in Country, look out for 
Chappel of ease. The reason readily occurs to a person acquainted 
with England. Trade here, coals, iron stone, furnaces, forges, slitting 
mills, brick, Tyle, pottery and pipe making, in latter article noted all 
over the kingdom. 


20. Morn doubtful dull air. Having now accomplisht object of our 
return, paid bill and being accomodated with a post chaize took our 
departure and in an hour and 4 were set down at Kings arms inn 
Bridgeworth upper town. Having determined on passage to Worces- 
ter at 30 miles from this place, on Severn, we left inn to enquire for 
best accomodations and carefullest Master, or Skipper to convey us 
down to our intended port of delivery, being informed of [7 word] 
of character, went and in his absence engaged a passage for next day, 
pleasing ourselves with the thought of the pleasing diversification in 
mode of travelling. Memo: Fare 1/6, 30 miles, the consideration of no 
inconsiderable weight to those whose bank begins to ebb fast, having 
measured of turnpike chiefly, almost 500 miles. At mid p.m. Skipper 
came to confer on subject of tomorrow’s passage, and soon adjusted 
all matters. Communication between distant places on easy gentle 
stream of Severn at this distance from its mouth, where it is boisterous 
enough, made easy by daily intercourse up and down. This point being 
settled, the interval between the present hour and time of departure 
was chequered by eating, drinking, walking, playing backgammon, 
having no companions beside ourselves, no out of door objects to 
amuse, all being before seen. 


21. Morn cloudy, air moderate, meridian and p.m. very pleasant. 
Departed from Inn attended by our guide and Skipper having on his 
and men’s shoulders our baggage, soon entered into our conveyance 
which to our disappointment we found to be a common conveyance 
for commodities, instead of passenger boat, filled with wool and bulky 
goods some feet above gunwhale, leaving me and fellow passengers but 
scanty room in stern sheets, of whom we had a dozen, such as our 
choice would not have selected. Among these was one whose genuine 
humour seemed to divert us. Wind proving fair, passage was notwith- 
standing some disagreeable circumstances not unpleasant. First delay 
was at Bendley, here we refreshed with a cold collation; next at Stour- 
port at junction of great Staffordshire Canal with the Severn, and is 
Barcardier to and from Birmingham. At mouth or bottom or end of 
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Canal are Locks as curious, grand and on same principle as Duke of 
Bridgewaters at Runcorn, much larger pools, number of barges incom- 
parably greater, the business in extent far exceeding his. To those al- 
ready made, are now adding new locks, and another bason proving 
beyond a doubt the great increase of the inland navigation. A stay not 
permitting I could only give a superficial glance convincing me of 
amazing extent of trade goods carried on by this Canal, nor could I 
resemble it but to town Dock at Liverpool or pool below London 
bridge. Hence to Worcester had an easy pleasant passage, distance 7 
miles. At 6 o’clock landed just below old bridge. Gnivah na elbasnep- 
sidni a iroiretsop, I immediately jumped on shore leaving Companions 
and baggage, who before they left bank of river engaged tomorrow’s 
passage to Gloucester, nearly same distance, in same ill accomodation 
conveyance and same fare, choosing it as they said for variety &c. &c. 
From boat adjourned to Happole. Soon after our arrival Mr. J. Vas- 
sell entered Inn and our room, we being seen by his servant. He is on 
his return from Birmingham leaving there on reconoitering plan. He 
speaks of that town with greatest dislike, no terms too contemptuous 
and mean to express his dislike as a dirty ill built hole. So different are 
mens tastes that my companions make it daily subject of their praises. 
For my own part I think deserves neither extravagant praises, much 
less execration. *Tis of an amazing extent, all its new streets spacious 
and strait and not ill built, here are many excellent buildings and Lon- 
don itself does not exhibit a more spacious, well built street than 
Newhall Street; though its paving is not of best quality ’tis far from 
worst. Its greatest want is that of flaggs. After disposing baggage, be- 
speaking a bed and supper, we left Inn for a ramble, choice of course 
to new bridge and thence to Castle Mount, seeming to be a work of art 
of a regular form, a gentle walk to Top, a flat about 18 feet over having 
6 evergreens round its border. Its loftiness affords a prospect of city, a 
great part, river, flowing at its foot, rising about 100 yards above level 
of fields on other side of river, a walk running through them near banks 
of river used by inhabitants for evening recreation, numbers of whom 
we saw. Air serene and mild. Hence returned back to Inn, supt on 
spitchcock Eel nearly as big as my wrist, cost being only 1/8 and other 
articles of a different complexion from the late adopted plan of 
economy. But inconsistency is a common fault among frail men. 


22. Dull dark drisly. Summoned by Boatmen who took our baggage. 
We soon followed expecting to take our immediate departure but by 
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mismanagement of Crew, a sett of ignorant drunken miscreants who 
ill understood their duty we were delayed for 2 long hours, exposed 
for greater part of time to a drisle which from its length, proved little 
less than a scotch mist. They not putting off till 11 o’clock and to add 
to our misfortune on our arrival at Wharves found there were tenfold 
more disgustful conditions than yesterday’s boat that on a comparison 
was really genteel to this, more decently laden, and the passengers of 
very different look and behaviour, the room abaft more straitened, 
passengers more numerous, quality of them meaner, the whole con- 
comitants dirty and even nauseous. To still more to mortify prospect 
of delay from their ignorance in managing a boat too obvious to 
escape our notice, for being aground twas with greatest difficulty, and 
not till after many voluminous labours by their all united skill and 
endeavours be set afloat that a competent knowledge of their business 
could have effected in a few minutes and the management in passage 
was attended with like success. For with 2 fair oars in addition to the 
aid of 3 men tackled to a rope astern, hauling her along, and the stream 
with us, we made shift in 2 full hours to arrive at a landing within 3 
miles of Upton, to which from hence we walkt on land, distance passed 
by water being just 7 miles from Gloucester, weather foul and wind 
contrary though small. Under such ill-omened circumstances were 
discouraged from proceeding further by water, and therefore, on 
arrival of boat, ordering out our baggage, after a squabble between 
my Companion and the boatmen and paying them what was judged 
reasonable though far from content, dismissed them, and now taking 
as Sailors phrase it Land tack on board proceeded to next stage of 15 
miles, being first in going called Newport. Arrived at Bell Inn and 
from thence with fresh horses and carriage to our home distant here- 
from 18 miles, this being last of the day and our tour had like to have 
proved so of life; at least to one of us. At 3 or goo yards without Turn- 
pike gate at head of Stakes crost a short thick footpad running out from 
under hedges, seized reins of a horse, threatening instant death to 
Driver, if he didn’t stop. Whereupon, he stopped, the fellow giving up 
reins, ran up to chaize door and was probably just going to demand our 
cash &c. which S. Sewall supposing him only a rude fellow (muttering 
somewhat neither of us understood who was seated in midst S.S. and 
self) designing only to insult us, not suspecting him to be a footpad, 
raising himself forward made a push at him with his cane which the 
pad perceiving retreated back a few paces, which he [7 word] with a 
word, discharging his pistol at same instant and ran off presuming he 


BRISTOL June 1780 643 








had executed his treatening Damn you I'll do for you. Judge Sewall 
thought he perceived the wind of bullet as it passed, be it as it may twas 
found next morning. It grazed the molding which diverted it from a 
course which otherwise must have entered S.S. body, but how his 
head escaped is inconceivable. It pierced through lining and lodged 
between it and leather top, proved a slug more than inch long and was 
pickt up next morning by the Driver who acquainted the Turnpike 
keeper of it. Though I briefly endeavoured I never could become 
possessed of it nor see nor find the driver. Probably had Chaize been 
out of this situation 6 inches that slug would have caused death along 
with one or other of us. I record this as an instance of an hundredth 
escape from death. Many, I doubt not, occurs unknown to us through 
course of life. Thus “per varios casus, per tot discriminatorum.” We 
arrived safe and unhurt, thanks to a watchful, kind providence, at 
home, half after 10 in Thursday eve June 22, 1780, concluding a 
ramble of 501 computed miles in 18 days. 


23. Clear pleasant air, mild, wind N.W. Within till 4 o’clock. Walkt 
over and staid at Judge S. an hour, evening at home with Landlady. 


24. Same as yesterday.’ 
25. At home till 5 o’clock, walkt out, at home eve, alone.” 


26. Wind N., home most of day writing. P.M. walk, evening at 
home. 


27. Morn mild, wind same. Took Mary Ann to Wells. Meridian 
walk. Took J. Waldo whom accidentally met to Knowl hill, intro- 
duced him to Mrs. Cantles house. p.m. with Mrs. Richards and Mary 
Ann to G[illegible]; treated them with strawberrys and cream. 


28. Air moist, wind fresh S. Invited to Judge S., passed p.m. and 
evening there with Mr. and Mrs. Fanneil, Mr. and Mrs. Fr[oad] Mr. 
Francis Waldo, Simpson and Reynolds. 


1. On returning from his excursion, Curwen wrote to Timmins telling of the 
adventure with the footpad and acknowledging receipt of a snuff box, “unluckily, a 
square one, which will not answer my purpose, was sent me instead of a round 
tortoise shell one wished for.” 

2. An inquiry to Mr. Avercan for board and lodging, followed by a withdrawal 
because of having made other arrangements. 
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29. At home till 5 o’clock, walkt in order to explore the very spot 
attackt by footpad and to satisfy myself. Engaged Turnpike woman 


to procure of Driver the slugg fired at us. Showed her next morn. 


30. Morn mild air and warm, wind fresh S.W. a.m. at home, walkt to 
Quay to find Vessell bound to Whitehaven, intending if practical a 
water conveyance to Workington in Cumberland. None here. Drank 
tea with Betsy Sladon, evening in chamber alone. 


July 1. Wind N.W., light gales, rainy appearance. Meridian raining. 
A.M. within, p.m. and Eve at Mr. Fanneil’s with company at quadrille, 
successful.? 


2. Morn fair, wind brisk N. Sunday. At home all day with neither 
being seen nor seeing anyone but family. Eve solitary walk. 


3. Cloudy at times sprinkling, wind brisk W. a.m. within. P.M. with- 
in till 5 o’clock, drank tea at Mr. Jones, Pawnbroker, with Mrs. 
Richard, evening at home. 


4. Air brisk, N. Sun in and out, somewhat chilly and moist. At 
Thornhills Lottery office. Sported away 50/ in 2 half crown tickets 
and 1 fivish, and 5/ at Fullers in 2 half crown ditto. p.M. passed an hour 
at Change Coffee House, adjourned to Francis Waldos, drank tea, 
walkt out together, arrested by his kinsman J. Waldo, and taken into 
his house abiding there 4 hour, thence home. 


s. Milky sky, dim sun. Wind fresh N.W. At times drisly all day. 
Within. 


6. Morn fine, after closed in, wind fresh N., air moist within all day. 
Mrs. Richards drank tea in my chamber. Foot pad taken in Bath road, 
Judge seeing him thinks it our attacker. 


7. Clear and cloudy by times, wind fresh N. a.m. within, P.M. at 
Change Coffee House an hour, disappointed in drinking tea with Mr. 
Wright by his absence from home. Returned back and passed eve at 


1. An eleven-page letter to Isaac Smith detailed Curwen’s recent eighteen-day 
jaunt. 
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home, Mrs. Richards bringing me currants and cakes and a fine cab- 
bage rose.” 


8. Clearish, early walk to Lawfords gate, meerly to sniff fresh air. 
Dekwa thiw a suovren headach. On return meeting Mr. R. Hallowell, 
who informed me of his going to London. Wrote to Mr. T. and W.C. 
Whilst writing, a letter from J. Russell was delivered me inclosing one 
from R. Ward of Salem per Isaac White via Amsterdam, also 2 from 
persons before mentioned. In Mr. T. inclosed back one to said R. 
Ward and my Wife and carried them to Mr. H. for conveyance to 
London.’® Tneloiv seunitnoc toto die headach, dewollof yb a [2 
words |. 


g. Clear air, find day, wind N.WIy. Ssertsid deunitnoc. 
10. Same as yesterday, wind S. 


zz. Air remarkably mild, a.m. abroad, sauntering in shade with 
Francis Waldo p.m. drank tea with same, N. Lechmere joyned us 
after. Long evening walk through Cliveden, commonly called Clifton, 
and the fields. Mr. L. passed remainder of eve and supt with me. 


12. Morn mild, clearish, small breeze at E. An exceeding pleasant 
walk of 2 or 3 hours through Grove in Rope walks and College green. 
Dined at Judge Sewalls by invitation. Treated Mrs. Richards and 
Mary Ann with a play called Buisybody, Recruiting Sarjent and 
Contrivancy.* Returned home at 11 0’clock. 

House moderately full. 


13. Morn dull and cloudy, air mildish, damp, at times drisly, small 
breeze, at N.E. An a.m. and p.m. walk to Change Coffee House, drank 
tea and passed evening at home per me ipsum.” 


z. A note to Robert Hallowell asking him to deliver a letter to Mr. Cabot, to 
whom he wrote thanking him for his correspondence. 

3. To Richard Ward, Curwen wrote giving news of friends, sending messages to 
those in Salem, and regretting the death of Mr. McGilchrist. He sent the letter to 
John Timmins for forwarding to Salem via Amsterdam. 

4. The Busybody, a comedy by Mrs. Susannah Centlivre, wife of Queen Anne’s 
cook, was produced in 1709. The Recruiting Officer, a comedy by George Farquhar, 
was produced in 1706. 

5. Curwen wrote to Col. William Browne a brief letter advising of Mr. McGil- 
christ’s death. Immediately following Curwen notes: “As the bank bills are drawn 
payable to me, I think it safe and proper to take a copy, lest, in case of a miscarriage 
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14. Clear, warm, pleasant. Wind W. fluttering. a.M. walk through 
Wells to end of Vincents rocks, and return through Cliveden, round 
Brandon hill and on home crossing College green, through Lawfords 
gate to Turnpike and part of Tedbury road, across the Froome to 
Milk Street, horse fair, and coming out by St. John’s Church, crost 
stone bridge. Passed evening at home, with headach. 


15. Morn, mild damp air, appearance of rain, wind W. Took an 
early a.M. walk taking Mary Ann, continued it through Bedminster 
Churchyard to foot of Down; Returning home drank tea with Mrs. 
Richards and she passed evening with me.® 


16. Mild air and warm sun out. Sunday, attended at College a Mr. 
Powis one of Prefects preached, a very ingenious discourse, after told 
twas not of his own composing, not an unusual case however among 
Episcopal Clergy to read other’s performances in the pulpit Text, “But 
there is forgiveness with them that thou &c.” Walk after service, 
though rope walks, on terrace of river. In p.m. at Lewins Mead Meet- 
ing House, Mr. Wright preacht from “Be ye followers of me, even as 
I am of Christ,” an excellent discourse, as his always are. After service 
Mr. Coates repeated his son’s invitation to tea. Returning home and 
finding none there, directed my footsteps to bank terrace meeting a 
multitude as is ever custom on pleasant Sundays; evening at home. 


77. Omitted, equally unimportant, and of much like complexion 
with rest of my unemployed days; to my regret so denominated. 


or loss otherwise I be without a power of identifying, and wish this prudent thought 
had sooner occurred to me.” Then follow the texts of three bills of which the follow- 
ing is a sample: 
Bank post bill 
No. 9670 London 16 April 1779 
At seven days sight I promise to pay this my sola bill of Exchange to Samuel 
Curwen Esqr. or order Twenty Four Pounds seven shillings and six pence 
sterling 
Value received of him 
For the Governor and Company of 
£ Twenty Four 7/6 The Bank of England 
Entered M. Vernon John Nixon 


On this same day Curwen wrote to Sally Bretland telling her of his plans and sending 
messages to all his friends. 

6. Seven | pages to William Pynchon described the riots of the so-called “Protestant 
associators” whose president was Lord George Gordon, the destruction of Sir 
George Saville’s and Lord Mansfield’s houses, the fires in London, and the unsuccess- 
ful attempts at further fires in Bath and Bristol, which “miscreantic insurrection” 
took place during Curwen’s ramble in the country. 
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18, Warm pleasant air, wind N.W., a.m. short walk passed an hour 
at Judge S. by invitation. Returned home indisposed. From this day 
we've an addition to my family of one, my Countryman Nicholas 
Lechmere. Supt with him and a friend of his named Maddox. 


19. Morn cloudy, now and then sprinkling, air damp, wind brisk at 
N.W. Yesterday arrived at Quay a large prize sugar ship. a.m. walk 
to Change Coffee House, Meridian cleared up, wind arose. Just finisht 
a long letter to my friend Mr. Pynchon, inclosing Lord Loughboro’s 
Speech to Grand Jury on St. Margaretts Hill on trial of some of Lon- 
don rioters. After tea walkt with Mr. N. Lechmere. 


20. Morn rain, wind fresh at N.W. 


21. Morn cloudy, wind changeable, within till 7 o’clock. Eve walk 
with my fellow boarder in College green. 


22. Cloudy warm air, small breeze at N. Preceeding night Thunder. 
A.M. walk with fellow boarder, passed P.M. and evening with same at 
Cribb, on my part successful. 


23. Cloudy but moderate, wind S.E. Sunday, at Cathedral, Mr. 
Powis, Prebend, preached, Text “for who knoweth what 1s good for a 
man in this life &c.,” a most useful and excellent discourse on vanity 
and even folly of asking unconditionally for temporal blessings, that 
experience teaches in issue rather prove misfortunes. p.M. at All Saints, 
eldest son of Canon Compton (said to be great Buck) preached. After 
service walk with N. Lechmere over Dudham Down to Ostrich, drank 
pot of cyder, crossed over Cookes folly, so called by a tower on banks 
of Avon, thence home. 


24. Morn clearish, warm and pleasant, wind N.W. Lively breeze. 
Early walk. Tob [7 word] na citeme thguard, ym areciv chum 
deredrosid, gnicudorp na tnettimretni head ach, rof owt skeew dan 
erom. Koot citeme, sti noitarepo llams, depoleved a das uaesuan re- 
mainder of eve and all die seq.” 


25. Morn clear, fine day, uncommonly mild refreshing air. Meri- 
dian walk with N. Lechmere to Wells. p.m. to Lawfords gate, ot 


7. Anote to Timmins enclosing a blank receipt as usual. 
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esivda thiw emos yracihtopa tuoba aesuan, deviecer rof na noisufni fo 
anes &c. Drank tea at Judge S. by their invitation with 7 Ladies. 


26. Air warm, sun in and out, wind N.W. Koot thguard, noitarepo 
suoicaciffe. Within all day. 


27. Clear fine soft air, lively breeze, wind N.E. At Lottery office 
informed of my usual ill success, p.m. walkt to Mr. Wraxalls, dis- 
appointed by his absence. Returned and drank tea at Change Coffee 


House. 


28. Morn fine, clear. Air fresh, somewhat raw. An early walk 
brought on head ach of short duration, abating on entering house. A.M. 
2 hours on College green per me ipsum. P.M. at home, and evening 


played with fellow boarder and Judge S. at cribb. 


29. Morn delightful, clear and mild and warm. At Taylors Glass 
house amused by seeing sheets of glass made. Leaving it proceeded 
to Know] hill through fields to Redcliff church, over Bridge to the 
Barton and from thence to lodgings, absent 2 hours only. After con- 
ducted Mrs. S., Mr. S.S. and Miss S. to glass house 2d time, blast 
being over we were disappointed. p.m. at Change Coffee House an 
hour in evening per me ipsum, after my return soon retired. 


30. Morn foggy, still, wind at S.E., almost light, up and down. Early 
walk to Wells, back across Brandon and College green. Attended at 
College, same Mr. Powis preached, text, ““Woe unto you when all men 
speak well of you.” Mr. R. Lechmere as we were walking on terrace 
after Church told us that the sermon delivered last Sunday by this 
preacher, so greatly admired, was found in a printed collection, that a 
hearer told him he had himself seen it. p.m. at Lewins Mead Meeting 
House, Mr. Estin preached. Returning home by way of the Quay see- 
ing a multitude looking at a ship just arrived I joined them and found 
her to be one of the 24 belonging to this port from Jamaica, whole fleet 
consisting of 160 of which 119 belong to London, remainder to other 
outposts, were all safe arrived, whilst of french from S. Domingo con- 
sisting of 24 there are 16 taken by Admiral Greene and the privateers. 
Drank tea at Mr. R. Lechmeres and after a social tete a tete, walkt 
with him, Lady and dauter and Brother to College green, where we 
joyned 4 Americans. Soon separated and took leave, went to advise my 
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friend Timmins of my design to bid adieu to Bristol, and make London 
and its neiborhood the place of my future residence till I shall be no 
more with me, for I really dispair of ever leaving this Island. 


31. Morn light fog. Went to give order to Wiltshire clerk and 
Waggoner about my trunk and portmanteau to be conveyed to Lon- 
don. To that end I set about packing them, which being finished, walkt 
to New Inn Dowry Square to engage a seat in 3 o’clock stage to Bath 
next Thursday p.o., left unsettled. 


1780 August 1. Morn as usual light fog, calm warm air. Confined by 
enigrup yratulas. Mr. Simpson and S.S. called on us, former invited 
us to tea, declined having a visitor of my fellow boarders in expecta- 
tion. P.M. walk, paid off account Judge S. took of N.L. A solitary 
walk, drank dish of milk and water thinking to abandon head ach in 
p.M. Evening Mr. Maddox, Mr. L.’s friend came, supped and passed a 


joyous evening. 


2. Walk to Mr. Maddox’s store, passed an hour there, eat raisins. 
After to Lottery office found 16 tickets all blank. Invited and dined 
at Mr. R. Lechmeres. Admiral Graves, Lady and her niece, Mr. M., 


Mr. S., his brother, passed p.m. and evening there. 


3. Morn clear, very fine, fresh breeze at E., a.m. exceeding warm, 
early walk, after at New Inn Dowry Square, fare I thought unreason- 
able, declined to ingage. Returned home, after taking a last leave of my 
few acquaintance, paid off board to hour of departure, dined at place 
of late residence, my Landlady very complaisantly providing a cheese 
as last instance of respect and I am obliged to her for it. At 3 o’clock 
departed being accompanied by Mr. N.L. Proceeded to White Lion 
Inn, broad street where whilst waiting the stage coach mans pleasure I 
treated my attendant with a glass of Lisbon he readily accepted and I 
as willingly gave; being at length called for we parted, he returning 
from whence he came, and I entered into the vehicle wherein was only 
a female of 14. At Temple gate we were joined by the well known Mr. 
Heath in and late of Honiton in Devonshire with his maiden sister, 
loquacity of former, who without partiality seems a compound of 
strong sense, knowledge, vivacity and vanity made to amuse, divert 
and entertain. The grossness of his flattery savoured more of academic 
and ignorance of good. Part of my attention was to reading the Quack 
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Doctors speech to the gypsy mob, his attendants, in Lancelot Greaves, 
wrote by the late Doctor Smollett. He solicited my interest with 
Mr. Nathaniel White, whose preaching I had and proposed still to 
attend at old Jewry, a person whom I told him I had never spoken to, 
nor expected ever to speak to, in order to procure for him the use of 
his Meeting House, on Sunday evenings lecture that he said doubted 
not would be well attended, if procurable, and yield him as comfort- 
able living, he suggested at present wanted, being in too narrow cir- 
cumscribed a state which needed no evidence beyond experience to 
confirm. Air excessive sultry, sun shining with unusual fervor, and 
lower atmosphere charged with a thick dust, arising from continued 
passing of carriages over the moisture exhausted earth, almost to suffo- 
cation. At 6 o’clock alighted at Castle Inn market street, Bath where I 
entered and drank tea. After taking a ramble met my said loquacious 
fellow traveller; joyning we proceeded to a long walk in a lone road, 
he seemed glad to avail himself of to recount his own adventures. Re- 
turning through walk in field under Crescent, thronged with great 
numbers of genteel Company, in passage through one of parades to my 
intended visit to Mr. Ervings, met Mrs. Erving and one of her dauters 
whose more than cool reply to my address discouraged my acquainting 
her with design of going to their house. Taking a sudden and formal 
leave was, I own, greatly puzzled to account for such behaviour, after 
their free and unsolicited, or even unencouraged on my part commu- 
nications of their wishes, views and designs, that exposed, would have 
injured them, in very familiar acquaintance with that family at Exeter. 
At 8 o’clock eve hearing by accident that the carriage from this Inn 
was not the 2 days carriage I had proposed to use, departed suddenly, 
and by good luck, not being filled, engaged a seat in that at White Hart 
Inn, Hall street. Having agreed, entered my name and paid as cus- 
tomary, half fare. Returned to my Inn to rest with orders to be called 
at a certain hour. 


4. Arose at 7. Morn delightful, fair, mild and warm, taking a cup of 
chocolate, was presently after joyned by a Mr. Graves, a young 
Clergyman of Suffolk whose obliging, social behaviour rendered him 
an agreeable Companion. On road about %4 way to our first stage 
parson named Goddard overtaking us, alighted from his horse, de- 
livered to a servant, entered our carriage adding a 3d to our Company. 
For first 4% hour, our Oxonians kept to themselves the whole conversa- 
tion, wherein were disclosed many clerical, academic tales, stories and 
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anecdotes, among others I recollect the following: Doctor Barton 
Dean of Bristol, Rector of St. Andrews, Holborn, who was according 
to british mode of expression dark, meaning stone blind, being of an 
humourous disposition and great self command, being minded to 
entertain himself invited 4 eminent persons in same desolate condition 
as he was, to a dinner, none other being present but servants to help 
them. They were the well known Sir John Fielding of as eminent a 
character in the Justiciary line as perhaps any man in the civilized 
world, the other the as well known blind musician Mr. Stanly. The 4th 
was not remembered, when after passing a joyous feast they took a 
humorous leave and departed. At 11 we alighted at black Lion Inn 
Devises where after taking a refreshment I walkt for hour. In ramble 
espied a sign for quaintness of its devise here noted; the following will 
explain. On sign is painted 5 men in small well known by the name of 
five alls, each in their proper habits and attitudes. The first in order 
stands a Parson in his sacerdotalibus, for in present mode of arrange- 
ment ’tis Church and then King; his hands extended as in action of 
address: He prays for all. 2d is a Lawyer in his gown, band and tye 
wig: He pleads for all. 3d the Soldier with a fierce countenance, cock- 
ade and uniform: He fights for all; 4th is a Physician, a solemn Phyz, 
great wig, boluses and juleps in his hands; he kills or cures all; sthly 
and lastly {the Farmer? | with his settled and thoughtful countenance, 
he pays for all. This sign being only remarkability to be seen, returned 
to Inn, my first Companion having breakfasted. My other one and self 
taking each tumbler of milk punch and a slice of bread and butter 
called for reckoning, paid it and departed with fresh horses driver and 
chaize and at 4 way between here and Marlborough dropping the fat 
jolly Parson who had joined us on road, proceeded to town mentioned 
arriving at great Castle Inn there 2 o’clock, distant from Bath 32 miles 
and from last stage 14 miles, run in 6 hours. Latter part of road or for 
last 12 miles an excellent turnpike, through uninclosed fields. The 
inn we now are at famous through England if not Europe for grandeur 
of structure it having been a Noblemans Mansion house, excellence 
and expensiveness of its accomodations, provision &c. being in highest 
style &c. Here we dined on roast shoulder of mutton, a few slices cold 
beef, windsor beans, cucumber, pot cyder and bow! of punch, charge 
7/9d. Passed hour in viewing grounds wherein is a mount made by Art, 
ascent to summit in a gyral line of so gentle a rising as to be imperceiv- 
able, in length 44 mile, though encompassing it but 4 times. Mount not 
exceeding an 100 feet diameter nor more in heighth. Top a plain 
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planted with trees about 45 or 50 in number. Hence is seen a very 
distant View of whole town, consisting of one long street and a few 
short ones at right angles, former abounding with inns principally and 
shops and trades relating to supplies for them. From hence to Speen- 
ham lands to which we soon posted, is a fine turnpike of 19 miles 
measured without any delay but breath of horses and watering them 
and Driver who always keeps pace with his horses thirst. My Inn 
meaning where I was set down and lodged the George and Pelican, and 
I believe without any exception the dearest in the road, that by all 
accounts is the most expensive and extravagant, of any in England, and 
which my experience respecting myself confirms. Memo, being 
charged 3/6 for a dish of tea, which on remonstrance was told included 
supper, not a mouthful of which I tasted nor wanted. This place or 
rather street of houses lyes at right angles with Newbury and may not 
improperly be said to join it. My companion left me a few paces off, 
being now alone, and a few hours of day after tea serving also for 
supper as far as regarded by my appetite though my purse received no 
advantage from my abstinence, charge being just same as if I had been 
refreshed ever so plentifully on cold meats &c. for which I was told 
afterwards, information of custom being reserved till it could be of no 
service but to Landlord, which had I known some poor wretches who 
are ever haunting Inn where travellers put up should have had their 
empty stomachs filled, though mine needed none. Twas always ex- 
pected to pay sum before mentioned wether table was spread or not. 
[rambled through Newbury which is a long town consisting of build- 
ings in middling and lower style, decent and in good repair, divided in 
middle with two long streets; has one episcopal church, and 4 others 
viz one presbyterian, independent, Baptist and Quaker, of latter 3 or 4 
familys in the town residing; trade not extensive, rather in decay, or at 
least not increasing, spectacles wrought, Baragons, and Serge denims. 
Inhabitants in general avowed friends to American Liberty, dis- 
avowers of the war. Supposed to exceed Marlborough in number of 
Houses and inhabitants. 


s. Morn cloudy, air raw and damp, great signs of rain, winds. De- 
parted hence at 7 o’clock after having Chambermaid fee squeezed out 
of me by her impetuosity, given with an ill grace and an hearty ex- 
coriation. Clouds cleared away and became pleasant. Put up at George 
Inn Reading, a large handsome well built town, principal of this 
same County Berkshire and exceeding from Newbury, gradation 
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being Marlbough, Newbury, Reading. Breakfast of chocolate served 
up in plates and more genteely, attendants more respectful, and every 
circumstance more pleasing than is usually been my lot to find on road. 
From hence to Colnbrook is miles where I again staged and 
dined on excellent boiled Eel and roasted duck provided for a Lady 
bound Londonward with whom I joyned both in eating and travelling 
my last stage, London, being set down at Swan Inn Holborn bridge 
at end of fleet Market at 6 o’clock. After a short rest, daylight still re- 
maining as it did some hours after I walkt forth to view remains of Mr. 
Langdales house &c. close and almost adjoyning Inn, proceeding for- 
ward to Newgate but little distance, that were laying in a deplorable 
state of ruins destroyed lately by those accused Sons of rapine and 
ruin. I returned back to my inn filled with honest but fervid indigna- 
tion which ought warm breast of every peaceable well wisher to order, 
laws, safety and the rights of individuals. Sleep put an end to my 
mortifying reflections. 





6. Fair, clear, warm air, wind N.W. After breakfast betook myself 
to foot exercise and proceeded to Chelsea in order to know from my 
friend Timmins the provision he had made for my immediate going 
into private Lodgings. Coming to No. 5 Greens row to disappointment 
did not find either man or wife at home both being gone through 
London to a country rendezvous, this filled me with a degree of 
chagrin being unprepared for such an event. Writing a card that I left 
on his door, for his direction and inspection in evening when I was 
told he was expected to return, contents requesting a sight of him at 
Swan Inn Holborn Bridge by 11 o'clock following day. From his 
house I continued my ramble through the Town to Chelsea bridge 
thence over fields through the road to Vauxhall gardens, and by near- 
est road to Westminster bridge where I arrived at 2 o’clock having 
performed a solitary fatiguing walk of full 10 miles. Here I entered 
Inn in order to rest and dine, but that hour not being arrived and my 
appetite not craving, after a space I left it dinnerless and went forward 
to St. Pauls just time enough to hear whole service, it being Sunday. 
Unable to procure a seat unless to be bought of one of Vergers fora 
while I retreated among the worshippers in Antitemple, but unwilling 
to loose benefit of excellent sermon by a Mr. Winstanley one of the 
Prebends whom of all the preachers belonging to the Chapter it’s being 
my luck to hear, that I happily have heard 6 or 7 times, soon returned 
back into Choir and by good nature of a Countryman or Farmer was 
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placed on his seat used hereafter alternately by us. Text, “And he 
spread it before me, and it was written within and without.” After 
service attempted to pay 2 or 3 visits, proving unsuccessful I walkt 
down to Evening lecture at Salters hall, Mr. Worthington the Minister 
preached, text “And let us not be weary in well doing, for in due season 
we shall reap if we faint not.” From hence to Inn and repose. 


7. Clear, fair, close and warm air. Waited all a.m. with longing 
expectation to see my friend Mr. T., walking backwards and forwards 
to no purpose however for this day. Enquiring out Mr. Peeter’s Lodg- 
ing, late Episcopal Clergyman of Lebanon Connecticut, by his infor- 
mation and under his conduct found a house in Castle yard, where en- 
gaged conditional board. Returned and drank tea with him and 
dauters. These lodgings somehow did not strike me agreeably; keeping 
them, however, under my thumb, recollecting a bookseller in Fleet 
whom I knew and to whom was known bethought myself of applying 
to him. In his house I found a room in 2d floor to be let at 8/ a week, to 
be preferred in my mind to former, to neither I dare engage but con- 
ditionally. My friends call, however, rendered all concern of this kind 
needless recommending a house, hereafter to be mentioned, that I ac- 
cepted of. Passed evening in my lodging chamber at Inn. 


8. Morn fair and warm. Took sundry short walks fearing to make 
any of long continuance lest in interim Mr. T. should call, whom on a 
return through Cheapside I luckily met and straitway proceeded to 
Mrs. Councels No. 22 Castle street, Falcon Square, Aldergate Street. 
We soon struck a bargain. [am to allow £404 year and at same rate a 
week, to allow for a whole should I depart before week is compleated, 
to use dining room if wanted for my Company, and use for myself if 
and when I please, to use lower front parlour, her fire to sit by, for 
breakfast to find tea, chocolate, coffee or whatever I want. She abated 
me 4 of [off] of her price being to all others 40 guineas. After settling 
terms ordered my baggage there and then departed to Mr. Timmins to 
dinner. Rode there in a stage and returned in one. From this P.M. my 
board begins, and now I am again settled in London, and now for first 
time I have all my things together, except Bed blanket coverted at Mr. 
D. Deberdts having been in his keeping ever since my arrival in 


England. 


g. After return from Chelsea yesterday, passed remainder of time till 
hour of retiring in examining my large trunk and all this a.M., not 
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having set eye thereon for 3 years. This p.m. called at Sharmans office 
who engaged me agreeable to yesterdays promise a quarter of 20 £ 
prize paid 4 years ago in state [lottery] hitherto detained by some un- 
lucky circumstance in his affairs allowing 3 years interest thereon, re- 
ceived it in chances, fondly conceiving it may prove a less luckless 
bargain than my hitherto Lottery chances. At least I have now six 
chances for a sum I thought irrecoverably lost. Mr. T. called on me; 
yesterday met Mr. Joseph Green as I was going to his house. I told him 
so; he would fain have returned but I declined it promising soon to call. 
Met also a Countryman, who after a cool greeting, left to his course, 
mine being in a contrary direction. Passed evening and supt with 


Landlord and Landlady, our other boarder Mr. Nicholas out. 


10. A very warm close day, and fair, wind as for 3 days past. Did 
sundry errands for self. Stopt in at New England Coffee House first 
time. New Manager brother to late keeper of indifferent repute, credit 
of house seemingly fallen, none but myself and a female in Coffee 
room, a look of desertion. p.M. within busied overlooking my Effects. 


11. Fair, clear, air close. Within all day about same employment as 2 


preceding days. 


12. Weather, and employment as yesterday till called to dinner. 
Afterwards dressed and walkt to Mr. Joseph Greens, invited to stay to 
tea, which was not my design, and from thence with him, Captain 
Smith and wife walkt to White conduit house. In our walk received 
from Mr. Green the following account he seriously told me foratruth. 
A maid servant living in his neibourhood reported that she, one day, 
being on the road to Hamstead, where she then resided was met by 
Lord Mansfield returning to Canewood on horseback, leading another 
by the bridle; coming up to her enquired, whither she was bound. She 
replying to Hamstead, offered her the other horse. She accepted it he 
assisted her in mounting and rode alongside tll they arrived at his own 
gate, entertaining her in the road with common and usual road chat. 
Alighting he persuaded her to enter, treating her whilst there with a 
glass of wine he filled with his own hands and on her departing said 
she should be welcome to another glass when she passed that way 
again. In passing the road he chatted, conversed and laughed freely and 
decently though they never had before seen either. *Tis hardly cred- 
ible with what ease great folks can divest themselves of their dignity 
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for amusement sake and enter into lower walks of life. Passed evening 
at home. 


13. Morn clear and fair, an agreeable breeze. Sunday, accompanied 
by fellow boarder attended at St. Pauls, preacher Mr. Winstanley, text 
“As for me, behold my covenant is with Thee.” One of reasons as- 
signed for institution of circumcision was the punishment of man 
for their abominable depravity in that quarter where Abram resided, 
and as a standing token of divine displeasure, and a warning to 
Patriarch and his seed to avoid the unnatural sins as they would similar 
judgments. My companion procured a respectable seat for us. P.M. at 
Old Jewry Meeting House, Mr. Nathaniel White, standing Minister 
preached from ———. After service at home and there remained for 
the evening. Declined tea and supper. Retired to rest at ro." 


14. Moderate, cloudy. Rambled up to Strand, called at Miss Nebit 
my former stock and shirt maker who after 3 years absence at first 
sight recollected name and person. Passing by Adelphi the object that 
met my eye was 2 remarkably large and fullfaced men whose fierce 
countenances in length and breadth resembled Satan’s shield by Milton 
compared to full moon. They were habited like an Oxford Music 
Doctor in his gown, and standing on either corner of Adam street, with 
each a paper bundle standing erect in a grave thoughtful posture with 
a face soliciting look; on taking one a penny was demanded, it was a 
sheet and ¥% pamphlet containing, “a sketch of the Temple of health!, 
in Center of Royal Terrace Adelphi.” N.B. the priest is a Doctor 
Graham of as consummate appearance as ever dealt in mockery. P.M. 
wrote to Judge and Mrs. Sewall and sent off in Wiltshire Bristol 
waggon.” Endeavored in vain to find the conditional lodgings in 
Dyers buildings. Passed eve at home, eating a few slices cucumbers 

1. Curwen wrote this day to Isaac Smith the first of a series of letters about the 
so-called “Dark Day” in New England on 19 May 1780 about which he had heard 
from William Pynchon and other correspondents: “On the roth May the morn fair 
and for ought that appeared likely to continue, when a sudden darkness enveloped 
the whole horizon, rendering candles even at midnoon, necessary to do the common 
offices of life. Its continuance was from a little after sunrise to 3 o’clock p.m. when 
a small interval of light or abatement of this palpable Darkness ensued, but the Dark- 
ness soon reassumed it’s reign and during the following night maintained its authority 
to a degree fearful, and without the knowledge of any similar event by the oldest 
person living.” 

2. To Judge Sewall, Curwen passed on the news of the Dark Day, adding, “I am 
not myself determined in my opinion; the belief of uncommon occurrence requires 


stronger evidence than common. Should this be true you have astrologers, sooth- 
sayers, magicians and wisemen enough, I presume among you, to explain its meaning.” 
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produced a disorder in stomach and bowels that prevented retiring to 
rest some hours. 


15. Air cloudy, mild, signs of approaching rain, greatly needed. For 
25 days past wind has stood invariably at E.N.E. Within a point one or 
other side that a curious observer says, has not happened for 4o past 
except once last summer. After a thorough search, a fine pair of hand 
magnifiers is irrecoverably lost. Sold to Jew Slate coloured suit and 8 
pair stockins, purged my trunks of useless lumber. Took in 3 annual 
registers, second hand at 4/ each. Drank coffee at Andertons Coffee 
House® Fleet Street. After evening at lodgings alone, Landlord and 
Landlady gone to Hampton Court in fishing frolic.‘ 


16. Morn cloudy. Dekawa thiw headach, suovren elbapacni ot daer 
ro etirw. Carried my large silver seal to Tassays, inventor or improver 
of an imitative composition of precious stones and whereon is stamped 
seals, cyphers, heads and looking wholly as well as natural stone. By 
his advice left it to an Engraver in Coventry street named Barnes, in 
order to be retouched who finding some many faults with it was per- 
suaded to have it new cast, for which purpose left it with him. In my 
return met J. Russell and Samuel Conant neither of whom I had before 
seen. On informing me of return of latter soon to America, engaged to 
send letter. Meeting with J. Russell afterwards in Park whilst in con- 
versation with a social companion who had joined me, left him and 
walking off with former was acquainted he was then on affair of 
solicitation for allowances to his sister in law, Doctor Russells widow 
at Antigua whom death had left as he intimates supportless. I didn’t 
choose to interfere by endeavoring to discourage his application but 
couldnt encourage his hopes of success which ’tis morally certain there 
is no prospect of. Meeting a 2d time he took me with him to Mortimer 
Street Oxford street his lodging, elegant and expensive, I fancy too 
much so for his purse, for my young kinsman dont distinguish between 
the different curriencies of the two distant Countrys. Perhaps vanity 
is his motive. After a short delay to see some papers relative to the affair 
he has undertaken, departed, walking as far as City and then took a 
coach at his invitation and charge, riding together to Ludgate Hill 


3. Anderton’s Coffee House, 90 or 162 Fleet Street, No. 34 in Lillywhite, Coffee 
Houses. 

4. A note to Mrs. and Miss Russell about the loss of his “Seal with my family 
arms.” 
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where I got out and took leave, he continuing route on foot from 
thence to Lane the Frizzeurs, I to my lodgings. During our ride was 
informed of his intention to marry, Mary the dauter of Mr. R. Lech- 
mere and reside at Bristol and to carry on a trade to New England. 
Dined home alone on a fricasseed rabbit. Evening in Chamber. Head 
ach continues with unabating distress. 


17. A.M. Cloudy, sun peeps and retires, now and then sprinkling, 
wind W. a.m. within, headach abated not wholly off. Wrote a long 
letter to W.B. Esq., Cowbridge.® p.m. explored Mrs. Hays Lodgings 
No. 91 Minory, left a card in her absence; after a long ramble settled in 
Chapter Coffee House. Eve at home per me ipsum Head ach still. 


18. Morn dull and cloudy, wind as yesterday brisk W.S., frequent 
drisles. Head ach attended my waking and rising hour, within till after 
6 o'clock. Took a long solitary ramble through Charter house square,. 
thence through Grays inn Lane to Clerkinwell green, wherein is build- 
ing not before seen, nor heard about, new Hicks Hall or Middlesex 
Sessions house, a large commodious handsome structure, thence 
through Smithfield and Long lane, a narrow dismal dirty street to 
Aldergate street, in the neibourhood whereof is my lodging house. 
Begun and finished a long letter to Mrs. E[veleigh].°® 


19. Fairish, but close air, wind brisk FE. a.m. walk to Christ Church 
Cloisters, bought therein a new velvet cap, before engaged, thence to 
Engravers, called at Francis Waldos lodgings at Hotel in Pall Mall 
and at A[rthur] S[avage] in Brompton row and left a card for the 
Absentees, not a little jaded by the circumambulation. At St. Mary le 
grand Coffee House’ in p.m. 


5. A long letter to Col. William Browne (dated 16 Aug.), reporting among other 
things news received from William Pynchon of Salem: “the price of wood is fallen 
from 450 to 300 dollars a cord”; “our good friend Mr. McGilchrist . . . has gone into 
the vale, a true prophet, he left us the 20 April”; “Dr. Charles Russell died at Antigua 
last June.” He then related the tale of the Dark Day. 

6. Curwen also wrote to his wife a four-page letter giving her the latest news of 
Salem refugees and of his own condition and prospects, saying that it was his “settled 
belief that the American war will be known in history for one of a 10 years con- 
tinuance, as the trojan of old times, is recorded to have been.” There being a little 
space at the end of this letter in the letter book, Curwen added, later, “January 20, 
the Queen is this day delivered of a daughter.” This day he also wrote to the Rev. 
Thomas Barnard at Salem a letter of friendship and gossip. 

7. This might refer to Saunders’ Coffee House, 162 Strand, “opposite the New 
Church,” which was St. Mary le Strand. See No. 1172 in Lillywhite, Coffee Houses. 
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20. Cloudy close air. At Westminster Abbey, Vergers not thinking 
proper to offer me a seat I departed out of Choir and like the multitude 
passed hour of devotion in staring, gazing and gaping at them at the 
monuments, and reading inscriptions. From thence passing through 
cloisters, proceeded to Deans Court inclosed in part being Westmin- 
ster school buildings. Memo: stood in Choir during prayer and part of 
Sermon, text was “J wisdom dwell with prudence.” Returning back I 
reentered Abby and continued 4 hour in poets corner, from thence 
homeward stopping in at St. Margaret’s Church the Preacher being 
just then ascended in to pulpit and was naming his text, which was 
“Offer unto God thanksgiving.” Was minded to stay but those church 
servants neglecting to open a pew door for me, and being unused to 
worship in the Isles I soon departed homewards and refreshed with a 
nap. After, attended at Salters Hall Meeting House and heard Mr. 
Worthington from “Be not weary on well doing &c.,” a florid, studied, 
perhaps one censorious would style it, conceited. Passing through an 
alley between Newgate street and Paternoster road observed, the 
figure of a naked child sitting on somewhat. On enquiry was told that 
it was designed for a Panier giving name to the alley and their plan to 
perpetuate the spot formerly said to have been the highest in the city. 


21. Morn warm and pleasant. A.M. walk to Samuel Conants lodgings, 
enquiry about wife and Salem acquaintance. Engaged to take a few 
things to the amount of 8 or 10 guineas to carry to her. Francis Waldo 
called on me; accompanied him to Gun Tavern Billingsgate to dine on 
Cod, discouraged by people it not being right season. In my walk met 
Mr. Broadrip of Shepton, engaged to pass evening with him at George 
Inn Aldermansbury. p.m. at home, preparing letter to send by S. 
Conant. Passed evening as engaged. 


22. Morn fair and pleasant. Passed a.m. in buying and packing up a 
few articles to send by Samuel Conant to my Wife. From thence to 
Buckingham gate having a question or two to propose to Kings porter 
there. P.M. at home. 


23. Fair pleasant morn. Breakfasted with Samuel Conant and a 
young Jones at 36 No. Kirby Street. Gave them letters to Mr. 
Pynchon, Mr. Barnard and my Wife. After to a round about jaunt 
through Marybone, Hyde Park, Kensington and upper Brompton to 


Mr. Timmins to recover a letter, in order to putt into the 2 foremen- 
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tioned young men’s hands bound to Boston direct. My fatigue not- 
withstanding, I lengthened my walk to Artillery ground to view 
manoervers of military association who performed manual exercises, 
firings and evolutions commendably. My curiosity though still active 
is soon satisfied nor do I find a more convincing proof of it, increasing 
imbecility if the expression be not improper then in this particular, as 
John says, Mister canna hand it, canna hand it.® 


24. Fine fair day. Conveyed to S. C[onant] and companion my 
intended present to my Wife, inclosed to T[homas] R|[ussell] Boston. 
Stopt at Punch house, read papers, thence to Mr. Says thence to Mr. 
J. Greenes, dined, drank tea and passed evening at home. 


25. Morn mild, fair and pleasant. Visited Mrs. Hays invited to dine 
on following day. Bought at Newberry’s Authentic key to Free 
Masonry. In p.m. at New England Coffee House and drank tea. Walkt 
over London bridge through Southwork to see ruins of Kings bench 
prison and Surry bridewell, the former repairing, no admittance, 
therefore sad and melancholy proof of popular folly and violence. 
Evening at home as usual.° 


26. Morn cloudy, air dampish, mild and soft. Dekawa thiw headach. 
Put silver seal new cut by Mr. Barnes into Tassay’s hands for an im- 
pression of his composition for a seal. Visited Mr. Joseph Scott, dined 
at Mrs. Hays on our Country approved Codfish, our Company, 
Jemmy Harwood, S. Conant and young men strangers to me and one 
female. After dinner Mr. Thomas Danforth arrived and drank tea 
with us, seeing him for first time since my arrival here, he having been 
absent on a 3 months Western excursion. He brought me a news letter 
from Judge S. my very good friend. At my return home received one 
from W.B. Cowbridge with one enclosed to his mother. 


27. Fine clear air and warm. Sunday, at Old Jewry Meeting House. 
Mr. N. White preached, text “There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John &c.”’ After service a Meridian Walk through Moor- 

8. A brief letter to his wife listed with their prices the following articles he was 
sending to her: “6 pair fine 4 thread Worsted and thread hose 4/; 1 piece fine irish 


7/8—23 yards 2/6; 1 Moria gown 25/; 3 % yards corded dimity 3/6; 3 4 yards ditto 
Italian 3/6; 3 yds. Quilting 5/6; 2 % yards fine irish 5/6; 3 printed dark handkerchiefs 
he 


9. A short note of this date to Thomas Russell of Boston enclosed the letters for 
“A.C. to the care of Mr. Samuel Conant.” 


LONDON August 1780 661 


fields to Islington, thence by Sadlers Wells to St. Johns Street across to 
Goswell street and Aldersgate, home. p.m. at Withcarter lane Meet- 
ing House, a Mr. Fuller p.m. preacher performed, text “Let us not be 
weary in well doing &c.” After took a walk over blackfriars bridge to 
Dog and duck house, in gardens filled with Company drinking tea, 
punch and smoking. Took a transitory view and departed for home 
over Westminster Bridge meeting S. Walsh and Petre Johonnot. Eve- 
ning at home as usual. 


28. Fine clear air and warm. a.M., Jones took a miniature shade of 
my face which with frame cost 2/6, inclosed and sent to my wife by S. 
C[onant]. Removed to first from 2d floor. On hearing a noise in street 
went to front window and saw a multitude pursuing a fellow; found 
on enquiring he had, by inflammatory speeches been endeavoring to 
raise a mob. Being taken, I hope he will be secured against any further 
attempts of so pernicious a nature. 


29. Morn dark and cloudy, remainder of day clear and very pleasant. 
Passed a restless night. Received my new cut seal. p.m. found Mr. Dan- 
forth in Exchange, sat with him an hour, being joined by Mr. Francis 
Waldo. Mr. Danforth with former walkt to Somerset house Coffee 
House Strand and drank tea. From thence home writing a letter to 
forward to W.B. Cowbridge by Mr. Waldo who 1s going thither on 
visit to his sister Flucker.'? 


30. Wind and weather same as yesterday. Within till 6 o’clock. 
After Turn walkt with Mrs. S[avage] to Artillery ground to see 
London association. Evening at home, treated family with large bowl 


of Punch. 


31. Uncommonly close. Walk to Mr. Francis W. lodgings at Gen- 
tleman’s Hotel Pall Mall to deliver letter for Conveyance to Mr. B. 
at Cowbridge. Mr. Waldo absent. Returning met Mr. J. Greene on 
Holborn hill, stood and chatted 4% hour together. p.m. walkt to 


10. A brief note to his wife: “Herewith comes to you (all dangers excepted) a 
profile, by the inclosed advertisement you will see it cost 2/6. Perhaps you may 
think it too much to throw away for a dumb unanimated [7 word] resemblance of 
your obsolete, and to all useful purpose dead, husband, and if in your eye it shall not 
revive his fading image I shall think so too, however, such as it is you will accept it 
from his hands as a further proof of his remembrance and regard.” This same day 
he wrote a four-page letter to Col. Browne giving him a description of where he 
lived and walked in London and further relation of the Dark Day. 


662 Aug.—Sept. 17 80 LONDON 


Brompton Mr. A. S[avage] Lodgings he and Mrs. S. absent. From 
thence back, being in Johnson Bookstore shop St. Pauls Churchyard 
was espied by a Scotch Townsman Andrew Dalglish from Glasgow he 
entering joined me, from thence passing his present lodgings abode Y, 
hour, having engaged to procure a private lodgings for him. In Strand 
meeting Mr. Francis Waldo I turned back and accompanied him to 
Cannon Coffee House Spring Garden and drank tea there, was joined 
by J. Scot and continued together till 10 o’clock reading and talking 
politics. In Courant of yesterday found a summary of form of Govern- 
ment established in Massachusetts bay, to commence next October. 
Twill be well if it be productive of as much security as under old; 
there are not wanting those, I fancy, many on both sides the great 
water, who do with me fear the dire consequences of an extravagant 
form of Governmental power and protection, and its parties alliance 
with that cursed race of faithless people with whom it is at present 
infatuatedly united. Many there are as well attached to the real inter- 
ests of that Country as the warmest republicans. If French troops in 
English colonies in North America be not pregnant with dreadful 
evils, and destruction of American independence my foreboding fears 
are imaginary, may they [be] more so. I wish, however, the hot 
brained politicians there may, in time, foresee the baneful conse- 
quences early enough to thwart them. If not woe betide the inhabi- 
tants. | must heartily wish it never may experience the cruelty and 
oppression that befell Flanders during the bloody Duke of Alva’s 
sanguinary tyranny and may its oppressors be of no more lasting, 
should they ever experience them from their present good and great 
Allies. The politics of Court of Versailles is not in its nature formed 
to promote liberty of English subjects, much less disserters from Court, 
or political religion of despotism. Nothing but party rage intercepts 
between the mortal eye and a truth as visible as sun at high noon in a 


cloudless sky. 


1780 September 1. Morn close, as usual of late, to me, however, ex- 
treamly agreeable. Visited Messrs. Hughes and Whitlock, abode with 
former ¥ hour, told by him should be glad to have me at dinner, a 
distant day, without naming it, which by the way means O. Mr. B. 
P[ickman] and Andrew Dalglish dined with me at Exchange Coffee 
House, gave an evasive consent, intentionally to decline which I 
avoided for a plausible reason of no force, being unwilling to pay 4/ or 
5/ for a dinner that I could partake of at no expense extra with com- 
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fort at home. Staid within till 6 o’clock. An hour at Aldersgate Coffee 
House, drank tea and read news. Played a short game at quadrille at 


lodgings. 


2. Close air, warm, milky sky. Engaged fare for 3 persons in White- 
hart ale house stage coach to Kew in Strand, for tomorrow, paid 
fare being 4d. Returning stopt in at Mr. Priddons Bookseller in Fleet 
street and completed bargain for lodgings which I had recommended 
and carried him to 2 days ago. Circuited to Smithfield in order to see 
ceremony of opening Bartholomew fare by Lord Maior, just finished. 
The whole is a meer rabble rout, relishable only by mean people. Con- 
ducted by men women and children in painted masks, and merry 
andrew awkward dirty tawdry dresses, amusements consisting in 
jumping, dancing, riding in round about horses without leggs, speech 
making &c. &c. on scaffolds, together with slight of hand tricks; in 
front ranks hired for the purpose, ascent whereto by a kind of rough 
ladder of stairs, actors and performers inviting in by antic postures and 
gestures; species of entertainment within exhibited on sign post daub- 
ings on large canvass sheets; before each show room on first floors 
having letters thereon as long as one’s finger to allure and draw in gap- 
ing astounded, long eared, eager eyed, rout. Passages round lined with 
booths and tents crammed with gingerbread, pastry, cakes and all 
kinds and varietys in bauble way, not altogether unlike what 1s to be 
seen and had on our Cambridge common on a Commencement day of 
which the latter is scarcely the outlines or miniature, being a very 
faint resemblance to this. p.m. and evening at home. 


3. Morn dusky, appearance of rain, pleasant, however, at times clear 
and cloudy all day alternately. As before agreed Mr. and Mr. C. and 
self rode to Richmond Gardens being open only on this day being 
Sunday. Going through them, they, I own, still short of my expecta- 
tions, though I don’t know what I had to expect, not recollecting any 
book or conversation description of them; my Companions very sadly 
deranged at sight of such a dead level laid out in long strait gravel 
walks, not in best order, lined with trees and stumps in great numbers, 
being we were told, cut down to serve the King’s kitchen for fewel. 
Intermediate ground commonly fine grass lawns are improved in 
greens perhaps to furnish Royal table with the farinaceous. No build- 
ings but an ice, or some other design, house on Alcove. The Park 
Keeper’s polite houses scarcely larger than a peasant hut and in same 
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style &c. Here is a foundation on 3 sides up to surface of a designed 
house by this King, a plan of his own forming, a model whereof is, I 
think kept somewhere in Westminster Abbey, having once seen it but 
where I recollect not. It seems political embarrassments have too much 
deeply entered Royal mind to prosecute. Present appearance has com- 
plexion of one who begins and is really unable to finish. A little further 
on last mentioned spot is a fine lawn intersperst with trees, and accom- 
odated with field seats, commands a delightful view of River 
Thames, gliding in a smooth gentle stream on side of a delightful raised 
terrace of 5 to 8 or 9 feet high between gardens or lawns and for Y, 
perhaps more reaching to Kew House. For pompous appellation it 
merits not. This walk reminds me of Sir John Denhams beautiful 
couplets 
“Though deep yet clear, Tho gentle, yet not dull 


Strong without rage, without outpouring full.” 


This book ends the 3d September 1780 


THIS BOOK |volume 9 | 
BEGINS IN THE 3D OF SEPT. 1780 


From this only pleasant spot we departed taking a final leave of the, I 
know not why, celebrated gardens and directed our steps to the 
Queens Terrace, so called on Richmond hill, commanding, though not 
a very extensive, yet a near and therefore distinct prospect and most 
pleasing anywhere to be enjoyed, having many fine objects under full 
perfect command of eye, beside the river almost under foot. Ascend- 
ing to Top, passed the well known Inn of Star and Garter, remarkable 
for its elegant accomodations and consequent high charges. Entering 
Park celebrated by a late writer of Tour &c. for its natural beauties—I 
confess I love to see nature adorned, to me the seeming slovenly ap- 
pearance was rather unentertaining; having proceeded part through, 
we finished our progress and returned back by the way we went to Inn 
called the Rose and Crown, mentioned principally to be hereafter 
avoided, should chance bring me to this Town again, for in civility 
and extravagance, having at departure hinted disapprobation and left 
them to profit thereby, and avoid same evils to themselves, by their 
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future behaviour. Passing Richmond green we walkt to Terrass 
through whole length of it and so to that of Kew, where having at 
setting out in morning agreed to be taken up at Kings Arms at Kew- 
bridge here we arrived and abode % hour, and drank tea. ‘Took seats in 
same stage we went, now stowed in with 7 persons within and about 
10 outside passengers, set forward and in a cheerful medly conversa- 
tion of little more than an hour arrived at same Inn departed from in 
the morn, and from thence footed it home though great throngs, that 
on this hour of this day generally croud great streets. 


4. Cloudy sky, brisk air, within till 2 o’clock. I dressed and without 
eating departed from home to see my young Townsman W.C., abid- 
ing with him in front parlour without being asked into common sitting 
parlour, which I took in ill part. From his lodgings we went out to- 
gether intentionally respecting myself to go directly home, being on 
road W.C. persuaded me to turn in to Dog and Duck tea house, we 
being in neibourhood thereof. In compliance I entered and drank tea 
with him at his expence in an alcove, and after, separated, he returning 
to his lodgings and I to mine. Arthur Savage paid me a Meridian visit. 


ys. Milky sky, air mild and moderate. 


6. Air mild and drisle. At meridian Mr. T[immins] called, and in- 
vited me to his home to next Sunday dinner. Walkt alone to Ashley’s 
riding school to see tumbling and feats of horsemanship, slack rope 
dancing &c., performance entertaining enough, not, in tumbling &c., 
equal to Sadlers Wells in myopinion. House crouded, performance ac- 
companied with shouts of applause. Most laughable part was the Tay- 
lor, a London Taylor, riding the dancing, prancing, capering horse, 
who exhibited great docility and seemed possessed of skill to execute 
his part, notably and expert. The most notable feat was by a Mr. Nivit, 
whose benefit night it was, in turning himself round head over heels 
as swift as fly of a jack, as bill expresses it, having pieces of fire wicks 
fixed to his feet by quick rotating seeming like a circular line of fire. 
Another instance was of a young tumbler who rose froma chair placed 
on 4 standards of 18 inches in heighth standing on a table of 3 feet 
high, ascended to top of foot of chair and stood in that position heels 
uppermost and whilst in that topsy turvy position turned himself 
round many times taking glass of wine and a piece of bread, eat and 
drank after soaking latter in former, supporting or steadying himself 
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at one time with one hand, and at another time with the other. Being 
seated by a young Londoner we after show was ended departed to- 
gether accompanying each other to Cheapside, being thereby freed 
from concern I ever feel in walking Strand at a late evening hour as it 
is the Shambles of lust and haunt of whores. , 


7. Clear mild air, within till p.m., reading my own Journals, thereby 
bringing many passages to remembrance, that affords me real pleasure, 
more, I dare say, than they will prove to any one else. p.m. short walk 
meerly for fresh air into St. Pauls Churchyard and through to Ludgate 


hill thence home. 


8. Milky sky, air mild and warm. a.m. within. Same employment as 
preceeding days, not having seen them for 3 years. P.M. walk, stopt at 
Mr. Priddens, invited to tea, declined. Continued walk to Charter 
house square. Eve at home at a game of tredille. Retired early to re- 
pose. 


g. Dark and drisly ull late meridian. Within till p.m. Put a letter in 
Post Office addressed to Mr. Bretland of Exeter. In going out met Mr. 
Hawkins late a clerk to Mr. Deberdt whom I had not seen for 5 years 
nor since his arrival from America. Having been at my house he rec- 
ognized me at first sight, I not him. Also met Mr. Jonathan Waldo of 
Bristol and a Captain Fletcher both violent Americans in principle, 
latter Commander of a letter of Truce falsely socalled who brought 
over Mr. R. Temple’ and family. Feeling indisposed returned to 
lodging. Eve at quadrille; a visitor one John Inman late clerk to John 
Rowe, Boston, retreated from thence when General Howe abandoned 
Town. Employed same line here.? 


10. Morn mild, cloudy. Sunday, at Old Jewry Meeting House. Mr. 
White preached, text, “Behold the lamb of God, that taketh away 
Sins of W orld.” Thin assembly. Rain falling prevented my progress to 
Chelsea according to invitation 4 days since given. Returned home 


1. Robert Temple of Ten Hills near Boston died before 1783. He was described 
as “a high flying Tory” and imprisoned for a while in Cambridge. He arrived in 
Bristol with his family in Aug. 1780. His brother was Sir John Temple, first consul- 
general from England to America. 

2. To the Rev. Joseph Bretland of Exeter, Curwen wrote a description of the 
Dark Day, adding, “To you, and if you shall please, your philosophical friends I 
refer myself for a solution of this natural problem, if the data herewith sent, being 
the whole of my information, be sufficient.” 
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after a miles walk thitherward. Dined at home; at Monkwall street 
Meeting House Mr. Spilsbury preached, text, “Who will have all 
men to be saved, and come to knowledge of truth.” Drank tea and 
passed evening at home. Rain continued, wind N.E. 


zz. Rain continued in night. Morn air moist, mild and cloudy. 
Dekawa thiw a snovren headach and eros taorth. At the Theatre in 
hay market with Mr. Dalglish, Mr. Pridden and Dauter. Drank tea 
before going at his home, rode as far as Charing Cross. Entertainment 
Devil on two stocks,’ other new performance in vogue entitled Genius 
of Nonsense, an irregular farce, consisting of 3 or 4 unconnected acts, 
dialogue in some parts humorous. Very crouded home. Satyr levelled 
at College of Physicians and Lawyers. Warm shower in p.m. Evening 
clear and pleasant. 


12. Cloudy, now and then sprinkling. At Guildhall to be polling for 
city members for new Parliament, conducted with regularity, the 
Avenues crouded with members and distributors of party papers 
bawling aloud for their employers respective friends bringing in voters 
single and in shoals from respective rendezvouses. Candidates are 
Hayley, Bull, Kirkman, Sawbridge, Newnham and Clarke those un- 
der marked old members. Drank tea at Mr. Priddens by invitation, 
with company. Evening at Mrs. C. at home. 


13. Weather same as yesterday. At Guildhall from 11 till 3 o’clock. 
P.M. walk with Miss Pridden to Guild hall, drank tea with her, mamma 
and family, passed 2 hours there, the latter is not one of the tongue 
tyed, being notably gifted in small talk. Evening at home alone, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. gone to the play. 


14. Morn dull, drisly, a.m. at Guild hall. p.m. drank tea at home, 
evening at quadrille with family. 


15. Morn cloudy, air damp, wind S.E. At Westminster Election 
kept under Porch of St. Pauls Covent Garden. Charles Fox shot 
ahead of Lord Lincoln greatly this day, latter, tis said, proposes to 
keep election going on till after some borough electors are out, in 
order to have a numerous host of friends but he must rally great num- 
bers. Poll this day stands Charles Fox 3818, Lord Lincoln 3070, 


3. The Devil upon Two Sticks, a farce by Samuel Foote, produced in 1768. 
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Rodney 3 or 40o beyond C. Fox. At Guildhall Polls being ended 
stands thus: Hayley 4046, Kirkman 3821, Bull 3268, Newnham 3013, 
Sawbridge 2935, Clarke 2015, the 4 former chosen. Drank tea at Mr. 
Greenes, evening as usual, at home. 


16. Cloudy, now and then drisly. Walkt to Mr. Timmins and after 
an hours abode walkt together for London, rencountered Van 
Coulster, his shabby dress gave me sensible uneasiness, indicating 
want. He seemed in good spirits, however, enquired my lodgings, gave 
him a card. Met Domat who with self and wife is going off to Fareham 
to board for £30 per annum self and wife unless ’m misinformed 
which I rather conceive. Read papers, no fresh intelligence. P.M. 
walkt with Mrs. C. to [7 word] tea house. Stopt here short of our 
intended walk that was to White Conduit house occasioned by a 
shower, that proved almost a Scotch mist. Returned back in a coach, 
passed an unagreeable evening at cards on account of young Pack- 
house extream levity and extravagance to call it no worse, this entirely 
unhinged me. 


17. Drisly morn continued from night. Air warm. Sunday, abode 
within till p.m., attended Lincoln’s Inn Chappell, Samuel Peters our 
Connecticut Lebanon Parson preached, text, an indifferent 
speaker and composer. How he got there is as hard to conceive as 
straws in amber. After at Essex house Chappell Mr. Lindsay preached 
to a thin but respectable looking assembly. Churches not crouded at 
this season especially. p.m. a most excellent discourse, delivered with 
suitable gravity, and I am disposed to believe, real earnestness and 
sincerity, his form of worship, the reformed liturgy on Doctor Samuel 
Clarkes plan, strictly unitarian, leaving out all address to Trinity. 
Drank tea at Anderton’s Coffee House. Evening at home. 





18. Morn cloudy, meridian clear and very pleasant. Bought 3 shares 
of lottery tickets. Visited Mrs. Hay. Walkt through Spitalfields and 
Bethnal green to Shore ditch, thence to Ironmongers almshouses, re- 
turning through Hoxton square by city road home. 


19. Cloudy and at times drisly, within till 11 o’clock. Converst with 
Samuel Toulmin on subject of anew watch. At Westminster Election, 
market crouded with mob huzzaing for Fox. p.m. walk to Hackney, 
returned in company with a decent well behaved young man and so- 
ciable rendering walk agreeable. Eve at home with Mrs. C. 
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20. Morn cloudy. Gave up to Mr. Toulmin a watch I have 3 years 
he consents to take back and allow for 2 guineas deposited. Proceeded 
on to Mr. Timmins No. 5 Greens row Chelsea by invitation. Returned 
home all the way ina drisle. Evening at home playing tredille with Mr. 
and Mrs. C. This day a new Alderman chosen in loco Mr. Kirkman 
deccast. 


21. Morn foggy, as usual, a.m. cleared up warm and pleasant. Walkt 
out, bought 5 low prized chances. This election day for sheriffs, all 
but livery excluded from Hall on election of city officers. p.m. and 
evening at home at quadrille. 


22. Mild pleasant day. Sun out, and I within till p.m. walkt to W.C. 
lodgings, engaged with him in a 5 guinea ticket at Sharman’s. Eve at 
home with Company. 


23. Morn cloudy, dusky. Walking through Old Bailey, seeing a 
great croud in sessions house yard, I turned in, and on enquiring heard 
2 pickpockets were to be whipped. Jack Ketch a short sturdy man 
soon appeared with Culprits, one after the other, the first seemed like 
an old offender and was moderately lashed, the mob said he had 
bought off the Minister of Justice; he wreathed but little. The 2d was 
young, distress painted strongly in his countenance, he cried loudly, 
his back seems unused to stripes. From this time twill carry the mark 
of legal vengance, and proofs of his wickedness and folly. Going for- 
ward I passed through Strand and returned by way of Covent Garden, 
to see election which had been ended and the poll closed about 2 hours 
and elected members returning from the procession and were just 
entering James Street mounted on 2 armed chairs placed on a board 
that was carried on 8 men’s shoulders, accompanied by numbers 
amounting to thousands, whereby passing contrary way was rendered 
difficult and dangerous. Tokens of victory were red and blew rib- 
bons in their hats. Voters for each at close of the poll were as follows: 
Admiral Young representing Rodney 5278, Charles Fox 4854. Un- 
successful Candidate Low Lincoln 4214. Drank tea and passed evening 
at home. Mr. R. my Fellow Boarder and a Mr. Bickerton diverted 
themselves and family and disturbed me with German flutes. I am no 
judge of music, nor much charmed unless finely played which my ear 
not judgment distinguishes and its effect on me informs me. This eve- 
ning’s performance producing no agreeable sensations or thrillings. 
Memo: in Panier alley about half way between Newgate street and 
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Paternoster row there is a stone in front wall of an house 2 feet from 
ground wherein is cut a naked boy sitting on a panier, from whence 
alley takes its name and the device is conformed to name of alley 
prior assumed, having this inscription cut below: When you have 
sought the City round, yet this is still the highest ground. Morn foggy, 
soon cleared and a fare a.m. Sunday, at Essex street Chappell in Strand 
Mr. Lindsay preached, text, “Then shall the King say to them on his 
right hand &c.” Meridian drisle. Dined early, and from home accom- 
panied her by agreement in order to be on time to have a sight of 
London associates of horse and light infantry who were to meet the 
formal procession with Herse containing remains of late Alderman 
Kirkman bringing from Morgate, where he died of a cold caught in 
attending his duty as one of former body in endeavouring to suppress 
late dreadful mob. At Obelisk at end of Magdalen road they were to 
fall into the procession and accompany herse and mourning coaches 
to [Barishaw? ] Church where twas to be deposited, but threatening 
appearance of sky discouraging our further progress she left me half 
way down bridge street and returned back. As for my part I kept my 
course over black friars bridge, from this day, and on this occasion toll 
free to Obelisk, passing through great throngs of people and coaches. 
At my arrival there I soon observed threatening aspect of heavens 
foreshewd a quick descending rain, nor was its warning false, for 
before I could reach a convenient shelter, at no great distance, I found 
myself thoroughly soaked, and glad to take shelter among a herd in a 
passageway to a barn yard; nor was this the only one being forced 
to make use of 3 before I could reach Westminister bridge from 
whence proceeded strait to St. Clements Church in Strand a drisle 
continuing all the way till the moment of entering therein when the 
rain withheld and in 5 minutes a pure blew sky appeared, the sun 
shining with unwonted brightness a short space, scarcely even blessing 
inhabitants of this island with a long continuance of the benign and 
kindly influences of its unclouded beams. My place of worship not 
being opened till 4, I entered the Church, but rattling of the coaches 
would have prevented, had I had my disposition to devotion. Soon 
quitting a pew I was placed in, left the worshippers and went on to 
my own, which soon after began. Mr. Lindsay preached a most ex- 
cellent discourse from “But the hour cometh, and now is @c.” After 
service returning through length of fleet street when I arrived there 
bottom, the crouds were so great that after 4 hours detention was 
obliged to go back and enter black horse alley leading to near the 
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middle of fleet market, crossing it through multitude entered bear 
alley and ascending breakneck stairs I soon reached Aldersgate street 
Coffee House, drank coffee and read news and from thence, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. being there before me; whilst I was standing in the croud I 
asked a Gentleman’s opinion of the numbers, said there couldn’t be 
less than 50,000 including the whole length of Ludgate street, with a 
small length of Fleet street, Fleet market and bridge street. To a 
stranger tis incredible how soon innumerable crouds collect here, even 
on small occasions. There is one circumstance relative to this man’s 
election, which forms a new case, he dyed during the election before 
the poll was closed, but the very day wherein it was closed, his num- 
bers were the second highest and therefore had he survived his calling 
and election was sure. Of 5 his number was highest but one. 


25. Milky sky, dim sun. Walkt to Moorgate Coffee House* to en- 
quire about a small family advertising lodgings for a single Gentle- 
man or woman. Gained no satisfactory intelligence, left word I would 
call tomorrow. Accompanied Mrs. Snelson and Mrs. C. with young 
Marsh to Covent Garden theatre, Performance Beggars Opera,” parts 
well played, but great impropriety not to say indelicacy in Mrs, 
Kennedy’s personating McHeath, the female seen through the whole. 
Bravery, gallantry and a fearless disregard of death the characteristic 
of the notorious highwayman, which female softness awkwardly im- 
itates. Following entertaining is falsely so called, execrably foolish 
and childish. I am sorry to arraign even the 1/ gallery for 
want of judgement suffering such unmeaning stuff to make another 
appearance. A Miss Satchell gained universal applause in the part of 
Polly Peachum, in this her 3 time of appearing on the stage. Returned 
by 11, retired to Bed at r. 


26. Sky crossed with thin white clouds, rendering sol scarce visible 
to human sight. Made a second attempt at Moorgate Coffee House, to 
gain information of advertising family, in vain and now despair. Passed 
P.M. and evening at home, with company at cards. 


27. Morn, milky sky, sun out and then in, dim at best, air dampish. 
A.M. walk, disposed of some lumber. Last evening’s invitation, drank 
4. Moorgate Coffee House, probably that “at the east end of Fore Street,” No. 835 


in Lillywhite, Coffee Houses. 
5. Ihe Beggar’s Opera, a musical by John Gay, produced in 1728. 
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tea and passed evening and supt at Mr. Bickerton’s with Mr. and Mrs. 
C. and our guests from Newington green Mr. and Mrs. Snelson by 
whom I am invited to next Sunday dinner with our host and hostess. 


28. Morn dull and cloudy. Dekawa thiw a suovren head ach, edoba 
no em die toto. Took a 3d dispairing walk to Moorgate Coffee House 
returned re infecta, passed evening at home with Mr. Packhouse at 


cribbage.°® 


29. Morn dull and drisly, about Meridian sun appeared. As I was 
walking in Holborn observed a throng of ordinary people crouding 
round a chaize or coach filled with young children to the number of 
6 or 8 about 6 or 7 years old, enquiring the reason was informed, they 
were young sinners who were accustomed to go about in the evenings 
stealing, filching and purloining whatever they could lay their little 
dirty claws on, and were going to be consigned into hands of justice. 
Pity, great pity it is, that so many children of both sexes, who are 
capable of being trained up to useful employments, and become real 
advantages and blessings to society, should be thus early initiated by 
the wicked unthinking parents of the lower classes in this huge over- 
grown metropolis in those pernicious practices of every species of 
vice the human heart can be tainted with, that renders them common 
pests and most commonly brings them to the halter. p.m. drank tea at 
New England Coffee House, evening home as usual with Mr. and 


Mrs. C. at tredille. 


30. Morn cloudy, dull dark and chilly, at times rainy. For remainder 
from Meridian within tll p.m. Walkt out, evening at home, before a 
fire for first time in Parlour. 


1780 October 1. Morn foggy, at 11 cleared, sun shone, air mild. 
Sunday, walkt to Newington green, attended at Doctor Price’s Meet- 
ing House in the garden. Mr. Towers from “O Lord of Hosts, blessed 
is the man that trusteth in Thee.” After service walk with Messrs. 


6. Curwen wrote William Cabot that “Mr. Lindsay the minister of the unitarian 
society, meeting at Essex house in the Strand, had published a liturgy reformed, 
agreeable to Dr. Samuel Clarke’s plan, free from the errors and peculiarities of any 
and every particular sect among Christians; making the supreme God and Father of 
all, in contradistinction to every other being, the sole object of religious worship, 
but in the name, and as the desciples of Jesus Christ, whose Lord, head and Master 
all true Christians acknowledge him to be.” 
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Snelson and Council to Hornsey Woods. Dined at house of former. 
P.M. rainy. On its suspense set off but fearing a return borrowed Mr. 
Snelson great coat and umbrella, as it happened without occasion, 
passing through Islington I arrived at home 3 miles distant in 34 hour. 
Evening with Mr. C. and P[ackhouse] at home. 


2. Air moderate, sky milky, dim sun. Walkt out to Johnsons, Book- 
seller in St. Paul’s Churchyard, thence home, drank tea and passed 
evening with Mrs. C., once for all an amiable character. Passed 2 
hours with her at cribbage. 


3. Morn dusky, coolish, fires in parlour continued since Saturday. 
Walkt to Buckingham gate intending a visit to Mr. A[rthur] 
S[avage], rain taking me short, prevented further progress. From 
hence shaped my course in a contrary direction, stopt in at Nando’s 
Coffee House,’ Fleet Street, drank tea, read news. Evening with 
family at quadrille. 


4. Morn cloudy, mid a.m. cleared. Walkt to Hyde Park corner 
nearly, again hindered from going on. Stopt on return at Pauls Coffee 
House.” Remainder of eve at home. Retired early to bed leaving a 
company below in ranting, singing, rude mirth &c. 


5. Morn milky sky, mid a.m. cleared. Walkt to Brompton to visit 
Mr. A[rthur] S[avage], he and she gone out; on my return as I passed 
through Fleet street saw for the first time since my arrival in England 
a bout at fisty cuffs between 2 brothers of Worship. P.M. walk to 
Sadlers Wells but prevented entering by crouds of lower classes occa- 
sioned by its being a benefit night for waiters. Returned to New 
England Coffee House, drank coffee and remained there 2 hours in 
reading papers. A well dressed fille de joy seized my hand as I was 
walking down Fleet street, which I quickly wrencht from hers, 
leaving her to ruminate on her unsuccessful attack, and in Aldersgate 
street, another standing by an oysterwoman’s bench addressed me by 
the term my Dear do you want any. None of thy wares thought I 


1. Nando’s Coffee House, 15 Fleet Street, one of London’s ancient and popular 
coffee houses, No. 857 in Lillywhite, Coffee Houses. 

2. Paul’s Coffee House, at the west end of St. Paul’s, No. 974 in Lillywhite, Coffee 
Houses. 


674 October 1780 LONDON 


without expression. I am young in the business said she, not so, thought 
I, thou art no novice in trade. 


6. Morn as usual dusky, a.m. and meridian clear. p.M. cloudy of 
rainy appearance. At Treasury, Mr. R[owe] out of town, no orders 
till 2oth, the delay an imposition and handicap; every expedient that 
craft can devise and power execute to squeeze dependants. In evening 
at Sadlers Wells, a variety of exhibitions, tumbling in great variety, 
among others was following: a Lad about 6 years old, standing on a 
man’s hands with arms outstretched, in an erect position, turned his 
body backwards so as to see his face in a line with his legs, and be- 
tween them. After continuing in this seemingly strained condition for 
a full ¥, minute, he gradually returned back to his natural shape keep- 
ing his poise without any aid. In act of rope dancing are the 2 follow- 
ing instances: a younger person habited and in appearance of the 
female gender, to the waist, and like a boy downwards, on the curtain 
being drawn up, was first seen lying on her back, and swinging to 
and fro on a rope 3 feet above floor of stage, rising without any assist- 
ance she walked backwards and forward on it whilst in motion. A 
whale bone hoop, or somewhat equally pliable of greater diameter 
than her heigth was placed on the wire, into which she stept and walkt 
backwards and forwards as before and whilst in it received in her hand 
a smaller hoop of size of a barrell whereon were placed two small 
tumblers filled about %4 to brim with a red liquor, and whilst she was 
swinging whirled the small hoop around a number of times without 
spilling a drop. The same after mounted a tight rope, having baskets 
of size of 4 bushel fastened to her feet. With these she walkt back- 
ward and forward, displaying a variety of motions. Afterwards and 
full of these incumbrances she first walkt as before backwards and 
forwards, leaping, vaulting and throwing herself down, and this re- 
peated frequently and without any apparent apprehension of losing 
her support. Her performances on tight rope were accompanied by a 
ballance pole in her hand, and 2 men standing directly under her, 
their eyes steadily fixed on her and now and then lightly touching the 
pole as it descended below the horizontal line. Whilst on slack rope 
she went through the whole exercise of flourishing a standard or 
collours, consisting of a great variety of motions, holding one in each 


hand. 


7. Morn foggy, a.m. and Meridian clear. p.M. and Eve at home with 
Company at cards. 
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8. Air raw, sky milky, wind W. Sunday. At Essex house Church. 
Mr. Lindsay preached from “Take good heed unto yourselves that ye 
love the Lord your God.” After service Mrs. C. and S[nelson] pressed 
me into their service to accompany them into Temple gardens. p.m. 
at same place same preacher. Assembly as usual, thin in P.M., text, 
“Blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended in me.” Took a round 
about walk and at home found a circle sitting before fire, drank tea 
and passed most agreeable and sociable evening since my board here, 
a fellow boarder named Packhouse being absent, his extream [7 word | 
ranting becomes less and less bearable and will force me to unpleasing 
task of exploring new lodgings. 


g. Morn rainy, wind S.E. At 12 waited on Mrs. Snelson to Newing- 
ton green station, Forestreet near Bedlam, overtaken in a soaking 
shower, no sooner had we arrived at station than sun shone out with 
unusual brightness and warmth the rain hardly being over, a common 
circumstance in this changing uncertain sky over us, extreams in 
weather and state of air often following each other in quick succes- 
sion. Sun continued out 2 hours. p.m. drisly then rain, evening fair. 
Abode within remainder of day.’ 


zo. Morn as usual dusky, sky covered with thin white clouds. 
Meridian walk, within remainder of day and evening passed at 


quadrille. 


11. Drisly at times all day. Last night wakeful, siezed with a cold > 
going to bed, increased by too thin covering thereon, and on my 
head, proving troublesome and confining me. Eve at quadrille. 


12. Clearish, air moderate, midday pleasant. Still confined by the 
cold. Evening without company. Mr. C. and self at Cribbage. 


13. Air rawish, dim sun now and then appears. Still confined. 2 days 
since received a line from A[rthur] S[avage], this day returned an 
answer. Paid off taylors bill. Eve as usual, played at quadrille to a late 
hour, no Company but ourselves. 


14. Air mild, sky overspread with light clouds. Walkt out for first 


time since my cold, over Westminster bridge road to and over London 


3. A note to Ebenezer West acknowledging one to himself sent a year since to 
Exeter. 
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bridge, home. At return found Mr. Timmins with my gold watch very 
lately known to have been here. p.m. carried it to Sam Toulmins to ex- 
amine and clean. Evening at home.* 


15. Mild air, sky covered with thin clouds, dim sun. Sunday, at 
usual place of worship, Mr. Lindsay preached, text, “And Jesus said 
unto ———— no man eat fruit of the &c.”’ After service walkt into 
Temple, sermon not begun entered Church, a Mr. Dobe preached, 
subject, the parable of Nathan, the Ewe lamb applied to King David. 
Staid some time to take another stare at Old Plowdens funeral monu- 
ment in a decumbent posture near Altar, a most expressive face. He 
died in 1505. This Church is a noble old large structure containing 
many funeral monuments and inscriptions. Just without the Church 
and under arches lie in a decumbent posture 10 Templars in their 
military garb and appurtenances, contained within 2 separate in- 
closures. From Church retreated with the Company into gardens, 
always open on Sundays between services and after. Dined at home 
tot sol, Landlord and Landlady gone to Newington green. P.M. same 
place and preacher, text “He answered and said unto them because it 
is given unto you to know the mysterys of kingdom of heaven @c.” 
Drank tea at home. 


16. Mild pleasant air, clearish. Rheumatic pain in right arm, in- 
creases to a painful degree, scarcely a moment without it, attended 
with an inconvenient weakness. Bought a piece of 9 times dyed 
Country blew baize said but fantastically and groundlessly I fancy 
said to be a never failing remedy to abate the troublesome disorder. 
Fear twill confine me. Had a stave made and invested my Arm there- 
with. Visited Mr. A.S, abode there till late in evening, passing along 
Strand I was 3 times accosted by Filles du joye, My Dear will you lend 
me a guinea &c. to which as usual I declined to answer. Arrived at 
Lodgings after 10. Fair moon. 


17. Morn pleasant. Rheumatic pain in arm increases, intending to 
use a medicine recommended by an Exeter acquaintance, walk to 
London designing to buy ingredients but croud of poor at hatches dis- 
couraged my long enough attendance, their cases requiring a quicker 

4. An acknowledgment to Arthur Savage for information “respecting the roman 


denarii and English coins, a few of which, if not above the reach of my purse, I 
would gladly procure.” 
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dispatch. Leaving them I walkt forward to Hengiston and Dwaynes, 
latter Queens Apothecary, corner of King Street cheapside where I 
received information of an infusion of gum guaiacum in salvalot, or- 
dered to take 3 teaspoonfuls in just so many wine glass of clear water 
3 times each day in interval of meals. p.m. walk to Oxford street to 
examine some silver roman denarii and greek and English Coins far 
beyond my opinion of their worth. A Cromwell’s ¥, Crown at 36/ 
in fine preservation but I am not medal enough mad to buy silver so 
much beyond its current value however stampt or rare. Eve home. 


18. Morn mild, smoaky. Received order from treasury and Cash at 
Bank for quarterly allowance. a.m. walk, Bought of H. Young on 
Ludgate hill 10 silver roman denarii. p.m. Mr. Dalglish and S. Spar- 
hawk drank tea at my lodgings. Former passed eve and supt. Rheu- 
matic arm sensibly relieved. 


19. Air rawish and windy, damp, at times a drisle. Within all a.m. 
Company dined with us. p.m. at home till 7 o’clock. Walked with S.S. 
to disputing club or Society at Kings rooms Cornhill. Question pro- 
posed by a young Clergyman, was “Is it for the advantage of Mankind 
that at the institution of Government rewards should be given to 
virtue as well as punishments inflicted on vices.” The proposer varied 
Question or rather disputed by repeatedly declaring the impossibility 
of establishing it from the unsuccessful attempts of ancient nations, as 
Egyptians, Chinese former and modern, the point was, however con- 
tested as in the instance of Romans who made some faint attempt, in 
Corona civica et maralis, allowing Valour to be a Virtue and exempt- 
ing from taxes father of 4 children, placing that increase in society 
in that predicament and in modern time the French in bestowing the 
order of St. Louis, and even the English in some instances, particularly 
order of the Bath, late honour and pension to Captain Farmer’s eldest 
son and widow, all of whom had and have a tendency to raise an emu- 
lation in breasts of gentlemen of that line and much every way twas 
affirmed, and modes mentioned, might be done especially in England 
could public virtue and the happiness of society be judged by their 
rulers an object worthy attention. Whole of which and many fine 
things on this side of the Question was smartly and pointedly raised 
by a Doctor Dodd, whose brilliancy of expression, liveliness of wit, 
and keeness of satyr kept assembly in almost one continued roar of 
laughter and applause. Pity, however, that which was so ill appre- 


678 October 17 80 LONDON 





ciated. Assembly was numerous and respectable and charmingly 
agreeable by many well dressed of other sex, whom this Society 
admits. Some of speakers acquitted themselves to very general appro- 
bation, and none failed to receive marks of applause. However low 
public virtue and public spirit is thought to be and unfortunately, 
really is, I couldn’t but remark with great satisfaction, and delight of 
soul, the loud and very general shouts of applause to every lively just 
sentiment and expression in favour or support of the virtues and public 
spirit and regard to Constitution; and the rights of Mankind. The 
room was large and handsomely furnisht with glass chandeliers. Ad- 
mittance had by a ticket. My entertainment was highly pleasing, 
amusing and instructive, and determined to attend hereafter every 
Thursday eve, if circumstances shall permit. President attends and 
enters at 8, continues till 10 precisely when he leaves the Chair. When 
question has been debated and no one, after a silence of 2 minutes 
offers to rise, he puts the question, or rather reads it very deliberately, 
doing the same also before any speaker begins. Every person present 
then votes, if pleased to do it. After, the President declares on which 
side the majority lies, as in the present question, on Negative. 


20. Cloudy and cool. 


21. Morn clear and cool. Dined at S.S. with Mr. Dalglish, W.C. and 
a Mr. Troutbeck, Charles Square Hoxton, who has moved here and 
keeps home. The latter mentioned person served an apprenticeship 
with I. Greenleaf of Boston, has since been 3 voyages to East Indies, 
and made up a considerable sum from O. Drank tea and took leave at 
70 clock. 


22. Cloudy drisly raw air. Sunday, at Essex house Church, Mr. 
Lindsay preached, text ‘For the son of man is come to love that which 
is lost.” In the introduction to his discourse he commented on 4 pre- 
ceeding verses, wherein were some curious and useful observations. 
One that struck me the most forcibly was in last part of ro v. For I say 
unto &c. Says he, our Saviour by the word Angells did not mean to 
teach the doctrine that each one individual had his guardian &c. but as 
in many other cases, he used only popular language in conformity to 
universally received opinion of his countrymen at that period, as in 
another case he used the word Devils or demons, and ejection of 
demons for natural disorders, particularly insanity or madness, and 
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epileptic. His meaning therefore was to teach them that all especially 
the feeble and innocent were the peculiar care of merciful parent of 
mankind. p.M. same place and preacher, text ‘““And he commanded the 
multitude to sit down on the grass and took the 2 loaves and the 5 
fishes &c.” Drank tea and passed a dull evening at home. 


23. Morn clear and cloudy as usual. Paid Mr. T. a visit at Chelsea, 
returned back to London with him at 2 o’clock. p.m. short walk. Eve 
at home. 


24. Cloudy and drisly at times, air raw. Within all day writing. 


25. Air clear, moderate and pleasant. Called at Mr. Danforth’s, he 
being out left compliments. It being Accession day, Park guns fired, 
saw great collection of people. Having no concern on red letter days, 
soon left, soon tired, directing my Course back stopt in at Samuel 
Toulmins, giving further directions about new watch. Dined at home, 
dosing after. Passed p.m. and evening at home. 


26. Morn dusky as usual. Air rawish, a.M. sun peeps out by degrees 
till it became fair and pleasant and mild. Mr. Dalglish calling we walkt 
forth together to Hampstead, passing Canewood, Lord Mansfield’s 
seat, from thence to Highgate, at Gate house where we dined on an ill 
dressed dish of naked Veal cutlets. From thence to Bagnigge wells, to 
drink tea, passing home we bode there 2 hours and departed to Kings 
Arms through Cornhill to disputing club. Question proposed was 
“Would it be proper at this crisis, considering our successes in S. 
Carolina to offer the americans their independence.” After much 
warmth of expression on both sides, though without scurrility or 
abuse, the Question was put [to] house, the first time declared by 
President uncertain on which side majority lay, to me it appeared in 
Affirmative. None denied the President’s declaration. The 2d time 
twas plainly in the negative. 


27. Morn cloudy, a.m. clearish, air keenish, pleasant enough. P.M. a 
long ramble tot sol over London Bridge through Tooley street and 
Bermondsey, alias dict. Barnaby for shortness, crossing road to St. 
George in Boro. On my return settled lottery affair at Nicholson’s 
office, thence to New England Coffee House, drank coffee and read 
news. Remainder of eve at home. 
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28. Cloudy all day, p.m. drisly, wind W. Visited Mr. T. D[an- 
forth], an agreeable tete a tete on subject of his Holland tour. p.m. 
dined at S. S[parhawk] Charles Square Hoxton, Company Jonathan 
Scott, B. Cutler, and a young Mr. Perkins late from New York. De- 
parted at 7 o’clock, heard many novel stories about Americans and 
America.° 


29. Cloudy dark and rawish. Sunday at Essex house Church, Mr. 
Lindsay preached, text “And with what measure you meet, it shall 
be measured to you again.” A most excellent discourse as all his dis- 
courses are. Turning face westward walkt in a drisle to Cecil street, 
Strand Coffee House.® Entering I abode an hour reading papers and 
drank tumbler of warm negus. Issuing out I proceeded on westward 
to Chelsea in a drisle at first and secondly in a soaking rain against 
which, however, was defended by my surtout. Dined at Mr. T. joined 
by G. Harrison and Mrs. H., at 7 o’clock returned to London with the 
2 aforesaid in their carriage. 


30. Dark and cloudy, drisle continuing all day and eve. Bought at 
Nicholson’s office 3 whole state lottery tickets. After sold Mr. Philip 
Parkhouse % of them, whole chances, exchanged securitys. P.M. at 
New England Coffee House. Remainder of Eve at home. 

31. Dark, cloudy and rainy toto die. Air mild. Within all day writ- 
ing a long letter to my friend Mr. Joseph Bretland Exeter in answer. 
Drank tea at Mr. Snelson’s, passed eve and supt.* 


1780 November 1. Cloudy and dark but mild, now and than drisly. 
Within tll Meridian. Walkt to Parliament house, through Court of 
requests to Lobby of Commons house, thence to passage to the Lords, 
the croud in both great, could gain no admittance. Saw Lord George 
Germain for the first time, a large big strait raw boned man. Met Mr. 
R. Temple and family in passage to latter, waiting to see Mr. Quarme 
of black rod, questioned him about state of air in New England pre- 
vious to midday darkness in May 79 [80]. He remembered but little 
about that event or declined to say much about it. Throng in old and 
new palace yard too inconvenient to remain there long. Kings state 


5. To Mrs. Sewall, Curwen wrote about a small misunderstanding with regard to 
some “white powder at Mr. Sangwine’s” which he had been asked to procure fot her. 
6. Strand Coffee House, 245 Strand, No. 1277 in Lillywhite, Coffee Houses. 
7. A long letter of this date to Joseph Bretland devoted to political news and 
speculation on the Dark Day. 
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coach of an enormous bulk, the horses 8 in number of a cream colour, 
looked like ponys, arising I suppose from greatness of machine they 
drew. Returned home to dinner at 4 past 3 o’clock. In clearing the 
Lobby for the house to go to the Lords to attend the Kings acceptance 
of their Speaker and hear his speech from Throne drew me away 
when otherwise I might have seen Lord North that for space of 5 years 
my residence in England I’ve not hitherto been favoured with. Passed 
eve and supt at Mr. Bickerton’s. 


Nov. 2. Air moderate, clear and cloudy alternately. Walkt to 
Lobby of Commons house but this and following day being appointed 
for swearing in Members Lord North didn’t attend. Saw Lord 
George again. Passed evening, not the most agreeable arising from the 
Mistresses peevishness with her maid servant and the family in whose 
house she lodges, drank tea and supt, departed at 12 o’clock. 


3. [know not what became of this, not entered. 


4. Morn clear and fine. a.m. walk by Charing Cross round by Soho 
square, calling at Mr. Peacocks, watchmaker to talk further on subject 
of board, found it engaged to a Mr. John Tyler late arrived; from 
thence drank tea at Anderton’s Coffee House. From thence to Mr. 
Priddens and from thence accompanying Mr. Dalglish to a Doctor 
Smiths in Suffolk street to take Mrs. Pridden and her Dauter Nancy 
to Belle Assemblee, or Ladys disputing society held on this evening, 
weekly in [Orogreen? | woods rooms. The Question proposed was 
“W ould it not be prudent and proper, considering the great demand 
for public supply, and the difficulty of raising them, to lay a tax on old 
batcheldors.” The Lady who first soke, moved to alter the question, 
and include old maids in Act, which was objected to by a fine young 
Lady who answered in a lively pleasing manner. Her objection was, 
however, overruled by a vote put by president. Question then stood 
“Would it not be prudent that a tax be laid on old batcheldors and 
old maids.” 12 female speakers stood forth in succession. Some rose 
twice. The question in the last form was put and carried in affirmation. 
There were many excellent thoughts expressed and some witty. Some 
acquitted themselves to the approbation of the company, a few 
through diffidence and forgetfulness stopt short in midrace and sat 
down unable to proceed. These met with polite and kind indulgence 
and were clapt by way of encouragement. Returned with my 3 Com- 
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panions. Entered Mr. Priddens home reluctantly and by persuasion eat 
cold ham, and drank ale which conferred on me a sad head ach keep- 
ing me restless and sleepless all night, having sinned against better 


light. 


5. Morn drisly, arose 34 after 10, dressed and attended at usual place, 
preacher usual, “Amd it came to pass as he went to prayer &c.” Com- 
munion day, about 3 score communicants. Head ach prevents going 
out in P.M. Drank tea by invitation at Mrs. Snelsons. Family out on a 


visit to Mrs. Cowley’s the Celebrated French playright. 


6. Cold raw air, snow. Confined by a nervous head ach, grevious to 
bear. W.C. called on me at Meridian. S. S[parhawk] drank tea with 


me. 


7. Raw sharp air, within all day. Received a letter from Mr. Smith, 
Sidmouth. 


8. Air uncommonly so for this season. Went out for first time since 
Saturday Meridian by reason of head ach, yet remaining. My course 
to Guildhall, meeting great crouds in and about it of whose curiosity 
with my own, to gape at preparation for tomorrow being the day 
wherein Lord Maior is to be sworn in and invested in the regalia of his 
supreme magistracy of the city. The floor of hall is raised up to nearly 
the heighth of Hustings, half lower part is partitioned off, and inclosed 
for entertainment of Lord Maior, Aldermen, Common council and 
invited guests. In the central line through whole length is hung 3 noble 
chandeliers, and round walk in festoon fashion are placed small lamps 
of different colours. Lady Maioress drawing room is also adorned with 
chandeliers and lamps, in same taste and a music gallery built up for 
the present occasion. P.M. at New England Coffee House, drank 
coffee. Evening at home writing to Judge S. Evenings generally starry 
and bright and pleasant after an unpleasant harsh cloudy and even 


rainy day." 


9. Morn cloudy, air moderate. At Meridian and thenceforth rainy, 
as usual being Lord Maiors day My Lord goes attended in a pompous 
procession from Guildhall to Queenhithe stairs and from thence in 


1. Curwen wrote a long letter this day to Judge Sewall at Bristol devoted to 
further speculation on the Dark Day and local political news. 
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city barge most richly and gaudily decorated by water to Whitehall 
stairs from whence he rides in a coach or walks for I dont know which 
to Westminster Hall to be sworn into his new elected office by one of 
the Barons of the Exchequer. From thence he returns to water to 
Blackfriars bridge stairs where he lands and goes in city state coach 
to Guildhall to partake of the banquet there provided and pass re- 
mainder of the day in festivity, accompanied by Sheriffs, Court of 
Alderman, Common council and rest of city officers. Street lined with 
innumerable crouds, besides Company’s stands or tents enclosed in 
Cheapside on both sides as far as King Street leading to Guildhall. A 
man in complete armour attends the armourers company on horse- 
back in the procession with such a weight of iron as renders his duty 
this day a very heavy one and fatiguing. Being called upon by 
S[amuel] S[parhawk] to accompany him to a friend’s house in Lud- 
gate hill for an advantageous sight of the procession, but being too 
early continued walk to Park where I met Mr. R. Clarke for first time 
since my last arrival in London. He kindly welcomed me back and in- 
vited me to renew my visits at his house. Stopt on our return at 
Mr. Dalglish’s lodgings where having a tolerable sight it being at 
bottom or lower end of Fleet street till we departed together to a club 
of his Scotch friends at Edinburgh Coffee House to which he invited 
me. In this company he introduced me to two Freemasons belonging 
to a Lodge into which he was on morrow or next day and evening 
going to be made a member, being very desirous of reentering and 
having regained a little and indeed precious little knowledge made a 
shift from a slender superficial examination to obtain the consent to be 
recommended as a Brother. Such proof I was able to give of [dlegible] 
ship as wouldn’t have obtained my own consent to acknowledge or 
recommend another, but they themselves were but lame and imperfect 
in their own profession. This evening I got soundly debauched by 
drink in a very unaccountable and strange manner, and though not 
much observed by others was too convincing and mortifying to my- 
self not to be pierced with great self disappointment. 


zo. Air moderate, light clouds obscured or dimmed the face of 
Phoebus. a.m. within, feeling a lassitude and cloudy head from last 
evening’s debauch. p.m. walkt through Smithfield. At 8 o’clock, Mr. 
Dalglish calling on me together we went to Edinburgh Coffee House,” 


2. Edinburgh Coffee House, 69 Threadneedle Street, used for the Caledonian 
Lodge for Masonic meetings, No. 372 in Lillywhite, Coffee Houses. 
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and drank dish of Coffee, then meeting a Mr. Jordan who went with 
us to Crown tavern lodge Leadenhall street and introduced us, me as 
a brother and Mr. Dalglish to be made one this evening, who was 
accordingly made, passed and raised all in same evening, the only 
instance of the kind I ever saw, 1s I believe rare, and indeed ought to 
be rare and never without evident necessity. Myself admitted a mem- 
ber and paid fees about 4 guinea. Officers Mr. Witers pro tempore 
Master, very adroit, wardens a Mr. Davis and , Lreasurer Mr. 
Jordan, Secretary Mr. Frazier, my Examiner the eve before. Mr. 
Smith I understood was refused admittance the night before for want 
of Masonry knowledge which, I dare say, he displayed to as great an 
extent as I did, and why I was received and he rejected tis hard to say. 
Departed after 12 from Lodge. 





zz. Air moderate. a.M. walk to Toulmins, my gold watch move- 
ment to be put into a metal a considerable while in hand, no signs of 
speedy finishing. Entered Chancery Court, Lord Thurlow, Chan- 
cellor sitting as he or the Master of the Rolls when he presides always 
do with hat on taking minutes of the Case as is customary in all the 
Courts for Judges to do. Took a p.m. walk, drank tea at Mrs. Mills. 


12. Cloudy, threatening, appearance of rain. Sunday at Essex house 
Chappell, Mr. Lindsay preached to a full congregation, text “And 
wisdom shall be justified of her Children.” He took occasion in course 
of his sermon to observe that every age had furnisht instances of Men, 
the most remarkable in their time for probity, knowledge and learn- 
ing, who had been the ornaments, and of the greatest use and service 
to society, who had lived and died in the firm belief of the principles 
and steady practice of the precepts of Christ’s religion, among whom 
were many of our Country, one of whom only he mentioned, a gen- 
tleman in the law line, a Mr. Selwyn, one of the first Characters, who 
on his death bed declared to Archbishop Usher, that though he had in 
his large Library, books and manuscripts in every profession, art and 
science there was not one to rest his salvation on but the holy scrip- 
tures only; the passages that most affected him and lay the strongest on 
his mind was “For the grace of God that brought salvation hath ap- 
peared to all men teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live righteously, soberly and godly in this present 
world, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us, 
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that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify unto himself, 
a peculiar people, zealous of goods works.” p.m. same place and 
preacher, text “And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art Christ, 
Son of Living God.” Before service a female sitting a little behind 
my pew entered into a long narrative of her 2 brothers in sea service, 
the Ministers entrance put a stop to her further detail. In midservice 
a well dressed Scotch Lassie entered the pew wherein a gentleman 
and myself were sitting, in preference to an adjoyning one into 
which the Clerk would have admitted her. After service ended she 
enquired of me if the Preacher did not deny the divinity of Christ 
or rather affirmed he did, adding, she never heard it so plainly de- 
clared in public before, to which I asssented, telling her this congrega- 
tion was set up professedly on unitarian principles, disavowing all 
other objects of religious worship and adoration but the supreme, 
everlasting God, the Father and Lord of the universe, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in the text is declared the Son of 
the everliving God. The settled members holding themselves the 
disciples of Christ and members of that society or body of which he 1s 
the head and master. She further added he was a Socinian, which I 
neither was disposed nor indeed could deny, referring her to himself 
for a justification of his principle so far she could make it satisfactory 
to her, if her curiosity or wishes led her to make further enquiries, 
giving her a short relation of him and his conduct with respect to his 
forsaking the Church of England whereof he was about 6 or 7 years 
since a settled Minister, but whose scruples in relation to the divinity of 
our blessed Saviour had forced him to relinquish a valuable living and 
lucrative honourable prospects in that establishment, for an uncertain 
support among those of his own more liberal sentiments, and his integ- 
rity has been rewarded here by this Society with whom she had joyned 
in worship this p.m. She seemed disposed to lengthen our conversation, 
but having let out all I had proposed to impart at present, took a sud- 
den leave. Drank tea home alone and after called on Mr. Dalglish, 
whom with his friend I accompanied in a coach to Carlisle house, at a 
Sunday evening entertainment, called the promenade instituted in lieu 
of public amusement and to compensate for 12 tedious long hours 
interval laid under an interdict by the laws of the Country, yet unre- 
pealed formally by the Legislature, though effectively so in the houses 
of the great and wealthy from whence religion and Charity is but 
too generally banisht. The employment of the company is meer 
simple walking through the rooms as it’s name translated from what 
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the original french denotes. Company are allowed tea, coffee, and 
chocolate, Lemonade, orgeat, Negus, milk and water &c., &c. At 7 
o'clock, admission by ticket at Door cost 3/, dress decent, frill not re- 
quired, some of gentlemen appeared in boots, one cavalierly in spurrs, 
but happening to catch a female flounce obliged him to apologize 
and lay them aside. The female part is rigged out in gaudy attire, and 
like all other places of public resort is over proportioned with filles du 
joy and Ladies of easy virtue, whore hunters, Rakes, bucks, bloods 
and maccaronies; though by persons of sound and irreproachable 
character also but among wheat will be tares. The arrangement of 
the house is as follows; from the Vestibule where the tickets are re- 
ceived, the entrance is through a short passage with first room of a 
moderate size, covered with carpets, and furnisht with wooden chairs 
and seats in Chinese taste, here is a fire place. Through this, Company 
passes to another, of a large size furnisht and accomodated as former. 
Passing this you enter the long room, about 70 or 80 long, and 36 
wide. This is the largest and principal room for walking, lighted with 
glass chandeliers and branches fixed to side walls, against which stand 
sophas covered with silk, floors matted or carpeted. Hence bending to 
left, you cross this hall, and enter the wilderness, or grotto, a green 
room, if it may be so called, having natural cover of grass planted 
round walk, center an oblong square about 25 feet long and 15 broad, 
fenced with an open railing, a few shrubbs intersperst, flooring a 
mossy grass; in one of the angles is a natural well, with a living spring, 
the attendant told me was mineral. Drinking half a tumbler I perceived 
nothing peculiar in taste, except a coolness attending the abdominal 
region, to as great a degree as half a dozen square inches of ice taken 
from a mountain in Nova Zembla and applied to the parts would have 
produced. Fronting the entrance in the center of the far end is a cave 
cased with petrifactions, stones artificially cut into a resemblance of 
the former, and Sparrs, with here and there a dim lamp so placed as to 
afford but an imperfect sight of surrounding objects. To the top of 
arch leading to Cave is an ascent by 2 flights of stepps on each hand, 
and over it is a room, not unlike in form the cave below, painted in 
modern style in oval compartments, containing hieroglyphics, and 
ancient stories. On same elevation is a narrow gallery, confined on 
either side to about half length of room, fronted near 3 feet high with 
an open Chinese fence or railing. This room is about 50 feet deep, 
about 30 wide, lighted as others, except small lamps containing oil or 
spirits of different colours placed round walk in festoon manner 
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wether by design or accident, light here is rather dim and dusky. 
Through a wide entrance directly opposite door from 2d room, one 
passes out of great hall or walking room into another by score stepps. 
Here are set round sides wooden seats of sopha kind, sides and backs of 
open work. At further end ascent is by 6 or 8 stepps to a landing, 
which leads through a short entry into two tea rooms, first being of 
full size of long room or walking hall, where Company walk before 
and after tea, containing if my treacherous shallow memory does not 
fail me tables for 4o setts, the other lying at end of first and about % 
of its size. Height of rooms about 18 or 20 feet. So far my very imper- 
fect description of this home wherein the well known Mrs. Cornelly 
used to accomodate the nobility &c. &c. with masquerades and 
Coteries. Dress of female part of Company was wide different respect- 
ing mode, one part swept their tract by long trails, the other by an 
enormous of hip and rump hoope, and petticoats raised before to 
heigth of their calves, thereby displaying what they imagined were 
the male desiderata, all which answered the purpose in choosing that 
mode, tis doubtless a scene of intrigue and not unfitly calculated to 
that end. The company usually resorting there, about 700, as the 
ticket porter or receiver told me this evening, for I know not what 
cause. House was thronged with a good rooo, one affirmed 1100. 
Rooms extremely filled, so that one could scarce pass without jostling, 
interfering and elbowing. For my own part being old small and infirm 
I received more than a score of full but rencounters with females. 
Wether provision wasnt made for so large a Company, or whatever 
the cause may be, twas full 2 hours though made early application be- 
fore I could procure a dish of tea &c. and that after 15 in vain attempts, 
nor was I singular and when served twas in a slovenly manner, on a 
dirty tea board. Our company 5 persons, scantily supplied with sugar 
brought at twice, one and one half roll scarce exceeding a double 
crown piece and after tea pot was out % hour intervened before a 
second could be obtained and then unaccompanied by bread and 
butter which the Waiter falsely told us was all consumed which I was 
convinced of by going up to the bar afterward, and there by the 
woman’s civility supplied with a good dish of coffee and bread and 
butter to content, finding many in my predicament before me and 
after. She very decently apoligized for our neglect and endeavoured 
to compensate for waiters inattention by her own. Upon the whole 
there was no delicacy, nor even decency attending the Tea supply. 
Each one, it seems for at the time I was ignorant being but a novice, 
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nor any Company more knowing, who bribed the waiter or humoured 
[2 words] roughly, was best and first served, in short there was what 
may justly be called pulling and hauling, nor did I ever see a place of 
public resort where the company was treated with so little respect by 
servants. Even common tea houses, whose character is far from re- 
markable, as Bagnigge Wells, White Conduit house and Dog and 
Duck &c. are in this regard preferable. Twould in my mind be treat- 
ing Ranelagh with great indignity to bring it into comparison with 
this which is designed to supply its place during the long vacation of 
this fashionable resort, nor is Vauxhall gardens less than a thousand 
times beyond this in every eligible circumstance, unless I saw this 
under peculiar disadvantages. Met Peter Frye and young Mr. William 
Eppes® here, the enormous growth of the latter astonisht, nor is his 
bulk disproportioned, nor was I less so at sight of his sister, have seen 
some time before whose heighth greatly exceeds the middle, con- 
siderably beyond her mother in bulk and heighth. Here I saw Duke of 
Queensbury, who, I was told is a never failing attendant on places of 
dissipation which his age should, one might think, restrain him from 
such juvenile amusements, but old habits are strong and too powerful 
to be resisted when long indulged accompanied by high relish. ‘Tired 
most heartily tired of this uniformly unvaried, tedious therefore, 
staring and walking in a confined space for 4 or 5 hours, most willingly 
took myself off at early hour of 12, and bidding adieu to Carlisle 
house left my Company to their wishes for engagements. After a few 
egaremens arrived with no small content at my own lodgings. 


13. Cold raw air. 


14. Same, wind as for some days before N. or N.E. Rambling as 
Montague house came in view, it came into my head to take another 
view of Museum, I entered and appealed to Doctor Harper the under 
Librarian who referred me to ticket porter for a ticket on following 
day at rr o’clock unfilled, this days Compass being all engaged, and 
was lucky enough to obtain one. P.M. and evening at home, W. Cabot 
drank tea with me. S. Sparhawk after and abode 2 hours with me, 
from whom I had the first account of Arnolds intentional withdraw- 
ing himself and the troops under his command, consisting of 4 or 5000 

3. William Isham Eppes (ca. 1761-1823). At the outbreak of war he was serving as 


apothecary and chemist with Dr. Sylvester Gardiner, who married his mother after 
the death of his father William Eppes. His sister married Richard Routh. 
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men from Congress service to the royal standard at N.Y. The failure 
of this scheme of treachery, and his lucky escape from his enemies 
hands, from him also the relation of the seizure of Mr. Laurens papers 
late president of the Congress, and now a state prisoner in Tower, 
giving an account of desperate situation of their affairs with conse- 
quence of failure of their resources, and their inability to support the 
war any longer without loans from Holland, France or Spain. The 
above comes from Mr. Thompson, Benjamin, once apprentice to a 
shopkeeper my next neibour in Salem, now under Secretary in the 
American department. Foregoing mentioned not as articles of my 
Faith for I know not what to believe or what to reject, till Gazette 
authenticates which though it give truth, I cannot say tis the whole 
truth; truths improper at these dangerous periods, are politically con- 
fided, perhaps be better concealed than exposed. 


15. Clearish, cold air, somewhat bracing, unusual here. Mr. Snelson 
calling at my lodgings by accident I told him of my intention and took 
him with me, Doctor Gifford the Librarian indulged me with my 
companion and admittance without a ticket. Our Company was num- 
erous, as is always the case a mixture of sexes, 3 or 4 curious, inquisitive 
and chatty and lively of the other sex not a little heightening the 
entertainment. In Harleian collection was an ancient manuscript near 
1200 years old most curiously illuminated, a manuscript of Genesis 
in greek capitals wrote by Origen’s own hand in a 4to size inclosed in 
a beautiful tin gilt box resembling that fold, containing only its re- 
mains, being unfortunately almost wholly destroyed in the Cotton 
library incendium, many years ago. On same shelves were also many 
other of distant antiquity in same wretched plight with this. Here 
also is a remains of Original Magna Charta granted by King John at 
Runnymead, part of which is scorched and illegible by the same catas- 
trophe; an exact not perfectly facsimile copy stands by its parents 
side with arms of those nobel barons who extorted it from that un- 
worthy Prince emblazoned and surrounding it; also that most valuable 
manuscript the Alexandrian Copy of Bible in great capitals of 1400 
years duration now copying out on the foot of facsimile or an exact 
resemblance of pages, lines, forms of letters, numbers, size, bulk, in 
short with all its beauties, perfections, imperfections, faults and blem- 
ishes, omissions and supra[d/legible | dings. On mentioning it the Doc- 
tor was kind enough to oblige me by dispatching a messenger but the 
copier being absent I was after all disappointed in not seeing this with 
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my own eyes, the text as it stood in the original Epistle before the 
Arian heresie arose, in the 5 chap. of 1 Ep. of St. John, the 8 following 
immediately the 6 verse without the intervention of 7 verse inter- 
polated after the controversy arose by the orthodox party to add 
stronger proof of the Trinity of Son of God which those orthodox 
controversialists thought needed bolstering up and this if genuine 
would have greatly aided, but truth needs no such crafty measures for 
its support. Among the shell fish kind is one of the smallest size, looks 
like Vertebrae of a small animal and is singular, for which an Italian 
curioso paid 3000 sequins; Sir Hans Sloane at length became possessed 
of itfor £ 30 sterling. Among pearls is one about bigness of a common 
rouncival pea, of a light purplish water valued at 500 £ so liberal of 
money are men of curiosity and deep in any pursuits that the last 
mentioned sum has been offered for it. The almost unnumbered 
curiosities in natural as well as artificial way coming fast upon me 
confounded memory, latter destroying the traces of former by the 
quickness of the transition. I still hope to receive some by a succeed- 
ing view, there being no limit to indulging curiosity here, nor any 
preeminence by legal prohibition. Doctor Gifford’s respectful and 
cheerful attention is very pleasing; he is 81 years old, lively and 
sprightly to an uncommon degree, by profession religious, a minister 
of baptist persuasion. p.m. at home, eve at New England Coffee House. 


16. Thick fog, air sharp. State lottery being to be drawn this day 
Curiosity led me to Guildhall, seeing gallery erected for the people 
and interested spectators I paid the fee, of 6d and obtained a seat. The 
first object that struck me was the great numbers of clerks writing 
down the numbers of Tickets and quality as they were proclaimed. 
On enquiry learnt that these were clerks belonging to different offices 
in the city and elsewhere, amounting to 138. The Wheels were placed 
on either hand on a stage or hustings, raised about man heigth from 
the floor at the bottom of the hill, under Bickford’s statue, between 
were seated the Commissioners at a long table covered with green 
cloth. A blew coat boy at each wheel. After delivering the ticket 
raised up his hand above his head, with fingers displayed open, and 
after two flourishes thrust it into the wheel, delivering it severally to 
the man on either side, on cutting the ticket open, being tied and sealed, 
declaring the number. The man on other side after cutting his open, 
declared it a blank or prize. After the latter 20 or more pounds as it 
might happen principal money, if the former in a melancholy tone 
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blank. It was observed those men who disclosed the quality, used only 
the terminating syllable samds instead of thousand, for hundred, dreds 
and 27 or whatever it might be. On either hand of the first Commis- 
sioner seated in the midst of the table sat a person having before him a 
large green pin cushion stuck full of pins, one pinning numbers of 
blank, the other of prizes, afterward stringing them so pinned on a file 
to be examined before entered in the Commissioner’s books. To pre- 
vent future pranks from Boys employed to draw out the numbers, a 
commissioner sits in a box covered with green gauze directly opposite 
to each boy, and near to him, who besides, is obliged on taking out 
each number to raise up his hand, holding the ticket tightly between 
forefinger and thumb, delivering it to the man who after cutting it 
open announces its fate or fortune. After 4 hour abode my curiosity 
was satisfied, nor shall perhaps pay another visit there, unless chance 
directs my steps. In ranging rooms of Museum yesterday I observed 
against the walls of Cotton library the bust of Pope Benedict 14 in 
plaister of paris, called from the liberality of his sentiments, the 
protestant Pope. And in the room of antiquities from Sir William 
Hamilton and brought from Italy is a Vase baring an inscription, of 
Etruscan original, in the ancient mode of writing in Greece soon 
after the importation of the 12 letters from Phoenicia by Cadmus, 
about the time of Hezekiah King of Judea. From the right hand to the 
left and continued back from the left to the right, called by Learned 
men the Boustrophedon, which probably accounts for the latin phrases 
vertera stylum, but this is my conjecture. Walkt to New England Cof- 
fee House to enquire after new lodging house, from thence to disput- 
ing Club at Kings Arms taverns Cornhill. The Question to be spoken 
on, for properly it wasnt debated was “Can the doctrine of Polygamy 
endeavoured to be established by a well known Divine, in a late 
publication, be defended on the principles of reason, religion or 
sound policy.” After many humourous and some solid arguments 
against it, in defence, however, of which no one stood up to support 
it on Doctor Maddams the authors grounds, it was voted in the 
negative, one hand only in affirmative, producing an hiss, and laugh 
of contempt and indignation. A gentleman whom I took to be in 
the law line, stood up, and modestly said the argument had not had 
a fair discussion, as no one appeared but to condemn and reprobate 
and after an apology presumed to suppose it might, under certain 
regulations and restrictions by legislature, in certain suppositional 
cases be allowed, whereby some Evils, the too common attendants 
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of matrimony, might be avoided, without incurring greater evils, 
but that met not the least countenance; yet the speaker, who was a 
decent well behaved man of knowledge and ability, was treated with 
respect. It moved, that the Company should publicly reprobate the 
doctrine and prudential consideration prevailed to negative the mo- 
tion. Room was uncommonly crouded, less order and regularity 
than usual. Broke up at ro o’clock. 


17. Morn dark, raw, rainy, wind S.E. For 2 days past at N.W. to 
E. Frost broke up. a.m. within. Company dined at fellow boarders 
invitation and expence. Adjourned to Theatre to see his Sisters play, 
entitled Belles Stratagem. Accompanied them in a coach before Play 
opened, a young Country fellow in front seat of lower gallery enter- 
tained audience by a just imitation of skylarks note, blackbird, night- 
ingale, barking of a large bull dog, snorting of 2 doggs fighting, and 
the yelp of a young puppy, and bleating of a lamb, for which he was 
clapped, but continuing too long at length neglected, growing tire- 
some and to the interruption of music during the interludes, or Acts. 
The entertainment of Tom Thumb altered to modern taste by Author 
of Midas,* both to the great diversion of house, expressed by applause, 
the latter meerly from its ridiculousness, if not I know not why. Re- 
turned back as we went. Company supt and departed after 12. 


18. Dull cold rainy day, wind S.E. Carried out a letter in answer to 
W.C. for convenience. That excepted within all day, having a dullard 
muzzy head. Eve at home playing quadrille with Mr. and Mrs. Snelson 
and Mrs. C. 


19. Air milder, clearish, wind N.W. Rose late, A.M. within. Sunday. 
At Essex house church, Mr. Lindsay preached, text, “And Jesus 
looked on his diciples, and said unto them, ‘Blessed are the poor in 
spirit &c.” T.C. brother of family drank tea with me, rest being out. 
Eve at home reading.° 


20. Air mild, cloudy, Meridian rainy. Received old gold watch new 
cased with pinchbeck. Rain prevented going to Theatre to see Bon ton 


4. Tom Thumb, a Tragedy was produced in 1730 by Henry Fielding. The author 
of Midas was John Lyly. 

5. To William Cabot, a brief note sending Sewall’s letter relating to the Dark Day 
and adding a postscript: “In return to your compliment in wishing me great success in 
the present lottery I wish yours, with equal ardor.” 
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and Miser, ordered by King and Queen. S. S[parhawk] drank tea 


with me and passed eve. 


21. Clouds and clear alternately. Gave Mr. and Mrs. C. warning of 
intention to remove, inconvenience increasing on account of fellow 
boarder’s ranting profane &c. behaviour. Left card and compliments 
in P.M. at Mr. Clarkes for himself, Mr. and Mrs. Copely, they being 
abroad. Eve at New England Coffee House. 


22. Air sharpish, wind N.W. Made a few in vain enquiries about 
new lodgings, met John Lane who friendly accosted me, enquiring 
why I hadn’t called on him. On Change an hour. Mrs. Cowley® cele- 
brated playwright dined with us. She’s a small sprightly lady. Eve at 
a new play entitled Genrous Imposter, as usual at new pieces some 
hisses, but in course of its performance much more plaudits. Tis not 
of an humourous complexion enough to gain general approbation. Tis 
thought twill not run longer than the author’s night. He’s a clergyman, 
has attended army in America during General How’s command there. 
Returned home between 11 and 12. 


23. Air clearish and pleasant, Meridian cloudy and raw. Walkt to 
Canon Coffee House’ to meet Mr. A.S. Disappointed, proceeded to 
Westminster Hall, Court’s sitting, saw Lord Lougborough for first 
time since his title and advancement to presidency of common pleas. 
He was single on bench being on trials after term. Saw Judge Butler 
on King’s Bench. He appears a shrewd quick ready, and promises for 
an astute Judge, this being first sight of him since his advancement. 
Tis probable by late Chancellor’s friendship he will be kicked up- 
stairs. In returning met young Taylor the Oculist, son of the famous 
of that profession who recognizing me, unrecollected, very kindly 
accosted and invitingly pressed me to visit their family at No. 6 
Hatton Street. Evening at home. 


24. Morn frosty. Taking out Mr. Dalglish, proceeded to Adelphi 
hotel to visit, in passing met Mr. P. Frye and his dauter Oliver* who 


6. Mrs. Hannah Cowley (1743-1809), author of The Runaway, 1776, A Bold 
Stroke for a Husband, 1783, and, most popular, The Belle’s Stratagem, 1780. 

7. Cannon Coffee House, I Cockspur Street, No. 217 in Lillywhite, Coffee Houses. 

8. Love Oliver ( 1754-1830), daughter of Col. Peter Frye and wife of Dr. Peter 
Oliver, one of the sons of Lt. Gov. Andrew Oliver. At her husband’s death she 
married Admiral Sir John Knight. 
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greatly, I think, increased in heighth; manner and behaviour some- 
what improved in confident, careless, unconcerned style. Mr. D. who 
rode with them from Poole says she affected to the superlative degree. 
After a short visit took myself unreluctanly off and shaped my course 
with my compliments to house of Lords and Common, doors of 
neither opened, it being too early an hour. Returning passed through 
Park met S. S[parhawk], walkt all 3 together to Spring garden Coffee 
House® and took a basin of excellent barley broth. Tis said to be the 
best dressed in London. Prevented by [7 word] from accepting S. 
S[parhawk’s] invitation to tea. Eve at Edinburgh Coffee House, 
drank coffee and from thence to Mariners lodge in Leadenhall street. 
Received and balloted in so that I am now, a recovered Brother after 
a death of near or perhaps more than, 30 years; leaving my merryly 
disposed brethren, after closing lodge, to their enjoyments of bottle 
and bowl, at sober hour of 11 o’clock. 


25. Cloudy and raw. Walkt the rounds with Mr. now Brother 
D[alglish] accidently overtaking me in Fleet street, to Monmouth 
street, Bedford Square, Montague house in order, if practical admis- 
sion in british Musaeum but ticket porter informed twas always shut 
on this, before unknown. Separating I turned into Parson Peeters 
lodging, he and dauter absent, left compliments. Dined at home. Ac- 
companied in p.m. by Brother D., drank tea at S. S[ parhawk], had a 
cheerful interview. Passed remainder of Eve alone, not being able to 
explore lodgings to my mind. Informed them of my ill success and 
determination to continue with them. 


26. Morn dark and cloudy. Sunday. Attended at usual place, Mr. 
Lindsay preached from “For Whatever is not of faith is of sin.” P.M. 
same place and preacher, text “And herein do I exercise myself to 
have a conscience void of offences, always towards God and toward 
man.” Drank tea, and passed evening at home. 


27. Air mild, morn foggy, now and then clearish, a.M. within. P.M. 
at Coffee house, New England. Found a new tenant, former having 
decampt. Drank coffee there. Eve at Mr. Dalglishs lodgings, S. S[par- 


hawk | in company. 
28. Morn foggy and mild. At Westminster Hall, Courts sitting. 
Mr. Justice Skinner late advanced to Chief baronship on Exchequer 


9. Spring Garden Coffee House, near Charing Cross, No. 1242 in Lillywhite, 
Coffee Houses. 
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bench. Saw Mr. Justice Heath on common pleas bench whom I know 
and frequently saw as Sarjent at Exeter, the place of his birth. Visited 
and drank tea at Mr. Peeters, Dyers buildings Holborn. 


29. Morn mild and cloudy. Examined status of Lottery chances, out 
of 16 are only 2 yet out and those blanks. p.m. walk to City Coffee 
House Cheapside.’® Read papers and drank coffee. Except 6 provinces 
of Dutch Union, out of 7 have acceeded to armed neutrality of 
N[etherlands] to prevent british search of neutral ships suspected to 
carry naval and military stores to the Enemy. Nothing is, else, new. 


30. Morn dark air. At auction of Speck’s a wine merchant’s effects. 
Coins, medals and books ran too high for my purchase. Eve at home 
and supt with Company. 


1780 December 1. Cloudy cool air, within all day. 


2. Cloudy dull and dark. Eve walk to S. Toulmins for purpose of 


having watch regulated. 


3. Air mild for the season, sky cloudy. Sunday at usual place of 
worship, Mr. Lindsay preached, text “And these were more noble 
than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind @c.” A large assembly. Mr. A. Savage on my repre- 
sentation attended. p.m. same place, same preacher, text “In God have 
I put my trust &c.” After service I walkt up the Strand when to my 
surprize I found myself all alone, not a single person within sight on 
either side, nor a coach to be seen, or even heard ratling over pave- 
ments, which considering the hour, just after 5 o’clock P.M., was a 
singular circumstance. In this situation, or rather predicament I walkt 
an 100 or more yards never expecting to be or hear of its paralel or 
like again. Arriving at doors of room, late Coxes Musaeum, now em- 
ployed, as in this Eve, for theological disputations not yet open, pro- 
ceeded on to Park. Two females accosted me for lewd purposes, as 
usual with me rebuffed them by neglect, circuited by horse guards 
through parliament street and at 2d arrival not yet opened, entered 
Spring Garden Coffee House. Drank a dish, reading, hearing post, 
containing letters of General Washington, Carleton, Arnold and 
Major André the latter though pitied here, perhaps justly, is doubtless 
to be ranked in the class of spy, and which, however answered here, 


10. City Coffee House, 70 Cheapside, No. 246 in Lillywhite, Coffee Houses. 
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was in my mind a punishment not undeservedly inflicted, and to be 
justified by the universal proof of all nations civilized and uncivilized, 
on persons of that character. From hence after near an hours interval 
entered rooms. When Mr. President entered, and assuming the Chair, 
read the text now to be discussed which you may find written in the 
13 Ch. St. Matthew and 11 Verse, “Indeed I baptize you with water 
unto repentance; but he that cometh after me, is worthier than I, 
whose shoes I am not worthy to bear; he shall baptize you with the 
holy ghost and with Fire.” Company numerous amounting to 3 or 400 
perhaps, well clad. Performers acquitted themselves to my seeming 
but indifferently being poorly qualified to enter in a sensibly assembly. 
First speechicle crammed with harsh, pedantic scholastical, theo- 
logical terms, wretchedly delivered. Succeeding ones very little better, 
bad latin, fake grammer, both in the learned latin and vulgar English, 
non-sensical orthodoxy, idle sophistry and weak argumentative and 
to conclude all my censorious remarks on their society, violent attach- 
ments to party principles. Unless its future meetings be more decently 
conducted and supplied with abler reasons and better accomplished 
speakers will yield inadequate return for the 1/ admittance. Its con- 
tinuance 2 tedious hours. Gladly liberated I got home just after 9 
o'clock. 


4. Cool air, cloudy sky. Within till 5 o’clock. p.m. at Lottery office, 
after to New England Coffee house. Conversed for first time with 
William Jackson’ from whom learnt particularly circumstances of 
harsh treatment received from his Countrymen in Boston, Newbury- 
port &c. from fierce partisans there. 


s. Air cold, sky dark and gloomy. a.m. long walk p.m. at home. 
Evening at Patagonian Theatre, Exeter Change, a bauble of a thing. 
Show Chrononhotonthologos? a burlesque farce but I know not of 
what; performance in puppetry, speakers below stage, invisible 
machinery, bungling, scenery pretty, audience here and there, one 
among us was Lord Molesworth, duration two hours. Sat by a very 
conversible gentleman of 50, of a peculiar turn having by him a com- 
pleat collection of all stage performances that have been and are daily 


1. William Jackson (1731-1810), merchant of Boston; defied the nonimportation 
agreement, addresser of Gage; imprisoned and later went to England; proscribed and 
banished; died in England. 

2. Chrononhotonthologos, a burlesque by Henry Carey (d. 1743)—“the most 
Tragical Tragedy that was ever Tragediz’d by any company of Tragedians”—was 
first acted in 1734. Harvey, ed., Oxford Companion to English Literature, p. 161. 
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coming out, for some years back, I don’t precisely remember, but if 
memory serves me faithfully ever since 1750. This was my first and I 
dare say will be last sight of the Patagonian Theatre. 


6. Dark dusky atmosphere, air cold. a.m. walk with William Jack- 
son on a visit to Mr. Timmins No. 5 Grosvenor Row Chelsea, both he 
and she absent. Returning towards Westminster Abbey whither we 
were going, met Mrs. and Miss T. the niece, and a very pretty one 
she is, in the great George street. After greeting &c., took leave and 
walkt on to said Abbey from whence homeward, separating at Char- 
ing Cross. P.M. at Lottery Office, as usual found a blank. Eve at home. 


7. Cold raw air, wind N.E., at times drisly. Within all day. Supt on 


maccaroniand Jerusalem artichoaks. 


8. Dark, dull, damp air, wind N.E. Within till 5 o’clock. At Lottery 
office again. Eve at Crown Tavern lodge, Leadenhall street. A Brother 
attended so very very like Late Thomas Lechmere in face, size, shape, 
voice and manner and kind of understanding, that had I not most cer- 
tainly known of the death, I should have been difhcultly persuaded 
but that this man was him. 


g. Air raw, wind N.E. Took rounds to enquire for new lodgings, 
finding one that I hope will prove more convenient than the present, 
in Furnivals Inn Court, No. 10, and engaged it, the Mistress named 
Longbottom, on 2d floor of a southern aspect, looking into gardens, 
family an elderly woman and her maiden Dauter of 38, 2 or 3 lodgers 
beside myself. Memo, to notify family I am now in, tomorrow or 
next day. p.M. at Edinburg Coffee house, drank coffee with Brother 
A. D[alglish], disappointed meeting Brother Frazier by his appoint- 
ment to have been with us on score of Free Masonry. Returned home 
and passed an hour or so with young Dauter and Landlady at tredille. 


vo. Air raw, wind changeable from N. to N.W. Sunday at usual 
church, Mr. Lindsay preached, text, “From that time forth began 
Jesus to show unto his disciples &c.” A numerous audience. P.M. same 
place and preacher, text “Be not wise in your own conceit.” Drank 
tea at home alone, family out. 


11. Morn foggy. a.M. and p.M. clearish, air exceeding mild and 


pleasant, wind N.W. Accompanied by Mr. D[alglish] who called and 
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took me out to Newington green through Islington and returned by 
Kingsland road, passing home through Grubstreet. Eve at Mr. Snelson 
per invitation. Departed past 12. 


12. Morn foggy, mild air, wind N.W. Compleated bargain about 
new lodgings to allow 7/ a week, conditions of finding as usual, lodg- 
ings only and to boil tea kettle and dress breakfast and supper. Drank 
tea at home, after, called on by S. S[parhawk]. Walkt to disputing 
Society called Ladies disputing Club at Kings Arms tavern Cornhill. 
Ladies or females the only Speakers. A Lady presided and acquitted 
herself very commendably. Question “was Adam or Eve most culp- 
able in paradise.” Mrs. President addressed Assembly, on this occasion 
crouded, with a speech if it may be so called, written in a book she 
held in her hand, great propriety, just accent and pleasing voice, ex- 
plaining nature of meeting, justifying Ladies appearing to speak in a 
public promiscuous assembly. Frequently applauded on first ascend- 
ing the chair, she turned round and gracefully saluted company, dis- 
covering perfect self possession, void of all embarrassment. Speakers 
acquitted themselves laudably and were frequently clapped. Some 
spoke, I don’t say, argued on one side, some on the other. Very little 
serious, or no argument, unless declamation, quotations from Milton, 
Hudebras &c. &c. can be so denominated. The president seemed solic- 
itous that serious vindication should be produced. Subject afforded 
matter for mirth, but most serious speeches turned against the mother 
of us all. Concluding speech, foreign to Question, was on the title a 
Congress. Speaker’s lively art and humour produced shouts of laugh- 
ter, but she being patriotically inclined, applause not universal; intro- 
duced her speech by observing that the word being understood here 
as implying rebellion, she at first apprehended American Ladies were 
coming over here in shoals to seduce the young Gentlemen from our 
Island Ladies, but after considering the subject, and being informed 
by a clergyman to whom she applied for its meaning, had found that 
the word of itself has an harmless signification, and had been used on 
this side the water, in matters of peace, as the Congress of Ambassadors 
of Belligerant powers at Nimeguen, Aix la Chapelle &c. &c., that it is 
derived from a latin word signifying a meeting together to compose 
or reunite discordant partys. She was pleased to hear it was not likely 
to give disgust to our state physicians who were laudably employing 
their skill and labour in administering harsh medicines to the dis- 
ordered member of our consumptive Empire. After a series of lively 
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observations she closed by wishing success to this institution, and that 
it may do honour to female eloquence. Question being put, wether 
Adam was most in fault, Vote by 3 hands only, negative by one. Thus 
Eve stands acquitted, in this Female School of Oratory, of being the 
most guilty, though I fancy, the major part considered as females are 
not so clear in the affirmative. Returned home at 10 o’clock, Mrs. 
Hayley the great frequenter of all public city assemblys was there; a 
small interruption happened by a dirty boys mixing with company. 
President declared more than once her surprise at the interruption at 
lower end. In all large public collections of people of mixed character 
persons of unruly dispositions are to be found, who will indulge them- 
selves in undue freedoms, if to be done with impunity. One in going 
out amongst croud and bawling out cried Madam forever set the 


whole Company ina laugh. 


13. Foggy and dark air not harsh, wind W. Walkt to release a lodg- 
ing house, having had a treaty about it but finding it since our last talk 
engaged, no explanation on that hand was needful. From thence to 
Auction at No. 20 Snow hill, bought a Bureau table for lodging 
chamber, there being no closet nor case of drawers, nor any conven- 
ience for holding; Landlady to take it off hand at departure if she 
should prove true to her word, but chance is against me. People in this 
line, here, have no other motive, consideration or rule of conduct but 
interest. Words are but air, light and easily dispensed with, but former 
is fixed tightly and indispensibly true to itself. Eve at Free Mason’s 
Lodgings. 


14. Morn foggy and dark, Meridian clearish, air mild and pleasant. 
At Auction No. 20 Snow hill. By invitation walkt to Brother Rosia’s 
in little Puttney street, promised to be introduced to a F.M. school of 
instruction being himself engaged abroad. Took his directions and 
proceeded by myself to a Brother Easts at whose house in Princess 
street near Soho square where I met 5 of Brotherhood, receiving more 
light and instruction than in 20 regular Lodges, proposing hereafter 
since my easy introduction to continue here till I shall become an 
adept. Brothers present: Brother East, Brother Moody, Brother Sey- 
mour and 2 whose names I recollect not, the middle named Brother, 
the most perfect than any I’ve yet met with; by his invitation [ am to 
go to Blue Boars head Lodge in great Russell street, Bloomsbury, 
where he presides as Master. He promises me there perfect lectures. 
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By his friendly assistance I may in concurrence with my own en- 
deavours, without which nothing here is to be obtained, | mean on 
earth, make a laudable proficiency. Returned home alone in a fine Eve 
between 10 and 11. This day Mr. Browne called on me twice after 
having been a fortnight in town, was absent. p.M. and Evening within. 


15. Morn dark, dull and foggy. Air very mild streets clean as in 
midsummer, walkt to Mr. B.’s lodgings after a deal of pains, at length 
explored, he out. Proceeded onward to Brompton but my visit to Mr. 
A.S. equally unsuccessful, latter gone to Bristol with young Cabot. In 
my walk met Thomas Hutchinson not seen 4 years since. P.M. walk 
to Lottery office, found 3 blanks. Eve at home. Mr. Dalglish and 
Young and myself made a party at 3 handed Whist, and after with 
more Company at Loo. 


16. Foggy and therefore dark morn, air mild. Fire in my lodging 
room, overlooking and packing my effects in order to remove next 
Monday. A circuits walk to Lottery office, received 1/1 premium of 
purchase. At Aldersgate Coffee House, drank coffee, read news. 


17. Air mild, sky dusky. Sun dimmed and clear, wind N.W. Sun- 
day, at usual place of worship, Mr. Lindsay preached, text “J have 
fought a good fight; Pve finished my course; ve kept the faith.” P.M. 
same place, same preacher, text “And I say unto Thee Thou Art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church.” Accompanied by 
John Parkhouse I attended at famous Henries chappel of ease, St. 
Johns square; he preached from: “When a few years are come, then 
shall I go the way whence I shall not return.’ An animated style, 
oratorical delivery, his audience crouded and respectable. Met Mr. 
Jarvis whose ordination at Limson I saw at or with his Brother, who 
were both introduced into Sacerdotal character at same time and 
same persons by. In my sitting pew at Mr. Lindsay’s chappell this day 
had a short tete a tete, we recognizing each other; desired by him to be 
remembered in my next letter to Mr. Smith Sidmouth. This young 
gentleman is Latin and Greek instructor to Lord Mountmorris now 
only son of Lord Sherburne. 


18. Morn dusky, air mild, wind S.W. a.m. received an invitation 
letter from Mr. Browne to a tomorrow’s breakfast. A Meridian walk 
to do business, p.m. at Coffee House, Evening at Blue Boars head 
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lodge, Brother Moody Master, went through 2 degrees, sadly dis- 
appointed respecting the perfection of working, very far below 
laudable, tis but candid to presume best Masters were absent. Brother 
M [oody] shines the more eminently by contrasting his perfect knowl- 
edge with his brethren’s scanty line. Suppt on a boiled 4 of mutton 
and turnips, 5 brethren only, myself inclusive, present. A foreigner 
preferred a petition for supply, and was obstinately and indecently 
troublesome, exhibiting but a pitiful proof of a Free Mason character. 
Referred to grand lodge, pretending an instant supply necessary, 
could not be prevailed with to depart without menaces from Brethren, 
and reproaches on his part. Returned home with a Smithfield brother 
at It. 


19. Air sharp at N. Rose early, as by yesterdays promise to Mr. B., 
breakfasted with, abode 2 hours together with him. From thence to 
visit Mr. R. Clarke, being gone on airing on horseback, as his daily 
custom is in fore part of a.M. Left compliments, concluding to revisit. 
We returned to his lodgings, passing 2 hours more and then departed 
for Mr. R. C[larkes] home in Leister square. Found him at home, 
after some time invited into picture room, wherein were 2 Exhibition 
pictures, Brooke Watsons wonderful deliverance from a great shark 
who had twice seized him and possessed one leg which he had bit off, 
the other picture Copeley’s own family containing 6 persons, himself, 
wife, 3 children and Mr. Clarke his father in law. Here is also a large 
picture being representation of House of Lords when Lord Chatham 
in heighth of his patriotic Zeal was seized with a fit which proved 
deadly, the picture represents the moment of his being raised from 
floor on which he had fallen and was lying in the arms and lap of Duke 
of Cumberland, his son in law, own son &c. Number of Lords 60 in 
their dresses, attitudes &c. as they then stood or as painter fancyed 
they might. Faces taken and looking from life as they successively sat 
for this express purpose. ’Tis to be engraved for a print agreeable to 
proposals and delivered next August 12 months at 3 guineas for each 
print. Mrs. Hay’s appeared in view so very like that the first glance 
announced for whom it was intended. After amusing ourselves for 
some time took leave and at door separated each going off as reasons 
severally required, mutually wishing each other good speed. Return- 
ing to Holborn took a coach from Strand, and being conveyed to my 
old lodgings or rather present for I’m not yet gone, took off bag and 
baggage and shaking hands with family present bid Godbwye. Re- 


702 December 17 80 LONDON 


ceived an invitation to call on them, in my intention. Lodged effects in 
now present lodging house No. 1o Furnivals Inn Court at a Mrs. 
Longbottom, bargain on their side house room, bed, bedding, furni- 
ture needful to dress breakfast and supper, boil tea kettle, maid serv- 
ant’s attendance indoors and to go of errands, necessarys of table 
when dine at home. Appearances are fair for enjoyment here, experi- 
ence manifold has taught me not to rely on them, nor shall I presume 
a verdict till supported by issue at departure. Allowance on [my] 
part 7/ a week. 


20. Night exceeding extream cold, morn dark, at times a cold drisle. 
A.M. walk to do a little business, passed till 7 o’clock Eve in examining 
effects, determined to make a complete catalogue or list or inventory. 
Interrupted by arrival of William Jackson, lodged at No. 5 our Court, 
stayed till 10 o’clock and played at backgammon. 


21. Night, last, fell a considerable snow, air now very cold. ’Tis 
said more has fallen than has been known to be on ground at once or 
in same space of time falling, than for many years past. Wind for 3 
days at N. Within all day, at 8 o’clock just finished packing and ar- 
ranging, and finished catalogue. Dined this day on Pease soup, as 
yesterday fetched from Owens Coffee House, opposite our Court. 
Room conveniently large, and time my own, free from interruption, 
both in former lodgings wanting. In other respects beyond any house 
in London, Landlady excellent tempered, humorous, of a social and 
generous disposition, free from that Knavish and dishonest craft that 
too justly characterizes people of lodging and boarding house pro- 
fessions, and a table an Epicure wouldn’t or couldn’t reasonably con- 
demn, she being an excellent cook. Nothing on her part wanting to 
furnish with best kinds, great variety and abounding plenty. 

Here follows inventory of Effects, thinking them better here than 
on loose paper: 

Brown suit, superior fine cloth 

Drab cord coat and breeches 

Pair drab cord breeches, 2d cloth 

Black Florentine silk Waistcoat and breeches 

Pair black Satin Breeches 

Green and black striped silk Waistcoat 

A red and green ditto 

Brown long piled silk Velvet Ditto 
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2 fine white cotton ditto 

Pair black worsted florant breeches 

Pair black double pair stuff ditto 

Pair best black silk knit ditto 

A blue baize gown 

A ditto thick jacket 

Drab sourtout brought from home 

Dark brown sourtout 

Two white flannel underwaist coats faced with silk 
A pair White baize sleeves 

Bundle red and white baize 

Bundle ditto tied by old garters 

bundle green baize, 3 yards 

3 pair garters 

7 pair mottled silk stockins 

3 pair white ditto 

2 pair black and blue striped ditto 

1 pair speckled blue ditto 

I pair purple white speckled 

4 pair black ditto 

4 pair black spun silk stockins 

1 pair dark, mottled ditto 

3 pair black and white silk and worsted 

2 pair brown ditto 

7 pair fine thread and cotton ditto, white 

4 pair fine thread ditto 

5 pair worsted understockins 

8 pair coarse thread ditto 

4 pair finer ditto 

23 fine irish linnen shirts 

9 Cotton and linnen winter ditto 
20 Cambric muslin stocks 

3 narrow coarse ditto 

13 Cambric muslin cravats 

1 pair ruffled 

3 i plain \ batty cults all brought 
a single ruffled ditto from home 
2 pair fine irish linnen sleeves 

4 linnen night caps, from home 

2 cotton ditto 
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Role of fine irish linnen for Wimple 
fine linnen pillow from 
a pair coarse sheets home 
a shaving cloth 

Pair worsted kitty cuffs 

4 pair linnen drawers 

3 pair Leathern ditto 

1 pair Flannell ditto 

Specklt claret India handkerchief 

2 red, cross barred ditto 

3 claret specklt spitalf’ds 

1 Drab cord ditto 

1 light brown silk and cotton ditto 

2 white linnen specklt with red 

3 Coarse dark brown linnen handkerchiefs 
3 pair silk gloves, nothing worth 

I pair ditto, fine 

1 black ditto 

1 pair thread thin 

2 old brown Wiggs 

1 Grizzel ditto 

1 brown ditto, quite new 

An egg box for travelling 

A Velvet cap 

A hat cachet 

A ditto round 

3 pair shoes 

2 pair new ditto 

1 pair old black slippers, house 

1 pair Boots 

2 long haired shoe brushes 

2 short ditto 

1 Buckler ditto 

1 Wigcomb 

1 buckling ditto 

1 squared cornered ditto 

2 Coat brushes 

A stock ditto 

2 pair Scissors 


Tooth brush with sponge 
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Two ¥Y% lb. Canisters 

A bottle soy 

Box containing apparatus for marking linnen 
A burnished Corkscrew 

A Tin nutmeg grater, home 

Ivory egg ditto 

Steel nail cutter, home 

A large pocket Knife 

A cribbage box 

A Backgammon table from [7 word] 

A steel double bowed specs and case 

2 pair silver ditto 

I pair ditto 

1 pair Nose ditto and case 

A 4 fourfold ruler, 2 feet 

A small brass pocket compass 

A case containing 1 dozen silver hand tableknives and forks 
A double ruler brass mounted 

65 mother pearl Quad : fish, cost 5/ only 
A beautiful Clouded Rattan Cane 

1 Ditto double joint, both have strings 

1 box antique coins 

A Guinea trier 

A touchstone 

Paper 2 piece spunge 

2 small painter’s tools 

Tin small spoon for mixing oil &c. 

A paper cloves 

3 pieces french chalk 

Paper sticking plaister 

A cribbage box 

4 packs, 2d hand cards 

4 parcels message and compliment cards 
I pair mail strapps 

1 switch horse whip 

Box Erings bought at Colchester 

Paper of matches 

Card for trunk 

An 8 square small smelling bottle 
Wooden box for a watch 
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Movement of old gold watch set in yellow metal and reduced 

An handsome steel chain, catch ditto, a wedgewood seal, initials of 
my name 

A pocket ink case, glass broke 

A black fish skin ink case 

Pen case with 50 pens 

2 boxes irish wafers 

Sand box and black sand therein 

A pounce box, well filled 

1 dozen sticks best red sealing wax 

A double penknife, mother of Pearl 

1 round side turtle shell ditto 

A double turtle shell ditto 

A pencil case of stained red bone bought of Skipper on Dee, Bir- 
mingham Canal 

Soap box and brush for shaving 

A razor belonging to W.L. Salem 

An old Constantinople strop, so called, possessed 40 years 

Sundry pieces old Castile soap 

A case with 2 rasors and a strop 

A pair of Venetian ditto to use with 

A pair fashionable large silver shoe buckles 

A pair stone knee ditto 

A yellow stock buckle 

1 pair gold sleeve buttons, my Wife’s 

A red purse and very little cash 

A container of 20 half crowns 

A cornelian seal set in silver 

A Tunbridge manufactured snuff box given me by H. Hughes 

2 or 3 pair black lead pencils, brass tops 

A Derbyshire sparr Sugar dish, ditto milk pot, marbled egg, bought 
at Matlock in a box 

A pair Salts bought at Peak 

A small snuff box, since broke 

An oval box containing a pot of Lady Molineaux paste, 3 C’black- 
ing, 1 bottle [7 word] Case tooth picks, old rasor, wig spring, 
pallom Velvet, paper Ivory black alphabet marking letters, India 
rubber [2 words], H. Th. Glastonbury 

A box about 7 x 9, seal, silver cut at Bristol, and Barnes of London, 
old silver seal, lign. vita handle retouched by Milton, wife’s desir- 
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ing to be returned to her relations, 2 pair silver knee buckles, 1 
pair shoe ditto papier marchee, Italian tooth picks, a piece of 
[offheise? | chalk, 3 or 4 pair brass buttons, Lowestoft medal, 
Pocket Almanack 1775, 3 [7 word| 

A box size of above, various stones and petrifactions. 

In a bag, 2 cakes patent blacking, box ligree pills, Pectoral lozenges, 
ditto cornsalve, glasses magnifier, ointment for piles, cream of 
Tartar. 

A bag containing 2 forebodys of waistkoats, paper pomegranate 
seed, Top ink case had 45 years Ben Pickman broke 

Books: Memo, it repents me of the purchase. All mankind are mad 
about some pursuit or other. Mine is book madness. 

Annual Register from ’58 to ’65 Inclusive 

Fine ditto from’75 to’78 inclusive 

Sp. Laws, Mr. Timmins brought from Boston 

Ostervald’s bible 2 vols. 8vo 

Doctor Middleton’s Enquiry into Miraculous Powers 

Kings history Apostles Creed 8vo 

Emlyns tracts 2 vols. 8vo 

Hoadly on Sacrament 8vo 

Moyle on thundering Legion ditto 

Hatton Merchant Magazine 

Law quibbles 

Italian grammer 

Principles of designing 

British poets, select pieces 

Collection best modern poems 

Kings Enquiry into constitution, discipline &c. of Ancient Church 

Durham’s astrotheology 

Phaedon, Plato’s Immortality &c. 

Cambrays Dialogues of dead, 2 vols. 

Pyramido graphia 

G [illegible | natural and philosophical observations 

Form prayer for D.C. at Salisbury 

Collection of hymns to accompany them 

Guardian 2 Vols. 

Mem Techer [? ] new edition at Exeter 

Compendium New Testament, John L[zlegible] 

Every man his own broker 

D [illegible | Poems translated and [7 word] 2V. 
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Reformed Liturgy of Lindsey 
Greek and Vulgate of New Testament 2 Vols 
Valor Beneficiorum 
Clergyman’s Vademecum 2d part 
Welsh grammer 
Greek particles, English 
Ditto grammer construed 
Epigramata Solesta 
Hermit, or Rule by Self 
Bible for pocket 2 vols. 
Biblos [3 words | 
Court Register for 1776, comparison to Register 
Toulmins life on Socinus 
Fragment on government 
Academy of play 
Ambulator 
L. Cornaro on his long life 
Boza latin testament 
[dlegible | tatio ditto 16 mo. 
Greek ditto Elzivir 
Compleat guide 
Epigrams of Martial, translated, immitated, adapted. 
Lord Chesterfields advice to son 
[ 2 ile gible initials | view of internal Evidence of [word omitted | 
‘Thompsons Seasons 
Tablet memory 
Tim Bobbins view of Lancashire dialect 
Letters to Philosophical unbeliever 
Welsh Dictionary 
The following are pamphlets 
Black list 
[2 words | 
Sketches of Nature 
Dialogue 3 concerning Liberty 
Sermons at Mr. Smith’s Ordination 
Songs, Duettes and trios in D [illegible | 
Analysis of Course of lectures in natural and experimental Philos- 
ophy 
Descriptions mathematical Instruments 
Analysis on Sublime 
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Consultation, a mock heroic poem 

B[3 words | 

Scaliola or plaister cutts 

Society for promoting Christian knowledge 

Price on natural and civil liberty 

Account of Meeting at York 

Declaration of representatives of United Colonies sent me from 
Philadelphia 

Description of &c. at Wilton House 

Description of Kings College Cambridge 

Catalogue of Coins, medals received at Langford auction 

Ditto of pictures at Exhibition of Institute Society of Artists of 
Great Britain 1776 and 1777 

Exhibition of the Academy 1778, 1779 

Constitution, Society received at St. Pauls 1776 

Exmoor S [illegible |, Cornish, N. Devon dialect 

Calm address by J. Westly 

Cool reply to Calm address 

Observations on liberty J.W. 

Letter to J. Westly on his Calm Address 

Account of rise and progress of American War 

Shopkeepers and tradesmen’s assistant 

Smithsons [7 word] of roads 

Observations on natural and civil Liberty, Dr. Price 

Narrative of Eb. Punderson, gift to me 

Doctor Priestley’s Catchecism for Children 

Forms prayer for past 1778-1779 

Rules for Exeter Library 

American Repository 

Mem. Tech. Manuscript 

Magdalen College hymns 

Artist Assistant in drawing 

Proceedings for Society for Christian 

Descriptive Inventory 

Priestley’s appeal to [2 words] 

Description of St. Paul’s Cathedral 

Fathers legacy to his Dauters 

J. Jaque D & Z Mechanism 

New Oxford guide 

New Bath ditto 
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Hackney Coach guide 

Bowles new travelling map 

Pocket map of London 

Wildes and Hopkins papers relating to 
Political sheets 

File tradesmen Advertisements 

Songs Poetry wrote and imprint 
Doctor of Devine Influence by Doctor Priestley 
7 Manufacturing Journals 

3 ditto Letters 

Scraps of Newspaper Articles 

Three pocket almanacs 

1 large file letters received since 

A File of transcripts 

A File of accounts and receipts 

An Expence book filled 

Journal, now filling 

Letter book ditto 

Miscellaneous papers unsorted 


22. Very sharp air, wind Nly. Streets extream dirty. A small 
shower softning mud makes them as slippery as grease, so that walking 
on flat pavement is without care hazardous to the limbs of the unwary 
walker. Dined at Spring Garden Coffee house. At 5 adjourned to 
New England Coffee House and drank coffee and read news. At 8 
proceeded to Crown Tavern Lodge, attended at a making, supped, 
leaving Lodge. 


23. Weather and wind as yesterday, spent this day in copying list 
of effects into this book finisht at 3 o’clock. p.m. walkt to Samuel 
Toulmins, read news and returned home, urged to tea, declined, hav- 
ing invited Mr. Jackson but was disappointed. S. S[parhawk] called 
to let me know he had received letter for New England so late as 19 
October. My connexions are forgetful and neglectful, in me is verified 
out of sight, out of mind. I have however some supports, not derived 
from them. 


24. Cold sharp air, clear, wind N. Sunday, at usual place of wor- 
ship. Mr. Lindsay preached, text, “And I will dwell among the chil- 
dren of Israel and will be their God.” Returned home and dined. P.M. 
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same place and preacher, text. “Jt seemed good to me also, having 
had perfect understanding of all things &c.” Passed evening at a 
Lodge at Brother Fraziers Basinghall street, present himself, Brother 
Barnes, Mr. Brother Richardson senior warden, Brothers Baker, 
McCall, Jordan and myself, opened before my meal, supt and paid o. 
Returned home at 11, found our Landlady preparing against Christ- 
mas following day. 


25. Cold raw air, morn dark. At my usual place of worship, Mr. 
Lindsay preached, text, “And there were in same Country Shep- 
hards &c.” Air in returning home extream sharp, streets extream 
muddy. Dined at old late lodgings Mr. Councills, drank tea, passed 
evening at quadrille. 


26. Air raw and sharp. Engaged a new Tonsor, late one living too 
far distant to be convenient to him; a couple of hours on Change. 
Dined at Bartholomew Lane Lamb Chop house. Remainder of P.M. 
and evening at home. Wrote to my friend Mr. Smith of Sidmouth. 
Received a friendly one from another worthy friend Mr. Bretland. 
At Mr. Peeters, he better employed, I hope, then receiving a visitor 
being officially at Church, St. Andrews day.* 


27. Morn cloudy, air sharp, wind N.E. 


28. Morn dusky, air raw and sharp, wind N. This is my birthday, 
allowing for difference occasioned by altering the stile, was in Roman 
times the first day of Saturnalia or feast celebrated in remembrance of 
Saturn, the appellative for dulness, and in Chymic Language Lead. 
This day I have compleated a circle of 64 years, but to how little moral 
advantage it humiliates me to think. May the short remainder of my 
probationary state be markt with brighter lines, and the review of the 
interval the present and last hour of my rational life, when that awful 
and important hour shall arrive, yield me a comfort, that the retro- 
spect of the past cannot afford. Being in Furnivals Inn Coffee House 
Mr. Peeters and a Methodist Parson entered, joyning the Company 
and conversing in short time, at separating received invitation from 
former to repeat visits which I promised in case of reciprocity. Dined 


3. A note to Cabot urging him to return the correspondence about the “darkness in 
New England.” He also wrote to Isaac Smith telling him of his address in London, 
saying that he had made a few “freemason connexions” in order to “vary a too 
tediously uniform state of existence,” and adding a few personal comments. 
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at Cannon Coffee House on Pease Soup. p.M. a round about ramble 
and called on Heron to give last directions about new wigg he is to 
make. Remainder of p.m. and Eve at home. 


29. Morn foggy, air mild, wind S.E. Paid a morning visit to Mrs. 
Greene, Joseph’s widow for first time since the melancholy event. 
She seems greatly opprest with grief, that I dare say, is real, and prest 
with earnestness to a frequency of visiting. Continued to Lottery 
offices, settled accounts, even as I presumed, a losing game. ”Tis not, 
I find, for me to expect success in this way, as repeated trials convince 
me, however no just matter of complaint. Confessedly this traffic is a 
disadvantageous chance to adventurer, and those who cant bear or 
repulse or frown with temper ought by no means to expose them- 
selves to hazard of a disappointment. P.M. and evening at home. 


30. Morn foggy, air still mild. a.m. within. Dined at home, drank 
coffee and read papers in New England Coffee House. Paid an un- 
successful visit to Brother Frazier. Returned home and there abode. 


31. Morn dark, air moderate, wind N.W. Sunday, at Rolls Chap- 
pel, Congregation just two dozen. Reader a Mr. Wilton, Preacher 
text. “But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly &c.” Dined at 

home. p.m. Essex house church. Mr. Lindsay preached, text. “For 
the grave cannot praise Thee; the grave cannot celebrate Thee &c.” 
Mrs. and Miss Landladys drank tea, latter staid evening in my room. 


Dismissed and paid W [eeks board]. 


1781 


January 1, 1781. This is first day of New Year, may it please God 
to crown the endeavours of good men to bring about that desirable 
event, peace and quietness among the contending powers before an- 
other revolution, annual, to the honour and safety of all concerned. 
Dined at Owens Coffee House, from thence home. 


2. Morn fair and clear, air lively, bracing and pleasant, wind N.W. 
A.M. Walk, dined at Barley Mow Salisbury Court. Met LS., a minutes 
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talk with him, after meeting Harrison Gray, of capture of Vessell, 
S. Conant sailed from Holland in, was carried into Cork, by which 
measure my remittance to my wife and 8 or ro letters to different 
friends are, if my orders are complied with, gone down into the 
Abyss. Went to New York Coffee House’ to get information of first 
Vessell bound to Halifax in order to send a letter to my wife under 
Doctor Prince’s address. 


3. Morn uncommonly clear and fair, air brisk and agreeable, some- 
what biting at N.S. I know not wether the mercantile part of Nation 
consider ought but present object, view of gain by privateering, 
always successful at commencement of a war, if ever; Ships of 
Enemy being generally unprepared for defence fall an easy prey. 
They therefore seem pleased with spirited declaration of Soverein, 
if it maybe called of war, letters marque and reprized are offered, 
but the additional weight to that of France, Spain and America al- 
ready on our hands, the successful issue of which we seem to have but 
too just cause to despair of, calls for united bravery, intrepidity and 
efforts that this nation has, in times of like imminent danger exerted, 
and by divine favour, to unexpected success. May we still experience 
the same kind and favourable interposition; and make more grateful 
returns. Meridian walk, dined in Salisbury Court. S. S[parhawk] 
drank tea with me, and told me of Mr. B[rowne,] my Townsman, his 
advancement to Governorship of Bermuda, an unexpected elevation, 
and I doubt not, happy to himself, incumbered, as he is with a wife 
and 3 Children, and probably in a way of increasing in number. Passed 
evening with Landlady and her Company below, at Whist and supt. 
A Mr. and Mrs. Clapham favoured us with merry songs. 


4. Frost preceding night, air sharp and dry, wind Wly. Dined at 
Owen’s Coffee House, drank tea at Mr. Jacksons, passed evening, 
took leave wishing him a good journey to Shefheld whither he’s 
bound with our Inhabitant their Companion. Frosty night. 


5. Morn sharp, Meridian Thaw. Dined abroad. p.m. absent from 12 
till 8 o’clock. Visited Mr. Peeters, a countryman added to Company. 
Eve at Brother Frazier’s, a Free Mason conversation with him. 3 per- 
sons during absence called on me. 


1. New York Coffee House, probably in Sweeting’s Rents, No. 908 in Lillywhite, 
Coffee Houses. 
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6. Air raw, cloudy, unpleasant all day, wind N.W. Denifnoc yb 
headach. Visited by Mr. Peeters and Mr. Erving, latter invited me to 
his lodgings Charlotte street Islington. Doctor Gapper co-lodger 


at Mr. C. with me called and drank tea. Head ach detaba. S. S[par- 
hawk] paid along Evenings visit. 


7. Air raw, cloudy, wind N.W. Sunday, at usual place of worship. 
Communion day. Mr. Lindsey preached, text, “Which show the 
work of the Law written in their hearts &c.” Doctor Calder a late 
dissenting preacher, a fellow worshipper and pew fellow. [2 words| 
P.M. preaching at poor Jewry Meeting House, since promoted and 
become a Methodist haranguing rostrum. Memo: The concluding ex- 
pression in Mr. Lindsay’s composed or bidding prayer before sermon 
is following: [2 lines blank in manuscript] after is “To Thee, O 
Father who art the only living and true God be praise, thanksgiving 
and an increasing obedience by us and all thy rational creatures both 
now and forever Amen.” Last sentence in his sermon “Now unto 
God be glory and praise in all things. Amen.” The only at service 
ending is “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the 
Father, and the communion of the holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.” 
P.M. at same place and preacher same, text, “For my flesh is meat 


indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.” 


8. Fine clear day, sharp bracing air. Within till p.m. Wrote to Mr. 
Bretland, Exeter.* Dined at Salisbury Court Eating House till 11 


2. A five-page letter to Joseph Bretland should close for us further detail of the 
Dark Day. Curwen quoted two newspaper accounts of the event. The first account 
was in a letter from an episcopal clergyman driven from New England to Nova 
Scotia, the second from “an Halifax journal reprinted from a Boston paper.” Curwen 
quoted the first as follows: “Three men have just arrived from Salem in New England 
and upon examination before Col. Banbridge agree in relating the following incident: 
On friday the 19th of May, the inhabitants of those regions were thrown into the 
utmost consternation and terror. After a clear and pleasant morning, about 9 o’clock, 
a sudden darkness began to obscure the land of freedom. A bloody colour diffused 
itself over all the sky, which presently changed into an horrible darkness, and ex- 
cluded the Sun from human view. At this dismal appearance the seamen were greatly 
horrified, and predicted the approach of a furious hurricane; with this persuasion 
they endeavored to secure their vessells, by mooring them to the wharves, and re- 
moving them into other places of safety; however to their inexpressible surprise a 
profound stillness reigned through the elements during the whole solemnity of this 
amazing phenominon. An Egyptian darkness gradually increased till 12 o’clock, and 
continued without abatement for the space of 3 hours; when the sullen shades began 
to disperse and before Evening the heavens reassumed their former brightness and 
the people were rejoyed to behold the Sun in all its wonted glory. The darkness 
was so profound, that candles were lighted up in the houses, and shined into the 
streets with the same splendor as in a cloudy moonless night. These men affirm that 
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it was impossible to discern between a Negro and a white man, and the fowls, and 
other domestic animals repaired to rest, and welcomed the returning light as usual 
in the morning. It is remarkable, that during the continuance of this obscurity, there 
was not a breath of wind, nor rain, thunder nor lightning, nor even fog, cloud, or 
smoke. In the evening a second darkness overspread the face of nature, and the moon 
being nearly at the full, not a single ray of light could be discerned. Several objects, 
such as white Handkers &c. were displayed abroad for experiment, but remained 
invisible to the most penetrating eye.” 

The extract from the Halifax journal was a little more illuminating: “Boston June 
1. To the public: On friday May 19, 1780 at 6 o’clock in the morning at Pepperrell, 
the peals of thunder were loud and frequent, attended with heavy rain. At 7 the rain 
and thunder had ceased but the sky continued cloudy. Between 9 and ro the clouds 
were observed to thicken, and to receive continual reinforcements from the low 
land. Before 10, the darkness had sensibly increased, till it became difficult to read an 
almanack in a room with 2 windows. At 11 o’clock candles were lighted at Groton, 
and at % past 11 the darkness was so great in the Meeting House where a court was 
then sitting, that it was difficult to distinguish countenances at the smallest distance, 
notwithstanding the great number of windows in such buildings. A 12 the darkness 
was greatest, and a little rain fell. In the street the appearance was like the beginning 
of evening, as candles were seen burning in all the houses. The clouds were thinner 
at the N. which excited the idea of an Aurora borealis. At the N.E. the clouds were 
very thick, and so low that the hills could not be seen at the distance of % mile, 
S.Wly. hills could be seen at the distance of 20 miles, but the intermediate space 
was so shaded, that it was impossible to distinguish woodland from pasture. at % 
past 12, the clouds having hitherto detached, began to embody at such a height, that 
all the hills became visible, and the country round exhibited a most beautiful verdure. 
At 1 the clouds became uniformly spread, and it was not darker than is usual in a 
cloudy day. The same weather continued through the whole pP.m., except that the 
Sun was seen for a few minutes at Acton about 3 o’clock. At 8 in the evening the 
darkness was so great as to render travelling impractical, although the moon rose 
nearly full about g it did not afford light enough to distinguish between the heavens 
and the earth. The detached appearance of the clouds in the a.m. is alone sufficient 
to account for the darkness; for as soon as the clouds had spread uniformly over the 
heavens, there was no remarkable deficiency of light. If any one chooses to make an 
experiment for himself, let him take a few panes of glass and place them at a [1 
word] distant from each other in such a manner that the Sun may shine through 
them all. In this case he will find that the rays of light are much more obstructed 
than they will be in passing through a single glass equal in thickness to all the others. 
The reason is obvious, the reflection of light is from the surfaces of transparent 
bodies, and not from their interior parts. Various suppositions have been made 
respecting this subject. Some have supposed that the earth was passing through the 
tail of a comet: to this it is a sufficient answer that starrs are visible through the tails 
of a comet; it is therefore impossible that this cause could obscure the lustre of the 
Sun. A writer has appeared under the signature of Viator, in the independent 
Chronicle of May 25, who asserts that upon examining the rain water in tubbs ‘T 
found a light scum over it, which on rubbing between my thumb and fingers, I found 
to be nothing but burnt ashes of burnt leaves. The water yielded the same strong 
smell, which we had observed in the air, and confirmed my opinion, that this smell 
mentioned above, was occasioned by the smoke of very small particles of burnt 
leaves which had obscured the hemisphere for several days past, and were now 
brought down by rain. I believe it is the 1st time that it ever came within the compass 
of human imagination to suppose that the haziness of the sky in warm weather was 
occasioned by ashes being lodged in it which needed the assistance of rain to bring 
them down.’ Just as probable is the theory which accounted for the darkness from 
this circumstance that the Sun and Jupiter were then in quartile aspect. More plausi- 
ble but not more just, was the opinion of a gentleman of learning, who supposed that 
the nucleus of a Comet intervened between the earth and the Sun and occasioned a 
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o’clock. Eve at new constituted lodge at Basinghall street, White 
bear,* Brother Frazier’s, making the [7 word]. 4 proposed to be admit- 
ted as Brothers, number present 28, including visiting Brother. Memo: 
carelessly leaving a small Tunbridge made snuff box on table scarcely 
¥, minute, on return, twas lifted, proclamation being made through 
Company all denied the theft. Wretched proof of or rather proof 
this of the wretched unsoundness of some one brother’s professors 
heart. Take the members of Church militant on earth there are, 
amongst, a mixture of tares and wheat, and thus probably twill be to 
the end of the world. This is 2d instance of theiving from me in this 
society, whose principal and fundamental doctrine is brotherly love, 
relief and truth, I would fain hope there are but few so unworthy the 
name. 


g. Air piercing. Within till past 5 o’clock, writing to Mr. Smith of 
Sidmouth.* Mr. Dalglish called on me, drank tea, passed evening with 
him at Covent Garden Theater. Comedy Buisy Lady, Entertainment 
the tasty performance Freemason procession. Scenery pompous, for- 
mer part to my taste unpleasing. Harlequin in Dumb Show. Why he is 
said to be a free mason I cant divine, unless investing him with a 
square, one of the badges, suspended by a ribbon and hanging round 
his neck, so constitutes him which is the most compendious mode 
of making I ever saw before. The skipping and hopping about of an 
antic dressed out in a merry andrews coat, his face covered with black 
crape and a wooden sword by his side, put on for the purpose of 
showing how ready he is at drawing it forth to slap his brother antics 
on face shoulders &c. and to show the wonders of its transforming 
power in converting trunks, dogs, chests into watch boxes, arbours, 
chimney pieces &c. &c., his principal action or aim being to make 
false eclipse. There are various phenomena which by no means correspond with this 
opinion ... Peripatetick.” 

Curwen commented: “I fancy this writer is a disciple of pyrho’s and might more 
justly adopt the signature of Sceptic, since he denies and refutes everything, but 
attempts to establish nothing.” [See “Dr. Tenney’s Letter on the Dark Day, May 109, 
1780,” MHS, Colls., 1st ser., I (1792, repr. 1806) :95.] 

3. White Bear Tavern & Coffee House, 32 Basinghall Street, used for Masonic 
meetings by various lodges, No. 1512 in Lillywhite, Coffee Houses. 

4. Curwen wrote Isaac Smith that “by Loyds books, more than 300 Dutch mer- 
chant ships are now safely moored in our Ports, and more than 3000 Sailors. I wish, 
for the punishment of those trading Gentry that the number was tenfold greater .. . 
We were alarmed at the report that Guernsey had been seized by Mons[illegible] 
thic Frogs leaping sudden and unexpectedly upon it, but last nights Extra Gazette 
relieved us from that anxiety, by acquainting us, that after the catching 500 of them 


and the destruction of a few they as suddenly disappeared leaping back again faster 
than they had leaped over.” 
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grimaces and wry faces at his favorite Columbine, who by the way 1s 
a fine blooming girl, and made to be deeply in love with a fantastic 
ape without one probable reason for it. Her father and the servant 
are too ridiculous, both in dress and gesture characters, whose grim- 
aces and whole action are on a line with the lowest contempt. These 
species of pantomine seems at present greatly in vogue, to arraign 
the taste is perhaps conceited, but this remark will not come to light, 
if ever, till I dare say, twill be as much despised, as tis now relished, 
especially by the more enlightened class, for as to the lower, they ever 
were and ever will be too gross for any entertainment above lowest 
humour. I am, I confess, so totally void of all relish for such discus- 
sions that I cannot forbear condemning it and considering it as a 
proof among many others of the depravity and futility of this present 
day. I would fain call it [un? | popular but too many of box spectators 
seem to enjoy it and join the galleries. I cant however but believe 
all sensibles do disapprove of these shows as unworthy, but dare not 
openly express their opinion. The Comedy was excellent, and well 
performed, and much exceeds in point of wit, plot &c., the, to me, 
flattish, sentimental compositions of present day, with a few excep- 
tions. After the coxcombly silly Harlequin had skipped behind 
scenes, a most grand procession began preceded by a standard of 
light red colour, the ground of all the following ones. First contained 
a scrawl whereon was painted in large golden letters ENOCH the 
first Grand Master, his representative following accompanied by 
two attendants. At a little interval appeared NIMROD, 2d Grand 
Master, with his representative, and 4 attendants, next was brought 
the front of Temple of Sun at Thebes, after the Great Pyramid of 
Egypt and Sphynx. Then front of Temple at Jerusalem built by 
King Solomon, who Pharoah’s two dauters next followed, attended 
by their Egyptian and Jewish female and male servants, the High 
Priest properly habited, holding a pot of incense in his hand, breast 
plate and other insignia on, closing with a long train of attendants and 
servants in rear. Next, Front of Pantheon at Rome, the founder or 
repairer, for tis uncertain which, M. Agrippa’s name in a list under 
the Capitals, then Temple of Jerusalem builded by Herod, and 
destroyed by Vespasian, represented as in Flames. Next William the 
Conqueror, behind or before whom, for I don’t remember, was car- 
ried a perspective view of the Tower of London, it built by him. 
Then Edward 3d accompanied by his son clothed in black armour, 
from thence denominated Black Prince, giving liberty and taking the 
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chains off the legs of 2 Captive Kings, namely John of France, and 
James 2d of Scotland, at the instance of his said son, followed by a 
train of attendants. The front of St. Peters at Rome, then succeeded, 
Julian 2d having in his hand a Crosier, and on his head triple Crown, 
alluding to his regal authority respecting H[eaven] E[arth] and 
H [ell]. He was attended by a train of ecclesiastic officers and servants 
and had the keys hanging to his girdle as Lord Chamberlain of the 
State rooms &c. in the upper regions, and goaler in the lower dun- 
geons, and like Jack Ketch who sometimes has a surplice of his own 
office triced on himself; twill be a wonder if some of the pontificall 
goalers when others succeed has not the keys of lower apartments 
turned on them. Next in order came Queen Elizabeth though not a 
Grand Master or even member of our ancient and honourable society 
yet a friend thereto, dressed out in royal robes, attended by state and 
domestic servants. Then followed Regina Jacobus, surrounded by 
his Court Sycophants, Front of Banquetting house, as it now stands, 
undefiled and undelapidated being built in his . Next came 
Guy Faux, in dress of the day, holding a dark lantern, alluding to 
Gunpowder plot of which he was principal Machinator. He was 
forcibly seized and dragged off. Next followed Inigo Jones, the re- 
storer of Greek and Roman taste and style of Architecture preceded 
by an ensign having his name in a scrowl with the letters D G W to 
be explained by a Mason. Then followed King Charles 2d and his 
attendants followed by Front of St. Pauls, the present noble struc- 
ture being founded in his reign and royally encouraged by him. At 
length appeared King William 3 and Queen Mary, the former holding 
a large sheet displayed, having in center the wordes in large charac- 
ters, THE BILL OF RIGHTS words that I wish could be indelibly 
imprest on the minds of Kings, Lords, Commoners, Courtiers, and 
anticourtiers and all ranks of People of this Island from highest to 
lowest nay even religiously worn as the religious jews did their 
phylacteries on their foreheads, on their breasts and on their wrists, 
that so they may never be neglected or forgotten, for on the practical 
remembrance of this short sentence depends the security of this un- 
parrelleld constitution which, I really fear is near its dissolution. May 
it please the great God of the World, if consistent with his wise 
designs respecting the future condition of mankind in this state and 
in this part of world that the fatal period be determined beyond my 
abode here, for I never expect to leave this Island till I shall leave 
earth, and I sincerely and earnestly pray, that the loss of English 
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liberty may not add one more species of trouble to those I now 
suffer. Next followed the representative of our noble Grand Master 
called in Masonry language, our right worshipful Grand Master, his 
Grace the Duke of Manchester, seated in a magnificent richly adorned 
Alcove, clothed in all the Jewells and regalia proper. Then came the 
Grand Arch, having an inscription in large characters ANCIENT 
MASONRY supported by two and accompanied by nine properly 
clothed. Next followed 2 large pillars carried, having on top of each 
a globe, on one the celestial on the other the terrestrial and on a list 
by which they were kept steady was inscribed MODERN MA- 
SONRY, attended as the other but more numerous, intimating the 
latter exceeds former in that respect. The last in the procession and 
the most grand and magnificent in appearance was King Solomon 
and Pharaoh’s Dauter, seated on a Throne of State, she on his left 
hand, over was a rich Canopy raised by six steps, on bottom stepps 
on each side stood two lions, guardant, between stood 2 young 
E-gyptain attendants dressed in white and on each side of the throne 
all the principal personages of whole procession ranged, all attended 
by their respective standard bearers, holding them out displayed, 
thereby making a grand, magnificent and glittering appearance. I 
should have observed, amongst them was the most respectable of the 
females, by whose pleasing voices, accompanying the mens a fine 
Chorus was sung, which being ended an universal shout of applause 
rang through the house, and the curtain dropt. Thus have I committed 
to paper a faint imperfect and confused relation of a most pompous 
and pleasing exhibition. Many circumstances has slipt my frail shat- 
tered memory, I dare say, through the short intervening space of 14 
hours, and once lost they are irrecoverably gone. Returned home 
past 10 o'clock. 


zo. A dark sullen sky, an extreamly sharp, cold and fresh wind at 
N.E., scarce even exceeded in our climate in point of bitterness. 
Abode within all day and glad to have a shelter, which many a poor 
wretch wants. I never felt stronger reasons for gratitude than this day. 
May the sense of it ever remain on my mind, for sure I am, it is a most 
pleasing sensation or feeling. Mrs. and Miss Landlady drank tea and 
passed evening with me at Cards. 


11, Extream sharp and windy, sky cloudy, dark and gloomy, wind 
N.E. Sent letters to Mr. Smith and Mr. Bretland, dined in Salisbury 
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Court, drank coffee at Brother Fraziers. Eve at Crown Tavern 
Lodge, saw a making, a lean performance, and I fancy imperfect. 
Returned home after 11.° 


12. Air raw and sour, wind N.E. Meridian, Mr. T. brought me a 
packet from Salem by way of St. Kitts containing a long letter from 
Doctor Holyoke, very pleasing therefore; other from R. Ward, 
contents distresses me. Whatever shall be the design of providence 
respecting me, may I submit with becoming resignation. Suovren 
head ach deniated em ta emoh tot die. Mr. Dalglish drank tea, passed 
eve at a game of Whist, Mrs. and Miss Landlady making the party.° 


73. Air cold raw and sour. 


14. Sunday, Mr. Barnes accompanied me to Essex house church, 
Mr. Lindsay preached, text “And the contention was so sharp be- 
tween them.” p.m. at same place and preacher, text forgotten. Mr. 
Dalglish accompanied me thither, returned and drank tea and passed 
evening with me. 


15. Cold piercing raw air, wind N.E. Dined abroad. Passed eve at 
Mr. Priddens, company Mrs. P., dauter Nancy and Mr. Dalglish. 
Played at Whist, supt, returned between 11 and 12. Colonel Erving 
and Mr. A.S. called on me at Meridian. 


16. Cold raw piercing air, dull dusky air, wind N.E. Visited Mr. 
Wiswall. Accompanied Mr. Dalglish at his desire to a visit at S. 
S[parhawk], he and wife out. Made a 2d unsuccessful one to Mr. 
Hughes, he was keeping his birthday at his sister Kutchin’s. Mr. 
Dalglish and I separating he proceeded to his acquaintances Mr. H. 
and I to Edinburgh Coffee House having his promise to meet me 
which he complied not with. From thence to my own Lodgings after 
2 hours detainure. 


5. To his wife, Curwen wrote that he had learned that Thomas Russell’s vessel 
which carried letters and clothing to her had been captured and taken into Cork as 
a prize. He also reported that “9 of the Refugees only to this time have died belonging 
to Massachusetts.” 

6. A note this day to his wife’s nephew Russell Wyer advised him to leave his 
present abode and “betake yourself to the naval or military line.” It was enclosed with 
one to his wife giving the first indication that his affairs in Salem were in trouble. 
“I have received intimations that have almost entirely deranged me.” The same day 
he wrote Richard Ward telling of his distress at what he had learned of his affairs 
and urging him to rely on the judgment of William Pynchon. To Pynchon he wrote 
urging him to give every assistance to Richard Ward but not indicating what the 
emergency was. 
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17. Morn dark and dull, air raw and sour, rainy. Meeting Mr. D. 
at Ordinary accompanied him from thence to his lodgings, and abode 
with him 2 hours. In going home overtook Mr. Barnes just entering 
his lodgings at No. 5 our Court. He asked me in, entered, drank tea 
and passed evening in conversation till 11 o'clock, usual hour of 
retiring. 


18. Dark dull damp air, thawy, wind as before N.W. Dined abroad. 
p.M. at home. Mr. D. drank tea with me. Introduced Mr. D. to school 
of instruction Crown Ale House, Princess Street, Lothbury, passing 
an agreeable useful evening there. 


19. Morn clear to a delightful degree. a.m. same. Paid a visit at 
Treasurer Grays, he absent, son John at home. p.m. sky obscured 
by snow or cold charged clouds, air becoming very raw and chilly. 
Passed p.m. and evening at home. S. S[parhawk] drank tea with 
me. Mr. Barnes came after, both passed evening till 10 o’clock. 
Former says a Mrs. Tompson arrived a few months since from 
New England, informs that having travelled about Massachusetts 
she found people uttered complaints and discontents against Con- 
gress and French, loudly, and without restraint. When common 
sense resumes its reign as it usually does sooner or later, the scales 
which party zeal had clapt over the eyes of that deluded people, will 
fall off and they will discover the error their own madness and ill 
judged submission to Leaders of selfish, wicked schemers have se- 
duced them into. She adds, continental dollar bills has not with- 
standing Congress authority, sunk to 16 for one since their emission, 
though sent abroad for the express purpose of restoring their credit, 
so ineffectual is human power to create something out of nothing. 
The former bills having sank to 60 for 1 being reduced at current 
value to less than a 1d from 4/6. By late act they thought to meliorate 
to 1% without any ground but their own power. Soon after this they 
fell by last advices, as twas likely they would having no fund to 
support their credit. Also reports that taxes are risen to such an 
heighth as to exceed the produce of Land. What depends for belief 
on her own credit may be true or false; those who have left America 
since the rupture have brought accounts exaggerated that renders it 
prudent to receive them with caution and not give too hasty credit. 
However, that the People are opprest with taxes is notorious, the 
degree of suffering is a matter of doubt. That they are in want of 
money, of the common useful articles is also well known, and per- 
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sonal safety is very precarious &c. &c. Nothing I presume but despair 
under the irresistable power of an American and french Army can 
reduce this once happy people. “O Fortunatus si sua bone norint 
Novanglus.”’’ How timid and distressed to such oppressive rule. May 
it please God soon to expel these destructive locusts from the face 
of that Country, throw down the Babel erected by these impious 
builders, confound and scatter them abroad, and may they become 
a hissing and a byword throughout the whole Earth, with all their 
abetters who for base selfish and wicked purposes have abandoned 
and sacrificed the true interest of the English that consists only in a 
friendly close indissoluble union of all its members. 


20. Cold dark and drisly. p.m., wind S.W. Drank tea at Brother 
Fraziers, an imperfect Free Mason lecture with him. At 7 returned 
home, remained alone. 


21. Clouds menace a storm, air nipping, raw and wet. Sunday, at 
usual place and preacher, text “For my meat is to do the will of him 
that sent me.” At Meridian walkt to No. 8 Haymarket to see Lieu- 
tenant W. Browne, my friend Colonel B.’s son of 38 Regiment, 
departed for Portsmouth in order to take shipping for Gibralter. p.m. 
rainy, wind S., extream dirty streets. At 5 o’clock walkt to Mr. C. to 
tea, after to Mr. Peeters, neither at home. Returned and passed re- 
mainder there. 


22. A blustery piercing air, sour and cloudy, wind N.E. Received 
at Treasury my order, paid to my great Comfort. Drank tea with Mrs. 
C. returned home at 7 and there abode.® 


23. Air extreamly sharp, 6 inches snow fell last night, a blowing 
gale, at Meridian still very harsh and piercing, being too cold and un- 
comfortable to walk abroad, though hardly able to keep myself com- 
fortable, I employ myself in writing letters and very long ones too. 
Dined, passed P.M. and evening at home.® 


7. “O fortunatus nimium, sua si bona norint, Agricolas . . .” (Virgil). Curwen’s 
version might be translated “Oh! more than happy, if you knew your own ad- 
vantages, New England!” 

8. To Joseph Bretland, a long letter with the latest theories concerning the Dark 
Day. 
Four pages to Judge Sewall continue the saga of New England’s darkness and 
other natural phenomena. 
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24. Dark drisly sky, air mild and thawy, a great change since 
yesterday. Dined abroad. p.m. and evening at home, Mrs. and Miss 
Landlady drank tea and passed evening at cards.*° 


25. Morn cloudy, at ro clear sky, wind brisk N.W., throughout 
preceeding [night] snow fell. a.m. within, wrote to Mr. Smith, Sid- 
mouth. Mr. Wiswall called on me. Air like what we in New England 
call finger cold. Dined abroad, passed eve at Crown Ale House, 
Princess street School of instruction; present a Mr. Greenbury, an 
excellent Mason requesting my address promises me a private lecture 
next Monday evening." 


26. Clear air, still sharp and piercing. Forwarded a letter to Mr. 
Smith, and one for Judge S. at Bristol. Dined abroad. Evening at 
Crown Tavern, Leadenhall street Lodge, present at a making. Quick, 
the famous comedian, proposed at our lodge for membership. 


27. Clear and pleasant but sharp air continues. Mr. Barnes called 
on me to inquire about Colonel Erving’s lodgings Islington. I ac- 
companied him there and returned back alone, he lengthening out his 
visit by my line. Landlady and Mr. Dalglish drank tea with me and 
passed evening at cards. 


28. Air mild, rainy appearance all day. Sunday, called on Mr. 
Dalglish, attended at St. Pauls. A Doctor Whitfield preached, text 
“Not as though I had already attained.” Dined at Furnival’s eating 
house, an underground room, Company, as usual, small, but respect- 
able enough. Passed an hour at Grays Inn Coffee House,” read list of 
Estates in Massachusetts forfeited and seized on. Took a jelly. p.m. at 
Essex House Church, Mr. Lindsay preached from “And God saw 
their works, that they turned from their evil ways &c.” Mr. Dalglish 
accompanied me there, returned home and drank tea with me; after 
passed an hour at Peacock, Grays Inn lane, and drank a pot of Burton 
ale amidst a room full and involved in a thick cloud of smoak, there 

10. To Isaac Smith, he reported news received from Edward Holyoke of the 
incorporation of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and that “Dr. 
[Samuel] Langdon has quitted, but for what reason I am not acquainted, the Presi- 
dents chair.” He had in fact been forced to resign as president of Harvard by action 
of the students and the Corporation. 

11. To Richard Savage at Halifax, Curwen sent congratulations on his “appoint- 
ment” and hoped his “post affords a genteel subsistence, in these times no unfavour- 


able circumstance to refugees.” 
12. Gray’s Inn Coffee House, Holborn, No. 487 in Lillywhite, Coffee Houses. 


724 Jan.—Feb. 1781 LONDON 


being almost as many Smoakers as Drinkers. Remainder of Evening 
alone. 


29. Air mild, damp, now and then drisle. Mr. Dalglish calling on 
me, walkt to House of Lords, they sitting, no admission. Commons up. 
Dined abroad, drank tea at Nando’s Coffee House. Brother Green- 
bury according to promise came, passed evening and abode tll 12 
o’clock. Received a private lecture from which I have and hope to 
gather more fruit than in imperfect mode at regular lodges where 
very little attention is given. Dalglish present, both supt. 


30. Air pleasant, somewhat biting. King Charles I, the state martyr 
in our church language. At Westminster Abbey Quire, Doctor War- 
ren Bishop of St. David’s preached from “Tribute, to whom tribute 
is due; custom to whom custom is due, fear to whom fear; Honour to 
whom honour.” Present Bishop of Rochester who is Dean of this 
Church, read prayers as far as first lesson, the remainder by a Mr. 
Champeneys, one of Prebends. Doctor Porteous Bishop of Chester, 
Hurd of Litchfield and Coventry, Butler of Oxford and of the 
Temporal Lords only Lord Chancellor Thurlow. Not a Lady in the 
pews or seats. Aisle crouded by males chiefly. Drank tea at home. 
Miss Landlady passed evening with me at cards. 


31. Clearish frosty night, wind N.W. Pleasant but somewhat biting. 
Visited Widow Greene, received an invitation to tea as often as I can 
make it agreeable to myself, adding she should be glad to see me. 
I promist her a second soon. Departed from thence to Mr. Hughes, 
Bishopgate street, abode with him near 2 hours. He repeated his in- 
vitation, saying he would call on me. At 10 o’clock it closed in, wind 
W. a.m. within. Foul weather seems approaching. Dined on pease 
soup my Landlady treated me with. 


1781 February 1. Morn sun out, soon retired, dark, rainy A.M. 
Dined at the White Hart Inn and tavern,’ Bishopgate street at Mr. 
Dalglishes invitation. Company Mr. H. Hughes, Hutchins, John 
Inman, Whitlock, and at his expence. Eve at school of instruction 
lodge Croun Ale House Princess street. Admitted and raised Warden, 
undesired from present outcome of case. 


1. The White Hart Without Bishopgate, an ancient inn used for Masonic meet- 
ings, No. 1517 in Lillywhite, Coffee Houses. 
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2. A.M. rainy, till 2 o'clock, suspended, cloudy still and alternately 
drisly. Walkt to Mr. Timmins No 5 Gr[een?]| row Chelsea, at 5 
returned back, passed eve with Mr. Brookes, and Mrs. and Miss Land- 
lady at Whist in their room. 


3. Cloudy and dark, within tll Meridian, a business walk. Drank 
tea with Widow Greene, a personal and confidential tete a tete. Passed 
an hour before I returned to rest and forgetfulness. 


4. Milky sky, not, however, unpleasant, wind N.W. Sunday. At 
usual place of worship. Mr. Lindsay preached, text, “But when thou 
makest a feast call the poor &c.”” Communion day. Dined at Salisbury 
Court eating house. p.m. same place and preacher, text “Blessed are 
they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be 
filled.” Drank tea at home. Miss Landlady with me. 


y. Air mild and dampish, but pleasant, wind W. Walkt to West- 
minster Hall, being the important day of Lord George Gordon’s trial, 
floor being, properly speaking, stowed, as bales of Goods are in a 
ship and as close packt almost. I soon took my self off, loth to hazard 
loss of portable effects, or what was worse, suffer death by suffoca- 
tion. The collection was miscellaneous consisting of persons of all 
shapes, sizes, conditions, disposition &c. &c. but with a very great 
proportion of refuse, some low grade and few very few merchantable. 
Dined at Bartholomews lane eating house. Drank tea and passed eve 
at home. George Gordon’s trial lasted till 4 o’clock next morning 
when he was acquitted.” 


6. Pleasant mild air, wind N.W. Meeting Mr. A.S. accompanied 
him to Clerkenwell by his desire to view an old secularized religious 
house called priory now belonging to Duke of Portland, tenanted by 
a Carpenter and undertaker who avidly accompanied us through. 
There is now nothing remaining of old buildings save a single portion 
of cloisters at end whereof is cut Jordan Bridget Murrell Bridget 
Founders 1100. In a distant part is small remains of a wall, supposed 


z. Curwen wrote Thomas Russell of the loss of his former letters on his vessel 
and adding “As my wife ever viewed you in the most favorable light .. . I beg you 
to take a journey there to consult and advise with Richard Ward and William 
Pynchon Esqr. to whom I have referred the immediate management of the business in 
question to endeavor to influence your Aunt to an instant compliance with my 
requisition. Her future movements I refer to your and their prudence to direct.” 
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to be of Saxon original, the stones being in a state of decay, and the 2 
arches a larger and a smaller; the former ornaments and both por- 
tions of a circle, which form prevailed before introduction of gothic 
or norman style. Returning from thence turned in to a court of 
several narrow alleys filled with small huttish kind of houses, the 
habitations of filth and vice, named [#//egible | boy alley, and notorious 
for its constant supply of Tyburn, 18 he told me had been informed 
had been dragged out from thence one sessions for thievery and other 
enormities and graced the halter (and like all the rest of his tales 
improbable). Runs from chick lane, no considerable neiborhood. 
From my lodgings walkt forward to Oxford street and returned back 
by Kings street, Covent Garden. Meeting our late Mr. Fisher I turned 
in with him to Mr. Hutchins auction room, who was then employed 
in disposing natural and artificial curiositys from South Sea, late 
imported in the Revolution. Drank coffee p.m. at New England 
Coffee House meeting there Mr. Barnes and Mr. Goldthwait; at 
rooms of former passed evening with the two. 


7. Fine clear sky, air uncommonly mild. Visited Colonel Browne 
and Lady. Meeting Mr. Dalglish I took him with me, and after a short 
stay departed to Mr. Timmins lodgings, both he and she absent I left 
a card. Returning back to London called in at Mr. Hutchins auction 
and bought a few South Sea curiositys natural and artificial. Ad- 
journed to Blue Posts,’ Russell street Covent Garden, where we dined. 
p.M. joyned by Mr. D. with whom entered into a conversation lasting 
2 hours, from thence to my lodgings, drank tea and passed eve, Mrs. 
Savage, Rowland’s wife, making one of Company. 


8. Mildish air, wind as for 3 days past N.W. Mr. Dalglish called on 
me and together we went to Mr. H[utchins] sale of Curiositys bought 
a few. p.m. walk to Mr. A.S., Brompton row because of yesterday’s 
disappointment, both out on a visit. Eve at School of Instruction 
Croun Ale House Princess street. Elected Senior Warden. Ebenezer 
West unexpectedly called on me. I knew him not till he discovered 
himself by telling his name; increased bulk, great heighth, change of 
features, and enunciation of foreign tone united to baffle my con- 
jectures. Passed an hour with me, conducting to his lodgings in Water 


3. Blue Posts Coffee House. The only coffee house of this name listed in Lilly- 
white (No. 146) was at Bennet Street, St. James. 
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lane Fleet street which by himself he would have been at a loss to find, 
directing him to call on me next day at Meridian. 


g. Air clear and mild. Mr. Dalglish calling on me, claimed my 
promise to accompany him to Greenwich hospital, walking together 
to Cross keys Inn Greenwich street after 44 hour delay. Entered 
stage having for companions 2 chatty females and in 4 hour arrived 
there, which we thoroughly permeated, circulated and examined 
within and without. Dined in a delightful small detached room be- 
longing to a tavern in Town, built and projecting over the river 
Thames from whence is a view of Isle of Dogs, Blackwell and long 
reach. At customary hour returned in common stage having only one 
decent female Companion. In our passage out I was told following 
story. An Inhabitant of this town, whose name is goes every 
day and has done so for some years back, and by computation in a 
distance of 7 or 8 miles he has measured 45000 miles within the period 
from whence the computation began to some months past. Passed 
eve at Croun Tavern lodge. The celebrated Comedian Quick, was 
made, passed and raised in one night, a humourous funny companion, 
and I singularly fancy, his design is to entertain himself and public 
with solemn secrets of this celebrated Society. Present at 2 Masters 
makings. Brother Quick showed so much levity at most serious and 
solemn parts that I am very sure ridicule is his main intention in 
engaging herein. 





10. Air mild and clear, wind N.W. Ebenezer West called on me; 
took him to Salisbury Court eating house, gave him a dinner; from 
thence we walkt to Tyburn returning by Manchester, Portman, Bed- 
ford, Bloomsbury and Red Lion squares home. Drank tea together, 
passed eve sol. 


11. Morn clear, wind W., raw air. Sunday. Accompanied by Mr. 
Barnes who called on me attended at St. Nicholas College Abbey, 
Old fish street. Bishop of Chester Doctor Porteous preached a most 
excellent and elegant sermon in regard to style and composition and 
pleasingly delivered from “But whoso hath this world goods, and see 
his Brother have need &c.” Dined at Salisbury Court eating House. 
Meridian sky closed in and an increased rawness. P.M. at usual place 
and preacher, text “For thine is the power, the Kingdom, and the 
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glory, forever, Amen.” Drank tea and passed evening below with 
Landladies, my 2 fellow lodgers present part of time. 


12. Morn most delightfully clear. Sun rose clear. Visited Mr. C. and 
by invitation dined. Drank tea and passed eve there. A stormy boister- 


ous windy night W. and S. 


13. Morn fair and clear, a.m. milky brisk air, wind W. Mr. Barnes 
on his departure left me his large bread grater. Received from Mr. 
Smith, Sidmouth a long letter in answer. Visited by Parsons Peeters 
and Clarke, latter a Townsman son of him of the Village, exceedingly 
increased in bulk. From a cold taken on board a prison ship in Boston 
harbour by Patriots in punishment of Toryism he has lost his voice, 
scarce able to articulate one sound and added to his deafness renders 
him a lonely pitiable object receiving 20 £ a year from Society for 
propagating the Gospel, government declining to give him a settled 
stipend though it has once and again provided him with a scanty 
gratuity. Dined abroad, p.m. walk. Drank tea at Mrs. Greenes. ‘Tom 
Bromfields deserted wife joyned us after tea. Passed evening at 
lodge of independence at Brother Fraziers, White Bear Basingstoke 
street, present at a making and raising. 


14. Morn cloudy, dark and drisly. Wind fresh at W. Mr. Dalglish 
calling on me went together to Cellar Eating house under Furnivals 
Inn. Drank tea and passed eve at Parson Peeters. 


75. Sun in and out, air rawish, wind W. Visited Mr. Browne, he 
being engaged, left me with Mrs. B. during an absence of 2 hours, 
She informed me of her treatment at Salem, and Boston after her hus- 
bands departure to England. Drank tea at home. Eve at School of 
Instruction, completely went through 3 lectures, retired seasonably. 


16. Clear air, sun rose bright, no common occasion, wind W. and 
raw. At Bow Church to hear Annual sermon to Society for propa- 
gating gospel in partibus transmarinis. Doctor Hurd, Bishop of Litch- 
field and Coventry preached, text “Jesus Christ the same yesterday 
and today, and forever.” Present Lord Maior, and the 2 Archbishops, 
Butler of Oxford, Thomas of Rochester, Markham of York and 
. P.M. and evening at home working through Masonry with 
Brother Greenbury, with and under his teachings. Drank tea and 
supt, retreated after one o’clock. 





LONDON February 1781 729 


77. Sun in and out, Meridian closed in, air raw, wind fresh, W. 
Miss Landlady drank tea and passed evening with me. 


18. Sharp cold night; till Meridian cold dark dull and raw, wind 
W. Suovren h.a. denifonoc em, lit, it being Sunday, gnineve ecivres. 
P.M. at usual place, usual preacher, text “But Jesus called them unto 
him and said, ye know that the princes &c.”” Returned home in rain 
and passed there.* 


19. Morn clear, cold, wind N.W. Frosty in night and morn. In- 
closed Mr. Smith [7 word]. Meridian walk, dined abroad. S. Conant 
drank tea with me. Eve at Jene seay quoi being an Address on heads, 
exhibited in Transparency, as follows: Sterne, a pathetic Apostrophy; 
a young Cornet contented and painting with his golden tips; Captain 
Cook, the late, celebrated, Captain Cook, circumnavigator, an en- 
comium. Breslaws surprizing tricks on cards followed, interlarded 
with fiddlers introduced into pit, one played by a female; harpsicord 
&c. behind scenes, a new Rosiginol, imitating in his manner thrush, 
blackbird, skylark, nightingale, woodlark and Quail. Female fidler 
named Abrams. Mr. John Greenwood in whose house the perform- 
ance was, seeing me, complimented me with an invitation to tea, 
before taken. 


20. Dull dark and cloudy, wind fresh and raw, N. Within till 
dinner. p.M. gave Brother Frazier notice of intention to abandon 
Mariners poor performances and ill executed and desired him to enter 
my desire first meeting. Advises to continue an honorary member, 
which out of compleasance to him agreed to he being my introducer. 
Met Brother Greenbury Ashleys Punch house by agreement to ac- 
company him to Angel lodge on Surrey side of Blackfriars bridge 
where I passed eve. Attended home through fleet market by said 
Brother and Tyler though deziad thiw a gnissertsid h.a. 


21. Dekawa thiw eth emas, em denifnoc morf ecivres. Morn dull 
dark, snowy, wind N.E., raw, the preceding 8 or ro nights extream 


cold. 


22. Sun in and out, wind N.E., fresh and raw. Within till p.m. 
Walkt over to Surrey side to converse with a Brother named Gent, 
disappointed by his absence from home. 2 hours after in Coffee 


4. A note to Isaac Smith reported Curwen’s lack of success in the lotteries. 
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House, read news, drank punch and coffee. Eve at Crown Ale House 
lodge, by rotation or succession took Master’s Chair till Brother 
B[illegible|’s arrival to whom as a more perfect mason I resigned and 
acted as Senior Warden. Returned home at 12 o’clock. 


23. Drisly and raw, wind N.W. Brother Greenbury on Free Mason 
business, answered my purpose. Dined abroad. Mrs. and Miss Land- 
lady drank tea and passed eve till 8 o’clock. Paid short visit to L. at 
Crown Tavern Leadenhall street and left him soon. Remainder of Eve 
at home below stairs with family and boarders at Loo, was a winner. 


24. Morn dull cloudy and damp, wind W.N., so continued all day. 
Invited by Mrs. C[ouncil] I accompanied her on Mrs. Cowleys box 
ticket gratis which by coach hire left me no gainer. Last mentioned 
was authoress. Unfortunately from her character and interest it was 
hissed off the stage just before conclusion of last act, being in its 
progress of acting alternately and frequently hissed by its foes and 
clapped by friends who proved the minority and therefore unsuccess- 
ful as all minoritys are in state and church as well as Theatres. Many 
on both sides came for express purpose of supporting and damning it. 
Husband, a writer in one of daily papers, employs his pen in criticiz- 
ing works of all other stage writers, has by the severity of his remark 
raised up a whole host of determined foes to crush what ever proceeds 
from his quarters, though no foreign considerations were needed to 
banish this piece from stage, its own intrinsic unworthiness was more 
than enough, being a low performance and unworthy the pen of the 
Author of Belles Stratagem and Whose the Dupe. Knowing the 
writer and her convictions I felt severely for them, especially her 
brother a fellow lodger whose exquisite delicacy of feeling the fellow 
must be most cruelly wounded on this mortifying occasion. ‘Tis not 
my wish ever to be present at any future stage damnations, however 
unconnected I may be. The prologe and Epilogue were excellent and 
did great credit to the performers, Mr. Lewis and Miss Young, and 
both were rewarded with universal applause. 


25. Raw morn, sky overcast, wind W. Dekaw thiw h.a. denifnoc 
‘lit rennid. Sunday, at usual place and preacher, text “Remember Lots 
wife. Whoever shall seek to save his life &c.”” H.a. deinapmocca tot 
die. Returned home, drank tea and abode, per me ipsum. 
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26. Morn dull, rawish, wind N., damp air. E. West called on me, 
walkt with him to Westminster hall. He dined with me at our return. 
Parson Peeters also called. p.m. drank tea at Widow Greenes in com- 
pany with 2 misses named Joye from Brighton from whom I was in- 
formed of following: Viz a young son of Francis Greene’ from 
Boston who was born deaf and dumb, has under his tuition of a Person 
in Scotland in the course of one year, arrived to power of forming 
sounds articulate of words from letters, and can converse on any sub- 
ject so intelligibly as to be understood without difficulty by those 
acquainted with him. Music only excepted. Writes letters with pro- 
priety and elegance. This person engages to instruct his dumb pupils 
in all languages, and has successful ones to prove the perfection of his 
art. Has now under his management more than a roo. A proposal is 
about to be presented to the King by Duke of Montague for estab- 
lishing academys in several parts of England to instruct children of 
poorer sort under this unhappy predicament, on a public foundation. 
May it take root and flourish, as it may thereby bring into usefulness 
many of promising parts who otherwise are almost useless beings. 
This plan is a suggestion of Doctor Hunters whose avocations render 
it impracticai to himself. Mrs. and Miss Landlady with a fellow 
boarder passed evening at Whist in my Room. Sat up with male 
company till 2 o’clock. 


27. Air disagreeable, wind W. a.m. Mr. Dalglish called and agreed 
to meet in Eve at Furnivals Inn Coffee house at 6 o’clock Eve. Passed 
2 hours here according to agreement. Remainder at home alone. 


28. Morn fair, clear and pleasant. Ash Wednesday or beginning 
of Lent. Wind lively at W. Yesterday being Shrove tuesday or Pan- 
cake day my Landladies treated me, walkt to Limehouse by myself. 
Mr. Greenbury on my invitation agrees to pass this eve at my lodg- 
ings. On return I stopt at an Inn near my lodgings to see a Lion, 
tyger, Porcupine, wolf, Wanderow, of the monkey species from 
Owhyhe; a Baboon from Abysinia and a monkey or ape. Paid 3d. 
Brother Greenbury passed Eve and departed at 12 o’clock. His con- 


5. Francis Green (1742-1809), Harvard 1760, Boston merchant. Though at one 
time a distinguished member of the Sons of Liberty, he was declared guilty of violat- 
ing the nonimportation agreement and went over to the loyalist side, becoming an 
addresser of Hutchinson and Gage. He sailed for Halifax in 1776 and thence to 
England in 1780 where he died. His son Charles was born deaf but learned to speak 
at the Braidwood School; he was unfortunately drowned while fishing in 1787. 
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versation is so crouded with stories by way of illustration as to become 
tedious, by dwelling so long on each incident that my progress is not 
a little retarded. 


March 1. Morn dark, dull and cloudy. Air raw, Wind W. Your 
Parson Clarke my neibour having declined an invitation to breakfast, 
after accepted, my own being over. I excused myself, in an hour he 
paid me a visit that I feel very troublesome, he being deaf and almost 
dumb, scarcely able to utter one articulate sound and what issues not 
without a great struggle and difhiculty having lost his power of speech 
on board a prison ship in Boston more than 2 years since on account of 
his episcopal persuasion to which republicanism is unfriendly. Eve 
at School of Instruction at Crown Ale House Princess street Loth- 


bury. 


2. Morn dull drisly and raw, wind W. Meridian Walk. At Gerrards 
Litchfield street for a Catalogue of goods at his auction. Dined 
abroad. Returned soon and abode till 6 o’clock. Adjourned to his 
auction of Prints in Crawfords rooms high Holborn. Returned at ro 
and by desire of Mrs, Landlady abode in their room at Cards of which 
they are imoderately fond. 


3. Morn fine, clear and mild. At Meridian closed, wind N.E. 
W [est] called and staid an hour. Gave him at his request 4 guinea 
and some time ago one whole one. Acquaints me he is engaged to go 
to New York and Jamaica in a capacity of 2d mate at £4 per month, 
approve his conduct and wish him success. Meridian walk. Dined 
abroad. p.M. a 2d lasting till 7 o’clock I returned and agreably by 
Landladys desire delayed with them at cards. 


4. Moderate mild air, damp and cloudy, wind W., calm. Dekawa 
thiw h.a. Within till p.m. service Sunday, at Meeting House in 
heather lane. Mr. Pope preached from “Examine your own selves 
wether you be in the faith &c.” Passed evening in School of Instruc- 
tion after Preston mode at the Crown and Rolls tavern! Chancery 
Lane where I was complimented with Warden’s Office civilly and 
urged to repeat my visits. Returning home was accosted by a well 
drest, pretty girl, who coming up patted my shoulder and with a 


1. Crown and Rolls Coffee House, Chancery Lane, No. 1608 in Lillywhite, 
Coffee Houses. 
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smile, not of purity, demanded if I would cock it with her. Declining 
the challenge neither in terms of reproach nor insult she turned about 
and left me though reluctantly. Passed 44 hours at home with Miss 
Landlady on serious subject, each advancing principles of a very 
different complexion from the other, proof mutual candor. 


5. Morn drisly, Meridian cloudy, air mild, wind N. Rose later, 
dined on Bologna sausage, having till within a few weeks never tasted 
them from an abhorrence on a false report of the ingredients. Being 
now persuaded that they only consist of bullock beef salt petered, 
mixed with bullocks heart boiled well chopt and seasoned with salt 
pepper and if any spice very small quantity. They are eaten with 
bread and butter, or with vinegar and mustard. Evening at Gerrards 
room, auction of prints. 


6. Morn clear and fine, air dryish, wind W. Out on a ramble all 
midday. Eve with Greenbury in my rooms on Free Mason score. 
Uncommon advances. 


7. Morn foggy, air clearish. a.m. mild wind N.W. Dekawa thiw 
h.a., denifnoc lit Meridian. Breakfasted at 1 o’clock. Purchased a 
curious treatise on coins. Forepart Eve at Garrards rooms, latter at 
home with Boarders at cards. 


8. Morn dark and cloudy, air mild, wind N.Wly. Eve at Croun 
Ale House Lodge, Lothbury. 


9. Fine clear air, wind N.W. Rambled all midday in Oxford street. 
Met 3 of my Countrymen at 3 different times, Doctor Perkins,” Mr. 
R. Clarke and Elisha Hutchinson. Invited by 2 latter to their lodgings. 


Drank tea with Mrs. Greene and passed eve at Garrards auction. 


10. Milky sky, air mild, wind N.W. Visited my neibour and 
Countryman Young Parson Clark, then after took a long Meridian 
ramble. Colonel now Governor Browne called on me with complaints 
of neglect which sundry avocations caused. Passed eve in Landladys 
room by invitation and drank tea there. 

2. Dr. Nathaniel Perkins (1715-1799), Harvard 1734, Boston physician; addresser 


of Gage; fled to Halifax in 1776, arriving in England in September of that year, where 
he lived comfortably until his death. 
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11. Morn clear and bright and mild. Sunday at usual place and 
preacher, text “Woe to the world because of offences &c.,” an excel- 
lent discourse, and a full assembly. Rawness of air produced, as 
March winds always do, a painful sensation in my jaws, obliging me 
to retire within my lodgings. E.W. called in my absence and left 
word he had been at Chatham and had received 50 earnest money and 
was entered for £5 a year pension for loss of his Thumb and fore- 
finger whilst belonging to Navy. Mr. Dalglish called and pressed me 
to dine with him, which having done before I agreed to walk with him 
after service. P.M. attended at usual place and preacher, text ““When 
Jesus saw their faith he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins 
be forgiven thee.” Meeting Mr. D. according to appointment under 
piazza in Temple, we joyned and set forward towards Dog and Duck 
tea house. Entered and drank tea amidst an unnumbered croud who 
were continually emptying and filling rooms, besides many under 
alcoves in gardens, many employed in walking and stalking about, 
other in drinking punch &c. and smoaking. From thence we departed 
to Magdalen almshouse but were denyed admittance, service being 
begun. We returned Londonwards over Westminister bridge arriv- 
ing at Charing cross just as there was passing a most pomposious 
train of funeral coaches attended on each side by numerous Flam- 
beauxmen holding in their hand lighted ones in a branch of 4. The 
late name of the wealthy or house corps was not to be learnt even 
from one of attendants who denied the knowledge of the name of the 
person whose remains he was attending to the grave. At Temple bar 
my Companion and I separated and I went to Croun and Rolls tavern 
lodge and meeting 2 brothers only we heard part of 2 lectures in modo 
prestoniano. 


12. Milky sky, now and then a dim sun, air sharp, wind N.E. P.M. 
tedious walk in a cold, harsh air to visit Mr. A.S. and family, whole 
family confined by measles &c. Stopt on return at Colonel Brownes 
and there abode 8 hours, passing it in a very freindly sociable tete a 
tete. Declined supper took leave of Mrs. B., Mr. accompanying me as 
far as Lincolns Inns fields promist at departure to take a family dinner 
soon. 


13. Morn fair, brisk air, raw, wind at E.N. Walkt to Spitalfields 
and at Booksellers shop bought [z word]. p.m. and evening with 
Brother Greenbury at a private Free Mason lecture compleating my 
knowledge of first part, partly through 2 and 3d also. 
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14. Morn dark, after clouds thinned, wind raw, N.E. S.S. and Mr. 
D. calling at my door just as I was going out they declined entering; 
joyning them proceeded to Spring Gardens where S. Sewall took 
leave and we entered Coffee House and took my customary bason 
soup. Mr. S.S. inviting me to his house to tea I took my neibour the 
young Parson Clark and passing through Moorfields shaped my 
course to Booksellers in Spitalfields, thence proceeding onwards 
through Bethnal green and round Hackney road and from thence 
through fields through Hoxton to Charles Square our destination, 
arriving at the House we were entertained as far as respected ourselves 
decent enough but intercourse between the couple though no words 
or blows happened was such as grieved and displeased me. They 
being both engaged for evening departed from house at same time but 
to avoid the couple I took a different route. Eve at home. 


15. Morn drisle, a.m. clear, air raw, wind fresh N.E., the quality of 
which at this season produces a most unpleasing sensation in my gums 
as it has for many years past on both sides the water, especially in 
evening and at going to bed. 


16, Within till dinner time. W.C. at Bath desires by letter a partner- 
ship with me in irish lottery.* Dined abroad, drank tea at Furnivals 
Inn Coffee House. Evening at Gerrards picture sale. 


17. Morn cold and foggy, wind N.E., clear. Mr. F. and Dalglish 
calling on me I walkt out with them to White Conduit house, here 
separating Mr. D. and I proceeded to S.S. to dinner on Salt fish, 
company a Miss and Young Davis a Bostonian. After tea Mr. Dalglish 
walkt home and passed evening with me. Col. B. left a card for my 
company to a dinner tomorrow. 


18. Morn foggy and dark and raw, wind W. Sunday, Calling on 
Mr. D. by appointment, he accompanied me to my usual place of 
worship. Mr. Lindsay preached, “And he that sent me is with me. 
The Father hath not left me alone, for I always do those things that 
please Him.” A full assembly. After service walk with my companion 
Y, hour on blackfriars Bridge, great Concourse. Very pleasant. Re- 
treated home and remained there an hour. Dined, drank tea and 
passed evening with Colonel Browne and at 11 departed being ac- 


3. A brief note to Cabot about lottery tickets, and a line to Arthur Savage 
advising of his correct address, No. 10 Furnival’s Inn Court. 
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companied by him as far as Lincolns Inn fields. Mrs. B. was unex- 
pectedly called away to Katy, ill of measles at Brompton. 


19. Morn clear, mild, wind N.Wly. Walkt in great pain suffering 
from a Corn on bottom of right foot to Mr. ‘Timmins Chelsea, dined 
with her, he being come to town. Returned from thence at 5 o’clock. 
Ym hcamots os deredrosid I saw niaf ot edacsac [7 word]. The aesuan 
in a small degree debrutsid em ta semit, my rest being at intervals and 
interrupted. 


20. Morn raw and foggy, a.m. and Meridian clear and mild. a.m. 
walk, in my absence my neibour Mr. C. Mr. D. and Mr. W. called. 
Regimin this day, a dish of weak (tea) for breakfast, dinner a bason 
broth without bread. Effects of repletion are to be removed by 
abstinence and moderate use of simple food, much preferable poth- 
ecary expedients, and less impalatable. Memo, still an uneasy painful 
sensation in my jaws and gums, confining me within p.M. and evening. 
Miss passed aforesaid with me. 


21. Morn raw and dull, wind W. An hour walk at Meridian in 
Grays Inn Gardens. p.m. Mr. D., Mr. Peeters and Parson Clark drank 


tea with me. Evening at home alone. 


22. Fine clear air all day. At 11 walkt out and visited Mrs. Greene 
and Brother Frazier who was, unluckily, just departed from his house 
with a Brother or two to go on board an East India Ship lying at 
Blackwall, which adventure by delay I unfortunately lost. Returned 
home and p.m. took a contrary course steering westward toward 
Wain Hall, passing through came to foot of steps leading to Lobby of 
Commons house, where seeing an officer standing unemployed I en- 
quired about disposition and arrangement of rooms belonging to and 
under and joyning the pile called St. Stephens Chappell, Lords house, 
star chamber, painted, and Jerusalem chamber, and from him received 
a more particular and satisfactory account than I had ever before had, 
this detaining me some time. Proceeding thence to Lobby of Com- 
mons house I found it filled with Gentry in livery. Just peeping in I 
went directly to hatch leading to antichamber of gallery, which the 
old enfeebled keeper opened to me on a promise to give him 2/ on my 
next appearance which I designed should be in a few days. After a 
delay of near an hour I entered finding many persons there before 
me; the house was very full, among others Lord North, whom I dis- 
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covered on the treasury bench by his blew ribband. This being the 
first sight to my knowledge of that important man after 5 years, 8 
months and 1o days residence on this island. The members sit with 
their hats on if they please, but always uncover when rise to speak or 
to go to any other part, and when to depart, always salute the Chair 
by a bow. Speaker is always covered, and with clerks habited in 
black gowns. After some time he commanded to order and some 
members to their seats, then directing his looks to a Mr. Mitchell with 
a discernible motion of his head. The member arose, when a profound 
silence ensued, and continued to be strictly observed through whole 
of speech. He began by informing the house of a motion he had to 
make and the subject of it, viz., That a regular and intelligible account 
should be tendered of the money granted by Parliament for the Navy, 
for which enquiry and motion he assigned three reasons: One being 
the waste in expenditure; the proof of this article, arose from 13 ships. 
He mentioned one instance only as a specimen. The others were in 
same predicament. The Narcissus in 1772 was estimated at 3000 £ to 
compleat with guns and stores, in Estimate of 1778 she was put in at 
5000, in 1779 at 5500 £ andin 1780 at £ 3600, in the total at 17,000 £. 
At the end of that period she lay in Dock untouched, without a far- 
things worth of stores or one gun aboard and in the same unfit unre- 
paired condition as at first. During the course of his speech he was now 
and then interrupted by a murmur on tother side the house which was 
at times succeeded by “hear him, hear him” and very generally at- 
tended to. Sir George Young followed him but was less minded; he, 
by Sir Charles Bunbury who made a long and more formal oration on 
same side, pretty well listened to, and frequently complimented with 
“Hear him, Hear him,” which expression was used to two men who 
followed, viz., Admiral Keppel who spoke well and with some 
warmth. On sitting down Sir Hugh Palliser was called by name by 
his party, he arose and began by justifying Admiralty, attributing 
present state of Navy, though respectable to malignant injustice of 
party which has, he said, diffused itself and effects into the King’s 
dockyards, teaching them to form associations, and congress meetings, 
whereby wise circumstantial measures of Admiralty had, in some 
measure been defeated. He having finished and sitted down, the House 
resounded with Burke, Burke, whereupon the irish Orator arose, and 
in a loud and manly voice, with singular energy and compass of ex- 
pression and a torrent of eloquence reprobated Sir Hugh’s account, 
exposed the futility of his arguments, excited universal attention and 
frequently raised more than a smile in the features of his listening 
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hearers. I should have mentioned Mr. Penton one of the Navy board, 
who rose next to motion maker, and justifyed the accounts rendered, 
as a mode adopted and continued in, by appearance found the best, 
for more than a century past; to which the reply made to him was, 
that he had mistaken the meaning of the objection in 3 particulars. No 
answer to this, Called off by my School of instruction at Croun Ale 
House Lothbury I departed after Burke had finished his speech. Re- 


turned home at 12 o’clock. Passed there 3 Lectures. 


23. Morn clear, fair but cold, somewhat raw, wind NE. Dekcatta 
yb a ereves gnipirg, gninifnoc ‘lit Meridian. Mr. D. called and took 
me out, directing our course in Paddington road, we passed Lissom 
green and proceeded as far as the forementioned Village being the 
first sight I ever had of it. Returning stopt in at Yorkshire Stingo 
house where Mr. D. dined on cold roast veal. I having already taken 
my bason of soup at Owens Coffee House* where we entered before 
setting off for the ramble, took a pleasing refreshing draught of the 
said stingo, meaning ale. On return took Bagnigge Wells on our way 
home, refreshed with a dish of tea and hot roll and butter, my com- 
panion a bason of punch. Mr. Danforth joyned us there, they inclining 
to wait then I took leave and walkt off by myself, passed evening at 
cards with Mrs. Landlady.° 


24. Morn pleasant and clear, air raw, and wind N.E. 


25. Sunday, attended at usual place, usual preacher, text, “For I am 
in a strait betwixt two, having a desire.” Dined abroad. A Meridian 
walk to turnpike on tother side Black Fryars Bridge. P.M. at same 
place &c., text, “Then one asked him saying, are there few that shall 
be saved.” Returned home, as in morning, through Temple. Eve at 
home alone.® 


4. Owen’s Coffee House, possibly No. 957 in Lillywhite, Coffee Houses, at 
Symond’s Inn, or No. 957 in Holborn. 

5. A five-page letter to Edward Holyoke at Salem acknowledged his letters and 
his account of the darkness and added, “One would think from the establishment of 
an academy of Arts and Sciences at the time when the Country by a destructive 
dangerous war, yet uncertain of the event, that the Rulers of their State laboured 
under I’{elvardie?] des hommes des bois, or possessed the magnanimity of the old 
Roman Senators; be it as it may, I wish its continuance and success.” To Thomas 
Russell and William Pynchon he wrote simply advising them of his previous letter. 

6. To Cabot a few more lines on the folly of lottery chances, “for so many re- 
peated defeats are more than sufficiently convincing of the futility and groundless- 
ness of our expectations of success.” 
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26. Fair clear day, raw and harsh air, wind N.E. This day com- 
mences quarter day of year through Europe when Rents are paid &c. 
&c. Meridian walk to Exchequer for an order to receive Cash for a 
£20 prize ticket, no business till next Thursday week. Returned 
home, passed time alone till Brother Greenbury’s arrival. Passed 
through the lectures by ourselves except an hours interruption by E. 
West. Former drank tea, supt and departed at 12, my said Brother 
being in no haste to be gone from a warm room and good chair. He’s a 
chatty and not unagreeable because communicative Companion. 


27. Sky milky, sun dim, wind and air as yesterday. Visited Mr. 
Peeters and after Mr. Wiswall. Drank tea at Mrs. Greene’s. Mrs. Joy 
and a young Wheelwright, both Bostonian, our company. Evening 
below with Mrs. Landlady and company at cards. She betrays such 
shocking ignorance of Whist that I am determined to quit all card 
connexion with this family in future, however moderately they are 
fond of it. 


28. Cold raw and blustring, a flight of hail. Within tll p.a. On my 
walk met Mr. D. who wished, I promised and complied, by his desire 
accompanied to White Conduit house. From thence after a very short 
abode, walkt to Bagnigge Wells. Drank tea and amusing with Organ 
was detained till 8 o’clock. Remainder of evening in my room with 
Mr. D. who supt on Alamode beef and porter. 


29. Wind blustering, raw and piercing at E.N. Dekawa yb H.A. 
denifnoc ’lit 8 o’clock Eve. At Croun Ale House Lodge, 13 members 
present. Acted as Senior Warden and advanced to Chair in order to 
close Lodge, at 12 o’clock. An extream cold night. 


30. Sky milky, air fresh, hardly so piercing as yesterday, wind at 
E.N. Dekawa thiw h.a., koot stlas, denifnoc tot die. Mr. Dalglish paid 
me an hours visit, urged to go out, declined, nor accepted invitation 
below. Passed evening alone, my circumstance rendering it proper. 


31. Cold raw air, blustering wind N.E. Confined by pain in head, 
though a little abatement. My neibour and Countryman Cl[{arke] 
called on me, acquainted him by writing that in my present state 
straining my voice to his hearing was impractical. His company now, 
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therefore, undesired. Landladys pressed me with a bason of soup and 
on return invited me to tea. 


1781 April 1. Clear but a cold harsh Nly. air. A Meridian walk 
round tower ramparts being open this day being Sunday. Dined at 
home, at Lincoln Inn Chappell, Mr. Stephens the Reader preached, 
text “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is &c.” 
After service walkt in gardens, soon left them, air being too uncom- 
fortable to keep out long in it. Drank tea with my Countrywoman 
Mrs. Hay. Passed evening till 9 o’clock with her. 


2. Wind as yesterday, not so harsh. Left a ticket No. 42127 entituled 
to £20 in State Lottery to receive my certificate at pay office, Bank 
of England this day week, gave, as required, my name in my hand- 
writing at length, with title, and place of abode on a printed certificate 
leaving it there with my ticket to be called for next week on a day 
appointed. Bought at Nicholson & Co. a chance ticket for Billy Cabot 
incorporated by his desire into a common stock with my own in irish 
Lottery now drawing at Dublin. Walkt to Leister Square to pay Mr. 
R. Clarke a visit but seeing a nobleman’s carriage at door, presumed he 
was sitting, and that therefore, my company may be inconvenient. 
Passed and returned homeward calling in at Mr. Peeters, drank tea 
and staid till 9 o’clock. Remainder till 1 with Landlady, old, at all four 
which she plays as at every other game extreamly bad. 


3. Morn clear and fair, wind still in old quarter, grating to my poor 
enfeebled frame. S. Conant breakfasted with me, Abel Willard and 
young Borland visited me and left their address. Called at Brother 
Greenbury’s, he was absent. Proceeded to Brother Fraziers, paid him 
[legible |idge final of Mariners lodge up to Lady day. Dismissed my- 
self from him but at his instance suffered my name to continue on 
their books as an honorary member, never intending him another 
visit, he informs tis in a consumptive state, nor do I wonder. Agreeable 
to former talk I called on Mr. D. and invited him to accompany me to 
Woolwich, he readily complying with walkt to Charing Cross, and 
took coach to Greenwich, the stage being gone. From thence footed 
it to Woolwich almost 3 miles, passing through town we went on 
towards Artillery park wherein is an immense quantity of brass and 
iron Ordinance, mortars and shot of all dimensions. Passing through 
we arrived at the place whereon the Convicts were employed in 
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labour, each one having a chain on both legges just long enough for 
him to walk conveniently, having a ring with a string tied thereto 
reaching to the waist to keep the chain from falling down to the ankles. 
I’m told there are about 500. Their employment was bringing dirt 
from large barges, sand and gravel, in small carts whereto 10 are 
tackled in, some in Wheeling in barrows, others in various kinds, such 
as they are qualified for. Effects of this labour is visible in a sea wall of 
earth 5 or 600 yards in length having a broad convenient foot walk on 
top, beside are gardens, moats. They are now employed in making 
and sodding a new Artillery Warren. I couldn’t refrain from many 
mortifying reflections on sad necessity human governments are under 
to treat with such severity so many of our fellow creatures, furnisht 
with the noble powers of reason and understanding, and capable of 
employing them to wisest and most useful purposes, and reducing 
them to the labour and drudgery of brutes. Dined at Croun and 
Anchor, at 6 took coach and returned by 8 at my lodgings which I 
had no sooner entered than I found myself indisposed; thinking a dish 
of Coffee would have relieved me but my Landlady’s disposition 
somewhat capricious not favouring my wish I retired in about an 
hour to a warmed bed, and thankful as I ought to be, passed a night 
Comfortable. 


4. A cold dark raw N.E. air. Within till 6 o’clock p.m. Visited by 
invitation, Brother Jarvis at 52 Aldermanbury, drank tea and supt, 
passed a social Eve and received pressing invitation from both He and 
She to come again. Departed at 11 o’clock. 


5. Morn clear and brisk, sun dim, wind still at old previous piercing 
quarter. Mr. A.S. and F. calling, we went to St. Lawrence Jewry to 
hear a sermon to Governors of London Hospital from excellent and 
worthy Bishop of Chester, Doctor Porteous, text “But whoso hath 
this world’s goods and seeth his Brother have need &c.,” a pleasing 
enough enunciation, voice not unpleasing, somewhat earnest, style 
elegant, periods happy and finely turned; without any appearance of 
art or affectation, on the whole a most delightful speaker, never failing 
to instruct and charm a serious attentive hearer. Received a letter from 
Revd. Thomas Barnard enclosed in one from B. Pickman at Warwick. 
After service walkt to treasury, appointed to call 23 instant, no cash, as 
Mr. R[owe| says, to be received till after Easter holidays. Mr. Dalglish 


drank tea with me and passed 2 hours, accompanying me to door of 
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lodge and then departing witha promise to return but did not. Brother 
Greenbury in chair, Brother Jarvis and myself Wardens. Returned 
home at 12 ina fine Eve. 


6. Air changed, cloudy sky, wind at S.Wly. to my no small comfort. 
Drank tea at Mr. Copely’s with whom his father in Law Mr. R. Clarke 
lives, all family present. Staid over and played at Whist. Departed at 
10 0’clock. 


7. Sky milky, sun dimmed thereby, air raw, wind S., rain. Wrote 
letters to my wife’ and Parson Bretland, delivered them to Sam 
Conant for conveyance. Drank tea and passed evening at Col. 
Browne’s. 


8. Air milder, wind S. Sunday. Accompanied Col. B. to hear famed 
Pulpit orator Mr. Duchée,” late of Philadelphia, at Tavistock Chappell, 
Broad Court, Longacre, his performance in point of language and 
delivery greatly pleased Companion and myself. Text was “Then one 
of the Twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the Chief Priests, and 
said unto them &c.” Returned after circumambulation to my com- 
panion’s Lodgings and there abode till 10 o’clock; Eve, dined, drank 
tea, supt. Intervals in an agreeable tete a tete on various topics. Walkt 
home in a drisle. 


g. Clouds soft and of a rain like appearance. Air mild, wind S.W. 
This being day appointed me for receiving my Cash at Exchequer, and 
after signing my name in book, had the following one given me to 
carry to the bank, which for curiosity sake I copied, Viz: 

“Lottery Anno 1780B. 

We the Managers appointed by the Lord Commissioner of his 

Magesties treasury to exchange for certificate the fortunate tickets 

in the lottery 1780, Do hereby certify that there is due and payable 

unto Samuel Curwen, Esq., The principal sum of twenty pounds 
for the account of one fortunate ticket brought to be exchanged 

1. A note of warning to his wife: “Competency and prudence are the two main 
pillars that support a reputable condition of life, a steady attention to and practice of 
the latter suffer me to recommend [it] to you, without which the former cannot be 
acquired or retained. A greater derangement than, I fear, has, will continue to increase, 
unless you dismiss from all but social intercourse, that I do not require, one whose 
name I need not mention. [Curwen referred, of course, to her nephew Russell W yer.) 
Our mutual interest impells me to this requisition, let those friends mentioned in two 


former pacquets, be your advisers.” 


2. The Rev. Jacob Duché (1738-1798), litterateur and rector of Christ Church, 
Philadelphia, went to England in 1777. 
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in the said lottery, by means whereof the said Samuel Curwen or his 
order are entituled to recover the said principal sum from the Gov- 
ernors and Company of the Bank of England, or their Cashier or 
Cashiers upon demand. 
F. Pool 
Witness our hands Fountain North 
G. Markham 
This 3d day of April 1781 P. Denoyer 
J. Moneypenny 
To the Governor and Company 
of the bank of England and 
their Cashier or Cashiers”’ 
After copying out the above, I went to Dividend office at the Bank, 
and indorsing the Certificate received the hard money, declining paper 
though lighter patronage preferring the former which in case of sur- 
prize or sudden emergency always will carry a certain and sure 
weight, and doesn’t depend on fortuitous causes. At 5 o’clock Brother 
Greenbury called on me, drank tea, assisted me in two first lectures 
preparatory to my attendance on Corinthian lodge whither we were 
both designed in the evening and then departed for the White hart in 
Strand; meeting Mr. Dalglish in Lincoln Inn fields, informing him of 
our intention, he wished to join us which we permitted him to do and 
was present at a making, the most perfect of any I had hitherto been 
present at. The Brethren of this lodge in general shamefully imperfect, 
though their Master and Brother Greenbury, a principal member, 
most compleatly skilled in the art and of a ready communicative dis- 
position; name of Master is Johnson; plan before they supt at 8d a 


head.* 


zo. As usual a drisly Canopy over us, air, however, mild, wind N. 
Early walk to S.C. with a letter. He persuaded me to walk towards 
Islington; taking City road proceeded as far as Canonbury home, but 
my companion not liking appearance declined to stay and return by 
way of White Conduit house where we drank tea and from thence by 
Bagnigge Wells delaying us but a few minutes just entering, staring 
at company and leaving them to their enjoyment, took my route 
homewards and there abode.* 

3. To the Rev. Thomas Barnard, Curwen wrote to settle a theological difference. 

4. Curwen wrote to Arthur Savage, translating for him several Latin epigrams 


and expressing his hesitation in turning into Latin an English sentence Savage sug- 
gested “without knowing the antecedent to which the that refers.” 
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zz. Air mild, soft, wind W. a.m. walk alone. Dined abroad. 
S[amuel] S[ewall], Parson P[eeters] and C[larke| drank tea with 
me; former invited myself and C. to pass next Saturday p.m. at his 
home and Peeters this evening to a party at cards. Accepted and supt.° 


12. Air pleasant and mildish. S. Conant breakfasted with me. Deliv- 
ered him a square tortoiseshell snuff box cost 13/ sterling filled with 
Brazil snuff cost 2/6 for my wife which he promises to deliver faith- 
fully. Gave last directions about a coat I am in treaty about. Reminded, 
again, Secretary of Mariners Lodge of my removal from them that he 
has neglected to minute down. Drank tea at Mrs. Greene’s, and from 
thence to Lodge of Instructions at usual place. 


3. Air mild, milky and thin clouds, sun peeps and veils alternately, 
wind N.W. Walk out intentionally to attend service at Westminster 
Abbey it being Good Friday. Entering I found choir shut, no service 
or over, but couldn’t learn which, so totally ignorant, or unconcerned, 
all people here in general of everything not their immediate business, 
or pursuit. Returning I stopt in at Whitehall Chappell. The Dean of 
Rochester was there preaching from “Forever hereunto were ye 
called, because Christ also suffered for us &c.” Lord North and my 
Countryman attended at same place, though I knew it not till in- 
formed by the latter at whose house I drank tea this p.m. with Judge 
Oliver, Mr. and Mrs. Elisha Hutchinson by their express invitation. I 
accompanied them from their own house in Newman Street Oxford 
Street where I went to pay them a visit, they being preengaged here. 
Since my last visit to Westminster Abbey, to my surprize I found a 
monument erected to honour the late Doctor Isaac Watts.® It was a 
Bust of white polished marble supported by a square tablet of same 
about 2 feet dimensions with these words at bottom ‘“‘Banks fecit.” In 
tablet is the Doctor at full length in miniature, clothed in a loose 
garment, sitting in a thoughtful posture, his head covered with lank 
hairs resting on his left hand, his right leaning on a table, holding a pen, 
denoting the having just finished a sentence; his arm siezed or grasped 
by a female, in a loose attire, which I suppose to represent Prudence or 
some Virtue correspondent to the design, which I do not profess 


5. A line to Gov. William Browne arranged a visit to the British Museum. 

6. Isaac Watts, the Keble of the Nonconformists, died in 1748 and was buried in 
Bunhill Fields. The monument Curwen saw “was mutilated by the hand of wanton- 
ness” before 1810 but later repaired. A. P. Stanley, Historic Memoirs of West- 
minster Abbey, 2d ed. (New York, 1882), 2:51, n. 1. 
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thoroughly to comprehend. Tis executed in basso relievo, highly fin- 
ished. The head resembles Mr. Locks. It gave me great pleasure 
and reflects honour on the age whose character is all narrowness 
and illiberality. May generous principles respecting religious princi- 
ples ever subsist in this nation, till time shall be no more, and may 
People of all denominations say AMEN. Memo: I was informed 
by Judge Oliver that the daily consumption of coals at Birmingham is 
300 being an answer I put to him. 


14. Air mild, cloudy and clear alternately, wind W. Called on Mr. 
Wiswall, took him out to a walk, shaped our course to Camberwell to 
take a peep at Mr. Maddocks the florist garden. Entertained with a 
fine show of auriculas and hyacinths. From whence rambled across 
roads to Westminster bridge. Stopt at Spring Garden Coffee House, 
both dined on soup, from thence home and from thence to Mr. S.S.,; 
drank tea with Mr. Davis and a Mr. . Evening at home. 





15. Wind and weather as yesterday. Confined by an aguish pain in 
my jaws accompanied or pestered by it ever since easterly wind set in. 
Went not out till between 6 and 7 o’clock and drank coffee at Grays 
Inn Coffee House. Passed evening at theological disputing club No. 
228 high Holborn. Question proposed to be discussed “And the flame 
of their torments shall ascend up for ever and ever,” a miserable enter- 
tainment this. A Methodist parson standing up, consumed a large por- 
tion of time making a preachment on sovereign grace, and particular 
Election. It was with great difficulty he was set down, so full was he 
of matter, such as it was, and so earnest to be delivered thereof. His 
answerer, who reprobated in plain and severe terms the audacity of 
fanatic tradesmen, who without learning or any one qualification, 
intrude forth their crudities on the public was answered by a sensible 
religious man who manifestly proved his crudities were as far beyond 
reason as the mechanic teachers fell below. He spake not immediately 
to the subject the main intention being a reproof to the rationalist. ‘This 
was the only entertaining speech during the assembly for it could not 
be strictly denominated a disputation. This is my third and will prob- 
ably be my last visit to these insipidities which, I fear, deserve a harsher 
name—perhaps, pernicious. 


16. Fine clear air and mild, wind W. Abroad till 7. At Brides 
Church to attend service it being Easter Tuesday, a sermon being 
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annually preacht there on the preceeding and following days in this 
week to the blue Coat hospital boys who walk in procession from 
thence to this Church, where some dignified Clergyman preaches; at 
this time Doctor Ross, Bishop of Exeter preached. Not one distinct 
sentence came to my Ears though in a pew in gallery not 12 feet dis- 
tant. Drank tea at Brother Fraziers. Returned home and abode with 
old Landlord till after 1 o’clock. 


17. Morn clear, smoaky, mild, wind W., dim Sun. Accompanied 
Thomas Goldthwait to Wiswalls lodgings by his desire having called 
on me for that purpose in order to offer him the living at Dunmore 
in Essex, of considerable value which the Rector gave Mr. G. leave to 
offer to any American Clergyman out of employment. The terms 
offered was £50 salary and considerable emoluments, the neibour- 
hood agreeable for term of life, or as long as Mr. W. shall please. Dined 
at Cannon Coffee House, after, in Park met S[amuel] P[orter] my 
townsman for the first time, sundry others, Americans. Returned 
back with Mr. G. at 3 and there remained. 


18. Milky sky, sun dim, air mild, lively. A sound struck my ear 
whilst in bed like short claps of thunder, which proved to be voltic, 
dicharged in the tower of proof of small arms there. Visited Mrs. 
Hay to enquire whether she had seen J[onathan] R[ussell], found he 
had paid her 2 visits, his stay in London 4 days, neglected to call on 
me. Left his card or rather letter acquainting me of his designs to go 
out of town next day. An odd mixture of complaisance and neglect. 
In Eve at Covent Garden theatre to see an old play revived entituled 
A new way to pay old debts.” Entertainment Barnaby Brittle, this part 
by Quick, who also acted Justice Greedy. In the whole were some 
humourous strokes, many low, all applauded. A favorite actor will 
succeed and raise a clap of applause, which in another will produce a 
hiss. ’ Tis with the public as in Court. “Kissing goes by favour.” 


19, Mild air, somewhat damp, wind S. Night before sat up till 3 
o'clock with Mrs. Landlady. Walkt to B. Thompson’s® lodgings in 
Pall Mall, drank tea with Mrs. Council &c. Eve at Crown Lodge, best 
making I was ever present at. 

7. A New Way to pay Old Debts, a comedy by Philip Massinger (1583-1640), 


produced in 1633. 
8. Benjamin Thompson (1752-1814), later Count Rumford. 
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20. Fine, brisk, mild air, dampish, wind S.W., p.m. W. Called at 
Col. B., there staid, drank tea, and passed Eve. In returning home a 
rude fellow attempted, unprovoked, to push me down with his elbow, 
which he threw before me, but I happily avoided by having time to 
throw out my arm that defended my breast that would otherwise 
have received a sad stroke, just as I was entering Sidney’s alley. 


21. Fine mild air, wind at times brisk then lulled. Meridian rainy 
appearance. Walkt out to see model of ancient Rome, scale of 1 inch 
to 9o feet, making a square of 11 or 12 feet on each side, but the 
topographical or ground scale does not hold with respect to heigth of 
buildings, pillars &c., appearing to be on a large scale. Meeting Mr. 
Timmins received an invitation to dine at his house this day, and at 2 
o'clock sett off for it on foot. In meantime Mr. Wiswall coming to 
my door, instead of entering produced his design of walking, directing 
our way through fields to Islington Spar, Sadlers Wells, Bagnigge, 
places he had never before seen. Returned by way of Hatton Garden 
or street. Dined with G[ilbert] H[arrison] at Mr. T.’s. Returned 
home, mode pedestri as I went, at 8 o’clock. 


22. Cloudy but mild. At Meridian sun though dim, wind W. Sun- 
day. At Essex house Chappell. At door met John Tremlet of Exeter, 
who appearing glad to see me, we joyned company, and being a little 
too early, turned back and walkt for a short space on pavements in 
Temple. Returning I accomodated him with a seat in our pew. Mr. 
Lindsay preached, text, “Neither pray I for them alone, but for them 
also which shall believe in me through the word &c.” Took a post 
service walk in Temple, and then separated, he being engaged. I went 
homewards; Mr. Dalglish calling on me we went out, and dined 
together at Furnivals Inn Cellar Ordinary and from thence to my 
Chappell. Mr. Lindsay preached, text “And when he had thus spoken, 
he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus &c.” Mr. Dalglish came home with 
me and drank tea; afterwards both adjourned to Crown and Cushion 
Lodge, Parker Street, little Queen street, where we passed evening. 


23. Brisk and mildish air, wind S.W. Walkt to Treasury and at this 
2d application received order and in consequence the Cash at Bank. 
Dined at same Ordinary as yesterday with Mr. Dalglish and another 
countryman of mine from whence to Owens Coffee House to take 
glass of wine and after over to my room to drink tea. S.P. called on me 
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whilst, but declined tea on score of his health which he thinks 1m- 
paired, though his face does not discover any signs of ill health. After 
my Companion’s departure I took an evening airing and returned 
home to write a letter to Brother Greenbury inviting him to my lodg- 
ings following day with, I hope better success than my last, which did 
not receive in time. Remainder alone. 


24. Wind N. somewhat harsh. a.m. walk. On enquiry find 3 tickets 
out of 6 held in common with W.C. blanks. Loss 35/9 out of 41/ Out 
till 4 o’clock. Eve alone. Brother Greenbury having received his 
wages have given me since a 2d go by, perhaps through necessity or 
convenience justifiable. 


25. Very fine, pleasant air. Walkt to Col. B., he detained me with 
him. Passed till dinner in rambling together round Marybone, in 
neibourhood of a spot late Gardens, I saw for first time, an old brick 
building called Queen Mary’s Country Seat, in pretty nearly same 
condition she left it more than 200 years since, being in a villa some 
miles from the City of London on its then circumscribed limits, %4 of 
the way to it, now builded being then country. ”Tis low studded, and 
lofty roof, small windows, many juttings and projections. Is now in 
private hands, a nobleman’s and is used as a boarding school. Its con- 
tents, and of the grounds the same, unlessend, nor enlarged. Dined, 
drank tea and passed evening with my Townsfolks, and in returning 
met and rejected more filles du joye through haymarket, Coventry 
street, Cranborn and Sidney’s Alley than common though this route 
is never without these cruisers in too great plenty. 


26. Sky milky, air mild. Within ull p.m. Wrote to A.S. and W.C. 
at Bath an account of our ill success in Lottery. Mr. Goldthwait, and 
after Mr. Danforth called and dined with me on cold salted beef and 
asparagus and at 5 departed to Mrs. Hay’s by assignment with com- 
pany Col. B. and Lady to have been of the party which accident pre- 
vented. We had a Mr. and Mrs. Atkinson late of Boston and after a 
Mr. Greene who in dress equalled a Nobleman of highest rank and 
quality, girded with a military mans side weapon. Being just sit down 
by the card table he entered and availing myself thereof excused my- 
self and departed not without great unwillingness from the Company 
who would have detained me. Glad to be excused I adjourned to my 
more agreeable weekly rendezvous the Crown Ale House Lodge and 
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from thence home at 10 o’clock, and very soon betook myself to the 
Couch of repose. 


27. Morn dull drisly and coolish, wind at N.E. Within till p.m. Col. 
Erving and Mr. Dalglish called, the latter to accompany him to Com- 
mons house which I was pleased with. First taking a mildish repast 
at Furnivals Inn Ordinary, entering the gallery at easy expense of 5d 
each. The Subject of debate was East Indian affairs, the orator being 
Lord North, his opponents Burke, Charles Fox &c. After an hour’s 
abode left my partner to hear the result and returned home finding 
Brother Greenbury there who agreeable to last evening’s appointment 
came to pass this eve with me in Freemason working. Drank tea and 
supt and at 12 departed. 


28. Fine mild air, clearish, wind N. Visited my friend Gov. B., being 
detained by him who was himself confined by an ill turn which seized 
him very violently. My intention in going was to acquaint her that 
Belles Strategem was to be acted this night having engaged to accom- 
pany her to see it. 


29. Air rawish but pleasant, wind N. At Essex house Church being 
Sunday. Doctor Priestley preached “Rejoyce in the Lord always, and 
again I say, Rejoyce.” A most excellent discourse, proving beyond 
contradiction that religion and virtue are the only just Sources of true 
delight and joy, or as he modified the language, of settled, calm 
serenity of mind. Twas a discourse worthy a Christian Divine to 
preach, and happy would those be on whose minds those blessed truths 
were impressed in indelible characters. After service walkt to 
Minories, called on Mrs. Hay who being engaged to dine at Token 
house yard I attended her there, my design of calling on her being to 
acquaint her with Mr. and Mrs. B. reasons for not waiting on her nor 
sending a card of excuse for last Thursdays p.m. Mr. Dalglish called 
in my absence. Mr. Wiswall was by my invitation my fellow wor- 
shipper at Essex Town Chappell p.m. service Mr. Lindsay preached, 
text “Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name &c?”” My com- 
panion drank tea with me expressing in conversation his professed 
dislike of Mr. Lindsay’s attempt to reform the liturgy, which religion 
establishment prejudice is unhappy leaven of a narrow education and 
manifests a fettered mind. I hope, I hope I have sufficient reason to 
rejoyce that mine is [free] from those manacles. I plainly see it may be 
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politically useful to state managers and hierarchists whose views ex- 
tend not beyond this present mortal state but in no view to be sup- 
ported on the ground of advancing the cause of truth and manly senti- 
ment, and genuine unadulterated CHRISTIANITY. As Satan would 
enter among the Sons of God, as we read in the first chapter of Job, so 
worldly conversations will always intrude into worldly establish- 
ments, and thereby leaven the whole lump. At 8 o’clock walkt to 
Crown and Rolls Tavern to pass an hour at a Free Mason School of 
instruction, but no member appearing I departed and called at Mr. 
Peeters passing an hour with him and another gentleman till usual 
hour of 11. 


30. Morn fresh clear and pleasant, air rawish, wind N.E. Entered 
Col. and Mrs. B. name with my own for admission 2 or 3 days hence, 
lists till that time filled, our name for first vacancy. Thence home. 
Called on S. Conant, took him and Mrs. Jones to Crown Ordinary in 
Bow Church lane where we dined. Departed to my lodgings and 
drank tea. Took a short p.m. stroll and passed Eve per me ipsum. 


May 1. Sky milky, wind W., wrote to West, Ebenezer;’ left it at 
his lodgings Redriff. p.m. walk to Mr. A.S. Brompton, disappointed 
for the 4th time. Memo: No future visits there without appointment. 
Returned and drank coffee at Furnivals Inn Coffee House. Eve at 
home tot sol. 


2. Morn clearish, mild and calm. Fane at N.E. point. a.m. at Ger- 
rards Auction room to view his medals and coins to be disposed of 
tomorrow. P.M. drank tea at Mrs. Greene’s. Abode with her 2 hours, 
remainder at home with Mrs. and Miss at Whist. 


3. Air pleasant and mild, wind N.E. Passed Monday at Gerrards 
auction. Bought a box No. 14 in Catalogue. Dined at Welsh Coffee 
House, St. Martin’s Court with A.S. and proceeded with him to his 
lodgings. Drank tea and took leave soon after. Eve at my weekly 
lodge. 


4. Air raw and brisk N.E. At Gerrard’s coin sale, bought nothing. 
Dined at Col. B.’s. There heard of Mrs. Sargeant’s death. Waited on 


1. To Ebenezer West “on board ship Beckford lying at Elephant Stairs, Redriff,” 
Curwen wrote, “should New York, as you once informed me be one of your ports of 
delivery, on arrival there I would have you mention me as enjoying as tolerable a 
state of health as the increasing infirmities of old age can admit, but dispairing ever 
again to tempt the faithless ocean.” 
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Mrs. Browne to Covent Gardens Theatre to Duenna. Departed before 
end of entertainment, Mrs. B. being taken with a violent headach 
occasioned by heat of house, seated in a side box. Arrived at lodgings 
at 12 fine. 


s. Morn coolish, sky milky, wind fresh N.E. Went to see Mr. Dal- 
glish and leave my address at London Coffee House Ludgatehill for 
Mr. Tremlet, hence home and so continued, air being of a jaw pain 


making quality. 


6. Denifnoc yb headach. E.W. came to pay his farewell visit, the 
ship being about to go down to Gravesend. Dined with me. I wish 
him a prosperous voyage. 


7. Air cold and chilly, wind N.E., sun dimmed, appearance of rain. 
Mr. Dalglish calling on me we went to Furnivals Inn under ground 
Ordinary, thence to Mr. Mattocks at Walworth to see his fine show of 
tulips which unfavourable weather deforms greatly and preventing 
that beautiful pleasing display that might otherwise be expected. 
Hence returned by Dog and Duck tea house, abiding together there 
¥, hour and then separated each to his assignation, mine being to Col. 
B. where I drank tea and passed an hour and from thence to Crown Ale 
House Lodge of George Street; present at a making imperfect, 
though performed by a very good lecturer. 





8. Chilly raw air, wind N.E. a.m. passed at public Exhibition of 
paintings, drawings and sculpture of Royal Academy in Somerset 
house strand. A great concourse, all well dressed genteel people as 
usual; large exhibition room inconveniently crouded but being my 
good fortune to secure an advantageous seat about centrical, which 
from arrangement and construction of room and pictures yielded 
a finer view and better light. I kept in close connexion with a gentle- 
man of taste and judgment disposed to communicate, and seeming 
happy to show off and please, by whom I was entertained and by him 
instructed in many articles relative to Fine Arts that has opened my 
mind and had I pleased might have continued to the end of the exhibi- 
tion for aught, for he no sooner had finished one subject than he 
passed to another with the greatest ease and readiness as though what 
he said has been wrote down on paper before his eyes. On taking leave 
which was delayed for at least an hour extra, he seemed reluctant to 
part but my particular engagement rendered it necessary. P.M. entered 
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Exchange Coffee House,” drank coffee, furnisht with daily news and 
period papers and pamphlets that amused till called to attend coach 
makers hall Society where I heard the following trite subject of the 
present day disputed: Are the doubts respecting Captain Donnellan’s 
guilt expressed in the late publications since his execution sufficient to 
unsettle the belief of people concerning it. There were two who sup- 
ported the affirmative, more than double who denied it. The President 
was about to put the question, when a person who by his appearance 
was an Attorney or young barrister started up and proposed whether 
it would be decent to determine in this Company on a point already 
decided by a jury. Though from the short imperfect notes I took I 
can’t determine for a certainty how it was determined, I am clear there 
is no room in my mind to doubt the Captain’s guilt and that the after 
publications have just a plausability as might appear in every such a 
complicated case as this is. The Society by the President was ad- 
journed to September next. 


g. Last night extream cold, morn cold, sky clear, wind N.E. a.m. 
walk with Mr. Wiswall whom I called on for the purpose, to Cuckolds 
point. Just after leaving Black Friars Bridge a couple of servant look- 
ing men came riding Jehu like in a lofty Phaeton, both men unhappily 
continued out at a distance each from the other, but how twas unac- 
countable the chaize not being overset nor harness broken and the 
road as level and free from inequalities as a garden gravel walk and laid 
sprawling on each side of the road at 20 rods distant with each a broke 
thigh. We left the poor wretches surrounded by crouds who appeared 
harried and in a maze nor aiding nor seeming to understand what 
assistance to afford. I afterwards heard they were conveyed to some 
hospital but tis to be feared that they had paid dearly enough for their 
madness and carelessness. In order to vary the objects and divert my 
leg weary companion we crossed the river in a wherry to Limehouse 
hole and took the road wide of pavements which had galled my poor 
walking Companion’ feet. In field road met a boy with a thin glass in 
his hand of the shape of a bottle and size of 2 quarts, flatted at bottom, 
a hole in center about 2 inches over, and a small opening on one side 
squared to which he applied his mouth, making thereby an agreeable 
sound. He called it a music glass. Taking shortest road to City we 
dined together at Mid p.m. and going to his lodgings drank tea and 
passed evening there. 


2. Probably the Stock Exchange Coffee House on Threadneedle Street at the end 
of Sweeting’s Alley, No. 1271 in Lillywhite, Coffee Houses. 
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10. Morn clear air, cold, wind N.E. Made an unsuccessful visit to 
Mr. Danforth, being gone out. Returned and dined early at home. 
Walkt out to Change and remained in the croud unknown, unknow- 
ing and unemployed but in my usual manner when abroad, in staring. 
Thence returning through Newgate street and seeing an unusual great 
croud, on enquiry was told twas the Assembly coming out of Christ 
Church, there having been service performed, annually as on this day 
to the Children of the Charities in London. The numbers this day 
attending the Doorkeeper said was 5000 but this I was after informed 
exceeded the number of attendants this day. They collect and walk 
to Church from Mansion house together and from Church each par- 
ticular charity to their respective school, appear in their respective 
institution habits, all of which in regard to colour and trimming are 
different. The boys hats or caps fancifully ornamented; girls wearing 
a label printed, specifying school or charity they belong to and the 
number of males and females of that charity. The ensign or device 
carried before, forgetfulness hath obliterated its traces. Drank tea with 
Mrs. C. Evening at school of instruction, a lean performance, Brother 
Bushman in the Chair. 


11. Morn damp, dull air but warm, wind N.E. Dined abroad. p.m. 
Mr. Clarke drank tea with me and after took a circuits strole through 
moorfields to Old Street Charter house garden wall and along thence 
to Turnpike on roads to Sadlers Wells, back through Coldbath field 
to Greys Inn Lane, closing the whole by a few turns in gardens and 
on pavement before Furnivals Inn. The prissy habit of my Companion 
not admitting him to accompany me 5 miles in less than an hour and 
Y, without fatigue, he complained of my quick pace and I fancy will 
prevent his future accompanyment on the road. In this road a beggar 
woman coming up either to move compassion, or excite mirth ad- 
dressed me in the following words: “God send, my dear good gentle- 
man, that I was married to you,” to which I didn’t think it prudent to 
make a reply. Eve at cards.* 


12. Air clear and soft, wind E. At the lodge of british museum. I 
found the tickets for admission disposed of to others by porters wrong 
information, being 2d application for same company by careless or 
unfortunate management. Admission for a company is often em- 
barrast and delayed when a single person may have access often first 


day of application. Called on Mr. B. to inform him of the baulk. Here- 
3. A line to Edward Greenbury asking him to call. 
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upon I proceeded intentionally to visit Mr. Timmins whom Mr. Dan- 
forth on whom I called had seen shortly before my arrival pass down 
cityward. Abode with him an hour. Two visitors called in my absence. 
Passed evening at home per me ipsum. 


13. An exceeding fine morn, clear milky sky wind N.W. Sunday 
at usual place and preacher, text, “Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together &c.” p.m. text, “And the Lord spoke unto Moses 
saying, Speak unto Children of Israel, All congregations of them, say- 
ing unto them ‘Ye shall be holy, for I the Lord thy God am holy.’ ” 
After service proceeded to Foundling hospital, intending to be at 
service, but was denied admittance, not having a ticket in which case 
a contribution was demanded. Went back and entering Grays Inn 
gardens walkt therein 34 and thence home. 


14. Morn cloudy, damp, air mild, wind N.E. p.m. uncommonly hot 
air. Within tll after 2 o’clock, departed from house intentionally for 
a long ramble; taking road to Vauxhall I surrounded it, passed to Lam- 
beth Church and Palace, returned over Westminster Bridge, arriving 
fatigued enough at Samuel Toulmins house where I abode and drank 
tea with Mr. Higginson and Simpson. Thence to White Hart lodge 
in strand, called Corinthian. Memo: attend no regular lodges but at 
makings and raisings hereafter. Useless to me except when so em- 
ployed and not to my taste. Returned home at 12. 


15. Air damp, warmish, cloudy, wind N.E. At meridian warm. 
Called at british museum, found tickets not contained in order though 
names entered. Tis a topsy turvy jumble, notwithstanding govern- 
mental order I suspect partiality either in managers or the servants. 
Walkt to Queen Mary Country retreat beforementioned. Memo: be- 
longs to Duke of Portland informed by a neibour. Eve at home with 
Mrs. Landlady. 


16. Air mild, dampish, meridian drisly. a.m. walk to Foundling 
hospital by Woolwich ditto to Bagnigge Wells and Newbricks hall, 
on Clerkenwell green, thence through Church and field lanes, home. 


17. Air mild and damp, wind N. a.m. walk to Mr. Dalglish to en- 
deavour to gain him admittance into museum. Returned re infecta, 
the lists being filled. Recetved my own and Gov. B. and Ladys tickets 
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for admission at 1 o’clock on following Wednesday. Proceeded on 
through Square to Tyburn where Mr. Dalglish had never been before 
and returned via eadem to Bloomsbury market Tavern and eating 
house and dined on alamode before and drank Yorkshire stings. At 6 
o’clock Col. B. called and took me from Lodgings to his, drank tea 
and passed till 8 o’clock and departed thence to attend weekly lodge. 


18. Morn drisly and warm, Wind N.E. a.m. walk to Brother Green- 
bury to engage his company this evening. Passed a meridian hour at 
Furnivals Inn Coffee House and Musket Man in Fleet market; told 
me on a question I put to him that he had disposed of 40 score heads 
of lettuce at Covent Garden market as was his usual custom to call 
there, leave the best of his garden stuff, that being the best supply in 
green and herb articles of any in London. They refuse his business 
down our way. Evening met Brother Greenbury according to 
promise. From him received a lecture on 3 Degrees. 


19. Very damp and dusky, wind N.E., a little cool. Mr. Dalglish 
called in a.m. and made party to Vauxhall this evening. Within tll 
summoned to our evenings diversion, where soon after arrival I found 
a young Townsman unexpectedly, Jonathan Gardner and soon after 
another by the name of Harriden who, at length, but with evident 
tokens of fear and distrust joined us, passing a cheerful evening to- 
gether returned, in a coach to my lodgings where they dropped me 
and proceeded to their rendezvous having with them 2 Town filles du 
joye which was the first intercourse with persons in that line since my 
arrival in England and I really believe will be the last; one of our 
Company having malgre moi made them of our party. Alighted at 
12 o'clock. 


20. Misty dampish air, mild, wind N.W. Sunday at usual place and 
preacher, text, “Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” A meridian 
walk on Black Fryar Bridge, dined at home. p.m. text “And they 
that use this word, as not abusing it, For &c.” Drank tea at Mr. 
Wiswall’s, company for evening a Mr. Lyde. 


21. Morn clear, warm and fine, wind brisk, N.E., light white clouds 
and blew sky. Wrote to R. Ward and Mrs. C[urwen]. Walkt to Mr. 
Timmins who was sick and abed, Mrs. abroad at dinner with a friend. 
Crossed over fields to Mr. A.S., drank tea with a roomfull of com- 
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pany. At 8 took leave and arrived at 9 o’clock at home. Memo: having 
occasion to partake of a head of Silesia lettuce I had bought 2 days 
before, ordered the maid to bring it up, but she, by a message from her 
mistress, said there was none. Enquiring what was become of it re- 
plyed she did not know. I questioned her if I had not brought one in, 
she replyed yes; If I had used it she answered, No; what then was 
become of it, she didn’t pretend to answer nor could I force one from 
her, a tacit confession of her knowledge of her mistress falsehood and 
theft who to the last denied I had ever brought one in, calling my 
understanding and memory of a fact 2 days old in doubt, and with as 
unparralleld effrontery insisted on her declaration that I had had 
none. I mention this as a proof of a well known fact, that those of her 
profession are almost to a unit spunging, impudent, and lyars for 
interest sake, from whence I draw this corolary that experience 
evinces the truth of, that there is a uniformity of manners and prin- 
ciples being found and adhering to each separate order, profession 
and occupation over the face of the whole in a greater or less degree. 
Evening at home. 


22. Light, quick motioned clouds, wind E., fresh gale. Sun in and 
out. Visited Mr. B., by his invitation staid to dinner and p.m. and 
evening. Company Mr. Brindley, Mrs. B., [Mrs.] Brindley. Went out 
on a visit to Mrs. Gray, Brompton who lies dangerously ill. Re- 
mainder of evening in my own room though urged to stay below.* 


23. Air raw, clear and blowy, wind N.E. still. This day at 11 
o'clock entered british museum and by Doctor [Woide?] the tran- 
scriber and publisher complaisance was shown Alexandrian manu- 
script of New Testament, who favoured me with many ingenious 
remarks and read me several passages which I confess I should without 
his assistance have difficulty to have hobbled through from the pe- 
culiar manner of writing therein found. Tis said to be older than the 


4. To his wife, Curwen reiterated “I must and do assuredly promise myself your 
compliance with my third requisition, instant dismission of R[ussell] W[yer] from 
my late house and all future concerns in all, any, and every way whatsoever, and that 
my next advices will present me with the satisfactory relation of your ready cheerful, 
unreluctant submission to terms my weak complaisance to your overweening fond- 
ness indulged for an unworthy object has reduced us to.” This was sent under cover 
to Richard Ward (signed “from you know who”), Curwen urging in a postscript: 
“Be careful, if practicable, not to suffer the proscribed to reenter the doors of my late 
house after a fair riddance.” This day Curwen also wrote to Cabot about the forth- 
coming lottery. 
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Arian controversie, and is without the 7 Verse of 5 Chapter in 1 
Epistle of St. John, and therefore justly suspected to have been 
foisted in to help out orthodox cause of Trinity in unity, which 
though heterodox arithmatic 1s orthodox theology. Tis wrote in great 
capitals, without distinction of points or words, letters following in 
equidistant spaces. A facsimile copy is now preparing by my In- 
formant who appears learned, and is very obliging. He gave me copy 
of his proposals or two and in return I promist I wouldn’t fail to do 
him all the good I could to forward his subscription. He has at least 
my hearty good wishes and if within my power should have assistance 
of my purse. After having gone through part of our course through 
the rooms, my companions Colonel and Mrs. B. appeared and joyned 
us. We were attended by Doctor Solander, some of a company of 
persons of distinction, viz.: Lady Dowager Wynne and her young 
son the Baronet, and several of literature whose names either I heard 
not or have forgot. Among other curiosities were shown is King 
Edward 6 Journal, written with his own hand, volumes of Royal 
letters; it seems the letters from Princes of Europe to one another 
are all preserved, and after the death of writer are sent back to their 
respective Courts. Royal letters are all of one size. Seal is never 
broken, a ribbon run through the wax is cut, in order to open it, as 
told us by Doctor Solander, and the manner of folding shown. Some 
gentleman showed Colonel, Mrs. B. and myself an Oyster shell put 
into our hands of a roundish form, about 4 inches over, which he 
said was valued at 100 guineas; another lying by its side of a larger, 
rather more water, of no more value than 10. They both had a faint 
mother of pearl cast. The next object that sticks by way is the arm 
and hand of a female mummy that Wortley Montague had from the 
Royal repository out of the great Pyramid; supposed to be remains 
of a Queen. Doctor Solander says tis the tallest he ever saw, though 
to the number of 60; height of body taken by the rule being 5’6 inches, 
a short race, if the above be one of the tallest. At gate of Museum we 
parted each going to his respective homes. At 6 o’clock young Gard- 
ner and Captain Harriden called, drank tea, Ebenezer West also 
present. With 2 former I walkt to Ranelagh where I passed the 
intermediate time till 11, the hour the Company then beginning to 
grow numerous and the walk therefore crouded and inconvenient, 
having staid my allotted time, and young Gardner seeming palled 
we persuaded Captain Harriden to accompany us, which he did not 
unreluctantly. At my arrival home found a letter from A.S. inform- 
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ing me of Mr. Thompson’s compliment and wish to see me at II 
o'clock tomorrow at his lodgings. 


24. Wind brisk, raw at N.E. Went out early in order to be at Mr. 
Thompsons inviting time, being a little beforehand he was not re- 
turned home from Lord George Germaine where he always break- 
fasts, dines and sups so great a favourite is he. To kill 4% an hour I 
loitered to Park through Palace and on 2d return, found him at his 
lodgings. He received me in a friendly manner taking me by hand, 
talkt with great freedom, promist to remember and serve me in the 
way I made this visit to propose to him. Promises are easily made 
and genteel delusive encouragement the staple articles of trade be- 
longing to the Courtiers profession. I put no hopes on the fair ap- 
pearances of outward behaviour, though it is uncandid to suppose 
all mean to deceive, but 7zamy wish to serve who have it not in their 
power, meaning some will wish to be thought of importance and 
significancy and this often leads to deceit. This young man is native 
of Massachusetts, was shop lad to J.A., my next neibour, ever ap- 
peared active, good natured, and sensible; by a strange concurrence 
of Evils is now under Secretary to American Secretary of State, 
Inspector of all clothing sent to America, Leiutenant Colonel Com- 
mandant of house dragoons at New York; income arriving herefrom 
is as I’ve been told 6 or 7,000 a year, lately considerably less. Be that 
as it may at any rate, they yield a sum in amount infinitely beyond 
his most sanguine expectations. He is, beside, a member of Royal 
Society, tis said of an ingenious turn, an inventive imagination, and 
by being on one commission in Channel service with Sir Charles 
Harding has formed a more regular and better digested system for 
signals than that heretofore used. Seems to be of an happy even 
temper, gentle deportment, and reputed of an excellent heart and 
peculiarly respectful to Americans that fall in his way. Dined at 
Bloomsbury Market Ordinary on alamode beef, drank tea at Mrs. 
G[ardiner], by appointment Mr. S[ewall] and Mr. W[iswall], the 
latter just going off to his Cure in Oxford. At his request jumpt into 
Carriage with him, alighted at Crosskeys Inn Great Church Street, 
from thence on foot by way of amusement and killing time to Boars 
head East cheap and in the identical spot Nym, Pistol Bardolph, Hal 
and Sir John Falstaff were wont to assemble together in to pass their 
jovial evenings in 300 years since. After a regale of a bowl of Punch 
to the remembrance of these social blades, we returned back to 
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Crossings, and in Mr. W [iswall]’s lodging room passed 2 hours. Supt 
with our companion on Lobsters and Salmon and took leave at ro 
o'clock. Remainder of my Eve at Croun Lodge. 


25. Fair, air raw, wind boisterous, N.E. Dekaw thiw h.a., denifnoc 
ybereth tot die. Mr. Clarke by invitation drank tea with me, and 
abode 2 hours, gave me a long recital of his sufferings in New Eng- 
land. His condition here is truly pitiable, but a natural firmness, or 
want of strong sensibility, for I know not which, keeps him above 
despondence or a flatness of spirits, where is the cause, tis now happy 
for him. 


26. Fair, clear fine air, very pleasant sun, wind N.E., however mild. 
Meridian long circuits ramble and by chance fell into 13 Cantons, 
dined on excellent alamode beef and salad, clean house and no in- 
terruption. 


27. Fine clear air, blew sky, wind lively but mild, and at N.E. 
Sunday, usual place, preacher, text, “If I be a man of God, and 
Elijah answered and said etc.”’ An ingenious explanation of history, 
and exculpation of the Prophets spirit showing his conduct to be 
only in consequence of and obedience to divine orders. The universal 
Lord and Sovereign over all his works, has an undoubted right to 
punish in what way and where he pleases, and take away life as suits 
the plan of his governing Providence. E. West called on me between 
services. Passed an hour before dinner in Temple Gardens, always 
opened between service and after on a Sunday. p.m. text, “But when 
Herod heard thereof, he said, it is John whom I beheaded &c.” Re- 
turned home and drank tea. Afterwards passed %4 hour at Salters 
Hall Meeting House, Mr. Worthington, younger, preached from 
“Rejoyce evermore.” A full assembly.° 


28. Fine day, a.M. circuits walk. p.m. at home, Captain Gardner 
and Harredon called but declined staying tea, saying they were 
engaged. Walkt down to Stephen Stairs in order to see E.W., dis- 
appointed. Eve with old Landlady. 


29. Exceeding pleasant, warm sun, wind W. Meeting Mr. Van 
Coulster, he invited himself to tea, staid with him till after 6 o’clock 


5. In a letter commencing “Mrs. Curwen,” instead of the usual “My Dear Wife,” 
Curwen again repeated his previous injunction. 
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and then departed to New England Coffee House. In my absence he 
came, leaving word he would call on me tomorrow. Eve per me 
ipsum. 


30. Fine clear air, mild, wind as for many days past N.E. a.m. 
walk to Mr. Timmins, declined invitation to dine. Called on Mr. Dan- 
forth going and coming. Saw him not. Returned and stopt at 13 
Cantons, dined as before on alamode beef and salad. Received an p.m. 
visit from Mr. Peeters who staid an hour. Drank tea and passed eve- 
ning with Mrs. Hay at Backgammon. 


June 1, 1781. Fine pleasant air, brisk but mild. All day confined, on 
bed, by reason of my cold which proves exceeding troublesome, nose 
glut somewhat abated, listless, however, and heavy. Mr. Clarke drank 


tea at my invitation. Tis told me this day has been warmest since 
weather changed. WindS.W. 


2. Milky sky, air brisk, warm, wind N., variable and then to S. Air 
sultry. Within all day, cold abated. Hearing and wasting of my teeth 
and the scorbutier soreness of gums, rendering chewing hard sub- 
stances troublesome and painful are among the proofs of my ap- 
proaching dissolution. Where it shall arise may I meet it with becom- 
ing fortitude, and my previous conduct render it rational.t 


[3. Curwen omitted this day. | 


4. Air mild, dampish, wind W. Sun in and out. Went out for first 
time since Thursday, Disappointed seeing whole royal family, this 
being a show day. Felt too listless to shave and dress. P.M. walk, drank 
tea at home. Eve with family below. 


s. Air mild and fresh. Visited Gov. B. and Mrs. B., both unwell. 
Promist to dine with them latter end of week. Dined at Gun tavern 
Billingsgate on boiled mackerel. p.m. and eve at Mr. Peeters. At 
solace walk with him and boarder in Grays Inn gardens. After supt. 


6. Rainy night and morn, sun out and in. Sky soft looking, rainy 
appearance. Rose earlier, to see 6 criminals carted to execution, our 
Court lying on road to Tyburn, first Phenominon of the kind since 


1. A note to Mrs. Hay excused his absence because of a severe cold. 
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living in England. Holborn, as usual, filled with eager eyed Spec- 
tators. Criminals seems not greatly moved. One appeared in mourn- 
ing. They were conveyed in common carts, halters about them, arms 
pinioned thereby. Afterwards went up, saw them turned off amidst a 
vast throng. Couldn’t but observe dislike expresst among Spectators 
at reprieve of 3 and discharge of 2 women for supposed murder of 
their bastard infants, without knowing any more of the circum- 
stances than I who was entirely ignorant thereof. But ’tis the nature 
of ignorant and lowe class of our species to be hardened against sup- 
posed criminals, and pity the suffering. Returned home by 3 o’clock 
through St. George Fields and along bank side over London bridge. 


7. Milky sky. Meridian Thunder in S., a few claps, and faint flashes 
of lightening without which former had been perceived from rattle 
of Coach wheels. Walkt midway Hyde Park, but a sudden weakness 
in my broken leg, ever and anon reminding of its former disaster, 
together with the threatening aspect at S., determined my return 
back. Dined at Cannon Coffee House on soup. p.M. at home, evening 


at weekly Lodge at Croun Ale House. 


8. Night rainy, morn small same. Air damp, wind W.N. Mr. Erving 
called at Meridian. Eve at home with Mrs. Landlady at cards. 


g. Air mild, damp milky sky, Sun out and in. a.m. walk to and 
abode at Mr. Timmins all day, dined, drank tea. Walkt with him in 
Chelsea Gardens. He and neibours furnisht with keys for that pur- 
pose. All day showers at times. He furnisht me with a Dentifrice 
which he seems choice and uncommunicative of, not to me, tis as 
follows: Pearl powder, Castile soap dried, bole armmiac, myrrh 
pulver, this each rabled to an impalpable powder alum. 


10. Air warm, now and then sprinkling, clouds soft looking, small 
spots of an uncommon blue sky. Sunday at usual place and preacher, 
text, forgotten and subject. p.m. text, “A Devout man and one that 
feared God with all his house &c.” After tea took a circuits ramble 
down Grays Inn Lane, Islingtonward, returning by city road through 
Old Street Hackley in the hole &c. Eve at home. 


11, Air warm and very pleasant, visited Mrs. Greene and Abel 
Willard. Dined at home, drank tea with Mrs. Council, a Mr. Codner 
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and Jones both late from Boston of Company. No material intelli- 
gence obtainable from them. Say both, meat &c. double in price to 
usual in former happy times. Never did an infatuated people wanton 
away their felicity more foolishly, but craft and ambition will ever 
find dupes to compass their pernicious ends. Eve as usual. 


12. Air raw, rain, wind fresh N.E. Dined abroad, drank tea at 
home. Treated 2 family females and one lately entered lodger. 


13. Air mild, moist enough. Visited Mrs. C. and agreed to accom- 
pany her and the Misses Clarkes, neibours to Newington Green, the 
weather permitting and dine with her at 5 o'clock. After to Col. 
Browne’s with whom I dined, drank tea and passed eve. Before dinner 
walkt to a picture Auction at Lambeth and after tea with Mr. B. on 
flat pavements to the squares for an hour. Returned home at 10 
o'clock. 


14. Drisly all day, wind W. Calling on Mrs. C. found Ladies had 
adjourned visit on score of weather. Declined to stay at dinner. Re- 
turned home and drank tea. Received a letter from Mr. Van Coulster 
asking charity.” Mr. Clarke on invitation staid and drank tea with 
me. Eve at Croun Lodge, few met, dispatched 3d Lecture. 


15. Air warm, sky cloudy, Sun out and in. Wind N.W. Drank tea 
with Landladies at their invitation. Eve at Mr. Clarke’s. 


16. Air fresh and warm but lively, wind at W.S. Visited Mr. Green- 
bury and went through Masonry Lecture. A meridian ramble through 
streets in neibourhood of Soho and dined at 13 Cantons. Mr. Clarke 
drank tea with me and after rambled together to Islington Church, 
thence home via Moorfields. 


17. Morn clear and warm. Meridian showry, wind fresh at W., 
pleasant. Sunday, at usual place and preacher, text, “And that from a 
child thou hast known the holy scriptures &c.”’ Dined at home. P.M. 
text, “Give us this day our daily bread.” Drank tea and spent two 


2. Curwen promptly replied to the appeal: “I wish I was in circumstances to afford 
you relief, but being myself, as you, in a country of strangers, and depending on the 
bounty of a Court which furnishes me with the bare necessaries of life, ’tis not in my 
power, though much in my will, to comply with your request. However, if % a 
guinea will be of any service, you will, if your messenger be honest, receive [it] 
from Yr’s. etc.” 
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hours with Mrs. Greene, after walkt in Grays Inn gardens till the 
bell warned Company to withdraw. Signs rain, air damp, coolish. 


18. Cloudy damp air, wind fresh, N. Disappointed in my design of 
walking thereby. Eve long walk, after with Landladies below. 


19. Dark and rainy, wind N.E. Visited E. Hutchinson, paid fare- 
well compliment and wish, going off soon to his summer residence at 
Birmingham. During my visit Thunder Lightning and Rain. Eve at 
home. 


20. Clear air remarkedly hot, intensely so. Le pluspart de jour dans 
ma Chambre. Brother Greenbury drank tea and passed Eve; a curious 
Freemason interview. 


21. 2 preceding nights inconveniently hot, air still fervid, wind 
however fresh N. Paid Mr. and Mrs. B. a visit. p.m. at home. Drank 
tea at Furnival’s Inn Coffee House, read news and after 4 bottle 


cyder. Eve at Croun Lodge. 


22. Air fresh, mild and pleasant, within till 3 o’clock, taking Mr. 
Clarke, walkt to Newington Green and drank tea with Mr. Snelson. 
Passed 2 or 3 hours in an agreeable chat in Summer Garden house, 
my companion bore no share therein by reason of his deafness. Re- 
turned back by Kingstead through [7 word] road, worship street, 
thence through Moorfields. In our way came across a Mountebank 
or stage Doctor, on an elevated stage covered with a ragged blanket, 
the more dirty faced, ragged mob, demonstrating to their satisfaction, 
no doubt, the superior excellence of his mostrums to those of Dis- 
pensary ones, and the more safe and secure state of Patients under his 
management than Hospitals and common receptacles of sick and 
wounded poor, whose lives, health and ease he said, truly, were as 
dear to them as the best gentry or highest nobility in the land, and he 
further added, of as much use to the public, which, for ought I know 
is equally true. Returned to Lodgings about 9 o’clock, being nearly 
an hour in performing. Eve below. 


23. Air still, mild and pleasant, now and then sprinkling. Within 
till 8, walkt to Mr. B. to take last farewell of him and Mrs. B. who 
is soon to depart to his Government at Bermuda, never more expecting 
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to see him again in this world. Passed eve and supt at Mr. Councills, 
invited to dinner tomorrow, agreed. 


24. Cloudy, wind fresh N.E. Sunday, At usual place and preacher, 
text “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that &c.” 
Dined at Mr. Clarke’s. p.m. text “And he said unto another, follow 
me &c.”’ After service drank tea where I dined, and afterwards walkt 
with him over London bridge to Bermondsey Spa, entered, drank 
bottle cyder and eat each a cake, Returned together and supt on 
green pease. Took leave at 11 o'clock. 


25. Within till 6 o’clock, drank tea with Parson Peeters, after walkt 
down to New England Coffee House, passed 2 hours there. Young 
Gould® a Bostonian came up to us and offered to carry letters to my 
friends in Massachusetts being bound to New York in a few days. 


26. Morn milky sky, air warm. Capt. Coombes,* from New Eng- 
land via New York whither he fled to escape, as he says, persecution, 
is a marblehead refugee, took a breakfast with me. Strolled together 
to Tyburn and returned by Squares lying North of City. Carried him 
home to dinner, thence to Chelsea returning by Brompton met 
Treasurer Gray and Mr. Paxton,’ who at first sight recollecting 
accosted me, according to his usual custom, politely and with great 
openness. The traces of his Countenance has been lost in my memory 


and I should have past him. 


27. Milky sky, air warm, wind fresh at N.E. Walkt per me ipsum 
to Clapham that I had never before seen. Stopt at Plough Inn and 
Tavern. Meeting a fellow foot passenger going from his house in 
Strand, as he informed me, to an annual feast at the Tavern, as an 
invited guest. From him I was told, it seems scarce credible, that the 
Sun fire Office of Insurance is the richest in England, by far exceeding 


3. Presumably either John or Samuel Gould, the sons of John Gould the Boston 
distiller who died in 1772. John became a surgeon and Samuel a merchant. As minors 
in 1776 they accompanied their uncle and trustee the Rev. John Troutbeck to 
England. 

4. Captain Michael Coombes (1731-1806) of Marblehead; aided the British garri- 
son at Boston in 1774; obliged to flee, first to Halifax and later to England leaving his 
family behind him, later returned to America and died at Marblehead. 

5. Charles Paxton (1704-1788), one of the commissioners of customs at Boston; 
engaged in the application for Writs of Assistance in 1761; fled to Halifax in 1776 
and then to England; proscribed, banished, and his estates confiscated; pall bearer at 
Gov. Hutchinson’s funeral in 1880; died in England. 


) 
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Bank, South Sea or East India Company, Returned back at 7. Eve at 
home. 


28. Warm air and fresh, wind N., a.m. walk. Stopt at New England 
Coffee House, took a glass of Capillaise, saw many Bostonians, more 
than for some years past, known to few. Eve at Croun Lodge, none 
present but Brother Gunston, Jarvis and myself. Judged not worth- 
while to open. Staid till 12 regaling ourselves with a 2/ bowl of punch. 


29. Morn clear, fair and very hot, still dry wind N.W. Within tll 
4 0 clock p.m. Walkt to take a view of house noted Jane Shore died 
in, which on enquiry and view found demolished 4 years since, and a 
new one erected on spot, in 3 smallish tenements. They stood in a lane 
directly facing Watergruel row so called. Was informed in road there 
had been discovered an underground conveyance between that house 
and Bishop Bonners palace in neibourhood. On my return Curiosity 
prompted to enquire about Norton Falgate, through which I past, and 
was informed that it was an exempt district, lying between St. 
Buttolphs Bishopsgate, St. Leonard and Shoreditch and St. George 
Middlesex, and in street is bounded by Spitalfields Square on upper- 
side and hog lane on other or lower, taking in a considerable tract on 
both sides, beside a manor appendant thereto, comprehending many 
streets and lanes, lying between Bishops gate street and Moorfields. 
That in its ecclesiastical regard it belongs to, and is a part of Parish 
of St. Faith under St. Pauls, wherein service is once a year performed. 
That to it belongs a chappel built by and called from its founder 
St. George Whesters Chappel where Inhabitants worship, that it has 
a right to use christenings, burials, and all parish rights in 3 fore- 
mentioned parishes, but liable to no further demands, having within 
themselves all those rights independently. This information came to 
my ears from a sensible inhabitant of the very district who had been 
and was then in office here, and thereby well qualified to inform. P.M. 
warm, wind, however, fresh. Called in at Cat and Shoulder of Mut- 
ton and refreshed with a glass of very good Cyder, Eve at home alone, 


fatigued. 


30. Morn clear, very hot and calm, wind N. Disturbed last night by 
dreams of some discouraging dusky complexion, as usual. a.m. walk 
to Kentish Town, through Pancras Church yard and town. Returned 
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after 3 hours passing till dark at Furnival’s Inn Coffee House, drank 
Cyder &c., returned early to bed. 


July 1, 1781. Milky sky, close air and stagnant wind N. Sunday at 
usual place and preacher, text, “I say the truth in Christ, I lie not &c.” 
P.M, text, “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Meeting 
Parson Peeters in returning from Church, he took me with him to 
St. Mary Le Strand wither he was going to bury a child, which per- 
formed, we went to his house, drank tea and passed 2 or 3 hours; his 
dauter’s arrival with company having put an end to our tete a tete I 
retired homewards. 


2. Last night extreamly hot and uncomfortable. Morn clear and as 
A.M., clouded and rainy appearance, wind fresh, dust raised thereby 
to a cloud. An Early before breakfast walk. Called at Lactartum in 
St. George Fields and took a tumbler of whey, dined abroad. p.m. 
walk to Mile end, returned through Bethnal Green, performed in 3 
hours. W. Cabot and Captain Coombes drank tea at my lodgings. Ac- 


companied latter part of way to his. Evening alone, early to bed. 


3. Morn sky milky, dim therefrom, Sun, wind fresh W. a.m. out, 
took same breakfast as yesterday. Thence to Park to see Guards 
exercised. Remained within till after 6 o’clock. Visited Brother 
Frazier. Reminded him of the Tylers having neglected to summons 
me to Lodge, not having received me since I had become a member. 
Strolled among streets and lanes between Grace church street, Lead- 
enhall street and poor Jewry merely on reconnoitering account. On 
return supt at Change till shutting of gates reminded me of my return 
home. Took a dose of cream of tartar for a distressing heat occasioned 


by habitual disorder, the “Piles.” Early to bed.’ 


4. Wind fresh but soft. Dined at Gun Tavern Billingsgate, Mr. 
A.S. and Danforth each separately called at my lodgings. Former 
abode and drank dish coffee with me, having received my promise to 
call on him 2 days hence. Accompanied him part of way home. 


5. Close warm air, wind W. Morn walk, dined on ham and Windsor 
beans at home. Visited Mrs. Greene, declined tea, having foregone it 
for 10 or 12 days. Evening at weekly Lodge. 


1. To Andrew Dalglish, Curwen wrote of war news and asked for “six bottles of 
Kippin’s best” snuff. 
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6. Air brisk and warm, wind W. After my usual breakfast of late 
of whey and a bun, took a long solitary strole through Oxford row to 
Paddington row, and returned by 11 via Foundling hospital. Dined 
on Watergruel at home. Visited as promised A.S. Eve at home alone. 


7. Air fresh and mild. Morn walk. a.m. visited Mr. Abel Willard, 
left compliments with Mrs., he being absent. Thence rambled alone 
to Kensington. Returned home through Hyde Park, in my walk met 
not one person with whom to converse. 


8. Air fresh and cool, wind S. Cloudy and drisly. Sunday at Gray’s 
Inn Chappel. Dr. Stebbing preached from “The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with one spirit &c.,” a serious orthodox useful and excellent 
discourse. Dined at home on Watergruel on account of piles, that has 
been extremely troublesome and painful for more than a fortnight. 
p.M. at Essexhouse church, Mr. Lindsay preached from “The light of 
the body is the eye; If therefore thine eye be single &c.”” After service 
walkt in Gray’s Inn Gardens, very full of company. Drank coffee in 
Furnivals Inn Coffee House, read news and departed home. 


g. Air mild and moist, within till 5 o’clock. Meeting Mr. Deputy 
Ellis at Mr. Sewall Bookseller’s Cornhill, who resolved my doubt 
about meaning of word molten as applied in scripture to Images or 
figures in brass or metal, signifying melted. Evening at home. 


10. Damp, at times rainy, air mild. Within till 5 o’clock, wind as for 
3 days since, W. Walkt to Mr. A.S. Knightsbridge to acquaint them 
that Mr. Erving had been to appoint tomorrow to call on them. Left a 
note he and dauter being absent. 


17. Air mild, fresh, wind W., damp, now and then a drisle. A short 
meridian walk. 


12, Air mild, moist, preceding night rain. Consulted with my 
apothecary neibour Mr. Smithson about my piles and jaw pain; for 
latter advised to use a hard brush and cold water, only rub even to 
bringing away blood and producing soreness, for former, use of ripe 
fruit in respective seasons and a cooling diet; as needed an electuary 
of purging tartar, Castol oil and tincture electuary. An a.m. walk 
continued till 3 o’clock. Sitting down on a bench in Regent Exchange 
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a Swedish young gentleman came, and introducing himself under 
notion of my being a person for whom he had been in search of, fell 
into an easy conversation for an hour, very pleasing to me, who 
rarely find those, here, either disposed or able to fall into an easy con- 
versation, their objects of knowledge being confined to line of pro- 
fession wether mechanic or more liberal arts. Visited Mrs. Hay to 
whom two Winthrops, one The Thomas Lindall Winthrop,’ had 
lately arrived from New England, but a few days before his departure 
had been at Salem, acquainted my wife by message of his intention 
but received no answer nor notice nor from one friend. He sailed in 
Captain Timothy Folgers ship. Passed ¥ hour at Lodge, Croun ale 
house. No member appeared, first night, passed since my being 
joined, of a lodgeless evening. At earnest request of old Landlady 
passed same at Cards. 


13. Air warm, wind freshish, W., damp, menacing look. Meridian 
walk over London bridge, through Borough, by Obelisk, to and over 
Westminster bridge, through parliament street, Corkspur, Hay- 
market and any common route thence to home; completing a circle 
of full 5 miles in 2 hours. On first going out I saw a croud, pushing 
into centre lay a dead man, on pavement, his fate brought on by a 
severe fit of coughing that broke a blood vessell. In Bridge street 
Westminster, behold a poor helpless lonely Female wretch lying on 
stepps of a door, and a young Lady looking out of a window just 
over her, addressing the young lady she reported the poor woman 
had been in a fit for 2 hours, that she had dispatched messengers for 
help through parish, but could find none to take charge of her, and 
here probably she laid till Nature gave way, or relieved itself, for 
from external aid she, poor wretch, had nothing to expect and I dare 
say none was afforded. One can scarce pop a head out of the door 
some object of want, misery or distress appears in view. Dined at 
home P.M. 


14. Morn cloudy, soon began to drisle and so continued all day. At 
10 o'clock set off in a coach with Mrs. Councell, Mrs. Snelson, child 
and nurse, in Company with another Coach wherein was Mr. Snelson, 


2. Thomas Lindrell Winthrop (1760-1841), Harvard 1780, son of John S. Win- 
throp of New London. After taking his degree he sailed for Amsterdam, was cap- 
tured, was carried to England, and was allowed to visit London on his parole. After 
the war he returned to America, became lieutenant governor of Massachusetts, and 
died in Boston. 
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Mr. C. and Mr. Greene, Mr. T.C. and a Miss Parsons; on an invita- 
tion of Mr. and Mrs. Snelson and at their expense to pass 2 or 3 days 
at Windsor, she never having seen it. Passing Hammersmith stopt for 
Y, hour at Farnham green, from hence to Staines where we dined. At 
7 o clock we arrived at Castle and mermaid Windsor. After tea we all 
walkt to Star and Garter house in Castle, whence is a most extensive 
and pleasing prospect. Twas filled with promiscuous company. 


15. A most delightful clear morn and so continued all day. Sunday, 
at 8 o'clock attended prayers in private chappell, where were present 
King, Queen, Princess Eliza and Sophia, being daily practice of their 
Majesties at this hour. There were almost 100 hearers. We followed 
or joined train to Queens house or rather the gates. King was drest in 
a blue Fly, cuffs small, open and turned up with red Velvet, Cape of 
same, buttons white, breeches and waistcoat white cotton, an or- 
dinary white wig with a tail ribband, a round black chip hat, smallish 
and of same kind as is used in riding. He is tall, square over shoul- 
ders, large, ugly, talks a great deal and shows ‘his teeth too much. His 
countenance rather heavy and lifeless, teeth white, eyebrows remark- 
ably whitish. Queen middle size and bulk, height just equal with 
shoes on to mine. Passing very close to me as she walkt with King to 
Church having hold under his arm, though far removed from what 
writers would describe as beautiful has an open placid very pleasing 
aspect; mouth large, feet splay, walks I think unhandsomely though 
thought to be a fine walker. Seeing her go to and from this church I 
had a fair and full opportunity of judging as far as I am competent. 
At prayers King and Queen voice often heard whilst worshipping, in 
prayer composed for unhappy war King extreamly engaged and 
devout. Takes no state on him, walks on foot freely through Town 
with only the Lord in waiting attendant. With 2 or 3 of my Com- 
pany I accompanied him and his two Dauters Eliza and Sophia with 
a Lord and Lady attendant for ¥ mile through a dirty road, to take 
air after breakfast. At 7 o’clock every evening after tea, which family 
always takes in Castle Great Hall the King, Queen, Prince of Wales, 
Princess Royal and Princesses Sophia and Eliza walk for an hour 
together on Star and Garter terrace, or rather the whole, near ¥, 
mile in length, amidst 2 or 3000 people of all ranks and conditions, 
younger children placed on window for gratification of Company, 
of which there were 4 in number. The youngest prince whose name 
is Alfred being in arms was fed at window by pap. Returning from 
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Chappell in Mane, Prince Octavius about 2 or 3 years old dressed in 
a nankin breeches and jacket, girded with a green silk sash came 
rushing out to meet his Father, who took him upon his arms and 
kised him fondly, as she also going up to the nurse who held the 
infant in her arms, kissed him and the 2 other princesses who were 
all standing at the door. The person of Prince Wales is about my 
friend Pynchon’s height and size of rather a greater bulk, he appears 
a likely agreeable person more by far graceful in his motions than his 
father who is I think rather ungainly and looks ensemble very clever 
in my eye. Many affect to speak derogatively of his person &c. but 
for what reason I pretend not to conjecture; affects much the Jemmy 
dress and air. Age will doubtless soften down the juvenile taste and 
affectation. King of M. walks into Castle to see soldiers exercise and 
talks freely with officers and laborers of higher rank, a multitude of 
whom he 1s always employing. One of my Company passing through 
Castle heard King severely reprimand a Centinel for being off his 
guard. This was too low an interference. Seeing St. George’s Chap- 
pell open for service as it is every Sunday, I entered but service not 
being begun, nor I devoutly disposed, soon left it and walkt on 
terrass. I forgot to mention the Queen’s dress, a red habit of same 
color and primings as Kings, having a fashionable bonnet with a 
bright feather therein on her head. Afterwards with my Company 
we mounted on leads of round tower, commanding a prospect, as a 
tablet hanging up at head of highest flight of steps tells us, of 12 
Counties; from hence descending we were conducted to picture gal- 
lery and state rooms; in one stands the Queen’s bed, newly finished 
and put up by our Conductress information about 10 months since, of 
a cream colour ground workt with silk floss in an elegant taste, con- 
sisting of a very great variety of flowers, in most beautiful shades, 
equally tints of nicest pencil, about 7 ft. long, about or nearly 6 wide; 
post fluted and gilt Teaster having in center an oval Compartment 
hollow. Cost £14m sterling thought to be richest and most elegant 
in England except Lady Cliffords at Wybrook in Devon wrought 
and presented to her by Old late Dutchess of Norfolk, if this dont 
exceed which I cant take on me to affirm. In an adjoyning room or 
closet about 15 ft. square the walls are covered with a Manchester 
Cream Coloured Cotton wrote in running flowers, 12 Chairs and a 
Screen by her present Majesty’s own diligent hand. On terrass in 
Evening the King was dressed in full dressed blue uniform, Sword 
and Cockade, Prince of Wales same, Queen in a light faint greenish 
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silk, full dress except her head on which she had on a bonnet with a 
feather of the same colour of her cloths. Retiring from Terrace after 
departure of Royal family, I took a long solitary strole in road, passed 
eve, drank tea and supt with Company retiring to bed at 11 o’clock 
usual retiring hour. 


16. Morn very fine, clear and mild, wind N. as yesterday. Walkt 
by myself over river to Eaton College a school and through Cloisters 
and Quadrangles. A lad passing me with a book in his hands I stopt 
him to enquire how many schollars there were belonging to the 
school, to which he replied 330. Those of upper school had gowns 
and caps of university fashion. After taking breakfast our Company 
walkt up to Castle to hear roll call of Lord Falconbergs regiment 
now on duty here, and hear the music, 2 bands of which played 
whilst the family were walking this evening. From hence we ad- 
journed to Inn and having had bills discharged ordered out carriages 
and departed, passing through and over Cranbrook bridge, 
and at 2 o’clock arrived at the Fight so called, being a little island of 
2 acres lying in river Thames belonging to town of Brentford and 
opposite to Kew just above and beyond Bridge. Hither we came 
expecting to have a fine dinner of fresh Eels this spot being noted 
therefor. To our no small at least my disappointment, the boat was in- 
famously robbed by some Londoners. From hence, having dined on 
what we could on a sudden procure, in 24 hours we departed and in 
one hour measured back the distance from hence to London being 
set down at my lodgings at 7 o’clock. This free cost excursion is the 
only one of the kind it has been my chance to experience since I came 
to the Island and I really believe will be my last. Soon after arriving at 
lodgings I perceived my stommach to be exceedingly disordered so 
that I was forced on the expedient of warm water and my finger, 
from whence I obtained relief but was followed by another of a 
different but more distressing kind. ‘The nervous headach attended 
with a dizziness fearful. I retired to my pillow but that yielded no 
rest. 





17. Little or no rest preceding night. Pain continued with increase, 
air mild, wind W. a.m. walk took up Captain Coombes and con- 
ducted him to 13 Cantons, dining on alamode beef and cold salad. 
Walkt together to Hyde Park Corner and proceeded by myself to 
A.S. Disappointed of seeing him I returned through the Park, there 
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meeting him again took him to my house and drank tea, after accom- 
panied him part of way to his lodgings. Eve at home still in pain. 


78. Pain still continues. Received order of Treasury and cash at the 
bank. Spoke to Mr. R[owe] about Captain Coombes, he encourages 
his application. p.M. visited Mr. A.S., declined to stay to tea and Eve 
at cards with Mrs. Landlady, still in pain, retired at 12 o’clock. 


19. Mild sky, dim sun, wind fresh N. Head ach still on. a.m. walk 
to Angel at Islington, very pleasant. p.m. and evening at home. Visited 
by Mr. Peeters. Retired early to bed. Nerves uncommonly affected 
and head dizzily disposed all day. 


20. Fine and pleasant day, sun out and in. a.m. walk to Dulwich, 
entered college yard, saw only 4 boys. Dined in Grayhound Inn on 
poached Eggs, drank glass choice Cyder. Returned eodem modo 
Coach setting off too late, arrived at New England Coffee House at 
5 o'clock. Wind fresh, warm. Walkt after for an hour in Gray’s 
Inn garden. Retired early as usual. 


21. Morn clear and warm, wind N.Ely. Rose early as usual of late, 
Captain Coombes called to advise about his memorial to Lord North, 
breakfasted with me. Took him with me to Wandsworth, dined in 
R[ | Inn, returned by Vauxhall through Lambeth and over 
Westminster Bridge. In going past over Battersea Bridge, lying higher 
up river. Drank tea home and Eve below. 


22. Air mild and pleasant, wind as yesterday. Sunday, at usual 
place and preacher, text “And Paul stood in the midst of Mars hill and 
said Men of Athens I perceive that in all things ye are too super- 
stitious.” The last words he explained being very religious and there- 
fore gave it as a proof of his great address; the word, however, in the 
original is taken from “Deises daimonia’”* rendered into English 
“Superstition.” A meridian walk on pavements over Fig Court Mid- 
dle Temple. A considerable number then waiting for opening of 
garden gates, the service not being ended in Temple Church I took 
my self off and returned home. p.m. at St. Stephens Walbrook, 
lecturer preached from “For the invisible things of him from Creation 
of World are clearly seen &c.” From Church went to Town and 


3. Deisidaimonia, fear of the gods; in a bad sense, superstition. 


LONDON July 1781 773 


round platform, thence to Apothecary Smithson to consult about my 
health visibly declining, and to Gray’s Inn gardens walking for an 
hour amidst a throng of Company, thence home. 


23. Light clouds, dim sun, mild air and calm wind N. Rose early, 
walkt to Charing Cross, meeting R. C[{larke] on horseback his usual 
A.M. exercise. At New England Coffee House, drank tumbler whey 
&c., dined at home p.m. walk in Charter House Square and gardens, 
told men supported by founders munificence to be 4 score, boys on 
foundation 40, besides 80 more. Returned home through many before 
unexplored dirty alleys and lanes fatigued enough at ¥, past 7 o’clock. 


24. Air warm and very pleasant. Meridian hot and sultry, wind 
variable, morn Sly. meridian W. Early in Gray’s Inn gardens. a.m. 
to Capt. Coombes lodgings, he gone abroad. Dined out, drank tea at 
Mr. S., returned to my pillow early. 


25. Sun dim, air close and hot, wind W. Meridian walk in Gray’s 
Inn gardens. Rode out to Enfield in a returned post chaize to reconnoi- 
ter the Town, view its appearence, made enquiry if any reasonable 
board can be procured in a quiet reputable family. Result of enquiry 
not being satisfactory, I rambled to boarders of the Chaces now laid 
out in corn and pease grounds, having lately been surrendered by Mr. 
K. to the three neibouring parishes for a small quitment of 99 years 
renewable by which grant from an uninclosed unimproved useless 
spot is now become a fine pasturage and hay ground to the unspeak- 
able advantage of this neibourhood. In going, a servant in livery rode 
up and directed our Driver to turn over to the other side of the road 
whereupon a low wheeled carriage with 4 poneys passed us, attended 
by another servant in livery. In the carriage was the gentleman’s equipt 
Coachman with his Master’s kept woman. I note this as a mark of the 
assuming arrogant manners of lower classes when they can manifest 
them with impunity. In the Town is a large, and for the age it was 
builded in, a lofty house of 3 floors, which had been residence of 
Queen Elizabeth, having on this walk within the Court, the Arms of 
England, quartered with the fleur de lis of France and Queen Elizabeth 
inscribed over, in plaster of paris almost obliterated by time and the 
weather. After dining at the George Inn I set out on my return, unde- 
termined how far to proceed on foot, the goodness of roads, uncom- 
mon agreeableness of air combined to draw me on one mile after 
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another, far beyond my first design, which wasn’t to measure a road 
of 11 miles straight on foot, and was arrived to very near my first stage 
at Newington Green before I was aware how far I had advanced. 
Turing out of Turnpike I took a cross road and in 2 minutes from 
Turnpike was seated at my friend Mrs. Snelson’s house where I abode 
2 hours, drank wine and water, tea &c. and being charmingly refreshed 
betook myself to foot labour and without the least fatigue or weariness 
arrived at my own lodgings at 7 o’clock as fresh and fit for a jaunt of 
equal length as at first setting out in morning. 


26. Fine mild air and clear, wind W. Capt. Coombes breakfasted 
with me. After walkt into Holborn to see 7 Victims to human justice 
carted to Execution at Tyburn. 6 were ready, 7th sat steady and un- 
moved, about 50 years old. Examined Captain C. petition and gave 
him my advice. I departed to obtain an interview with Mr. Thompson. 
He and Lord George Germaine not returned from Country. Passed 2 
or 3 hours in park, met Mr. Danforth who confirmed account of 
Jonathan] R[ussell]’s folly. Entered Treasury and after to Mr. A.S. 
who was gone to Hammersmith. Agreed to Misses request to call and 
settle route to Chiswic. p.M. walkt to Mrs. Hay’s to inform her of Mrs. 
R.’s death. She was out to tea. Remainder of p.m. and evening alone. 


27. Air mild, damp and calm, wind N.W. Paid 2d visit on Mr. 
Thompson, neither he nor Lord North returned; from thence to the 
Mall, where meeting Mr. Timmins joyned and proceeding as far as 
Spring Garden entered Coffee House, took a basin of excellent barly 
and from thence homewards. In morn passed 2 hours in Mr. 
[Wathon’s? | front dining room to have a sight of the French Spy De 
la Motte who was dragged on a hurdle to place of Execution, Tyborn 
pursuant to his sentence last week. He is to be hanged and his bowells 
to the heart cut out and burst, which was performed in view of in- 
numerable spectators who flockt in greater numbers than common to 
see this uncommon spectacle; a table being placed near the gallows, 
he was soon cut down and laid thereon, his body opened by Jack 
Ketch, his heart cut out and thrown into a fire kindled close by, in his 
own sight before execution. His fortitude was intrepid and manly, 
never discovering the least signs of concern, nor a stressed unconcern, 
nor the least outrage or crudeness was shown by the innumerable 
crouds that attended for more than 4 miles from prison to place of 
Fxecution nor any reflection on him or his Country. To what cause 
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this was owing will be difficultly accounted. In person he was a tall 
well grown man, in appearance tall 6 feet high, bulk proportioned, 
dress was black, hat flapt, face to tail cart, or drawn backward, his 
arms pinioned. As he passed he held a small book in his hand probably 
a manual of devotion, on which he seemed intent; Jack Ketch on 
hurdle holding a drawn sword in his hand, procession consisted of 2 
sheriffs in chaizes, their attendants on horseback, constables to amount 
of several score, both before and behind the Criminal. p.m. walk, stopt 
from proceeding by rain. Mr. Palmer called in my absence. Eve at 
home, retired early. 


28. Milky sky, sun dim, air warm, wind Wly. Walkt to A.S. and in 
pursuance of my engagement set out on a curiosity walk to gaze at 
Chiswic house and gardens. Calling in at Samuel Tompkins to take a 
2d dauter, one having joined at Mr. S. Whilst there invited into gar- 
dens to eat fruit which I did very freely, from hence we proceeded to 
our place of destination. By a card, without which none are admitted, 
we found an entrance. Tis a seat belonging to Duke of Devonshire but 
forsaken by him, left him by its former owner and proprietor the late 
Earl of Burlington. Tis properly a miniature Building and in a 
peculiar Taste, not a room I think 20 feet square and most not exceed- 
ing 15 or 16. The Walls are covered with pictures, some fine Originals, 
not many; principally fine Copies. Grounds crouded with urns, 
sphinxes, more than is to be seen in the compass or extent. Walks laid 
out in Chinese taste, long strait gravelled walks, cut hedges, from one 
terrass well lawned is a beautiful view of near half horizon over a 
delightfully improved Country bounded by surrounding distant hills, 
intersperst with Gentlemen’s Seats, farm houses, live hedges, Corn 
grounds, pastures entwined with trees in rows, clumps and wilder- 
nesses. In the gardens are a few temples and porticos. Having satisfied 
curiosity as far as the time would admit we paid customary fees and 
reentered the road and began our homeward Course when the young 
females began to complain of fatigue which they craftily pressed but 
no chaize appearing were obliged to continue their outward bad mode 
for a mile when a chaize heaving in sight I paid freight and ducked 
myself of the inconvenience, taking my own time to travel back. 
Stopt at an Inn at Stainers wells and took a cold repast, then setting 
off continued my walk till my arrival home at 3 o’clock p.m. After 
abiding some time at home walkt over to Mr. Peeters, who with his 
Dauter were out. Called for advice at Mr. Snellson’s, passed 4 hour 
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with his deaf Lady who wished to make me a party at Cards with her 
that being her favorite diversion, and is a pastime in lieu of conversa- 
tion which her deafness prevents her partaking. 


29. Cloudy but not dark, wind W., somewhat cool, preceding night 
like 2 former, light showers. Sunday at usual place and preacher, text 
“Ye are the Salt of the earth, but if the Salt have lost his savour &c.” 
Dined at Captain Hay’s by invitation card of yesterday, with Mr. 
Danforth. Drank tea and staid till 9 o’clock, our added Company 
Mrs. Geyer just arrived at [from] New York. 


30. Sultry close air, as the preceding night. Early walk, bought a 
Spermacetti candle to be applied agreeable to Mr. Peeters advice, who 
benefits thereby, ot eht tnemadnuf ot shup pu retcnihps elcsum ni eht 
selip sedurtorp ro slaf tuo gnisuac taerg ssenisaenu. After breakfast 
walkt up to Westminster Abbey to meet Mr. S. by agreement, to 
explain to him the meaning of mottoes under arms of Knights of Bath 
in King Henry 7th’s Chappell. Saw for first time Lord Chatham’s 
efhigies in wax,* having wig, shoes, robes &c. he had on when he expired 
in house of Lords, said to be very like him but very unlike every cut 
of him that had before come to my view. Parting with Mr. S. at the 
Musee after a short abode in treasury I returned home, dined on boiled 
rice before ordered and passed remainder of time there.” 


31. Close hot air, morn clear, air sultry and stagnant. An early walk 
to Post Office; in walking to Cannon Coffee House in order to dine I 
stept in to S.T. and by friendly invitation of Mr. Simpson and Higgin- 
son invited to stay and dine. Accepted and abode tll 4 o’clock. Re- 
turned home, Mr. Smithson drank tea with me. Remained at home all 
p.M. and Eve. Capt. Coombes called to show his petition with Sir W. 
Pepperrells recommendation. 


August 1, 1781. Morn close air, of dog day kind, at times in A.M. 
refreshing breezes. Captain Coombes breakfasted with me, took him 


4. Chatham’s effigy in wax was installed in 1779 as part of an effort of the minor 
canons of the Abbey to increase their income by levying a fee of 3d or 6d for 
viewing the figures. That of Chatham was described in the 1783 guidebook: “The 
eagerness of connoisseurs and artists to see this figure, and the satisfaction it affords, 
justly places it among the first of the kind ever seen in this or any other country.” 
As quoted in Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, Historical Memorials of Westminster Abbey, 
5th ed. (New York, n.d.), 2: 119. 

5. To Isaac Smith, he wrote of his own illness, and of “the most fearful appre- 
hensions of a fistula in ano,” doubting if he would “be able to summon up resolution to 
undergo so terrible a chirurgical operation as is usual in such cases.” 
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with me to Treasury in order to put his petition into Mr. Rowe’s 
hands, who returned it advising to further attestation of the alleged 
facts. Returning we stept in to Lincoln’s Inn hall where was sitting 
Lord Chancellor Thurlow on a case of Lunacy; from whence I de- 
parted alone and dined at home. p.m. drank tea with Harrison Gray 
and wife at Brompton. Returned through Park, arrived at 9 and re- 
tired. 


2. Air cooler, sun however strikes when out intensely hot. A before 
breakfast walk in Gray’s Inn gardens, wind N. Meridian walk to pass 
day at Mr. Timmins Chelsea, he gone to London. She invited me to 
stay with her; to pass intermediate time in action, took myself out to 
Fulham passing through parsons green, limited excursion to the de- 
light prospected terrace before Bishop London’s house on bank of 
river. This delightful spot reminded me of Sir John Denham’s well 
known lines on the Thames—as follows: 


“Though deep, yet clear; though gentle, 
yet not dull 
Strong with rage, without o’erflowing, full.” 


Returning as I went, arrived at my friend’s house just after Family 
had seated themselves at table, my longer delay discouraged her wait- 
ing, supposed I had taken another route; sat down and dined with 
them, passed p.M., drank tea and took leave of Mrs. T. at 4% after 7 
o'clock. In Eve 2 Countrymen of mine passed 2 hours with me. 


3. Fine clear agreeable air, wind N.W. Before breakfast walk in 
Gray’s Inn Gardens, after an a.m. walk to New England Coffee 
House, thence to Mr. Thompson’s lodgings in Pall Mall Court, thence 
to Treasury. Disappointment in both. Accompanied my walking 
companion S. to 13 Cantons, dined on Alamode beef and sallet. Pro- 
ceeded thence to show him late Judge Russell’s grave in Bunhill bury- 
ing ground which at 60 £ sterling expense is a common grave stone 
only, inscribed with his name, whence he came and when died. 
Thence to the poor remains of a once royal palace of which outer 
gateway is now standing, and only that. The scite is now a Cowyard 
and stables, so where once royalty was lodged, beasts inhabit. Hence, 
after a survey, home, drank tea, after accompanied him part of way 
home. 
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4. Mild, duskish air, clear, clouds rainy looking, wind S. A.M. 
cleared away. Again disappointed in not seeing Mr. Thompson at 
treasury nor his house. After 2 or 3 hours in Park with some Amer- 
icans, dined on Barley broth at Spring Garden Coffee House. Capt. 
Coombes petition I formed and signed an attestation, of no effect, I 
presume, but he was [7 word] and I’m willing to lend my feeble aid. 
After walkt an hour with him to Gray’s Inn gardens. Eve as usual, 
retired early. 


5. Fair, pleasant air, closeish, Dogdayish, wind N. Head ach, 
obstinate. Sunday, at usual place and preacher, Communion. Mr. 
Lindsay performed, text ‘““And when his desciples John and James 
saw this, they said &c.” Dined at home on boiled rice. No service at 
our Chappell. Staid within tll 5 o’clock, took Mrs. Smithson to 
Foundling Hospital to prayers read by Doctor Harper, singing per- 
formed by a blind minister, a few excellent female voices and some 
children, Thence home and drank tea together. Passed hour after 
walking with great numbers in Gray’s Inn gardens. Remainder of Eve 
at home. Mr. Peeters called in for 4 hour. Retired early. 


6. Sun early. a.m. close, wind brisk, rainy appearances wind N.E. 
Early walk in Gray’s Inn gardens. At a Curiosity monger shop in St. 
Martin’s lane to exchange a magnifier and a coin. A.S. invited me to 
tea tomorrow. Meridian change. p.m. drank tea at Mr. Copelys with 


Mr. R. Clarke and the family. Eve at home. 


7. Showers as in 3 preceding nights, much wanted, season dry. Sky 
milky, dim sun. Before breakfast walk to St. John’s street, returned by 
church and field lane. Walkt to Charing Cross, dined at home. Visited 
A.S.; during, Mr. John Savage sent invitation to his house. Rain pre- 
vented for a while. Drank tea at both houses, at latter played at Back- 
gammon. Departed at 8. 


8. Showery ull 6 o’clock p.m. Season dry, fine harvest weather. 
Walkt abroad to procure Snelling on Coins, not to be found. Passed 
day in examining papering and arranging myne. Mr. C[larke] my 
companion drank tea with me. 


g. Morn clear and warm. Settled and paid Mrs. Landlady account 
of board, washing &c. per receipt of this day on file, amount 6:7:6 
4 d. A walk shortened by lassitude and a nervous head ach. Within till 
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4.0’clock. Walkt to Redriff, returning, took up Mr. Jones a Bostonian 
to my house, drank tea. After visited Mr. Smithson the yracethopa 
morf mohw ma i ton degaruocne tuoba aitnedivorp ina. Eve at home. 


10. Cloudy, watery appearance, dim Sun, air close, wind W. Yester- 
day S. Visited Mr. S.; at Treasury, thence to Park along with Mr. 
Leonard first to a conversation, dined at Spring Garden Coffee House 
as usual. p.M. at home. At my return home, received 2 penny post 
letters, one from W.C., other A.S., latter advising me Mr. Thompson 
will mail one at plantation office. Disappointed in an intended visit at 
Captain Hays, neither being at home. Agreed to pay Mrs. Parsons 1/ 
a week for reading newspapers in Coffee House.* 


11. Morn fine clear and warm, wind N. p.m. drank tea with Mrs. 
Greene, evening as most. Memo: After one hour’s waiting admitted to 
Mr. Thompson in Plantation office. He seemed inclined to shorten 
interview. Received me with a Courtiers smile, rather uncommunica- 
tive and dry. This cool reception has perfectly dampened my fond ill 
grounded hopes derived from former seeming friendly intentions to 
promote my views. This is my first, and I dare say, will be the last 
attempt to gain advantages from Courtiers, of which I never enter- 
tained favourable impressions. 


12. Clean hot sun, close air, dead calm. Fane at N. point. Sunday, at 
usual place and preacher, text “Jesus answered and said unto them, ye 
do not know the Scriptures &c.” P.M. no service. Drank tea with Mrs. 
Smithson, after attended at Magdalen Hospital Chappel, Mr. Doty 
said prayers, very devoutly. Mr. Harrison preached a serious discourse 
from “See then that ye walk circumspectly.” Returned home via 


London Bridge. 


13. Close clear air, wind N. Within till 4 o’clock packing up my 
effects in middle trunk, after, new arranged then, the following is a 
catalogue. Omitted as needless, a few additions and deductions not- 
withstanding. 


14. Milky sky, air closish, dim sun, wind N.W. Since dog days, hot 
nights, frequent showers these nights. Put a letter addressed to Mr. 
Dalglish at Glasgow into a Mr. Blackburns hands for conveyance, 


1. To Andrew Dalglish at Glasgow, Curwen wrote further about Kippins best 
snuff. 
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postage free; at Furnivals Inn Coffee House, reading. Paid off Taylers 
boarding &c. bill and am now City debt free. Meeting Mr. T. in Park, 
joined and returned our pace Chelsea ward. Applied for my plate and 
to take charge of my great trunk, containing unnecessary articles for 
daily use, too heavy and expensive therefore to attend me in my 
Egaremons, the latter he freely and readily consents to, former makes 
a difficulty about applying for as it is with his own lodger in hands of 
a bank director, and not easily to be come at. Dined in City, Mr. 
Palmer passed evening with me, he was the Person with whom I 


boarded in herald’s office 4 years since. Played at Cribbage, was con- 
fab. 


15. Milky sky, brisk air, dim sun, mild dampish wind W. a.m. 
within, unpacked out of one and repacked it in other trunk. Short 
meridian walk, brought back by pain. Drank tea and passed Eve 


at home.? 


16. Wind and weather as yesterday. Dined abroad. P.M. sitting at 
home in pain and dosing, interrupted by arrival of young Lakin from 
Birmingham who staid drank tea and passed 2 hours. Accompanied 
him to his Lodgings at Bear Inn Basinghall Street, he being unac- 
quainted with the route. 


17. Sky clearish, air dampish, frequent small showers. p.m. cloudy, 
rainy appearance, latter part rain, air chilled. Visited apothecary, late 
applications proved temporary reliefs, cause obstinate and its painful, 
disagreeable effects still unremoved. Dined at home on spoonmeats at 
Furnivals Inn Coffee House, drank tea and past eve as usual. 


78. Last night and this morn applied an injection. Air mild and 
dampish, sun out and in. Dined at home. Called at Bear Inn. Mr. 
L[akin] abroad, met him, returning. Drank tea and passed eve with 


Mr. and Mrs. Hay, played Backgammon. 


1g. Dark and rainy, wind W. Within, unwell. Application unsuc- 
cessful. A long Eve walk after confinement all day. Remainder at 
home. 


2. Intending “to leave London for Flanders in about 8 or 10 days, by way of 
Margate, where I purpose to pass a few days for the benefit of the salt waters,” 
Curwen wrote George Russell at Birmingham asking him to receive on deposit 
twenty-five guineas which he did not think “needful to carry along with me.” 
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20. Fine pleasant air, sun out and in, wind N.W. Took a city walk. 
Dined abroad. 


21. Fine morn, mild air, clear sun, wind N.W. Morn and a.m. walk, 
dined at Capt. Hays with 4 gentlemen p.m. and drank tea. Eve at 
home. This day put into hands of Gibson Johnson & Co. of Lower 
Lane, the Bankers of Smithson & Russell of Birmingham £25 sterling 
to be placed to their account and took receipt, to be allowed by latter 
5 per cent. Cleared my trunks of many useless lumber things.® 


22. Morn fine, clear, wind W. 3 persons during my absence called 
on me. Walkt to Chelsea, and designed to dine and pass day with Mr. 
T., he absent I returned, and wandered in Park meeting A.S. and Mr. 
John Powell? till dinner which I made on soup, spring garden Coffee 
House. p.m. at home. Called at Mr. Dovaynes to consult him, he was 
out. Evening at Loo and was successful. 


23. Milky sky, dim sun, pleasant however. Morn walk to consult 
Mr. Kingeston, from which I begin to ekat [i//egible|rof ym redrosid. 
Dined abroad; drank tea with Mrs. Snelson at home. A.S. joyned us. 
Walkt with him to the Mews gate. 


24. Morn smoky. a.m. cleared up pleasant. Mr. Lakin breakfasted 
with me. Accompanied me to the Museum, encouraged to call at 4 
o'clock this month’s hour of admission. Departed and conducted him 
through Squares to Westminster Abbey. Thence down to Cock Eat- 
ing house near Exchange, thence adjourned to Gresham lecture room 
to see Copeleys picture of Lord Chatham’s death in Lord’s house. 
Thence to Museum where I procured him an admission. Taking leave 
proceeded to an appointment at Mr. S. Knightsbridge, the hour of tea 
being past and dispairing to see me was gone abroad. Passed 4 hour 
in Mrs. Yeats room to relieve a fatigue that the walk of 244 miles in 
less time than 41 minutes after a whole days continued ramble had 
brought on me. Thence took a leisurely walk back, received a 7th 
troublesome letter from a perservering Correspondent which no hints 
can discourage. 


3. A further letter to Russell reported payment of £25 to Gibson & Johnson of 
Lawrence Lane, Russell’s London bankers, and congratulated him on “having lately 
reentered the state of matrimony.” 

4. John Powell (1716-1794), Boston merchant; addresser of Hutchinson and 
Gage; Fled to Halifax in 1776; proscribed and banished in 1778. His son became chief 
justice of Upper Canada. 
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25. Sun as usual here out and in, air lively and pleasant, wind N.W. 
By yesterday our Cure or course of medicine I am now in found my- 
self in an enfeebled lassitudinary condition, in so much that Apothe- 
cary advises to very moderate exercise, a total state of rest P.M., to 
take 2 instead of 3 drafts per diem. Retired early to bed, glad to ex- 
change a lying for a sitting posture. So weakened am I that the latter 
became tedious and restless to me. Answered last letter, which hope 
will end a troublesome correspondence. 


26. Moderate, mild pleasant air, sky milky, dim sun, wind Wly. 
Sunday, at usual place, Mr. Toulmin preached from “And one of the 
Company said unto him, Master, speak to my Brother &c.” Dined at 
home. Indisposed, and no service, whence I abode at home tll 6 
o'clock, drank tea and passed evening. 


27. Mild, moderate, thin clouds, sun now and then visible, wind 
N.E. An enfeebled state of body renders walking both tedious and 
hurtful; make, therefore, short my passing for these few days since 


time mostly at home. p.m. and evening at home, reading a comedy en- 
titled The Good Natured Man.° 


28. Thin flying clouds, brisk air. Sun peeps through a watery veil 
now and then, wind S.E. Within till meridian. Dined at home on food 
from Blue Posts, Mr. L. Mrs. Snelson and Miss L. drank tea with me. 
Eve Mr. L. called, staid an hour and took [tea] being to go off tomor- 
row, loaded him with love and regards, respects and compliments to 
his connexions and old friends, gave him a letter to G. Russell of 
Birmingham. 


29. Mild and pleasant, watery sky, frequent short showers, an 
interval of sun, fresh air, wind W. Morn walk, a.m. ditto. Dined at 
home on a pudding made by my own direction. Drank tea at home 
with Company below. Mr. Peeters passed an hour with me in Eve. 


30. Mild air, moist, clear, warm Sun, wind W. 


31. Clear fine air, and warm, wind fresh W. In meridian sun hot, a 
muggy relaxing air. Drank tea yesterday with Mrs. Snelson at Mr. S. 
Knightsbridge, and after walkt up to Kensington Gardens. Returned 


5. The Good-Natur’'d Man, by Oliver Goldsmith, 1768. 
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over park. Just as we removed, the King was carrying from St. James 
to Queens house in a sedan chair, affording thereby an opportunity of 
seeing him for the first time. Eve alone in my chambers.°® 


September 1. Moderate, mild air, in morn a little foggy, not unusual, 
wind N.W., sun out and in, then watery clouds. Meridian walk, dined 
abroad. Mr. and Miss Snelson drank tea with me. Accompanied Miss 
to Smithfield and through Bartholomew hospital never before having 
been to London before on foot. Walkt with them back part of way 
on their return home. Eve rainy. 


2. Thin watery clouds, dim sun. Sunday, at usual place. Doctor 
Priestly preached from “That which was from the beginning which 
we have heard &c.,” a most excellent discourse. Communion day. Mr. 
Lindsay distributed. Dined at home. p.m. no church service. Attended 
worship in St. Peter, admitted in the Tower. Mr. Fetherstone the 
minister read prayers, congregation small, as common in London on 
P.M. service, especially in summer season. Mrs. Snelson drank tea with 
me. Eve at home reading bible to Family. 


3. Thin white clouds, watery appearances, sun very dim, air moist, 
wind N.W. At meridian walkt to Smithfield to be present at ceremony 
of proclaiming Fair by Lord Maior but confusion arising from dirty 
throng, bleating of sheep, lowing of herd, barking of dogs, and the 
utter impractibility of approaching the Cloth Fair, as its called, where 
the Lord Maior stands, being a narrow gateway between long lane 
and Smithfield barren, combined to send me off very soon without the 
gratification of seeing and hearing it. p.M. walk to Smithfield with 
Mrs. Snelson to show her the Fair, drank tea and passed evening at 
home. 


6. A short letter to William Pynchon makes it apparent how poor Curwen thought 
his own health was. “I have good reason,” he wrote, “to suggest to you that the 
state bark of America is in danger from more rocks, whirlpools and quicksands than 
Aeneas’s ships were exposed to in passing through the dangerous straits of Scylla and 
Charybdis. She is now tossed in a most fearful storm on a tempestuous ocean. Look 
well to yourselves. 1 wish I could have a prospect, however distant, of a secure 
haven for her, but that is not indulged me by Heaven. For my own part I neither 
hope good, nor fear evil from the consequences of this [7 word] ill omend quarrell. 
Before its final period I shall be enrolled among the Ancestors of this present genera- 
tion, and gone to that Country from whose bourne no traveller returns. To my 
native Country I send you this as my last testamentary wish: May peace and security 
united, return, to my friends and acquaintances every valuable Enjoyment this 
chequered life can afford.” 


784 September 17 81 LONDON 





4. Morn smoaky, sun visible at times, cloudy watery looking, wind 
N.W. p.m. walk up to Knightsbridge to make further enquiries about 
new lodgings at Brompton to which I am importuned by A.S. Lookt 
with a Mrs. Atwood No. 1 yeoman row, her terms 5/ a week, lodgings 
a front and back parlour, latter for bed, terms to find linnen, dress my 
food and do all in the cooking way I may have occasion for, to go on 
errands, buy in for me, make pies, clean rooms, food drink, coals, 
candles at my own expense. Mr. S. recommends her as a good natured, 
honest, cleanly, obliging, attentive person. Returned and drank tea 
with him and a Doctor Jeffries,’ a Bostonian, son of David, who very 
readily talkt with me and advised on my case, whom I design further 
to consult. Returned back in dark and rain.? 


s- Morn dull, damp and drisly. a.m. sat below at Fire, feeble and 
spiritless, P.M. walkt into City. Rainy. Returned back soon, passed 
remainder of time till hour of repose with Mrs. Snelson, drank tea 
together. Played at cards and read. 


6. Air warm, light thin clouds, sun shines faintly, wind W. Walkt 
to Mr. S. and after to Mrs. A[twood] to complete bargain of Lodg- 
ing. Returning I took Miss S. home, conducted her to Smithfield after 
dining; taking a long walk to show Miss the City. Mr. Berry who 
accompanied me home to tea and from thence together walkt to 
Bagnigge Wells, the sight wherefrom a novelty to Miss. Mr. B. accom- 
panied us to our Lodgings and took leave. Mrs. Snelson, Miss S. and 
myself passed remainder of evening together at 3 handed whist and 
at 12 retired. 


7. Fine warm morn, air close and calm, wind N.W. Accompanied 
Miss S. home and by her Father’s invitation staid, dined drank tea at 
7 o'clock took leave. Enjoyed the very great but rare gratification of 
an iroiretsop egrahcsid, [g|nellauge nehw decrofnu [2 words] the 
ydob si elbapac fo. Passed eve at home. 


1. Dr. John Jeffries (1744-1819), Harvard 1763, Boston surgeon; dressed the 
British wounded at Bunker Hill; identified the body of Dr. Joseph Warren in the 
presence of Sir William Howe; went to Halifax in 1776 as surgeon general and to 
England in 1779; practiced in London; family physician to John Adams in 1786; 
crossed the English Channel with Jean Pierre Blanchard in 1785 in a balloon; re- 
turned to America in 1789, dying in Boston. 

2. A note of admonishment to Cabot for failing to pick up some article Curwen 
had procured for him. 
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8. Dull, dark, watery sky, wind N. Within a.m., listless and ill dis- 
posed to action. 2 acquaintances called in my absence yesterday. Mr. 
Erving and Peeters. p.m. walk, remainder after at home. 


g. Thin white veilous clouds spread across face of heavens. Early, 
fog, air warm dampish, dim sun, wind N. Sunday, Mrs. Snelson at- 
tended at my usual place. Mr. L{indsay] preached from “And he 
came to Nazareth whence he had been brought up, and as his custom 
&c.” After service returnrng turnpike way, we entered church heard a 
Mr. Hubbard preach from “Give us this day, our daily bread.” Dined 


at home, remainder supprising great pains in my head. 


zo. A damp air, watery sky, wind N.E. Within till 10 o’clock. P.M. 
walk with Mrs. Snelson to visit Mr. A.S. and by invitation, drank tea, 
passed till 8 o’clock. Company Mr. John Savage and Lady, Mrs. Snel- 
son, greatly importuned to abide all night. I discouraging her returned 
and arrived at home in a dark and gloomy evening. 


11. Wind N.E., rainy appearance, air close and calm. Wrote to 
Thomas Wyer at New York in answer of his of a distant receipt. 
Walkt p.m. into City to deliver it to Mr. Berry for conveyance, being 
bound the other way himself promises to take charge and deliver it. 
Stopping at Mrs. Council, detained to tea with her and Mrs. Snelson. 
Evening with Mrs. Snelson. 


12. Morn dark and cloudy. a.m. walk to Chelsea, found Mr. T. still 
confined, staid and dined with Mrs. T. Departed mid p.M., arrived at 
home by 5 o’clock. Drank tea in my own room, my Company Mrs. 
Snelson. After walkt to view Bedlam for first time, proceeded to Ar- 
tillery ground; great numbers present to see maneuvers of London 
association. Returned and passed evening in reading, Romeo and 
Juliet to her.* 


13. Dark, drisly morn, a wintry faced firmament stagnant air, N. 
wind. Abroad but little, drank tea and passed evening with family. 


3. A letter to Thomas Wyer at New York: “I hope your situation is as comforta- 
ble as can be expected, though at best a man in the civil or commercial line has many 
reasons of complaint in a garrison of disorderly licentious soldiers.” He continued 
with war comments and the statement that “we are hemmed in by the combined 
fleets of France and Spain to the number of 49 Capital ships and 11 frigates.” 
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14. Dull, foggy morn, heavy stagnant air and warm, wind N.W. 
A.M. visit from Mr. E. conversation as usual, on American affairs. P.M. 
abroad, Eve at home in my room. 


15. Dull, dark, drisly p.mM., watery appearance, latter part and eve- 
ning rain. A short walk a.m. Memo: a lying attendance prevents a 
visit from 2 ladies. Eve below. 


16. Light clouds, damp air, wind W. At Meridian clean brisk air. 
Wind unstead. Sunday, at usual place, a Mr. Walker of Nottingham 
preached an excellent discourse from “Continue in prayer.” Dined at 
home in my room on a roast chick drest at Furnivals Inn Coffee House. 
p.M. Mr. L. preached from “And many that are first shall be last, and 
the last shall be first &c.”’ Drank tea at home. In an Eve, walkt by Bow 
Church, finding it open, I entered, and heard Mr. Duchée preach % 
of a sermon to a crouded assembly. Returning home took Mr. Snelson 
into my room till hour of retirement. 


17. Mild and cloudy. Taking a long a.m. ramble to Knightsbridge, 
took Sloane street and from thence towards Pimlico in midway in 
Kings Road between last mentioned and wheat Sheaff was unexpect- 
edly caught in a soaking rain that literally wet my [7 word] and re- 
quired an hours drought before I could venture to proceed. To pre- 
vent ill effects drank a pint of stout ale and eat a Bunn. Departing 
from hence soon experience a 2d drench through Park and stranded 
and in an uncomfortable condition reached home. Soon after my 
arrival a conversation took place wherein I took part, for want of 
prudence which hardly ever is joined to a disposition capable of acting 
deliberately wrong, a development happened of the late misterious 
motives of our Landlady’s behaviour to my fellow lodger. p.m. drank 
tea and passed evening at Captain Hays, and passed evening at cards 
with him, her, their Landlord and Landlady. Retired early to rest 
after my return home. 


18. Dull, dark morn, air mild, rainy looking sky, wind N.W. Walkt 
meridian and mid p.m. Air chilly. From return till bed time in my 
room. 


19. Air mild and pleasant. Visited Mr. T. at Chelsea, abode there 2 


hours, thence home and there abode. 
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20. Dusky air, rainy appearances. a.M. abroad, called on Brother 
Greenbury. Walked and abode per me ipsum in Drapers Gardens. 
Dined at Lamb Chop House. Meridian sun appears pleasant and warm. 
p.M. at home. Mr. S|avage]| drank tea with me. Accompanied him part 
way home. Attended on by a very disagreeable companion, head ach. 


21, Sun bright at rising, clouds at 9 obscured him, sky threatens rain, 
air mild, wind at W. Two Co-lodgers passed p.m. and drank tea with 
me. Memo: they are females. Staid with me till 11 o’clock, passed eve 
at cards. 


22. Thin light clouds, morn begins to grow cool, fire, since leaving 
off for first time, sun dim, wind N., exact. St. Andrews bells jingling 
to celebrate Coronation, this day compleating just 20 years. Some 
disaffected would say wouldn’t be improper to muffle them. Dined 
abroad, p.m. drank tea in the dining room with my 2 Co-lodgers at 
their invitation. Eve as usual. 


23. Cloudy and closed alternately. Air cool, meridian a squall of 
hail. Sunday, at usual place and preacher, text “Is not this the Carpen- 
ter’s Son?” Dined at home on marrow pudding. p.m. “And the Lord 
commended the unjust Steward, because he had done Wisely.” Drank 
tea per me ipsum. Refused Landlady’s invitation and passed eve in 
eodem modo. 


24. Having engaged new lodgings and this being day for departure, 
called on servants and paid off bills. Dined abroad, passed 2 hours in 
New England Coffee House. With bag and baggage I departed from 
Furnivals Inn Court lodgings to Mrs. Atwood’s No. 1 Yeomans row 
Brompton, accompanied by Mrs. Smithson in a coach, after loading 
my things and a short abode retired to Mr. S. passing time till 12 
o'clock and then taking leave went to my new residence.* 


25. Sun rose bright, soon closed in, and remained invisible all day 
after, air chilly. a.m. small rain. Walkt to London with A.S., Miss S. 
and Mrs. Smithson. Dined at Mr. Councells, drank tea with my Com- 


4. Curwen wrote to Isaac Smith: “By my present residence I have arrived at my 
19th removal, and am in a fair way, should life continue, of exceeding the celebrated 
Mother Rowlandson who her history records, as you well know, to have experienced 


24.” 
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panions Mr. Miss S. and Mrs. Sm. Returned home seasonably in Eve 
and passed remainder of time per me ipsum. 


26. Clear cold air, wind fresh at N. p.m. rain and boisterous. Walkt 
to London, dined at Spring Garden Coffee House, called at Mr. S. 


declined tea and proceeded home. 


27. Air less raw and chilly, clearish. At meridian walkt for an hour 
on flat pavements before Brompton row houses. Accompanied Miss 
S. and Toulmin to School for Scandal at Drury Lane Play House. 
Highly entertaining. Comus—Mrs. Cargill appointed to one of parts, 
on her appearance a general hiss followed by an unusual clap of 
approbation for some minutes kept on to discontenance hiss occa- 
sioned by her whimsical caprices, rude disportment of public at H. M. 
Theatre almost 2 months since; disappearing suddenly one eve- 
ning and going off to Bath after the House was opened and the play 
begun, arising as she pretended from managers not coming up to her 
price. She is a very pleasing performer and a favorite of the public and 
for that reason her humble and respectful approaches gracefully done, 
was easily accepted. Her person is agreeable though plump and rather 
cowish. 


28. Cloudy, dull morn. Walkt to London, returned and dined at 
home. P.M. rambled through fields to Mr. Timmins at No. 5 Chelsea 
Green row about 4 mile distant. Drank tea and returned through 
White and Blacklands row, arrived at 7 o’clock. Passed remainder 
alone. 


29. Air mild as yesterday, smoaky, wind N.W. Walkt to London, 
at Guildhall, no admission thereinto being Election Day for Repre- 
sentatives and Lord Maior. Accompanied there and back by Mr. S., 
he and dauter drank tea and supt with me. 


30. Morn windy, clouds and rain. Sunday, at Brompton Chappell, 
Mr. Butler, one of Ministers, preached from “For we are also his Off- 
spring.” Stayed with Mr. S. 2 hours after Church. Dined at home and 
there abode. After sunset sky was unveiled, morn appeared bright 
and shining. 


October 1, 1781. Mild and warm air, wind . Accompanied 


Mr. and Miss S. as far as Lambeth marsh and proceeded to London by 
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myself, they turning off to visit W.C. Continued my walk through 
Borough and over London Bridge, went strait to New England Coffee 
House, drank tea and passed Eve at Mr. A.S., carrying along with me a 
very disagreeable companion, the head ach. 


2. Waked with it and kept it reluctantly all day. At Meridian on 
pavements with Mr. A.S., drank tea and passed evening at Mr. John 
Savages on the Grove. At meridian walkt with Miss S. by way of 
airing over to Chelsea Hospital. Sprinkling all day. 


3. Cloudy sky, rainy appearance, air mild, dim sun, wind N.E. A 
meridian solitary walk to Florida Gardens beyond Brompton Village 
so called, at this season in disorder. Dined at home. Visited Mrs. 
Smithson accompanied by A.S. and dauter. Drank tea, supt, played at 
Whist, departed at 11 o’clock and in an hour arrived at home, 34% 
miles distant in a fine moonlight Eve. 


4. Mild clear and smoaky air. Walkt to London, returned by 3 
o'clock. Mr. and Miss S., Mrs. Sm. and Mr. Ness drank tea, supt and 
passed eve with me. Miss Newton a sensible but naughty girl drank 
tea with the Company. 


5. Mild air and damp, sky watery, no sun. Accompanied by Mr. S., 
walkt to Surry road by Magdalen hospital to see the ingenious Country 
young woman born without arms use her feet and toes instead. She 
cut out watch papers with ingenious devices and names, writes, uses 
a needle and does any and everything with facility and adroitness as 
well as others do with their hands and fingers. Seems sensible, and as 
contented and discloses herself to be so as those that are perfect in all 
their limbs. In my presence she cut me a watch paper with my name 
thereon, for further advertisement see information on file. 


6. Morn coolish, damp, light clouds. Received a card of invitation 
to dine with John Savage in Grove tomorrow. Memo: yesterday 
omitted, dined at Mr. Timmins. Drank tea and departed homeward 
at 7 o’clock naming Company, A.S. and dauter, walkt to London to 
buy a rasor, a pot of Naples and cake [ Venice? ] soap at shops he, viz., 
A.S., recommends. Returned and dined at home on plumb pudding. 
P.M. and evening at home. Mrs. A[twood] and dauter drank tea with 
me. Retired early. Fine moonlight Eve. 
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7. Morn, clear sun, air mild, Sunday, at usual place and preacher, 
Communion day, text from “If in this Life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are &c.” Returning, passed into Calvinist Church on Savoy 
through which I passed, also Lutheran. In former communion was 
administering to females standing round rails of altar, who received 
cup, drank and returned it back to minister with a bow. Organ all the 
while playing. Passed through park, dined at Mr. J[ohn] S[avage], 


drank tea, passed eve till 9 o’clock, after at A.S.’s. 


8. Milky, sun obscured, air mild, wind N. Walkt to London, re- 
turned to dinner. p.m. and evening with S., Company J.S. and Lady, 
took leave at 12 o’clock. 


g. Morn still warm and smoaky. a.m. sun broke out. Walkt to 
London, at New England Coffee House, returned at 2 o’clock. Papers 
say a Adam Woolridge is appointed American Secretary’s deputy in 
loco Mr. Fisher who now hold it. They are always holding out false 
lights. Mr. A.S. dined and passed p.m. Drank tea and supt with me. 
Interval walkt to Chelsea as far as bun shop. 


10. Dull, dark, cloudy, air warmish, wind N.E. as yesterday. Within 
all day and Eve. 


11. Morn mild, cloudy, smoaky. Meridian sun broke out pleasant. 
Walkt to London with 2 Savages, J[ohn] and A[rthur]. Returned 
home by 3 o’clock. Declined A.S. invitation, abode within all re- 
mainder. 


12. Cloudy, rawish. Walkt to London, discharged Apothecary’s 
bill. Returned home and dined. A.S. and dauter drank tea and passed 
Eve at cards. 


13. Morn cloudy and dull, air mild, Meridian uncommonly pleasant 
and warm. Returned at 3, dined and went over to Mr. S. home as by 
agreement last Eve. From meridian blue sky, sun fair, shining. 


14. Cloudy but mild. Sunday. At usual place and preacher, text “Is 
any among you sick, let him call for the Elders of the Church &c.” 
After service call into Temple church but chilliness of air therein 
soon hurried me out. Proceeded to Mr. Council’s and there dined, 
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from whence to usual place of worship, text “He made known his 
way unto Moses; his acts &c.” Returned home immediately after 
church, through park, full as usual on Sunday. Drank tea, below, per 
me ipsum, and so passed Eve. 


15. Mild, calm air, cloudy. Walkt over to Chelsea, Mr. Timmins at 
London, busy about John Harrison’s funeral. Met Mr. Benjamin 
Hallowell there who invited me to call on him. Another countryman 
Commodore Loring’ discharged by Death from pension list and 
another going same way to be struck off. Brigadier Royall? siezed with 
smallpox with hazardous symptoms. Captain Coombes dined by invi- 
tation with me, drank tea, accompanied him to Gun park gate. Eve 
per me ipsum. 


16. Fine mild air, wind W. as yesterday. Walkt to London, com- 
panion A.S. who called on me. Returned alone. Dined at home. 


17. Wind and weather same as yesterday. Walkt to London, re- 
turned at 2. A.S. and dauter dined, passed p.m. and drank tea and supt 
on Bologna Sausages with me. Eve at cards. 


18. Morn and a.m. dull and cloudy, air rawish, all day dark, sour 
looking sky. Staid within till 6 o’clock. Walkt to Mr. John Savage to 
tea, having received an invitation in A.M. 12 Criminals executed at 
Tyborn. Tis a melancholy consideration that robbries have of late 
greatly increast as in case of Executions manifest, as indeed thieving 
of all kinds, here, meaning the metropolis, rapidly increases. 


19. Air cloudy and raw, wind N.E. Walkt to London, returned and 
dined at Mr. Savages; he and Miss, drank tea, passed P.M., supt and 
departed at 12 o’clock. 


20. Air damp, cloudy and dull, appearance, gust of rain. Walkt to 
London. Returned and dined at home, Mr. A.S. and Miss drank tea, 


1. Commodore Joshua Loring (1716-1781), mandamus councillor; one of the five 
commissioners of the revenue; proscribed and banished and his estates confiscated, 
known as “one of the oldest Captains in the Royal Navy and later Commodore on the 
Lakes of North America.” Sabine, Loyalists, p. 27. 

2. Isaac Royal of Medford (?-1781), mandamus councillor; endowed first profes- 
sorship of law at Harvard; proscribed and banished; fled to England in 1776, died in 
October 1781; father-in-law of Sir William Pepperrell and George Erving. 
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played at cards, supt and retired at 11 o’clock. Mr. John S., Lady and 


son of Company. Drank tea with them at their house. 


21. Fresh raw air, sun dim. Sunday. Overslept, thereby detained 
within. Worship at usual place and preacher, text “I therefore the 
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that &c.” Mrs. A., dauter and 
Cousin Williams drank tea with me. Mr. A.S. and dauter supt with me 


on White pudding. 


22. Fair, fine, mild day. Meridian brisk, rawish. Received order at 
treasury and Cash at bank. Also procured S. Sewall at Sidmouth his 
balance but to be remitted to him to be signed by him and sent back. 
By papers I find some Salem privateers have fallen into hands of the 
british. Drank tea alone, Miss Williams passed eve with me. 


23. Cold frosty night, clear fine morn, Morn lively air, clear sun 
and pleasant. Walkt over to Chelsea, Mr. I. absent. p.m. at London, 
drank tea with Mrs. Greene, returned back by 8 o’clock. Remainder 
in my own room. 


24. Night preceding cold. Morn air sharp, sky cloudy and dull, 
wintry appearance. Mr. A.S. and dauter dined with me on a mock 
indian pudding of Sicilian rice and a boiled leg of mutton and caper 
sauce. [hey drank tea and passed evening with me. 


26. Morn fine, sky milky, sun dim, air mild, wind N. Walkt over to 
Chelsea to put in and take out sundrys from great trunk. Mr. T. came 
back with me and dined at A.S., drank tea and passed evening with 
them. 


25. Omitted. Fine clear mild air, wind N. a fine day. Walkt to Lon- 
don, returned by 4. Mr. A.S. and dauter with me. 


27. Cloudy, mild and calm. Calling on Mr. A.S., | accompanied him 
to Oxford Street and its neibourhood, a long tedious walk. We arrived 
together to Furnivals Inn Court. Separating there, he entered Miss 
Sm.’s lodgings and I proceeded to Minories and Bank. In my return, 
called at lottery offices in my way and took 43 different schemes from 
so many offices, so many are the snares laid by the crafty for the hurt 
of the many unwise and credulous. Perhaps the foregoing number 
does not amount to % of the offices on that plan of deceit and ruin in 
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this City. Standing under piazzas of Exchange, Mrs. Hay passing by 
stopped and invited me to a dinner with them next Tuesday. Taking 
Capt. Coombes, took him along with me to dinner. Miss S. calling in I 
detained her to tea and after went to their house and passed evening 
till 11 o’clock. 


28. Mild air, sky milky, sun out and in. Returning last night late to 
rest I awoke late. Within till p.m. Sunday. At usual place and preacher, 
text “And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up &c.” 
Drank tea at home per me ipsum. 


29. Morn clear. EFsora thiw a suovren H.A., niap sesaercni. Walkt 
to Chelsea, disappointed in seeing Mr. and Mrs. T., they being gone 


to London. Passed remainder of day at home.® 


30. Air clear now, wind N.E. Dined at Mrs. Kay’s, himself, Mrs. 
and J. Harrop. Niap ni daeh maertex. Eve at Mr. A.S. 


31. Air clear, pleasant, raw. Walkt to London to view old Roman 
coins. Owner refuses selling part without the whole. Returned home, 
dined on Sicilian rice pudding. Passed evening and p.m. at home. 


1781 November 1. Clear fair sky, air coolish. At Meridian mild and 
pleasant. Walkt to London, by way picked up 2 oF 3 lottery chances, 
returned home by Chelsea, disappointed again of seeing Mr. T. and 
also Bookbinder. Arrived at lodgings mid p.m. and there abode. 


2. Wind Sly., rainy, within all day. 


3. Singularly fine, mild clear sky and air. Walkt to London. Re- 
turned home and dined. Miss S. drank tea with me. Mr. S. after 
arrived, and both passed eve at cards. 


4. Fine mild air and clear, wind N. Abode within till 3 o’clock. 
Short excursion. Weather proving unfavorable kept within remainder 


3. To Samuel Sewall, Curwen wrote: “You wish me to write you favourable 
news from America. Would to God such was to be found wrote in the volume of 
fate ... The french, you know are in possession of Chesepeak with a much superior 
fleet than that of Great Britain, for they reckon 36 Capital ships to our 24 even after 
Digbys junction. General Cornwallis’s royal Master is in the utmost distress for him 
whom all the world here fears to hear will have been burgoyned, and therefore an 
end to this cursed, ill omened quarrell ae not in a way to be wished, for which 
the beginners, instigators, and continuers of it deserve execration.” 
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of time, Mrs. A. and Miss W. drank tea with me. She viz. latter is 
facetious and abounds in interesting anecdotes. 


5. Dark foggy, brisk air, and after rainy. Remained within till near 
6 o'clock. Passed evening at Mr. A.S., drank tea and supt, departed at 
12 0 clock. 


6. Thick dark watry clouds, wind fresh to W.S. Walkt for 4th 
time to speak with Bookbinder returned re infecta. Bought at a fruit 
shop a large pear called Eudat St. Germain which I brought away, 
cost 3d, weight 17'4 oz. The shop man told me he has heard of one 
weight of 2 lb. They are a harsh fruit, fit only for baking or stewing 
till about April. Hung it up in my room to ripen. 


7. Air raw and chilly, wind fresh at W. Cloudy watry aspect. Took 
a sth walk to Brightwells the Chelsea bookbinder, agreed to cut and 
halfbind my Folio Nummophylac Christina for 4% croun, which if he 
performs well will be on my side a favorable bargain. Headach 
etanitsbo dna suolbuort. 


8. Fine clear day, air moderate, wind N.W. Dekaw thiw dias niap, 
that noos detaba ot ym feiler dna trofmoc. Bookbinder brought home 
book well executed and agreeable to engagement. Walkt to London 
and there dined. Passed a couple hours in New England Coffee House, 
read all papers. In returning through park took up Captain Coombes, 
carried him home to tea. 


g. This is Lord Maior’s day, meaning this day whereon he goes in a 
most pomposious showy manner with alderman, Common Council 
&c. &c. to Westminster Hall, Exchequer Chamber to be sworn into 
office and to take possession of his honours and power. Tis generally 
observed to be a foul day, this on contrary, proved singularly clear, 
mild and pleasant. Walkt to London, purchased a ¥, share in a lottery 
ticket. Returned home to dinner taking Captain Coombes, whom I 
met, dining with me. Passed evening till 9 per me ipsum. Called up 
Mrs. A. and Miss W [illiams] to an hour’s amusement at cards. 


10. Watry looking sky, air damp, wind S.W. Walkt to London, 


returned to dinner. Sent a card of invitation to Mr. and Miss, in return 
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received a pressing one to walk over to them. Accepted a 2d invitation 
with real reluctance, drank tea and passed evening there. Waited on a 
Mrs. or Miss Dwaynes for her character is unsettled, though she goes 
by her keepers name from the house wherein I was to one in our row 
where she at present abides. 


12. Dull rainy air. Walkt me to Mr. S. initially to worship at Bromp- 
ton Chappell, but an intestine commotion soon hurrying me back, 
deterred me from this Service. Presented Mr. A.S. with a bergamot 
snuff-box. p.M. walk to London in a dull, damp heavy air. Being Sun- 
day, attended at usual place and preacher, text ““The Officers an- 
swered, never man spoke like this man.” Returned home, Miss W. 
drank tea with me, passed evening and read to me Comedy of English 


[| Marchbank: ], excellently. 


12. Dull and cloudy, but mild air, wind as yesterday W. p.m. walk 
to London, returned to tea. Miss W. passed evening and read 
{ Mar? | Montols moral tales. 


13. Fine clear air, sun rose bright. Continued pleasant till 3 o’clock, 
closed in and had rainy appearance, wind N.W. Dined at home, P.M. 
walkt to London, meeting L. Toulmin had a treaty about new watch; 
endeavored to get loose, if practical with honour from the engage- 
ment. Left it unsettled. Sadly imposed on by a Jewish in buying a 
bloodstone [3 words] from jeweller in Hemmings Row named Honle. 
Returned home to dinner. Drank tea and passed eve at Mr. S. 


14. Rain through whole preceding night, wind fresh at S. In mid 
P.M. walkt to London. Mr. and Miss S. drank tea and supt with me. 


15. Clear sun, blue sky, wind fresh and at time boisterous at W. 
Walkt over to Hammersmith with Mrs. Timmins [to] boarding 
school to pay her oldest dauter Betsey a visit. Returned same way and 
dined with her, he absent at London. Arrived at home 5 o’clock. Eve 
per me ipsum. State Lottery began drawing. Some few perhaps are 
contemplating with delight their good fortune, but how many more 
are complaining of unjust partiality. For my own part I neither expect 
her favours, nor fear her frowns, nor shall I, tis my earnest wish, stand 
in need of the former. Nature needs little, the appetite and Passions are 
insatiable. Woe betide those who on the wrong side of 60 are their 
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slaves. I hope I have self-government enough not to wish nor expect 
beyond my present prospects, limited as they are. 


16. Fair clear, blue sky, air dry, wind brisk and flawy at W. Paid 
Mrs. A. for 6 weeks lodgings and took receipt in full. Walkt to Lon- 
don, dined at Mr. Bickertons, supt, drank tea. Eve per me ipsum hav- 
ing declined invitation to A.S. 


17. Morn cloudy and dull. Walkt over to Chelsea, paid Mrs. T. a 
short visit, proceeded Brightwells, he as usual gone to London. Thence 
through College gardens to London. Returned to dinner. Miss S. 
passed evening with me. 


18. Morn dark and smoaky. At Meridian opened, exceeding 
pleasant, warm. Sunday. At usual place and preacher, text “You are 
my friend, if ye do whatsoever I command you.” After service stopt 
in at Temple Church, disappointed hearing Bishop Thurlow, it not 
being his turn. Returned back and proceeded homewards, passing 
through Green park, meeting Mr. A.S. on flat pavement, took a few 
turns with him. Dined at home. p.m. as before, text “Nay, Father 
Abram, and he said, but if one went unto them from the dead, they 
will repent.” Drank tea at home and passed eve. 


19. Morn mild, but dark, dull and rainy appearance, night proceed- 
ing cold and frosty. p.m. walk to London. Soon return. Miss W. 
passed eve with me in reading and conversation. 


20. Night preceeding cold, morn clear, cool, white frost. Wind 
N.E. Mr. and Miss S. dined, drank tea and supt with me. 


21. Dull, cloudy, damp air, watry looking sky, fresh cold wind. 
Confined all day alone by nervous head ach, being more frequently 
attackt of late. 


22. Fine clear sky, bright sun, bracing air, N. Walkt to Mr. Tim- 
mins at Chelsea, sat an hour with her. Passing through Park, overtaken 
by a former travelling companion named Aspdin of Philadelphia on 
horseback. After a few minutes chat he took leave, he recognized me 
after an interval of 4 years. 
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23. Fair, clear, pleasant air. Walkt to London. Bought two Journal 
books green cover. Received a letter from Mr. Dalglish at Glasgow. 
Returned home to dinner. Answered Mr. D. letter. Remainder in 


recopying. 


24. Morn dark and cloudy, at Meridian drisly, wind brisk at N.E. 
Walkt to London. Returned to dinner. Mr. and Miss S. drank tea 
passed evening with me. 


25. Dark, dull drisly day. Sunday, at usual place and preacher, text 
“And before Jesus Christ who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good 
confession.” By invitation of yesterday I dined at Mr. Snelsons on 
Ludgate hill, staid and drank tea. Returned from thence not tll after 
6 o'clock ina thick fog.’ 


26. Dark, cloudy and rainy. Confined by a nervous headach till 5 
o'clock. Walkt over to Mr. A.S. Returned home by mideve in a com- 
fortless state of pain. Invited by Mr. J[ohn] S[avage] and Lady to 


tea tomorrow; promist conditionally. 


27. Cloudy heavens, of a rainy aspect, air mild, wind S. Walkt to 
London. Attended for first time sales of tea at India House for an 
hour. Regular in the mode, noisy and clamorous in execution, lots 
consisting of several parcels or packages of like quality. Every buyer 
of first No. in a lot has a right to each separate parcel unless overbid. 
The lots are often divided by consent; when succeeding number of 
that lot is put up a loud burst of “Last buyer, last buyer” shakes the 
concave repeatedly till the Chairman presiding determines to whom 
it is recorded. Returning through Park I found great numbers there 
waiting for King’s passing to Parliament House, being first day of 
Sessions, when tis opened by a speech from Throne. The King in his 
robes and Croun on his head, which, if capable of feeling, must, I 
think, feel more distress than since his brows bore this emblem of 
Royalty. The total overthrow, in Lord Cornwallis’s defeat of all his 
long projected and self promist subjugation of North America to un- 


1. To Andrew Dalglish at Glasgow, Curwen wrote to disregard his former re- 
quest for snuff as Mr. Kippin “has left off business.” He then discussed business 
opportunities in London: “Clerkships, as all offices under government, are at open 
market, and bought and sold as public stocks, the premium, 4, 5, 6 years income. The 
treasury coffee house under the Arches where the sellers or brokers are to be seen 
at business hours. Had I had a capital I should before this day have been a purchaser.” 
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controlled power; for in the first state of things to parliamentary 
authority is Croun authority. Man’s designs are often overated and 
disappointed by a more powerful authority. Drank tea and passed eve 
at Mr. J.S., according to promise, with a room full of Company at 
cards and backgammon, former of which declined. 


28. Very thick fog and rain in morn. Air mild. At home tll 5 
o’clock. Walkt over to A.S., drank tea and passed eve by invitation. 


29. Mild cloudy sky. Carried watch to London to be reformed it 
proving an useless companion in its present state of false intelligence, 
borrowed one interim; at New England Coffee House. 


30. Cloudy, mild air. Walkt over to Mr. Timmins at Chelsea. De- 
clined invitation to dine. Walkt on to London. Returned and dined 
at home. Mr. J.S. and Lady with A.S. and dauter drank tea, passed 


P.M. and eve with me. 


December 1, 1781. Air mild and smoaky. Walkt to London. Re- 
turned and dined at home, and remained per me ipsum. 


2. Smoaky, dewy air. At 11 sun appears, calm. Within till p.m. 
Walkt to London. Being at Winpenny’s Office was told by him a very 
singular circumstance. A Gentleman from Country had for 8 years 
following bought at his office one single ticket every year that had 
turned up a prize of £20, no more no less. 20000 came up yesterday 
to a Company of 21 persons living in Fleet Street and 10000 to 10 
Billingsgate women, who on this occasion illuminated the market, 
got soundly drunk and for following night spread the ground till day 
light, sleeping thereon till the fumes had by next sun rise had gone 
off. Abode within remainder of time, Miss W. with me. 


3. Dark damp air, wind fresh and raw. Walkt to London, enquired 
and found 2 more tickets blank. Returned at 3, dined and walkt over 
to Mr. S. by invitation. Passed time till retired in playing backgammon 
with Mr. J.S. and after at cards. 


4. Dark, rainy, mild, wind S. Within all day, writing. 


y. Air damp and cloudy. Rainy appearance, wind E., calm. Walkt 
to London, left my watch again. Took a substitute temporary. Hope 
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twill prove a truer informant; meridian visit by Mr. Thomas Hutch- 
ison and A.S.; latter and dauter drank tea and passed eve with me. 


6. Dark, raw, drisly air, wind E. Within all day, Received letter 
from I. Smith, Sidmouth. 


7. Same as yesterday. 


8. Dark, at times drisly, raw, wind E. Walkt to Green Park gate for 
an airing. Returned home and remained writing. 


g. Raw and dark sky. Dekawa thiw suovren head ach. Denifnoc lit 
4 0’clock. Walkt over to Mr. J.S. to dine after 2 excuses sent, one of 
indisposition. Drank tea and there abode till 8. Retired to bed earlier 
than usual immoderately oppressed with flatulence in stomach and 


bowells, kept thereby all night waking. 


10. Clouds and sun alternately. Sent for Apothecary Evans, son 
came, proposes a cathartic, to be dekrow thiw taem aet, on doog 
ecneugesnoc, sniap yciloc niamer. Passed night sans lever. 


11. Faint sun, air mild and soft. Visited by Apothecary, prescrip- 
tion I disapprove. Meridian walk, called to acquaint him therewith. 
In my absence he called on me. p.m. and Eve within. Apothecary 
called 2d time. Agreed to take a dose of castor oil. A.S. called, drank 
tea and passed p.m. and Eve with me. 


12. Morn foggy, raw, frosty night. Esod nekat ylrae noos nageb sti 
noitarepo gniunitnoc tot die. Meridian visit by Mr. J.S. for an hour. 
Miss S. drank tea and passed part eve. 


13. Foggy but mild, within all day writing. 


14. Mild and very pleasant air, sun out, wind N.W. Mr. A.S. called 
and took me out to Chelsea, Mr. and Mrs. T. absent. Rambled into 
Sir Hans Sloane’s burying ground. 


15. Fine mild air, pleasant sun, wind S. A.S. called on me, walkt 
together to London. Returned and dined at home. P.M. and evening 
alone. Invited by Mrs. Councill to tomorrow’s dinner. 


1. To Isaac Smith, Curwen wrote: “Since Lord Cornwallis’s surrender, Govern- 
ment, I am told, has laid aside all other thoughts than to maintain, if practical, 
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16. Morn, smoaky somewhat, air mild. Sunday, at usual place, Mr. 
Estin of Lewinsmead Bristol preached from “These were more noble 
than those of Thessalonica and searched the scriptures daily wether 
these things were so.” No service at our church p.m. Dined at Mr. C., 
departed at 4 o’clock. Arrived at lodgings at 5. Landlady drank tea 
with me; eve writing. 


17. Darkish rainy appearance, winterlike face of sky, P.M. rawish. 
By a royal mandate all in kitchen line of male kind belonging to the 
King’s Family are to appear without the natural ornament of hair on 
their heads, he having discovered one or some on his Table, and Friday 
the Solstitian or shortest day of the year is appointed for the fatal 
Excision, to the no small mortification of the Jemmys and Jackys. 
Yesterday present at a sermon preached in Temple Church by Bishop 
Thurlow, Chancellor’s brother, lowness of his voice, distance from 
him, continual barking prevented hearing him distinctly. He’s an 
agreeable Person, and character excellent. 


78. Air mild, dusky rainy appearance, walkt over to Chelsea. Car- 
ried and brought away Sundrys to and from great Trunk. Dined at 
home. For more exercise, walkt down to end of Piccadilly, Hay 
Market, Pall Mall, passed into Park through Grove by Keepers house, 
being a circuit of at least 44% miles being undesignedly led on. At 
return finding Miss S. at my lodgings invited to stay tea. She pro- 
posed to send for her Father, having no messenger she went and 
fetched him. They drank tea and passed eve, I read to them minutes 
of my journey to Weymouth. 


zg. Air still mild, rainy appearance, wind as yesterday, W. Within 
all day writing. 


20. Air still mild, sky cloudy, rainy appearance, wind W. Walkt 
to London in order to pass day at Capt. Hays. He was departed to 


Canada, Newfoundland, New York City, Charlestown and Georgia; perhaps since 
the majority for carrying on the war in America when the House consisted of more 
than 400, fell to 41 only, a proof, notwithstanding the irresistible influence of Court, 
of the real sentiments of the landed interest. For the foresaid purpose immense quan- 
tities of Army and Navy ammunitions de guerre et de bouche will be sent over, and 
primarily furnish America and alternately, I fear, France with the ability to dispossess 
Great Britain of every foot of ground on the continent of North America and twill 
be well if not of the islands too. But these, you'll say, are the suggestions of fear, 
may beso... A Wise man said 

‘If evils come not, fears are vain; 

And if they do, fear but augments the pain.’ ” 
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Portsmouth to meet a ship there. Examined and found Lottery tickets 
blank. Returned at 6 o’clock. 


21. Mild air, cloudy, dim sun. Within tll 4 o’clock. Walkt with 
A.S. on pavements. Drank tea and stayed 4% hour with him. Passed 
eve in writing. 


22. Air still mild, wind W. Admiral Rodney, commonly called 
Brave Rodney, long detained in Torbay with his fleet bound to West 
India. Meridian walkt to Chelsea accompanied by Miss S. p.m. she 
drank tea and passed evening with me. 


23. Air raw somewhat. Morn dull, wind brisk, whistles at S.W. 
Sunday, at usual place, preacher, text “Neither is there Salvation in 
any other.” An admirable disuasive against placing terms of accept- 
ance with God on narrow piety privileges, as if He was engaged to 
support Calvin, Arminius or Council of Nice, [Solinus? | or any body 
of Patriachs, Archbishop or Bishop whatever to his declared will by 
Jesus Christ. Viz.: obedience to those righteous laws he came au- 
thorized to practise and to enforce on weak sinful offending man, not 
even a sorrow for a strong sense of guilt, without a thorough change 
of temper and habit, much less a belief in human [7 word] will 
qualify for his mercy and most gracious acceptance. Days too short 
and weather too unpleasant to walk a 2d time or stay till after 2d 
service. Therefore passed p.m. and evening at home alone. 


24. Morn dull and showry. Meridian sun broke out, wind fresh 
S.W., air mild. Walkt to Chelsea, through College gardens and home 
by Sloane Street, Knightsbridge. Road dirty. p.m. and evening at 
home. Capt. C[oombes] called on me and drank tea. Invited him to 
tomorrow dinner. 


25. Fine clean air, brisk but moderate, wind S.W. Christmas, at- 
tended at usual place, preacher, text “And the Angel came in unto her 
and said Hail thou that art highly favoured &c.” Meeting Capt. 
Coombes] in Park, took him home with me. 


26. Clear brisk and coolish, wind S.W. Meridian walk to Chelsea, 
returned by Sloane Street. P.M. and evening at home. Mrs. Sm. and 
Miss S. supt with me. Mr. A.S. from an of came after- 
ward. 
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27. Cloudy brisk air, wind S.W. a.m. and after dining walk with 
Miss who called on me to end of Chestnut grove, drisle stopt further 
progress. At home remainder of day. 


28. Brisk air, cool, cloudy, rainy appearance. Wind W. p.m. walk 
to London, staid and supt at A.S. 


29. Drisly all day, wind fresh S.W. Within, Mrs. Smithson, A.S. 
and dauter dined, drank tea and took leave at 5 o’clock. Alone writing 
Eve. 


30. Morn clear, air cool, Meridian cloudy, wind fresh W. Sunday 
at usual place, preacher, text “But I wouldn’t have you be ignorant, 
Brethren &c.”” On return called at Mr. Evans, Apothecary. Neither 
father nor son at home. Left directions to be called on. Young Evans 
came and agreed to administer as citeme at 6, the effects usual, small 
egrahcsid, leaving an aesuan. Memo: the mistress of house, Mrs. 
Atwood knew of my intention and was even spoken to, left me 
alone. She and her 2 children went out on a visit. Sympathy in people 
of her rank and occupation is a needless unprofitable sensation, gain 
engrosses all feeling. I don’t depend on much attention, but decency 
should be practised and appearances saved. 


31. Moderate air, cloudy, sun dim and in. Paid off all demands at 
lodging house. Three days since was my birth day, when I entered 
into 66th year. What reason have I to lament that loss of time and 
waste of powers that our great “indulgent” Creator has bestowed 
upon us for wise and useful purposes. Pope says 


“With added days if life give nothing new, 
But like a seive lets every pleasure through; 
Some joys still last as each vain year runs oer 
And all we gain, some sad reflection more. 

Is this a birthday? ’Tis alas! too clear, 
"Tis but the funeral of the former year” 


Thus ends the year 1781 
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1782 


January 1, 1782. Cloudy and rainy appearance. Air raw, wind 
fresh E. Dined at Mr. John Savage’s in the Grove by invitation, Cap- 
tain John Green and wife, A.S. and dauter. Passed p.m. as Eve at 
backgammon and cards. Rainy at times all day. 


2. Cloudy, wind fresh at W. Walkt to London, found my 7th and 
last chance in Lottery a blank. Fortune this season has fairly given me 
the Go by, every one being a blank. Returned home and dined. 
Passed evening per me ipsum. Disappointed in not seeing Doctor 
Jeffries a Countryman and a Mr. Dwaynes one of the Household 
Doctors, neither being at home. 


3. Air clear and cool, wind N.W. Walkt to London, called on 
Doctor Jeffries at No. 28 South Moulton Street, advised and paid 
him a guinea therefor. Hope twill be of good effect. In my absence 
Mr. Timmins and James Russell called and each left a card and note. 
P.M. and evening at home. 


4. Cold sour air, morn dark and dull, wind fresh at W. Dekawa 
thiw headach. Meridian walk with Miss S. on Chelsea back road. p.m. 
called on Mr. S., confined by a cold. Walkt Londonward as far as 
D. Portland’s house Piccadilly. Eve at home. 


5. Fine clear sun, wind brisk and mild. Season so moderate that 
buds on hedges are swelled. Meridian walk to Chelsea Hospital 
through Sloane Street and back through White and blackland road, 
3% miles in 50 per me ipsum, [2 words] to London far into Pic- 
cadilly merely for a leg stretch, returned strait home and passed eve 
in writing. 


6. Fine clear air, chilly. Pleasant however, wind W.N. Sunday, at 
usual place and preacher. Communion day. Text “And the child 
grew and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the desert till the day of 
his showing to Israel.” Dined at home. p.m. walk as far as military 
academy in little Chelsea, air being delightfully soft called me forth, 
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season so warm that buds in hedges are swelling and garden seeds are 
peeping out of ground. Eve per me ipsum. 


7. Cloudy, mild air. Meridian walk to Chelsea by Sloane street, 
returned by White and blacklands lane p.m. walk 4 double turns on 
pavement. Eve alone writing. 


8. Morn, close air, fine sky, uncommonly pleasant and agreeable. 
At Treasury for S. Sewalls % remittance which I received and for- 
warded to him.! Eve as usual. 


g. Cloudy rainy appearance, drisly and at times exceeding, accom- 
panied with boisterousness of wind at S.W. Walkt out with invitation 
to visit Mr. Timmins whom I met coming Bromptonward between 
the Horns and Keppells head. Turned about and accompanied him 
as far as Hyde Park corner on his way to Bermondsey street, Oxford 
street whither he was going. At 2 o’clock rain came on with wind, 
which continued blusterous to this writing. Continued within re- 
mainder of day. At 5 o’clock Doctor Jeffries called and abode 4% 
hour, on my request he gave me his opinion, that considering my 
advanced age and past state of body, I should use warming and best 
dry wines, most excellent and prize in their kinds as Madiera, sherry, 
dry mountain, avoid the lean meagre and red of all productions; 
spirits as rum brandy and gin, Hollands in water, unsweetened. 
Choisest flesh, roast, baked or boiled only, without butter fat or 
sauces, of vegetables, turnips, carrots, onions, potatoes and no other, 
but above all in moderate quantitys. ‘lea very sparingly, not to suffer 
stomach to be a long time empty, nor go to bed on a full one. Early 
to bed, early to rise, moderate exercise. No other malt liquor but mild 
porter. Keep fresh air as much as possible. Passed evening at home. 
A restless night, disturbed by seicnelutalf. 


10. Cloudy, unpleasant, wind fresh at N.W. Denifnoc yb lio sti 
noitarepo neddus dna lautceffe. Received a letter to convey to Widow 
Poynton at Salem from her late husband’s kinsman of same name in 
Orange Court Lesterfields, with a complaisant invitation to dine with 


1. To Samuel Sewall at Taunton, Curwen wrote about payment of Sewall’s and 
his own quarterly allowances, and continued: “I presume you have heard of the 
death of poor Abel Willard, your late friend, whose continuance on the London 
stage was of a few days only after his return from Oxford, but about 20. He is now 
gone to that retreat from misery and sufferings where the wicked cease from 
troubling, and where the weary are at rest. 1 am told the surviving mate is a mourning 
in earnest.” 
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him next Sunday. Put my answer inclosing S.S. blank receipt into 
Mr. T. hands to be forwarded to him at Taunton. Eve alone.” 


11. Fine clean air, frosty and finger cold, there having been one 
preceeding night. Remainder of day extreamly fine and pleasant. 
Walkt to London and proceeded without delay to Mr. T. to dinner, 
having been invited 3 days ago. New arranged contents of large 
trunk there. Drank tea, played at backgammon till 3 o’clock and re- 
turned in a fine starry night through Sloane street, avoiding thereby 
fields black and whiteland’s lane. 


12. Morn raw and sharp air, night preceeding frost. Walkt to Lon- 
don, returned by 3 o’clock. Landlady at my return uncommonly rude 
and indecent. Temper naturally sour and cross, requires frequent dis- 
charges which when made she grows easier. There is a certain rumple 
in it that nothing can thoroughly smooth. I fancy she gets a little now 
and then of eau de vie that increases her natural sourness. Stopt for 
a short span at A.S. promising a conditional return. Indisposition and 
lassitude chain me down to my own chimney. 


13. Morn foggy, air mild. a.m. sun broke out and continued. Sun- 
day, at usual place and preacher, text “That they may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me &c.” Dined at Mr. Poyntons, returned at 4 
o'clock. Drank coffee at home. Walkt to Keppells head Inn, Captain 
Coombes called and passed an hour with me. Invited him to dine next 
Wednesday with me. Sterppo thiw seicnelutalf ta deb sruoh. 


14. Raw dull morn. Esora sterppo thiw trosh thaerb. Within writ- 
ing till 4 o’clock. Walkt an hour on flat pavement before Brompton 
upper row per me ipsum. Put on winter linnen for first time, sensible 
comfort providing. Walkt to London, at return found Brother 
Greenbury who came agreeable to a last weeks card left at his lodg- 
ings in London, who dined, drank tea and passed part of evening. 
Workt together 2 lower degrees of Masonry. Departed at mid Eve 
to attend a lodge in Southwark. Remainder Eve alone. 


15, 16. Air cloudy, raw, foul weather looking sky, wind W. At 
meridian rain with wind. Capt. Coombes dined, drank coffee and soon 
departed after. Eve alone. 


2. A long letter to Dr. John Jeffries, describing in all detail Curwen’s stomach 
disorder and asking advice on a long list of food and drink. 


806 January 1782 LONDON 


17. Morn moderate, coolish somewhat, p.m. pleasant, sun out. 
After, sun and snow alternately. Walkt to London. Visited Doctor 
Jeffries, informed he had just sent off an answer to my letter, which 
disparing to receive, wished to have parole instruction on subject of it. 
Called at Mr. Poyntons Orange Court. Received from him following 
directions to make an excellent gravy soup. Take a leg or shin of beef, 
cut into several pieces, put into pot or pan, to it 8 quarts of water, 
shred in 2 medium large onions, a root of cellery, a few whole pepper 
and some salt, cover it with brown paper or anything to keep in 
steam, send it to a Bakers oven to stand therein through whole night, 
when cold skin off all the fat atop, and preserve it for use. In moderate 
weather here twill list several days. Returned home and dined. Eve 
on pavement. 


18. Fine clear air, wind N. a.m. walk to Chelsea, to engage Mr. T. 
to procure 4 dozen best dry genuine wine. Returned home by way 
Sloane street to lengthen walk. An early dinner and walkt to London. 
Returned by 5 making a re infecta business. Eve at home writing. 


19. Fine clear air. Walkt to London, received quarterly Allowance 
at Bank. Returned at 3 o’clock. A.S. called, drank tea, supt and de- 
parted at 9. Hope a strangeness on his side, caused by I know not 
what, is removed. Agreed to accompany him to Brompton Chappell 
in A.M. and he me to Essex house Chappel in p.m. 


20. Cloudy, rain looking appearance, at times sprinkling, wind 
fresh at S.W. and raw Sunday, attended at Brompton Chappell, Mr. 
Butler, one of the Preachers preached from “Why art thou so vexed, 
O my soul and why art thou so disquieted within me.” Mr. T. and 
H[ay] from Chelsea attended there. Dined at home. P.M. at same 
place, Preacher unknown, text from “And Paul said, I would to God 
that not only Thou but &c.” Drank tea and passed Eve at 8 o’clock 
at A.S. Starry fine sky, after a boisterous rainy day. 


21. Morn, fine, moderate and clear, continued so all day. Walkt to 
London, dined at Mr. Councills, gained in bargains 3/, noted as a 
perhaps singular instance, recollecting no instance of like success, 
Received S.S. letter enclosing receipt signed for his %4ly allowance 
on the morrow, being day appointed by Mr. R[owe] to issue his 
orders. Eve home. 
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22. Air very damp, invited by verbal message to drink tea and 
pass Eve at A.S. Abode within till 6 o’clock. I walk over agreeable 
to promise. 


23. Cloudy moist air. Fresh wind but mild. Walkt to London, dined 
at Owens Coffee House, Holborn on soup. Returned at 5. Eve per me 
ipsum. 


24. Cloudy damp air, wind fresh at N.W. Walkt to London, re- 
ceived S.S. order at Treasury and Bill at bank. Returned at 2 o’clock, 
found Mrs. Snelson and Mrs. Councill in my room on a visit per 
invitation. Dined and drank tea, passing p.m. at cards. Walkt with 
them on foot as far as St. James street, Piccadilly, they declining to 
pay at two stands the Drivers demand, which they sadly regretted 
after, especially Mrs. S. whose extream fatigue greatly deranged her, 
and by whose prudential regard to the purse prevented their use of a 
Carriage. Dinner was 2 roast fowls which proved uncommonly excel- 
lent and a semolina pudding as good in its kind as ever was eaten. Eve, 
wind very fresh, mild. Alone writing.* 


25. Look Says Weekly Journal.* 


26. Fine pleasant day. Walkt to London forwarded S.S. letter 
inclosing Blank to him at Taunton. Dined on soup. Returned at 4 
o'clock. Mr. A.S. and dauter passed Eve, drank tea and supt. Departed 
at 10, according to my own proposal of recommencing acquaintance, 
which his particularity has discontinued. 


27. Fine clear air, rawish but pleasant. Sunday, at usual place and 
preacher, text “Prove all things,” a most excellent Sermon. The 
Preacher justly observed those general expressions were always to be 
confined to subject to which they related, and not indiscriminately 
to all. In proof he adduced many passages needless to recapitulate 
from our Saviour himself, the Apostles, and particularly the Epistle 


3. To Samuel Sewall, Curwen sent the bank bill for his quarter’s allowance and 
reported a rumor he had heard from what he considered a reliable source: “Hear 
then your doom, and death to our Existence but in misery. It has been a subject of 
deliberation, and is thought to be determined in the Cabinet to withdraw all govern- 
ment support from American Refugees in England.” 

4. The Craftsman; or, Say’s Weekly Journal; published on Saturdays by C. Say, of 
London. 


808 Jan.—Feb. 1782 LONDON 


from whence the text was taken. Returned and dined at home, passed 
remainder of time there. 


31. Morn dark and drisly. Meridian sun, air raw, preceding night 
frost. At home all day. P. F[rye] with Mr. Dalglish just returned from 
Scotland where he had been for 9 weeks past. Brought 2 [2 words] 
snuff to be sent forward to Judge Oliver at Birmingham, in conse- 
quence of his engaging. Dined and drank tea with me. Eve alone. 


28. Unpleasant, at home. 
29. At London, drank tea and evening at A.S. 


30. Moderate air, lightish clouds. Sun out and in. Took an early 
dinner and walkt to London. After calling in at Mr. Councills there 
dined a 2d time. Passed with her to Mrs. Snelson, drank tea; 2 hours in 
Five at Cards. Retired at 9 o’clock in a fine bright moon. 31st day 
entered between 27 and 28th. 


February 1, 1782. Cold, light night frost. Within all day writing. 
Capt. Coombes, A.S. and dauter drank tea. Latter passed eve and supt 
with me. 


2. Morn cloud, at times rainy, raw and dark Mr. Dalglish according 
to appointment dined on soup and bouillie, drank tea and passed eve- 
ning till 8 o’clock past, at cards. Remainder alone. 


3. Night preceeding frost. Morn and a.m. clear air, mild and pleas- 
ant. Dekaw thiw h.a. Denifnoc ‘lit meridian. Walkt to Parsons Green, 
Fulham. On my return amused at sight of a sign World in flames 
designing to represent the hazard of being consumed by too free a use 
of spiritus ardentes, a not unfit emblem, or the last conflagration; un- 
derneath Asseater. Out 1% hours compleating a walk of only 5 miles. 
p.M. Cloudy dull raw air, light rain. Remained at home thereafter. 


4. Cold, unpleasant, nipping. Walkt to London, attended Hutchins 
sale, returned by 4 o’clock, dined and abode remainder of time at 
home.? 


1. Curwen wrote to Judge Peter Oliver: “I presume you may recollect my 
promise to procure for you a few bottles of Kippens Snuff by a friend who was soon 
going off to Glasgow, on your complaint that you couldn’t provide yourself with 
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5. Morn fine. a.m. clear and moderate air, wind N. Same as yester- 
day. Bought sundrys. Returned to dinner at 4, eve per me ipsum. 


6. Exceeding sharp air, as yesterday. 


7. Cloudy and dull, raw, chilly air. Regions above us let down a 
small portion of their concealed contents in shape of snow. At 2 
o'clock I was notified by Mr. Hopkins an assistant in Silver Scullery 
belonging to King’s table, agreeable to an engagement 2 days since, 
to accompany him to the Queen’s house in order to be admitted to a 
sight of it and the order and arrangement in kitchen of preparing, 
dressing and serving up the King’s dinner, and it being also a public 
dinner, of the Prince of Wales, this also; both being provided and 
dressed by same fire and by same Cooks. Being admitted to said Silver 
Scullery office the first object that struck me was 3 large round basket 
covered of Table plate consisting of plates, dishes, turreens and bottle 
and sauce boats all with covers, raised, embost and engraved. The 
King’s service was silver gilt, the Prince’s silver. After 4 hours abode 
there was conducted to Kitchen, wherein was 18 male Cooks busily 
employed in their several various lines in trussing, larding, stirring, 
roasting, baking, mixing, making pastry &c. &c. None of female 
gender therein. All were dressed in white Caps and aprons and in 
jackets. By a late royal order not one male is to appear in his Kitchen 
with the natural hair on the head. When the King arrives from Court 
at St. James (where he attends 5 days in the week, Viz. Sundays and 
Thursdays being the Levee days, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days, Court days, Tuesdays and Saturdays being the only ones he has 
in the week for his own private amusements, concerns &c.) the word 
is given, time uncertain from 5 to 7, daily, dinner is called, on which 
a mighty bustle ensues and all hands in their several departments em- 
ployed without any interfering or confusion. Assistants of Silver 


any here, when I had the pleasure to see you at Mr. R. Clarkes house last Spring. By 
my friends return to London I have now in my hands 2 two pound Canisters made 
by one of Kippins manufacturers, and on his principle as my friend informs me, but 
not taking that sort, am no judge wether it may suit you or not, and therefore 
forebore to send it till I had informed you of the foregoing fact. If it shall be agree- 
able, I will forward it on the first notice. Cost is 4/ a pound and 6d each Canister.” 
At the same time he wrote to Judge Sewall to inquire of a receipt “formed of a 
mixture of rum or toddy, for I suppose ’tis indifferent which may be used, with milk, 
that more than once I have heard you mention to be recommended by a London 
Physician of note as good fit and proper to be taken in the morning by one in a 
decaying weak habit.” 
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Scullery take each piece, as called for, out of baskets, place it on a 
warm stove conveniently set, carry it forward to Cook who takes it 
putting thereon what he judges proper and delivers it or two to the 
officer, a Yeoman of the guards 5 or 6 of whom daily in turn attend 
to receive it from Cook and carry to door of King’s dining room and 
by one delivered to person appointed to place it on the Royal Table. 
King’s Common dinner is 5 dishes meat, 4 of garden stuff and one 
remove daily. He is exceeding temperate and rarely eats of more than 
one or two dishes and drinks, generally, water. Supper is water gruel. 
Peculiarly appropriated to his use called King’s Cup and 1s of Silver 
gilt, taken out and shown me by Yeoman of Silver Scullery. King’s 
Company at table is Queen, Prince of Wales, unless on his public 
dinner days as this was, Princess Royal, Princesses Sophie and Eliza. 
Rest of children at another table in another apartment. Prince of 
Wales dinner taken and served up by his proper officer in same man- 
ner as Kings. Each Cook has his separate department. One spits and 
unspits meat, one assists in putting into Oven and taking out. Another 
in making sauces &c. &c. Room for size is about 36 feet square and 
30 high, having a large Ventilator at top. Stews are made on stoves 
on one of sides, over which is a projecting roof to prevent or keep in 
smoke from filling room, fires under, being of charcoal and [fierce? ]. 
Chimney at mouth ro feet in width at least, grate 5 in heigth and 
about 7 wide, holding 10 or 15 bushels of coals, 4 spits turning at once, 
one above other, carried by a smoke jack placed aloft in centre of 
front. Spits were 10 feet long. Tables from ro to 15 feet long, 4 ft. 
wide and 6 or 7 inches thick. Chief Cook superintends dishes &c. as 
sent off. Same order observed respecting Prince of Wales as King’s 
dinner, his service of Table dishes 30, other sets in proportion, a late 
present to him from his Father. Queen unless indisposed always at- 
tends Court and Levee days. As soon as tis over, she returns, im- 
mediately dinner is served up without waiting for her husband, a 
proof of good husbandship. Tis said every King has a set of new table 
plates, old disposed of. Wine Cellar and a much richer service of all 
kinds kept at St. James Palace. After 2 hours abode in Kitchen, was 
glad to retire to Silver Scullery office and warm and rest. The Yeoman 
of it a Mr. William invited into room where the Silver is kept in 
baggs put into presses. Being brought down from table tis brought in, 
washed, and put into baggs by himself and locked up. Baggs like 
those a small arm is generally put, blew red green black white &c., 
2, 4, 6 in a parcel. None admitted but officers and their acquaintance. 
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On Court and Levee days King dines between 6 and 7. Having tasted 
6 spoonfuls of white hartshorn jelly, brought me by my introducer 
I took leave, and by his advice returned to Buckingham gate Pimlico, 
Grosvenor place in preference of Constitution hill which some- 
times hazardous, and at 8 got passage home to my secret joy. Supt on 
boiled eggs of my own designing, Landlady not having taken her 
tea refused to do for me. This not first, second, nor 3d instance of her 
clownish unobliging treatment, but as tis not prudent to quarrel with 
my own bread and butter I pocket many rude illnatured disagreeable 
actions, from consideration of my very cheap comodious lodgings 
and attendance till moderate weather and my Conveniences which I 
alone consult, shall unite to place me in less unpleasing connexions. 
[4 undecipherable Latin words | 
Sonabit odorem—Testaque die[m? | 


8. Air sharp, dim sun, night as 2 preceeding, frosty. A.M. within 
writing. Proclamation fast day as for some years past about this time. 
Mr. Timmins called and invited to his home to dine on dryd salt fish, 
went off and dined, drank tea, played at Backgammon and departed 
at 7 o'clock, returning by Sloane Street. 


g. Air fresh, cold and chilly, wind N.E. At Hutchins sale, bought 
sundrys, returned at 4. A.S. and dauter unasked and unexpected came, 
drank tea, supt, played cards and departed at 11. 


10. Night preceeding frost, day following moderate, sky milky. 
A.M. unwillingly detained from Church. I scarce know how. At 10 
Mr. John Savage sent and invited me to dine. Accepted and went at 3 
o'clock, drank tea and Eve till 8 o’clock. A.S. going out with me in- 
vited to his house to pass % hour. Passed 2 in viewing his precious 
stones &c. 


11. Morn darkest, a.m. fair, air nippy and finger cold. Night pre- 
ceeding frost. At Hutchins sale, returned at 4 and passed remainder 
at home. 


12. Morn snow, 2 inches deep, having fallen in night accompanied 
with frost, chilly, biting air from N.E. At Hutchins sale, returned by 
4, received Judge Oliver’s acceptance of Snuff Mr. Dalglish brought 
me from Glasgow. 
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13. Night preceeding frost, a.m. fair and cold. At Hutchins sale, 
bought a curious screw crown piece with 12 fine points within, that I 
greatly value, I think cheap; also another lot of which I returned for 
', more than it cost and reserved 4% for myself. Many pieces left I 
value beyond what I hold. Returned by 3 o’clock. A young woman 
lodger whom I strongly suspect to be an whore was delivered of a 
child in the lodgings over my head. Again ill used by Landlady which 


J impute to aqua vita drafts. Passed remainder of time at home. 


14. Morn dark, severe cold. Within till 10 o’clock. Took an early 
dinner and walkt thereafter to Greenman and Still Oxford street, to 
convey Judge Oliver’s snuff per Birmingham Coach. After return, 
asked to tea at Mr. A.S. Company a Mrs. Churchman and dauter. 


Retired at 10 o’clock. 


15. Night snow with frost. Morn cold fresh E. wind. Within all 
day. Meridian Mr. Thomas Hutchinson called and staid 4% hour, at 
5 Mr. Dalglish came, drank tea, supt, played cards and departed at 


10 0’clock. 


16. Piercing night a very sharp frost and snow. Morn cloudy and 
extream cold, nipping, uncomfortable E. wind. A snow threatening 
aspect aloft. Sun, however, at Meridian peeped out and then contin- 
ued peeping out and shutting in during p.m. At 3 o’clock walkt over 
and staid 4 hour at Mrs. Timmins, he being gone to London. This 
day employed in examining and arranging my curiosity purchases. 
Drank coffee and at home per me ipsum. Too cold to write even by a 
large coal fire. "Tis an extream bitter frost, night extreamly cold, 
endured more in bed than any night this season hitherto. 


17. Morn dim sun, cold very piercing, fingers in going to London 
almost numbed, forced to use expedients to keep them from suffer- 
ing, and even those but indifferently answered. Attended at usual 
place and preacher, text “Let us lay aside [7 word] weight, and the 
sin that doth most easily beset us &c.” Returning, thaw rendered 
going very dirty. Wind still extreamly harsh and uncomfortable at 
from S.E. to N.E. Dined at home on pease soup, a bason sent me up 
by Landlady and a roast fowl and potatoes. Sun out at Meridian, a 
rainy air, notwithstanding. p.m. within all Eve. Following night very 
cold, frosty. 
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18. Morn a thick congested foggy air, sharp and uncomfortable, 
wind still N.Ely. Sun now and then dimly shines. Within. Made Mrs. 
A. payment of 2 guineas. Within all day, frosty night and very cold 
in house. 


19. Chilly cold uncomfortable air, wind still at Ely. quarter, rainy 
air, dim sun A.M.; Meridian and p.m. a thaw. In Eve cold considerably 
moderated. Within all day confined by a disagreeable nervous head 
ach. Day shut in, dull clouds seemingly snow charged. Night very 
cold and disagreeably sharp air which with a roomful of smoke, cat- 
terwalling child crying, trampling overhead, watchman’s call and 
passing of Carriages combined to deprive me of that rest nature re- 
quired and the season should naturally allow. 


20. Cold foggy morn and chill, no frost, wind got round to West- 
ward. I recollect a circumstance that happened some years ago to me 
at Exeter walking the p.m. before Christmas commonly called Christ- 
mas Eve in the Ante temple or outer part of Cathedral; the largest 
pipe of the organ supposed to be the biggest in England was blown, 
that made a louder and more solemn sound than any instrument | 
ever before heard, was loud as the loudest thunder, resembling per- 
haps the blast of the last trumpet that is to wake the dead. The vibra- 
tion of the air was such as to shock my whole nervous system like a 
violent electric shock and occasioned me to retreat out as fast as my 
trembling leggs and enfeebled frame could enable me. Tis said to be 
blown once a year on 6 o’clock or Matin service at Christmas but I 
am sure the worshippers must have more fortitude, devotion and 
better system of nerves than heaven has granted me to attend that 
service. Air greatly moderated. Walkt to London, drank tea at Mrs. 
Councills, returned in dark at nearly 8 o'clock, streets and roads ex- 
tream dirty. Bishops Lowth of London and Newton of Bristol died on 
the same day, Viz. 14 of this month. 


21. Fine clear mild air. An a.m. walk over to Chelsea. Stopt an % 
hour at Mr. T. Meridian closed in and continued cloudy and un- 
pleasant, remainder of day within. 


22. Very agreeable air, brisk at W.N. Walkt to London, dined at 


Owens Coffee House, returned by 4 o’clock, remainder at home. 
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Continued pleasant all day. Called at Mr. Dalglish lodgings, left a 


card. 


23. Dark cloudy and rainy, wind W. Within till 5 o’clock; over- 
persuaded, walkt to A.S., drank tea and passed eve till 9 o’clock at 
cards, Mrs. Smithson there from London. 


24. Fine fresh clear air, wind W.N., delightful mild. At usual 
place of worship and preacher same, from “But the Angel of the Lord 
by night opened the prison doors and brought them forth, and said, 
go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this 
life.” Returned and dined at home. Passed p.m. and evening per me 
ipsum. 


[25. Curwen omitted this day. | 


26. Cloudy rainy looking sky, wind fresh W. Within till 4 o’clock. 
Walkt over to Chelsea with Mr. Dalglish who called on me, dined, 
drank tea and supt, Miss S. came over in Eve and made party at 3 


handed Whist. 


27. Fine moderate air, wind fresh, mild at N. Walkt to London, 
meeting Mr. Dalglish at Owens Coffee House, dined together at 
Furnivals Inn underground ordinary. After a circumambulation we 
lighted at Dog and Duck, and drank tea, Mr. Dalglish returning City- 
ward and I homeward in a contrary direction. Having wandered by a 
strange mistake out of my way, I pickt up a Phoenix of a fellow foot 
traveller, bound on my course, who by his declaration was not a 
tradesman mechanic nor anything else, from whom I was informed 
among other stories of a Mr. Edmunds of Newcross in the road to 
Deptford, who was the greatest gardner in England, having under his 
care a ground in proportion in extent to his bed of asparagus which he 
afirmed was of 4o acres, a fact worthy to be enquired into, when the 
season shall permit wandering so far on foot. Returned home by 7 
hours 10 minutes. 


28. Fine fair moderate air, clear, wind N.W. Walkt to London, 
dined there, returned home at 5 o’clock. Passed eve per me ipsum. 


March 1. Same as yesterday, wind same. Visited Mr. Dalglish, after 
a long roundabout ramble dined together and returning home passed 
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through crouds assembled to gaze at Welsh procession from St. 
Andrews Church Holborn to the Crown and Anchor Tavern Strand 
to dine. Members and all of that nation adorned with leeks and orna- 
ments resembling them stuck on bottom band of their hats as is usual 
on this Day called in Roman Calendar St. David’s day, still continued 
in his honour who is the titular Saint of the Nation. This Society 1s 
established for support of the poor for which they have a fund, 
schools &c. &c. and is denominated Cymrhoddorion, in English The 
Society of the Ancient and Honourable Nation of Welsh. Mr. Dal- 


glish accompaned me home, drank tea and passed eve with me. 


2. Cloudy dull day, moderate, wind S.W., drisly at times all day. 
Within writing 5 letters to be sent home by a Mr. Sigourney who 
goes off here Tuesday, to William Shillaber, Mrs. Poynton, Doctor 
Holyoke, Mr. Pynchon, Richard Ward. Dined at home on soup. 
Passed p.m. and Evening." 


3. Clean air, moderate. a.m. walk to London, returned at 1 and 
dined at home. Passed p.m. and evening. Stopt at St. Paul’s, service 
over being belated. 


1. The following letters in the letter book all bear the date 1 March. To William 
Shillabar, “Merchant near Salem, N.E.,” Curwen answered “by the hands of a Mr. 
Sigourney, who is bound to Boston by the way of Holland,” regretting his inability 
to give financial aid to Shillabar’s sons. He also wrote to Mrs. Hannah Poynton at 
Salem quoting a letter he had received from her husband’s cousin Joseph Poynton: 
“I shall deem it a favour if you would enquire in your letter, if Mrs. Margaret (mean- 
ing I suppose Hannah) Poynton of Salem be living, if so, please to acquaint her, that 
what little property her husband Thomas Poynton had with him is embezzled by 
strangers. He has left a will, left her all if living, if not to his nearest of kin. Though 
I am the nearest, cannot do anything in it without a power from her if alive, if dead 
ese to get us a certificate of her death and send it over. My Cousin departed this 
ife July 13, 1781.” Curwen added “I am well acquainted with the man and his wife 
and look upon them to be an honest worthy couple, of whom I entertain a very 
favourable opinion and no small degree of regard.” Curwen also wrote to William 
Pynchon wondering if he had received his previous correspondence (relating to his 
wife’s nephew, Russell Wyer), and to Richard Ward seeking further information on 
this subject. To Dr. Edward Holyoke he wrote about the cultivation of Siberian 
wheat in the province of Massachusetts Bay. 
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JOURNAL NO. 10 


BEGAN MARCH 1782 
[ The following is written within the cover of volume 1o.| 


If any person should accidentally take up this book and cast his eye 
on this writing he will see it to be the writer’s earnest request to lay it 
down and shut it up instantly; the contents not being designed to be 
read by any but his acquaintance, to whom he consigns it, if he shall 
think fit to suffer it to escape the flames! London the r4th May 1784. 
Which yet remains subjudice. 


Sunday, March 3. p.m. and evening passed at home alone. 


4. Moderate, air, clear. Walkt to London, delivered a packet of 5 
letters to Mr. Sigourney’s Landlady he being absent, to be conveyed 
by his friends to my friends in New England. He is soon to depart 
thither from hence by way of Amsterdam. Dined at Mr. Councill’s by 
her invitation; at my return found Mr. and Mrs. Poynton of London 
in my lodgings with Mr. Dalglish, who drank tea with me. Latter 
passed Eve. 


y. Same as yesterday respecting weather, wind W.N. Walkt to 
London, dined at home. p.m. paid Mr. Timmins a visit of 2 hours. 
Played at backgammon. Returned and drank tea at home. 


6. Cloudy moderate, wind W. Dined at New England Coffee 
House on soup. Ill news pours in from all parts. Minorca taken by 
Spaniards &c. During my absence, Mr. Greenbury called, for the 2d 
time on me. Elbaeergasid snoitasnes ni [7 word] gnirud ym klaw ot 
nodnol. p.m. and Eve, at home. Mrs. Smithson and Miss S. paid me an 
unexpected and undesired visit, staid 4 hour, declined tea. 


7. Pleasant, clearish, somewhat cool air, wind at W. Walkt to Lon- 
don, called on Brother Greenbury and took him home. Dined and 
drank tea, departed at 6 o’clock to attend Lodge at Vauxhall; it 
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seems to be his nightly employment. Paid 3/6 tax per receipt on file, 
as a resident in [7 word] hundred, parish of Kensington to reimburse 
sufferers by riot in London summer of 1780. 


8. Very cold raw air, wind at E. Night preceeding, a flight of snow. 
Cloudy and sour aspected heavens. Within all day. Snow from 11 to 
4 o'clock, warmer, then turned to rain. Saw more fall this day than 
ever through course of winter. Cold blowing night. 


g. Clear, cold fresh gale, wind at W.N. Memo: The best manufac- 
ture of irish linnen is Colerain. Within till 6 o’clock, ran out for 4 
hour down to Kingsbridge. A disagreeable singing and sensation in 
my Ears has continued for some days. I fear it will be followed by 
bad consequences if not soon removed. 


10. Mildish air and thick, somewhat damp, wind W.N. Attended at 
my usual place, Mr. Lindsay preached. Text and subject forgot. 
Dined at Mr. Poynton’s. Attended at St. Martins in the Fields, 
Preacher, name unknown, text “Redeeming the time.” Drank tea 
wherein dined. Departed at 6 o’clock, passed evening per me ipsum, 
reading. 


11. Morn cloudy, fresh gale at Wly. point, continued all day. At 
meridian and p.m. clear. Walkt to London, dined. Returned back at 
6 o'clock. Eve cold and blustering. 


12. Clear, very high wind, variable from W. to S., and after to N., 
from whence it blew outrageously all the p.m. Walkt over to and 
drank tea with Mrs. T., he being gone to Clapham. Returned at 6 
o'clock, eve per me ipsum. I am labouring under a distressing singing 
and relaxation of my ears, or somewhat, as far as I can describe it, of 
that kind attended with alarming symptoms in the head and a weak- 
ened tremulous state of nerves, suddenly come upon me, unexpected 
and without the least warning, and from a much more apparent 
health than I’ve had in some respects for years. My body for 2 months 
together being less oppressed with a hard constipated bowell than I 
have experienced almost beyond memory, having a constant regular 
discharge a posteriore for the beforementioned period. What will be 
the issue I know not. Nature, I presume, too feeble to throw off the 
load that oppresses the delicate vessels of the brain, and they without 
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some aid, which I have not yet afforded, must give way and in truth 
I expect they soon will yield in the struggle. May I retire where 
undue passions, selfish regards and ungovernable appetite shall have 
no rule in sway, and all shall be peace, harmony, mutual regards and 
no intemperate gratifications. I long for such a state of existence, and 
wish my remove from hence might be to such an one. 


13. Clear coolish but pleasant, wind as yesterday p.m. N. Walkt to 
London, attended L. and S. book sale. Returned and dined at home, 
sat 2 or 3 hours after return in my room without fire, the sun shining 
delightfully pleasant. Passed remainder of time at home. 


14. Clear coolish air, somewhat frosty. Walkt to London, to L. 
and S. book sale. Bought 2 or 3, returned and dined at home. Soon 
after my return Mr. Dalglish entered, drank tea, abode with me till 
9 o'clock. Played at 3 handed Whist. 


15. Cold frosty air but still. Night preceeding, cold frost. Wild 
amaze within the ear drum still continues sounding; if ever recovered 
from this, religiously to abstain from cheese, tea, snuff, all which 
together were, I presume, the effective cause of my present alarm 
and sufferings. Walkt to London in a very disagreeable pinching air 
at E.; attended L. at S. auction. Met Mr. Dalglish, accompanied by 
him we dined together in Salisbury Court Barley Mow, he after 
which with me, drank tea, supt and played at backgammon, departed 
at 10, following evening very fine, night cold, frosty. 


16. Cold sharp, white frost on ground, dim sun. Walkt to London 
at L. and S. auction. Mr. Dalglish met me there and accompanied me 
home, dined, drank tea and passed eve at Backgammon. In taking off 
all his men he made blot every throw and for 4 or 5 times left 2 blot 
which I missed every time not hitting one blot. I write this as an in- 
stance which, I believe, never has since the first invention of that 
gamea [7 word]. 


17. Morn sharp frosty air. Almost every night through this month 
hitherto has proved very cold and frosty. Clearing and somewhat 
hazy though not dark. Wind N. Koot ylrae a esod fo lio rotsac, 
noitarepo larebil and tandnuba, denifnoc tot die. Torb on feiler ot ym 
caput. Mrs. A. drank tea in my room and I [M. and W.? ]. 
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18. Fair cool morn, still, wind W. Caput still continues in a maze, 
and the ear buzs. I dispair of relief. Walkt to London, attended L. and 
S. auction, dined at Owens Coffee House on soup. Returned and 
passed remainder at home. A.S. called without invitation, to com- 
municate Mrs. Sm. affairs whose confidant, it seems, he is, and council- 
lor, poor one, too, great derangement and losses comparatively speak- 
ing, have unfortunately happened. She is in the plan of keeping a 
boarding house, wants me for one of her family. Following night not 
so severe as former. 


19. Cold, raw windy morn and cloudy, hollow winds at Wly. 
quarter. Caput still mazy, in a less I hope degree. Within till 3 o’clock, 
walkt over to Mr. Brightwell Chelsea, Bookbinder. Staid till he 
bound Newton on prophecy in mock paper leather back gilt and 
lettered for 1/. Returned in a rain, air softened. Passed evening per 
me ipsum. 


20. Fine fair morn, mild air. Took an early walk to London. Re- 
turned laden by 12 o’clock. Dined at home and after took a 2d walk. 
Returned by 5 o’clock as before Capt. Coombs called, drank tea and 
staid till 8 o’clock. A fine Eve. 


21. Moderate dull heavy air and cloudy, wind E. Walkt to Lon- 
don, returned late at 12 o’clock. Dined and walkt a 2d time, returned 
as before at 4 o'clock. Past remainder of day and eve alone. 


22. Cold, snowy morn, wind at E. fresh. Snow all night. At 10 
o'clock walkt to London and returned by 12 as 3 days before. 
Weather just like our stormy March though less severe. Kept at 
home by rain whole of day and evening, following night very cold 
and snowy. 


23. Cold sour air, wind fresh at N.E. Walkt to London, dined and 
returned home at 3. At meridian snow and sunshine. P.M. clear and 
more moderate. Mid p.m. Mr. Dalglish came and drank tea with me 
and passed evening. 


24. Cold and very raw, preceeded as many, almost ever since March 
came in, by a very cold frosty night. Cloudy, wind at westerly 
quarter. Within all day. Following very cold and frosty. 
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25. Lady Day, whereon all rents recommence. Cold, sun, snow 
looking sky, wind raw at Wly. point. At times rain, within all day un- 
well. Symptoms of ear drumming very troublesome. 


26. Same as yesterday, air not quite so harsh. Night very cold and 
frosty. Morn rain and sleet. At Meridian walkt as far as mid Pic- 
cadilly, thence home, absent an hour. “Tis surprizing, to you unac- 
quainted, the difference between the prices of labour and of goods to 
be bought in London: more than 4 may be saved by pains and en- 
quiry. I was asked 1/ and 1/6 for the mending of a buckle which I, 
after, procured to be done for a groat. Dined at home early, took a 
short nap sitting afore the fire, and then after walk to London, called 
at Mrs. Sm.’s lodgings, she gone out, proceeded to Mr. Council’s, 
finding them at dinner was offered a bit of excellent plumb pudding 
which I accepted and eat with an high relish. Passed 2 hours there, 
declined to stay to tea. Arrived at home at 4 past 6 o’clock, seeing 
doors of my intended new lodgings open I entered and found the 
rooms so inconveniently small that I fear my abode will be short 
there. Evening at home alone. Memo: in returning home I found 
myself so free from my ear buzz that I flattered myself with hope that 
it was gone off but to my mortification I found my hopes were de- 
lusive, now suffering it though in a less degree, I still hope about to 
depart. “Tis too troublesome an inmate not to say a good riddance. 
The town full of talk about new minister, I doubt their success in 
settling war with America, that poor Country is too much in the 
power of France to effect a reconcilitaion on any [terms] but such 
as the haughty Court of Versailles shall approve of and they, I dare 
say will be humiliating enough to [that] infatuated Country, which 
terms all the world will soon see may with equal propriety be applied 
to English America too. 


27. Morn cloudy, darkish, wind sounds hollow, air damp, rather 
mild, night preceeding more moderate. Ekowa thiw H.A. suovren. 
Walkt to London, dined and drank tea at Mr. Snelson’s on Ludgate 
Hill. Passed an hour at Coffee House before dinner reading papers, 
containing list of new Ministry of which there is a total change, there 
being, as expresst, not a hoof left, or as Mr. Powys said in the house, 
he trusted not a bit of them would be left together. 


28. A blustering dark rainy morn, wind at N.W. Keeness of the 
air over, P.M. cloudy raw and rain. Walkt to Mr. Timmins, abode 
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there 2 hours, he returned with me, made a short visit. Evening alone, 
a very indifferent night respecting ear buzz. Clear Eve, rainy night. 


29. Rainy, dark morn. a.M. very moderate, a few light showers of 
short duration. Walkt to London it being Good Friday, attended 
worship at Whitehall Chappell, Lord North present, being disap- 
pointed in Westminster Abbey and St. Margaret Church, the former 
by the lowness of the readers voice, the latter service not begun. Pro- 
ceeding cityward just as I came to the gate leading from Parliament 
Street to Scotland Yard at Whitehall who should cross me but a large 
clumsy gentleman with a blue ribbon across his breast. On enquiry 
I found [it] was Lord North, following him into Whitehall Chappel 
where I remained during the service and after walked just behind 
sometime alongside of him, another gentleman and a son of his from 
the Chappel to the Top of Cockspur Street, he and his Companion 
passing into Pell Mell whilst I kept along to the end of Haymarket. 
I note this, only as it afforded me an opportunity of very exactly 
observing my Lord’s person, air and demeanor which I critically 
examined before at and after service. His is rather above the common 
height, and bulk greatly exceeding, large legs, walks heavily, manner 
clumsey, very large featured, thick lips, large wide mouth, high fore- 
head, large Nose, Eyes not lively, large strait eye brows and rather 
thick, head well covered with hair, wears it high afore this day in a 
careless way. At Church I was placed at a small distance right afore 
him. The preacher was a Doctor Noel Dean of Salisbury, the only 
episcopal preacher that I ever saw there repeat the Lords prayer by 
heart, not one of them daring to trust their memory except this man. 
His manner and delivery very agreeable, and his discourse excellent 
and useful. Text in 12 Ch. 1 Sam. 20 v., “Only fear the Lord and serve 
him in truth with all your heart, for consider how great things he 
hath done for you.” After service walkt down to Salisbury Court 
ordinary, met Mr. Dalglish, took him home with me. A fine pleasant 
clear p.M., wind brisk. Evening same. He drank tea, staid till 9 o’clock. 


30. Fine clear mild morn, closed in a.mM., now and then a short 
sprinkling, uncommonly pleasant. Mr. Dalglish by appointment 
called on me. Walkt together to Bishop of London terrace. Walk on 
banks of Thames at Fulham and returned by little Chelsea. Stopt at 
Inn called Worlds End, being the terrestrial globe in flames, drank a 
pint of Porter; from thence home to my lodgings where we dined 
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on excellent soup and bouillée. Passed p.m. at backgammon, drank tea 
and departed at 9 o’clock. 


31. Soft cloudy sky. Morn brisk air, wind W. Sun in and out alter- 
nately. Rose early, walkt through Park gate and out at Buckingham 
gate through Pimlico to Chelsea, returned in Blackland and White- 
land road by Keppells head Inn and so home, a circuit of nearly 4 
miles in 1% hours performed departed 7 o’clock. Rain prevented my 
attendance on divine worship at usual place. At Meridian cleared up. 
Walkt to Chelsea church, returned and dined at home. p.m. walkt to 
London, attended at St. Pauls a Mr. Hyslop one of the Prebends 
preacht. Visited Mrs. Sm., after at Mr. Peeters and drank tea. He in- 
formed me Administration would not consent to the Independence of 
America. Ministerial plan is to govern America by a Lord Lieutenant 
and create nobility and if SHE will not agree to Great Britain’s pro- 
posals, to make a partition treaty of Colonies with France, Northern 
Colonies and Canada. Latter to remain to Great Britain. A fine bargain 
truly Great Britain and her Colonies have made, a just punishment to 
them for their folly. Returned home by 8 o’clock. 


April ist. Fine moderate clear morn. Took an early walk before 
breakfast. a.m. walkt over to Mr. Timmins and overlooked my trunk. 
At Meridian rained and blew outrageously. Staid and dined there. 
Mr. T. returned from Clapham with Mr. and Mrs. Harrison who 


drank tea at his house. Departed at 7 o’clock, showery. 


April 2. Cloudy, blustering, at times rain. Wind at N.W. a.m. walkt 
over to Mrs. Smithson’s new taken house by Chappell; agreed with 
her for board at the rate of £ 36a year, to have 2 lower parlours, either 
of rooms, if wanted, and they unimproved by lodgers, fine parlour to 
be common sitting room between us, she to find firing, and I to make 
her some allowance therefor, she to find me in bread sugar in lieu of 
butter, which I dont use, and coke or cocoa nutts for breakfast and 
supper or either, when required. Tea, wine and lump sugar exclusive. 
p.M. walkt to Mr. Brightwell’s Chelsea. Evening at home alone. 


3. Morn cold, sour looking sky, rainy. Meridian cleared, wind 
fresh N.W. To London via Chelsea, returned at 7 o’clock. Evening 
alone. Day before yesterday having invited Mrs. Atwood to remain, 
notified her of my intended removal next Monday. 
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4. Night preceding white frost. Morn clear and Sun out. Air 
pleasant and mild. Mr. Dalglish by agreement called on me, at 10 
o'clock, departed with him on foot on a walk to Hampton Court 
passing through Chelsea, little Chelsea, part of Hammersmith to 
Fulham, crossed the river just above Putney bridge, passed through 
that Town and to Barnes Mortlake to back of Kew, from thence to 
Richmond; crossing the river at the Bridge, proceeded through Twit- 
nam to Hampton passing Bushy park, a tedious level of more than a 
mile in length, arrived at Kings Arms Inn at 2 o’clock where we rested 
and dined. At 4 left it and proceeding to the Palace entered with a 
large Company of females who arrived there just as we entered for 
the same purpose, joyning a Master with a number of young persons, 
his pupils, and a Governess with a score of Young Misses rendering 
our Company through the royal apartments very numerous scarcely 
short of 2 score in number. The rooms almost all hung in rich tapistry 
of Brussells manufacture wrought in gold and silver, which time, be- 
ing put up in King William’s reign, has somewhat tarnished. Pity that 
the room built for the reception of the Cartoons and which they long 
adorned is now by this King’s whim, robbed of them to cover the stair 
case walls, in a wretched light, of Buckingham house. Returning 
from thence in a drisle the way we went, arrived at King’s Arms Inn 
on the borders of Kew Green and at the foot of the bridge leading to 
Brentford at 8 o’clock, where supt and lodged. Memo: I had without 
one exception the best nights rest for a period beyond the reach of 
memory; not awaking once from going in to bed till 7 o’clock that I 
arose. At arising found myself in a fine moderate sweat. 


5. A delightful clear sun in morn and air mild, brisk and charming. 
At 8 o’clock breakfasted on Coffee and with my Companion walkt on 
bankside terrace as far as Sion house meaning opposite thereto. Re- 
turning we passed the bridge and taking the footpath by river kept it 
through Chiswick and Hammersmith as far as it was continued, 
affording most aggreable views. Then turning crossed the country to 
Fulham and by little Chelsea to great Chelsea arriving at Don Saltero’s 
Coffee [house] on bank of the river where we dined and at 4 departed 
arriving at my lodgings at 5 o’clock, having in 2 days walked about 
32 miles, yesterday 21, this day about 11 and am at this present writing 
no more fatigued nor less able to take another on tomorrow of equal 
length than if I had not walkt 2 miles today. 
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6. Morn dark and rainy appearance, but mild. a.m. clouds scattered, 
sun out and in, wind N.Wly. Yesterday p.m. Capt. Coombs and Mr. 
Dalglish drank tea with me. P.M. very rainy. Walkt however to 
London, passed 3 hours and drank tea at Mrs. Councils, took home 
from thence 2 new thick white shirts she had procured to be made 
for me. 


7. Mild air but thick, dusky and of a rainy appearance, wind at S.E. 
Attended worship and Communion at Essex House Chappell, Mr. 
Lindsay read service and officiated at the Communion. Doctor Priestly 
preacht a most excellent discourse from “In all thy ways acknowl- 
edge him, He shall direct thy paths.” Dined at Mrs. Councills at her 
invitation yesterday and after accompanied by Mr. Pitman, a boarder, 
attended at same place of worship same preacher, text “Great and 
marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy 
ways, Thou King of Saints.” After service Mr. Pitman accompanied 
me to Green Park gate. Meeting Mr. Dalglish he came along with me 
home and drank tea and soon departed. Went over to Mrs. Sm. to 
acquaint her of my intention to remove tomorrow morn and see if 
she had got things in readiness for my reception. Met 2 ladies there. 
Staid 4 hour and returned home. 


8. Morn cloudy, a very short drisle, wind fresh at S.E. Called on 
Mrs. Atwood, gave her and dauter a farewell breakfast of tea and 
after packt up my effects and at mid-a.m. departed to new Lodging 
house. Dined early and thereafter walkt over to Chelsea and from 
there back via Black and White Lands road. Remainder of p.m. and 
evening within. Air raw boisterous and unpleasant, say harsh. From 
midday I begin my board at £ 36 year, and so in proportion, to have 
2 lower parlours, front in common with Mrs. Sm., she to find firing 
and I to allow her [2 words] therefor, using no sugar she to find bread 
sugar and ‘Tops and bottoms, twice a week fruit suet pudding. 


g. Morn air fresh, raw, wind E. Walkt to London. Received S. 
Sewall’s blank receipt from Mr. R[ owe] at treasury and dispatched it 


1. To Samuel Sewall at Sidmouth, Curwen sent a blank receipt for his quarter’s 
allowance telling him to have no further concern about future payments: “Govern- 
ment ’tis probable will not be guilty of such flagrant folly and injustice as to withold 
or deny what the public faith pledged and engaged. Some superfluous and ill founded 
grants will be stopt or rather have.” 
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in a letter to him at Sidmouth. Mr. R. delays payment till 22d instant. 
Returned home to dinner at 2 o’clock, drisly. Mrs. Sm. drank tea with 
me. 


10. Fair, cool air, Within till p.m. Walkt to London, returned home 
to tea. 


17. Fair air, harsh wind S.E., very fresh. Walkt to London at L. and 
S. book sale. Returned at 2 o’clock. p.m. walkt abroad twice. Evening 
at home alone. 


12. Waked with a violent nervous headach, continued from yester- 


day. Confined thereby all day. Clouds and drisle at times all day. 


13. Very restless night, waked with nervous head ach confined till 
mid p.m. Walkt to London, pain being gone off, meeting 2 Country- 
men in Park. Capt. Coombs and Mr. A., took them to lodgings and 
gave them a dish of tea. Passed p.m. alone, Landlady being gone out. 


14. Cloudy dark morn. A.M. rain, set out designing to go to worship 
at usual place. Walkt as far as Hyde Park Corner but threatening 
appearance of sky discouraged my progress further, turned back and 
passed time at home in reading. At 5 walkt over to Mr. T., Chelsea, 
drank tea returned at 7 ina drisle. Air mild, wind E. 


15. Cloudy and small drisle morn, air sharpish. Walkt to London 
and read news at New England Coffee House. Returned at 3 o’clock, 
news being word from East India of Admiral Hughes taking 3 places 
from Dutch on coast of Malabar, and further accounts of the designed 
reform by new Administration in National expenditure and abolition 
of all needless sinecure establishments. Wish it may prove true and of 
lasting advantage. Remainder of day and evening at home. 


16. Dull, dark cloudy day, now and then drisle. a.m. sun out short 
space dimly. Within all day. p.m. rain drisle and dark, in Evening wind 
boisterous. Disturbed an hour after retiring to bed by a continued loud 
thundering noise at the door, which proved my Landlady’s acquaint- 
ance from Yorkshire who had been at the Play. A very comfortable 
rest this night. 


826 April 1782 LONDON 


17. Dark drisly morn. Wind fresh at S.E. Still confined by weather 
till p.m. and then walkt to London, at Mr. Dalglish and Mrs. Councills, 
brought up a bottle of Gin. 


18. Same as yesterday, Wind and weather. Still within, too uncom- 
fortable to go abroad. p.m. walkt to London, stood under Piazza at 
St. James with the croud for 14 hour to see Company go to and from 
Court being the only time I so employed myself since my arrival. Of 
more than 20 Ladies no more than 3 appeared pleasing desirable ob- 
jects. At my return home found Mr. Dalglish who drank tea and 
passed Evening. A sleepless night. 


19. Cloudy drisly morn. This day seven years the fated fight at 
Lexington, Massachusetts happened, productive of such baneful con- 
sequence to Great Britain and America. What will be its issue 1s 
known only to him who can and does overrule the folly and wicked- 
ness of man to serve his own wise purposes; may all of them who are 
so deeply interested therein be prepared for it. Sky of an unpleasing 
threatening aspect all day. Walkt to London after dinner, returned 
back and drank chocolate at home alone, Mrs. Sm. being gone out. 


20. Morn thin clouds, remainder of day fair and pleasant. Walkt to 
London, returned and dined at home. p.m. at Mr. Timmins, played 
backgammon, drank tea. Returned home via Sloane Street between 8 
and 9. 


21. Morn fair and moderate. Wind fresh at W. Attended at usual 
place, usual preacher, text “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath be- 
gotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, to an inheritance incompatible and undefiled, that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for those who are kept by their 
power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time.” Returned and dined. In course of p.m. made two 
attempts to walk to London but prevented by disagreeableness of the 
air. Drank tea at home. 


22. Fair pleasant morn. Walkt to London. Received, settled with 
Mr. R[owe] at treasury. Received the unnecessary at bank. Returned 
and dined at home. p.m. cloudy. Walkt over to see late Landlady, 
abode ¥, hour with her. Evening at home. 
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23. Fine warm air. Walkt to London for the first time these many 
months without great coat. Returned to dinner. p.m. and evening at 


home. Rainy. 


24. Air moderate, pleasant, wind N.E., walkt to London, at Hutch- 
in’s sale. Received a catalogue. Bought o. Returned home at 2 o’clock. 
P.M. cloudy. 


25. Morn clear, fine pleasant air, wind fresh N.W. Walkt to Lon- 
don, meeting Captain at Change, after reading newspapers took him 
along with me to a Mrs. Chapman to see Mrs. Hay who boards with 
her at Kensington near Vauxhall, from thence home via Battersea 
bridge. He dined with me, Mr. Palmer and Danforth joined Company. 
Latter staid till 10 o'clock. Bought 2 of Claggets chances in Irish Lot- 
tery at 5/ each, No. 9252 and 15652, if either number last drawn, en- 
titled to hire new house by E. Bathurst new Park gate valued £ gooo. 


26. Raw dark drisly air, all day within, wind at S.W.? 


27. Same wind and weather as yesterday. p.m. walkt to London, 
meeting Mr. Dalglish, he accompanied me and returned, drank tea and 
passed evening. 


28. Cold raw air, wind N.E. Attended service at St. Pauls Covent 
Garden, Famous Doctor Madden preacht a Charity Sermon to a 
crouded audience, text, “Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways, 
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” Dined at Mr. Joseph 
Poyntons, Orange Court Leicester fields. Passed p.m. and evening 
there with Company, returned home at 8 o’clock meeting Mr. Dal- 
glish, took him to Lodgings where he abode an hour. 


29. Cold raw sour air, wind fresh and at E. Within till 4 o’clock, 
walkt over to Chelsea, abode at Mr. Timmins 4 hour. Returned back 
on road behind Sloane Street with Samuel Toulmin. Drank tea at 
home alone and passed evening. 


30. Fair and very raw air, wind fresh at S.E. Dined on boiled macarel 
at New England Coffee house with Mr. Thomas Goldthwait.* Re- 


2. Curwen wrote to Sewall apologizing for having sent his last letter with the 
blank receipt to the wrong address. 
3. Col. Thomas Goldthwait (1718-1799), merchant, selectman, and representative 
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turned back at 6 o’clock and drank tea with Landlady. Mrs. A. called 


to see me. 


May 1, 1782. Air raw, wind abated, still N.E. Walkt to London. 
Paid Samuel Toulmin a visit at his house Knightsbridge before I went; 
returned to dinner. P.M. and Eve at home. 


2. Same as yesterday. Walkt to Chelsea, back, and from Lodgings to 
London, visited Courts at Westminster Hall. Sat an hour in the Chan- 
cery Court. Heard Lord Chancellor hear 3 Causes, method summary. 
From thence to L. and S. book sale, bought Folkes table English Coins 
10/,' Vaillant 2 Vols. [7 word] Imperial 4to, 4/. Returned back to 
Brompton and dined, after walkt to London, left a card at Mr. Dal- 
glish lodgings for tomorrow. Visited Mr. Greenbury, he absent, pro- 
ceeded to Brother Fraziers, drank tea, staid with him 2 hours. Re- 
turned back, arrived at home about 9 o’clock. 


3. As yesterday, respecting wind and weather, very cold and raw, 
uncommonly so. Walkt to London, met Mr. Dalglish at New England 
Coffee House by appointment. Dined together, after walkt over Lon- 
don and Westminster bridges to Mr. S.S. where we drank tea. Sepa- 
rated at 7 and by 8 arrived at Brompton. Passed evening alone. 


4. Wind fresh, very raw, at N.E.; walkt to London meeting Mr. 
Dalglish. Returned back with him and proceeded to Kensington Gar- 
dens, from thence to my lodgings, dined, returned to London and 
home by 8 o’clock. Passed evening alone. 


s. Morn cloudy and warm drisle, air softened, wind still E. Abode 
within all a.m. In p.m. took a long needless [7 word] walk to London, 
returned back at 7 o’clock, drank chocolate and passed eve with 


Landlady and boarder. 
[ 6. Curwen omitted this day.| 


7. Morn still cloudy, somewhat drisly at times and raw. Took oil, 
Castor, for a nervous head ach with which I awaked. Confined all 





to the General Court; in command of Fort Pownall in 1763; customs officer at Penob- 
scot; died at Walthamstow. His daughter married Dr. Sylvester Gardiner. 
1. Martin Folkes, LL.D., Tables of English Silver and Gold Coins (London, 1763). 
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day. Mr. Hay called and abode with me an hour. One boarder de- 


parted, having compleated his term. 


8. Cloudy, wind variable. About sunset at E. Stull rawish. Walkt to 
London, passed 2 hours at New England Coffee House, returned and 
dined at home. p.m. walkt again to London, called at Brother Green- 
bury, and Jarvis, both absent. Drank tea with Mr. Wiswall. Arrived 
home at ¥, after 9 o’clock. 


9. Cloudy, A.M. rawness of air somewhat abated. At Meridian rainy 
appearance, and a small drisle. Walkt to London, returned by 1 
o'clock, and dined at home. p.m. walkt over to Chelsea, drank tea with 
Mrs. T. Robert Hallowell first acquainted me with Clark Pickman’s? 
death. Eve at home. 


10. Cloudy, air somewhat moderate—walkt to London, dined at 
home. 


11. Cloudy, air as yesterday, drisle. Within writing letters to my 
wife and R. Ward, Mr. Dalglish called, dined and past p.m. and Eve- 
ning. Delievered packet newspapers and letters to Young Spooner 
addressed to R. Ward.’ p.m. drisly and windy. Within all day. 


12. Wind fresh at S. Morn cloudy. Meridian drisly and clear alter- 
nately. At 2 blew sky and very pleasant. Attended worship at Mr. 
Lindsay’s Chappell usual place, he preacht an excellent useful dis- 
course from “And when he was come near, he beheld the City, and 
wept over it, saying, if thou hadst known even thou, at least this thy 
day, the things which belong to thy peace! But now they are hid 
from thine eyes.” In returning home, and seeing persons about the 
palace I turned my steps thither and entering, chance threw me in the 


2. Clark Gayton Pickman, son of Benjamin Pickman, had married Sarah, sister 
of Timothy Orne, and had died in Salem 30 Nov. 1781. 

3. To Richard Ward, Curwen wrote of the possibility of his moving from Eng- 
land to Flanders or Holland: “The tedious monotony of existence of the 1% years 
past affording but a dull insipid music to one whose curiosity is yet alive to objects of 
gratification .. . Should your great and good ally obtain the two only very probable 
objects of his American alliance, the impoverishment of Great Britain, and the con- 
sequent seizure of the late English Colonies, which she seems, at present in a fair way 
for, no man on this side the Atlantic in his wits would, I think, whatever regard he 
may feel for his native Country, willingly forego a bare subsistence here for french 
rule, domination and wooden shoes there.” The same day Curwen wrote to his wife 
of his plans to pass the summer in Flanders, ending, “I wish you all the happiness 
your virtue entitles you to expect here and hereafter.” 
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small winding stairs leading to the gallery which on enquiry I found 
might on Sundays be entered. I ascended and going forward arrived 
at length to the 3d guard room where numbers were waiting. Here I 
continued an hour and amidst crouds had a fair view of King and 
Queen, Prince of Wales, and great numbers of nobility and others 
passing into presence chamber which sight as soon as obtained I 
turned my back and proceeded homewards where arrived at 4 past 2 
and dined, my Landlady just sitting down. p.m. walkt to Kensington 
Gardens, which the gate porter told me contained within the walls 
including palace grounds, 370 acres. Hoping to meet Mr. Dalglish 
who promist to call on me to go there, took a ramble by myself round 
the hill which another porter said was of 3 miles. ‘The air was clear and 
pleasant and much Company walking. Returned at 6 to Lodgings and 
drank tea.* 


73. Sun in and out. Meridian pleasant. p.m. walkt to London, re- 
turned at 7 o’clock, meeting Dalglish we agreed on a morrow’s 
walk. 


14. Cloudy and drisly. Within till 4 o'clock. p.m. walkt to London. 
Bought new satin forebodys for a waistcoat, put it into Mr. Councils 
hands and drank tea there. Returned back ina rain at 8 o’clock.°® 


15. Thin clouds, brisk wind at $.W. Walkt to London, returned 
back by 2 o’clock. Brother Greenbury called on me, remained and 
passed till g o’clock in evening. Workt in masonry. 


16. Cloudy, walkt early to London. Called as by advertisement at 
St. Leadenhall Street. Received a card of Mrs. Savill’s at No. 4 Shackel- 
well, walkt thither, found her intention of a lodging house unfavour- 
able to my design. Returned back to London’s rain. Dined with Com- 
pany at New England Coffee House and at 5 set off in a rain which 
accompanied and pretty thoroughly soaked me before my arrival at 
Brompton, having no sourtout. p.m. Messrs Peeters and Wiswall 
drank tea with me. Evening alone. 


77. Air mild, but drisly, wind fresh at S.W. Walkt to London, 
abode an hour at New England Coffee House; heard the glorious 
4. To Judge Sewall, he wrote urging him to join in a trip to Flanders and hope- 


fully to get Samuel Sewall to “make a trio.” 
5. A brief note to Samuel Sewali inviting him to join in the expedition to Flanders. 


LONDON May 1782 831 


news of Admiral Rodney’s defeat and capture of the french Admiral 
De Grasse with 5 ships taken and sunk, all capital. Returned and dined 
at lodgings. Mr. Dalglish calling on me we walkt over together to 
Chelsea College Gardens and from thence to Mr. Timmins where we 
stayed and drank tea, took leave at 8 o’clock, and returned to my 
lodgings, and here Mr. D. deposited in my hands for safety 7 Guineas 
to be delivered on demand. Evening alone reading. 


18-19. Fresh air, somewhat rawish at S.E. Walkt to Clapham, at- 
tended at New Church on the Common, young Pridden preacht a 
Whitsunday sermon, text ““Howbeit, when he, the spirit of truth is 
come, he will guide you into all truth, for he shall not speak of himself; 
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; for he will shew you 
things to come.” Dined at Coffee House with Mr. Dalglish and Prid- 
den, to meet whom I came hither. At 5 o’clock departed and at 7 
arrived at lodgings. 


20. Still cloudy and rawish, drisly at times all day, wind fresh at 
S.Wly. Did not stay abroad. 


21. Same as yesterday, wind boisterous and hollow, dark and gray 
evening. Preceeding night rainy. Season hitherto wet, unusually back- 
ward. Going p.m. to London meeting Mr. Dalglish I returned and 
accompanied him to Kensington and through the gardens. Adjourned 
to drink tea at my lodgings. 


22. Dark and at times rainy. Within all a.m. and p.m. Walkt fora 
great part of way in a cold small rain to Mr. Dalglish lodgings. Re- 


turned in same condition, home by 9g o’clock. 


23. Cloudy, raw as usual. Walkt to London, dined at New England 
Coffee House with New England Company, passed P.M. and returned 
back by 8 o’clock. 


24. Fairish. Walkt over to Mr. Dalglish lodgings and with him pro- 
ceeded to Mattocks the florists for show of Tulips. Held a long con- 
versation, he pointed out to us the Bell King stock and Bell Queen, a 
beautiful and very singular plant which he is unable to increase, having 
derived but one offset in 22 years, had been offered 22 guineas for it. 
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Is of the [2 words] kind and with the tints exquisitely fine though 
seen to great disadvantage, the weather having been very unfavourable 
and then was so. Proceeded further and dined at White Hart, Dul- 
wich, on baked pye of pork and lamb. During our abode happened a 
very extraordinary state of air of fair stormy rain [harsh? ] wind and 
mild and extream cold alternately quickly accompanied us and ren- 
dered our return back unpleasant and inconvenient. Drank tea at Mr. 
Dalglish lodgings with a Countryman of his who had been a prisoner 
in America and through Salem &c. Returned and arrived at 9 o’clock. 


25. Fair, still cold, wind as for many days at N.E. and Ely. Within 
till 4 o’clock. Walkt to London, drank tea at Mrs. Councills. Further 
news relating to Sir G. Rodney’s squadron; Sir Samuel Hood with a 
detachment from him in westward passage took 2 line of battle and 1 
frigate. 


26. Fresh clear air, wind brisk at N.E. Still rawish. Attended at 
usual place, Doctor Calder preached an excellent discourse from “And 
there was much murmuring among the people concerning him, for 
some said he is a good man, others said, Nay, but he deceiveth the 
people.” Returning through St. James Park and seeing many people 
collected around the rails of Buckingham stopt to see the Prince of 
Wales who soon appeared in a phaeton with Colonel Tarleton who I 
was told is frequently to be seen with him. Dined at home, and there 
abode remainder of time, it proving cold, raw and rainy. 


27. Still raw, cloudy and dark, wind as yesterday. At N.E. and E., 


at times rainy, within all day. 


28. Air somewhat moderated, air still at E. Walkt to London, at 
New England Coffee House to read news. Returned back at 3 o’clock. 
There is at this time an epidemic, not very mortal, prevailing in Lon- 
don and hereabouts, called an influenca, ’tis a species of that disorder 
denominated a cold, producing a hoarseness of the throat, and at least 
lassitude, head ach, running at nose and variety of symptoms accord- 
ing to the subject it attacks, and a debility and sometimes pain, con- 
fining to the bed for 2 or 3 days. p.m. walkt over to Chelsea, and at 
Mr. Timmins, staid with him 2 hours, his whole family and himself 
confined by present illness. Returned at 8 o’clock finding an answer 
from S.S. left for me. 
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29. Still dark, cloudy and of rainy appearance. To my astonishment 
I am yet up, but am in hearty expectation of an attack. Walkt to 
Westminster Bridge designing a visit to Mr. Dalglish and Mrs. Hay, 
rain preventing further progress, turned into Westminster Hall, 
thence Abby, and thence in rain to Brompton being thoroughly 
soaked even to my skin, by a miracle took no cold. Abode at home 
remainder of day having changed every ragg of cloths I had on. 


30. Awake and troubled till 3 with a severe nervous head ach, not 
having a wink of sleep the preceeding night. Dull dark and rainy. 
Within all day. Wind S.Wly. pretty fresh. 


31. Thin clouds, sun out and in. Air mild, walkt over to Chelsea, 
visited Mrs .T., he absent. p.m. rainy and cold as usual. In a.M. severe 


head ach. Wind S.W. 
June 1, 1782. Still dark, dull and of a rainy appearance and coolish. 


2. Same as yesterday, wind E. a.m. within. p.m. walkt to London, 
drank coffee at Andertons Coffee House, Fleet Street, Read news. 


3. Air milder. At Meridian shower. Walkt to Lambeth and Kensing- 
ton Lane to visit Mr. Dalglish and Mrs. Kay. Returned home to dinner. 
P.M. cloudy and raw. Wind Ely. Drank tea at Mr. D. with a Mrs. H. 
Returned at 9. 


4. Morn fairish, after cloudy and rainy appearance. King’s birthday. 
Walkt to London, attempted to enter the palace in vain being sur- 
rounded by innumerable crouds. Meeting Mr. Dalglish we adjourned 
to Cross Keys, Charing Cross where Mr. D. dined and after to Mr. 
Poyntons where we drank tea and separating I departed and arrived 
at home at 9 o’clock. 


5. Air moderate. Wind W. Walkt to London. At the New England 
Coffee House. Returned and dined at home. After, walkt to Chelsea 
and passed remainder of an insipid p.m. at home with my male Com- 
panion and boarder whose groans and singing proved equally tedious. 


6. Fine clear morn, air mild. At Meridian walkt to London, dined 
at New England Coffee House, drank tea at Mr. Peeters, returned 
home by 9 o’clock. 
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7. Fine clear morn. Took an early walk to Lambeth, called at Mr. 
Dalglish lodgings, he in bed, left a card of invitation to walk with 
me. Wind at N.W., air mild and soft. p.m. walk to [dlegible|head 
Redriff to see Captain Coombes, he on board a ship at Gundock 
Wapping. Returned home by 7 o’clock, about 4 hours in performing 
a jaunt of 9 miles. 


8. Fine clear air, wind Brisk at N.W. Walkt to London, Read papers 
at New England Coffee House. Dined at home. p.m. visited Mr. T., 
No. 5 Green Row Chelsea, played a few successful games at back- 
gammon and returned home at 6 o’clock. 


9. Fine clear air, warm and pleasant. Attended service at usual place. 
Mr. Lindsay preached an excellent discourse on following words “But 
the comforter, which is the holy Ghost whom the father will send in 
my name, he shall teach you all things.” Where he proved, I think, 
undeniably, the impersonality of the holy ghost both from reason 
and an analogy of scripture. Dined at Mr. Poynton’s. Returned home 


by 4.0’clock. 


zo. Sour air, drisly, wind a.m. E., p.m. N.W., clear fair, and pleasant. 
Mr. and Mrs. Poynton invited and drank tea with me. Walkt with 
latter to Marlborough Gate.’ 


11, Fair, cloudy and drisle alternately. a.m. walkt to Shepards 
market. Dine at home. p.m. fair and pleasant, wind N.W. Passed P.M. 
in my lodging room and drank tea, company Mr. Toulmin and Mr. 
Smithson. 


12. Fine fair day, wind brisk and S.W. Walkt to London, passed 2 
hours in New England Coffee House, dined at home; Mr. Dalglish 
called and passed p.m. Walkt with him to Chelsea. A very high wind 


and rain. 


1. To Thomas Barnard of Salem, Curwen wrote to acknowledge a letter of the 
preceding November and to give his address for mail, “to be kept at the New Eng- 
land Coffee House, Threadneedle Street. London . . . 1 fain remark, as pence and 
shillings are objects to us Americans on this side the Atlantic, let no future letters be 
inclosed in a blank cover, by which practice, however small the size and bulk be, they 
are saddled with double postage; on the other hand, how large and bulky soever a 
single sheet be, ’tis charged with single postage only.” He added more on the 
pitfalls of the alliance with France. 
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13. Fair blue sky, very fresh gale and coolish, wind at W. a.m. 
cloudy and boisterous gale. Dined at New England Coffee House, the 
company LS., Mr. I.Ch., H.C. and a gentleman, name unknown. Re- 
turned home by 8 o’clock.? 


14. Clear, very fresh gale at W., air warm. Walkt over to Chelsea 
and London in p.m. Drank tea at home. Air mild and pleasant. 


15. Air clear, fresh wind at W. Meridian walk in the flat pavements. 
P.M. walk to London. 


16. Clear but sultry air, wind W. Attended service at usual place, 
preacher as usual, text “Ye are the light of the world, a city that is set 
on a hill cannot be hid.” Returning I met a company in St. James Park 
attending the corpse of a man carrying in an open coffin who had, twas 
said, drowned himself. p.m. walkt to Kensington Gardens, returned 
after 2 hours, had 2 conversations, late night. 


17. Air very sultry, wind W. Walkt to London. p.m. Mrs. A. and 
company drank tea with us. 


18. Extream hot. At Meridian a small short shower attended with 
Thunder and lightning. Mr. C. dined with me. A dead calm. Walkt 
over to Mr. T., Chelsea, staid with him 2 hours. p.m. walk to Chelsea 
by turnpike to church, through College gardens and returned by 
Sloane Street. 


19. Clear warm brisk air at N., but pleasant. 
20. Same as yesterday. 


21. Same, wind N. Yesterday dined at New England Coffee House 
Club. a.m. walk to London, p.m. at home. 


22. Same, very pleasant air, fresh at N. Walkt to Lambeth, Meridian 
extream hot sun. Mr. Dalglish and a friend drank tea with me. Walkt 
to Chelsea. 


2. A long letter to Isaac Smith contained weather reports, details of his own “ear 
whizz,” and reports of the death of Judge Lynde, Clark Pickman, and “your Towns- 
man Jolly Allen,” who had directed his executors “to convey his body after the 
troubles shall cease inclosed in a shell leaden Coffin, and an handsome outside one to 
the vault under King’s Chappell Boston.” 
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23. Sunday, morn clear, warm, fresh air. Attended service at usual 
place. Mr. Lindsay preached from “For other foundation can no man 
lay than is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Dined at Mrs. Councills. p.m. 
attended worship at same place same preacher, text “Because he hath 
appointed a day in which he will judge the world in righteousness by 
that Man whom he hath ordained.” Drank tea at home. 


24. Clear air, pleasant, wind fresh at E. p.m. walkt over Westminster 
Bridge to Redriff to Mr. Burch’s at Dockhead distant 4 miles. Re- 


turned in 34 hours. 


25. Clear fair sky, wind fresh at Ely. Sun extream hot, walkt to gun 
dock, Wapping to see Captain Coombes on board a ship he’s appointed 
to keep guard in. Stopt in at Long room Custom house. Returned back 
after 5 hours fatigued. Dined at home, evening walk. 


26. Fair clear sky, extream hot sun. Walkt to London, returned at 
3 o'clock, invited to dine in London, declined. p.m. fresh gale at W. 
Walkt in Eve with Mr. T. to Batersea bridge, returned back through 
Chelsea College Gardens. 


27. Fair clear sky, hot sun, fresh air at N. Exchanged my winter 
linnen for first time this season. Wish it mayn’t be attended as last 
year, in a word aim fearful thereof, Meridian short walk. p.m. within. 


28. Clear and pleasant, air hot, gentle gale, wind at N. Walkt to 
London as far as Mark Lane corn market to enquire for indian corn. 
Was told there had been none for 2 years. Delayed % hour in Park 
by Mr. Flucker, and in strand by Mr. T. Goldthwait in a hack, joyned 
him and rode to Charing Cross. Invited to come and dine at his house 
Walthamstow. Engaged. p.m. at home. 


29. Fresh gale, wind at N., air pleasant, damp, cloudy, rain like 
appearance. Walkt to London, returned at 3 o’clock. p.m. took a long 
walk, first to Batersea bridge, thence across the Country to Kensing- 
ton garden, through it and Hyde Park, at Knightsbridge meeting Mr. 
Hutchinson we joyned and walkt back to Kensington and through 
the grounds to Brompton and so home making a ramble of 8 miles 
nearly; which with 9% in a.m. is 17% for this day. In Kensington 
meeting a man who joined me, who had in his hand a mugg which he 
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reached forth to me, at the same time saying it was a curiosity. De- 
manding of him wherein, replyed, this mugg was the famous Shake- 
spear’s wherein he used to drink, subjoyning he inherited it from his 
wife’s mother who was heir to all Shakespeare’s effects being a de- 
scendant from him in the female line, and that Garrick had offered 
10 guineas for it when he celebrated the jubilee at Stratford upon 
Avon. 


30. Damp, rainy aspected sky, fresh wind at N.W. Attended wor- 
ship at Essex house Chappel. Mr. Lindsay preached from “For if after 
they have escaped the pollutions of the world, through the knowledge 
of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein 
and overcome, the latter end with them is worse than the beginning. 
For it had been better for them not to have known the way of right- 
eousness, than, after they’ve known it, to turn away from the holy 
commandment delivered unto you.” Dined at home. Attended at same 
place and preacher p.M., text “For here we have no continuing city, 
but we seek one to come.” Walkt in the Park &c. till sunset. Eve at 
home alone. 


July 1, 1782. Air pleasant fresh and lively, wind at N.W. Walkt 
over to Chelsea, paid Mrs. T. an hour’s visit, returned and paid Land- 
lady a month’s board and lodgings, took an early meal per me ipsum. 
Walk to London and engaged new lodgings at No. 3 Orange Street 
Leicester fields. Proceeded to City, paid a visit to Parson Peeters, meet- 
ing there Parson Wiswall, accompanied him to Battersea bridge. Hav- 
ing stept into Don Salter’s Coffee House Chelsea and drank tea, 
arrived at home at 8 o'clock having had a circuits ramble of good 10 
miles. 


2. Air coolish and drisly. Within till p.m., walkt to Mr. Councills, 
continued with her 2 hours. Drank tea at Mr. Poynton’s, Eve at home, 
chilly air, ordered fire which the servant declined to kindle. 


3. Fine clear air, pleasant. Walkt over to Batersea, engaged lodgings 
for a fortnight from Mr. Codds a Carpenter. Meeting Parson Wiswall, 
on whose account I went thither, we joyned and returned back to take 
a view of my late engaged lodgings, from thence to his Church, at- 
tended prayers where were present 9 in house exclusive of 9 parish 
boys. From thence we set off by agreement on a walk to Kingston on 
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the Thames of 7 computed but 9 long statute miles, arriving at the Sun 
in the market place, we took a cold repast, a bottle of strawberrys of 
the size and taste of our wood strawberrys in America &c. Taking our 
departure, in 244 hours arrived back to Mr. Wiswall’s lodgings in 
Battersea, where we again partook of another cold repast, it having 
been ordered to be ready against our return at 3, this being 6. Jaded 
and fatigued I again departed for my own, distant 2 miles being ac- 
companied for 4 mile distance, and per me ipsum arrived at home 
about 9 o’clock and soon retreated to rest. 


4. Clouds, fair, drisle &c. alternately. Walkt to London to the 
Thursday dinner, but finding no preparation made returned back, and 
at 5 o'clock sat down to a dish of green pease and boiled mutton. P.M. 


fair and drisle, pestered all day with a sad head ach. 


5. Mild, pleasant air and clear, wind fresh at N.W. Walkt over to 
Chelsea, abode with Mrs. T. 4 hour. p.m. walkt to Westminster and 
in lobby of House of Commons heard that Charles Fox, Lord John 
Cavendish, Edmund Burke and General Conway have been dismissed 
from Kings service, the former on account of his speech last Monday 
in the House declaring the independency of America to be agreed on, 
which Shelburne denyed having steadily refused his consent to. Lord 
Rockingham’s death which happened last Monday has very probably 
hastened the present event. Returned in a drisle as far as Mr. Hutchin- 
son’s Brompton, and drank tea with family and 1 Lady and 1 Gentle- 
man. Rainy night. 


6. Rainy but warmish, wind Wly. Within all day except a short 
time to Ale houses to read newspapers. Returned re infecta. Mr. Hay 
called on me. Rain continues. 


7. Drisly dark morn, wind Ely. Within till after tea time, walkt 
through St. James Park, and returned back by Piccadilly. All dainy 
[day] rainy. 


1. To Benjamin Pickman, Curwen wrote scathingly: “The unwelcome and in- 
decent liberty you have taken in your letter from Birmingham is the third insult 
of the same kind received from you which wether it manifests more impudence or 
disregard to decency, I am at a loss to determine . . . I hereby forbid you to trouble 
me with, or put me to any needless expence of, future letters unless you are in- 
different wether or not to expose yourself to worse than verbal reproaches from the 
frequently injured S. Curwen.” At the same time he wrote to Elisha Hutchinson at 
Birmingham telling something of the annoyance he had received of Pickman. 
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8. Thin clouds, air pleasant. a.m. clear. Took leave and departed 
from old lodgings, arrived at 10 o’clock at new ones, at a Mr. Codds, 
Battersea, to allow 4/6 per week for a Chamber on first floor, and use 
of linnen and use of parlour when needed for company, and indeed 
when it may suit me to sit therein. Lodged my things and set off for 
Lambeth, called at Mr. Dalglish lodging’s which he has given up, 
intending as tomorrow for Scotland, wonder at his neglect to call on 
me, very different from his usual behavior. Proceeded to Edinburgh 
Coffee House to which he referred by his Landlady, any one who 
might wish to see him. Left a note there acquainting him with my dis- 
appointment. Passed an hour there, after at New England Coffee 
House and on Change, from thence homewards stopping at Mr. T. 
Chelsea where I abode 2 hours with her, drank tea, and at 8 departed 
for my new abode. Passed interval to time of retirement with Mr. 
Codd, wife and her sister below. 


g. Warm damp air, cloudy. Within all a.m. Meridian walk. p.m. 
same, drank tea at home with Landlady. 


zo. Sun rose clear. A.M. shut in, rainy appearance. Sun in and out, 
remainder of day alternately. a.m. pleasant and mild; wind N.W. 
Walkt to London, dispatched 4 letters. Dined and returned between 
6 and 7 o’clock. Called at Mr. Hughes, Mr. Dalglish lodgings a secret 
yet. Drank tea at home. 


11. Clouds in morn, rain menacing aspect. Walkt to London, visited 
Mr. P[oynton] and invited to dine there this day, excused, agreed for 
next Sunday. Dined as usual at New England fish club dinner, 4 Com- 
pany. p.M. Drank tea, supt and lodged at Mr. Councils. Passed evening 
at tredille, King in his robes, crown on his head and on throne, made 
a speech, parliament prorogued. 


12. Preceeding night rainy, morn cloudy, light sprinkle now and 
_ then. Breakfasted at Mr. C.’s, departed at 10. Called in at Mrs. Tim- 
mins Chelsea, took leave, and at 1 arrived at home and took following 
account of my things brought hither: viz The following things are 
contained in a trunk and large Portmantua and an Egg wigg box: 


Light yellow coat on my back 
Green and red silk striped waistcoat, ditto 
A pair black fine knit silk breeches, ditto 
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Dove coloured and gold striped silk waistcoat 
Yellow ground, small speckt with black ditto 
Green ground and black small spotted manchester silk ditto 
Black silk florentine ditto 

Green and black narrow striped ditto—stolen 
Black silk satin florentine ditto 

1 pair black silk florentine breeches 

1 pair black silk satin ditto 

1 pair black Florinet 

1 pair black Denmark satin, worsted ditto 

2 pair Wash leather Drawers. 

3 Dimity and linnen drawers 

1 flannel ditto 

a brown coloured sourtout 

a Blew Baize and Banyan—stolen 

13 irish linnen shirts—8 stolen 

11 muslin and cambric muslin stocks 

4 brown white speckt silk handkerchiefs 

1 Drab coloured silk ditto 

1 light brown silk and cotten ditto 

3 white, red speckt Scotch ditto 

1 course brown, white speckt ditto 

1 fine red, white speckt linnen ditto 

1 fine linnen pillow bear 

1 shaving cloth 

1 Flannel under waiste faced with silk 

1 small bundle red and white flannel and baize 

1 pair white worsted Kitty Cuffs 

1 striped blew red & white knitted Night cap 

1 pair new ribbed white silk stockins 

2 pair plain fine ditto, 2 pair course ditto ditto 

1 pair ditto white, black speckt ditto 

5 pair brown mottled ditto, 4 pair black silk ditto 
2 pair white striped across with blue ditto 

1 pair deep black mottled Chinese made ditto 

1 pair wide ribbed, black mottled ditto 

1 pair black and white mottled Spun silk ditto 

1 pair black ribbed Spun silk ditto 

3 pair fine brown thread ditto, 1 pair white thread ditto 
2 pair Cotton ditto, 3 pair white worsted under ditto 
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3 pair silk and worsted ditto, 4 pair coarse thread under ditto 
1 pair thread large, coarser ditto 
2 pair shoes in wear, 2 pair ditto new 
1 pair shoes and Cloggs, 1 pair Boots 
2 hatts, 3 wiggs, a Coat brush 
Stocking brush, nail ditto, 3 shoe ditto 
I pair new leather gloves, 3 old pairs 
1 pair silk gloves, small fine Irish linnen 
Freemason’s Apron lined with Silk 

anda silk ribbon 
New Dimity for stockins 
1 Rasor and Case, 2 ditto in ditto and strop 
Shaving box, brush, and 2 pieces soap beside 
A Cane, a quad box and fish 
A pocket Comb and Case, 1 pair Scissors 
A Tunbridge Inkstand, with wafer and sand box therein 
1 Penknife, box wafers with Sealing wax 
A Parallel rule, rapped in Tin C[zegible | 
A Snuff box paper Marché blue striped 
A red morrocco Case with Schissors &c., silverd clasp 
Books: Clarkes Entrop—Ambulator 
Hoadleys Plain Account, Boyers french Grammar 
Beauties of Sterne, Rowes Sallust. 
Greek and Vulgate translation to New Testament 
Reformed liturgy, 2d Vol. Bible 
Royal Kalendar 
Companion to ditto, Greek grammer construed 
Greek Particles Englished, Tablet Memory 
Black list, Panel Message Cards 
Letter Case with file letters, and ditto 
Sundry lottry chances from Various 
A bleu bagg containing guinea scales, pocket compass, 
1¥, foot ruler in 4, Tin Nutmeg grater, bottle Bergamot 
Piece Court plaister, Ladies Ivory Y.M. 
A pair hand glasses, 2 small magnifiers 
A pair nail Cutters, Sand box wood, pounce box, 
tooth brush with Spunge, cork screw 

Carried forwards to the other side 

a 2d blew bagg containing 
a Paper of small and large N. 
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a quad pack of cards 

an old spectacle case, a large Cork 

a ditto Empty ink Case, tops Quill 

paper box corn salve 

a glass for writing sand 

a paper of small foreign copper coins 

a ditto of strop powder 

a box tooth powder, French chalk 2 bitts 

a paper Gum arabic 

smelling bottle and salts 

Shaving powder, peppermint Drops 

Bottle to take out spotts 

Appurtenants of a Quadrant 

a paper containing an old silver seal with 
my family arms in lignum vitae 
Ditto Silver, Ditto in Tassies Composition 
set in pinchbeck. A seal containing initials 
of my name in Wedgewood set in Pinchbeck. 

A pair gold sleeve buttons, belonging to my wife, to be restored 
to her or her heirs 

A pair stone knee buckles 

A metal neck buckle 

A bag of half pence 


Red purse, 114 guineas and some silver 


p.M. after a small sprinkling, sun broke out and shone with resplendant 


brightness. Drank tea with Landlord and Landlady. 


13. Morn cloudy, air damp, wind Wly., within all a.m. Again un- 
fortunately or rather unhappily seized with a degree of my late alarm- 
ing ear whizz. P.M. rainy, at home all day. Drank coffee with Land- 


lady and Mrs. Morgan her sister. Passed evening below and supped. 


14. Cloudy, rainy appearance, air close, wind Wly. Walkt to Lon- 
don, attended service at usual place. Mr. Lindsay usual preacher 
preacht from “Prove all things, hold fast that which is good, abstain 
from the appearance of evil.” Dined at Mr. John Poynton’s by invi- 
tation. Attended p.m. services at St. Martins, a Mr. Mathews preacht 
from “And when Paul reasoned concerning righteousness, temper- 
ance, and a judgment to come, Felix trembled and said Go thy way, I 
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will send for thee in a more convenient time.” Returned and drank 
cup of chocolate at Mr. Poynton’s, and at 6 sett off for home, at ¥4 
after 7 arrived. Last Monday being rst, instant, received from Ben 
Pickman at Birmingham a packet containing three letters. Viz.: one 
from Salem New England to Peter Frye, the 2d from Daniel King of 
Salem to his Son, the 3d from same to said B.P. desiring him to find out 
his said son and deliver the foregoing, which business without the 
slightest request or apology the said B.P. attempted to throw upon me, 
though I have no acquaintance nor correspondence with him, having 
renounced all connexion for 5 or 6 years on the score of his impu- 
dence, rudeness, selfishness, malice, baseness of soul and spunging 
temper, in all which I’m persuaded his equal or parallel is not to be 
found. To save Peter Frye the expense of postage, and burthen me, 
was the malicious design of this monster of meaness and Impudence 
and to accomplish which he procured Mr. E[lisha] H[utchinson] to 
write to his brother here to find out my lodgings and to heighten the 
insult and baseness he dated his letter from Coventry though he was 
at Birmingham and procured a Stranger to write the outside address, 
well knowing his own writing might be probably rejected. To do 
myself justice I’ve inclosed the whole and accompanied the packet 
with another from myself wherein he will find his feelings, if he has 
any, sufficiently raised, if Sneer and reproaches can effect it and 
expressly forbid a repetition of the insult, it having been the 3d in- 
stance of the kind, under a penalty of more than verbal reproaches. I 
record this that my friends and relations may know what treatment 
I have received from a Countryman and townsman under the un- 
happy predicament of banishment from our Native Country. 


15. Fine clear pleasant air all day, wind Sly. Walkt to and dined 
at London, called at old Landlady Mrs. Smithson at Brompton. Re- 
turned back with Gammon table to Mr. Timmins he and she absent. 
Took out a hatt from Trunk, Passed 2 hours at New England Coffee 
House and ¥4 hour at Parson Peeters, from thence home. Observed a 
singularity in the name of the Ale house in the left hand corner of road 
leading from Pimlico to Grosvenor place. “Tis called the Old Bagg of 
Nails. Arrived at home at 4 after 7 and drank tea per me ipsum. 


76. Sun rose delightfully clear, air very warm. brisk wind Sly. 
Meridian walk. Mr. Dalglish came from London and dined with me. 
P.M. walkt with him to and through Clapham Common. Returned 
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through the Town by Nagshead and through the Fields home, being 
a distance of 4 miles at least. After tea accompanied him through part 
of the fields in his return to Vauxhall. Clouds look soft and watery. A 
short sprinkle, air coolish. Yesterday I met young Parson Clarke at 
Mr. P.’s, observing him to speak without difficulty, articulately and 
some degree of clearness, expressing my surprize and enquiring into 
the cause, he told me his speech came to him all on a sudden and on 
that very day 7 years after he was at first siezed with the incapability 
of articulating sounds or deprived of his speech. 


17. Night preceding, thunder, lightning, rain. Morn thick dark, 
rainy, wind S.E. and E., continued dripping rain from 11 o'clock last 


night to 3 this p.m. Within all day. 


18. Mild soft air, cloudy. Walkt to London. Meeting Mr. Timmins 
there, Mr. Dalglish and Captain Scot’ the latter not having seen for 
these 4 or 5 years, the former dined with me at Cock Eating House. 
Called at Mrs. Councills and Parson Peeters. Drank Tea at both, re- 
turned at 8 o’clock, evenings of late cool, seemingly lengthened. 


79. Fine clear warm morn. Walkt over to Chelsea and examined 
plate &c. brought from Boston by Mr. Timmins, received coins, 
medalls &c. left in his hands, Ch. Russells bond and note of 255 £ 
with 8 years interest and all my plate &c. &c. After bringing home bag 
[of] Coins and Medals returned and dined with Mr. T. Played back- 


gammon, drank tea, took leave at 8 o’clock. 


20. Fine clear warm morn. Walkt to London. Dined with 3 others 
viz.: Mr. Scot, Hale and Goldthwait at New England Coffee House 
on salt fish. Called at Mr. C. and from thence home, leaving a case 
rasors received at length from Mr. T. which he brought from New 
England to be ground and a pair of ground glass and bowed specs to 
be mended and polished, former at Bernardeaus; latter Coles optician 
King Street. Air remarkably fair soft and close, wind W. 


21. Milky sky, sun in and out, fresh air but hot, wind S.E. and E. 
Attended worship at Battersea Church, a young Stranger preacht 
from “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain &c.” 


2. Joseph Scott, merchant and ironmaster of Boston, addresser of Hutchinson and 
Gage; evacuated Boston in 1776; banished and proscribed in 1778. 


: 
: 
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After service took a strole per me ipsum. Lively air p.M., walkt to 
Kensington Gardens joyning T. Danforth and Samuel Porter. I de- 
parted for lodgings of latter in neighborhood and then abode an hour, 
receiving from a latter relation of his Voyage and departed at 8 or so. 
Taking leave Mr. D. and I proceeded to Chelsea, and happening to 
pass Mr. ‘T’. home just as he and G. Harrison and Lady were setting off 
for Clapham, they invited me to a seat and set me down at my lodgings 
in Battersea, saving my weary legs 114 miles walk. Engaged myself at 
his table tomorrow. Supt with family and new lodger. 


22. Fair delightful morn, brisk air, wind S.E. Within till 1 o’clock, 
walkt to Clapham Common, Mr. Gilbert Harrisons, with whom I 
dined, passed p.M., drank tea, and departed with Samuel Toulmin who 
was one of the Company, his Lady’s Mother, she and he the [7 word], 
Mr. T. invited but prevented by Company. Arrived at home through 
the field at 8 o’clock. Air through this day very hot but air continued 
lively, and in passing by hedges perfumed by sweet smelling blossoms. 


23. Fair clear air but warm, wind S.E. Within till 1 o’clock. Walkt 
to London, dined, visited Parson Peeters, called for rasors and spec- 
tacles and took them home. Returned home by 8 o’clock meeting Mr. 
S.C. and company fishing in a boat at bridge. Retired early to bed. 


24. Fine clear warm morn. Walkt to London. Dined there, drank 
tea at Mr. P.’s. In going stopt at Mr. ‘I’s Chelsea. Met Mr. Hogg of 
Fxeter in Long Acre, received his address in order to convey a letter 
by him to Mr. Smith of Sidmouth. Arrived at ¥4 ante 7. 


25. Clear warm, pleasant morn. Neglected breakfast. Walkt per me 
ipsum to Wandsworth and from thence to Garrat as far as the Maiors 
house, called Eagle Inn, kept by a Mr. Postlethwait. Passing Maryle- 
strand Parish Almshouse, a foundry and forge, owned by a Mr. Han- 


hill, and a linnen stamp manufacturer in the Manchester way, took a 


peep, was invited in, but declined. Returned home by 12 p.m.; had a 
view of the Duke of Cumberlands sailing match on the river, from the 
Haye’s summer house on bank edge, with Company, light gale, river 
covered with barges, boats &c., oars, scullers, and sails. The Duke in 
his own barge with a blue [tilt? ] Ensign red, having an anchor and a 
length of Cable of gold leaf depicted thereon. A great Concourse at- 
tended, he was in going saluted by a discharge of small cannon at usual 
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places, and also returning. The boats departed from Blackfriars bridge. 
Length of Course to Putney bridge, premium a silver Cup of £50 
value. Air warm through the day, heavy and unspringy. My mind 
cloudy and cloddy as the foregoing denotes. 


26. Cloudy, thick damp air, warmish. Rainlike appearance. Walkt 
to London, received from Mr. R[ owe] at Treasury %4’s order and at 
Bank the unnecessary. Dined, passed 4 hour at New England Coffee 
House, drank tea at Mr. P.’s and at 7 o’clock returned home. At arrival 
found Mr. Dalglish and M. had been at my lodgings and were then at 
Castle tearoom and desired my Company. Went and joined them for 
an hour and at their departure accompanied them to Falcon Tavern in 
great road. Evening sensibly lengthened and coolish. 


27. Soft rainy looking clouds. Walkt to London, dined at New 
England Coffee House on fish; Company Mr. Fl[{ucker], Fr[ancis] 
W [aldo], Mr. H[arrison], Th[omas] G[oldthwait], I.L., L.G. and 
S.C. Returned home in a dripping rain, thoroughly soaked in a bor- 
rowed great coat. 


28. Same as yesterday. Walkt to London, attended at Essex house 
church, Mr. Lindsay preacht from “These words spake Jesus, and 
lifted his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come, glorify thy 
Son, that thy Son may also glorify Thee.” Dined at Mr. P.’s by invita- 
tion. Passed p.m. at Mrs. Councills, and calling in at Mr. P.’s borrowed 
a great coat which in some measure defended me from a shower which 
attended me as far as Chelsea. Arrived at Battersea at 7 o’clock. 


29. Soft clouds, sun in and out. Walkt to London, dined at Spring 
Garden Soup house on broth. Returned at 3 o’clock. Fine blew spots 
here and there on face of heaven. 


30. Sun rose clear, Hemisphere covered almost entirely all day with 
light clouds, rain between 5 and 6 o’clock p.m. Walkt early to Lon- 
don. Breakfast at Mr. P.’s, proceeded to Bishopgate street 4 Swans, 
took coach for Hackney and at Church footed it over Lea bridge 
through Low Layton to Walthamstow, Mr. Goldthwaits, where | 
dined, and at 5 o’clock departed to the take up house in Wood street 
so called. There and in company with 6 females at 4 past 6 sett off 
and at 8-10 miles post arrived at the aforesaid 4 Swans and on foot pro- 
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ceeded homewards to which I arrived at 8.50 minutes. Under the 
Exchange Piazza enquiring of a young Gentleman just come down 
from New Loyds Coffee House, he said advise was received of the 
arrival of the Sandwich, with 50 sail of the Jamaica fleet, as far up as 
the Isle of Wight and that the Liverpool and Bristol ships were at 
Kinsale, the other fleet was [ 7 word] up with them safe. 


31. Sull cloudy and rainy looking sky. Sun now and then dimish 
appearance, and then shrouds himself behind thick dark rainy looking 
clouds. Within till 12 o’clock. Mr. Dalglish calling on me, we walkt 
out; at 6 o'clock met him and Mrs. G. in a tea room on the banks of 
river. Passed evening at home with family. 


August the 1, 1782. Sun rose clear. Soon closed in, followed by a 
shower. Walkt and dined in London. Returned back before 6 o’clock. 
Air clear, wind fresh at W. to S.Wly. 


2. A.M. drisly by short intervals. Meridian cleared up. Walkt to 
London, drank tea at Mr. Danforth. Returned back by 7 o’clock. Eve- 


ning per me ipsum." 


3. Cloudy heavy air, rainy appearance. Wind S.Wly. p.m. walkt to 
London, in passing Bird cage walk returning had a short glimpse of 
Count de Grasse at Sir Peter Parkers Window. He is a stout very tall 
man. Hindered by showers I stopt in at Mrs. ‘Timmins and drank tea. 
Remainder of walk interrupted by frequent showers. 


4. Weather this day unsteady, Fair, foul, rain and shine, though for 
a while sun shone sensibly. Attended worship at Battersea Church, a 
thin assembly, the Vicar Parson Gardner preached from “O Thou 
that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.” Walkt after service 
to London and dined. Returned back over Westminster bridge and by 
_ Vauxhall through turnpike road to Naggshead through the fields, 
from thence home. Finding family at tea sat down and drank a dish. 
Being fatigued passed evening in chamber per me ipsum. 


s. Morn clear, sun rose very pleasant and warm. Air fresh, wind 


W.Sly. Walkt to London, dined, returned at 5 o'clock greatly 


1. A note to Thomas Goldthwait concerning the proposed tour on the Conti- 
nent. 
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fatigued and lame and as usual of late met 4 or 5 showers, intervals of 
sun which set fair and clear. Landlord and self drank tea together, 
Ladys being absent. 18 Irish lottery tickets and each are blanks. 


6. Rainy, chill air as usual, it having been the usual state of the 
weather for more than 3 weeks. Much hay lost, fruits and garden pro- 
duce imperfectly watered. Confined within all day. 


7. Coldish chill air, sour and rainy, blustering wind at S. Within all 
day. 


8. Same as yesterday. 


g. Sun rose clear, soon closed in. Sky covered with rainy looking 
clouds, cold air and fresh at N. Walkt to London, dined at Mr. P.’s, 
the only day this week without rain. At Pye Corner is placed at the 
height of a love story a naked boy with this inscription following on 
his breast and belly and folded arms, “This boy was placed here as a 
memorial of the great fire which happened.” Returned to lodgings at 
7 o'clock without a drop of rain falling on me which is I believe the 
only instance for nearly 3 weeks previous. 


zo. Dull dark cloudy sour air and chill, wind N.W. a.m. short 
shower. P.M. walkt over to Chelsea, drank tea with Mrs. Timmins. 


11. Cloudy, raw sour air, wind Nly. Attended at Battersea church 
Mr. Gardiner the Vicar preacht from “Ye are bought with a price, 
therefore glorify God in the body and spirit which is his.” Dined at 
Lodgings with Company on goose, Leg Mutton, Turnips and Caper 
sauce and currant pye. Cloudy cool morn. Walkt to London, dined 
there, lodged at Mr. P.’s. Forgoing 12th day. 


13. Night preceeding following a very rainy P.M. and Eve which 
detained me in London. Morn cloudy, a.m. showry. At Meridian 
cleared up; fair and sultry, hot. Walkt to Battersea, arrived at 3 
o'clock. From the other side, in consequence of gluttony 1666.7 The 
image is about 2 feet in height and stands at Pye Corner, the Angle 
Eastern of Cook lane at the end of Giltspur street leading from open 


2. Nothing can be made out of this sentence unless it and the succeeding one relate 
to the entry for August 9. 
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space opposite mews Newgate to Smithfield. Passed evening at home 
and supt. 


14. Dark, cloudy morn, wind fresh at W. and N. Walkt to London, 
dined with Company at my Future Landlords being an annual celebra- 
tion of his marriage day. Passed p.M., drank tea, supt and lodged there. 


15. Sun dim and closed in several times, wind fresh. Departed at 10 
o'clock, passed through Brompton calling in at Mrs. A.’s and dauter, 
after at Mrs. Timmins, Chelsea from whom received an invitation to 
dine next Saturday on salt fish. Remainder of p.m. and Eve at Lodg- 
ings. 


16. A rainy dark a.m. p.m. boisterous wind at S.Ely., fair and foul 
alternately. All day within. Eve at loo, losing. 


17. Fair and alternately showers. Walkt to London. Dined at Mrs. 
Timmins with Isaac Scot. Passed p.m. and drank tea. Eve at Loo in 
lodgings, same as before. 


78. Sun rose clear, soon shut in, fresh air, wind N., N.Wly. Item: 
visited Mrs. Greene, Joseph’s widow the first time there 9 months last 
Thursday. Attended worship at Battersea Church, Mr. Gardner the 
Vicar preacht from “If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if 
any comfort of love, if any fellowship of spirit, if any bowells and 
mores, fulfill I my joy, that ye be like minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord and of like mind.” Walkt to London, dined at Mr. 
P.’s by invitation. P.M. at service at St. Martin’s in the fields, a stranger 
preacht from “Get wisdom, get understanding.” Drank tea where I 
dined, departed at 6 and at 7 arrived in an hour in rain. All rest of day 
fair, air coolish but bracing. 


19. Fine fair day, blew sky. Paid off lodging and took leave, going 
from thence by water. Landed at Hungerford stairs and after some 
little dispute occasioned by ticket porters preventing the boat boys 
carrying off my goods which being obliged to submit to, I arrived at 
my new lodging house. Mr. Poynton’s No. 3 Orange Court Leicester 
fields where for the present I am stationed, but for how long am un- 
certain. My accomodation a first floor, contains lodging chamber and 
dining room, to find my own breakfast, and dine with family occas- 
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ionally, to allow 10/6 a week and for each dinner 84d, to find my own 
Coals, Candles, wine, tea sugar, milk, cream and bread. p.m. walk, 
drank tea at lodgings. Eve at home with a strange Lady named Strover. 


20. Fine clear air, blue sky, wind fresh at N.Wly. Walkt to Ex- 
change, gave Huntley the Hatter at East door, orders to bring home 
new hat. Read papers, and proceeded thence to Chelsea, where meet- 
ing Richardson and Sadlers the Errand Cart owners and drivers, gave 
them orders about my trunks at Mr. Timmin’s No. 5 Green row and 
agreed to pay for cartage to No. 3 Orange Court Leicesterfields 2/. 
Returned back and dined at home on alamode beef sent for. P.M. 
chiefly about home, uncommonly blew sky, bright pleasant sun. Eve 
in chamber. 


21. Morn early light fog, after and all a.m. very clear and pleasant. 
Within writing to Mr. Elisha Hutchinson at Birmingham on the sub- 
ject of B. Pickman. See letter Liber date August 15.° Carried it to 
General Post Office, and after walkt down to Captain Coombes lodg- 
ings at a Mr. Birch’s beyond Folly bridge to Dockhead. On the front 
door of a meeting house that I past observed the following words 
wrote in chalk We have erred and strayed. Unless the supporters of 
the doctrine of the necessity or even expediency of an universal con- 
formity to a state establishment of the form of religious worship can 
lay its foundation in reason on a command in holy writ, I defy the 
ablest disputant to prove me or any dissenter in England, or elsewhere, 
guilty of a fault in adhering to a different mode of external worship or, 
Schism in a bad sense. On the contrary all political establishments of 
religion being tinctured with the reigning principles of the times when 
they were founded, and many notions and opinions changing with 
fashions, usages, customs, and language, a continued sameness is 
utterly impossible. ‘The endeavour, therefore, to compel men is offer- 
ing a violence to the understanding, and denotes the character called 
in Scripture, the Man of Sin wherever found. p.m. and Eve at home.* 


3. [he letter is a dreary diatribe against | Pickman, who for some time had been 
pestering Curwen and sending him letters in disguise which he paid for and then 
found to be unwanted. 

4. To Mr. Codd at Battersea, Curwen gave an account of rough usage at Hunger- 
ford Stairs: “On our arrival at the stairs, and after the boy had done the needful about 
the boat, he took my trunk on his shoulders and was going to proceed, when a 
brawny irish porter laying his clumsy fist on it demanded in a rough hibernian accent 
what business he had with it, and where he was going, but without waiting for an 
answer ordered the gates to be shut, which was instantly done, and the boy to put 
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22. Same as yesterday. Walkt to Battersea, dined at Mr. Codds and 
drank tea. Arrived at home at 7 o’clock. Trunks brought to London 
from Mrs. Timmins. In my walk to Battersea called in at Mr. T. and 
delivered my trunks. 


23. Showers and shine alternately. a.m. within. At Meridian walkt 
into the City. Dined at home. Captain Coombes called on me. Mrs. 
Codd, Mrs. Moreton and Mrs. Rawlins visited me and drank tea. Ac- 
companied them back as far as Buckingham gate, put them into a 
Coach and took leave. Returned home, passed Eve with Landlord. 


24. Morn alternately clouds and clear. Air mild, wind S.W. Walkt 
into the City and dined at New England Coffee House with Mr. Hale. 


Returned and drank tea at home. Fair clear pleasant day. 


25. Dim sun through milky clouds appearing. Last Eve Landlady 
Poynton came home from Brompton on Kent after a week’s absence. 
Attended worship at Essex house Chappel. Mr. Lindsay preacht from 
“Abide in me, and I in you, as the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in me.” 
Dined at lodgings. At Meridian sun out. p.m. walkt to Hyde Park in- 
tending for Kensington Gardens but rainy appearance of sky pre- 
vented progress. Saw for the first time the Bird of Paradise so called, a 
Miss Mahon and Mrs. Robinson in their separate carriages, both fine 
persons. Returning through St. James Park the clouds discharged a 
fine drisle. Passed remainder of p.m. and evening at home. 


26. Cloudy and clearish by turns, Within all a.m. In p.m. took a 
short walk and returned soon. P.M. and Eve as yesterday, overlooking 
and disposing my effects. 


27. Morn fair pleasant and mild, a.m. cloudy. Meridian drisly, p.m. 
also. Dined at Mr. Hughes, Bishopgate street by invitation, going there 
to enquire for Mr. Dalglish, staid to tea. Returned and passed eve as 
usual. News varies from East Indies. ’Tis to be feared we have had 
and shall receive a fatal blow there. 
down the trunk which was also complied with, and on my requiring a reason, he re- 
plied that he and his brother porters were stationed at these stairs and had an exclu- 
sive right to carry off all bundles landed there. You must be sensible neither the boy 
nor myself were able to enter the lists with him and his associates and as for myself I 


was glad to receive my trunk and portmantua, it being indifferent whom I paid for 
porterage.” 
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28. Fine clear air, pleasing sun. Walkt over Westminster bridge to 
Mrs. Chapman’s Kensington Lane to visit Mrs. Hay; accompanied her, 
Mrs. Chapman and dauter to Blackfriars bridge and from thence re- 
turned back and called at Mrs. to enquire for Mr. Dalglish 
whom I was informed was sett off for Edinburgh last friday. Took a 
basin of broth in Bartholomew Lane Ordinary. Staid on Change tll 3 
and then departed to Mr. Fraziers and from thence home by Strand 
calling in at Mr. T[oulmin]’s shop to regulate my watch. P.M. at 
home. Mr. Danforth called on me and drank tea, after walkt with him 
in the park. 





29. Fair day interlaced with showers. Walkt to Redriff. p.m. with 
Mrs. Poynton to Lambeth. She treated me with tea. Eve as usual. 


30. Cloudy dull morn. Took a Meridian walk to and about Soho to 
obtain a more distinct knowledge of it and its environs, less known 
than any part in this City of Westminster. Dined at home. p.m. walkt 
into the City to Post Office and drank tea at Parson Peeters, and part 
of Eve. Remainder at home. Cards with Landlord and Landlady. 


31. Fine clear air, bright sun. Morn coolish. This day papers 
announce Prince Henry’s death at New York, being the 2 breach in 
the Royal family, Prince Alfred the youngest having died last week. 
There remains a dozen, a heavy burthen yet on the national finances. 
A.M. walkt to Oxford street, called on Mr. Danforth. Mr. Brewer the 
late Governor of Bermuda being there, Mr. Danforth is assisting him 
in preparing answers to 16 allegations or articles lodged in the Kings 
Council against him. Proceeded to Tyburn and from thence by way 
of Patman square, Manchester square and Cavendish square home. 
Walkt to Post Office, met no information respecting a letter addressed 
to me at Brompton. Dined at 13 Cantons on alamode beef. p.m. drank 
tea at home. Eve at game of quadrille. 


September 1, 1782. Fine clear pleasant morn. At Meridian closed 
in. Air mild, somewhat dampish. Attended worship at Westminster 
Abbey, Mr. Champerneys a Minor cannon preached from “There- 
fore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, it is sin.” Press- 
ing forward as far as a bench, the end of which a little dirty old woman 
occupied, she endeavoured to exclude me from a part, but forcible 
obtaining it she was so offended as to take herself away soon, leaving 
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room for myself and another person whom I admitted with great 
convenience. Returned by way of the Park and arrived at Lodgings 
Y, past 12. Dined at home, attended p.m. at St. Martin’s, Mr. Harrison 
preached to a full assembly from “Blessed are the poor in Spirit, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.” After describing Christian poverty 
of Spirit and assigning some reasons why Christ began his first public 
discourse by recommending this virtue he mentioned 2 sorts of men 
who were wholly destitute of it Viz.: those Calvinian professors who 
pretended to a certainty of their Salvation and 2d were those who 
claimed it as a merit due to their good works. Both of whom he pro- 
nounced to be deficient in the distinguishing characteristic of Christ’s 
religion. Drank Coffee at home. Passed evening in Dining room, fire 
first time made. Landlord and Landlady with me, treated them with a 
bow] of Punch. 


2. Air sort moist and cloudy, wind N.W. Walkt to Chelsea, visited 
Mrs. Timmins, returned back on Milbank, the first time I had ever 
been thereon. Passed p.m. at home, Capt. Coombes drank tea with me 
at Mrs. Poynton’s expense, she inviting us down. Eve reading journal 


and at Quadrille. 


3. Air mild, moist, dim sun through the day. Within except a short 
walk as far as Tavistock street. Drank tea and passed Evening at 
Quadrille Capt. Peeters and Walker called on me, the former a brother 
of the Parson S.P., the latter from Worcester. 


4. Very fine clear soft air, wind E.S. Visited at Mr. Wiswall and 
Clarke’s lodgings, neither at home. After, Mr. Wiswall came to me 
on Change, walkt to Drapers Gardens and then past an hour together. 
Walkt to Chelsea, drank tea with Mrs. Timmins. Passed Eve, as usual 
at Quadrille with Landlord and Landlady. 


__ 5. Preceeding night restless. Waked with nervous head ach, con- 

tinued all day. Air clear and remarkably fine and pleasant. Wind E., 
mild. Walkt through Sissons Gardens to Paddington, returned 
through the Squares home. Head ach increast. p.m. in walking 
through Parliament street and seeing crouds running through Scot- 
land Yard joyned them, and on enquiry found they were accompany- 
ing Parson Lloyd a clergyman returned from Bow Street Justices 
examination to Westminster bridewell from whence he was taken in 
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the morning on a complaint of highway robbery, and ’tis said is 
identifyed, He seemed hardened and of a rough bold cast and begged 
with a careless boldness money of every well dressed person that 
passed as he was conducting to prison in irons; his right hand being 
also chained to an officer or one of the justices men. Drank coffee at 
home, Mrs. P. being out. Eve at cards with Mr. and Mrs. P. 


6. A most delightful morn, clear and very warm. Called at Mr. Wis- 
wall’s, and at his desire accompanied him to Hollywell Lane as far as 
the gateway of King John’s palace, a sight he never before had. p.m. 
and evening at home, head ach abated. 


7. Fine pleasant clear warm air. Within tll 3 o’clock looking over 
my Journal. p.m. walkt over Westminster bridge to Turnpike at head 
of Kent Street, designing to go to the Edmund’s great gardens at 
Deptford but the time being far spent and they at 14 miles distance I 
even stopt further proceedings and turning my steps homeward, 
passed through Kent street, a long narrow one, of low ordinary 
homes, and inhabitants answerable, scarcely one reputable person ap- 
pearing in view. Arrived at home with an increased head ach and 


sadly jaded. Neglected tea and passed evening below at Cards. 


8. Fine clear warm air, wind as for 3 days past at E. Rose with a 
continued nervous head ach. At Meridian took a walk to and into Soho 
square, from thence home, dined; endeavoured, in vain, to catch a 
nap in easy chair. Landlord and Landlady drank tea with me. Passed 
evening below. 


g. Fine clear warm air and brisk wind at N.E. Walkt to Mr. Ed- 
mund’s house the Great Deptford Gardens but not gaining proper 
intelligence, returned back without seeing his great Asparagus lot, 
being the object of my labour. Dined at Bartholomew Lane Chop 
House and after some time passed on change, returned at home, 
Parson Clarke having called during my absence. Evening below at 
supper and tredille. 


10. Fair pleasant morn, light milky clouds. a.m. Meridian and P.M. 
extreamly warm and delightful. Walkt to Brompton, called on Mr. 
Thomas Hutchinson and from thence to Mr. Timmins, Chelsea. Re- 
turning by way of Hospital and Park, in latter meeting 3 of my 
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Countrymen from whom I heard news of this day. p.M. short walk. 
Eve, as far as Mr. Sowell’s Bookseller in Cornhill, intentionally to 
bring away Dodsleys Annual Register which I was told was out, but 
to my disappointment found would not be published till January or 
February following. Eve below at Cards. 


11. Milky sky, air mild. a.m. very close and rather sultry. Walkt 
with Mr. P. to Mr. Hunters seat at Hampstead West end. Arrived at 1 
o'clock, kindly welcomed, dined, drank tea, and departed at 6 o'clock. 
Passing through fields arrived at the Edgemere road where one of the 
Queen’s Coaches returning to town received us in; the Coachman 
known to my Companion invited us in, which on my consent we en- 
tered, passing through Paddington Tyburn road, Park lane, Hyde 
Park, Green Park, Stableyard so called by Lady Harrington, Cleve- 
land row, Pell Mell, Cockspur Street and into King’s Mews where 
we landed after a cast of 414 miles and alighting saluted by the Driver 
with “You are very welcome,” and a bow. Passed evening below at 


quadrille. 


12. Fine moderate morn, sky checked with azure and white milky 
clouds. Walkt to London, called at Mrs. Greene’s, returned home by 
3 o'clock. Young Parson Clarke drank tea with me, was more chatty, 
communicative &c. than usual. Landlord &c. passed evening with me 
in dining room. 


13. Sky overcast, air dampish and moderate. Walkt to London, 
visited Parson Peeters, from whom I learnt more of the convulsed 
state of Massachusetts and Connecticut than I had heard before. The 
people there, are more impatient than elsewhere, under public ex- 
pences, and retain more of the old republican leaven, but I know not 
wether they’ve not more political discernment, and attend more 
closely to the steps of their rulers, and in truth the bible, the law 
_ book and the gun is more used there than in any part of the English 
Dominions, therefore more than anywhere else on the face of the 
globe, no other Country having had so great a share of political and 
civil liberty. 


14. Fine clear air and moderate. Morn somewhat chilly, a severe 
cold seizing my ears occasioning a whizz, is very tedious and lasting, 
affecting my whole nervous system and lowers my spirits, rendering 
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me incapable of reading with pleasure or enjoying Company. Within 
on that score. Walkt as far as Smithfield barracks, seen for the first 
since its demolition, old Hicks hall a few remains and rubbish only; 
leaving road to St. Johns Street very commodious and wide. P.M. and 
Evening within as usual and at quadrille. 


15. Night preceeding rain. Morn sprinkling. Confined by an in- 
creased head ach. Took Castor oil, a dull stupid Day, chiefly on the 
bed. 


16. Air mild, sky milky, head ach abated. Whiz in ear continues, 
lassitude gone off. Captain Coombes called and drank tea with me in 
dining room. 


16. Clearish and cloudy, air brisk. Meridian walkt as far as Furni- 
vals Inn, returned and dined at home on Water Gruel. Passed p.m. and 
Fvening in dining room. 


17. Cloudy rainy appearance, wind fresh at S.W. Walkt to Bat- 
tersea and dined, picked, at my hosts invitation, in a garden under his 
care, the greatest quantity of mulberries I ever eat at once. Brought 
a paper home to my Landlady. An indifferent day, head ach and ear 


whiz very troublesome. 


78. Rainy dull and drisly all day, wind Sly. Within all day, drank 


coffee. 


79. Fine, clear, bright, brisk air. Wind N.E. Walk over West- 
minster and London bridges to New England Coffee House, read 
papers, dined in the City. In returning just having past Temple barr 
I was surprized by a clattering behind and seemingly just at my right 
ear, very loud, and like that of an alarm moved very quick, at first 
I suspected some one behind me was shaking a box of marbles 
or some small bodies in a box, and turning round perceived no 
one very near me. I concluded, as it in event proved, to be a 
sound within my head. It continued 2 or 3 minutes, the seat just 
behind my right ear, and tis my conjecture arose from the rushing 
in of the wind, the obstruction being suddenly removed, for the flat- 
ness in my head and a degree of deafness as well as an increased whiz 
in my ear for an hour or two was thereby removed as long as I was in 
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motion or going homeward which I did not slacken till my safe 
arrival there. No knowing how far it might effect the fine vessells of 
the brain or of consequence my life, I choze to retire to my lodgings 
as fast as my feet could carry me, and here if it be repeated with fatal 
effects I am safely placed ready to receive my summons of departure. 
Though my head is better, my whiz is returned. p.m. and Eve at 
home, latter at Cards with Landlord, Landlady and Mr. A. in my 


dining room. Whizz returned to a greater degree than before. 


20. Cloudy and drisly at times. Walkt up to Brompton row on an 
errand. Returned re infecta having very strangely mislaid a bundle of 
night caps which I remembered to have had at Mrs. Smithson’s and 
not since seen. Returned home by 12 o’clock. Passed p.m. and Eve- 
ning at home, company as before. 


21. Cloudy dully damp air, wind Sly. Staid within Evening and 
Morn feeling somewhat relieved. Within all day. Captain Coombes 
called, drank tea. Evening below. Baltic fleet reported to be arrived. 
Very good news, if true. Mr. P. made a present to my Visitant of a 
wig. 


22. Light thin clouds obscures the face of heaven as usual, air 
moderate, wind S.E. Whiz returned. Attended worship at St. Mar- 
tin’s in the fields. A Mr. Wright preacht from “Even so by the right- 
eousness of one, the free gift came upon all men into justification of 
Life.” After service walkt into park. 12 guns fired being the King’s 
Coronation day. 2 short showers set the people a scampering. Dined 
at lodgings. p.m. at little easter lane meeting House, Mr. Fuller 
preached at usual to a very thin assembly scarce exceeding 3 score, 
text “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Jesus Christ.” 
Came directly home and there passed the evening. 


23. Darkish cloudy damp air. At Meridian showery. p.m. Hail. 
With all day, confined by a posterior business. Wind S.W., small gale. 


Fvening as usual. 


24. Light clouds and sunshine alternately, frequent showers, air 
coolish. Confined still. All day alone. Evening as usual. 


25. Moderate, dark dull morn. Damp sky. Showerish appearance. 
Still confined. Evening as usual. 
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26. Fine clear, very warm and pleasant. Walkt down to Mrs. Coun- 
cills, staid and dined. Returned back at 5 o’clock. A weak dish of 
souchong tea brought on a griping erofeb detaba. Evening as usual 
below. 


27. Night preceeding rain. Morn moderate clear and pleasant. 
Showery all day. Within, ciloc desaercni. Evening below. 


28. Morn fine clear and pleasant. Walkt into the City to Mr. Smith- 
son’s Castleyard Holborn for tincture of Rhubarb, my disorder still 
continues. Took it immediately on return, dekrow ecno, dellac up 
gniwollof gninrom ylrae. Family passed evening in my lodging room 
at cards. 


29. Dull, cloudy drisly morn, air not so cool as yesterday, same 
weather continued all day. Within. Mr. P. passed evening with me. 
Ciloc detaba. 


30. Fine clear air, coolish. Walkt to Chelsea, found Mrs. Timmins 
has since my last visit brought her husband a Dauter to be named 
Nancy. He not returned from Mr. G[ilbert] H[arrison]’s at Clap- 
ham. Returned back by 2 o’clock. Walkt into the City to Mr. 
W [iswall]’s lodgings to deliver a letter for conveyance to Revd. Mr. 
Peeters. Proceeded over blackfriars bridge, on the road saw a little 
girl having 5 fingers on each hand besides a thumb. On the bridge had 
a sight of City barges with flaggs displayed rowing down stream 
having the Sheriffs, Lord Maior and Alderman, returning from West- 
minster Hall, the former being this day sworn into office by one of 
the Barons of the Exchequer, as usual at this season annually. Drank 
coffee at home. Passed evening below with family. 


1782, October 1. Fine clear air, coolish, wind fresh at N. 


2. Walkt over to Vauxhall to deliver a letter received in an in- 
closure from A[ndrew] D[alglish] to Miss H[ay]. After to New 
England Coffee House, read news, dined in City. Mr. Peeters drank 
tea and passed evening with me, latter part passed below. Mrs. P. in 
the game discovered an intemperate passion; to forgo future engage- 
ments of like kind. 
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3. Cloudy dull morn, air somewhat rawish, damp drisly air toto 
die. Within till 6 o’clock, took a solitary walk through St. James Park 
as far as Buckingham gate, returned home and passed Evening alone. 


4. Morn clear, coolish, somewhat frosty. Wind at N.E. Walkt to 
London, dined, and after over London bridge by Vauxhall and the 
back road to Mr. Codds, Battersea, drank tea, passing over bridge 
to Mr. Timmins, Chelsea, and after 4 hours abode, home through 
the Park arriving at 7 o’clock. Passed remainder of evening alone in 
chambers. 


s. Morn cloudy, after cleared away. Cool, wind at Nly. Within till 
1 o'clock, dined abroad. Walkt into City, called on Brother Green- 
bury, drank tea with young Parson Clarke, my Countryman. Evening 
at home alone. 


6. Cold chill air, wind N.E. Waked with nervous head ach. Con- 
fined thereby till p.m. Dined at lodgings, attended worship at Doctor 
Fordyces Meeting house, Doctor Flaxman preached from “For the 
earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth 
forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing 
from God, but that which beareth thorns and briars is rejected, and is 
nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.” At my arrival home 
found Captain Coombes drinking tea with the family. Evening in 
lodging chamber per me ipsum. 


7. Dull cloudy morn and cool. Meridian walk round St. James Park 
and through strand home where I dined. Rainy aspect. P.M. walkt as 


1. To Andrew Dalglish at Glasgow, Curwen wrote: “The intelligence in your 
papers respecting Sir W[illiam] P[epperell] is, I presume, the same as in ours. The 
truth of that affair is as follows. The Congress ordered 8 millions of hard dollars to 
be raised through the united States for the services of the [2 word]. About 20,000 
only was raised and that small sum by three only, Viz. Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
and Rhode Island. The others refused or delayed. Massachusetts and Hampshire 
peremptorily refused; of the former 158 towns declined to choose representatives, 
declaring they would elect none to tax them, as they were determined to pay no part. 
The upper Counties as Berkshire, Hampshire &c. have stopt all law proceedings and 
are again in a state of nature or without civil government, every man doing that is 
right in his own eye. In Hampshire Government the opposition has been so general 
and violent as to require a body of Soldiers to be sent against them, who on attempt- 
ing to reduce the insurgents were attacked, and some lives on both sides lost. Yet for 
all this there is not the least disposition in general and as a state, to accept of the terms 
Great Britain has offered without the concurrence of their great and good friend and 
ally. On Gen. Carlton’s proclamation the Congress and Continental Government 
declared it insidious and despised the offer of independence which they contemptu- 
ously said did not depend on the consent of Great Britain.” 
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far as Ranelagh, return called on Parson Peeters at Pimlico, he and 
family absent. Wind N., air mild. 


8. Dull, drisly day. Air mildish, wind Sly. Within all day. Drank 


tea by invitation with family below. Evening in my own room. 


g. Morn cool and fair. Walkt into City. Exchanged sand dollar 
with miniatures on isinglass, for the present including [7 word] and 
received 4/ into the bargain which renders my first purchase cheap. 
Dined at Bartholomew’s Lane Ordinary. Returned home at 5 o’clock 
and drank tea. Delivered my letter to Mr. Dalglish into Brother 
Frazicrs hands for conveyance. Memo: this day, for sundry reasons 
ought to be inserted in the very short list of Dies Albi, which I note, 
that on inspection I may refresh my memory with a pleasing recollec- 
tion amidst that gloom that forms a constrained absence from my 
native Country but too generally overspreads my griefladen mind. 


10. Morn cool, fair. Meridian hot, dined at Furnival’s Inn ordinary, 
P.M. at view of Besengers goods, received a catalogue. Drank tea be- 
low, of my own. Passed evening solitarily in lodging chamber. 


zz. Early in morn damp and drisly. All day cloudy, at Meridian 
raw and chilly air. Attended sale of Mr. Besengers goods &c. Bought 
nothing. Dined at home per me ipsum. P.M. and Evening in lodging 
room, having sent for Mrs. Poynton up, entered into a new apartment, 
relinquishing the first floor, am to ascend into the second, being the 
room over my present lodging room, and allow 6/ per week. 


12. Fair clear morn, cold, night white frost. Walkt out to Mayne 
the Bankers sale of goods &c. and Besengers, late Gentleman of the 
house to his Majesty, bought nothing. Things well sold. Dined at 
home and there passed remainder of time. Mr. William Clarke called 
in and drank tea within me. Evening per me ipsum. 


13. Fair clear cool morn. Attended worship at St. Saviours, South- 
wark, Mr. Walker the Curate preached from “Be not deceived, God 
is not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he reap.” 
Within at home. Mrs. P. came and sat with me till service p.m. At- 
tended at St. Martin’s in the fields, Mr. Harrison preached an excel- 
lent sermon, to a crouded audience, as usual, from ‘And a certain 
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Centurion’s servant who was dear to him, was sick and ready to die, 
and when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the Elders of the Jews, 
beseeching him that he would come and heal his servant.” Drank tea 
below with family. Evening per me ipsum.” 


14. Fine fair cool day. Within arranging my things having re- 
moved agreeable to new bargain at 6/ per week into second floor. The 
younger Dauter of this family is also run off secretly, leaving her 
child, father and family without any apparent regret or concern and 
for no just cause of complaint that I know of, seemingly from a 
vicious bias. Having by accident heard of her retreat, tis proposed 
tomorrow morning early if practicable to persuade her back, and tis 
my advise she be treated with the greatest gentleness to enforce which 
I shall use my rhetoric with the mother-in-law whose real wishes 
to reclaim will I fear be rendered of no effect by her great dislike, 
founded, however, on a pertinacious adherence to an unvaried course 
of folly from early youth to her present age of 24. The elder sister 
lives now in a state of folly, an alienation from her father and friends 
for an uniform conduct in the line of idleness, dissipation and almost 
any vice that disgraces the human character. Much happier is a state 
of matrimony without issue, than when accompanied by the distresses 
arising from the disgraceful infamous behaviour of a vicious off- 
spring, and I declare I had rather stand detached from intimate 
relations than converted by such melancholy ties. Evening alone. 
Began an account of my effect which I propose to make compleat, 
extending to every article however minute and valueless, proposing to 
put it on file to be inspected by my friends when I shall be dead 
and gone, that they may know the precise condition of their old 
friend at this period. Wrote the first evening in my new lodgings 
room on second floor of Mr. Joseph Poynton’s house in Orange Court 
near Leicester fields this 14th of October 82 at %4 after 8 o’clock in 
the evening. 


15. Morn and night preceeding cold air. Fair and pleasant a.m. 
Walkt out to treasury. a.m. told by Mr. Rowe no orders are to be 
delivered till the Committee, consisting of 2 members of Parliament 
Viz.: a Mr. Coke and Welmot have examined the Refugee claimers 


2. To Brother Edward Greenbury, Curwen wrote expressing regret at not hearing 
from him and urging him to write or come to tea. At the foot of the letter is added: 
“after, received an apologetical answer and sundry visits, some uninvited but not less 
welcome.” 
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and their claims, that it may probably require more time than a month, 
began to sit and act yesterday. Proceeded to Oxford Street to pay Mr. 
Danforth a visit, whilst there Mr. Hale entered. In going up I met 
many persons coming, on enquiry, found there had been an execu- 
tion of 10 felons at Tyburn. Returned and dined with the Family at 
home. A most delightful warm day. Wore for the first time my blue 
banyan for a sourtout, which I am encouraged to, being told it makes 
a very handsome fashionable one, is light and therefore more con- 
venient than my brown one that is thick and heavy. Passed p.m. and 
Evening in my room, finished examination and registering my effects 
except in small trunk consisting of curiosities &c. which I shall take a 
favorable covenient day for. 


16. Fair clear morn but cold. Walkt to Elephant stairs to enquire 
after Ship Beckford that Ebenezer West sailed in to Jamaica. She was 
not come into the river. Dined in the City. Passed evening in my 
room, tot sol. Drank tea below with family. In conversation with a 
gentleman at an ordinary I observed from him the prevailing char- 
acteristic infirmity of this nation, rendering them both envied and 
hated by Europe viz.: an overweening conceit of English bravery ac- 
companied with a contempt for other nations which in this day of 
their distress they now feel the sad and distressing effects though 
with[out| producing a reformation as far as I can perceive. ’Tis gen- 
erally believed the french and spaniards will return from before 
Gibralter on the approach of our fleet under Lord How, though they 
outnumber us by 51 to 37 Capital ships. Should a reverse to their ex- 
pectations take place, and Gibralter not be relieved, with a defeat on 
our side, I know not what rage, disappointment and dispair might be 
the internal effects. The political evils are too obvious not to seen and 
dreaded. Passing through Tooley street in the Borough, discovered 
the name of Southernwood on the door of a [illegible|makers shop, 
having knowledge of one of the same name and trade there in my first 
voyage to London 1738. I am determined to call and make enquiry 
about the family of Cottonbelt the name of the family I then staid 
with who was acquainted and connected together, and at whose home 
I passed an agreeable evening with my lodging house family. 


17. Night preceeding rain, morn cloudy, a.m. clear and cold. Paid 
Mrs. P. lodging for 8 weeks and took receipt, on new terms from 14 
instant, Viz. 6/ per week, a comfortable abatement, equally con- 
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venient and more pleasant. Walkt out to Chelsea and returned back 
by 3 o'clock, meeting Mr. Goldthwait who voluntarily engaged to 
pass P.M. with me and gave him my address, which occasioned my 
return home but he disappointed me. Drank tea alone and passed 
evening. Mrs. P. heard in the Park from Danforth an imperfect and I 
fear false report concerning Lord How’s engagement with Spanish 
&c. fleets for which see this date under political &c. [7 word].’ 


18. Darkish cloudy sky, raw air, wind Nly. Walkt out to Mr. 
Gerrards sale Firth Street, took catalogue, bought nothing. Passed 
p.M. at home. Family drank tea with me. Evening sol. 


19. Morn darkish cold. Within till p.wt. Walkt out on a visit to Mr. 
Danforth, acquainted him with Mr. and Mrs. Hays compliments and 
invitation to dinner tomorrow with me at their home No. 4 Golden 
Square. Staid with him from 4 to 8 o’clock. Returned home in a fine 
moonlight evening, air serene, and mild, wind N.Wly. Remainder 
per me ipsum. 


20. Fair cold air. Attended service at Essex house Chappell, Mr. 
Lindsay preacht from “And as he reasoned of righteousness, tem- 
perance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled and said, Go thy way 
for this time, and when I have a convenient season, I will call for 
thee.” Air at Meridian fresh and very sharp, and harsh. Dined at 
Captain Hay’s by his and her invitation 3 days since, our Company, 
Mr. Danforth and 4 others. Drank tea and passed evening. Air mod- 
erate. 


21. Cloudy dull, now and the small drisle, air mild. Took a Meridian 
walk through the park. p.m. and Evening at home. | 


22. Dull heavy damp air, drisly at times and mild. Within all day. 
p.M. Captain Coombes called and drank tea with me. Evening per me 
ipsum. 


23. Morn dullish, but mild. Walkt into City, abode 2 hours in New 
England Coffee House, read all papers. Took a bason barley broth 


3. Alongside his diary entries, Curwen kept two columns of miscellaneous matters, 
statistics, extracts, and so forth from newspapers and the like. This is one of the few 
times he refers to such extraneous matter, which consists of a report clearly taken 
from a current newspaper.: 
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and after to Treasury gave a card with my name and address to a Mr. 
Allen, Clerk to Mr. Townshend one of the Secretarys of State agree- 
able to an order from the gentleman appointed to examine the refugees 
claims in order to be questioned and enquired of respecting my merits 
and reason of my claims for a support, value of Estate and effects left 
behind, losses &c. &c. &c., and from thence to Chelsea to Mr. Bright- 
wells and further on to Mr. Codds at Battersea, where I drank tea and 
passed 2 hours. Returned back through the park in a very fine mild 
air, and arrived at home at 7 o’clock through the park, meeting none 
I knew, silently accosted by 2 or 3 females but disregarding them I 
kept on my pace leaving them to their mortifying reflection. Evening 
per me ipsum. 


24. Moderate air, wind N.Wly. Within all a.m. Walkt out to 
Captain Coombes and dined at 13 Cantons on alamode beef and 
thence into City to a bookbinder whose name is Sharp in Warwick 
Lane to engage for half binding Annual Registers. Capt. C| oombes] 


returned and drank tea with me. Evening per me ipsum. 


25. Cloudy moderate morn. Walkt on at 8 o’clock in compliance 
with a summons from Messrs. Wilmot and Coke 2 members of Par- 
liament chosen by Lords of the Treasury to examine the claims of 
the American Sufferers, state their claims and prove their vouchers, 
to attend them at the American Secretary’s office treasury house 
white hill, attended, examined and dismissed after being directed to 
bring a certificate of my being a person of propriety and of a steady 
uniform attachment to principles of loyalty which I propose to bring 
from the late provincial Secretary Mr. Flucker and < Treasurer 
Gray>. Returned home at 3 o’clock in the rain and dined; after walkt 
down as far as a Mr. Sharps a bookbinder in Warwick lane with 4 
annual registers, half bind at 2/8. Evening per me ipsum. 


26. Mild air, sky overcast. a.m. walk to 2 auction rooms, took 
catalogues and returned home seeing nothing curious to be disposed 
of. p.m. strolled into City and drank tea at S.S. Bedford Court Red 
Lion squares. Returned home at 9 o’clock. 


27. Dark damp air. Attended worship at Mr. Lindsay Chappel. He 
preached a most excellent discourse from “Teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded them and Lo, I am 
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with you alway even unto the end of the world, Amen.” On the last 
sentence, remarking / am with respects his prophetic character speak- 
ing the name of God, parallel hereto is Moses in using the same words 
to Joshua in giving his last and farewell charge; respecting the last 
words of the sentence, the end of the world, this general expression 
really denotes and should be translated the end of the age, meaning 
the present and intimate, that the extraordinary effusion of the holy 
spirit was to be confined to that period, and further that such general 
expressions relate to the subject about which they were used. Dined 
at home. Attended in p.m. at St. Martins Church, Mr. Harrison 
preacht from “O how amicable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts! 
My Soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the 
Lord; my heart and my flesh rejoyce in the living God.” Capt. 
Coombes was invited into our pew, after, he accompanied me home, 
and drank coffee with me. Passed evening partly below, being de- 
tained by attention to Capt. Morris* who with his 3 sons were in the 
parlour on a visit. Remainder per me ipsum. 


28. Dark cloudy morn, but mild. a.m. walkt to Rogers shop in 
Fleet street, the great silk waistcoat store to exchange a black mohair 
shag for black moleskin or long piled Velvet with ———, as tis so 
called by a Taylor who is about to make me one of the same Colour 
and fashion for 16/ in lieu of that returned stuff 1 34 of which of same 
quality cost me without making &c. 14/. The reason of which is this, 
the whole sale salesman procuring the various stuffs they make up at 
so much easier rate than a common buyer, can afford a garment at 
very near the price that their stuff alone would cost. Took a walk in 
the Park with some of my Countrymen. Passed p.m. and drank tea 
with Mr. Danforth who assisted me in drawing up a Certificate to 
present to the 2 Commissioners who are sitting in the affairs of us 
Refugees. In the evening Doctor Jeffries a Brother Exile called in 
and announced the arrival of an Express with the glorious and im- 
portant advices of Lord Howe’s raising Gibralter, the french and 
Spanish looking on him from Algeciras bay without even attempting 
to loose ground and meet him. An apparent proof that with 57 Capital 


4. Captain Roger Morris of New York (1727-1794). Born in England he served 
under Braddock and was at Quebec with Wolfe. During the early days of the Revolu- 
tion his wife’s estate was confiscated and he went to England with his family, where 
he died. He had two sons, Henry and Amherst, both captains in the royal navy, the 
latter named after his godfather Lord Amherst. Morris’s daughter Joanna married 
Captain Thomas Cowper Hincks of the British Dragoons and he may have been one 
of the “3 sons” Curwen mentions. 
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ships they thought themselves superior to his fleet of 37 only. Tis like- 
wise added the Spaniards by the late high wind has lost 3 large ships. 
May the devices of our unprovoked enemies ever be blasted and con- 
founded, and we still experience that kind interposing providence that 
has so often appeared in our behalf in like instances of imminent dan- 
ger when ruin and destruction seemed unavoidable. Evening alone. 


29. Dark damp air, foul weather threatening sky. Wind yesterday 
N.W. is today. Walkt to Westminster to Mr. Flucker’s to procure his 
name to my Certificate, he being absent I left it with Mrs. Flucker. 
Dined abroad. p.m. waited on Mr. Flucker, found him at home, he had 
altered my certificate from the following to the next succeeding one 
Viz.: “General Gage and Governor Oliver being absent from Lon- 
don, we the Subscribers do hereby certify, that Samuel Curwen Esq., 
late of Salem in the province of Massachusetts bay, is descended from 
an ancient and respectable family in said Province. That he has been 
Deputy Judge of Admiralty and provincial Impost Officer, and for 
near 30 years in the Commission of the peace for the County of Essex, 
had always maintained a most respectable character, and was early 
distinguished for his attachment to the establishment constitution of 
the Province, and its unreserved dependence and subordination to the 
Authority of the King and Parliament of Great Britain, and was 
esteemed a Gentleman of considerable property and fortune.—I do 
hereby certify that I have known Samuel Curwen, Esqr. of Salem, for 
the space of 30 years, that he sustained the offices of one of his 
Mayjesty’s Justices of the Peace, was a deputy Judge of the Admiralty, 
and provincial Impost Officer for the County of Essex, maintained a 
good character, was well attached to his Majesty’s government, and 
had considerable property. 

Thomas Flucker, Secretary 
October 29, 1782 of the province Massachusetts.” 
After a short abode joyned by Colonel Morrow just arrived from 
Cowbridge in Wales on the summons from the 2 Commissioners on 
the same occasions as the foregoing. Air cold, raw and somewhat 
blustering at N. Invited to tea declined, drank coffee at home and 
there passed evening. 


30. Cold dark morn, wind fresh and raw at N. Walkt into City 
and after to the treasury. Delivered to Messrs. Wilmot and Coke my 
certificate above mentioned. Dined abroad. Took a 2d walk into 
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City, returned back in a drisle. Capt. C[oombes] called and abode 
an hour, declined to stay to tea. Drank, with family below. Passed 
part of evening there. Remainder alone per me ipsum. Whilst at 
treasury Mr. Allen read minutes from the testimony of Lord Shel- 
borne with relation of Lord Howe’s [2 words], differing from all the 
newspapers to substantially the same respecting the principal facts; 
with this circumstance untold by them that Lord Howe’s fleet was 
left in sight of the combined [7 word] as the wind stood could bring 
on any engagement he pleased, they only 38 [7 word] he 34 or 35. 
This day 31st reported that Lord How was driven into the Straits 
mouth having landed only on Shipload at Gibralter, that the french 
and spaniards were determined to attack with a great superiority in 
point of numbers and force. Expectation is on tip toe to hear the 
Event of this important recounter. May we be prepared for the worst. 


31. Cloudy, brisk wind at N.W. Walkt to Chelsea on a visit to Mr. 
Timmins, found him busily engaged in packing up his goods in order 
to remove over to Wolverhampton where he is going to live and do 
business, most of his goods gone off, the house all in confusion. Re- 
turned at 1 o’clock, dined abroad. Walkt into City, sold [7 word] 
to an advantage, bought 3 Lottery tickets, Viz. 1, % and 2% of a 
ticket in State Lottery; they are very much advanced and daily rising. 
Returned home and drank tea below, of my own. Retired at usual 
hour and passed evening as usual. Yesterday, alarming fire broke out 
at a pastry cooks on Snowhill, consuming the house and all within, 
the family consisting of 7 persons, stock and furniture; one lodger 
only escaped out of a 2 pair stairs room in front by throwing himself 
out on a bed put below to receive him. 


1782, November 1. Morn cold, fair, wind fresh at W. a.m. pleasant. 
Walkt to treasury but informed by Mr. Rowe he had no cash in 
hand, directed to call next Thursday. From thence proceeded to 
City, disappointed and abused by bookbinder who like all tradesmen 
and mechanics look on promises as a circumstance of trivial concern 
in business, the breach of which incurs no guilt or shame, and in truth 
means nothing according to the rules in practice among the lower and 
middling classes, no art, device or expedient is wanting to answer a 
present purpose, nor any precaution or care sufficient to provide 
against disappointment or secure success to one’s wish. Dined abroad, 
passed 2 hours p.m. at home. Mrs. P. passed ¥, hour with me. Walkt 
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out to Pimlico and drank tea with Parson Peeters. Returned back 
through the Park at 7 o’clock. In my walk was whispered to and had 
intentions from several females, whom I deigned not to take any 
notice of. 


2. Dark cloudy, a.m. drisly, and raw air, wind at S.W. Within all 
day by the foul weather. Drank tea by invitation below. Evening 
after, as usual per me ipsum. 


3. Dark cloudy morn. Attended worship and Communion at usual 
place, Lindsay performed, text “But when Herod heard thereof, he 
said, it is John whom I beheaded; he is risen from the dead. For Herod 
himself had sent forth &c.”’ Dined at home on meat suet from Cooks 
shop. P.M. services at usual place, Mr. Lindsay preacht from “Behold, 
this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel for a 
sign which shall be spoken against; (yea a sword shall pierce through 
thine own Soul) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
After service returned home in a drisle. Mr. Mrs. P. and Mr. Abel 
drank tea with me in my room. Evening per me ipsum. 


4. Clear but cold air, wind N. Passed a.o. in errand doing and with 
more success then common. P.M. Mr. Clarke drank tea and passed till 
8 o'clock with me. Remainder as usual per me ipsum. 


s. Cold dark raw drisly morn and a.m. Walkt out to Mrs. Clarke’s 
my sempstress that is to be in Hart Street Covent Garden; remarkable 
in this that the Houses are numbered according to the tenants fancy 
only. The House wherein Mrs. C. lives the Landlady told me on 
remarking the difficulty of finding it, that her House, No. 15, was the 
first numbered in the Street and the number was taken from her fancy 
only without any regard to order, situation &c. The bad walking and 
cold rain prevents my attendance on Service, it being Gun Powder 
treason day, though to outward appearance but little regarded. Whole 
day a cold drisle. Mr. Peeters called on me. Capt. Coombes staid and 
drank tea. Evening as usual. 


6. Yesterday dined, by invitation of Mrs. Poynton the preceeding 
day, with the family below on an excellent Norwich turkey, very 
tender, juicy and well dressed, by its appearance a 15 or 16 lb. weight. 
Cold raw air, clear morn and a.m. Walkt to London, met Capt. 
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C[oombes] at Capt. Cl{ark’s] office Exchange Royal. Took him 
with me and, after dining together at eating house Change Alley, to 
my lodgings where he staid and drank tea and departed at 6. 


7. Rose early, a cold frosty night followed by a raw air in the 
day. Clear, wind fresh at N. Walkt to Redriff, bought of a Sailor ro 
lb. weight of Coffee, gave 1/6 a pound, spaired Mrs. P. 7 Ib. weight 
and kept remaining 3 for my own use. Dined abroad, in the meantime 
Mrs. P. sent up 2 slices of boyled tongue and one of current pudding 
which on my return I discovered covered up on my Table. ‘Tasted my 
coffee with family below, of my own prepared for the purpose. 


8. Clear cold air, frost. Walt to Oxford Street and after into the 
City, returned and dined at home on a poring broth my Landlady 
gave. Yesterday I saw in my Landlord’s parlour the poorest nobleman 
I believe in the 3 kingdoms, a Lord Kercudbright brought up a 
Glover and who for years workt at his trade in Glasgow, is now a 
Captain in the Kings Guard. Passing the other day a Coach I observed 
its No., 1000, the only time I ever saw the highest number, 1000 being 
just that number licensed, the next carriage that passed me was No. 2. 


g. Cold sharp piercing air just as it has been for these 4 or 5 days. 
Clear air, wind at N.E. point. This being Lord Maiors day, streets 
from Mansion house to Fleet market thronged as usual on such days. 
Abode in the City about 2 hours, dined and returned back mid p.m. 
Remainder and evening at home, sitting in my room, Mr. P. sent up 
for me to come down, on entering the parlour he brought in a new 
Grizel Wig he had unexpectedly finished, to try on which proves an 
handsome one and suits me in every respect, intending him to make 2 
or 3 more as he proves himself the best tradesman in that line I ever 
imployed, being honest and very adroit in his business. 


10. Sunday, dark, raw air, wind N.E. Attended worship at usual 
place. Usual preacher, text “Jn many things we offend all,” an excel- 
lent discourse. Dined in the house on the benevolence of my host. 
The air being chilly, the stones cold and damp, and my body thereby 
uncomfortable, I e’en kept in for the remainder of the day, drank tea, 
by invitation below. Evening per me ipsum. 


11. Cloudy dull day, less raw than lately, wind N. Received my 
order for payment at Bank of a Quarter to 10 October being the first 
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given to any Refugee on the new establishment of no deduction or 
allowance to the offer of 244 per cent, being to be paid 13 inst. of 
which the following is an excellent copy, literatim and verbatim: 
“No. 9386 G. Treasury 13th Nov. 
I7o77M 
To the Cashiers of the Bank 
Pay to Samuel Curwen Esquire or bearer Twenty five pounds 
M. Rowe 
Lee Partr. Accot.” 
Called at Captain Clarke’s office Royal Exchange for Captain 
Coombes and walkt together to sign of Custom house Thames street 
and dined on fried herrings, and after took him to my lodgings, drank 
tea, from whence he departed at 7 o’clock. Passed remainder per me 
ipsum. 


72. Dark dullish morn. Scarce so chilly an air as before. Walkt to 
London, paid a visit of 2 hours to Mrs. Hay, again invited to call and 
take a dinner as may suit. Saw 2 baggs indian corn, took away a few 
grains; invited to dine on pudding made of it when ground and promist 
some of the meal. Returned home at 2 o’clock. Delivered Mr. Mur- 
chison, Taylor, my black shaggreen waistcoat to lengthen. Took a 
second walk into the City as far as old Hicks Hall, [7 word]. Eve- 


ning as usual. 


13. Clear cold air still, went down to Bank and received the un- 
necessary. Paid off Mrs. C. my Taylors bill and bought 3 chances in 
s brookes scheme. Returned back at 2 o’clock. Walkt for the 
3d time into the City this day, on an intended tea visit to Mrs. Snelson; 
found 2 ladies with her and all engaged at Mrs. Councill’s, invited to 
accompany her which declined, and after viewing Mr. Snelson’s 
flatting millworks took my leave of them and came home, where I 
found Capt. C[ oombes] who passed an hour with me alone. 





74. Clear air, air chilly but pleasant. Walkt to London, visited at 
Mr. Heards, Clarencieux King of Arms, Herald’s Office, he absent, 
she received me very politely and freely engaged to persuade Mr. 
Heard to introduce me into the Tyring room to see the King robe 
and to see him on the throne in the house of Lords the first day of 
Session of Parliament. Waited on Mr. Bigland the garter King of 
Arms who informed me my Silver Seal though containing more lines 
and lozenges in the field than his exemplar from the books was im- 
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material; fretty is not confined to any certain number of lines &c. but 
may be as numerous as the field can bear or fancy choose. On speak- 
ing also to him of my request to be introduced he engaged to speak 
to Mr. Heard. Between both I hope for a success as to them I was 
introduced in Westminster Hall at Dutchess of Kingston’s trial some 
years since. Afterwards went to Sherman’s office and bought 2 
Chances at 4/ each with each a chronological table. p.m. at home 
except a short walk to Buckingham street, York Buildings Strand. 
Evening as usual. 


15. Morn cold raw air, clear. Walkt to City. Called and left a note 
at Capt. C[arke’s] office for Captain Coombes, exchanged an annual 
Register for one of same binding with my sett at Mr. Sewall’s Book- 
seller Corn Hill. Dined abroad. Returned home by 3 o’clock and 


remained. 


16. Same as yesterday, wind N. Walkt into City, dined abroad. 
Returned home between 2 and 3 o’clock and there remained. Mr. 
Revd. William Clarke drank tea with me by invitation. 


17. Morn clear, after closed in, air very raw and pinching, wind N. 
Attended worship at usual place, a Doctor Disney from Newark on 
Trent preacht a most edifying, useful pleasing discourse from “By 
honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report, as deceivers 
and yet true,” wherein he showed that all who do pay a conscientious 
regard to the duties of religion will bring on themselves sneers, re- 
proach, and censure from the world. Dined abroad and after took 
walk to see the destruction by fire in Prince and Garrard Streets, of 
seven houses, yet burning, though more than 48 hours since it began. 
Being taken in a drown, was hindered thereby from attending service 
as intended. Capt. C[oombes] called and drank tea with me. Passed 
part evening below. 


78. Morn rainy, air not so harsh. Within all day except a short 
excursion to Buckingham street Strand. Dined at home, Capt. C. 
dined at my table on his own provision, passed p.m. and drank tea 
with me. Evening as usual. 


19. Cloudy, at Meridian dark, raw. Walkt into City, stopt in at 
Guild Hall, where the State Lottery is drawing, for a few minutes 
only, proceeded to Moorfields, thence back to New Lloyds Coffee 


872 November 1782 LONDON 


House, read the news and from thence home, having just called and 
took a dinner en passant. Drank chocolate at home. This evening 
began a course which I propose unalterably to make a daily practice 
and note it that I may see my proficiency, should life, health and 
opportunity be continued, at the end of 6 months enjoying every 
desirable advantage towards the furtherance of my wishes. 


20. Morn cloudy, awoke with head ach, nervous, that threatens a 
lasting continuance. Air milder and damp, wind Wly. p.m. walkt into 
City, called at Mr. C., drank tea with Reverend W. Clarke with a 


violent nervous head ach still on. 


21. Cloudy, dark raw air. Confined by an increased distressing 
nervous head ach which kept me from enjoying even a wink of sleep 
the last night. p.m. Capt. C. and Mr. W. C[larke] called on me and 
drank tea. Pain about 5 o’clock a little abated. Evening as usual. Land- 
lord and Landlady each paid me a sick visit in course of day. 


22. Cold, cloudy, confined still by same distressing cause. At Me- 
ridian an abatement though enough still remains to prevent attention 
to any subject. My hosts were kind enough to furnish me this and pre- 
ceding day with a light dinner meal from their table for which I 
acknowledge thanks. 


23. Sull very cold raw air, greater in degree than common. Dull 
cloudy sky. Sun now and then appears, a very dim sight of himself or 
rather his face in the heavens. Walkt into City, abode 2 hours at New 
England Coffee House. Read newspapers. Took a bason of soup, 
heard much politics and said nothing. Reported that Lord Shelburne 
informed the Bank directors that Parliament is put off sitting for 8 or 
10 days, expecting by that time some determination of the Com- 
missioners at Paris respecting a general peace. The day for meeting 
was 26 November. Put off to 5 December. p.m. at home. S. Peeters 
called and abode ¥, hour declining to stay to tea. Evening alone, air 
raw, head ach on going abed made a faint attack. 


24. Clear very raw air, wind N.W. Attended worship at usual 
place, usual preacher, entertained with a most curious, useful and 
excellent discourse from “Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted of the Devil,” wherein he proved to his 


LONDON November 1782 873 


satisfaction that the whole was a visionary scene, though wrote in a 
narrative historical style and in exact conformity to the other visions 
and scenical representations in Ezekiel, apocalypse &c. Seeing Cap- 
tain Morris I beckoned him into our pew. After service by his invita- 
tion walkt over to his house in Lambeth and there abode an hour 
discoursing on the subjects of Hebrew language, wherein he is an 
ingenious proficient, Trinity, &c. &c. Returned, dined at usual place 
and spoilt my dinner by eating a slice of apple pye which did not 
relish for want of the [gs? | of sugar. p.m. attended at same place, but 
by a too common absence I lost the text and by an insuperable heavi- 
ness and absence of thought, the subject. At my return informed 
Capt. C. through impatience had departed, our service not ending in 
near an hour after the St. Martin’s, our service scarce beginning for 
the conclusion of theirs. Drank tea by invitation with Company 
below. 


25. Foggy, dark raw day, wind N.Wly. Walkt into City, called at 
Mr. Heards house, Heralds office for an answer to my request of 
being introduced into King’s attyring room, to see him robe and after 
on the throne in the House of Lords. Received from his wife the fol- 
lowing: he was deeply pledged to many, if possible, as ’tis not im- 
probable some one may fail of attending in that case I may depend on 
a vacant berth. From thence to sundry places, at length home opprest 
with a nervous head ach which attacks me very lately more frequent 
than for 18 months past. Remainder of time at lodgings per me ipsum. 


26. Clear, cold air. St. James Canal frozen hard enough to bear 
skating on; in passing by saw several lads thereon skimming along the 
glassy surface; in general maladroit performers of that healthy act, 
here. Visited at Mr. Peeters in Pimlico, made a short abode he being 
engaged. Took Mr. Atkins’ a poor suffering friendless American 
home, gave him a dinner and dish of tea. Capt. C. joyned us at the 
latter. They departed at 7 o’clock. Passed ¥, hour below. Remainder 
of Evening as usual. 


27. Cold, raw, darkish smoaky air. At Meridian walkt into City, 
and dined on fried Cod at Sign of Custom house with Capt. C. Re- 
treated thence to my Lodgings where we drank Coffee. My Com- 
panion retired at 9 o'clock, leaving me as usual, to my Evening 

1. Probably Gibbs Atkins of Boston (ca. 1740-1806). 
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meditations. Memo: awaked this morn with threatning symptoms of 
a dreaded nervous head ach which an abstinence from food and ac- 
tion till Meridian happily prevented. Last evening surprized by a 
relation of my wife’s arrival in England, brought by Mr. William 
Clarke from Revd. Samuel Peeters who told him he was told it by 
several persons who visited him; a few minutes consideration satis- 
fyed me of its improbability, arising from her timidity and prudence; 
knowing my inability to support her here on my scanty allowance 
barely sufficient with the most rigid economy to maintain even myself 


singly. 


28. Pleasant moderate air, yet somewhat nipping. Walkt to St. 
James market, and bought 4 a quartern of rye flour to make a hasty 
pudding. In talk the Corn Chandler informed me the Queen always 
eat rye bread, having been used to it in her own Country. In answer I 
said and so do I, preferring that grain to all others. ‘Threatning symp- 
toms of an head ach, I dined on water chocolate and after walkt into 
City, odd sundry errands, and brought up in New Lloyds Coffee 
House filled, as usual, with merchants, Brokers &c. Read the news and 
returned home at 4 o’clock. Supt early on rye half price, for the rea- 
son that determined choice of that dinner. Passed evening according 
to custom. Memo: newspapers filled with contradictory texts about 
peace, its likelihood and the contrary, and the preliminary terms. We 
are all on the tiptoe of expectation, some hope, others fear, and all 
have reason to dread a continuance of this nefarious, ill omened, ill 
judged, distracted quarrell. An end of this war will delay, but 
nothing near prevent the ruin of this Nation. The execrable public 
debt has really overthrown the constitution, the dreadful effects will 
too soon be obvious to the most incredulous and heavily felt by the 
most undescerning and plumpest contractor and monied man on 
Change in the Bank or the overgrown Nobleman indulging himself 
in all the excesses of wanton luxury in his princely seat in the Country. 


29. Cloudy, somewhat moderate, no frost preceeding night as for 
many of foregoing. Head ach still hangs about me, very distressing. 
Confined thereby. Very tiresome and tedious. Mrs. P. paid me an 
hour’s visit. P.M. on a message Capt. C. called and drank tea. 


30. Cloudy, rainy appearance. Air moderate, continued a damp 
drisly day ad extremum. Dined, passed p.m., drank tea at Captain 
Hay’s by a general invitation. Arrived at home just at 9 o’clock. De- 
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clined a supper. She informed me of a letter received from her sister 
Dolly at Boston. My friends, if I have any there, and acquaintance, 
have their reasons for neglecting me, I strongly suspect, and have all 
along thought my affairs are going wrong, and am long since pre- 
pared for the intelligence they are reluctant to communicate. 


December 1, 1782. Clearish air, somewhat milder. At Meridian 
chilly and raw. Attended worship and communion at usual place. Mr. 
Lindsay as usual preached and performed, text “And Paul said, I 
would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, 
were both almost and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.” 
I observed amongst my fellow Communicants a Councillor at law, 
whom I have often seen at Westminster Hall. Dined in my own home, 
a violent pain and swelling in my cheek and upper lip confined me 
within the remainder of the day. Capt. C. called and drank tea; de- 
parted at 8 o’clock. Following night sleepless. 


2. Cloudy, dull dark morn. Weather and indisposition still con- 
fines me. At Meridian my Landlady kindly sent me up a bason of 
broth and after passed an hour with me. My pain and swelling 
abated, a comfortable day though solitary. Drank a dish of Coffee 
by myself. 


3. Fair pleasant day. Within till after dinner at home. Walkt into 
City, read news at New England Coffee House, abode there 2 hours. 
Copied out Secretary Townshend’s letter to Lord Maior which see 
In page 26-7." 


4. Dull dark damp air, cold and raw. Walkt to Herald’s office, de- 
tained 3 hours by Mr. Heard and at length departed with a discourag- 


1. The letter, with its introductory statement was as follows: 
Decr. 3. Yesterday Vergennes Secry brot intelligence that Great Britain and 13 
United States signed a provisional treaty which see below, whereupon stocks rose 5 
percent and after fell 2, here follows the letter: 
“My Lord Whitehall the 3rd Decr 1782 
In consequence of my letter to your Lordship of 22 Novr. last month, I take 
the earliest opportunity of acquainting you that a messenger is this moment 
arrived from Paris with an account of provisional articles having been signed 
the 30 Novr. by his Majesty’s Commissioners and the Commissioners of the 
United States of America to be imprinted in and constitute a treaty of peace, 
which is to be concluded when terms of a peace shall be agreed upon between 
Great Britain and France. 
I am etc. I. Townshend 
Right hon. Lord Maior” 
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ing answer. Dined abroad p.m. at home and Evening. Capt. C. drank 
tea with me, invited him to a dinner of fried tripe on friday next. 


s. Moderate but dark. a.m. walkt to Waghorne’s Coffee House Old 
Palace yard by appointment and after 3 hours waiting, informed by 
Mr. H[eard] he couldn’t introduce me to see the King robe and sit 
on the Throne. Returned home and passed remainder of time there. 
Standing at a window in [Carsons?] saw the King enter house of 
Lords; he was clothed in green laced with gold and returned in red, 
laced, it being the custom, it seems, for him to change his garments, 
on return in a different suit from that he goes in. The tail of his wig 
was in a broad flowing loose manner in his return, called the Corona- 
tion tail. His abode in the Lords Chamber was scarcely exceeding Y, 
hour to robe, unrobe, sit on the throne, and read his speech, which 
report says contains 11 pages; not very long however, if they be of the 
common Chancery pages as established by law. The contents of it are 
generally known beforehand; being read in the privy Council at the 
Cockpit the evening before, ’tis said from the throne, and com- 
municated even before that, so the public know or presume to know 
the general drift of it. Mr. Clarke drank coffee with me. Remainder 
per me ipsum. As one proof among many that might be given of the 
restraint and disguise of real sentiments that Courtiers from the high- 
est character in the presence Chamber to the lowest lounger and at- 
tendant at ministerial levees, take the following: When the King 
found himself obliged to take new ministers and give up Lord North 
and his associates, tis notorious twas abhorent to the royal mind and 
being naturally of a pertinaceous and obstinate temper was with the 
utmost dificulty brought to yield a reluctant consent. On the first 
Court day after the appointment and he in a manner forced out of 
his closet into the room of Audience, He received his new servants 
with a smile and transacted business with them after, with as much 
seeming cordiality and openness as if they had been all along in his 
favour and in his most intimate councils, so seemingly satisfyed and so 
serene was the Royal Countenance that all the newspapers sounded 
forth the gracious Monarch’s obliging condescending goodness to 
the public wishes, though nothing was further from his heart, had 
not the necessity of his affairs compelled him thereto. At the same 
time coming up to Mr. Wilkes and addressing him, said he was glad of 
the opportunity to thank him for his very proper and laudable be- 
haviour in the late riot; took notice of his looks, which indicated a 
want of health, advised him to a Country air and exercise, which said 
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the King, I find by experience an excellent expedient to procure and 
preserve health; and all this with the same appearing sincerity as if 
they had been in a continued course of paying and receiving compli- 
ments, congratulations and acknowledgments for mutual kindnesses 
and good offices, though all the World knows there was not a man in 
the 3 Kingdoms the King more thoroughly hated nor whom he had 
taken more foolish and unsuccessful pains to ruin. The abovemen- 
tioned interview being mentioned in company, Mr. Wilkes took oc- 
casion to remark in the following words: D me to have heard 
him one would have thought I had consulted a Quack on the score 


of my health. 





6. Cloudy and dark, rawish. Wind as for 2 or 3 days past E. and 
N.Ely. Walkt into City to read King’s speech declaring his offer of 
independancy to America and his hopes of a general peace. A good 
speech. Returned back at 1 o’clock. Capt. C. dined with me at home 
on fried tripe. Drank tea and departed at 7 o’clock. Remainder alone. 


7. Dark drisly dampish air, wind Ely. Took a Meridian walk round 
the Park. Saw not a person I knew, very few being there. p.m. walkt 
into City as far as Broad Street. Called for a few moments at New 
England Coffee House, absent near 2 hours. Drank a dish of raw tea, 
alone, and continued so remainder of evening. 


8. Dark cloudy morn, air raw, wind Sly. Attended worship at 
usual place, usual preacher, text “For our rejoycing is this, the Testi- 
mony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not 
with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God we have had our con- 
versation in the World.” Dined at home and abode thereat the re- 
mainder of the time. Capt. C. called, drank tea and staid with me tall 
8 o'clock. From lighting him out I turned into my Landladys parlour 
but the unsociability I there observed soon drove me back. Within a 
few weeks an alteration in my hostess treatment, not of the pleasing 
kind, has taken place, not however gross, rather neglectful, but little 
affecting me, as no fault on my side has produced it as far as I can, on 
an impartial review of my own conduct, judge, and to indulge a con- 
cern for a capricious change in another’s temper is a weakness I am 
not liable to. 


9. Dark cloudy cold morn, air damp wind N.E. Within till after 
dinner. p.m. walkt into City as far as Says to ingage the weekly crafts- 
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man containing the parliamentary debates. From there directly home 
being all my outgoings that day. Air very sharp, of which my fingers 
sadly complained. Remainder per me ipsum. It has been my settled 
practice to defer my political enquiries to the end of the week, taking 
them in a lump, the forementioned paper containing the foregoing 
weeks debates, and therefore during the session I am Mr. Says weekly 
customer, being well known at the office. 


10. Dark, dull cloudy, cold air and damp, wind at Ely. point as 
usual. Within all day. Mrs. P. passed 4 hour in my room, That ex- 
cepted, I was all day alone. 


77. Same air and wind as far many days past in a.M. Walkt into City, 
stopt at Hutchins auction room, took a catalogue of his coins and 
medals to be sold tomorrow and examined a few pieces of each. Dined 
abroad and read newspapers. Paid Mr. Wiswall a visit at his lodgings 
in Fleet street. Returned home at 3 o’clock, then abode remainder of 
the time. 


12. Same as yesterday, chilly raw and dark at E. Walkt to Hutchins 
sale of Coins and medals, a collection in excellent preservation, but 
my prudence operating very strongly upon me I restrained my long- 
ing desires to buy and sat a silent spectator, taking down the prices on 
my Catalogue; and at 3 o’clock withdrew, not a little pleased at myself 
government. My long sitting and attention bought on a giddiness 
when I came into the open air which had like to have tumbled me 
sprawling in the streets but by good providence it passed off, and I 
arrived at home safe and eating a warm bason of pease soup, soon be- 
came as usual, comfortable, easy and cheerful. Capt. C. drank tea with 
me, departed at 8 o’clock. Rainy evening. 


13. Clear sun shone very pleasantly. Rays at this season seem to 
strike the Eye of Spectator nearly on a level or horizontal, the altitude 
of Sun at miday at this midwinter season being to appearance much as 
at 2 hours before sunset, or rather later in our latitude in same season. 
Visited Mr. Hughes by invitation, dined and staid till 4 o’clock. De- 
parted, drank tea at home per me ipsum. After my arrival received a 
post letter of invitation to dinner next Tuesday at Mrs. Hay’s, Soho 
Square. 2 iroiretsop segrachsid, after my return home, fo eht esool 
knid edam em evisneherppa fo a noititeper ni eht thing, ot diova dloc 






; 
| 


| 
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dna senkrad 1 tob a shur eldnac and kcurts pu a elbatrofmoc erif, 
illippah i ial debrutsidnu. A warm or rather moderate night. 


14. Fair mild air in morn. Walkt into City as far as Say’s printing 
office Ave Maria lane, to take 2 Craftsmen. From thence to Exchange 
where I met Capt. C. I took him home to dine with me on fried tripe 
and staid to tea and departed at 8 o’clock. Reported this day that 
Commodore Eliot has fallen in with the french St. Domingo fleet, one 
of which a prize to the Rainbow is arrived at Minehead North Devon. 
The prize master related that the Commodore was left chasing them. 
"Tis also reported that the Ville de Paris is arrived at St. Michaels and 
the 2 frigates are gone with stores for her. Passed 4 hour below with 
my Landlord whois a firm believer in the intelligence he receives from 
his political customers whom he waits on at their houses. Nor credits 
what comes from any other quarter; closes generally his relations with 
declaring himself to be no politician, and professes to judge only by 
the rules of common sense to which he appeals, and seems to think 
they always support his opinions. 


15. Sunday, raw, dark and drisly, and being indisposed, confined 
myself within all day. During service time sitting with Mrs. P. in this 
parlour, she invited me to dine, accepted a most excellent loyn of veal, 
large, white, tender, and juicy. It was Mrs. P.’s remark that the present 
was the first whole loyn her husband who is the Caterer for the family 
ever since her marriage* brought into the house. At 3 o’clock retired, 
the family being invited out to tea. Drank coffee in my room per me 


_ ipsum: Memo:* 9g years since. 


16. Sky milky, dim sun, air rawish, At Meridian took a walk round 


_ St. James Park entering from Treasury, through bird cage walk, and 
down the wall out at Spring Gardens, absent about 14 hour. Saw no 


Americans. p.m. walkt into City, informed at Lottery office that 2 of 
3 tickets blank, 3d undrawn. Drank tea below by invitation. Eve in 


_ my own room. Sole. Last Saturday P.M. received from a Cumber- 


lander a note informing of Miss Curwen the said Cumberland heiress 


_ late marriage with a Mr. Christian, possessing a small estate adjoyning 


to her own, and the place of their present abode in London Viz: at a 
Mr. Christians Linen Draper, corner Craven Street, Strand. Memo: 
The marriage was performed and consummated in Scotland. 
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17. Cold, raw, dark drisly morn. Within till Meridian. Walkt first to 
Horse guards to compare the clock with my watch, it being a very 
good standard. From thence into City to a dinner at Captain Hay’s. 
Stopt in at New England Coffee House where meeting Mr. Danforth 
under same engagement abode there till 3 o'clock and thence to my 
destination. Company a Mr. Burgess,wife and dauter, he a Contractor 
for hats and stockings and warm opposer of American independence, 
asserting a great majority of the people in England abhor the idea, 
which Mr. Danforth silently controverts; declares they will forcibly 
oppose the plan; thinks the minister who attempts it deserves the 
gallows and will joyn in bringing him to it, with this resolve only 
should Lord North and a great majority of Parliament coincide, then 
twould be proper for the nation to acquiesce. Gives all who have suc- 
ceeded Lord North and his associates in ministry the appellation of 
every character denoting his abhorrence of them. Dined, drank tea, 
played cards, and supped. Departed homewards at 12 o’clock. Dinner 
boyled turkey and Oyster sauce, a fine fillet of 12 or 14 lb. weight 
roast veal, a vension pye, Lemon pudding &c. 


18. Mild damp air, sky milky, overspread with thin clouds. At 
Meridian took a circuit’s ramble round St. James Park, taking Mr. A. 
with me proceeded over Westminster Bridge, thence to Ordinary, 
thence to my lodgings where we abode and drank tea. Revd. W. 
Clarke called in but soon departed. Capt. C. after arrived and drank tea 
and together with Mr. A. departed at 8 o’clock. A mail from York. 
In walking through the Kings Mews this day it occurred to memory 
that Arthur Savage whose information had almost without exception 
proved ungrounded that the King had daily in service 40 Coaches, 
Chaises &c., the greatness of the number staggered my belief when 
told. This day on asking a servant replyed he could not tell but be- 
lieved scarce less than 14 of that number and recommended a Coach- 
man standing near who said he could not justly say, but he was very 
sure nothing like that number was ever in use and a fellow standing by 
took up the conversation and said he fancied he could tell much better 
than either of them to whom I had applied, adding he was a servant to 
the King’s Coachmaker and was always employed about one or other 
of them, said about 5 or 6 was in daily use belonging to the Queen, 
often not so many (on hers is a cypher CR and her family arms im- 
proving the left half of the field, this of the present Royal family 
quartered with England the right hand half) one being allotted to the 
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ladies of the bed Chamber, one to the Ladies of honour, one to her 
Majesty’s master of the horse, the others reserved for the Queen’s own 
particular use. 


19. Fine clear mild air. Took an early a.m. walk to Capt. C. lodgings 
at Dockhead; accompanied by him I returned and entered the Court 
martial on General Murray at Horse guards, abode there 2 hours. At 
3 Court adjourned, returned to Eating house and from thence home 
where Capt. C. soon after dinner came, drank tea and departed at 8 
o'clock. Having received some proof of his Free Mason profession, I 
workt a small part with him for the first time. 


20. Fine clear mild air. At 1 o’clock I walkt out to General Court 
Martial on General Murray and abode in the croud for 2 hours till the 
adjournment at 3 o'clock. In the coarse of the trial a Witness in 
favour of the impeached had been several times called for on account 
of some privateers he was accused of being concerned in, particularly 
the Hannah a private ship of war after bought for service of govern- 
ment. Sir William Draper proposed that the Witness should be asked 
wether General Murray had received any profits on the sale of the 
prize goods; the demand threw the General Murray into an apparent 
embarrassment, and cast a concern on his face to me very plainly to be 
_ seen but his witness whose name was McNeal with an unblushing un- 

embarast and brazen countenance relieved his friend by giving a direct 
| _ negative. Sir William expressing great astonishment in his looks, turn- 
_ ing to him asked “do you upon oath say that you do not know that 
General Murray had any profits arising from the sale of prize goods” 
which he repeatedly said he did not know he had and repeated to the 
_ same question again asked which seemed to put Sir William into an 
| agitation. This thorough paced Witness seemed determined not to do 
his work by halves. I know not what effect a true answer to that 
— question would have had, but it seems it might have lead to an enquiry 
that General Murray would perhaps be glad to prevent. Dined abroad. 
_ Walkt into City, took Says Craftsman, finished my progress at New 
England Coffee House, no news. Called at Mr. Snelson’s on an in- 
tended visit, both absent. Returned home and passed evening Sol. 
| Gnivah edam im fles a etalp fo itsah eyr gniddup. 






21. A milky sky, and dim sun. Mr. W. Clarke the young Parson 


_ having called upon me, it seems, with a view to ask some favour, as he 
| 
) 
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expresst in a note he wrote at my lodgings on a paper I gave him, Com- 
pany being then with me, intending to call the next morning to which 
I assented by a nod, he being extremely deaf, but being under a prior 
engagement to Capt. C. one of my Company who soon after remind- 
ing me of it, by a note left at my lodgings the next morning, I informed 
Mr. C. thereof. The disappointment has, it seems, so offended the 
young Parson that he neglects to call upon me, though desired that 
he would defer his visit till tea time when and where I requested his 
return. I enter this for my own satisfaction that in case the affair be 
mentioned I may recollect the circumstances that may otherwise 
probably slip my frail memory. This happened day before yesterday. 
Attended the Court martial, at horse guards; in the Course of this days 
evidence it appears that Sir William Draper catches hold of every 
circumstance that can possibly admit of the least complaint, and what 
mans conduct who is possessed of discretionary powers does not; at 
least it appears General Murray has not acted a base repacious part nor 
tyrannical at least not seemingly beyond the limits of his written 
Commission as Governor and Vice Admiral of the island and its de- 
pendencies; prudently saving appearances. In the issue by the Com- 
pexion of Facts at this stage, with anticipation, I fancy he may acquit 
himself, if not with great honour, at least without blame, nor perhaps 
may Sir William incur the disgraceful blame of Admiral Keppells 
accuser Sir Henry Palliser. The prosecution of both really proceeded 
from the same general cause, a real dislike; the accuser of each, in other 
respects, stood under very different predicaments. Drank tea and 
passed Eve alone. : 


22. Milky sky, dim Sun, air mildish. Attended worship at usual 
place, usual preacher, text and subject really forgotten. Dined abroad. 
p.M. at home, Capt. C. drank tea and passed evening till 8 o’clock. 
Remainder alone. If ’'m not mistaken the following were the words 
of text, “Jesus answered, neither hath this man sinned nor his Parents; 
but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.” 


23. Same as yesterday. At Meridian walkt to Horse Guard, staid 2 
hours at General Murray’s trial. Letters between the parties were read 
that manifested sufficiently mutual heart burnings and antipathies. 
Court adjourned to day after Christmas. Retreated to my common 
Ordinary. from thence home where I passed remainder of day and 
evening per me ipsum, being disappointed of seeing Mr. P. who 
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promist to call at tea time; having before I went to Horse Guard walkt 
into City, called on Brother Greenbury and left a card of invitation 
for 2 days which having forgotten that it was Christmas must rectify 
that mistake by appointing another day—which I did the following 
day. 


24. Air mild, sky as usual in this season, milky. Dim sun, but Merid- 
ian walkt into City, loitered in Park for an hour, after a delay of 4 
that time in Dodsleys book shop Pall, reading news, am informed by 
him that Annual Register does not come out till end of next month. 
The compilers he pretends not to know, about which I earnestly en- 
quired. Dined abroad, Capt. C. and Rev'd W. C[larke] drank tea with 
me and departed at 7 o’clock. Passing the Strand, I observed a satyric 
print called Raising the Royal George, alluding to the proposal or talk 
of raising the first rate ship of that name most unfortunately overset 
in Portsmouth harbour a few months since; the main figures a man’s 
face resembling the King with a Croun on his head, his hand extended 
denoting supplication, both just above the surface of the water. To 
the different parts of his body under the surface are fastened ropes in 
the hands of 4 figures in a Ship’s boat as if in the action of hoisting. 
From the mouths of each are labels with words expressing the sound 
commonly made by sailors when raising an anchor, hoisting sails, or 
raising heavy bodies out of the hold. In the water at a distance from 
the King’s head is the busto length of a face resembling Lord Mans- 

_ field, in a diving bell, having a Judge’s wig, and robed; the label 
issuing from his mouth I will dive tho’ I am a judge. The figure de- 
signed for Lord Sandwich late first Lord of Admiralty having hold of 


a rope in the action of hoisting with the label from his mouth: 





_ 25. Christmas. Attended worship at our Chappell, Mr. Lindsay 
_ preacht an excellent discourse from 1 verse of 1 Ch. St. Matthew, “The 
_ book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of 
Abraham,” or the pedigree of Jesus Christ, which reading he observed 

_ was more just and the latter part of the [phrase? | if always thus ex- 
_ pressed would be more characteristic of him as the anointed, as the 
Messiah of God. He made, as he ever does, several very apposite re- 

_ marks, that as common have slipt out of my frail memory. Perhaps, 
said he, it may be asked why I observe this day when the certainty of 
the time of his birth cant be determined on, especially as it seems the 
| more probable opinion that it was in September, to which he an- 


| 


: 








— 
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swered, if those whom I serve in the gospel are desirous of keeping any 
particular days or days besides the Lords, for religious purposes I 
shall always gladly embrace the occasions of keeping up a spirit of 
seriousness and devotion, especially those relative to the great events 
of our blessed Saviour whose life and conduct ought to be the peculiar 
study of his professed followers, neglecting to consider the duty of 
regarding [2 words] or its observance. I recollect he remarked that 
of the intermediate ancestors of Christ, David is only mentioned with 
his first, Abraham is thus that the Son of David is a characteristic mark 
of the Messiah. Dined by invitation at my Landlords table, drank tea, 
passed p.m. and evening, being the first whole half day since my re- 
moval into my present room, and for a great rarity is the first day 
wherein more or less money did not pass out of my pocket. Memo: 
took a Meridian walk through the Park and being a mild pleasant day, 


found the walks uncommonly filled. 


26. Mild milky sky, wind at N.W. Dined below at Landlords table 
by a 2’d invitation, on roast fowl, ham, cold goose and heated plum 
pudding. Afterwards walkt into City, taking Capt. C. along with me. 
Meeting Mr. Palmer invited him to tea. S. Sparhawk joined us and 
abode till 9 o’clock, telling me a deal of news relating to America and 
Refugees, of which he is always full. 


27. Cloudy dull day, rainy appearance, damp air, wind N.W. 
Walkt into City, told at Wenham’s Lottery office that my number is 
a blank which shuts up my prospects for this year. My whole adven- 
ture in this years 2 lotteries prove as usual, blank. Dined abroad, seeing 
a Countryman named Atkins, invited him to tea, he abode tll 8 
o'clock. 


28. Milky sky, dimmish sun, mild air. Awaked with nervous head- 
ach, confined thereby till 12 o’clock. Capt. C. called, accompanied by 
him I walked round the Park, from thence to Ordinary, passed P.M. 
and evening at home, my said Companion with me. Papers announce 
the Refugees forsaken or neglected by Lord Shelburne and his Com- 
peers. The gratitude of Courts ought to be reckoned among the non- 
entitys of Lord Rochesters lists. For my own part I am too far down 
the hill of life to be much distressed at the events of a peace with 
America on any terms or a continued war. Let the younger look to it. 
This day compleats my Sixty seventh year, with more propriety than 
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Jacob I may truly say “Few and evil have been the days of the years of 
my life.” God best knows when a period will be put to them, how- 
ever ill provided I may be, so dark and gloomy is the prospect that I 
know not wether the summons for my departure would, should I have 
time to collect my thoughts, be overpowering. Its suddenness I dep- 
recate not; may I not be unprovided. Very soft fine air, wind at S.W. 


29. Milky sky, soft air, wind as yesterday. Walkt to White Chappell 
to hear Doctor Cornwallis Bishop of Litchfield and Coventry preach 
a charity sermon, text “Blessed is he that considereth the Poor.” A 
crouded assembly, a seasonable, useful discourse. In mid-service, 
standing with Capt. C. in great aisle, an elderly gentlemen invited me 
into his pew, to my no small relief, being thoroughly tired of standing. 
The female pew opener neglected her promise. After service retired to 
a new Ordinary. p.m. at Gray’s Chappell, after a turn in the garden. A 
Mr. Garden the lecturer preached from “Behold, a virgin shall be 
with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they call his name Imman- 
uel.” From Church home, where we drank tea; Capt. C. departing at 8 
o'clock. 


30. Dullish damp air, but mild. This day settled all accounts with 
my Landlady. Paid and took receipts in full, to the amount of 7:16: 10. 
Am now entirely free from all demands on this side the water, and 
besides, am entitled to make a few in my own favour. At Meridian 
walkt out with Mr. Wiswall who called on me, as far as Mount and 
Pagos Tower hill, taking Capt. C. in our way down. Returning to- 
gether as far as Top of Cheapside we parted, the former going through 
St. Paul’s churchyard, we in Holborn to an Ordinary, where we dined 
together and separated, he homeward, and I the same, in a contrary 
direction. Remainder of time per me ipsum. 


31. Milky sky, mild air. Wind N.W. Meridian walk in Park with R. 
Lechmere and a Mr. Russell. Dined abroad. Capt. C. and Brother 
Greenborough passed evening. Went through a private lecture in free 
Masonry much to my emolument and content. Finis. 
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1783 January the first. Darkish cold and piercing air, wind N.W. 
Walkt to Horse Guards, thence to Toulmins shop to compare the 
Regulation with the former and both with my watch. Thence to Lon- 
don, to inquire about Political magazine and so on; arrived at my 
hosiers; thence forward home. Dined by invitation below, being new 
year’s day. Called down to tea, and abode till 8 o’clock. Remainder 
per me ipsum. 


2. Sky milky, air clearish and somewhat nipping though at midday 
pleasant and frosty. At Meridian walkt in the Park, Mr. A. and myself 
dined together at Ordinary and afterwards took him home. Captain 
Hay called and drank tea with us; they departed at 7 o’clock. "Tis 
reported that the Gloriana and Ville de Paris is safe arrived in a port, 
not declared, left the French taking advantage of their distressed con- 
dition and had saved [7 or 2 words] possession before our convoy 
destined to joyn should arrive there. May this prove a true intelligence 
and they be safely conducted into our harbours. Memo: a report with- 
out grounds. 


3. Dark, cloudy raw air, wind N. Within all a.m. At Meridian walkt 
in Park, dined abroad. Meeting Capt. C. at Ordinary he accompanied 
me home and drank tea and passed part of Evening in going through 


first Free Mason Lecture or [EAL? ]. 


4. Moist heavy air, wind at S., rainy appearance. Within till 2 
o'clock, walkt to Toulmins to correct my old watch which stopt. 
That evil soon remedied and without cost or delay received it from 
Mr. Higginson’s hands. Yesterday for the first time put on my winter 
shirts, or changed my linnen from irish cloth to cotton, Dined in my 
room per me ipsum. Passed remainder of time unwell, evitsoc slewob, 
yrd suovren h.a. 


5. Soft, damp air, rainy aspect, wind S.Wly. Attended at usual 
place. Communion Day. Mr. Lindsay officiated. Doctor Disney 
preacht an excellent discourse from “And this I pray, that your love 
may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment, 
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RECEPTION OF TIE AMERICAN LOYALISTS BY GREAT BRITAIN, 
+ 


IN THE YEAR 1783, I 


Reception of the American Loyalists by Great Britain in the Year 1783, en- 
graved by H. Moses after Benjamin West. Britania, supported by Religion 
and Justice, offers protection to the loyalists at whose head stands Sir William 
Pepperell, hand stretched out to the Crown. West and his wife appear at the 
extreme right. In the cloud above are the Geniuses of Great Britain and 
America binding up the broken fasces, symbolic of the treaty of peace. This 
scene appears in the background of a portrait of John Eardley Wilmot, the 
commissioner appointed in 1783 to adjust the claims of the loyalists; the 
painting is signed by West and dated 1812. 
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Boreas Designd it. 


Raifino the Royal Georbve. “= 


iy 20 Jun tt. by WHusphrey M429. Sr 


Raising the Royal George, 1782. Keppel holds the tiller of “Victory’s Boat,” 
next is Shelburne (referred to as “maligrida”), then Baron Ashburton, and 

the Duke of Richmond. George III rises from the water, Lord Mansfield (or 
possibly Thurlow) appears in the diving bell, and Fox and Burke stand scoffing 
on the shore. The “Royal George” sank 29 August 1782 with the loss of 1000 
men. The purport of this satire appears to be that Shelburne and his ministers 
are endeavoring to restore the royal influence which Fox and the Rockingham 
ministry had tried to destroy. An earlier version of this print, seen by Curwen, 
was published in December 1782. 
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that he may approve things that are exalted, that he may be sincere 
and without offence till the day of Christ.” Dined abroad. Coming 
into the pew I saw sundry pamphlets; taking one and finding it ad- 
dressed to Mr. Curwen I even put into my pocket. It was our 
preacher’s reasons for withdrawing himself from the Communion of 
the Church of England, quitting a rectory and vicarage, and foregoing 
sundry offers of preferment, for the sake of worshipping the true 
God, and him only, in contradistinction to a trinity of Persons in the 
Godhead; according to the dictates of his conscience. A noble sacrifice 
truly, which, [I trust, will find acceptance with that Being whose 
approbation is the supremest and, indeed, only honour and happiness 
of his Creatures. p.m. attended at same place, Mr. Lindsay preached 
from “The Dead praise not the Lord, nor any that go down with 
Silence. But we will bless the Lord, from this time forth and for ever- 
more. Praise we the Lord.” Our a.m. preacher being the P.M. reader. 
Capt. C. drank tea with me. 


6. Morn dark, drisly, a.m. clouded and at Meridian extreamly 
pleasant and mild. In the Park walking for 2 hours, saw Lord Shel- 
burne for the first time to my knowledge; he is of a midling size and 
well set; walkt strong and springy, his dress a brown frock, in boots, 
and a whip in his hand. Tis reported that Don Solano has taken all our 
troops from Charlestown, bound to West Indies. 


7. Morn dull, a.m. pleasant, milky sky, uncommonly mild, wind 
Wly. Took a long a.m. walk, through St. George’s field round over 
Westminster bridge to and over London bridge, through City. On 
enquiring concerning Mr. Cottenbelt family and friend I found he 
died about 6 years since, and his wife above 20 since, 2 dauters being 
the wifes about 6 and 7 years old when I lodged with them in Whale- 
bone Court in the year 1738 and now both living and widows, one at 


_Enfield, the other in Holland with the father’s relatives. Dined at 


Holborn, returned and passed remainder of p.m. at home; having 
bought % of 12th day Cake it proved miserable to an insipid taste 
having no taste but unbaked dough brandfyed. 


8. Dark drisly air most part of the day but mild. Walkt round the 
Park at Meridian. Dined abroad. p.m. at home. Visited Wedgewoods 


~ rooms. Received a catalogue of his Cameos &c. &c. Account in Papers 


that France has rejected the ultimatum of Great Britain. At foremen- 
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tioned manufacturing rooms saw patterns of a table sett on cream 
coloured grounds, figures black being perspective views in England to 
the number of 65, finely executed for the Empress of Russia by her 
order, the cost of which by the attendant’s information was 2500 £ 
sterling. 


9. Milky sky, air mild, wind fresh at W. Walkt to Brompton, 
visited Mr. Hutchinson and returned via the Park which I circuited. 
From thence to Exeter Exchange to buy a watch hook. Returned and 
dined at my usual Ordinary. Meeting Capt. C. I took him home for an 
hour; departing thence, visited Mr. Danforth by invitation, drank tea 
and passed Eve in a philosophic conversation. Arrived at home about 


Q:15. 


zoth, Fine mild air, wind brisk Wly. Visited Mrs. Hay. Invited to 
an Indian meal pudding, my hearts delight in eating, next Sunday, and 
bring Mr. Danforth, who last night agreed to accompany me next 
Sunday to Chappell. Returned and passed an hour in Park, took Capt. 
C. and went to new Ordinary. He passed p.m. and drank tea with me, 
went through a Free Mason dialogue. Departed at 8 o’clock. 


11. Clear pleasant brisk air at Wly. Visited Mr. Danforth to convey 
Mrs. Hay’s invitation to dinner on Sunday which by an unforeseen 
engagement was put off by Mrs. H. note to me in Evening. Returned 
home via Hyde and St. James Parks. Dined abroad, passed p.m. at 
home. Drank tea below, Evening per me ipsum. The nasal ducts dis- 
charged an incredible quantity of fluid, being almost in a continued 
stream, comparable to a still head at work. 


12. [he same as last evening. Cloudy damp air; confined within all 
day. Mr. D[anforth] called. Excused Mrs. Hay disappointing us by 
showing him her note. At 6 he returned, drank tea, and passed till 10 
o'clock with me; leaving his draft on Doctor P. and his answerer’s 


book. 


13. Fresh wind, coolish, at S.W. Within all day. At Meridian Capt. 
C. brought up a Cod from Billingsgate at my desire to refresh my 
taste with a meal drest after our New England mode of cookery, it 
being my wife’s birthday, this commencing her 59th year. My Com- 


LONDON January 1783 889 


panion acquitted himself very laudably and therefore satisfactorily 
in his new line of business. Passed p.m., drank tea and departed at 8 
o'clock. Remainder alone. 


14. Dark drisly morn and so continued all day. Essayed to walk 
abroad but discouraged by the plentiful descent of the Dew of 
Heaven, I soon retraced my steps back and remained within my own 
domain the remainder of this dismal revolution per me ipsum. 


15. Morn damp drisly air. a.m. cleared. Walkt into the City, thence 
back to and through Park, saw no Americans save Samuel Sewall. Re- 
turned home. Having received a bag of Indian meal from Mrs. Hay 
my Countrywoman, I procured a boiled pudding to be made of it 
under my own direction, which proved very excellent, and was a 
more agreeable repast than I had tasted for these several years past it 
never having been in my power to buy any of that grain though oft 
essayed. The corn of which the foregoing was made, Captain Hay 
brought from Jamaica. The family wherein I am, affect to despise my 
pudding which by no means displeases me as thereby I can dispense 
with any future offers, though otherwise they should have willingly 
been partakers with me. In return I can very justly pay them a com- 
pliment of the same kind, their puddings are to me equally unpleasing, 
by their meaning my Landlady’s making. Capt. C. called at 5 o’clock, 
drank tea and passed evening. 


16. Milky clouds, darkish sky, air mild, wind S. yesterday &c. S. and 
S.W. Walkt to London, at New England Coffee House reading 
papers; no news. In Park at Meridian. Drank tea at S.S., my Com- 
panion Parson C. 


17. Mild, thin veiled sky. At Meridian sun out and pleasant air, 
brisk at S.W. Walkt to London. Capt. C. called and dined in my 
room. Yesterday met my former neibour George Deblois in Cheap- 
side, very glad to meet a Townsman whom I have not seen for more 
than 7 years. Gave him my address. For remainder of this p.m. at 
home, and Evening. 


18. Very damp air. Large flakes of snow are now falling, 11 o’clock 
A.M. mild, wind S.W. p.m. N.W. At home alone expecting young 
Parson Clarke according to promise but was disappointed. 
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19. Clear frosty cold air, wind N.W. Attended worship at usual 
place, Mr. Lindsay preached from 17th Ch. St. Mathew 2, 3, 4 verses, 
“And he was transfigured before them &c.” Dined abroad. Captain 
Coombes passed p.m. with me and evening. 


20. Milky sky, cold frosty air, wind N. Walkt into City, dined at 
New England Coffee House, abode there reading papers 3 hours. 
Returned home at 4 o’clock. Capt. C. and Parson Clarke drank tea 
with me and abode till 8 o’clock, made inquiries about a boarding; 
present lodging unpleasing. Mr. Codd of Battersea called on me to 
invite to his home. 


21. Cold raw frosty air through the night, continued, a small flight 
of snow. 2 hours walk at Meridian in Park, remainder of day at home. 
Nervous h.a. In passing along Parliament street, saw a long funeral 
procession of Coaches, in number 4o or 50. On a 2’d enquiry (won- 
derful to tell) was informed ’twas an officer named Townshend who 
had been in America. Coming to Lobby of Commons House, the 
Speaker passed me in his robes, he is a fine figure as to Person for 
height, shape &c. This being the first day of sitting since the holiday 
recess. P.M. and evening alone, expecting George Deblois to tea ac 
cording to promise yestermorn but was disappointed. 


22. Darkish morn, at Meridian cleared up, frosty air, pleasant. Con- 
fined within all day by a distressing head ach, nervous. Last Eve 
brought up by Mr. Palmer a new grizzel wig to be approved by my 
Company, his vanity soothed by their comendations. To do him 
justice he is an excellent wigmaker. 


23. Milky sky, therefore dim Sun, cold frosty air, not unpleasant. 
H.A. demover. Grat. Deo. dent. Meridian walk in Park, air nipping, 
wind N.Wly. Passed p.m. and Eve at home, Capt. C. drank tea with 


me. 


24. Dull cloudy morn, mild, a.m. and tll Meridian drisly. Lord 
Grantham one of the Secretarys of State acquainted Lord Maior that 
the preliminaries between Great Britain and France and Great 
Britain and Spain were signed. Stocks rose to [bg?]. ’Tis matter of 
joy to all who are well disposed to the true interest of their Country. 
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"Tis said to be a much more favourable peace than all things con- 
sidered could be expected. 


25. Dull darkish drisly day. Took a meridian walk. Dined abroad. 


P.M. and Evening at home alone.? 


26. Fair, clear air, wind N.W. Attended worship at usual place. Mr. 
Lindsay officiated, returned thanks in prayer for the return of peace. 
Preached from “And Peter answered and said unto Jesus, Master, it is 
good for us to be here, and let us make 3 tabernacles, one for thee, 
and one for Moses, and one for Elias, for he wist not what to say; for 
they were sore afraid. And there was a cloud that overshadowed 
them, and a voice came out of the cloud, saying. This is my beloved 
Son; hear him.” Dined at home. Walking down the Strand intending 
for Church, I met with George Deblois who told me he was designed 
to call on me whereupon I turned back and accompanied him to my 
lodgings where he abode and drank tea departing at 7 o’clock. Capt. C. 
joyned us. 


27. Dark drisly air, took a short Meridian walk and dined out. p.m. 
and evening Sol.” 


28. Preceeding Evening fair and stormy. As usual after a rainy day, 
that being generally the course of the weather in this Country. Morn 


1. Curwen’s theological differences with the Rev. William Clarke are cryptically 
pointed up by his letter to him this day: “Had you inserted in your letter the word 
wmpudence instead of impertinence it would not have been less proper. Had I, even 
avowed, which I do not, the principles of the book and manuscript you saw in my 
room, not principals as you mistakenly write, your rudeness would have deserved 
chastisement. Your zeal for what you esteem truth has made you overstep the bounds 
of decency and good manners. If you can adduce no better proofs for your orthodox 
belief than the confession of a wicked condemned criminal, extorted from him by 
the fear of death a few hours before his execution, you are welcome for all me to the 
satisfaction derivable from such a source.” 

2. Curwen wrote to “W.W.” seeking to learn “the terms of board for a man 
passed 60 years of age,” then followed with a list of such person’s (obviously him- 
self) habits: “having few acquaintances, scarce ever out in an evening. Spends, in fair 
weather, considerable part of the day in walking abroad, when at home principally 
in reading, not studying abstract authors or light romances; his usual hours of retire- 
ment at 10 o’clock or a little after, sometimes before; of rising between 8 and 9 in the 
Morn. Eat for breakfast milk and water somewhat sweetened with roll butterd, or 
milk porridge, as it may happen; 3 times a week a Cup, quantity a jill, of chocolate, a 
pound of which makes for him 48 breakfasts. In the 2 last articles bread or roll with- 
out butter, he using very little of the latter, for dinner any hot drest meat, having no 
disgusts or antipathies nor fond of variety at one meal, nor attached to first drest 
only. For supper, if anything, a piece of bread and butter, or without the latter, or 
any light food if at hand, rarely anything, meat never.” 
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dull, foulish. Walkt to City, abode 3 hours in New England Coffee 
House, reading news, formal preliminaries yesterday read in Parlia- 
ment, ordered to be published. Told by Mr. Danforth who joyned us 
of a meeting at Sir. William Pepperells of Massachusetts Refugees to 
deliberate on what may be proper to be done respecting an applica- 
tion. Meeting adjourned tll Saturday meridian to same place. Dined 
abroad, passed p.m. and evening at home. Capt. C. called and drank 
tea, staid till after g o’clock. Mr. S.S. called in and staid an hour. 


29. Clear, sometimes threatening aspect, wind high and boisterous 
at N. Arrested in a designed walk to Battersea by its violence at Pim- 
lico. Returned and after a short stay at home again walkt forth and 
strolled to Westminster Hall stopping for an hour at King’s bench 
where I heard a judgment on a point of Law respecting the license 
of a dissenting meeting given against the Justices who endeavored to 
avail themselves of a subterfuge to avoid granting it; wherein Lord 
Mansfield used the following uncommon expression, in speaking to 
the Council for the Justices, “You are quarrelling for contention.” 
p.M. at New England Coffee House reading the preliminaries which 
I confess astonishes me, a tract equal to half Europe is surrendered. 
Eve alone as usual. 


30. Dim sun, wind fresh at W. Attended service at Westminster 
Abbey, fellow worshippers a considerable throng in great aisle of 
Choir. My station or Seat, I had a small share was in prebends stall. 
Doctor Bagot the late elected Bishop of Bristol, of a most diminutive 
size, preacht a loyal Court Sermon, giving the Church of England 
styled Royal Martyr a most exalted character, which, if just, that un- 
happy Prince has been sadly misrepresented. He did not, however, 
descend to scurrilities or abuse, thorough paced in hierarchical prin- 
ciples, not intolerable I hope. Dined abroad. Captain Coombes passed 
P.M. and evening with me till 10 o’clock. Mr. Greenbury joyned us 
at tea and departed at same time. Text from whence Bishop Bagot of 
Bristol preacht, 76 Ps. ro v. “Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee, 
the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.” p.m. and evening at home. 
Capt. C. with me. 


31. Cloudy a.M., some rain; at Meridian cleared off. Took a circuits 
ramble in Park. Air soft, wind S.W. Dined abroad. Capt. C. and Mr, 
A. drank tea with me. Evening per me 1psum.° 


3. To Joseph Bretland, Curwen wrote asking his opinion on the enclosed theo- 
logical statements of a friend. 
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February 1, 1783. Clearish mild air, wind S.W. Attended a meeting 
of Refugees at Sir William Pepperell’s house, Wimpole Street, to con- 
sider of somewhat to be done respecting an application to Parliament, 
if agreeable to Administration. Chose Sir W. Pepperell’ as agent to 
inquire of Mr. Townshend, Secretary, and Lord Shelburne first Lord 
of Treasury. Memo: Lord North approves of it and advises all the 
Colonies to unite together. Broke up at 3 o’clock. Numbers were 33; 
being all or nearly all, in town that had received treasury allowance. 
Dined abroad, passed p.m. and Evening at home per me ipsum. 


2. Cloudy but moderate. Attended worship and communion at 
usual place. Doctor Disney preacht, text St. Mathew ch. 22 verses 36, 
7, 8, 9, 40. “Master which is the greatest commandment in the law? 
Jesus said unto him, Thou &c.” Mr. Lindsay with Doctor Disney’s 
assistance administered the communion. My head aching, passed p.m. 
at home; at 6 o'clock Mr. Wiswall and son came in, and drank tea 
with me and departed at 8 o’clock. Remainder per me ipsum. 


3. Cloudy dullish air, wind S.W. Walkt early into City. Abode 2 
hours in New England Coffee House reading papers. Met my 
Countryman Mr. John Powell from Ludlow. Dined at Chop House, 
Bartholomew Lane. Returned home at 3 o’clock. In strand met Mr. 
Deberdt whom I hadn’t seen for 7 years, who recognizing me, after 
some delay invited me to his table on the morrow, at No. 29 Broad 
Street buildings; being now come to dwell in London, having since 
his marriage for 6 years been in the Country. Capt. C. called in after 
dinner, staid and drank tea with me; my Townsman Samuel Porter 
also came in, and staid about 4 hour. Neither time, climate, change 
of place or circumstances will ever alter or change that man’s char- 
acter. I never saw one, whose characteristic qualities are so deeply 
impressed as his. 


4. Darkish, cloudy, rainy looking appearance. Within tll 1 o’clock, 
going out I found the air moist, moderate and wind S.Wly. In mid- 
way to Mr. Deberdt’s caught in a shower; stopped for 4 hour in at 
Mr. Wiswall’s. Passed remainder of time till dinner at New England 


1. William Pepperell (1746-1816), Harvard 1766. He was the grandson of Sir 
William Pepperell who reduced Louisburg to obedience to the crown in 1745. His 
mother married Col. Nathaniel Sparkhawk and he was born William Sparhawk, but 
by act of the legislature changed his name to Pepperell, later taking the title of Sir 
William Pepperell, Baronet. He left America for England in 1775, received a generous 
allowance from the British government and was a staunch friend and adviser of the 


loyalists. 
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Coffee House. Dined at Mr. Deberdts on a truly family dinner and 
drank tea. Returned home at 9 o’clock. Requested by Mr. D[eberdt] 
to call on him frequently; took my address and engages to make me 
acquainted with any reputable information he may receive from 
America, or elsewhere, he now being settled in London, a merchant 
and transacting business in that line &c. 


s. Rainy, moderate air. Attended the adjournment of Massachu- 
setts Refugees at Turks head Gerrard Street, Soho where Sir W. 
P[epperell] reported that Lord Shelburne by Mr. Secretary Town- 
shend thought the present an improper time to present a petition to 
Parliament, enlarged his powers &c. and after much conversation on 
sundry particulars adjourned to meet Saturday week at same place. 
Numbers present 30. Dined abroad, rain continues. Within p.m. and 
Evening per me ipsum.” 


6. Clear pleasant but brisk air. Walkt out a.m. intending for Bat- 
tersea but wind being too boisterous, after proceeding as far as the 
Queens House, at end of the Mall, I returned and bent my course to 
Mrs. Hays Wedgwood Square beyond the Tower; but she not being 
arrived in town from Portsmouth, I set my face to the westward and 
stopping at an eating house in Holborn, from thence proceeded home- 
ward, and there abode in my room per me ipsum. 


7. Dark, rainy morn, air temperate. Wind Sly. and brisk. Took 2 
Meridian walks. p.m. rainy, within. 


8. Dark, rainy, moderate air, wind high at W.S. Within all day. 


g. Rainy or rather drisly at times, wind high at S.W. Attended wor- 
ship at usual place. A Mr. Walker of Nottingham preacht a most 
excellent useful discourse in a charitable benevolent temper from 
“And the King shall answer, and say unto you, Verily, I say unto you, 
inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Dined at home in my own room 
on a soup sent me up from below. P.M. attended at same place, Doctor 
Disney preached also a most useful and excellent discourse on the duty 
and advantage of an habitual resignation and reliance on the divine 

2. A long letter to Isaac Smith started 3 Feb. reported the loyalists’ meeting with 


Sir William Pepperell, apprehension of reduction or elimination of allowances, and 
comments on the terms of the treaty between America and Great Britain. 
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conducts, from “Those wilt keep truth in perfect peace, whose mind 
is stayed on thee; [2 words] he trusteth on Thee.” Arriving at home I 
found Capt. C. there, staid and drank coffee with me. Departed at 8 
o'clock. Remainder of Evening per me ipsum. 


10. Morn thin watery clouds, sprinkling and clear at times. Within 
till past Meridian. Walkt into City and returned back in a rain. Dined 
at home on an indian meal pudding of my own making, which by bad 
cooking or boiling proved very indifferent. Passed p.m. and evening 
at home alone. 


11. Fair pleasant morn. Air dry and mild, wind at the ——— point. 
Took a meridian walk into City, returned back at 1 o’clock, informed 
in City Sir W. P[epperell] has summoned a sort of Massachusetts 
Refugees [assembly] to meet at last place of meeting as on this day for 
a special occasion, Mr. John Powell my informant. Not summoned I 
did not attend. Dined at home. Capt. C. called and drank tea with me. 


12. Fair, dry air, coolish, quickly became damp and then to rain, 
stopping my progress to Battersea which I had set out for. Called at 
treasury, was informed that a board would be held this week and the 
Commission report acted on and orders respecting Americans be 
given out. From a short walk through the Parade in Park returned 
home via Hay market. p.m. and evening at home. Mr. Danforth 
brought me in a letter from Mr. Pynchon of Salem per Capt. Derby 
to Nantz and from thence by Samuel White who lodges at No. 41 
Cornhill. 


13. Fair morn. Walkt to S.W. lodgings, left a card in his absence 
and went to New England Coffee House. After a while he entered. 
Received a general information, but could obtain no particulars, he 
having resided at Nantz for 6 months in a Commercial House himself 
and a [ Jonathan? | Williams. His capital he says 1s 60,000 £ sterling. 
Returned home at 2 o’clock having in my absence been warned to a 
meeting of Refugees at Turk’s head Gerard street Soho, usual place. 
Proceeded and voted to empower Sir W. Plepperell] to join in a 
petition to Parliament, malgre a minister d’etat. From thence home at 
4.0’clock and dined. Evening alone.’ 


3. To Capt. John Derby, Curwen wrote thanking him for letters delivered and 
stating: “I shall take it as a peculiar favour if you will unreservedly transmit me as 
faithful, particular relation of my wife’s present condition, business, family connec- 
tions &c. as is within your knowledge; you have nothing to fear, truth never yet 
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14. Morn fair. Walkt to Mr. White’s lodgings, delivered him a 
letter to forward to Capt. J. Derby at Nantz. From thence by London 
bridge and Vauxhall to Battersea. Dined and drank coffee at Mr. 


Codds. Departed at 5 o’clock, returned home in a drisle. p.m. alone. 


15. Morn fair, moderate. Walkt into City, meeting Capt. C. re- 
turned back homeward. He passed p.m. and evening with me. Moved 
at Mrs. Poynton’s instance into the other, more convenient and larger 
room, hire same. 


16. Fair clear air, and dry. Attended worship at usual place. Mr. 
Lindsay preached from “The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment 
with this generation, and shall condemn it, because they repented at 
the preaching of Jonas; and behold, a greater than Jonas 1s here.” 
Walkt to Horse Guards to compare my watch. Dined at home on a 
bason of soup sent me up by Mrs. Poynton. During my absence at 
Church, Mr. Thomas Goldthwait called and left his name on paper. 
P.M. at same place, Doctor Disney preached from “Then Peter 
opened his mouth and said, of a truth I perceive that God is no re- 
specter of persons, but in every Nation, he that feareth him, and 
walketh in righteousness, is accepted with him.” A very ingenious 
and useful discourse, tending to satisfy the doubting mind that the 
formal belief of Christian doctrine is not absolutely necessary to en- 
title to the divine acceptance in cases where the means of acquiring it 
is not afforded. Returning home found Capt. C. who drank tea with 
me. Remainder of Evening below with family. 


17. Fair dark morn. Walkt into City, visited Mrs. Greene, called 
at G. Deblois’s lodgings, left card with Mrs. Deblois in his absence. 
Returned back and proceeded to the Treasury. Informed by Mr. 
Raimond, a clerk with whom the Commission’s report is lodged that 
my allowance, to my great comfort, is continued as first granted.* 


injured anyone. The many hints already received are more than sufficient to alarm 
me. I am impatient to be out of the clouds and desirous to have truth brought out in 
open daylight.” 

4. Good news for Curwen, who wrote to his friend Isaac Smith (a letter com- 
menced 14 Feb.) reporting the following changes in allowances: “Gov. Thomas 
Oliver lessened £100 out of £300; Mr. Williams, who married a fortune, 
struck off; Harrison Gray, with a wife and two children, struck off; Lewis Gray 
lessened to £50; David Ingersoll reduced from £200 to £100; Samuel H. Sparhawk 
reduced from £150 to £80; Benjamin Gridley from £150 to £100; Thomas Dan- 
forth, Samuel Sewall, Samuel Porter, Peter Johonnot, G. Brinley, Edward Oxnard 
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Returned home and dined. Sky covered with clouds, foul weather 
appearance. Mr. Flucker the late Secretary of Massachusetts Bay 
died suddenly being suffocated by phlegm in his throat, yesterday 
morn in his bed, and is the 45th of the Refugees from Massachusetts 
that have come to my knowledge that have died in England. p.m. 
took a short walk in Park, Evening at home. 


18. The 3 or 4 preceeding nights very cold. This morn fair and 
clear, pleasant, coolish air. Mr. D. told me that Virginia had expressly 
declared they would not regard any remonstrances, requisition, or 
request of Congress respecting the Royalists of their province, as 5th 
preliminary article between Great Britain and America stipulates; the 
futility of which was visible enough before this proof. Tis likely the 
rest of the House and most states will copy after so laudable an ex- 
ample, and exhibit thereby, to the world a specimen of their power, 
want of virtue, moderation, and disregard to the principle of hu- 
manity. Shame to Great Britain that these unhappy persons stand in 
need of a recommendation promising such small efficacy. A striking 
lesson to future generations never to support the views of government 
against the determined resolution of a very numerous people. The 
House of Commons did not rise till 3 o’clock this morn being engaged 
in debates on preliminary articles of peace, and provisional articles 
between Great Britain and America. The magnitude and importance 
of the subject deeply employs the attention not only of the managers 
but the public universally who are all ears for the result. Walkt into 
City, returned back at 2 o’clock. Stopt in at L. and S. book sale, 
bought nothing. Met Mr. Deberdt, held a few minutes chat with him. 
Last night Lord Shelburne and administration left in a minority by 
16 in house of Commons. Lord’s house as strong an opposition to 
terms of peace, English pride cant brook to receive the dictates of a 
Conqueror. Dined at home. p.m. walkt over to Brother Guests on 
Surrey side Blackfriars bridge in St. George Parish to an F.M. lodge, 
saw a raising. Staid till after 10 and then departed. 


19. Fair clear coolish morn. S.S. called in. Walkt out at Meridian 
into park, dined at home. p.m. Capt. C. called in and drank tea. Mr. 
P. finished and brought up my other wig. Eve passed at Doctor 





unchanged; Chandler raised £50, Samuel Fitch £20, Col. Morrow £50, one whose 
name I have forgot sunk from 100 to 30 and many names and sums totally forgot- 
ten.” 
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Graham’s temple of health, he styles it, in Pell Mell near St. James. 
The Exhibitor a most curious character and speaker, who for 2 long 
hours in an extempore address to his hearers in numbers about 200, 
male except 6 females, 4 of whom left the room when modesty re- 
quired the absence of all, but 2 resolutely staid it out and heard such 
luscious descriptions of the facts of generation in both sexes; the arts 
of getting and bearing fine healthy offspring; mode of conception; 
maladies to which both are liable, cures, preventives of infection from 
foul diseases, &c. &c., as would, I should have thought, shocked fe- 
male ears, but curiosity is as insatiable as the desire of material inter- 
course, and to that these females sacrificed decency. The first room 
we entered was properly a vestibule from whence through a pair of 
folding doors one passes into the apartment holding the electric bed, 
being about 7 feet square raised about 3 feet from floor on 6 posts. 
The bed a matress of hair from stallions tails, as the Doctor told us, 
the covering red damask flowered, over the frame at the head is fixed 
2 balls gilded at 4 inches diameter, at one inch apart to receive the 
electric spark from the machine above, continued down in a glass 
tube through the floor. Passing this you enter the room of Apollo 
through a narrow entry, having on each hand 2 or 3 niches contain- 
ing statues gilded, about 4 the natural size. The first object that meets 
the eye is the temple of Apollo, being a round Cupolo 5 feet in 
diameter, supported by 6 fluted pillars of the Corinthian order 8 feet 
high in imitation of Scagliola. In Center stands a tripod and frame 
with concave sides wherein rests in each angle a lion couchant, sup- 
porting a long frame for the branch of 6 or 8 lamps, adorned or 
rather overcharged with crystals, whose tremulous motion by Com- 
pany’s walking adds great brilliancy to the appearance. The walls all 
around having many branches with 3 candles each, besides 2 more 
large Central branches, suspended by gilt chains from the ceiling; the 
decorations of the fripery kind is in great profusion, as well in the 
other, as in this room, consisting of glass in various forms and sizes, 
inlaid and hanging, many gilt statues of Apollo, Venus, Hercules, 
Esculapius &c. besides a few pictures which though expensive and 
manifest great invention fall below my expectation in every regard 
except the Masters performance, who discovered a most ready elocu- 
tion, great medical knowledge, and excellently qualified in every 
respect for supporting the character he assumes. Returned home by 
10 amidst crouds of a less respectable quality than I expected to have 
met there, though there were not wanting some gentlemen. 
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20. Fair clear coolish, night preceeding a frost. Waked with and 
accompanied all day by a running at my nose, occasioned by a cold 
taken last evening. At Meridian walkt into Park and through Horse 
Guards, soon drove home by chilliness of air, which for 3 or 4 days 
past has been at N.E. Continued there remainder of day and Evening; 
Brother Greenbury came and passed till bed time. Retired sooner than 
usual to take a wine whey. 


21. Dark raw air, wind as before. Confined, yesterdays complaint 
still continuing. A.M. alone. p.M. Capt. C. called in, staid till 7 o’clock 


and drank tea. Cold and nose dropping abated. 


22. Mild moist air, cloudy, wind S.Wly. Took a Meridian walk, 
dined out, returned at 3 o’clock. Continued at home the remainder of 
the time. Bought at Says printing office three Weekly Journals which, 
with 3 already in my hands I enclosed in a packet to be forwarded to 
my friend and correspondent Mr. Pynchon, at Salem Massachusetts 


Bay, by George Deblois going to Halifax.’ 


23. Damp air, cloudy sky, wind S.W. Attended at usual place. Mr. 
Lindsay preached from “When the unclean spirit is gone out of a 
man, he walketh out of dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. And 
he saith. I will return into my home from whence I came out; and 
when he is come he findeth it empty, swept and garnished. Then goeth 
he, and taketh with himself 7 other spirits more wicked than himself, 
and they enter in and dwell there; and the last state of that man is 
worse than the first. Even so shall it be also to this wicked generation.” 
After a short circuits ramble returned home and dined on an indian 
meal baked pudding and boiled beef. p.m. attended at same place, 
Doctor Disney preached from “For I say unto you, that except your 
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Phari- 
sees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Returned 
home from church and there continued alone. 


24. Coolish boisterous air, wind W. at Meridian. Walkt into City, 
abode 2 hours in New England Coffee House reading papers. Dined 
there, returned home at 4 o’clock and drank tea, having Company. 

5. Curwen wrote William Pynchon a brief note of thanks for his letter and sent 


him six copies of Say’s Weekly Journal for “amusement to you, my friends, and others 
that may incline to read them.” 
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25. Cold snow storm day. A.M. below. Dined alone, not venturing 
abroad. Passed a lonesome solitary day save 4 hour in P.M. at S. 


T[oulmins] shop. 


26. Cold clear frosty morn as the preceeding night. Houses and 
ground covered 6 inches deep with snow, an unusual sight. At me- 
ridian walkt out and passed an hour in the park. The wind sharp, 
frosty and clear. Very like America; wind fresh at N.W. and bracing. 
Trees, ground and houses all in a white livery. Dined at home. p.m. 
Capt. C. and Mr. A. came and drank tea with me. 


27. Sun rose through thin milky clouds. Cold frosty air as the pre- 
ceeding night, wind N. a.m. walk as far as Paterson sale room on in- 
spection. Saw nothing worth attention, soon returned back. Streets 
extreamly disagreeable by reason of the melting snow, air very chilly. 
At 5 o'clock walkt through park up Constitution hill and home by 
Picadilly. Air grown milder. Passed evening alone. 


28. Damp air, snowy. P.M. dark and misty. Walkt into City, at New 
England Coffee House, 2 hours sitting reading papers with Thomas 
Goldthwait. p.m. and Evening at home. 


March 1, 1783. Dark, damp drisly morn, air raw and chilly, as the 
preceeding night. Walking dirty and disagreeable. A Meridian ram- 
ble. Dined in my room. p.M. a Countryman called in and staid 2 
hours with me. Remaining time per me ipsum. 


2. Clear coldish air. Attended worship at usual place. Doctor Disney 
preacht a most excellent useful discourse on the indwelling of the 
spirit, or Christ’s being in one, from 23rd Ch. St. John “Jesus an- 
swered and said unto him, if a man love me, he will keep my words 
and my Father will love him and we will come unto him and make 
our abode with him.” Captain Coombes dined with me on an indian 
pudding baked, of my own making, and afterwards attended at my 
Chappell. Mr. Lindsay preached from “Moreover when ye fast, be 
not as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance, for they disfigure their 
faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, 
they have their reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thy head, 
and wash thy face, that thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto 
they father which is in secret, and thy father which seeth in secret 
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shall reward thee openly.” Adjourned back to my lodging, when he 
staid and drank tea, and at 8 o’clock departed. 


3. Dark, cold, snow morn. Confined thereby till 12 o’clock. Walkt 
out to Samuel Toulmins shop, thence to Pattersons auction room. 
Bought 17 small Indian and Barbry coin. Returned home at 3 and 
dined. Remainder per me ipsum. 


4. Milky sky, dimish sun, air still cold and raw, wind N. Walkt into 
City, paid J. White 4 hours visit, called at G[eorge] D[eblois] lodg- 
ings, told by his Landlady that he departed from London February 
27, sailed for Halifax last Saturday being rst of this current month. 
Returning I met Capt. C. who informing me that Mr. Rowe had been 
drawing since Friday, I hastened and after 2 hours waiting received 
my order on the bank for last years last quarter up to 5th January, but 
as It was too late to go to the Bank I pocketted it and returned home, 
to dinner at near 4 o'clock on pancakes, it being shrove Tuesday, my 
Landlady having put by a plateful for me. At 6 o’clock a Countryman 


called on me. 


5. Very cold pinching air, wind Sly. Walkt down to Bank and re- 
ceived my allowance being 2 months since due. When there I heard 
one of the clerks telling another of a necklace of pearls containing 
28 in number weighing 1 oz. 17 dwt. 10 gr., the price of which was 
3000 £ or guineas he had seen that morning. Returned home and 
dined. At 1 o’clock there came a snow, large flakes and damp. During 
my absence 2 Countryman called. Passed 2 hours at S. Toulmins, 
walkt after dinner, Evening alone. 


6. Milky sky, dim sun, air rawish, wind at N., very high and blus- 
tering. Dined abroad with my fellow boarder. p.m. at home. My fel- 
low boarder drank tea with me. 


7. Morn clear, after, closed in, showry, wind fresh at S.W., and 
blustring. Various changes and sudden. Meridian walk in park. Gov- 
ernment unsettled, old administration out, no successors yet agreed 
on. King averse to admit Fox into the Cabinet, which probably he 
must at length submit to, and adopt the whole Rockingham party or 
suffer the wheels of Government to stop till Parliament remonstrate, 
which it soon must, if the arrangement is not very quickly made, all 
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national business being now at a stand. Dined abroad and returned 
home. 


§. Fair morn, pleasant mild air a.m. Walkt to Oxford street, visited 
Mr. Danforth at No. 186. Samuel Porter No. . Abode with 
latter near 2 hours, had a long communication but short information, 
many words, few ideas. Returned at 2 o’clock, dined abroad; at my 
arrival home, told that a person had been to acquaint me of having a 
letter addressed to me from Tower, my own Landlord forgetting the 
name left me to guess it out which I did wrong and thereby made a 
[illegible |less errand to London, returning back I set my wits to work 
and at length judged it to be Mr. Deberdt, at whose house I was 
directed to call, which I shall do tomorrow. No ministry yet settled, 
public business very much at a stand. Evening at home alone, after a 
dish of coffee below. 





g. Morn light milky clouds, mild. At Meridian a small drisle prov- 
ing a Scotch mist to me being obliged to walk up there from Mr. 
Deberdt’s to which I went for a little to no purpose he being absent. 
Attended worship at usual place, Mr. Lindsay preached from “That 
the saying of Isais the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, 
Lord who hath believed our report, to whom hath the arm of the 
Lord been revealed! Therefore they could not believe because he said 
again, he hath blinded your eyes, and hardened your hearts, that they 
should not see with their eyes nor understand with their heart, and be 
converted and I should heal them.” Dined in my own home. P.M. 
attended at same place, Doctor Disney preached from “Thou said that 
wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth darkness.” After 
service made a second ramble down to Mr. Deberdts for a letter which 
I succeeded in recovering, it being one from R[ichard] W [ard] in- 
closing a former from himself and one from Mrs. Nutting my old 
neibour for which I hereby acknowledge myself obliged. Returned 
home at % past 6 o’clock and drank my own tea below. Evening — 
alone. 


10. Milky sky, air mild and damp. Meridian walk in Park, returned 
home and dined. p.m. walkt into City, not finding a letter from 
Capt. Derby at Nantz as expected. Returned and drank tea at home. 

1. To Mrs. Elizabeth Nutting at Salem, Curwen sent a friendly acknowledgment 


of receipt of her letter addressed “Samuel Curwen Esqr. in London which might with 
as much propriety have been Somewhere, either in Europe, or Asia or Africa.” 
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11. Fairish and then overcast, air cold and harsh, wind Nly. Merid- 
ian walk in Park, no company. Dined abroad. No new administration 
yet agreed on. National concerns at a stand. Walkt as far as Holborn, 
returned at 3 o’clock. Remainder at home sol.” 


12. Morn fair, air raw, wind N., fresh. Walkt into City at Meridian, 
there dined, returned home at 3 o’clock and remained. New admin- 
istration yet unsettled. 


13. Thin clouds, dim sun, wind fresh at E., extremely raw and pierc- 
ing. A short Meridian walk. Dined abroad, returned home at 2 o’clock. 
Captain Coombes called and made a short visit. Remained alone 
thenceforth. Visited by a Countryman S.S. At Meridian newspapers 
announce that the ministry are formed, if true, tomorrow papers will 
give the arrangement. 


14. Morn clear, blew sky, white clouds, wind fresh, somewhat 
blustering at N.E., raw and unpleasing. Walkt to Katerfillers, thence 
to City, abode at New England Coffee House two hours reading 
papers. Received short letter from Captain J. Derby at Nantz, prom- 
ising a fuller answer per S. Conant and Capt. H. Johnson coming to 
London. Dined on Ala mode beef with the Doctor my fellow boarder 
at 13 Cantons. Passed p.m. and evening with my Landlady and drank 
tea. Newspapers give an imperfect description of new administra- 
tion. 


15. Morn clearish. At Meridian closed in, p.m. dark and gloomy, 
wind at E., raw and piercing air. Administration not fully settled, the 
King claiming right of filling up vacancies in the Cabinet in case of 
death or removal, and the new administration demanding to have none 
added but by their consent that there may be no jarring among them- 
selves. Administration will not act till this be settled. Dined abroad, 
returned home at 3 o'clock. Lodged a note at New England Coffee 


2. A long letter to Richard Ward urged the proper addressing of letters to refu- 
gees in London and congratulated Ward on “having since my absence just doubled 
your stock” of children. The same day Curwen wrote to his wife, sending her a 
copy of his letter of 11 May 1782, which he learned had not reached her, and 
speculating on the chances of his return. This letter appears in the letter book, like 
many others written to his wife, with the words “My dear Wife” almost completely 
erased and concludes, “I am glad to be near the end of my paper and so I presume 
are you, there is however, just enough left to add, which I do with great truth, that I 
am your’—and then follows an erasure or blotting out, and in another hand (per- 
haps Editor Ward’s) the words “afft. husband.” 
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House for Capt. Johnson or Samuel Conant on their arrival here from 
Nantz and after enquired at foreign and dead letter offices at general 
Post Office for Capt. Derby’s letter to me from Nantz at his first 
arrival there and he informs me being the 2d received. 


16. Morn clear but very cold, preceeding to an extream. Dekawa 
thiw a suovren h.a., denifnoc ybereht. Wind fresh, piercing, still at 
E., continued so all day. Mr. and Mrs. P. sent me up a fine piece of 
boiled beef and flour suet pudding for my dinner. My fellow boarder 
drank tea with me and gave me a very curious anatomical lecture 
and showed me 2 arms of a child of 8 months old which was infected 
in the interces with muscles and tendons entire. Remainder of eve- 
ning alone. 


17. Morn clear. At Meridian visited Mr. R. Clarke, thence to 
treasury to enquire when Commissioners were to meet again. Meeting 
Mr. Allyn a clerk, was informed by him, on asking, about Mrs. 
Samuel Winslow’s allowance, finding a mistake had been made by 
Mr. Rowe to her prejudice I proceeded to inform her Brother Clarke 
of it and from thence to her own lodgings, she being absent. I re- 
turned and stopping in at her sister Deblois’s found her there and 
reyoyced her heart by acquainting her that her allowance stood as 
first granted and received her thanks. Drank tea and passed the eve- 
ning at Loo, gaining 414d, an uncommon circumstance. Returned 
home at ro ina fine moonlight evening.® 


78. Fine mild clear air, night preceeding frosty. a.m. walk in the 
park; startled by a report that the Lords of treasury had overset the 
Commissioners proceedings which on enquiring at ditto found false. 
Dined abroad. Walkt into City, disappointed in my view. Returned 
and abode at home sol, same as yesterday. 


19. Passed 2 hours Meridian in Park. Meeting Mr. Thomas Hutch- 
inson joyned and accompanied him to Hyde Park Corner, he ac- 
quainted me that Col. Phipps just arrived relates during his captivity 
at Boston he was civilly treated by all ranks and though obliged to 

3. To Andrew Dalglish at Glasgow, Curwen wrote a five-page letter, full of 
politics of the day: “We are at this period and in this Country in a kind of Anarchy, 
no settled Administration, the most important national concerns neglected or de- 


layed.” He discussed the issues as he saw them and concluded with his usual concern 
about the possibility of his returning to Salem. 
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reside at Cambridge by a law of Boston, the State forbidding strangers 
residence there, he could easily obtain leave to visit there in the day. 
He also informs that my Brompton for a while Companion has been 
in the bailiffs hands and was relieved by young C[larke] my towns- 
man. I pity his condition, but wonder not at it, if not his own fault, for 
I am ignorant, he has met with hard treatment. Dined as yesterday, 
bought materials for a silk waistcoat and breeches and delivered them 
to Taylor. Drank tea of my own, below, and after adjourned with 
[2 initials] to my room. Evening per me ipsum. Received from Mr. 
Poynton a blank letter cover, which he promised to procure Lord 
John Cavendish to frank for me which after lying 2 months un- 
touched, he returned as received, my Lords man excusing its neglect, 
indisposition preventing his putting hand to paper ever since the 
receipt thereof. 


20. Air mild, not so warm as yesterday. Dampish and cloudy wind 
N.E.; at Meridian walkt to Park, entered the Courtyard of St. James, 
abode there about 4 hour among people to have a sight of those 
who were going to and returning from the Levee. At 3 o'clock re- 
turned home and dined. Reported, but am apprehensive without 
foundation, that the new ministry is fully settled, the King having 
yielded; on whatever terms, tis to be desired. Drank tea below at 
Landlady’s invitation, after, attended the Royal Society weekly 
meeting at Somerset House. Some apartments there being allotted to 
their use, my introducer a young Surgeon just emerged from tuition 
and waiting for business. My fellow lodger going into the anti- 
chamber common to the Antiquarian Society and Royal, one waits 
till an acquaintance or friend appears to procure their name to be set 
down in the list, which is read aloud by an attendant at the President’s 
order when the Society who are already met are about to begin. Each 
person promptly enters and takes his seat, in the form of our Meeting 
house long seats, placed on either side a middle aisle or alley. At the 
head of the room sits the president, now Sir Joseph Banks with his 
hat on his head, all others uncovered, he on a chair of state, elevated 
3 or 4 steps. Just below it and on the same level with the floor, is an 
Y, round Mahogany table having only 2 assessors viz. the two Clerks, 
Doctor Maty a person of professed knowledge and learning of a 
most diminutive unpromising person and aspect and a Mr. Grey who 
read the communication as to the Society respecting experiments and 
any acquisitions of knowledge in astronomy &c.; among others was 
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read a letter from the famous Hertschel lately invited from Bath to 
Windsor by the King, and for his use the round tower there 1s as- 
signed. By his discoveries in astronomy, it seems, our Solar system is 
travelling through the immensity of Space in a progressive motion 
which he deduces from an apparent change of relative situation of 
some fixed starrs most visible, or of largest diameter, and thereby 
nearest to us. Election of members is by ballot, each member putting 
in his vote in a box presented to each separately, which being de- 
livered unto the president’s hands he empties out on the Desk before 
him, and after counting, declares the Candidate elected or otherwise 
a fellow member of this Society, an instance of which I saw this 
night, and is not a very common sight, a Candidate commonly stand- 
ing 4 months after proposed before he is ballotted for. Doctor Cope 
Bishop of Clonfert being this night proposed, the President out of 
regard to his dignity as a peer of Ireland dispensed with the usual 
forms, and proceeded to a Ballot which was not objected to. The 
assembly was in number to appearance scarce short of 200, the room 
a noble one, 4 score or more feet in length, 30 or better in width, and 
18 or 20 feet high; the walls covered on all sides with half length and 
quarter portraits, arranged one above the other, Sir Isaac Newton 
being at the head of the room in the center in middle space and op- 
posite the door. A person of modest assurance may push himself in 
among the Company, few of the Visitors being known and no en- 
quiry made on whose account one appears there. My young friend 
engaged Doctor Fothergill to insert my name and he entered by 
speaking to Doctor Matty without entering his name but passed in 
among the rest when the names were called. Every one who after 
being presumed to have some relish for and acquaintance with some 
one or more of the branches of literature &c. and for that reason the 
Society is not strict in examining their pretences to attend. The meet- 
ing begins at 8 and comes to end between nine and ten. None speak 
but the President, nor read but the Secretary. 


21. Clear, fair, air cool and raw, wind fresh at E. At Meridian 
walkt for 2 hours, met Jonathan Dowse,* also the King carrying in a 
sedan chair, accompanied by 10 or 12 of guards and Yeoman and 
footmen, to St. James. Dined abroad. p.m. walkt into London. At 
New England Coffee House reading papers. New ministry said to 


4. Jonathan Dowse (1739-?), son of Joseph Dowse, was surveyor and searcher 
for the ports of Salem and Marblehead. 
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have been last night settled, Lord North, tis said [2 or 3 words] into 
public business, and is to act as a Secretary of State. If so, ’tis probably 
at the King’s earnest entreaty, otherwise ’tis hard to account for. 


22. Air mild, close and foggy, at Meridian cleared away and 
pleasant. Walkt in Park. Dined abroad. Doctor Barnett meeting me 
we joyned, walkt into City, over London bridge and so on to Ber- 
mondsay sparr. Viewed picture room filled with performances of an 
inferior kind. Drank a 12d bowl of punch and departed passing over 
Westminster bridge, arrived at lodgings just at 7 o’clock, having in 
my ramble met Jonathan Dowse whose curiosity led him to the sparr, 
returning stopt for 4 hour at Dog and Duck filled with Company 
drinking tea, the fine P.M. enticing them abroad. 


23. Light clouds, somewhat smoaky, air coolish, wind N.W. At- 
tended at usual place, Doctor Disney preached an excellent discourse 
from “Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Came directly home, the air 
being cold and raw and dined per me ipsum, having sent out for a 
dinner. P.M. at same place, Mr. Lindsay preached from “Then said 
one unto him, Lord are there few that shall be saved.” After service 
for want of fire, which on my return I ordered, took a walk round 
the Park and coming back found my orders not observed. Evening 
alone. 


24. Morn clear sun, A.M. closed, air rawish, wind N.W., short walk 
abroad, a longer at Meridian. To the reproach of the King and the 
nation, government is without a minister, notwithstanding the daily 
reports of an arrangement. Selfishness, venality, rapacity, and dissa- 
pation are the characteristics of this age and nation, to which must be 
added in order to finish the picture, a total disregard to, and ridicule 
of, the idea of public welfare, which all men speculatively consider as 
an unnecessary and practically, therefore neglect. Dined abroad, p.m. 
and Evening at home. 


25. Dullish morn, sky of rainy appearance, air somewhat chilly, 
wind at N.W., Meridian walk and in a drisle. Remainder of time 
within. S. Porter called and abode with me an hour. 
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26. Cold, raw damp air and dull. Took a short Meridian walk 
abroad and after dinner, returned home, there abiding the remainder 
of the day. Mr. Danforth called and passed evening. My ear whizz 
returned a few days since and threatens a continuance, to a more 
moderate degree than before. Daily reports of mobs and riots on 
account of forestallers raising price of bread, corn &c. &c. and keep- 
ing it out of market; and by Sailors, who talk and threaten loudly, for 
want of their wages which is kept. 


27. Cold raw air and drisly, short walk, remainder within. 


28. Sun shines through thin white clouds, air still raw, wind N.E., 
fresh. Walkt into city, saw B. C[illegible] at Cross keys Inn, great 
Church Street, just arrived from L’Orient. Says he breakfasted at my 
house last June, wife and family consisting of 2 beside herself, viz. 
R. Ward and Lydia Whitmore the maidservant I left at my departure. 
Says they are well, and that my Friend deplores my absence. Con- 
firms the report of increase of buildings in Salem, and that the rich 
and powerful become so by privature &c. and raised from among the 
mener people who belong not of my knowledge and the late wealthy 
and respectable, known to and by me, are generally fallen to decay, a 
revolution as extraordinary among individuals as the State has under- 
gone. From him I returned home, dining by the way, and from thence 
to Lobby of the house of Commons, which soon after meeting ad- 
journed till Monday. Favoured for the first time with the sight of 
young Pit that forward political plant! May he imitate his late father 
the late Earl of Chatham, as well in integrity and the Armor patrice, 
as he does in oratorical ability and theatrical powers, whom he 
equals. Some think appearances promise a more abundant harvest. 
The public will be highly favoured of heaven. From hence home. 


Drank coffee and past evening per me ipsum. 


29. Clearish, wind N.E., N. and W. Sharp, finger cold air. Walkt to 
London, called on S. Wiswall who is confined by strangury. Also 
B.C. at desire of former. Passed % hour in New England Coffee 
House reading papers, and at treasury. Informed by Mr. Rowe that 
Lord Shelburne had surrendered his seat as first Lord. No ministry 
settled, nor to appearance is like to be soon. The King unyielding, and 
the Candidates as stiff and uncomplying. The old story of Lord Bute’s 


pernicious influence persists again. There is some advice unseen that 
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supports the King’s obstinacies for I know not what else to call his 
noncompliance. Evening per me ipsum. 


30. Cloudy morn, air milder, wind at S.W., at Meridian drisly. 
Attended service at usual place. Mr. Lindsay preached from “All 
things are delivered unto me of my Father.” An excellent discourse 
to prove from a parity of reasoning, when similar modes of expres- 
sion are used, that the universality of the term that it is and always 1s 
understood to be limited to the subject to which they relate and there- 
fore mean not a power of doing all things or omnipotency but only 
so much as is necessary to discharge or fulfil his duty as mediator 
and instructor of men. From church strolled into Park and by chance 
into St. James where finding no obstruction into the gallery I entered 
and there abode till after the King and Queen passing through from 
Chappell to the Queen’s Chamber. In leaving the antechamber I 
luckily, being small, crouded myself under the elbow of a good 
natured yeoman and in the front rank had a very full view of the King 
and Queen, Prince of Wales, and the rest of the Court train; on the 
other side of the said yeoman stood a boy which on the King’s ap- 
proach, bending one knee he presented a petition, who took it with- 
out any further notice, and after walking a few stepps, put it into the 
hands of, I suppose, the Lord in waiting. Soon after departure leaving 
the gallery filling and the passage under the piazzas in the Court 
middle lined double on both sides to have a sight of the Company 
going up. At 5 o’clock walkt into City, called on S. White and de- 
livered a message. At Mr. H [illegible] chambers in Furnival’s Inn of 
whom I expected some useful information but was disappointed by his 
absence. Meeting Mr. A. I delayed him for a few moments and then 
proceeded to his lodgings to view his conveniences, which if not 
exceeded in my after enquiries I know not but I may be his successor, 
he being about to leave them, as I am mine. He accompanied me home, 
_ where [ arrived at 8 o'clock. 


31. Cloudy morn, at Meridian drisly, air soft, wind SW. Walkt into 
City, enquired at Mrs. Kents Bedford Court, near North Street, Red 
Lion Square about boarding, and at Mrs. Council’s; no positive agree- 
ment. Visited Mr. Hughes and invited to dinner. S. Porter entered 
and made one of the triumvirate and afterward P. F[rye] passed 
p.M. and drank 2 cups of very weak tea. Arrived at home at 8 o’clock, 
stopping at Jonathan Dowse’s lodgings Villiers street, Strand. Re- 
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mainder per me ipsum, seeing none of the family saving the kitchen 
wench of whose ill favoured countenance and savage ill behaved 
demeanor I loath to be within sight or hearing. 


April 1, 1783. Clearish morn. Walkt at Meridian in Park. Dined 
abroad, P.M. went into City; visited Mr. A. Donaldson, kindly wel- 
comed. Talked about future supply of Salem Library, which he 1s 
willing to engage for on reasonable terms. ‘Took his catalogue to ex- 
amine. Called in my way on Mr. Peacock and [7 word blurred}. 
Evening alone. 


2. Same as yesterday, air more mild. Walkt for first time these 6 
months without great coat. At New England Coffee House read 
Boston newspapers wherein I saw poor Coombes estate advertised for 
sale. I really pity my poor fellow refugee, and think him cruelly 
treated by his savage townsmen. This day’s paper announces Ad- 
ministration settled. Duke of Portland first Lord Treasury, Lord 
John Cavendish Chancellor Exchequer, Lord North and Charles Fox 
Secretarys, Lord Stormont President Council, Earl of Carlisle Privy 
Seal, Lord Keppell first Lord Admiralty, Mr. Burke paymaster of 
the Forces, Colonel North treasurer of the Navy. 


3. Morn clearish, air very mild, wind E. Walkt up to Brompton, 
visited my old Landlady Mrs. Atwood. In going strayed into St. 
James Palace yard, saw guards relieved and after passed some in the 
Mall. Dined abroad, walkt to London and passed an hour in New 
England Coffee House reading papers. Remainder evening at home 
per me ipsum. 


4. Fine clear mild air, out all day rambling sans sourtout. Saw 
Samuel Conant for the first time since his arrival from Nantz. In- 
formed he had delivered Capt. Johnson a letter from Capt. John 
Derby to me, who had departed with it to my lodgings. Going there 
found it contains as expected most alarming intelligence respecting 
the dreadful derangement and waste of my stock by the mismanage- 
ment of a stupid, wasteful, fuddling fellow, one Russell Wyer nephew 
of my wive’s to whom she had trusted most unhappily for us both 
during my ill judged absence my affairs. Capt. J. leaving letter and 
directions I soon set off and at his lodgings received more full relation 
of my misfortune, and of the state of the town. Returned home at 

















plete rd oad ee ae Rs : 
Razors. Levee ,«§ Heads ofa new Wig Ad...» ona broad Bottom. 
Ye Coakctem Mi Laboy : Noth Pax, Siermené- 
Razor’s Levee or ye Heads of a new Wig Ad———n on a broad Bottom, 1783. 


On the double wig stand in front of the barber appear North, and Fox with a 
smile of satisfaction; to the right are the Duke of Portland, Cavendish, Lord 
Stormont, Lord Carlisle, and Keppel. On the extreme right is Burke frowning 
as if dissatisfied with his place. On the ground lie the heads of the Duke of 
Grafton, Dundas, and Shelburne. On the shelf are Ashburton and Grantly. 
Portraits of Charles I and Cromwell holding out their arms in friendship point 
up the parallel to the unnatural alliance between North and Fox. (See entry 
for 1 April 1783 and others.) 


LONDON April 17 83 QII 


8 o'clock heavy laden being near the end of my earthly journey. I 
can’t probably be a long sufferer of temporal evils, and that con- 
sideration affords me no small source of relief. 


s. As yesterday. Samuel Conant came and breakfasted with me. 
Confirmed yesterday’s mortifying advices. Says he, old Mr. and 
young Mr. R. had wrote me advising to a speedy return, which let- 
ters like all of any importance to me never came to hand. "Tis also 
Capt. J.D.’s advice to return speedily, which my present political 
connection renders at present improper. Dined abroad, drank tea with 
Mrs. A., Red Lyon street Holborn. Yesterday called in at Mr. Tas- 
sey’s to have a sight of the curious Cabinet of Sattin wood inlaid and 
decorated with many devices, figures &c. &c. on front and sides. Its 
contents, rows of drawers containing impressions of intaglios, cameos, 
seals &c. to the amount of more than 6000 duplicated to be sent to the 
Empress of Russia by her Express order. Value several thousand. She 
is a great encourager of the ingenious artist, particularly English ones.’ 


6. Fine clear pleasant morn and a.m. Attended service at usual 
place. Doctor Disney from “Ye hypocrite, well did Esias prophesy of 
you, saying, This people draweth night unto me with their mouths, 
and honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; but 
in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the command- 
ments of man.” Dined abroad, and after, walkt to Cherry Garden 
stairs Redriff, to see Capt. Coombes. Mr. A. my companion returned 


1. Curwen wrote to his wife: “I must bespeak your candor to what follows; be- 
lieve me necessity impells me to a measure, which, as a man of feeling, God knows I 
have enough to render me, often, wretched, I would have avoided. But to the point: 
Let not Russell W yer, hereafter eat of my food, provided at the expence of the poor 
remains of my effects; nor at my table; nor be lodged in my house; nor to carry off, 
under any pretense, any of my effects from my said house or I hereby solemnly appeal 
to the Supreme, that it is on the condition only of his instant dismission, for ever, 
from my house, to take place upon the first arrival of this Rescript to you, that I 
shall ever set foot on board a vessell with design to revisit my native Land, nor shall I 
take one step relative thereto, till after receiving certain, undoubted proofs that my 
orders have been compleatly executed. If you think fit to comply, my return, if it 
should so please God to favor my attempt, will follow of course—if otherwise, this 
letter will be the last trouble of the kind from him who wishes for nothing more than 
to pass the few remaining hours of his life with you in the place of my nativity and 
your supposed present residence.” This letter was followed immediately in the 
letter book by a short note to Richard Ward dated 29 April: “Please to deliver the 
within as directed. In case of my Wife’s compliance, I wish to be informed as soon 
as may be. If she shall be pleased to resist my express orders, and continue her ill 
advised, contemptuous persistence, you may or not acquaint me. I wish, however, she 
may be prudent enough not to deliberate, but act, for my determination is fixed as 
fate. The world is all before me, where to choose my place of residence &c.” 
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and drank coffee with me and staid till after 10 o’clock. Wind all this 
day at Ely. This being Communion day, the preacher assisted Mr. 
Lindsay in distributing the elements. 


7. Fine clear air, mild. Walked into City. At treasury. Returning 
passed a croud attending procession in Parliament street going to take 
the Westminster candidate Charles Fox from his lodgings to the 
hustings under St. Pauls Covent Garden Portico. First marched 
musicians 2 and 2, then 4 men supporting 2 red painted poles having 
on top the Cap of liberty of a dark blue colour. To each was fastened 
a light blue silk standard about 9 feet long and 5 feet wide having in- 
scribed thereon in golden letters of 10 inches in length these words 
THE MAN OF THE PEOPLE; followed by the Butchers carrying 
marrow bones and cleavers, then the Committee, two and two, 
holding in their hands white wands; in the rear the Carriages. From 
city hall they marched through Cockspur street, Haymarket, then 
Piccadilly, thence down St. James Street to his lodgings, where tak- 
ing him up, he accompanied them in Mr. Byng’s carriage through 
Pall Mall, and the strand to the hustings, where they proceeded to the 
election which was made without opposition, no Competitor appear- 
ing against him. Dined abroad, in p.m. calling on Capt. Johnson I took 
him with me to Mr. Deberdts, staid with him 2 or 3 hours, drank tea 
and returned home at 8 o’clock. 


8. Fair clear mild air. An a.m. walk intending for the City, but 
meeting Capt. C. in Strand returned, and accompanied him to 
treasury. [hence through to Park where I continued walking 3 hours. 
Dined at Capt. C., passed p.m. and drank tea with me. 


g. Very fine clear mild air, wind E. Walkt into City. Called at Mrs. 
Kent’s with whom I am in treaty about boarding. Heard her last terms 
which I have under consideration. Proceeded to New England Coffee 
House where I met Mr. Danforth. Agreed to dine together at Cock 
eating house. Remained reading papers till dinner time. Our dinner 
fine mock turtle. After, passed 2 hours in walking. Route over Lon- 
don bridge and Southwark. Returning stopt at waterworks which I 
never before examined. Thence after resting an hour in steel yard 
proceeded to Mr. Atkinsons, intending a visit to Mrs. Hay, who at 
present resides there, being on a visit. Thence to my lodgings. Drank 
tea and after an hour’s rest Mr. D[anforth] departed for his home. 
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10. Smoaky, mild morn. Took an early short walk. At mid a.m. sun 
broke out. Meridian walk to London. Returned and after, walkt to 
Mr. Deberdts with a bundle containing my coins and medals which 
he received and gave a receipt for, of the following tenor: “Received 
April oth, 1783 of Mr. Samuel Curwen a paper parcel containing 
coins and medals, gold, silver and copper, and sundrys besides which 
I promise to deliver him on demand, he having deposited the same in 
my hands for Security only. Dennis Deberdt.” Pinned into my Ex- 
pence book. Returned back at 8 o’clock. This day agreed to board at 
Mr. Council’s preferring that house to any other having a predilection 
for the Woman, whose disposition, demeanor and principles I approve 
of, having already experienced them. To allow £46 per year. 


11. Drisly dark morn. Air continues mild. Finished packing away 
things, engaging a cart at Strand, Charing Cross. Seeing a croud I 
joined and found them waiting to see two fellows going to be pillioned 
for perjury. Pity so mild a punishment to so pernicious a vice. Dined 
at Mr. Deberdt’s, my company Capt. H. Johnson of Lynn and Mr. 
Jonathan Williams of Boston. Came away together in a Scotch mist 
at 8 o’clock. Stopt in at their lodgings for an hour. After, at home 
per me ipsum, having no connexion with family the Mistress lying 


dangerously ill. 


12. Darkish morn. Took an early walk to Battersea and engaged 
my former lodgings at Mr. Codds for a fortnight from next Monday 
at usual price of 4/6 a week. Took leave at 3 o’clock and returned 


home, fatigued enough. Ordered a fire. 


23. Dark and dampish air, mild. Called on Capt. H. Johnson and 
Jonathan Williams conducted them to Essex House Chappel. Mr. 
Lindsay preached a most excellent, useful discourse on the subject of 
the address of the gospel to the lower and middling ranks of life 
principally, however to all, which shews both the wisdom and good- 
ness of God. The discourses and writings of the wise men of old 
among the heathens and even Jews and their Rabbis and scribes being 
to the wise men and wealthy and upper classes the lower being 
neglected and directed to their knowledge and practice from the 
dictates of their teachers implicitly. J. Williams is too deeply in- 
trenched in his systematic whim to gain new ideas and Capt. Johnson 
too patristic in his theology as well as politics to attend to the novel 
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dress of liberal truth. After Church walkt to Mrs. Kent’s and disen- 
gaged, or relinquished my half engaged lodgings and calling at said 
J. Williams and Capt. Johnson’s Lodgings, was soon satisfyed liberal 
generous notions in religion make but a slight, if any, impression, on 
minds unused to act but under tramels. Dined abroad, ylrae nekat 
thiw sepirg. deinapmocca yb eseth tot noonerof, denifnoc redniamer 
fo yad. Text “And they shall all teach every man his neibour, and 
every man his brother, saying know the Lord, for all shall know me 
from the least to the greatest.” p.m. unwell, at home. Capt. Coombes 
called, drank tea and helped me stow away remainder of my effects in 
evening. 


14. Dark sour sky. Mid a.m. cleared. Having paid my lodging bill, 
procured a Cart, loaded it with my baggage and departed. Lodged 2 
smaller trunks, portmanteau and hat box at my new lodgings at Mr. 
Council’s, proceeded to Mr. Houston’s, a packer of great St. Hellens 
Bishopgate street where I left my large trunk containing needless 
lumber, being to be put with Mr. Deberdts effects in a separate room 
aloft of which he has and keeps the key, which leave for I obtained 
some 8 or 10 days since. From thence to New England Coffee House. 
Dined at usual ordinary, proceeded to Park and after a few turns 
leisurely with tedious steps and slow, bent my course through Pimlico, 
Chelsea to Mr. Codds at Battersea where I am for a week or two to be 
lodged for 4/6 a week and 8d or od a dinner when I shall join the 
family. My intention being to exercise I shall employ the time, 
weather permitting, abroad. 


15. Dark cloudy morn and so continued all day. Confined by my 
disordered head and ear whizz, which proved extremely tedious and 


troublesome. Wind harsh at N. Dined at lodgings. 


16. Fine clear air, fresh and coolish, wind at N. a.m. walk to 
G[ilegible| through Wandsworth, intending to dine at the Worship- 
ful Maior’s house at the Sign of the , his name Postlethwait, 
but being somewhat early in point of time and Landlady telling me 
she had no victuals ready and dressed, nor anything wherewith to 
furnish me with a meal, after a short stay I e’en walkt about and re- 
turning back to the Ram at Wardsworth refresht myself with a dinner 
of boiled Eggs and toast and a small pot of Porter and a short inter- 
view with the young Landlady. Returned home by way of the Turn- 
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pike road, arriving at home at 3 o’clock, continued there the remainder 
of the day, dozing, reading &c. &c. 


17. Fine, clear, pleasant. Walkt to London and there dined. Re- 
turned back jaded at 5 o’clock. 


18. Same as yesterday. At mid noon very mild. Attended service at 
church it being Good Friday. Mr. Simpson the young reader preacht 
from “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that he through his poverty 
might be rich.” A very thin assembly, under a 100, this serious season 
but very little minded. My ear whizz obstinately tedious. p.m. and 
Evening at home, uncommonly fine and clear through the day. 


19. Same as yesterday. Walkt to London, dined and abode at New 
England Coffee House all midday. In going down met 2 humerous 
companies of sailors parading through the streets with an ancient [7 
word]. They were going to demand of the King their wages, having 
been discharged without payment, but in returning back through the 
Park could get no intelligence of their having made any demand either 
at the Palace or Admiralty, and therefore conclude they had been 
persuaded to separate on promise of speedy payment, a number yester- 
day having obtained the King’s promise that the sailors shall be re- 
lieved by the first instalment of the present loan to be made in a few 
days. My ear whizz during my walk from the Park to home less in 
degree than for some weeks past, though increasing immediately on 
entering the house. Evening as usual with family. 


20. Morn air dampish, raw appearance, A.M. cleared up and pleasant, 
wind fresh at S.W. Attended at Meeting House, Mr. Browne preached 
to a congregation of about 40, some well dressed people arriving. 
Text “And the publican standing afar off, would not lift up so much as 
his eyes to heaven, but smote upon his breast saying, God be merciful 
to me a Sinner.” Mr. Bell a large distiller, supposed one of the largest 
in England, is the Supporter of this Congregation, giving yearly £ 50. 
Returned and dined at home, my ear whizz continues and for ought I 
know with increase. Would it might abate. p.m. at parish church, the 
Curate or reader preached to a very thin Audience from “But Mary 
stood without the Sepulchre, weeping and as she wept she stooped 
down and looked into the sepulchre and seeth 2 Angels in white, the 
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one at the head and the other at the foot, where the body of Jesus had 
lain, and they say unto her, Woman Why weepeth thou? She saith 
unto them, because they have taken away my Lord and I know not 
where they have laid him.” 


21. Air cold raw, wind fresh at N.E. Within all day. At Meridian 
my ear whizz greatly abated. Battersea yearly fair begins this day, a 
meer country frolic, toys, gingerbread and liquor, the principal and 
properly the only articles of sale. 


22. At Meridian Capt. C. came to my lodgings by invitation, ac- 
companied him in a high cold wind to Clapham Common, returned 
by Church Naggs head and Falcon. After dinner went through fair, 
a lean spirited show. Bought a fairing and returned. At 5 he departed 
home in a drisle which continued through the whole P.M. and evening. 
Treated by Landlady with a dish of tea and cake. Directed my Land- 
lady to make [Sunderland? ] pudding and it proved most excellent. 


23. Morn dark, rain threatening appearance, not quite so cold, wind 
gone down. Ear whizz threatens a fresh attack, Walkt to London, 
dined, returned back at 5 o’clock Wind at N., N.E., raw. 


24. Same as yesterday. 


25. Cold raw air, dull dark sky, wind fresh at N.E. Walkt early to 
Wandsworth to view gardens advertised cheap, which on inspection 
found otherwise. Returned and at 12 walkt over to auction of a Mr. 
Gathercocks goods. Dined on boiled haddock, very small and inferior 
in quality to American. Ear whizz returned as troublesome as ever. 
P.M. and evening at home. 


26. Dark raw air, wind S.E. fresh. Walkt to London and there dined. 
Jonathan Williams seeing me took me to his lodgings in Cheapside 
where I abode an hour. At 3 o’clock passing over London bridge I 
bent my course homewards by Vauxhall and Battersea fields arriving 
at 5. Drank tea and passed remainder there. 


27. Sunday. Morn darkish, air mild, calm, wind at E., cleared away 
pleasant. Attended worship at Church, the Vicar preached from 
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“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there 
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave 
whether thou goest.” Dined at home and so remained in a fine clear 
cloudless, uncommonly warm sun during the whole p.m. At setting 
in of evening took a long strole per me ipsum through Battersea field. 


28. Very fine clear air, mild. Rose early and at 9 o’clock having paid 
my board &c., I took leave and departed for London via bankside 
having dispatched my small baggage the evening before to Waterman 
named Higgs to be lodged at Watermans Arms Hungerford stairs 
where on my arrival the clerk demanded double fair which I refused 
to allow leaving it in his hands determined to dispute his right to what 
he demanded but on fuller consideration, in latter part of the day, 
went and paid it and so the matter rests for present. The whole system 
of management on this side the water among tradesfolks &c. &c. is 
rapacity and fraud as far as my experience reaches. The whole circle 
of Dealers from the highest to the very lowest are governed by this 
invariable maxim to take every advantage, and is sacredly observed. 
Dined and drank tea at home. This day commences my board at Mr. 
Councill’s at 40 £ per annum. 


29. Dined at home with Company and after tea walkt with 3 Ladies 
to Mr. Bickerton’s house at Islington, returned at 8 o’clock. 


30. Clear calm fine morn. Wind Ely. Walkt to treasury, informed 
that payment will be made next Monday morning at 9 o’clock by Mr. 
Rayment. 


May, 1783. Clear fair morn, wind E., raw and somewhat piercing. 
Breakfasted at S. Conants lodgings by invitation, with his fellow 
_ lodger a young Welch from Boston and Mr. C. Passed an hour and 
_ took leave, wishing him a good voyage and safe arrival. Walkt out at 
Meridian to Change, afternoon to see Captain Johnson whom I found 
with Ladies is engaged to a play. Wrote Mr. Pynchon a letter en- 
closing list of books and directions for future supply and put into S. 
Conant’s hands, who is bound to Boston in a vessel directly. Passed 
p.M. and evening at home with family. 


2. Cloudy raw air, wind Ely. Capt. C. calling, we walkt together to 
Battersea, dined at Castle Tavern on Eggs and bacon, drank tea and 
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passed p.M. at late Landlady’s Mrs. Codd. Returned via bank and 
Southwark. 


3. Air raw, sky overcast, wind still at E. Meridian walk, visited 
Capt. Johnson, P.M. and evening at home. 


4. Fair clear morn and so continued, wind N.E. and chilly. Attended 
worship at usual place, Doctor Disney preached from “They profess 
that they know God; but by works they deny him, being abominable 
and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.’ Dined at 
home. Sky remarkably clear and blew. p.m. at same place, Mr. Lindsay 
preached from “And Jesus said, for judgment am I come into this 
world, that they which see not might see, and that they which see 
might be blind.” Returned home and there passed the remainder of 
the time. 


s. Fair clear mild air, wind at W. Walkt up to treasury and received 
a bankbill for 25 £, being my first 4’s allowance, and thence to Bank 
to exchange it for cash, thence home. Mr. Isaac Smith dined with me 
on indian meal pudding &c. p.m. and evening at home. 


6. Morn clear and mild air, wind S. Took an a.m. walk to visit J. 
Williams and Capt. Johnson, both absent. Returned home indisposed, 
till p.m. Air grown cold. Walkt up to Charing Cross to do 2 errands 
returned and staid at home remainder of time. Drank dish coffee. 


7. Morn cloudy, air raw. At home all day, except a short walk. 
8. Same as yesterday. 


g. Clear pleasant. Visited Mr. Smith at Wills Coffee House? Searle 
Street Lincolns Inn. After some little abode walked out together, in- 
tending to view a remarkable large [bream?] vat in Liquor pond 
street, said to contain 1100 hogsheads; not admitted. Proceeded to 
Dissenting Academy in Hoxton to visit Master Rowe a fellow lodger 
with me at Exeter. Returned via Clerkenwell green to show my part- 
ner the new Session house called new Hicks’s hall. Separated, each to 
his destination at 2 o’clock. He agreed to call on me at tea time, came 


1. Will’s Coffee House, Serle Street, Lincoln’s Inn, No. 1547 in Lillywhite, Coffee 
Houses. 
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The Westminster Electors chairing their Favorite Candidate, 1783. Fox is 
chaired by men with asses’ heads, the procession led by geese (the electors). 
Three owls watch skeptically from a branch overhead while the asses and geese 
shout “Huzza” and “Fox for ever.” (See entry for 7 April 1783.) 
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Shelb ns Sacrifice, Or the recommended Loyalists, a faithful representation 
of a Tragedy shortly to be performed on the Continent of America, 1783. In an 
imaginary American landscape two red Indians are slaughtering American 
loyalists while Shelburne looks on with satisfaction. The peace terms supported 
by Shelburne were attacked (perhaps unjustly ) for leaving the loyalists to the 
mercy of the American victors. (See entries for 28 December 1782 and 18 
February 1783.) 
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after, took together a ramble to Dog and Duck. After a short peep just 
to present a new object never before seen we departed and at the 
Strand took leave of each other, he going to a visit, me home. Capt. C. 
called on me in the interim. 


zo. Clear air, mild, wind Wly. Within all a.m. and p.m. Walkt with 
Mrs. Council to Shoreditch alms house in Kingsland road to see a 
wonderful old man who makes ingenious things in straw, talks in the 
language of the Bible, has it almost at his fingers ends and readily 
quotes Chapter and Verse to illustrate any point. Pretends to tell 
future events some of which, ’tis said, have found a speedy fulfilment, 
2 were told me; their authenticity not asserted nor required. Is at times 
mente captus, and was in that condition this day. Referred to call on 
Wednesday next at 4 o’clock p.m. Returned by way of Charles Square 
Hoxton, drank tea at Mr. Atkins and arrived at home by 7 o’clock. 


11. Fair, clear, air cool, wind W. Attended at usual place, Mr. 
Lindsay preached from “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me,” or as it should be translated ‘“When I be lifted 
up.” Returned and dined at home. p.m. at same place, Doctor Disney 
preached from “The rich and poor meet together; the Lord is the 
maker of them both.” Passed remainder time at home. 


12. Clear fair, air in morn raw and Meridian milder and pleasant. 
Walkt to Change and abode there 1 hour. Returned home with Capt. 
C. whom I there met. 


13. Fine clear air and mild. Capt. C. called early by agreement, 
breakfasted with me and then departed to take coach for Kew bridge 
at 9 o’clock, arrived at 11. From thence walkt on foot through Kew 
and the terass to Richmond and through Twickenham to Hampton 
Court. Dined at Kings Arms, proceeded through gardens to the 
Palace, passing through observed the paintings in better order than 
before, was informed they were lately cleaned by Kings order and 
some new ones brought from Queens House and Kensington. Re- 
turning back via Bushy park &c. on road between Richmond and Kew 
being overtaken by a returned Chaize, agreed with Driver for 2/. 
Entered and at 10 o’clock were set down at end of Dover Street 
Piccadilly, thence on foot home, arriving near 11, family being just 
retired to bed. Was told by our attendant a decent obliging man and 
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more intelligent than my former females there that Kensington Palace 
may be seen as well as the others though not commonly known, and 
directed me how also that Hyde Park came to the Croun by Dutchess 
of York, Lord Clarendon’s dauter the mother of Queens Mary and 
Ann and would in 8 years revert back, unless the King should obtain a 
new lease thereof. 


14. Thin milky clouds, morn and a.m. Walkt abroad, returned 
soon and wrote a 2d copy of orders to my Wife inclosed to Mr. Ward. 
p.M. walkt with Mrs. C. and Snelson and Mr. P[itman] my fellow 
boarder to Shoreditch workhouse to see a Mr. Best who at times is out, 
the most perfect textuarian, who without looking in the Bible refers 
to particular texts repeating the very words, and calling them to the 
number of many verses. Often, sometimes opposite to the circum- 
stances of the applier. Seems not at a loss for any word or order in the 
text, repeats slowly. He first looks into the right hand, pretending to a 
great knowledge of palmistry. His language is only in Scripture 
phrases, his room, large in extent, is filled almost with work of his 
own, in straw, of scripture stories; as the Creation, flood, passage of 
Israelite over Red Sea &c.; from New Testament, Christ’s nativity, 
baptism in Jordan, miracles of loaves and fishes, broad and narrow way 
that leads to life, crucifixion, laying in tomb, rising from the dead, 
called ascension, day of Judgment, last trumpet sounding &c. &c. 
These are separate compartments made of straw with divisions in the 
same style and materials. Is continually, when not interrupted by 
Company, at work in making small works of flowers, rings in imita- 
tion of large seal rings, one of which he put on my finger now in my 
possession. By his ready application and repeating the very words of 
Scripture and the places wherein they are to be found, he seems to 
have got the whole bible by heart. After looking into my hand he 
referred me to sundry texts, some of which, I confess struck me with 
astonishment and confusion, among other texts he applied the follow- 
ing to me being then a refugee from America in London, particularly 
Deuteronomy 30 Chapter 3, 4, 5 verses. Though not more than 55 
years of age, so totally void of care respecting himself that he must be 
put to bed and taken out, fed with meat and drink like an infant. He 
will not bear to be called Mr., nor thanked for his present; loves fruit 
and will accept of it but will not accept, nor suffer a present of money. 
The posture he receives his visiters in is sitting within his little straw 
cell, looks on one only when he takes a hand to examine, and if he 
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likes his visiters, on departure seizes the hand in both his and kisses it 
warmly, bidding God speed in scripture phrases. Returned after an 
hour’s visit, drank tea and played at Mrs. Snelson’s at tredille.* 


15. Clear pleasant morn, wind N.W. Walkt to Will’s Coffee House 
to visit Mr. Smith, gone out, left a card. Returned back and paid a 
visit to Capt. Johnson and after, on Change; read news at New Eng- 
land Coffee House addressed to New York, thence home. P.M. at 
home, Capt. C. called and drank tea with me. Evening as usual with 


family. 


16, Fair clear warm Morn. Meridian lively air. Sky covered with 
milky clouds. Walkt out early and paid Mr. Smith a visit. He accom- 
panied me home and took a letter to convey to Mr. Bretland, wrote 3 
weeks since. p.M. at home. Evening walk with Mrs. Council to Alders- 
gate street turnpike. Air mild all day. Wind S. 


17. Fine mild air and clear. Walkt early to Bishopgate street to en- 
quire about my trunk, found it in the condition left in Mr. Houston’s 
outer workshop. Proceeded to Mr. Deberdt’s, he promised to have it 
conveyed in to the room his own goods are deposited. Assigned for 
his neglect a mislaying the key. Having been inattentive myself to 
my own interest I wonder not others, unconcerned, should be forget- 
ful of a promise. Returned and continued my walk to Mr. Danforth’s 
lodgings, thence home by way of Hyde Park, passing 4 hour in view- 
ing the Horse Guards exercised, and from thence along Piccadilly. 
P.M. and evening at home. Night following a rain! Greatly wanted. 


18. Dark cloudy damp air, small rain. Attended at usual place. Mr. 
Lindsay preached from “And it came to pass the day after that he 
_ went into a City called Nain; and many of his desciples went with 
him and much people.” p.m. at same place, Doctor Disney preached 
from “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 
Drank tea and remained at home. 


19. Dark cold rainy day, wind N. Within till 5 o’clock. Went out 
accompanied by Mr. Pitman my fellow boarder to Drury lane play- 
house to see Mrs. Siddons the favourite trajic actress of the public in 


2. In the letter book under this date appears a postscript to Curwen’s letter of 5 
April to his wife and a note to Ward asking him to see she received it. 


922 May 1783 LONDON 


the character of Jane Shore which she well supported; not having seen 
her before. Returned in a coach, it being very rainy. 


20. Fine clear blew sky, brisk air, very agreeable and soft. Dined 
at Mr. Deberdt’s. Accompanied her, him and Capt. J[ohnson] and 
Mr. W. to [7 word] in a coach. Loosing my Company I returned on 
foot. 


21. Fine clear air and pleasant. Walkt to Mr. W., thence up Strand, 
to take my new watch from Toulmins, back to Somerset house to take 
a view of Pictures at royal academy Exhibition; abode there 3 hours. 
Returned at 3 o’clock and dined at home. The rooms greatly crouded. 
p.M. walkt to New England Coffee House. Drank tea at home with 
a visiter, Miss Patris, and in the evening a Mr. Hale a brewer, of a rude 
clownish disagreeable behavior. 


22. As yesterday. Wrote a letter directed to Capt. Johnson, and 
inclosed my 2d copy of letter to my wife therein. Proceeded to St. 
James Park and walkt 2 hours. Returning I passed a croud attending 
one ballancing a ladder ro feet high on his hand and discharging a gun 
fixed on top thereof by a string communicating below. Informed that 
Refugees or as they affect to denominate themselves Joyalists petition 
to Parliament is presented and supported by Lord North, and (as he 
tells the agents) by all in administration; that all who have pensions 
may continue to receive them by their agents here, go where they will, 
even if they shall reside in Massachusetts or any of the United States. 
P.M. and evening at home. 


23. Very cold, raw, air, wind at N. and N.E. Within all day. A 
visitor from the Country, young Rowe from Hoxton Academy called 
and brought me a letter from Sally Bretland, Exeter. 


24. Dark raw air, abated in degree since yesterday. Took a P.M. 
walk to New England Coffee House and Capt. Johnson’s lodgings. 


Company at home at cards. 


25. Duskish, raw air, wind N. Attended worship at usual place, Mr. 
Lindsay preacht “And upon the first day of the week, when the dis- 
ciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them.” An 
instructive useful discourse. p.M. same place. Doctor Disney preached 
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from “Surely there is a reward for the righteous.” Returned directly 
home and continued alone some hours; all family out. 


26. Fair clear sky. Wind at N.E., somewhat harsh. Took a long 
meridian walk. p.m. and evening at home. 


27. Darkish rainy, air cold. Within all day. 
28. Same as yesterday. 
29. Same as day before. Within all day. 


30. Fine clear air, wind W., mild. a.m. walk, met several country- 
men whom I had not seen for some years. Proceeded to Capt. Coombes 
lodgings, now employed on board a vessell. Delivered a message from 
Joseph Hooper, which will be agreeable, they both being desirous to 
see each other. In passing, observed a fat, jolly, lusty fellow, sitting 
and writing in a small one horse cart, writing with his foot and toes 
instead of arms, hands and fingers, of which he has none. His writing 
much beyond mediocrity or that commonly styled a good hand. Eve- 
ning at Astleys riding house, performances in horsemanship excellent, 
beyond Hughes at his royal circus; the building of the latter most 
elegant. 


31. A very fine day, clear mild air, wind W. Visited Mr. Danforth; 
at 6 o'clock took coach and in company with 3 Ladies rode to Vaux- 
hall, leaving 3 gentlemen to follow on foot. The evening very fine, 
numerous company, supt &c. my company in high spirits. Departed at 
1 o'clock, and arrived at home at 2 on foot. 


June 1783, 1. Very fine clear air, wind at S.E., a little rawish at 
Meridian. Attended worship and communion at usual place, Doctor 
Disney preached, Mr. Lindsay administered the elements. Text “For 
if in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable.” Returned and dined at home alone, the family and my 
fellow boarder out, on different parties. p.m. Mr. Lindsay preached 
from “And it came to pass while he blessed them he was parted from 
them, and carried up into heaven, and they worshipped him and re- 
turned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple 
praising and blessing God. Amen.” Remainder of p.m. and evening 
at home all alone. 
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2. Fair clear and warm, wind Sly. Walkt to Redriff, visitor Capt. 
Coombes on board the John at Horselydown stairs, lying off. Abode 
with him till 8 o’clock. Dined and drank tea. From 2 to 6 a fine warm 
shower. 


3. Ditto as yesterday. 


4. Cloudy; at Meridian rain. p.m. variable weather. Meridian walk, 
P.M. and evening at home. 


5. Cloudy, air mild, wind Sly. Within all a.m. 


6. Clear mild air. Walkt down through Wapping, Shadwell, and 
Limehouse, to Isle of Doggs, passed an agreeable terass walk and the 
Gut house Inn. The Isle of Doggs is connected to the main by a marsh 
of 20 rodds wide at the end of Limehouse hole. From the terrass the 
road lies over a meadow of considerable extent leading to Blackwell 
where the East Indies ships unload. p.m. and evening at home alone, 
the family and boarder out on separate parties. 


7. Sky overcast, dim sun, air mild. Within tll dinner. p.m. walk 
with Mr. Pitman my fellow boarder to a depository of natural and 
artifical curiositys in Fleet Street. Returned and drank tea at home, 
declining my friends offer of a treat at tea house. A person in my 
absence enquired at the door if that was my lodging house; was by 
description I strongly suspect my Townsmen Benjamin Pickman 
who has hunted it out for the malicious purpose of repeating his un- 
provoked abuse, having long since renounced all acquaintance with 
him as an insufferable clown, spiteful, mischievous, envious, stupid, 
unfeeling, selfish and spunging. I wish I may be mistaken for I am 
resolved to ascertain the enquirer’s name. Should it prove an un- 
grounded conjecture I’ll obliterate the foregoing, though I am per- 
suaded it is not an exaggerated description, having had too many 
proofs of the truth of each imputation, in the course of ro or 12 
months mortifying connexion with him.+ 


8. Overcast, damp air, wind at N. Attended as usual, Mr. Lindsay 
preached for “Let this mind be in you, which was in Christ Jesus.” 


1, To Sally Bretland at Exeter, Curwen wrote a friendly letter with news and 
gossip of mutual friends. 
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Dined at home, company. Changed linnen from winters to summers, 
not without dread of taking a cold but too generally attendant there- 
on. P.M. walkt to Hoxton to put a letter to Sally Bretland into young 
Rowe’s (a student) hands in the Academy there, bound tomorrow 
morn to Exeter. Returned back in one hour. Attended as before, 
Doctor Disney preached from “Wherefore lay aside all filthiness and 
superfluity of naughtyness, and receive with meekness the engrafted 
word, which is able to save your souls.” Air very close and hot. 
Walked with young J. who accompanied me to Church over Black- 
friars bridge, thence homewards; drank tea and walkt with Company 
to Tower on the Walk, as is allowable on this day. Passed evening at 
home and supt on gooseberry fool. 


g. Sky overcast, wind S., air damp and rawish. Walkt to Change, 
delivered a letter for Captain J. at Capt. C. office, thence home, re- 
laxed and indisposed. p.m. walkt with Mr. R. Pitman to Islington to 
Hiberry place, thence homewards on banks of new river, to Goswell 
and Aldersgate street home. 


10. Clear pleasant air, wind W. To St. James Park where I passed 2 
hours, thence home where I| abode the remainder of time. 


11. Same as yesterday. Walkt to Horsely down and Folly bridge 
Rotherhithe. p.m. within reading. Eve on agreeable solitary walk 
through Aldersgate street on Turnpike to Sadlers Wells, thence 
through woods, and Compton Street to aforesaid street home. 


12. Damp and dusty all day, air soft, wind S. Within all a.m. Capt. 
Coombes called, dined and staid till near 9 o’clock p.m. Walkt at 
Meridian up to Holborn with him and P.M. same as yesterday. 


13. Dark drisly morn &c. 


14. Same as yesterday, meridian cleanish and closed in alternately. 
Some showers. Walk abroad detained by rain. p.m. within, drisly at 
times, warm. 


15. Sky is overcast by thin clouds. Sun in a.m. and Meridian dim 
and clear, Attended worship usual place, Mr. Lindsay preached from 
13 St. Matthew 53 and following verse, “And it came to pass that 
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when Jesus had finished these parables, he departed thence &c.” P.M. 
rainy, within. Joseph Hooper called, drank tea and abode till 9 o’clock. 
Gave him a certificate as he desired though I fancy it will be of no 
effect, respecting his property, business and manner of living, of 
which as I knew I can say but little. Memo: of late I have been sadly 
perplexed every night in dreams concerning the state of my affairs 
and reception at Salem all of which are distressing and of the same 
melancholy tenor, much like as I experienced some years since at 
Exeter, though the subject of this is rarely in my thoughts by day, or 
whilst awake after retirement, of set purpose excluding them as un- 
friendly to my peace of mind. 


16. Dark drisly morn. a.M. cloudy, now and then sun appears. Took 
a Meridian walk into Sion College gardens Aldermanbury, Proceeded 
along London wall through Houndsditch to Pettie coat lane through 
a narrow, many angled, walled, lonesome alley, to latter lane, thence 
to Whitechappell and along [Batress? | buildings to Spitalfield; thence 
across Bishopgate street into old bethlem, moorfields, Bunhill row, 
Old street road, goswell and Aldersgate street, to lodgings; being em- 
ployed therein 2 hours. p.m. at home and evening. 


17. Still cloudy and drisly, air raw. Meridian walk. 
18. As yesterday; a.M. within. Meridian walk, p.m. at home. 


19. Milky sky. Air fresh at S. Walkt up fields beyond White Con- 
duit house to see great cricket match played; Lord Winchelsea, 
Euston, and Strathaven, Sir Peter Bunill &c. A very severe head ach 
soon drove me off the field. Returned and laid on the bed, obtained 
some relief thereby. P.M. set off with intention to take a ride to Hack- 
ney, no Coach being ready proceeded on foot, arrived at Mermaid 
tavern and gardens, passing % an hour there; and from thence by 
Dalston and Kingsland returned back pedetatim at 8 o’clock. 


20. Sky milky, sun dimly out then closes in frequently. Within till 
Meridian. p.m. with company at home. Mr. Timmins called to take 
leave before his departure into Country. 


21. Cloudy darkish morn, air damp and coolish. Meridian walk to 
Holborn with Mrs. Council, returned back in a coach on account of 
the shower. p.M. Walkt to Strand. Evening at home reading. 
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22. Cloudy, darkish morn, air close. Attended worship as usual, 
Mr. Lindsay, preached from “But thou when thou prayest, enter into 
they closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy father 
which is in secret, and thy father which seeth in secret shall reward the 
openly.” p.m. attended at same place, Doctor Disney preached from 
“He will fulfill the desire of such as fear him; he also will hear their 
cry, and will save them.” After service returned home and drank 
coffee with my fellow boarder, and from thence walked out in his 
company to the tower over London bridge to Lambeth, and by the 
palace terrass walk over Westminster bridge to home where we 
arrived at 10 0’clock. 


23. Clear morn and cool, a.m. and meridian delightfully warm and 
pleasant. Walkt out. p.m. walkt with Mr. and Mrs. C. to mermaid 
gardens Hackney. 


24. Clear fine morn. Walk to Fleet street &c. p.m. walk to Florida 
gardens, Brompton. Not finding the object advertised worthy a ticket, 
soon returned it, and requiring back the price departed. In returning 
called in at Mrs. Atwoods, Yeoman’s row, and going through Sloane 
Street proceeded to Chelsea road where on the bank terrace between 
the Cut and river I overtook and joyned Mr. Samuel Mather’ and his 
wife, lately Peggy Gerrish and stopping at their Lodgings Pimlico 
abode till after 9 o’clock, being the first sight of her since her arrival 
in England. 


25. Milky sky, sun out but dimish, air soft. Meridian walk into 
City; on Change, met Capt. C. Took a circuits walk with him. p.m. 
he called and drank tea and after went to artillery ground to see the 
Artillery Company exercise; thence through Moorsfields to Fish 
Street hill in my way home. 


26. Clearish morn, sun out, hot close air at Meridian. Walkt and 
visited Mr. Danforth and S. P[orter]. With him returned at 4 past 2 
o'clock. p.M. at home. Evening at Sadlers Well. 


27. Clear pleasant air, very warm. A.M. walk to Mr. Hughes, bishop- 
gate street, after to Mr. Watts Druggist on score of my ear whizz. P.M. 


2. Probably Samuel Mather (1737-1813), son of the Rev. Samuel Mather of 
Boston. He was justice of the peace in the province of Quebec, clerk of the customs 
in Boston, and an exile for many years in Wales. His mother was a sister of Governor 
Hutchinson. 
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walk with Mr. A. to Highgate through Kentishtown, returned back at 
9 o'clock, light at this season not shut in. 


28.Sky covered wih white clouds, air dampish. a.m. at home. Walkt 
to Mr. Bickertons, Islington with him and Mrs. Councill, drank tea 
and returned at 9 o’clock. 


29. Morn milky sky, a.m. clear and very close air. Attended wor- 
ship at usual place. Mr. Lindsay preached from “Now this that I 
declare unto you I praise you not, that you come together not for 
the better but for the worse. For first of all, when ye come together in 
the church, I hear that there be divisions among you, and I partly be- 
lieve it.” After service entered into temple church where the Master, 
Bishop Thurlow, of Lincoln, was preaching and thence into the 
gardens. p.M. attended at same place, Doctor Disney preached from 
“And if thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? And if thou doest 
not well sin lieth at thy door, and unto thee shall be woe.” After service 
walkt with Mr. Pitman my fellow boarder to Battersea, stopped for a 
few moments in at my former Landlord Codds, having in our way 
drank tea at Union tea house Chelsea. Returned via the fields, arrived 
at home at 10 0’clock. 


30. Warm air, milky sky, wind as of late at N. At Meridian walkt 
to Change, p.m. to the Artificial flower gardens at Spring Gardens, a 
beautiful imitation of natural flowers laid out in walks, containing in 
borders a great variety of the most pleasing flowers, and many species 
of wall fruit with those of the season and climate placed in natural 
attitudes on the boughs in good preservation, having a small piece of 
water with a jet d’eau in the center and a swan floating on its surface, 
besides a stream of water falling down a rugged precipice into a bason 
the upper part of the side covered with perspective views, which en- 
livens the room, being of a faint green ground, the whole room about 
80 or go feet in length, about 50 broad and 25 high, the top about an 
entire sky light. For admission till this day 2/6, now 1/ at which latter 
price I saw it. 


July 1, 1783. Clearish warm air, sun in and out. At Meridian walkt 
to Park and there abode 2 or 4 hours. p.m. at home, Capt. C. drank tea 
with me. Very hot close air all day. 
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2. Same as yesterday but to a greater degree. At Meridian took a 
short fatiguing saunter in a very hot sun, the mercury in the ther- 
mometer being up at 94. At evening after tea walkt to mile end with 
fellow boarder to visit family, they being absent we strolled home 
through Bethnall green and Spitalfields continuing our progress to 
Peacock Grays Inn Lane where having refreshed with a draft of fine 
cool Burton ale we arrived at home between g and 10 o’clock. 


3. Damp rawish air, sky overcast, after clear and very close. 


4. As yesterday. Received at New England Coffee House letters 
from Salem, viz. one from Mr. Pynchon dated May 12, 3 from Mr. R. 
Ward all of same tenor and date, two via New York and one by hands 
of young William Vans of Salem from whom I received the former, 
[ whose? ] alteration in 8 years had so entirely concealed (altered) him 
from my knowledge that I could scarcely recognize him after his dis- 
covery of himself. From him I’ve received a more rational and prob- 
able account of persons there than had hitherto come to my knowl- 
edge. p.M. and evening at home. 


s. As before respecting the air &c. Meridian walk, p.m. at home. In 
my walk through the various parts of Bartholomew close never before 
explored I observed 2 men hard at a laborious work, which exciting 
my curiosity I e’en turned in and on enquiry was told their business is 
called Sweep washing, leaving the reader of this to inform himself as 


I myself did. Supt on raspberry jam. 


6. Cloudy, air still close. Attended at little Castor lane meeting 
House, Mr. Taylor preached from “Vow unto God and see thou fail 
not to perform what thou has vowed.” After service walkt through 
Aldersgate street, Old street, Moorfields, and Chiswell street to home. 
At 5 o'clock walkt to Magdeline hospital, but not having a ticket nor 
the unnecessary returned back as far as Cock lane where meeting 
people entering a house which on inquiry I found to be a Welsh 
meeting house; joyning them I staid out service that was performed in 
that language, the preacher a stranger named Jenkins, text in English 
“Jesus wept.” Assembly about 200, room about 30 feet in length, 18 
broad and 18 high. Returned home in the rain. 


7. Respecting the weather, as yesterday. Meridian walk. p.m. and 
evening at home. 
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8. Weather same. Morn visited by young Lakin of Birmingham. At 
Meridian walkt to treasury and received 4’s allowance. P.M. walkt to 
Strand, remainer time at home, heard of late Landlady’s death, some- 
time since expected. Received from Doctor Basholt some directions 
respecting my ear. Having out of mear curiosity applied the day be- 
fore, to a woman advertising Doctress from whom I neither received 
advice nor medicine. 


g. Weather and air continued. Young Lakin made a 2d visit this 
morn, desiring me to accompany him to the gallery of house of com- 
mons which I engaged at the late hour of 4 past 3 o’clock p.m. Took 
an A.M. walk to Strand. Returned and wrote a recommendatory letter 
of one Cope to Mr. T. R. Boston! at my fellow lodger Mr. R. Pitman’s 
desire, and after walkt to Change. p.m. walk as before agreed to 
gallery of house of commons, which after a few minutes was ad- 
journed; thence to house Lords into which got an easy admittance, 
below the bar a considerable throng. A Councillor of law, a Mr. 
Cooper was pleading at the bar in a case wherein the distillers were 
concerned; on the 3d reading of the bill, the Lord Effingham rose and 
objected to various clauses, all of which were overruled and the bill 
passed. A message from the Commons was received and read. In the 
former case Lord Effingham called the first Lord of the treasury, the 
Duke of Portland, who rose and to my seeming acquitted himself 
being indifferently. In his person he is of an unpleasing figure and 
countenance. The former, Lord Effingham had the appearance both 
in his person and dress of a Common Country Farmer, a great Coat 
with brass buttons, frock fashion, his hair short, strait and to appear- 
ance uncombed, his face rough, vulgar and brown, as also his hands. 
In short he had the look of a labouring farmer or grazier. There were 
in the house 3 Bishops and about 22 or 23 Lay Lords. I abode there till 
the adjournment, near 2 hours. From thence with my Companion to 
Chelsea hospital and through the Park home where we broke up at 11 
o'clock, my Companion there taking his leave. 


10. Milky sky, close sultry air, short meridian walk. Same p.m. Eve- 


ning close air, brisk heat lightning, very little thunder or rain. Night, 
extreme hot.’ 


1. The letter described “the bearer” as “of a respectable family and possessed of 
considerable property himself.” 

2. To George Russell of Birmingham, Curwen wrote on learning of the dis- 
solution of Smith Son & Russell, asking to whom to enquire concerning “the small 
sum I stood creditor for with the late Company.” 
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11. Same as yesterday. a.M. walk to deliver a memo to young Vans, 
he desired me to write out for him, thence to Horse Guards to deter- 
mine the time whereby to set right my watch if needed but it being so 
near I thought it needless. Returned through Whitehall, Scotland 
Yard &c. to Buckingham street at bottom of which bordering on bank 
of river in a very convenient Alcove wherein I entered with a for- 
eigner who proving communicatively inclined, I attended for near an 
hour to his relation, the subject being the small degree of liberty the 
Country enjoys compared with the States of Germany, particularly 
the King of Russias domains which he endeavored to exemplify from 
that Monarchs readily redressing all acts of injustice either from his 
Courts or from the oppression of one subject to another. The other 
proof was the burthensome taxes of this Country to which the Ger- 
man states are not liable, the demeasnes of the Prince and other 
sources furnish them with an income independent on taxes. A 3d was 
the exhorbitant fees and delays of justice in our Courts, which are 
just causes enough and more than enough for complaint, crying aloud 
for redress, which alas there is but little reason to hope for. This gen- 
tleman’s foreign accent and imperfect acquaintance with our language 
rendered but little of his conversation intelligible but I endeavoured to 
conceal my ignorance of his meaning by shruggs, approbatory signs, 
and replies and questions by way of enquiry in what I did comprehend. 
On going off he seemed pleased and thanked me for my company. The 


air extremely close and relaxing.* 


12. Wind and weather continued. By appointment I dined at Mr. 
Deberdts. At 6 o’clock departed in his one horse chaize with Mrs. D. 
for their country lodgings in Wormley parish, on Sir Abram Hume’s 
lands and Manor Herts passing through Shoreditch parish, Kingsland, 
Stoke Newington, Tottenham highcross, Edmonton, Ponders end, 
Enfield highway, ditto Wash, in Middlesex, Waltham cross, ‘Theo- 
bolds, Chestunt street, ditto Wash, Wormley, the place of our destina- 
tion, alighting at Farmer Hatts about ro o’clock. Mr. D. followed and 
arrived sometime after, on horseback. 


13. Weather continued, wind fresh at S.E. Being Sunday I attended 
worship at Meeting House in Turnford so called, a district lying be- 


3. Ashort note to Richard Ward acknowledged some letters and added: “I hereby 
acknowledge with thanks the receipt of my friend Mr. Pynchon’s letter of 12 May 
last, through whom you will please to acquaint the Social Library what occasions 
they may have for a supply from hence they shall be freely welcome to my services 
without fee or reward.” 
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tween Chestnut and Wormley about 3 miles from our house. The 
place was small, the assembly respectable in point of members and 
appearance, the preacher named Townshend serious and energetic in 
his manner, discourse edifying, text “Who is a God like unto thee, that 
pardoneth iniquity and passeth by the remnant of his heritage? He 
retaineth not his anger forever, because he delighteth in mercy.” Re- 
turned and dined at home. p.m. Mr. and Mrs. D. and myself attended 
prayers at parish church, standing in Sir Abram’s ground who 1s the 
presentee therof, a miserable small, dark old forsaken temple, seeming- 
ly in a state of dereliction though its revenues are far from contempt- 
ible, amounting to 200 £ and more, of which its present incumbent 
is a D.D. within a month of his advancement hereto; accompany- 
ing our Landlord, wife, family and friend to the christning of their 
new born dauter, named Susannah, and the Churching of the mother. 
After service invited to drink tea and taste the christning cake, thence 
we departed to an evening service at our a.M. place of worship, I 
on foot as before, Mr. and Mrs. D. in the chaize, distant from our 
house is 3 miles, Preacher same as in a.M. All his performances are 
extemporaneous, text was parable of Dives and Lazarus in 16 Chapter 
St. Luke from 19 to 31 inclusive. Service from 6 to 8 o’clock fuller 
assembly than morn. 


14. Wind and weather same as yesterday. At 11 o’clock set off in a 
lone walk through Lord Mason’s Park and grounds for Mr. Hughes at 
Hoddesdon at which I arrived in an hour, found him at house and 
abode one hour. Attempting to return via Cock and Hughes’s lane, 
after some needless length of road that carried me wide of my port I 
crossed in Lord Monson’s grounds and by working several traverses 
at length came in sight of the mansion whereby I found my direct 
course home where I arrived just at the time agreed on, viz., half past 
two. Mr. Townshend, yesterday’s preacher came on invitation and 
dined with us; after tea, He and Mr. D. on horses, Mrs. D. and I in the 
chaize took an airing. Our course lay across Hoddesdon over the New 
and Lea, rivers into Essex, along the meadows. Leaving these we 
entered a rough lonely road that continued to the top of a very long 
hill of quick ascent on the summit whereof stands Royden from 
whence forwards both land and road had a very different appearance. 
Passed Stansteadbury and church standing on the edge of the eminance 
and ¥, a mile distance from the town of any house except one Gentle- 
man’s seat in its neibourhood, overlooking the extensive field called 


the Ryeho field perhaps from the grain of that kind for which it is 
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noted. Descending into the plain strolling for a mile or two on either 
hand we passed the house well known in the history of Charles 2d for 
the real or imaginary plot against government hatched or laid there 
and where the two rivers Lea and New, running scarce more than 10 
rodds asunder, through the whole length of the plain and always 
parallel to each other. At 10 o’clock arrived at home under Mrs. D.’s 
guidance, having after passing the bad road complimented her with 
the reins in the management whereof she is very expert. 


15. Wind fresh, air not as sultry, though somewhat of a vapour 
hovers round the horizon. In my room till 4% past 12 from breakfast. 
Thence forward for an hour past in walking towards Weston’s, at 
mid P.M. rode with Mrs. D. to Ware, attended by the servant. Re- 
turned by 9 o’clock, retired to rest at 11. Towards morn fell a fine 
refreshing shower. 


16. Sky still overspread with watery clouds. a.m. small rain, wind 
S.W., threatning appearnce. At Meridian cleared up. Packt up in 
order for my departure to leave my bundle to be conveyed next 
Tuesday by Mrs. D. to London; Contents 2 ruffled shirts, 2 stocks, 1 
marseilles quilted white cotton waistcoat, plain, all in a light brown 
silk and cotton handker. Dined, took leave, kissed the young ladies and 
departed on foot to go %4 mile to meet a returning carriage to London. 
One stage set off from White Horse Wormly loaded within and with- 
out just as my arrival. Keeping on I walked to Enfield highway, a dis- 
tance of 5 or 6 miles on foot, Luckily a diligence passing by with one 
only passenger I quickly agreed with the driver for my fare, and 
entering joined a very conversible fellow traveller with whom I passed 
the remainder of my journey of 10 miles very much to my ease and 
entertainment, alighting together at the end of Chiswell street. He 
proceeded forwards and I crossing Moorfield walkt to Mr. D.’s house 
whom not finding at home retraced my steps back and set my face 
homewards where I soon arrived. Mr. C. being at home we joined 
and sat down to a dish of tea, Mrs. C. being gone since yesterday to 
Bath for a country excursion of a month or 6 weeks. Retired to my 
chamber and at 10 o’clock have just entered the minutes of the last 5 


days. 


17. Fine clear warm air, midday hot. a.m. walkt to treasury for a 
receipt for Capt. C. agreeable to his desire per letter, he being confined. 
No officers there. Proceeded thence to his lodgings, thence home via 
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Change where I staid and rested an hour. At return found a line from 
Mr. Mather with compliments, he having called in my absence, wind 
at S.W. p.m. in Chamber. Evening took a stroll to Sadlers Well, stopt 
in at G. Baily at Empress of Russias head to have a sight of an enormous 
animal called the child of the sun, thence to city road, stopping at the 
peerless pool and thence home via Old street, Grub street &c. 


18. Same as yesterday. Took a 2d walk to treasury, returned re 
infecta, Mr. [7 word] being troubled with tooth ach, declined bus- 
iness. Passing over London bridge, proceeded to Capt. C. lodgings. 
Meeting Mr. A. in the way we joined. Returned home at 3 o’clock. 
Within all p.m. Evening walk with Mr. P. my fellow lodger. 


79. Same wind and weather. a.M. walkt to call on young Vans. P.M. 
walk with Mr. P., fellow lodger to floating bath beyond Westminster 
bridge, thence to Smith’s gardens, returned by Dog and Duck, 
crouded with jews and jewesses as customary on this evening, &c. 
&c. In passing along overtook a Company flogging a pickpocket dis- 
covered in taking a handkerchief from a gentleman’s pocket. Passed 
remainder of evening and supt with a Mr. Coap to whom [| am to give 
a letter of introduction to Mr. Russell at Boston, at Mr. Bowles’s house 
No. 4o Friday Street, the family being gone into the Country. 


20. Wind and weather continued. Attended worship at usual place. 
Doctor Disney preached from . P.M. same preacher from 
“Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.” Young 
Mr. Vans called on me, and accompanied me to church. After service 
walkt for a pasttime in Temple Gardens; drank tea with me, thence 
departed with design to take a [7 word] ramble which the rain 
shortened. Returning back to the door could obtain no admission the 
maid being just gone out, invited by an opposite neibour to sit in her 
parlour, but my needs prevented accepting her polite offer. Applyed 
for admission at Mr. Snelson’s which happily obtaining and after a 
short stay within their domains passed more than an hour in walking 
and at 9 o’clock gained admittance. 





21. Sky milky, air fresh, wind Wly. night preceeding extremely 
close and hot. a.m. walk to Mr. Basnet to have my ear syringed with 
cold water, for cure of the hissing sound continually troubling me. 
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Wrote a letter to Thomas Russell at Boston.’ p.m. visited Mr. and Mrs. 
Mather at Pimlico. At my return found a letter from Mr. Pynchon, 
Salem, New England dated June 14. Wrote to Mr. Timmins at 
Wolverhampton. 


22. Wind and weather continued. Received a blank receipt at 
treasury for Capt. C., proceeded to his lodgings to get him to sign, 
took it back, disappointed by the officer’s absence. Returned home and 
dined. p.m. young W.O. took me out to procure a few things for him. 
Evening alone. 


23. Wind fresh, air more moderate. a.m. at treasury, received Capt. 
C. quarterly allowance, and took it to him being confined by a lame 
gouty foot 3 weeks. p.m. at New England Coffee House; agreed with 
Mr. Newman at the rate of a guinea a year for reading the papers. 


24. Fresh, damp, air thick, wind ——— a.m.; within p.M., Mr. 
Vans called and desired me to accompany him to Westminster Abbey. 
After viewing it, returned via the Bridge, stopt at Dog and Duck tea 
house for 2 hours meeting Mr. Danforth my Countryman and ac- 
quaintance there with a fellow Countryman who like myself went 
there to exhibit to the young strangers the dissipations of this place. 
From thence proceeded homewards via London Bridge arriving at 10 
o’clock—15 minutes. 


25. Milky sky, air sultry. Walkt to a Mr. Palmer, Silver Street; 
agreed with him for 24/ a year or 6/ per quarter for dressing my wig 
and shaving head once a fortnight. Dismissed my late Barber Mr. 
Alexander, After walkt to New England Coffee House, read the 
papers, returned home, thence to Mr. A. p.m. at home tll after tea. 


Mr. A. called, drank tea with me and then together walkt to see Capt. 
ee 


26. Wind and weather continued. a.m. within. p.m. walkt to New 
England Coffee House to put letter in Rhode Island bag to sail 3oth. 


4. To Thomas Russell, Curwen wrote “to request you to make the needful 
enquiries, and inform me, as soon as possible, of the condition in which your late 
brother Charles affairs stand, both in private and public view. My only dependence 
for the payment of my debt to you, was his debt to me, consisting of a bond and note 
of hand, both on interest and of long standing; in case they shall prove to be of any 
worth, I propose to forward them to you, together with a power of Attorney, to settle 
and recover the same.” 
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Meeting Mr. Danforth, he told me he would pass p.m. with me. Re- 
turning I took him, drank tea and staid till 8 o’clock; after took a short 
walk, being taken with a vertigous feeling returned back sooner than 
intended. Bought some red Currants, greatly relished, and which I 
think relieved me.° 


27. Sunday, clear sun shines fervently, sultry at Meridian. Attended 
service at usual place. Doctor Disney preacht from “Yes, they 
despised the pleasant land, they believed not his word.” Returned and 
dined at home alone. p.m. heat and pain detained me at home. At 6 
o'clock walkt out, seeing Bow Church open I stopt in and heard a 
sermon from “And when he drew nigh to the City, he wept over it.” 
Thence to the Tower and encompassing it once round on the rampart, 
left it, and passing over little tower hill joyned a company attending a 
field speaker. One on the outer ring proved boisterous and swore, but 
the Preacher was too much engaged to attend to the noise that dis- 
turbed most in that quarter. Thence through the Minories, Aldgate &c. 
and arrived at home by 8 + \4. 


28. Fair clear, wind E. Extremely hot and close air. A.M. at home. 
P.M. walkt to New England Coffee House to read news. Evening to 
visit 2 persons.® 


29. As yesterday, though in less degree hot. At Meridian walkt out 
and reached Mr. and Mrs. Mather’s lodgings. p.m. Mr. Vans called, 
took a stroll with him and by his desire drank tea at Bagnigge wells. 
Thence home by way of Peerless pool to Moorfields. Evening Sol. 


30. Fair, clear, warm air. Within all a.m. In p.m. at New England 
Coffee House reading papers. Evening at Maiden Lane Cyder cellar 
with my fellow boarder to drink golden pippen cyder.’ © 


5. To Mr. Pynchon, Curwen acknowledged receipt of further letters and specu- 
lated on the chance of his ever returning to America. This same day he wrote to his 
wife: “By Mr. Pynchon’s favour of 5th June I am informed of your compliance. I 
thank you for it . . . Be assured, as nothing is more the object of my wishes, nothing 
shall be wanting on my part within the reach of practicability, to reunite us again, 
somwhere or other, for the small remainder of our destined abode here below.” 

6. To Richard Ward, a brief note on the possibility of his return to America: 
“You on your side the water must well know what degree of probability there is of a 
permission for a return of Refugees, however strongly inclined any one may be.” 

7. A six-page letter to George Russell on the subject now uppermost in Curwen’s 
mind, his return to America: “To show on what footing I stood before the news of 
peace had intoxicated them, take the following extracts: In one [letter] dated last 
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31. Air close and sultry. a.m. at home writing. P.M. walkt to Capt. 
C. stopt in return at New England Coffee House to read news. 


August 1, 1783. Fine clear air and brisk, though hot. a.m. walk to 
Park. p.m. at New England Coffee House and after delivered to Mr. 
Vans a small bundle for my niece Mrs. Ward," he being bound to New 
England. Evening per me ipsum. This p.m. received four pounds 5 / 
being the prizes of two quarters of 10 £ each in the late Irish lottery 
just finished drawing, never before engaged concerning them and 
was the whole of my adventure. 


2. Fair, extreme hot air, burning sun. Walkt out to pay a short visit 
to Mr. Deberdt. He invited me to dinner, told me twas just whispered 
Jonathan Williams of Nantes had made a faux pas, hopes the sugges- 
tion will prove unfounded. I hope the same. Dined at Mr. Deberdts 
agereable to promise. Accompanied her to Savage Gardens. Stopt in 
at New England Coffee House to read Evening papers, returned home 
and passed remaining time alone. 


3. Morn darkish, warm. A slight sprinkling. Meridian sun out, calm. 
Within all a.m. Attended prayers at 5 o’clock at Foundling hospital, 
accompanied by Capt. C. and Mr. P. who had not been there before. 


2d January from a worthy friend and correspondent, When will Mr. Curwen re- 
turn? When did you hear from him? How does he do? Questions often put to your 
acquaintances as we pass. The conversation generally ends with a desire that you 
should be urged to return, with assurances that you will be received very joyfully 
and respectfully, and may reside here in peace and safety ... Mr. Ward asserts it with 

reat confidence, your acquaintances have it not in their power to contradict, nor 
in their wish to doubt a syllable of all this, but not having the means as Mr. Ward, 
can’t pretend with equal assurance and confidence to affirm or deny any part of it. 
That your friends and acquaintances most ardently wish for your return and con- 
tinuance among us in peace and security all your days you will not entertain a 
doubt.” He then quoted from a letter of 14 June: “Mrs. P. hath been at Providence 
&c. and finds that Rhode Island and Connecticut states are surprized at Massachusett’s 
conduct as to the return of absentees, who have not been inimical to America. That 
W.B., Mr. Sparhawk and others who went thither from New York and other places, 
were treated with great humanity and respect, that they at present are determined to 
encourage the return of Americans. These and other occurrences considered, I 
doubt not of seeing an alteration of measures before the end of the present session 
of the assembly. I trust we will not long continue to drive our own people into 
other states.” 

1. The bundle contained, as Curwen wrote to his niece, “two waistcoat forebody’s, 
and three pair of thin coarse white stockins for the use of your two elder sons, if you 
and they will condescend to accept them, being unsuitable for me. I would not have 
you rate them at the money value, if the condition of my finances here allowed. I 
ee not continue the expressions of my regard of things of such inconsiderable 
value.” 
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Returned home, drank tea, and after walkt with former to London 
Bridge in his way home. 


4. Warm close and cloudy. Within till 4 o’clock. Walkt to Fleet 
Street and taking a coach rode to Highgate taking for a companion 
young Vans. Drank negus at Gatehouse and returned by the way we 
went. Evening at New England Coffee House reading papers. 


5. Walkt out early by desire to a Factors to get a bill paid which I 
received by order at [3 words] street sum £300, returned home, 
thence to Westminster bridge through Strand &c., thence through St. 
George fields, the borough, London bridge &c. Evening alone. 


6. Fine, fair, clear, warm. Walkt out early in order to wait on Mrs. 
Deberdt and a Philadelphia Lady named Josiah? to artificial flower 
garden, Spring gardens. Returned to Mr. Deberdts, thence home, at 
4 o'clock returned and dined there, thence to New England Coffee 
House, read news. Evening alone. 


7. Milky sky, weather still warm, sun dimish, wind as yesterday 
Wly. a.M. walk to Battersea meeting Mrs. Codd on the road, who 
insisted on my taking a dinner at their house, having told her my 
intention if I had not met her was to call. At 4 past 1 o’clock called 
and dined, abode an hour after and took the road, from thence to 
Falcon and in the turnpike by Vauxhall, proceeded to Redriff and 
drank coffee with Capt. C. whom I found alone. Returned via London 
bridge, stopt for an hour at New England Coffee House to read 
papers, filled with relations of rising Spirit of America against the 
refugees in their towns and assemblies intoxicated by success; under 
no fear of punishment they give an unrestrained loose to their angry 
malevolent passions, attribute to the worst of causes the opposition to 
their licentious mobbish violations of all laws human and divine, and 
even some of the best of the republican party seem to think at least 
their practice squints that way, that the supposed goodness of their 
cause will justify murder, rapine and the worst of crimes, but cool 
impartial posterity will pass a better judgment and account for the 
violence of the times from party rage which knows no bounds. 


8. Milky sky, very dim sun, fresh gale, wind at Ely. to W. Walkt 
to Drummonds, Bankers, to receive a bill. Delayed 4% hour at Toul- 


2. Mrs. Elizabeth Josiah, daughter of Col. Marsh and wife of Capt. James Josiah. 


LONDON August 17 83 939 


mins shop, thence loitered home at 2 o’clock. p.m. walkt to Betts 
circulating Library, and after to Temple bar, bought bottle of Shrubb, 
Evening at home. 


[ 9. Curwen omitted this day.* | 


10. Sunday. Darkish, cloudy and drisly. Attended at Mr. Lindsay’s 
chappell, Essex Street, Strand. He preached from “But of the times 
and seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For 
yourselves perfectly know that the day of the Lord so cometh as a 
thief in the night.” Returned and remained at home. Landlord as 
usual during his wives absence, out. P.M. service performed by Doctor 
Disney, text 8 chapter Romans, 16 verse “The spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirits that we are the children of God.” Afterwards 
walkt with Mr. Pitman to Florida gardens, drank negus. Thence over 
to and through Kensington Gardens, through Hyde and St. James 


Parks, arriving at lodgings at 10 o’clock, latter filled with company. 


zz. Air cooler than of late. a.m. within. p.m. at New England 
Coffee House reading papers. Evening per me ipsum. 


12, Air same as yesterday. a.M. within. Meridian at Exchange and 
New England Coffee House. p.m. visited Mr. and Mrs. Mather, 
Pimlico. 


13. A.M. walkt to Redriff over London Bridge to visit Capt. C. Find- 
ing him in a capacity of walking, invited him to dinner and tea, the 
latter he accepted and came at 5 o’clock staying till near 9. 


3. A long letter to Mr. Timmins pointed up the vacillating rumors received from 
America: “By the newspapers from America, particularly our quarter I find there 
remains but very slender grounds of hopes for success in attempting the recovery of 
my debts from Charles Russell or indeed any body else; a general shipwreck is 
seemingly intended, of all absentees property, the towns in their instructions to their 
representatives making it a point to prevent the return of them, and consequent con- 
fiscation of all their property, notwithstanding the provision in the sth preliminary 
Article ... Yesterday I read in a Boston gazette of June, published by Edes, the well 
known Sedition trumpeter, the following, copied out for your view from the resolves 
of the town of Lexington of the same complexion with the rest of the town meeting 
measures: Common sense, and the laws of nature and nations concur to pronounce 
them one and all aliens from the commonwealth. As to the idea of admitting some, 
and rejecting others, it is easy to see, that the wisdom of Angels would be puzzled to 
draw a line, to determine when or where to stop. Upon the whole, we cannot but 
think it indispensibly necessary for the peace and welfare of this, and the freedom 
and happiness of the United States, that a decided part is taken to prevent their return 
and the recovery of their estates, and property that was formerly theirs.” 
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14. Cloudy morn, air somewhat cool. Walkt in a.m. to New Eng- 
land Meeting House. p.m. took a short walk to pay a small dept and 
returned back, passing %4 hour in the streets staring at the street 
passengers. 


15. Morn clear, agreeable air, mild. Took a long ramble through 
city round to Angel at Islington, thence along Duke of Bedfords road 
towards Marybone to Queen Marys country seat there now a board- 
ing school, through Manchester Square and Duke street to Oxford 
street. Paid a visit to Mr. Danforth and with him walkt to St. James 
Park and by the Treasury home, where I dined with Mr. P. my fellow 
boarder, our Landlord being gone into the Somerset to fetch his wife 
who has been absent there 3 or 4 weeks. 


16. Fine clear pleasant air, wind W. Took a walk down to Redriff, 
returned in a long circuits ramble with Capt. C. to the borough where 
I left him to dine with a promise to call and drink tea with me. At 4 
o'clock he came and abode till 8. 


17. Air close and sultry. At Meridian very pleasant. Wind lively at 
W. Attended at usual place. Mr. Lindsay preached from a forgotten 
text. Returned via the Temple, passed 1% hour in walking pavements, 
the church service not being over, nor gardens open, and having in- 
vited Mr. Danforth to dine with me, I departed finding my guest just 
arrived at the door. After dinner, attended with him and my fellow 
boarder at St. Giles’s Cripplegate, text “This day shalt thou be with 
me in paradise.” This discourse my companion said was absurdly 
orthodox. The preacher’s low indistinct enunciation reached not in an 
articulate form the drum of my ear one whole sentence. The number 
of young voices accompanying the organ rendered that part, very 
pleasing, of the service. After it was ended we went up to the altar to 
see the funeral monument of a woman rising out of a coffin, raised too 
high to read the inscription, but said to perpetuate the very extraordi- 
nary event of a woman of this parish being brought to life after intern- 
ment by the Sexton descending into the vault to cut off from her 
fingers some rings which by swelling could not otherwise be re- 
covered. Report adds that raising herself in the coffin she quitted it 
and followed the sexton out of the church, and proceeded home- 
wards, arriving there at midnight and knocking hard at the door 
awakened the maid, who went trembling to her master, said she was 
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assured the knock was her mistress; in going down and opening the 
door, to their astonishment found it to be her mistress indeed. Report 
further adds that this same recovered-from-the-dead-woman lived to 
have 7 or 8 children. On asking the female pew opener, she reported 
that is the report, but having been but a late parishioner she could not 
say, but some thought it meant to denote the resurrection of the body. 
Below is the bust of the famous martyrologist Johannes Foxus put up 
by his son Samuel about 1590. After my return home came young Mr. 
Bartlet, lately from Salem, with whom Mr. Danforth and myself took 
to the Park, which he had never before seen. Returning over West- 
minster Bridge stopt for 4 hour at Dog and Duck tea house thronged 
with young men and maids, old men and babes. From thence home by 
way of the borough and London bridge, took leave about 8 o’clock at 
Pope-head alley Cornhill, Mr. Bartlet’s lodgings. 


18. Fair, clear, very pleasant air, at S.W. Within all a.m. At ro 
o'clock walkt to the Change, and there abode an hour. Returning 
home found Capt. C. whom I had invited to dinner. After, walkt with 
him through Blackboy Alley, Chick Lane, Cow cross, Hockley in the 
Hole, Mutton Lane, Great Saffron hill and Field lane. Within each is 
the habitation of the most abandoned, profligate, lewd, dirty of the 
human species. Going up Holborn I left him at Grays Inn gate and 
proceeded to Temple bar on an errand. Returning, found him seated 
in the gardens wherein were considerable company. Abiding there Y, 
hour we departed and at the market ground separated, I for my lodg- 
ings, leaving him to proceed to his. 


19. Fine clear air, extremely mild and agreeable. At Meridian past 2 
hours at New England Coffee House reading papers. Called at Mr. 
Hughes, Bishopgate street, he engaged on business with a gentleman. 
P.M. took a walk strandward, returning, stopt in at Mr. Basnett’s. In- 
vited to a breakfast tomorrow; evening at home per me ipsum. 


20. Fine clear air, mild, agreeable, wind at W. a.m. walkt to Mr. 
Bartlets, took chaize and rode to Tyburn to see 8 malefactors exe- 
cuted; being too late returned home as we went via coach and after 
retreated to New England Coffee House. p.m. out in walking, eve- 
ning at home alone, retired to bed early.* 


4. A note to Gibbs Atkins to deliver up the cash he held for the account of Mr. 
Councill. 
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21. Fine clear pleasant air in morn. At Meridian thickened up, a 
rainy appearance. Out, walking. Mr. and Mrs. Codd returned from 
Somerset. p.M. abroad, evening at home, wind N.W. 


22. Morn somewhat cloudy, after cleared up. Air a little coolish. At 
Meridian sun out, warm. Abroad and at St. James Park. p.m. at New 
England Coffee House reading papers. Evening at home with Com- 


pany. 


23. Air coolish, cloudy, rainy appearance. Wind at S.W. Within 
till p.m. At 4 o'clock, usual time, walkt out to Chappel. Doctor Disney 
preacht from “After a long time the lord of those servants cometh and 
reckoneth with them.” At home remainder of time. 


24. Cloudy morn, at Meridian rain. On change with Captain Hay. 
p.M. at New England Coffee House, reading papers. Evening at home 
before the fire in a pensive thoughtful frame. Retired early, sans souci. 


25. Dekawa thiw a suovren h.a. Dull cloudy sky, air coolish. p.m. 
fair. Confined. 


26. Fair morn. At Meridian Thunder. Rainy P.M. Still confined. 


27. Fairish mild air, at Meridian thunder. P.M. rainy, still confined. 
A large company drank tea at our house. 


28. Mild air, p.m. drisly, walkt out at midday being first time since 
Sunday. p.m. and evening within being rainy. 


29. Fair pleasant morn, wind Nly. Walkt out early to see criminals 
at St. Sepulchres Churchyard perform the usual office of prayers in 
the cart, stopping for that purpose on Snow Hill. Being a little too late 
proceeded on to Tyburn, the extream Croud prevented me from a 
sight even of the gallows. I returned to Hyde Park wall where a 
violent shower of 4 hours duration attended with thunder and light- 
ning that delayed the execution, overtook me, but by the favour of a 
gentleman’s umbrella in some degree I was sheltered from a sad 
drenching, to which others were exposed. From thence, after it was 
over approached the multitude surrounding the gallows but to no 
better purpose, till after the execution when I saw 6 victims to justice 







| 
| 


; 


_ this overgrown metropolis teams with, climbing up a wall separating 
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hanging in the air among whom was the unhappy Ryland whose but 
too justly deserved fate is deplored by many. Returned home at 2 and 
undressed to preserve myself from a cold. p.m. at New England Coffee 
House, after drank tea and passed part of evening at Mrs. Clarkes, 
remainder at home. 


30. Air mild, sky overcast. Yesterday having received a long answer 
from Mr. Bretland at Exeter, took it with me to Mr. Danforth to let 
him see my friends opinion of the subject Mr. Danforth was desirous 
of having his and Doctor P.’s sentiments on. At meridian drisly, 
soaked in returning, arrived at home at 2 o'clock. p.m. at New England 
Coffee House. At 6 o’clock at Mr. Bartlet’s lodgings agreeable to his 
request by note, drank tea, and after with him and 2 young New 
Englanders rode to Ashley’s exhibition to see the equestrian exploits 
and adroitnesses. Returned by coach at 10 o’clock. 


31. Mild pleasant air. Attended worship at the Church of St. Austin 
and St. Faith the Virgin, united parishes, close under St. Pauls and the 
latter so called [7 word] at St. Pauls, was, on enquiring, informed of 
by the Verger, who further said twas under the disposal and in the 
gift of the Dean and Chapter &c. a.m. Ryder, author of an history 
of England, preached from “He sent Moses his servant, and Aaron 
whom he had chosen; they shewed his signs and wonders among 
them, and wonders in the land of Ham.” The preacher read excel- 
lently and delivered a very ingenious entertaining discourse. After 
service walkt down to the tower. p.m. young Bartlet and his 2 fellow 
boarders, all New Englanders, calling on me, we attended at Christ 
Church; text “For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself.” At 5 o'clock set off for the Magdalen, 
where we all attended, and had a most excellent, pathetic, finely 
adapted address to the wretched tenants of his hospital, by Mr. 


— Sellon minister of Clerkinwell, and one of the justly celebrated 


preachers of this day, in a discourse from “Go, and sin no more less a 
worse thing befall thee.” Returned home just before 9 o’clock. Whilst 
at supper below, one of those miscreants of whom but too, too many 


a small court on the back of the house from an alley or narrow lane 
filled with houses tenanted by profligate and abandoned crew, pushed 


_ up the window of the sleeping chamber and successfully carried off a 


booty of 8 good irish linnen ruffled shirts and a blew morning banyan 
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and probably would have gutted the room of all my cloaths and effects 
but the maid, happily for me, hearing a noise, run upstairs and thereby 
saved the remainder from the rapacious claws of these harpies, they 
not having had more than 2 or 3 minutes and in the dark to plunder, 
as the condition the chamber was in would have afforded them had a 
few minutes more been delayed, to have stript me of 25 guineas at 
least in gold and silver and all my wearing apparel from my hat to 
my shoes besides other effects, so that together with a loss I am to 
console myself in having at least 90 or 100 guineas preserved to me. 
P.M. air thick. 


1, September 1783. Morn, mild and close air. A.M. a little drisle. At 
Meridian clear. p.m. at home, Mr. Porter called on me. Evening out, 


to read papers, at New England Coffee House. 


2. Air soft, sky overcast and of a rainy aspect. a.M. walkt out and at 
New England Coffee House. Mr. Deberdt invited me to a family 


dinner with 2 American friends. Staid to tea. Evening at home. 


3. Air warm and mild, drisly. a.m. walkt to see Capt. C. aboard his 
vessell. Returned disappointed in not seeing vessell. Met him ashore 
at his friend Capt. C.’s office. Passed 2 hours at New England Coffee 
House reading papers. p.m. he came and drank tea with us. Observed 
in yesterday’s and today’s paper Mr. Forster the late appointed Clerk 
to Commissioners for examining Loyalists claims, his advertisement to 
bring “an Estimate of their estates, effects, losses &c.” to him at his 
chambers middle Temple before 29th instant. 


4. Morn clearish, milky sun, brisk air. a.m. 2 hours walk in St. 
James Park. p.m. with Mrs. Vans, son and Mr. in Smithfield fair, 
thence through Chick lane, Blackboy alley, Hockley in the Hole, 
Mutton lane, Great Saffron hill and field lane, thence down Holborn 
hill, Cow lane into the Fair again, through the dirty crouds, almost 
stifled with stench, across to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital and through 
to Mrs. S.; drank tea and after an hour’s abode, home, passing a soli- 
tary Eve, before the kitchen fire, being surfeited with my Companions 
abroad. 


s. Confined within by a nervous headach. 


. 
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6. [he same as yesterday. 


7. Sull confined, a very uncomfortable sleepless night preceding. At 
meridian pain went off, leaving my head tender and incapable of at- 
tention. P.M. and evening at home. Brisk air, somewhat cool, sky over- 
cast, rainy appearance. 


8. A.M. visit to Mr. Danforth to inquire about memorial to be pre- 
sented to the Commissioners and receive advice. Returned home at 
dinner time. Weather dull and unpleasant, wind fresh at W.Sly. 
Abode there the remainder of day within. Captain Coombes called 
and drank tea. Invited me to his ship on Wednesday Eve. Tete a tete 
on a serious and to Mrs. C. interesting subject. 


9. Dark rainy morn. 


10. Darkish morn. Walkt to New England Coffee House at Me- 
ridian, afterwards to Tower Wharff, meeting Capt. C. with whom I 
took boat for his vessell lying in the river. Dined and came ashore at 
3 o'clock. Retreated to Coffee House. Mr. Bartlet joyned me and 
proposed going to see the tower, desiring my company, to which I 
assented and took his fellow boarder and my Country and townsman 
Mr. P[itman], went through the rooms in following order: Spanish 
Armory, Horse ditto, Artillery room, Small armory, and Regalia. 
From thence round the ramparts and thence back to Mr. B. and P. 
lodgings at Miss Wolfes, Popeshead Alley, where with company 
drank coffee and passed the evening at Loo, neither winning nor 
loosing. This evening clear, a total Lunar eclipse, beginning at ¥4 past 
g, ending between 11 and 12. 


12. Milky sky, at Meridian dim sun, in and out alternately and often. 
Within tll Meridian. Air mildish. p.m. at home with Company, eve- 
ning they played at quadrille, I declined, not caring to join in a party 


with my troublesome, rude, conceited landlord. 


12. Morn cloudy, at Meridian clear wind rose to a quick gale. 


Within. p.m. walkt to Mr. D.’s lodgings. 


13. Same as yesterday. a.M. at New England Coffee House. p.m. put 
down through mistake to yesterday. 
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14. Morn cloudy. a.M. and meridian small rain, air close and stag- 
nant. Attended at usual place, Mr. Lindsay preached from “And 
when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, why eateth 
your Master with publicans and sinners.” 





15. 


16. Morn cloudy, meridian rainy and p.m. At New England Coffee 
House, Evening at home by the fire. 


17. Morn cloudy, meridian fair, clear sun and mild air. Aboard 
Capt. C. Brig Minerva, this day settled not to go with him to Lisbon, 
not having time enough to prepare. Lent him on note £25. At long 
room Custom House meeting him and Capt. Clark, the latter inviting 
me to dinner accepted. Took 11 guineas of what I had left in a bag 
lodged in Mr. Deberdts hands and an order of Dimsdales Banking 
house for the remainder to compleat 25 £ being £13-9/. Dined at 
Capt. C. and drank tea at New England Coffee House, after, passed 


remainder of evening at home. 


18. Cloudy and close by turns, air close and mild. Walkt into St. 
James Park, returned home by 2 o’clock. p.m. at New England Coffee 
House. Drank tea and passed evening at home reading Man of 
Feeling.' 


19. Cloudy close air. Yestereven received a note from Mr. Deberdt 
inviting me to accompany Mrs. D. to his Country House at Broxburn 
Herts to pass a few days during his absence in Wiltshire. After dinner 
this day, departed from Mr. D.’s house in company with Mrs. Deberdt 
in their one horse chaize for their country home at Broxburn, where 
after 3 hours in a more than Scotch mist we arrived, passed evening 
before a comfortable fire with Mrs. D. at cribbage. 


20. Preceding night interrupted by disagreeable dreams relating to 
my former home. Morn rainy, P.M. Fair and pleasant, wind at W. 
Walkt to Hoddesdon to the Barber to get wig dressed. Drank tea and 


passed evening as last. 


21. Sunday. Fine clear air, blue sky, brisk wind at W. Attended 


service at Broxburn church, situated within a stones throw of our 


1. The Man of Feeling, by Henry Mackenzie (1745-1831), published in 1771. 
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house, taking the two misses with me. a.m. Jones the Curate preached 
from “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. It is the power of 
God unto Salvation to every one that believeth, to the Jews first, and 
also to the Gentiles. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed 
from faith to faith; as it is written, the just shall live by faith.” p.m. 
rode with Mrs. D. and the 2 misses to Chesnut to the Meeting Room. 
Mr. Townshend the minister preached from “But my God shall supply 
all their wants according to his riches in glory, by Christ Jesus.” After 
services abode ¥, hour in Mr. T[ownshend]’s apartments, adjoyning 
to the Meeting House, with company. In riding to Chesnut dropt 
my coat on road that a boy took up and carried to Mr. D. for which 
gave him 1/. After service I read to Mrs. D. an excellent sermon of 
Doctor Blair’s on the compassion of Christ, from these words, “We 
have not an high priest, which cannot be touched with a feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin.” 


22. Morn dark and rainy. All a.m. within. p.m. rode to Chesnut 
with Mrs. D. Statute for servants here, put up for an hour at Mrs. 
Han hardware shop, from whence walkt over to the booth, pleasure 
as usual was gingerbread &c. &c. Toys, bought 2 dolls and other small 
fairings. P.M. rain suspended, sky however overcast with soft clouds. 
Evening at cribbage. 


23. Morn delightful, fine blew sky, fresh wind at S. At 12 o’clock 
set off with Mrs. D. for Ware through Hoddesdon, Ryefields, 
Stansted, stopping for a few minutes at a Mr. Whites, thence to Mar- 
dock mills the late residence of Mr. D., thence to Ware. Put up at a 
Mr. Rankin’s house a friend of my Companions, abode there hour, 
returned home at 4 o’clock to dinner; at 7 o’clock drank tea, passed 
evening till 12 as usual. 


24. Weather as yesterday, except a greater degree of mildness in the 
air, the whole heavens of a fine ethereal blew without one intervening. 
At meridian walkt out and gathered from the hedges on the road a 
basket of blackberries. Evening walkt out with Mrs. D. to Wormly to 
see her nursling babe, and had home from school the 2 elder ones, all 
females. 


25. Weather as yesterday. Walkt to Hoddesdon, meeting Mr. 


James Inman and another gentleman in the fields; accompanied the 
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former home and abode with him one hour. On my return home 
passed 4 hour before dinner sitting with Mrs. D. on Camp seats on 
the mound at bottom of garden. p.m. walkt with Mrs. D. through 
fields to Hoddesdon, delay in setting out shortened the walk. Re- 
turned back via Turnpike Road. Evening as usual. 


26. Same fine weather continued. Waked and arose in same distress- 
ful condition, I retired with, viz. a nervous head ach. At 10 o'clock 
Mrs. Deberdt and myself taking the misses into the chaize whom we 
dropt at the school, proceeded with bag and baggage Londonwards 
meeting and overtaking multitudes in carriages and on foot bound to 
the Waltham Abbey Statute for Servants, a day established by act of 
parliament following the last day of Fairs for hiring servants whereto 
resort all who want to go into, or are out of service, as well as those 
Familys who stand in need of servants. The males appear with the 
tools or insignia of their respective employments, the females of the 
domestic kind are distinguished by their aprons, viz. Cooks in 
coloured, nursery maids in white linnen, and the chamber and waiting 
maids in lawn or cambrick. After a few delays and the interval of 
3% hours we arrived in London passing through Clapton and Hack- 
ney deviating usual road merely for variety sake. My head continuing 
still to ake, I remained at home, drank tea and passed evening; and 
retired at usual time of 10 o’clock. 


27. Same fine mild pleasing air continued. Walkt out to Mr. D., 
visited at Mr. Bartlet’s whom I found not at home, with whom left a 
message to call and drink tea with me; was told he intended to take 
leave of London tomorrow; the ship in which he is to go being gone 
down river. From his house to New England Coffee House, thence 
hurried home and wrote 2 letters, one to my wife and one to Mr. 
Pynchon.” p.m. at 5 o’clock Mr. Bartlet called agreeable to desire, 


2. To his wife, Curwen wrote briefly of her nephew Charles Russell’s debt to him, 
and continued: “Having received civilitys from Mr. Deberdt I am solicitous to make 
some return. If you can, please to, put up for me in a small cask, a buz [bushel?] or 
3 pecks of best cranburys, and a small pot of 8 or 10 medium sized Mangos done in 
your best manner. We must wait with patience the consequence of the present 
American phrenzy.” This same day Curwen also wrote to William Pynchon about his 
meeting with Mr. Bartlet and mentioned the many American visitors to London: “I 
know not what reports you may receive from these many mushroom young mer- 
chant Adventurers, but may depend on it, their short stay, the very narrow circle 
they move in, and very small advantages of knowing, afford but scanty materials of 
conversing on subjects within the compass of their own observation; a slight view 
of St. Pauls, the Tower, Westminster Abbey, the playhouses, and Teagardens com- 
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drank tea, received my 2 letters and took leave at 7 o’clock. Re- 
mainder at home before a fire, the first lighted this year in the parlour, 


Mrs. Codd having delayed it till my return. 


28. Same weather continued. Attended at usual place, Mr. Lindsay 
preached from “Wether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all 
to the glory of God.” After service walkt to Tower, drank tea at 
home, afterwards to Blackfriars bridge with Mr. P. to view the starry 
heavens. 


29. Michaelmas day. Same fine weather continued. Called at Mr. 
B[artlet], thence visited Mrs. Hay for the first time. At New Eng- 
land Coffee House, saw a number of young Massachusetts men bound 
homewards on Callahan gone down the river. Mrs. C. and I dined by 
ourselves on the usual dish of this season and soon after departed for 
Islington to drink tea with Mrs. Bickerton on his invitation. Mr. B. 
and C. came at 6 o’clock; passed evening at cards with a Mrs. Palmer. 
Returned via St. John street at 9 o’clock. Fine starry Evening. 


30. Same weather continued. a.m. walkt to Oxford Street, called 
at Mr. Danforth’s lodgings, being gone out proceeded to Mr. S. 
Porter’s, he was also absent. Going through Hyde Park met him and 
returned to his lodgings there abiding an hour which I passed in at- 
tending to his conversation or rather talk, taking but little share 
therein, his information [not] being to me any service. P.M. and eve- 
ning at home with Company at tea, in dining room. Played at quadrille 
with 3 females. 


1, October 1783. Same fine soft, mild warm air continued. Dekawa 
thiw a suovren daeheka, denifnoc nithiw all day. 


2. Same weather as before. a.m. walkt to horse guards to rectify 
my watch. p.m. at New England Coffee House &c. Evening at Mr. 
Snelsons with company at cards. 


3. Same weather as before. Walkt to Park and round, conversed 
with my 2 Countrymen Fr|ancis| W[aldo] and Mr. S. M[athe]rs. 
P.M. walkt to Exeter Change, drank tea at home. 





prize the whole extent of their knowledge except you include an intimacy with the 
impures of which every street and neighborhood has a supply.” 
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4. Fine mild clear air. Wind W. At Meridian set off in a post chaize 
for Lord Tylneys seat Epping forest taking Mrs. C. along with me, 
agreeable to an offer, other Company being her husband, Brother he 
and my fellow boarder, both on horse. Arrived at 12, went through 
the rooms attended by a pretty, sensible young female about 19 years 
of age. Thence to the Grotto which in my opinion 1s the most elegant 
and pleasing of any of the kind I have seen, though Goldneys at 
Cliveden is by some esteemed before this and which, perhaps, in the 
richness of some of its sparrs may exceed. Departed and left the 
grounds at 4 after one and stopt at the Bush just without the gate for 
2 hours, passing them in a very joyous manner. Deviating from main 
turnpike for 4 mile we alighted at my companions acquaintance Mrs. 
Jackson’s house at Oldford where we abode 14 hours. Drank tea 
with fine new, Yorkshire cake, which our obliging hostess baked for 
us, sweet fresh butter and cream, the latter an unusual companion at 
our tea table in London. Arrived at home at 7 o’clock, Supt at 9 and at 
10 retired with a suovren h.a. 


y. Air mild, sun and cloudy sky alternately. At meridian drisle. 
Attended at Monkwish street Meeting House, A stranger, name to 
me unknown, preached a very useful excellent sermon from “J have 
learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.” Dined at 
home. p.M. attended Quakers Meeting at Whitehart Court Grace 
Church Street with my companion Mr. R. Pittman. After a silence of 
more than ¥, an hour, one on my right hand rising suddenly up and 
striking his cane on the ground floor, excited the attention of the 
Fathers in the Elders seat at the upper or further end of the house, 
one of whom arose and walked through the middle or great aisle and 
was followed by the assembly. The seeming seriousness and medita- 
tion of these Quakerists was laudable and worthy to be followed by 
all who assemble in places set apart for religious performances, but 
my companion unused to such appearances departed not a little 
deranged and displeased, which to him had an aspect of meer igno- 
rance, grimace and religious mockery and to such a pitch of passion- 
ate exclamation did he raise himself on his arrival at our lodgings that 
the most enthusiastic of the sect scarce ever exceeded him in the 
agitations and distortions of his body and movement of his head to a 
great and uncomfortable degree for more than one hour. From home 
departed to visit my Townsfolks Mr. and Mrs. Mather at No. 10 
Great Queen Anne street East Marybone, but his illness prevented 
my stay, meeting Mr. M[ather] at the door. Eve at home. 


; 


LONDON October 17 83 951 


6. Morn and a.m. and Meridian rainy and damp air. This day was 
proclaimed peace between France, Spain and Holland <and N. 
America> with the usual formalities at Palace, Charing Cross, Cheap- 
side, Conduit and the Exchange Royal. Had a sight of the procession 
in Pallmall and at Mr. Sewells in Cornhill but the extream crouds 
disappointed me from hearing the proclamation, or seeing the cere- 
mony of Admission through Temple barr into City. In returning 
from St. James’s all the streets were so stronged that small as I am, 
twas a difficult task to pass along. Dined, and passed p.m. and evening 
at home. 


7. Morn cloudy. Meridian sun broke out. Walkt up to Treasury. 
Was told next Friday, 10 instant, was pay day for last quarter. Re- 
ceived from Mr. Gilbert Harrison on my bond due from Ch[arles] 
R[ussell] late of L[udlow] Massachusetts bay government. Invited 
to dinner by him, accepted, dined, drank tea and departed at 7 o’clock. 
Saw his partner Ansley for the first time. 


8. Fine, clear, pleasant but cold, preceeding night frosty. Meridian 
milder. At New England Coffee House in company with a Mr. 
Nathaniel Goreham! late arrived from Boston whom I had well 
known in New England, a native of Charleston, late a member of 
Congress of Massachusetts assembly, and is now here on the score of 
obtaining a benevolence for the sufferers at the destruction of that 
town, which all things considered, carries with it such a face of 
effrontery as is hardly (not)* to be matched. Invited him to tea. 
Received a letter from my wife’s brother J[ames] R[ussell]. Passed 
P.M. and evening with me. Told me many governmental and other 
circumstances unheard till then. 


g. Morn cloudy, mild and agreeable. Last evening received a note 


. from Mr. Deberdt inviting me to a dinner next Friday or tomorrow 


: 


with said N. G[orham] and some other Americans. Wrote an an- 
swer to Mr. R[ussell].* p.m. passed p.m. and evening at home. 


10. Neglected to insert. Weather and occurrences forgotten. 


1. Nathaniel Gorham (1738-1796), of Charlestown; often a member of the 
Massachusetts legislature; judge of the common pleas, member of the Constitutional 
Committee in 1784. 

2. Curwen underlined the word “hardly” and wrote above it the word “not.” 

3. A letter to the Hon. James Russell expressed Curwen’s hope that he had not 


>. 6 


overlooked Curwen’s “300 £ sterling” note of Russell’s late son Charles. 
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11. Fine clear mild air. Walkt to Treasury, no payment till next 
Tuesday sevenight. Passed 2 hours with N. G[orham] at his lodgings, 
he being confined. Meridian at New England Coffee House reading 
papers. p.m. drank tea at Mrs. Clarke’s. Evening at cards. 


12. Fine clear air, somewhat airish but pleasant. Attended worship 
at usual place, Mr. Lindsay preached from “How amiable are thy 
tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts! My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth 
for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh crieth out for the 
living God.” After service passing through the Temple walkt over 
blackfriars bridge. Fine air. P.M. at same place, Doctor Disney preacht 
from “Who will have all men to be saved, and come by the knowl- 
edge.” Afterwards walkt on a designed visit to Mrs. Mather in Queen 
Anne street, Marybone, No. 1o but was a 2d time told she was too ill 
to see company, not to attempt a 3d till I shall be informed of the 
return of health. Drank tea and passed evening at home alone. 


13. Morn somewhat darkish, air coolish but very pleasant. Meridian 
walk, shortened by a llac fo erutan. p.m. walkt to Dockhead to re- 
cover 2 books lent Capt. C. sometime past. Remainder till 9 o’clock at 
Mrs. Hay’s on a visit. Returned to Change in a coach with Mrs. Geyer 
and children. 


14. Morn dark, rainy appearance. At Meridian passed in reading 
papers, New England Coffee House. p.m. after a nap, read Josephus. 
Fvening at cards. Remainder of day clear and pleasant. 


15 and 16. Omitted to enter. 


17. Friday. Moderate and cloudy. Meridian fair and pleasant. Read 
newspapers at New England Coffee House, Dined by appointment at 
Mr. Deberdts, my Companions, He, she, Mr. Gorham and B [asnett? ], 
two latter of Boston, Staid to tea and evening. 


18. Saturday. Dark drisly morn. p.m. walk with Mrs. C[larke] and 
S[nelson] from blackfriars bridge to Vauxhall. Leaving them I pro- 
ceeded forwards to visit Mrs. Hay to enquire about a friend. Returned 
and calling for them at Kensington arrived at 6 o’clock at Mrs. Sn. 
where I passed evening at cards, air being drisly and mild. 
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19. Same mild damp dark air continued. Attended at usual place, 
Mr. Lindsay, preacht from “There was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, ruler of the Jews. The same came to Jesus by night.” 
Dined at Captain Hays by invitation of Friday. Staid to tea and passed 
evening. Declined supper. Departed at g o’clock. Received from Mrs. 


Hay by way of gift 1 lb. Jamaica chocolate. 


20. Smoaky, drisly, warm morn and so continued all day. Within 
till p.m. Walkt to New England Coffee House to read papers. Re- 
turned and drank coffee at home and there remained reading Josephus. 


21. Same air, wind and weather continued through the day. At 
meridian walkt to New England Coffee House. p.m. took a walk to 
Caspers my shoemaker, thence home and there remained, at cards. 


22. Morn cloudy and mist. At Meridian clear, moderate and very 
fine. Within till p.m. reading &c. 


23. Fine, clear, moderate. a.m. walkt to Mr. D.’s lodgings 186 Ox- 
ford Street. Met S. P. there, passed 2 hours together in various chat. 
Dined at home. p.m. and till 8 o’clock at New England Coffee House. 


24. Cloudy, still moderate. a.m. somewhat showery, say drisly. So 
continued all day, within. 


25. Weather same as yesterday. a.m. walkt with Mr. Gorham to 
Westminster Abbey and House of Commons. Returned back at 3 
o'clock and at 6 he came, drank tea and passed evening. 


26. Morn as usual foggy and smoaky. a.m. clearish, air raw. At- 
tended worship at usual place, Mr. Lindsay preached a most excellent 
discourse from “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which 


_ 4s born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I say unto you, ye must be 


_ born again.” Returned home via temple. p.m. at same place, Doctor 


Disney preached from “For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, 


_ being burthened.” Retired home, drank coffee she called excellent 
_ mocha, not so I. Evening passed in reading Josephus against Apion. 


27. Cloudy damp air, wind fresh and cool. Meridian at New Eng- 


| land Coffee House. Dekawa thiw daeh eka, taht detsal lla yad; 


. redniamer ta emoh. From meridian rainy. 
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28. Fair sky, chilly air. At meridian increased. Saw Capt. Nathaniel 
West* and Capt. Smith for the first time. Received information from 
the former that his Brother Ebenezer whom I feared to be dead, was 
alive and in London, intending to return back to New England with 
him. Head ach confined me within all p.m. Memo: a 2d delay of pay- 


ment at Treasury, next Friday or Tuesday following is named. Wind 
S. before at N.W. 


29. Fair, mild air, clearish. At the treasury. Received a doubtful 
answer. Dined and passed p.m. and Evening at home. Mr. J. Fletcher 
drank tea with me, Mrs. C. being out. Memo: He related in detail his 
misfortunes, present condition and views. 


30. Milky sky, air mild, walkt to Treasury, being late, was delayed 
by reason of the numbers to be served. Directed to attend next 
Tuesday. Proceeded through St. James and Hyde Parks to Mr. Porter 
and Danforth’s lodgings, Oxford Street, both out. Returned through 
Grosvenor and Berkeley Squares and then St. James Palace and park 
and arrived at home before 3 o’clock and there remained. 


32. Omitted. In evening being uninterrupted, wrote a letter to my 
wife.” 


4. Nathaniel West (1756-1851), brother of Ebenezer West; sea captain and suc- 
cessful merchant; married first Elizabeth, daughter of Elias Haskett Derby, his 
patron; gave a generous endowment to the Salem Marine Society for a “nautical and 
commercial school” for young men of Salem. 

5. This letter to his wife points up the dilemma Curwen was faced with: “The 
peace, or rather acknowledged dismemberment of the late English Colonies from 
their mother country, has, it seems, been so far from affording a prospect to such 
of the American Absentees who might be willing to return back, that on the contrary, 
from what appears the governing party are determined to pass bills of final exclusion 
of all such who left their country after the troubles commenced. If your governmental 
affairs are in the hands of what your good and great friends and allies call mesne 
people, which two short words you have Anglo-Gallic friends enough among you to 
translate, no liberal public measures are to be expected. Not having explained m 
mind on the subject of my return, I take this present occasion to make this explicit 
declaration that if it was not for your sake, or that you would follow my fortune, or 
accompany my fate, I should not hesitate one moment to abandon the 13 states to 
their own fate or fortune and take up my future abode which cannot possibly be but 
of short continuance somewhere or other on this wide extended earth out of the 
limits of your republican government. The World, as Adam said on his expulsion 
from Paradise, which by the way I mention not in comparison but accomodation 
only, is all before me, where to choose my place of rest, and providence my guide, 
and by this you will see I have not fixed my views, and in truth I can’t prudently do it 
till your government shall have come to a final determination respecting your ru”- 
aways or as they affect to call themselves by the pompous character of Loyalists, 
which, however, does them no more credit here than with you. Wishes for your and 
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1, November 1783. Smoaky mild air. Within all a.m. Dekawa thiw 
nah.a. Demover ti yb ecnenitsba. p.m. at New England Coffee House. 
Evening at home, sol. 


my friends welfare still warms my heart. As to the rest I [noted?] with the same cold 
indifference the insurrections in Pennsylvania and the carryings on in the late 
English colonies, having lost all local attachment. 

Presuming this letter will find its way into your hands, the damages of the seas 
only excepted, I shall enter on a subject hitherto untouched by me on the score of the 
hazard of interception by pyrates, or what is very like Privateers. 

On Mr. Timmins transmitting his own plate hither, he kindly, though unasked, 
added mine to the adventure, [then?] it arrived, and has rested in safety for 3 or 4 
years unseen by me till last autumn, and is yet in his possession, by my request, at 
Woolverhampton, where he and family now reside, doing business. What of it 
particularly belongs to you waits your orders to be forwarded to America together 
with your diamont ring and gold sleeve buttons; to which, if consistent with prudence 
I would willingly add some useful articles for yourself, but the few scores of pounds 
I am Master of renders a deduction, in my present prospects an object of too im- 
portant a consideration, not to be made without evident necessity, which as it re- 
spects you, I am, for want of proper information not competent to judge. 

I consider a personal interview between us as an event of the doubtful kind, unless 
you shall consent to a third place out of the United States—[here follow 2 lines 
crossed out], where, I submit to your own choice. If your fortitude has increased in 
the proportion that on all hands I hear your health and spirits have improved, perhaps 
you will not find it an unsurmountable difficulty to resolve on a land tour to Canada, 
or a voyage to some of the English settlements. Whatever may be the result of your 
own thoughts, assisted by your friends advice, let me be acquainted therewith as 
soon after receipt as you can. Should a final expulsion be concluded on without 
confiscation, you, perhaps, with me might think it not improper to take an in- 
ventory of the effects as of a bankrupt or intestate; if with, that ends all care and 
enquiry on my part. Perhaps in the course of the winter all doubts will be removed. 

Mr. Jay and John Adams are here, and if Administration was kindly affected 
towards American sufferers perhaps some good might arise; though for my own 
particular I have no favorable opinion of the gratitude or even justice of Kings or 
Court, nor of the friendly regards of the two forementioned Americans towards us 
in the unhappy predicament of petitioners for the bounty not to say justice of the 
Court. From the latter, ’tis currently, and I believe with truth, said have fallen harsh 
declarations, as well in Holland and France respecting the aforesaid, nor has he 
probably changed his mind. The Latins say Qui trans mare currunt coelum non 
animum mutant, which my friend Pynchon will translate for you. 

Of a different complexion and temper is Mr. Nathaniel Goreham with whom I 
have had several interviews; he appears moderate, resonable and conciliatory, I 
could wish his temper prevailed among his countrymen but that is not to be expected. 
This day VIZ, 4th November meeting him in Lombard street he informed me that 
he was then going agreeable to Charles Fox’s appointment to wait on Lord Keppell, 
if a Member of that American Continental Congress can lower himself to use the 


_ derogatory term of waiting on the First Lord of the English admiralty. 


Having wrote you, your brother and nephew on the subject of Charles Russell’s 
debt I wish my application may be successful in reminding one and engaging the 
other to do me that justice I ought to expect. For which purpose I shall, unless 
discouraged by advice from your quarter, transmit an authenticated copy of the bond 
and note, with a power of attorney to Mr. Thomas Russell of Boston to receive 
payment in order to discharge what I owe him for cash taken out of L, S & F’s hands 
here to ballance my account with Gilbert Harrison who never left tiezing till I had 
made a draft for £250 sterling and which a regard to my case and safety urged me 
to do agreeable to Mr. Russell’s permission by letter, which is now lodged in said 
LS &F’s hands at their desire.” 
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2. Morn pleasant but cloudy. At Meridian air somewhat raw. At- 
tended worship and Communion at usual place, Doctor Disney 
preached from 12 ch. Mark 28 and so forth verses “And one of the 
Scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together and per- 
ceiving he had answered them well, asked him, which is the first com- 
mandment of all?” Mr. Lindsay distributed the elements. Returned 
via pavements. Mr. and Mrs. Snelson dined with me. P.M. at same 
place, Mr. Lindsay preached from “Render to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” Drank tea and 
passed evening at home. 


3. Remarkably fine, clear, mild air all day. Visited Mr. Bartlet on 
the strand by invitation but his engagement with others quickened my 
departure. Agreed to breakfast with him tomorrow. Proceeded to 
Battersea, dined at Mr. Codds. Returned via the fields, Southwark and 
London bridge. Stopt for an hour at New England Coffee House. Eve 


alone. 


4. Morn dark air, mild. a.m. closed. Walkt to treasury and after 
receiving a specimen of the insolence of office was called in and re- 
ceived my %ly allowance. Thence forwards to Captain Hay’s, with 
whom proceeded to Hazards ofhce under Change and bought two 
ths of two half tickets in present lottery in company with him, 
thence to [7 word] Coffee House where Mr. Jonathan Fletcher 
treated me with a dish of chocolate and Captain Hay drew for his share 
of the Tickets I had paid for on his behalf. Returned home and paid 
for ¥, years board at No. 22 Castle street Aldersgate street for April 
28 to October 28 inclusive, receiving a receipt specifying only 19:19 
though in reality £20 was paid. Dined, passed p.M. and Evening at 
home. Company at [7 word]. 


s. The night preceding this day a very destructive fire consumed 
many houses between Aldersgate street, Bartholomew close and cloth 
fair supposed the most extensive in London for many years. The 
fire yet unextinguisht, no account yet taken of damage, loss &c. Morn 
cloudy, mild air and damp. Within till after dinner. Continued within 
all day. Weather uniformly the same. 


6. Morn cloudy, mild air. a.m. walkt to New England Coffee 
House, saw some of my country folks there, among others Mr. T[im- 
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mins] who in my absence called at my lodgings. Passed p.m. and 
evening at home. Wind all day at Ely. point. Visited Mr. Hay at 


Meridian. 


7. Morn cloudy, wind fresh and rawish. At 2 walkt to Westminster, 
attended the courts for an hour, returned and dined at home on hare. 
Drank tea and passed till 12 o’clock at Mr. Deberdt’s playing with 
him at cribbage. An uncommon fair fine sky. On my return air re- 
markably mild and serene. 


8. Air clear, pleasant though somewhat sharp. Passed midday in 
New England Coffee House reading papers. p.m. viewed the distruc- 
tion at Bartholomew close &c. by the fire 2 nights ago of 40 houses. 
Drank coffee at home, wrote a 2d letter to my wife. 


9. Morn foggy, a.m. cloudy and raw, wind N.E. Attended wor- 
ship at usual place, Mr. Lindsay preached from “Nicodemus an- 
swered and said unto him; how can these things be.” A very excellent 
but unorthodox discourse. p.m. Doctor Disney preached from “O ye 
hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky, but can ye not discern 
the signs of the times?” Drank tea with company at home and passed 
the evening. 


10. Morn as usual mild, serene and foggy. a.M. clearish and pleas- 
ant. Being Lord Maior’s day the city is in a great bustle. Took a walk 
to Guildhall in order to see the preparation but was denied entrance 
being too late. This night came to a determination to part with all 
useless encumbrances of files of papers &c. &c. which curiosity had 
collected, perhaps letters read and wrote and my journal books into 
the bargain. p.M. at home. Mr. A. called, drank tea and passed evening. 


11. Cloudy dark and rainy, within till 6 o’clock. Walkt to New 
England Coffee House and there abode the evening till ro. 


12. Still dark and drisly morn. Wind Nly. and raw. a.m. walk to 
Charing Cross. Dined at home, and after took a short p.M. short strole, 
then returned and drank tea at home. Mr. Gorham called and passed 
evening with me. 


13. Wind S., air damp and mild. a.m. and meridian rainy. At New 
England Coffee House. Forwarded a 2d letter to my wife by Captain 
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Nathaniel West. Within the remainder of p.m. and Evening per me 
ipsum writing." 


14. Dark rainy morn. a.M. alternately showery and fair and cold. 
Within tll p.m. writing letters to Mr. Pynchon of Salem New Eng- 
land. Raw rainy weather continuing, I staid at home all day. 


15. Air mild, close, cloudy. a.m. at New England Coffee House. 
Delivered Captain N. West a letter for Mr. Pynchon of Salem. p.m. at 
home; evening, family out, Brother Greenbury passed with me; went 
through the 3 parts of Free Masonry, departed at ro o’clock. 


16. Air as yesterday. Attended worship at usual place. Mr. Lindsay 
preached an excellent discourse from 3 St. John 14 and 16 verses, 
omitting 15th, supposed an error of the transcriber before printing 
being a repetition of latter part of 16 verse “And as Moses lifted up 
the Serpent in the wilderness, even so must the the Son of Man be 
lifted up; for God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 


1. The letter Curwen wrote this evening to William Pynchon of Salem, finished 
and delivered to Capt. Nathaniel West two days later, read in part: “Respecting 
myself I take the freedom with diffidence to mention the following, a subject, I 
confess, uninteresting but to myself only. However unfavourable to my wishes the 
result of the American assemblies may be I shall be gratified by receiving the 
earliest advices, as I have also wrote and wish you will be amanuensis 
and favour me with your attention in this instance. Capt. Nathaniel West, now here, 
brings me a message from some of your Salem Merchants &c. proposing and in- 
couraging my return. I view this instance of moderation as an honour to the town, as 
respectful to my self and wish to return my thanks to them by you. It affords me 
pleasure, and would chearfully accept the offer if I could [7 word] the temper of 
your people has risen, since Capt. Wests departure [7 word] to an incredible heigth 
of bitterness against the absentees. I dare say these moderate reasonable people would 
not in the present paroxism repeat the message or wish me to accept their late offer. 
Was the temper even lower, and their kind reception only problematical, I can’t 
pursuade myself an attempt would be prudent at this time, beside the unfavorableness 
of the Season. I am at present, but for how long is a painful uncertainty, on the 
government list for 100 f a year, a sum competent, for a single person, even in 
London, who like me is without any expensive desires, and under the strictest 
aeconomy, to procure decent clothing, boarding, coffee house expences and a sur- 
plusage of barely £10. In the country how much more simple, was this sum con- 
firmed for life. To surrender up this precarious allowance without public assurances 
of a restoration to the rights of private property and personal security, would in my 
way of thinking be little short of madness. Should popular rage combine with the 
public decisions to prevent our future residence, deprived of all assistance and when 
the wretched’s last refuge, hope, here, expelled there, imagine to yourself the dis- 
tress of an old man without health [here 2 lines in the letter book are crossed out) 1 
presume from this representation you will join with me in advising to forbear a 
present movement and rather wait with resignation till the several assemblies shall 
have taken decisive measures on Congress recommendation agreeable to the pro- 
visional treaty, if that body shall dare or think it prudent to conform to what their 
Commissioners have agreed to. But enough of this.” 
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Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” p.M. rainy, staid within. E. West called and abode 
Y, hour. Drank tea and passed with Company. 


17. Dark, cloudy with rain and very high wind continued through 
the whole night. Within till 5 o’clock. Passed till————at New Eng- 
land Coffee House reading papers. Remainder at home, small com- 


pany. 


18. Dark rainy morn and a.m. Within till meridian. After, passed 
2 hours at New England Coffee House of which 1 hour with Captain 
N. West about my late home. Met in [dlegible|yard as I was passing 
through a strapping and ill dressed female who wishes to lure me to 
her embraces, I treated with neglect it having been the 2d or 3d time 
I had met her in that neibourhood. Passed p.m. and evening at home, 
past with Landlady’s company.” 


19. Same close, rainy weather as yesterday. Dark and though brisk 
wind, soft, it being at S. p.m. at New England Coffee House. Drank 
coffee, read papers, returned home at 8 o’clock. Remainder per me 
ipsum. 


20. Morn clear, after closed in and rained. a.m. very fine clear and 
pleasant, wind W., air mild. a.m. walk as far as Charing Cross. At 
3 o'clock closed and had rainy appearance. P.M. at home, evening 
at New England Coffee House, read papers, drank dish chocolate. 


21. Air mild, close and drisly at times. At New England Coffee 


House. p.m. and evening at home. 


22. Morn smoaky as usual. At Meridian dusky and drisly. At New 
England Coffee House, paid 7/ for ¥; years reading papers. 


23. Cloudy and foggy morn. Air cold at N. Attended worship at 


usual place, Mr. Lindsay preached from “J have meat to eat which ye 


2. Curwen wrote Richard Ward: “I dare say you are before this convinced how 
fruitless my attempt would have been to have regained possession of my long since 
abandoned estate ... Having wrote [my wife?] to procure a naked list or inventory 
to be made of all the articles in the warehouse and dwelling house from the cellars to 
the garretts inclusive and transmit it to me as quick as convenience shall permit I 
could wish you to assist [her?] in that labour, or if I may take that freedom, wish 
you to undertake it yourself not in the least doubting [her?] concurrence with my 
request.” The words within the brackets above have been erased in the letter book. 


960 November 17 83 LONDON 


know not of.” P.M. air somewhat moderated. Attended as before, 
Doctor Disney, preached from “Who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.” Drank tea at home with company. 


24. Cold cloudy morn. Walkt to New England Coffee House, a 
few minutes only. Thence to American Commissioners office at Duke 
of Newcastle’s house Lincolns Inn field for directions respecting a 
memorial. Air clear and very pleasant. Evening at home per me ipsum. 


25. Morn as usual foggy, air cold. At meridian cleared away and 
became very pleasant, air moderated. Attended among the rest of ex- 
pectants to have a sight of the air balloon discharged from the artillery 
ground at 1 o’clock. It rose very moderately and took a direction Sly. 
the wind being at the N. though faint, and was in my sight 10 or 12 
minutes, and would probably have continued longer had it not rose 
directly over the Sun. Its appearance to my eye after it diminisht to 
4 or 5 miles diameter was like 3 round balls in contact, in shape of a 
triangle or 3 sides body with obtuse angles. Number in Moorfields 
where I took my stand was not less in my estimation than four score 
thousand, and more I am inclined to think if Westminster Hall will 
hold ro thousand. Allowing 15 inches square to each, the number was 
probably more than ro fold the capacity of that. It was pleasing to my 
eye and amusing. Perhaps posterity may improve on this new in- 
vestigated amusement and make what now only is such, a comodious, 
perhaps pernicious aerial conveyance. P.M. and evening at home. 


26. Morn close and foggy. a.m. still cloudy, air milder. a.m. short 
walk, p.m. and evening at home. 


27. Morn smoaky and dark, air cold. Meridian walk to New Eng- 
land Coffee House; in the interim, Captain Coombes just arrived from 
Lisbon called on me. P.M. and evening at home. 


28. Morn as yesterday, a.m. clearish, air coldish. Walkt to Mrs. 
Hays, invited to dine with company. In the interim Captain Carpenter 
from Salem, New England, called requesting me to meet him in the 
evening at a friends house which my Landlady mistook the name, and 
thereby prevented my seeing him, she calling it Hayn’s so much like 
Hay’s where I dined and passed the evening that I really though it the 
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house assigned. Saw Capt. C. for the first time since his arrival from 


Lisbon on the Change. 


29. Mildish air, sky overcast with thin white clouds. Walkt to Mrs. 
Hayley’s to enquire if she was the person mentioned yesterday but 
without success. Meridian at New England Coffee House and by 
Captain Scott found Mrs. Mather the name left with my blundering 
careless Landlady. p.m. walkt to her lodgings with no better success, 
she and he being out. Returned back and passed 4% hour with a free 
mason Brother named Frazier. The remainder of evening at New 


England Coffee House. Drank dish coffee and read the papers. 


30. Air moist, mild, wind W.Sly. Attended at the Chappel, in 
Margaret Street, Cavendish Square, where a Mr. Ford from Liverpool 
officiated, using the liturgy appointed for the dissenters on the plan of 
preconceived forms in that place; it being the first use of it in London. 
House small but full, the text “Make full proof of the mimstry.” First 
lesson sth Deuteronomy; the second, 4 chapter Corinthians (or 2d 
both) the parson chooses ad libitum. As this was the first time of 
performing and no books procured, the Clerk only used the re- 
sponses. P.M. at my usual place, accompanied by Mr. Snelson. Doctor 
Disney preached from “For this cause many are weak and sickly 
among you and many sleep.” Drank tea and passed evening at home. 


1, December 1783. Sky overcast, air mild, wind W.Nly. Within all 
A.M. P.M. short walk abroad, soon returned and passed remainder at 


home. Played at quadrille in Evening with Company. 


2. As yesterday. Within all a.m. Air moderate, wind Wly. P.M. a 
short walk abroad, returned home, remainder of p.m. and evening at 
home. Mr. Gorham passed 3 hours with me. 


3. Air moderate and pleasant, sun out. 2 hours at New England 
Coffee House. Capt. C. interim called. p.m. and evening at home. 


4. Air moderate, pleasant and clear, a.M. walk. p.m. at home. Capt. 
Coombes called and drank tea with me. Passed evening in reading. 
Received 4% [1 word] snuff of 2 sorts called [7 word], the other 
Semontas. 
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s. Same as yesterday. All a.m. out. p.M. and evening at Covent 
Garden theatre to see Old Macklin in the characters of Shylock the 
Jew in Merchant of Venice and in Sir Archy Macsarcasm in Marriage 
ala mode,' a farce of his own writing. In both he excells, and though 
above four score years of age manifests an exertion that would credit 
even youth. The house crouded. ‘The character of Portia in the former 
by an actress named Roscoe being her first appearance. The distress 
she discovered did credit to her sensibility, and Mrs. Wilson’s atten- 
tion who the arrangement of the play accompanied her recommended 
friendly disposition. Portia’s character well sustained, the young law- 
yers so so. Her fate will, I fancy, hereafter be a fine lady. 


6. A mild moderate air, wind S.Wly. At Mr. Deberdts, he com- 
pleated his note, at 1 o’clock went aboard the Neptune. Dined with 
Capt. Coombes on salt fish and oil. Drank coffee, adjusted his loan, 
received a small present of figgs, oranges and came ashore at 5 o’clock, 
laden. 


7. Dark damp morn. At meridian small rain. Attended at worship 
and communion. Doctor Disney preached from “And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou art Christ the Son of the living God.” Mr. 
Lindsay officiated at the communion. P.M. at usual place, Mr. Lindsay 
preached from “Woe unto the world because of offences! For it must 
needs be that offences come; but wo to that man by whom the 
offence cometh.” Dark damp cold air. Drank tea and passed evening 
at home. 


8. Moderate damp air, at times sprinkling. At New England Coffee 


House till 2 o’ clock. p.m. and evening at home. 


g. Confined within with a violent cold and running at the nose, at 
this time epidemic. Capt. C. called and drank tea and passed part of 
Evening. 


10. Darkish morn, air raw. Still confined, though my disorder 
abated. My bed warmed. p.m. and Evening company. Visits to the 
family. 2d warmed bed this season. 


1. Charles Macklin (1697?-1797), an actor who made his reputation by portraying 
Shylock. He also wrote and produced in 1759 Love a la Mode. Curwen erred in his 
title of that play. Marriage-d-la-mode was written by Dryden in 1672. 
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17. Sull dark, gloomy cold air. Wind at N. Evening at home alone.* 


12. Fine, clear. Walkt with Capt. C. to Mr. D., after called with him 
at American Commissioners office. 


13. Air cold, clear and pleasant. At meridian passed 2 hours at New 
England Coffee House. Evening and p.m. at home. 


14. Very dark, foggy morn, cold and soreness at breast prevented 
attending service at church, being confined thereby all day. 


15. Same as yesterday, air extreamly dark, close and foggy, at times 


rain. Candles lighted to dine by. Confined within all day. 


16. Same as yesterday, though not quite so dark. Air very thick, 
damp and smoaky. a.m. at New England Coffee House till 3 o’clock. 
In Evening walkt to Mr. Deberdt’s to speak with her but she not 
being [there] returned to London, I came home and there passed 
remainder. 


17. Morn dark, air chilly and damp. Took a short a.m, walk. p.m. 
Capt. C. called and drank tea and passed a hour with me, family out. 


18. As yesterday, Midday mild. Visited Mrs. Deberdt to advise 
about a new country lodging which she informed me of some time 
since, and which she is to make further enquirys about. After, at New 
England Coffee House, thence to Mr. Smithsons, whom I consulted 
about my ear buz which begins to grow troublesome. I apprehend 
it will end in deafness if not something more. At 6 o’clock went out 
to the Baptists head Aldermanbury Coffee House to read news &c., 
it being my first visit there. Yesterday Charles Fox’s famous East 
Indies bill was on a second reading thrown out of the house of Lords 
by a majority of 19 of which 75 was for and 94 against it. The Prince 
of Wales with the minority, being his first vote as one of house. 


19. Morn clear and frosty air. My rae zub desaecrin ot ym taerg 
ecneinevnocni. Passed all evening at New England Coffee House, past 
with Bostonians, 4. 

2. To Isaac Smith, Curwen wrote regretting not having heard from him and ex- 


pressing his own conviction that he would never return to America. Much of the 
letter is crossed out and blurred. 
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20. Night preceding cold, morn fair and frosty. House of Com- 
mons last evening in an uproar, occasioned by a supposed design to 
dissolve them and form a new arrangement of Administration, the 
members of which one of the papers have, as usual in extraordinary 
cases, presented the public with. a.m. walk to Mrs. D.’s to enquire 
further about country lodgings. Stopt in at New England Coffee 
House. p.M. at home, evening at John Baptists head Coffee House, 
Aldermansbury. 


21. Very dark foggy air and cold. Abode within A.M. P.M. at- 
tended service at usual place, Doctor Disney preached from “Look 
not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of 
others.” Passed evening at home alone, all out. 


22. Snow, flight of, in morn. Sky dark and threatening, air cold and 
frosty. Within all a.m. p.m. at home. Evening drank tea with Capt. C. 
at Aldersgate Coffee House. 


23. Dark misty, close air and cold. Gave Capt. C. boy 1/ for bring- 
ing up figgs, almonds and a bottle of Calcavalla from Spain 2 or 3 days 
since. Within all a.m. p.m. and part of evening at New England Coffee 
House. 


24. Dark cold air. A.M. sun out and in. Joseph Hooper called on me. 
Went out to Lincoln’s Inn and after proceeded to Mr. Basadt whom I 
consulted with a physician about my rae zub and received a vial of 


Sp of volatile. Evening at New England Coffee House reading papers. 


25. Dark cold morn. a.m. rain. Attended service at Chappell as 
usual, Doctor Disney preached from “For unto us is born this day, in 
the City of David, a saviour which is Christ the Lord.” Dined at home 
with company, and passed the evening. Company played at cards. 
Not so the [ waits? ] in the city dark and gloomy in Oxford street. 


26. Clearish and pleasant a.m. Visited Mr. Danforth. Evening at St. 
Mary Legrand Coffee House, drank cappillaise and read news. 


27. Very sharp, frosty as the preceding night. S. Porter called on 
me. Meridian visit at Mr. Deberdts. Passed an hour with Mr. Hawkins, 
none else out. 
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28. Very sharp air. Sky overcast. a.m. snow. Attended at usual 
place, Mr. Lindsay preached from “For we know that if the earthly 
house of this our tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, an home not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this 
we groan earnestly, desiring to be [7 or 2 words] with our house 
which is in heaven. If so be that being clothed we shall be found 
naked.” A text and discourse not unsuitable to my particular situation, 
this day compleating my 68th year and in a disconsolate despairing 
condition, labouring under bodily infirmities, dreadful uncertainties 
respecting my temporal supplies and but too conscious of many more 
imperfections and follies moral and natural, however doubtful what 
may be the consequences of a separation of Soul and Body. I most 
ardently long for a deliverance from present evils and a retreat to that 
state of quietude where the wicked cease from troubling and where 
the uneasy be at rest. p.m. attended at same place. Doctor Disney 
preached from “The rich and poor meet together. The Lord 1s the 
maker of them all.” Mr. Gorham called and drank tea; I passed even 
at home. j 


29. Darkish cold sharp morn. Houses and ground also covered the 
2d time with snow which fell the preceding night. Wind is and has 
been for 3 days at Nly. point. a.m. walk to invite Capt. C. to a dinner 
of Mr. Pitman’s on [3 words] sent as a present from his mother in the 
country, from Capt. Clarke’s office to his Brig Minerva lying off 
lower wharff. Passed p.m. and evening at home convivially. 


30. Morn clearish and sharp, wind N.E., a hard frost continued. 
Within till 6 o’clock. Passed evening at New England Coffee House 
reading the newspapers, part of the time with a Countryman. 


31. Same as yesterday. Visited Mrs. Deberdt on invitation by a 
letter she wrote from the country, found terms for boarding too high. 
Thence to Capt. Hays, staid with her an hour and received an invita- 
tion to dinner next friday. p.m. and evening at home. Thus con- 
cludes a most unpleasing and unprofitable year, meaning in such a 
sense as dignifys the rational nature of mortal man. 
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1784 


1, 1784 January. Sharp air continued, wind at S.E., some appearance 
of a thaw at meridian. Snow and ice 8 or 9g inches deep in the streets. 
A.M. abroad, P.M. within, evening alone, family out. May the follow- 
ing years be productive of better moral efforts than the last. 


2. Air raw, thawy. Excessive bad walking in the streets. At New 
England Coffee House 2 hours, after dined at Captain Hay’s and 
drank tea. Custom House refuses to enter American oil without pay- 
ing the alien duty which greatly mortifies and disappoints the late 
emancipated refugees. 


3. Mild air, light clouds, thaw continues. At Meridian walkt to 
Mr. Deberdts in order to proceed to Broxburne in prosecution of new 
country board but a sudden disorder in my bowells attended with 
great pain stopt further process and after 2 hours delay at Mr. D.’s 
house I returned home, drank a bason of broth, and took a warm bed 
for a few hours, and passed remainder of evening at home, family out. 


4. Sunday. Air mild, dark, misty and rainy. Summoned up twice this 
night or rather early. Confined the whole day. At Meridian Mr. D. 
called on me as Capt. C. did yesterday during my absence. 


s. Within all a.m. Air very fine, clear air. At 3 o’clock sky closed 
and sharp. At 12 o’clock departed from lodgings in order to take coach 
for Broxburne to make enquiries about country lodgings in that 
neibourhood. Arrived at Mr. Deberdts at 5 o’clock where I found him 
and her sitting by a clear coal fire. 


6. Night preceeding cold and frosty, morn clear and pleasant, air 
somewhat sharp. At 12 o'clock walkt to Hoddesdon with Mrs. 
Deberdt and the 2 misses, called at Mr. Walkers, and after some con- 
versation on the design of my journey, proceeded to Mrs. Kilpin’s 
house, recommended as a suitable one for me. After some talk left her 
to consider and propose terms, that I am to examine tomorrow. Re- 
turned back with Mrs. Deberdt and dined. After 5 o’clock visited with 
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Mrs. Deberdt at Miss Wettingshalls, drank tea, supt, and passed eve- 
ning at Loo with 4 ladies. Retired at 12 o’clock. 


7. Wind and weather same as yesterday. At Meridian walkt over to 
Hoddesdon to finish the bargain, proceeding from Mr. Walker’s to 
Mrs. Kilpin by myself, agreed conditionally for board and lodgings. 
Terms are [7 word] in my own room twice in a week, for breakfast, 
Tea, chocolate, coffee &c. &c. as I may please, sit by the parlour fire at 
other times and pay 13/6 a week. p.m. and evening with Mrs. Deberdt 
and played at cribbage. Retired at 12 o'clock. 


8. Wind and weather same as before. Arose between 8 and 9 
o'clock, took an early breakfast and bidding Godbwye to the family, 
departed on foot, walking about 2 hours, when being overtaken by 
the Buntingford stage coach was admitted to a seventh share of the 
inside accomodation, which after 2 miles was rendered comfortable 
by the departure of 2 passengers; arriving at the four Swans Inn 
Bishopgate street London at 12 o’clock, thence to Mr. Deberdt’s 
house, thence to my previous lodgings No. 22 Castle street, Falcon 
Square where I passed the remainder of the day and evening. 


g. Morn cloudy, air sharp, wind variable, as for 3 days past, from 
N.E. to S. Within all a.m., at 6 o’clock walkt out and passed evening at 
St. Martin le grand coffee house reading news papers, magazines and 
sessions trials. Drank coffee. 


10. Morn clearish, air raw, wind variable from N.W. to N.E., p.m. 
Captain Coombes called and drank tea with me, departed at 8 o’clock. 
Evening per ourselves, family out. Passed midday at New England 
Coffee House, met Capt. C. there and invited him to tea. 


11. Morn dark, very sharp and frosty. Dekawa thiw a suovren h.a. 
confined thereby. A sermon at our chappell to embalm [several 
words |. 


12. Same as yesterday. Redrosid deunitnoc thiw deniartsernu egar. 


13. Air milder and damp. Somewhat drisly at times. Wind N.Ely. 
Redrosid detaba, sti scatta ssel ni eerged nad ecneloiv, within all a.m. 
Company at dinner on a large leg mutton sent family from Bath. 
Passed p.m. and evening with them. Retired at 12 o'clock. 
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14. Darkish, drisly air, and rawish. Within all a.m. Sniamer fo h.a. 
tnatculer ot traped. p.m. and Evening drank tea with company at 
home. 


15. Neglected to enter; dull, heavy, damp air and raw. Streets ex- 
treamly dirty. 


16. Moderate, pleasant air. Wind Ely. At Mr. Deberdt’s to make 
enquiries about the boarding house proposed by him, found her having 
just finished a letter acquainting me with her success, and offered to 
accompany me to the house to complete the bargain. After an invita- 
tion to dinner she left the good folks and me together and after some 
talk and a view of the premises, which I found in the neatest and 
[satisfactory? | order we struck a bargain to pay for a lodging chamber 
and diet £40 per annum, say at the rate, each to give a months warn- 
ing. I am to find firing, candles, wine and spirits. For breakfast tea, 
coffee, chocolate, or gruel as I shall choose, dinner and supper what 
the house affords. The family is a Mr. and Mrs. 2 dauters about 22 or 
3, a maid and [7 word] little company, family peacable, quiet, inoffen- 
sive, singularly clean and refined. I hope for more enjoyment than my 


present lodgings afford. 


17. Fairish, sharp cold air and dry. Wind Nly. Passed 2 hours last 
evening at St. Martin’s le grand Coffee House reading news. Abroad 
all the a.m. At New England [Coffee House] recognized by Col. 
Tonge,’ whom at first sight I knew not till he made himself known. 
Invited by Capt. Hay to tea. Enquiring found nobody at home, him- 


self and her being out. Passed evening at home. 


18. Fairish cold sharp air. Wind N.Wly. Attended at usual place, 
Mr. Lindsey preached from “And I will pray the Father and he will 
send another comforter, even the spirit of truth.” p.M. at same place, 
Doctor Disney preached from “‘Not slothful in business, but fervent 
im spirit, serving the Lord.” Drank tea and passed evening at home. 


19. Clearish air, sharp and frosty, wind N.E. Meridian walk; after 
at Aldersgate Coffee House? reading papers, drank glass Capillaise. 


1. This might be the W. P. Tonge who, banished and his estate confiscated, sought 
relief from the British government in 1794. 
m 2. Aldersgate Coffee House, 168 Aldersgate Street, No. 20 in Lillywhite, Coffee 
ouses. 
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P.M. at home, received an insult at table from my paltry little taylor 
Landlord, without notice, being determined, during the short abode I 
am to make here, to pocket his clownish rudeness and pragmatical be- 
haviour with a contemptuous silence. Drank tea and evening at home. 


20. Air raw. Midday flight snow. Visited my intended lodging 
house, evening at home, playing at quadrille with Mr. and Mrs. S. 
Nelson and Mrs. C. 


21. Air sharp, frosty. a.m. and Meridian walkt abroad. Evening 
passed at New England Coffee House. Met Capt. Goodwin just 
arrived from America in a vessell belonging to Mr. Russell of Boston; 
acquaints me he saw my wife about 6 weeks ago at Salem, said she was 
well but brought no letters nor messages from her or any one for me, 
she, as he says, not knowing of his intended voyage here. 


22. Cold raw, gloomy morn, wind N., snow. Abroad at Meridian, 
P.M. at home, Evening at New England Coffee House reading news. 


23. Very cold gloomy air, wind Nly. Denifnoc tot yad yb suovren 
h.a., thiw I dekawa. 


24. Air clearish, wind as before very sharp, piercing cold. Headach 
detaba oth ton enog ffo. Last night Mr. Pitts East Indies bill lost by a 
majority of 8. Probably a dissolution of parliament will follow; a most 
wretched plight in this distracted nation from an innate despotically 
inclined King and a sett of profligate unprincipled men of influence 
and politicians. I fear there is not sense enough of the importance of 
public interest and liberty among the people to oppose the pernicious 
designs and measures of Commons and Parliament, and that the people 
from whose efforts alone [5 idlegible words interlined| unaided by 
nobles or gentry will soon oppressed and overshadowed by taxes sub- 
mit to any measure their haughty imperious Ministers shall impose; 
thus shall that government once the boast of Great Britain and the 
envy of the world soon find itself on a level with the most contemptible 
of those nations whom it justly looked on with pity and imprudently 
with contempt, Methinks its ruin is near enough for my old age to 
have the cruel mortification of seeing; brought on it by the most 
impolitic and foolish of all attempts, the late American war and that 
in the short span of 9 years fallen when at the highest pinacle of power 
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glory and wealth it had ever attained to its present awful state of 
dispair. Drank tea and passed evening at home. 


25. Air clear and sharp, wind N.Wly. Attended worship at usual 
place, Mr. Lindsay preached from “And whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth, the same shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace.” 
Dined at home. P.M., walking in streets being slippery and dangerous, 
Te’en staid within the remainder of the day. 


26. Very raw sharp air, uncomfortable walking. Meridian abroad. 
P.M. and evening within. 


27. Same wind and weather continued. Abroad at Meridian, P.M. 
paid for board and lodging, took a receipt in full on 4d stampt paper, 
put my things in a coach and departed, not a soul but the servant to 
be seen, however left compliments and bid adieu to a very disagree- 
able family. Arrived in 4 hour to my present lodgings, a Mr. and Mrs. 
Robertson’s No. 107 Bishopgate Street within, having just compleated 
g months in the former of which 4 was most uncouth and unnatural. 
On examining my trunks I discover an additional loss to my shirts of a 
narrow striped black and green silk waistcoat which cost me more 
than 2 guineas, making my whole loss £10. Drank tea and passed 
evening at our lodgings. 


28. Very cold sharp air, wind Nly., clear. Extream uncomfortable 
and dangerous walking in streets. A.M. short walk abroad, remainder 
of time in my room, being first fire made therein since this family 
tenanted the premises from midsummer. P.M. walkt to find out the 
Coach No. 324 wherein I left an Indian handkerchief with some things 
therein. Not to be found on the stand. Drank tea and passed evening 
at home. 


29. Very sharp piercing air, wind as before and clear. Uncomfor- 
table walking continues. p.M. walkt to stand at Aldersgate Coaches to 
enquire about handkerchief and contents left in coach that conveyed 
me to new lodgings. Can find neither driver nor No. and so I quit a 
fruitless search and abandon my property. Drank tea and passed eve- 
ning at home being extreamly uncomfortable. Mr. Goreham called 
on me and staid an hour. 
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30. Wind and weather continues. At Meridian sun clear and air 
somewhat milder. Walkt to Wine Vault and after visited Mr. Hughes, 
who told me he would invite me to a dinner at his house some day 
next week. Thence returned home and passed time in reading Ist 
volume Robertsons history of America and in the evening aloud to 


the Ladies. 


31. Air clearish and still, extreamly sharp. Much like our New Eng- 
land weather at this season. Within all day. 


1, February 1784. Extreamly sharp air, wind steadily at N. Attended 
worship at Mr. Lindsay’s Chappell, as usual. Doctor Disney preached 
from “Without controversy, great in the mystery of godliness; God 
qas manifest in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of Angels, 
preached unto the gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into 
glory.” Mr. Lindsay distributed the elements, it being Communion 
day. p.m. staid within on account of the cold air and bad slippree 
walking. Doctor Disney in the course of his sermon told us that the 
word God had not appeared in the text till about the 4th Century after 
Christ. Such pranks before had been played with the original by the 
zealous orthodox espousers of the trinitarian doctrine, who boggled 
not to promote their favorite absurdity by falsehoods and forgerys. 
P.M. and evening within. 


2. Wind and weather as before. Disturbed and interrupted, last 
night by disagreeable dreams from whatever cause, which however, 
I pretend not satisfactorily to accept for to my mind I find my imag- 
ination much more busily employed now, than in my youth whilst 
asleep. Short walk abroad at Meridian p.m. and evening at home, read- 
ing aloud between Miss M. and myself in Robertson’s history of 
North America. 


3. Wind and weather continue same. Joseph Hooper called on me 
to accompany him to American Commissioner’s office in Lincolns Inn 
fields, taking with me Miss M. the younger dauter of the family who 
is going on a visit in that quarter. After waiting in the anteroom 2 or 
3 hours called in and gave a relation on oath which proved from my 
unacquaintedness with his affairs of no advantage to his cause. Re- 
turned at 2 o'clock and after dinner repaired to New England Coffee 
House where I passed 2 hours in reading papers filled with melancholy 
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accounts of the party squabbles in the House of Commons between 
Foxites and Pittites, the former of which has got a majority to address 
his Majesty to turn out the latter and his associates which has produced 
such a chagrin in the Kings mind; tis said, as has determined [him] to 
retire to Hanover and leave this distracted Country under the govern- 
ment of guardians of the realm, of which his son, the Prince of Wales 
will be first in the Command. The other Article is numerous advice 
from different parts of the extream severity of the weather, and the 
fatal consequences of it to lives of men and beasts. 


4. Morn drisly, air still sharp, wind as before. Dekawa thiw suovren 
h.a., epoh ot neverp ti yb noitnetsba nad eduteiug. Within all day. 


y. Same wind and air as before. Within as yesterday. Somewhat 
moderated. 


6. Air somewhat moderated. a.m. at New England Coffee House 
reading papers. At Meridian accompanied Miss Mary to a friends in 
Lambs conduit street and there left her to attend the theatre this 
evening. Passed remainder of time at home. A damp snow fell for 3 or 
4 hours. 


7. Cloudy damp air and excessive chilly. Snow in the night, no 
appearance of a change in the season, though the moon changes. The 
extream inconvenient severity of the weather seems to ill influence the 
temper of the state managers whose pertinacious obstinacy forbodes 
bitter struggles in the House of Commons and their opposition in the 
House of Lords, to bring on a state convulsion, should healing 
measures not soon be adopted, and the mutiny bill run out, the army 
will of course be left without restraint and the doggs of war be let 
loose. The consequences all have reason to dread, none fully foresee. 
At Meridian walkt abroad, read newspapers at New England Coffee 
House, after proceeded to a Mr. Brand’s Lambs conduit street to ac- 
company Miss Mary home. Evening broached my bottle of Colcavilla 
Capt. C. had presented me with, had 4 or 5 glasses with the family and 
passed a few joyous hours with them, very cheerful. 


§. Fair sharp air. Attended worship at usual place, Mr. Lindsay 
preached from “He whom God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
holy ghost and with power, Him God raised up the 3d day, and 
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shewed him openly.” Landlord’s two nephews dined with us. Cold 
air and bad walking prevented my going out P.M. 2 nephews of the 
master of family dined and passed p.m. and evening with us. 


g. Morn sharp, meridian and p.m. snow. Night following, very hard 
frost. Within all day. 


10. Morn clear, sharp air. p.m. at New England Coffee House, eve- 
ning at home. Streets remarkably dirty. 


11. Wind and weather as before. Meridian walk, received at Capt. 
Clark’s office a letter directed from Capt. C. at the downs. p.m. and 
evening at home. 


12, Same extream sharp air continues. Dark storm threatening sky. 
Wind N. p.m. took a long walk to Bethnal Green Church by Shore- 
ditch ditto and back through Spitalfields. Passed an agreeable evening 
in hearing Miss Mary read journey to London &c. 


13. Morn snowy air and wind as before. Dekawa thiw a suovren ha, 
denifnoc ybereht. Promising appearances that the 2 political game- 
cocks Pitt and Fox will at length compromise, and the public business 
for a while at least, be suffered to go on which during the contests be- 
tween the House of Commons on the one side and the King support- 
ing the House of Lords on the other, has stagnated, to the great re- 
proach of the contenders and injury of the public interest which 
however, in this period of venality and self interests seems to be a con- 
sideration of the smallest importance if any at all. p.m. and evening at 
home. 


14. No alterations in the air, the same comfortless prospects. A short 
walk which the extremity of the cold rendered so. p.m. and Evening 
at home, the latter rendered agreeable by Miss Mary’s reading the 
Buisy Body to us, our company increased by a pleasing appearing 
Lady named March. 


15. Sour harsh air. Abode within reading. Remained so all the fol- 
lowing day. 


16. Extream cold harsh air. Snow. a.m. within. Evening Mr. Gore- 
ham called, drank tea and passed 2 hours. 
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17. Same distressing harsh air &c. At New England Coffee House. 
Received 2 letters from E. West and R. W [ard], Salem New England. 
Conversed with the Captain who brought it, by him encouraged to 
hope that I maybe admitted to my native country, but I doubt it. Eve- 
ning at home reading. 


18. Air yet extream sharp. Somewhat damp. Received at treasury 
my ly allowance up to January 5 concluding last year. p.m. and Eve 
at home reading. 


1g. Dark sour air, wind continued, appearance of thaw yesterday 
deceitful. Within and before a fire in my own room. P.M. took a 
pleasant walk to Newington butts, treated family with a pound cake. 


20. Same air. A.M. within. P.M. accompanied Miss Mary to her 
friend Miss March’s and after waited on another young Lady whom I 
accidently met in the street. Eve snow. 


21. Air soft and thawy. Sky darkish and of a rainy appearance. A.M. 
a home. 


22. Air moderate, sky dull. A little appearance of rain. Attended 
worship at Great St. Hellens in Bishopgate street, being accompanied 
there by Miss [7 Jetter], the Curate Parson Tovey preached from 
“Follow after righteousness.” p.M. at home with Company of William 
and Herbert Robertson and family. Passed evening together. 


23. Fine clear soft air, blew sky, warm sun. Walkt to Mr. Danforth’s 
lodgings with whom I passed 2 hours. Received my papers which he 
had kept for 4 months. p.m. and Eve at home. 





24. 


25. Thawy damp air, light sprinkling now and then. Accompanied 
Miss Mary to her friend Miss Brand’s and called at New England 
Coffee House on my return. Short stay, all the papers in hand. P.M. 
and evening at home reading. 


26. Soft wet air. Morn sprinkling. Within. Evening at New England 
Coffee House, received a letter from R. Ward dated Salem December 
24,83 sent from Cork in Int’d. postage [7 word]. 
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27. Thaw continues. a.M. walkt to and through the whole Park. 
P.M. at the Lyceum with Miss Mary Robertson to see the air balloon 
sent by Mr. [7 word] from Paris as a present to Oxford. In evening 
received a letter from my wife, it being the first from her wherein she 
mentions her declining state of health; a friendly one from my friend 


Mr. Pynchon, and a copy from Mr. R. Ward. 


28. Air dry but cloudy. Air somewhat rawish. Within all day. Mr. 
Pitt by invitation in the City at Grocers hall Cheapside. Great throngs 
attended, he was drawn in his carriage by men. Returning late in the 
night assaulted, his and other carriages broken to pieces, by men 
armed with bludgeons; supposed, not probably without reason, by 
Fox’s party, and his and partys encouragement. A knavish ill judged 
resentment. 


29. Air very clear, rawish, sky overcast. Attended worship at usual 
place, Mr. Lindsay preached from “Then he said unto them, O Fools 
and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Ought 
not Christ to have suffered these things and enter into his glory.” No 
Company with family at dinner. After Misses M. and S. walked away 
to Islington on a visit during which I read a sermon of Mr. Grants to 
Mr. and Mrs. Robertson. Just as finished Miss March entered, and at 
her request read one of Doctor Blairs on “Josephs discovery of himself 
to his brethren.” She dined and passed the evening; the young Ladies 
returned by tea time. 


1, March 1784. Cold raw air, dull aspected sky. Within all day. 


2. Same air, sky clear. Accompanied Mr. Goreham who called on 
me to Monmouth street. p.M. and evening at home. Miss M.R. finished 
[7 word]. 


3. Clear cold air. a.m. within. p.m. walkt abroad. Borrowed at 
Nobles circulating library, Mrs. Montagues essay on the writings and 
genius of Shakespeare &c. to read &c. Family had a female visitor of 
the foregoing authoress name. 


4. Fair clear, morn coolish. Meridian pleasant. Within all day read- 
ing and attending. 
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5. Milky sky, mild air. S. C[onant] and J. H[ooper] called on me. 
Visited Mrs. Hay. Received a more particular mortifying relation of 
my domestic concerns since my long absence than ever before. P.M. 
and evening at home, a Lady visitant named Brande repeated 3 acts of 
Sophonisba by heart and but for the entrance of a gentleman would 
have finished the whole play, which she has by heart. Remainder, 


however, passed cheerfully. 


6. Light sprinkling drisle all day. Within, finished reading Mrs. 
Montagues Essay on Genius and Writings of Shakespeare. 


7. Fine clear air, mild. Attended worship and Communion at usual 
place. Doctor Lindsay preached from 5 Chapter St. Mathew 12 first 
verses, “And Jesus seeing the multitude he went &c.” Going through 
St. Paul’s Churchyard met Mr. William Walter’ late from Nova Scotia 
who at first sight recollected me and spoke, my eye and memory being 
weakened by age, and his features somewhat hardened, could not sud- 
denly recognize him. p.m. and Evening rain, at home reading Blair’s 
sermon. / 


8. Morn drisly meridian high winds. In my room writing to my 
Wife. p.m. and Fvening at home.” 


g. Rainy. Dined by invitation at Mr. Hughes, Company Samuel 
Porter, and a Mr. Hills, a young Apothecary late from Portsmouth, a 
native of Cambridge, New England. Passed the p.m. and drank tea. 
Evening at home Mrs. Brand read the 2 remaining acts of Sophonisba 
and began the Novel of Cecilia. 


zo. Same damp drisly air as before. Within all day reading Cecilia. 


11, Fair clear air, somewhat sharp. a.M. in my room. Meridian walkt 
out. p.M. Ladies drank tea and passed evening with me in my room. 


12. Fair clean, cold air. a.m. walkt with Miss R. to St. Georges 
Fields to see 3 air balloons mounted; the 2d of about 6 feet diameter 


1. The Rev. William Walter (1737-1800), Harvard 1756, rector of Trinity and 
Christ Church Boston; married Lydia, daughter of Chief Justice Benjamin Lynde; 
proscribed and banished; estates confiscated; went to Halifax, New York, Nova 
Scotia, and arrived in England in 1784; returned to Boston where he died. 

2. Commencing with 8 March, there appear in the letter book three or four short 
letters, all of which have been intentionally crossed out except for the date line 
“London Bishopgate Street within No. 107 March 8, 1784.” 
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continued 6 minutes in sight being driven to the Eastward with great 
velocity before the wind which then blew from the S.W. The throngs 
covering all the adjacent ground were innumerable. In returning was 
hemmed in with the croud among horses and carriages to mine and my 
companion’s no small terror. At length providentially escaped and 
disentangled ourselves and got passage home via Westminster bridge. 
Passed p.m. and Evening as usual at home. 


13. Fair clear cold air, wind Nly. Confined all day by a severe nerv- 
ous headach. 


14. Passed preceeding night, though in pain much less distressful 
than feared, its abating not sufficient to encourage me to go abroad this 
day. Fair, cold air and brisk even. Within a.m. Attended service at 
usual place. p.m. accompanied by Mr. Robertson met at Chappel door 
my late fellow lodger Robert Pitman whom for the first time I saw 
since abandoning my former lodgings. Mr. Lindsay preached from 
the 9th Chapter St. John 2d and 3d verses “Master, who had sinned, 
this man, or his parents, that he was &c.” Drank tea at home, passed 
evening in reading and hearing Blair’s sermon. 


15. Fair but very sharp air. Confined within, finished reading 
Cecilia, a tedious unentertaining novel, though in high esteem, wrote 
by Miss Burney the author of the famous pleasing one named Evelina. 


_ 16. Fair, clear, raw, less in degree than the preceeding day. a.M. at 
home. p.M. walkt over London Bridge through St. Georges Fields to 
Westminster Abbey, continuing there an hour. Thence proceeded to 
the Park which encompassing I returned and at New England Coffee 
House meeting Mr. Isaac Smith my Countryman, on the eve of his 
departure for Boston, I took him home with me to drink tea; could not 
persuade him to stay the evening being before engaged with Doctor 
Franklin’s club at London tavern. By invitation called on Mr. [7 
word |. 


17. Fair clear cold raw air. a.M. within. P.M. walkt abroad. Evening 
at home as usual. 


18. Same as yesterday. P.M. took a long walk per me ipsum down to 
Limehouse. Returned home to tea and passed evening at home. Mr. 
Smith called on me. 
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19. Cloudy darkish morn, very raw harsh, N.E. air still continues. 
Within all day, Company at home. Miss Mary R. this day left us for 


10 days visit at a friends named Tyler. 


20. Wind and weather as before. a.m. within. S.P. called and abode 
with me ¥, hour. Talkt of home affairs. He seems undetermined what 
course to take, being in same predicament with myself. P.M. an hours 
walk abroad. Mr. Pitt, at present, the great popular Minister, because 
Charles Fox’s antagonist, who is become from the Man of the People, 
as he and his supporters arrogantly assumed to be now the popular 
odium on account of his East Indies bill, dined this day at the London 
Tavern, being the 3d public dinner of late in the City, and who in his 
turn, will very probably before the expiration of many months be 
as much condemned and hissed as now caressed and applauded; pop- 
ular breath rarely if ever long keeps one direction. 


21. Fair clear air, somewhat abated of its vigour. Attended at usual, 
Mr. Lindsay preached from “Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, 
bim declare I unto you.” Dined at home, no company but family. 
P.M. attended at All Hallows London with Mr. Garnon the lecturer 
preached an ingenious discourse from “J said I will confess my trans- 
gressions unto the Lord; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sins, 
Selah.” The preacher in the mention of the text added from the 32 
psalm § verse, the bible translation. My Companion was Miss S.R. 
with whom I walkt through Moorfields to London Lyingin hospital, 
in City road; thence Shoreditchward, Curtain, Long Lane, Angel alley 
to Bishopgate street. Drank tea and passed evening at Mr. Potters, an 
Hosier in our neibourhood. 


22. Air still sharp and finger cold. Visited Mr. Smith at his lodgings, 
and after took a walk to Westminster Abbey, thence home. Passed 
p.M. and Evening there, nearly suffocated by a glass of wine which 
prevented respiration for almost half a minute. Family frightened. 


23. Air milder, somewhat smoaky, sky milky. a.m. before a fire in 
my own room. P.M. walkt with Mr. Smith to Hoxton. p.m. and eve- 
ning at home. Retired early to my rest. 


24. Fair raw air, visited Mr. Smith at his lodgings in order to put a 
letter into his hands for Mr. Pynchon of Salem,* walkt together de- 


3. To William Pynchon, Curwen acknowledged his letter of 2 Jan.: “I had, through 
the course of the fall and winter determined to embark for America the following 
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signing for N.G.; being too late stopt in at Doctor ——— of whom 
Mr. Smith took his last leave, after receiving an invitation with me to 
pass next evening within. p.m. walkt to H.G. Mr. Goldthwait drank 
tea with us. Evening as usual at home. 


25. A.M. cloudy, Meridian drisly. p.m. and evening rainy. Rode 
with Mrs. R. to dine and pass p.m. at Mr. Felton’s country house, 
upper part of Hackney where Mary is at present on a visit. At 8 
o'clock departed in a rain after a delay of an hour occasioned by an 
accident of the harness breaking, during which Mrs. R. filled in the 
interval in expressing her uneasiness and fretting to our no small dis- 
comforture. Arrived safe after 34 hour’s not unpleasant ride. Heavens 
cleared on our alighting and moon appeared. 


26. Dark, sour, rainy morn. Meridian snow began and continued 
through the night following. Remained within all day. Proclamation 
issued for dissolving parliament, this being 3d session; the house of 
Commons prove refractory and unyielding to the King’s measures and 
his new servants, Young Pitt, Thurlow, Gower &c. The great seal of 
England was yesternight stole from Lord Thurlow’s house, great 
Ormand Street, with 2 swords and 30 guineas cash; ’tis reported that 
the Seal has been since picked up in Bloomsbury square, but without 
foundation. 


27. House tops covered with snow that fell last night, air cold, sun 
seen through light milky clouds. Within all a.m. Walkt to H.G. p.m. 


Evening at home. 


28. Fair but very cold sharp air. Wind at N.£. fresh. (Mr. Thomas 
Goldthwait drank tea with me). Attended service at usual place, Mr. 
Lindsay preached from “Through the knowledge of him that hath 
called us to glory and virtue.” Dined at Mr. Charles Brand’s in Lambs 
Conduit street with our whole family, by invitation given ro days ago. 
Drank tea and passed evening till near 12 o’clock there, the younger 
part playing at a game called Conversation Cards, which is done in the 


summer; at the present I am plunged in doubts, and as the sailors phrase it, thrown 
all aback; which course to pursue I cannot resolve; necessity, perhaps, may force me 
hence, my future place of residence not within the reach of my knowledge to point 
out ... An expression in yours made me expect further intelligence respecting my 
own return, but several vessells having arrived from your parts without any letters 
for me leaves me to conclude either you were misinformed or those who promised 
have neglected or declined the trouble of writing. On the whole I am in a strange 
perplexity, which time alone must end.” 
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following manner. To each person is dealt 9, by 3 at each time, on each 
card is inscribed a word as King, Queen, Gentleman, Lady, Night, 
Morning, or any short sentence. The person on the dealer’s left hand 
throws one and addresses or speaks it, and so each person successively 
adding some pertinent as he can invent till all being out of hand, the 
cards are [one word] and the person who first threw a card down 
forms a story from his hand taking the words on his card for the text 
filling up the interval in the best manner he can till each has told his 
story; these being laid aside a new parcel is dealt as before &c. &c. 


29. Dark, sharp air. p.m. and Evening snow. Within all day per me 
ipsum. 


30. Cold, dark, snow. Wind as before N.E. London Election at 
Guildhall for parliament. [blot] Yesterday a Mr. Cooper, owner of 
Wine Vaults, said [blot] generally consumed 16000 hogsheads of Port 
wine extra, and that 24 [blot] consumption in a quarter of that wine 
through England, Scotland and Ireland [blot] Passed a.m. in my room 
before my own fire. p.M. at home. 


31. Cold raw air, a.M. fairish. Meridian snow. p.m. cold and un- 
pleasant. Visited Mr. Smith and with him visited Mr. Manning and 
wife from Exeter. Afterward at Guildhall, on the hustings where I 
abode an hour. From thence with him to a Salesmans shop. P.M. and 
evening at home. Night following extreamly cold and frosty. Raw 
sharp Nly. wind continues unabated. 


1, April 1784. Sun in morn, dimly shines. Wind and air as before. 
At Meridian visited Doctor Robertson. p.m. and evening at home. 


2. Wind and weather as before. Passed a.m. in a long walk with Mr. 
R[obertson] to Mr. Smith the floor cloth maker and painter, Knights- 
bridge, a foundling hospital man, being conducted through his works 
for which he has a patent. His looms admit a width of 7 yards and paint 
by the use of a roler renders the cloth both thick, strong and lasting. 
From thence returned back through Sloane street via Chelsea having 
taken Covent garden filled with the election mob in our way. P.M. 
at home. Evening Mr. Smith called and invited me to ride with him 
to Gravesend where the ship lies, from whence tomorrow morning 


he is to take shipping. 


LONDON April 1784 981 


3. Dark, damp morning. Rose uncommonly early. Accompanied 
Mr. Isaac Smith and Brother in a postchaise to Gravesend, the former 
being bound to Boston with 10 or a dozen passengers in the ship 
United States an American built ship taken from the Congress and 
now belonging to Mrs. Hayley who is going thither with a view to 
reside there for a year or two with her paramour Young Rotch. 
Arrived at the Falcon inn where we met the passengers. After a short 
abode, walkt out to view this very indifferent built town with my 
friend Smith. Retired to bed at 12 o’clock. 


4. Air mild and damp, now and then drisly. Wind unsteady, chiefly 
at N.E., E. and S.E. Passengers impatient for ship’s arrival here which 
they [blurred] being a large one, and detained by neep tide. Company 
rose too late to [ blurred] and too indifferent to take pains. At Meridian 
Mr. Smith and self took [blurred] to Milton Abbey to see the small 
remains of its ruins. The further part of [blurred] denominated from 
the Abbey which once flourished here. p.m. passed reading mag’s, 
Evening passed with Company as former divided between [blurred]. 
Retired atr1 4. 


s. Air milder, sky concealed by clouds, at Meridian walkt with 3 
of Company to the lookout 144 miles up the river. Discovered no 
signs of ship. Returned with Mr. Samuel Eliot who seems respectfully 
attentive, and at whose request I continued with the company and 
taking leave, entered the stage coach [sitting next] to a man from 
Parsons Green who impertinently communicated to me his being just 
dipt for a bite of a mad dog yesterday. Which after a long parading all 
its circumstances added he had not been bit, to my no small relief, but 
the dog had only kindly lickt his hand. After passing through North 
fleet, Brayford, Dartford, Sheeters[?] hill back of Greenwich park, 
upper part of Greenwich and Deptford and through Redriff, 
alighted at Inn, Borough of Southwark and at 7 o’clock arrived 
at lodgings in Bishopgate street, having been 5 hours in the vehicle 
without alighting. 





6. Air as yesterday and drisly and so continued all day. Meridian 
walkt abroad. This day Poll finished at Guildhall, the 4 former mem- 


bers rechosen. P.M. and Evening at home. 


7. Air as before, sun out. Abroad all a.m. P.M. and evening at home. 
At treasury. 
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§. Wind and weather as before. Passed an hour at Covent Garden 
election. p.m. abroad. Evening at home. Yesterday heard from Mr. 
Allyn at treasury that no payment would be made these two months 
at soonest. I fear the public embarrassments will greatly delay our 4 ly 
payments. p.M. abroad. Evening at home. 


g. This being the day for commemorating our Saviour’s crucifixion 
called Good friday, attended at usual place of worship. Doctor Disney 
preached from “For consider him that endured such [7 word] of 
sinners against himself, least ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” 
After service walkt to Horse Guards; thence returning through 
Covent Garden, found the poll had been continued then for 1¥, 
hour wherein Charles Fox had gained 4 beyond his antagonist. No 
P.M. service in our chappell. Passed remainder of time at home. Read 
a sermon of Blair’s on the [7 word] of his life. 


10. Coldish, drisly, morn and a.m. within. Meridian walk. p.m. at 
New England Coffee House, and after drank tea with Mrs. Deberdt, 
meeting General Reed late from Philadelphia there, who recognized 
me. P.M. and evening same weather continued. Declined Mrs. De- 
berdt’s invitation to pass evening. 


11. Dark, very raw unpleasant air, foul weather appearance. At- 
tended worship at usual place, Mr. Lindsay preached from “J was in 
the spirit on the Lords Day.” In p.m. at same place, Doctor Disney 
preached from a text on the subject forgotten. Came home and all the 
family being out, I soon departed for Salters hall, evening lecture, and 
Mr. Worthington preached from “Wherefore we receiving a king- 
dom, which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may 
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.” Remainder of 
evening at home. 


12. Very cold dark and rainy all day. Denifnoc yb a eka daeh, taerg 
egnach ni eht ruoivaheb fo eht doog sklof fo eht ylimaf morf siht yad, 
eht esuac dnoyeb ym chaer ot mohtaf. Evening as usual, na latnedicca 
mrots noos revo. 


13. Morn clear, air sharp. Meridian very pleasant and mild. Visited 
Mr. Danforth. Eka haeh wena em gnitluassa em dial rednu eht etissecen 
fo home edoba. Passed evening with Company, though incapable of 
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bearing a part, Mrs. B[rand], a visitor of Miss M.R. having spent the 
day with us. Retired to rest at 12 o'clock. 


14. Dull hazy morn. Meridian clear and pleasant. Visited Colonel 
Willard at No. 81 Charlotte Street, Portland Place, to enquire about 
government’s offer to convey any refugees inclined to reside in Nova 
Scotia with yearly allowance to be continued as long as if in England. 
Meeting a Mr. Peacock was invited to his house. p.m. rode out to 
Hackney with Mrs. R. who accompanied me. Returned home to tea 
and passed evening in conversation with the Doctor. Air very raw, 


wind Sly. Presented the Doctor with Booth treatise on the power of 
Medicine. 


15. Morn darkish, air still raw. Walkt out early to deliver my letter 
to R. Ward,? into S. Conant’s hands who is bound to Boston. After- 
wards continued my walk till dinner time. Drank tea and passed eve- 
ning and supt at Mr. Mill’s home with him and wife. Staid till near 11 
o'clock. At my arrival found an almost empty house, 3 of the family 
beside myself out on a visit at 3 different places not returned, myself 


being the first. 


16. Milky sky, sun visible, air raw, wind N.Ely. Took an a.m. walk. 
Found at a Mr. Woods Silk Mercer in Chandois street a piece stout 
Padnasog silk, the only one thick and substantial to be met with in 
London. Returning through Covent Garden was told that hitherto on 
this day’s canvas Charles Fox is distanced 17. There remain yet 2 hours 
before closing [the polls? |. His gain afterward proved 3 in his favour, 
his party have no methods unattempted to procure votes, nor is other 
party wanting in dirty work. On a scrutiny there probably will be 
very many rejections. Took a p.m. walk. Passed evening as usual. 


17. Dark dampish morn. Air somewhat milder. a.m. walk. Young 
Farnham called on [me] whilst absent to apologize for his neglect. 


1. Curwen wrote to Richard Ward: “Yesterday I received by F. Cabot junior 
a letter from Mr. W. Vans of 2d January ... which you will please to acquaint him 
with and in my name return him thanks for the trouble he has taken on himself to 
transmit his opinion to me concerning the safety of my return back to Salem, and 
that of my late townsfolks favorable sentiments towards me. I confess it pleases me, 
conscious as I am of never having since my unhappy departure, willingly forfeited 
the good estimation of any American. Mr. Vans urges my immediate return, and 
with goods. Was I assured of credit, which few but ill affected Republicans can here 
obtain, the immense quantity of [ materials? ] sent and now sending off, discourages 
any attempt, unless from you or some friend I could be assured of a certain market 
and a living profit, for I am no adventurer, and now less than ever.” 
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p.M. walk, drank coffee and read papers at Baptist head, Aldermans- 
bury, Evening as usual. 


18. Morn darkish, air still raw, wind Wly. Attended worship at 
usual place. Doctor Priestly preached from “Rejoyce evermore in the 
Lord, again I say, rejoyce.” A most excellent useful discourse. Walkt 
home via Westminster and London bridge meeting young Farnham 
and Mr. R. Clarke. p.m. accompanied by Mr. R. my Landlord, wor- 
shipt at Christ Church Middlesex, in Spitalfields, a very large hand- 
some structure, executed out and within in noble plainer style than 
most of the modern; the congregation for an P.M. auditory numerous, 
especially of well dressed females; the preacher a Mr. Veally, one of 
the two lecturers; his text . After tea walkt forth to attend at 
Mr. Faucets Sunday Eve Lecture in the Old Jury. Finding it over for 
the season, proceeded to Salters hall meeting house where I was enter- 
tained by Doctor Rus resident tutor at Hoxton academy, from “For 
the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have 
believed that I come but from God.” Remainder of evening at home. 


Retired early. 





19. Cold raw air, damp, wind N. Within till p.m., at 5 o’clock walkt 
out. Returned to tea, passed evening as usual. Retired early to lodging- 
room. 


20. Air grown mild, wind S.W. Took an a.m. walk through Picca- 
dilly to Knightsbridge and by Chelsea through the park. Arrived at 


home at 2 o'clock. Passed p.m. at home. 


21. Cloudy, rainy looking sky. Wind S.Wly. Within all a.m. wait- 
ing for Mr. Gilbert. At 4 o’clock walkt out over London bridge and 
across Westminster through Tuttle street and entering the Park at 
Bird Cage walk continued my walk over Constitution hill through 
Hide park and returned the whole length of Oxford road, striking off 
into street between the last mentioned and strand and at length taking 
a turn into Fleet street at the bottom or Obelisk passed directly home 
through Ludgate street, Hyde Park Churchyard, Cheapside and Corn- 
hill, arriving there just at 9 o’clock, having compleated 10 miles, in 
nearly 5 hours. Midday and p.m. very mild pleasant air, Evening drisle. 


22. Rain threatening sky, air mild. Meridian walk. p.m. within. 
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23. Morn fair. a.m. closed in. Meridian looks like rain. Denifnoc, a 
neddus suovren goj dednetta thiw a yratnemom ssol dan noisufnoc. 


Within all day. 


24. As yesterday, clearish air and raw. Wind N.Ely. Meridian walkt 
out in order to take the benefit of a short airing to Islington or Hack- 
ney not finding a coach to be had, found both stands empty. Returned 
home and so continued remainder of day. 


25. Air fair and pleasant, though somewhat chilly, wind N.W. 
Attended worship at Great St. [Mary’s] Hall, Parson Toovey the 
Curate preached Bancrofts annual charity sermon to the men and boys 
of his almshouses at Mile End, of which the Drapers Company by his 
will, are the governors, from “Do good and communicate, for with 
such sacrifices God is well pleased.” Dined with the family and Mr. 
and Mrs. Brand at Mr. Herbert Robinson, Mr. R.’s nephew, an Attor- 
ney living in Great Russell Street Bloomsbury, Passed p.m. and eve- 
ning, returning in a coach at 11 o’clock. Id: [cephalalg:? |] deunitnoc 
tot die. 


26. Cloudy morn, drisle at times all day. A Meridian walk, wetted 
with the dew of heaven. Id cephalalg: deunitnoc tot etiam die. P.M. 
walk to St. Leonard, Shoreditch. Ym sevren nia kaew etats llits. 


27. Morn dark rainy appearance, air raw. A great fire happened the 
preceeding night in Holborn, being the 3 or 4th since latter end of last 
January. 


28. Sky as usual overcast in morn. Air milder. At Meridian Mr. 
A calling on me we walkt out together to view the ruins of 
yesterdays fire at castleyard Holborn, 2 houses being destroyed and 
2 damaged, no lives lost. Thence proceeding through Soho to the 
treasury and park, thence homeward per me ipsum. P.M. and evening 
at home. Mrs. Deberdt called with her little dauter Martha, my fav- 
ourite to whom I presented a trifle and kissed. Drank tea and passed 
evening as usual. 





29. Mild morn, sky milky. Took an a.m. walk to Battersea, dined 
at Mr. Codd’s house. Returned via bankside road over Westminster 


Bridge. Stopping in Lambeth Churchyard took the inscription on 
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the Tradescants’ Tombstone lately repaired by subscription, which 
see in page 46 behind.? Proceeded to Coachmakers hall, well filled 
with Company. The question was, which promises most felicity to the 
married state, an unpolished Country girl, or a refined Court bred 
Lady. After a deal of declamation and frequent egaremens from the 
point, was given, as it ought to be, in favour of the former. There were 
3 questions proposed to be considered in their course by the president: 
first wether a cause is forwarded or hindered by Law Council; 2 
wether Charles Fox election to Parliament will of public servants or 
otherwise; 3 forgotten. Returned home a little after 10 o’clock and 
soon returned to my room. 


30. A fine clear warm air. Walkt to Limehouse Church, returned 
by Stepney churchyard, I saw therein a Tomb inclosed within iron 
rails, in form of a coffin said to contain the bones of a wife who was 
buried therein aboveground in compliance with the will of a Testator 
who gave the husband an estate on that condition. He is depicted on a 
glass window as looking out and beholding her Tomb. Returning was 
overtook by an American born woman who was my Companion to 
Bishopgate street. She was well knowing of James Russell at St. 
James, Newfoundland, her husband having worked for him as a 
cooper. P.M., walkt out on a designed visit to Mrs. Deberdt agreeable 
to yesterday’s promise, was told by servant she was not at home, 
wether denyed, or absent through design or otherwise, was in doubt. 


2. This entry affords a good example of the way Curwen used his diary as a sort 
of commonplace book. Page “46 behind” contains four columns: the first and third 
being diary entries and the second and fourth miscellany. The Tradescants’ tomb- 
eae inscription is alongside the diary entries for 14-19 Sept. 1782. The entry reads as 

ollows: 
“Know stranger e’er thou pass, beneath this stone 
Lies John Tradescant, Grandsire, Father, Son. 
The last was in his spring, the other two 
Lived till they had travelled out and nature through 
As by their choice collections may appear. 
Of what is rare in land, in seas, in air: 
Whil’st they (as Homers iliad in a nut) 
A world of wonders in one closet shut. 
These famous antiquarians that had been 
Both gardiners to the Rose and Lilly Queen, 
Transplanted now themselves sleep here, and when 
Angels shall with their trumpets awaken men 
And Fire shall purge the world, these here shall rise 
And change their garden to a Paradise 
Erected 1652 
Repaired by subscription 1773 
Copied from the tombstone in Lambeth Churchyard 
April 29, 1784.” 
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Thence proceeding to New England Coffee House in order to pass 
an hour, was met by Mr. Cox who for the first time asked me to his 
house to tea with young Smith which I accepted. After entering the 
Coffee House for a letter from G.R. of Birmingham, passed an hour 
with him, his father in law and Mr. Jackson of Newbury Port. Thence 
homeward and at 10 o’clock retired. 


1, May 1784. Air somewhat rawish. Milky sky, wind Nly. A merid- 
ian walk to Tower hill, Billingsgate and by the Quays. Returned to 
dinner. Je me porte mal. p.m. at New England Coffee House reading 
newspapers, thence took a long stretch to City road, calling on my 
way at Birch my shoemaker’s for 2 pair shoes. Continued through 
road to Shoreditch church, through Holywell street, Norton Falgate, 
Bishopgate street without and so on homeward at which I arrived after 
8 o'clock. 


2. Clear air and fresh wind Nly. Attended service at Limehouse 
Church. Doctor Watson, Bishop of Landaff preached a most excellent 
charity sermon to a crouded assembly, text 1s “He that lendeth to the 
poor lendeth to the Lord.” Bidding prayer was long, catholic and 
charmingly delivered. Concluding sentence was “Now to the King 
eternal imortal and invisible, the only wise God &c.,” instead of the 
usual one, to the sermon “now to God the Father, God the Son and 
God the Holy Ghost &c.,” by which he designedly avoided the trini- 
tarian absurdity. I observed in the sermon he used the word Sabbath 
in place of Sunday so carefully used by thorough paced churchmen 
by way of distinction. His communication is loud, serious and manly; 
his person being robust and tall. After service walkt down through 
Poplar to Blackwell dining at the Plow on the banks of the river, and 
returning stopt and worshipt at the Chappell at Poplar. The curate 
preacht from “How long shall the wicked doers speak disdainfully, 
and make such proud boastings.” From thence instead of returning 
home stopt at Salters hill lecture and heard Doctor Riis preach from 
“Ye are the light of the world.” Returning home via Broad and 
Bishopgate street arriving just before 8 o'clock. 


3. Fair clear air at N. Attended the [scrutiny? | in Alderman’s room 
Guildhall between Sawbridge and Atkinson, a case decided in favour 
of an Act of Parliament against City right of Alderman’s consent to 
the removal of a livery man from one company to another without 
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which twas asserted he was disqualified to vote for a member of par- 
liament even though of the livery and [free? |. p.m. walkt with Mr. 
Robertson to the Grove house Camberwell, a noted house of resort 
for people of leisure for tea, punch &c., having a bowling green and 
pleasant walk through a long row of trees, a pleasant flower and 
kitchen garden; in the house a very large handsome assembly room, 
which this p.m. was filled, being assembly day. After an hour’s 
abode, returned back via Peckham and arrived at 8 o’clock. 


4. A fine clear air, wind fresh and at N. Took an a.m. walk; in p.m. 
met Mr. Danforth at my door just as I was going out, returned back 
and after 4% hour agreed with him to go to Mrs. Hay’s which after a 
circuits ramble we did; finding both at home we staid and drank tea. 
Arrived at 8 o’clock and passed evening as usual, the important point 
of Miss R.’s departure for tomorrow night ball being settled in which 
I interfered wether with or without effect I have not. 


s. Fair, clear air and mild wind S.Wly. Attended for 2 hours at the 
Westminster election in Covent Garden, Charles Fox still gaining 
ground. Returned home at 2 o’clock. Passed p.m. and drank tea there. 


6. Fine serene clear air, wind at W.S., very soft. Walkt up to West- 
minster Abbey, had a gratis view of Lord Chatham’s new found 
monument, no spectators being in the way. Stopt, returning, at Covent 
Garden, spectators uncommonly quiet, voting almost over, very few 
appearances at the hustings; just enough to keep the farce up. Even as 
usual.? 


7. Fair serene air. A.M. walkt to Westminster, at the Election in 
Covent Garden, mob very quiet. Few voters appeared, almost none, 
politically kept up to prevent a [scrutiny?] taking place too early. 
p.M. and evening at home, all family out except Sally and self. Evening 
in my room. 


1. To John Timmins, Curwen wrote: “After many resolves, unresolved, and 
reresolved backwards and forwards more than twice I have at length arrived to a 
final resolve to attempt to embark for America in the course of the following sum- 
mer or autumn. In this case I may judge it prudent to take my plate along with me, 
first settling the ballance [I owe] to you, an account of which I am to request you to 
forward to me when convenient, being however in no hurry for it. The disagreeing 
relations in respect to political and civil conditions of the late colonies has kept me 
wavering till lately . . . Almost, if not all the trade in America seems to be in the 
hands of those Republicans whose capitals have grown out of english prizes. In all 
the late letters received from Salem I have strong invitations and assurances of a 
cordial reception from my townsmen.” 
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8. Same as yesterday. Walked over to Redriff, called at Capt. C. late 
lodgings, returned by dinner time. Left a note at Mr. Hay’s for Mr. 
Farnham who soon after my return called on me and seemed un- 
pleased at my plan which I decline to give up. p.m. walkt with Land- 
lord Mr. R. to an ale house in Wapping to drink a bottle of Scotch ale 
which he treated me with. Returned home to tea. Evening as usual. 


g. Very fine spring like air, uncommonly so all day. Attended wor- 
ship at usual place. Mr. Lindsay preached from, “My little children, 
these things write I unto you, that ye sin not, and if any man sin, 
ae have an advocate with the father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and 
he is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for 
the sins of the whole world.” In going was met by a Mr. Porter from 
Massachusetts who recognized me, unknowing him even at the last. 
After service proceeded to Mr. Danforth’s lodgings to take him as 
per agreement to Kensington, where Mr. [Satwych? | soon after our 
arrival entered, who also recognized me, though to me unknown till 
called by name, on which we entered into a short conversation, and 
taking leave separated, Mr. D. and self for Kensington Garden. After 
a few times adjourned to Adam and Eve ordinary, large Company, 
scanty dinner of boiled beef for which paid 18d and departed. Mr. 
Samuel Porter and young Farnham entered, but declining to join us 
they, though our intended Companions, retired to a private room and 
dined by themselves. Ours finished we joined them and inviting to 
meet us in the gardens, to which we went, finding the walk excessively 
crouded, among others 3 Frenchmen viz., Duke of Chartres the 
French King’s brother and 2 more French noblemen, passing 2 hours 
there without a further sight of our countrymen who had engaged us 
their company. The walks being thinned, we departed, passing 
through Hyde Park to St. James, where we abode 2 hours more. Mr. 
D. joyning some new Companions I proceeded homeward via horse- 
guards to correct my watch, and in the strand was addressed by a 3d 
person this Day who after information I found was young Nelson 
from Exeter. After a hearty salutation on both sides, and a few ques- 
tions, we took leave wishing each other well and at 8 o’clock I arrived 
home, enough fatigued, having walkt at least 12 miles since morning 
services. 


10. Fine clear air, very mild and pleasant. Wind Sly. At Meridian 
Mr. Bartlet from Salem called and put into my hands 2 letters from my 
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friend Mr. Pynchon, one inclosing the invoice or list of the reliques 
of more than 1600 £ sterling left of my trading stock, now a poor 
pittance truly! After a p.m. circumambulation strole returned and 
passed evening as usual at home. 


11. Morn dark and cloudy. A.M. rainy, P.M. cool air. Wrote an an- 
swer to Mr. Pynchon’s late received letters,” and took it to Coffee 
House to no purpose finding no encouragement to leave it. At Me- 
ridian saw John Sparhawk from New England for the first time. 
Informed a 2d time of a young Captain Ingersoll’s wish to see me. 
p.M. at New England Coffee House reading newspapers. 


12, Air clearish and cool, wind fresh N.W. a.m. walk up to horse- 
guards, thence home by Covent Garden, where the voters were very 
few and the acclamation and hisses faint, the mob being well nigh 
tired of their attendance, this being in the 7th week. Dined and drank 
tea at Mr. Hughes being invited in my meridian visit. Departed at 
7 o'clock for S.S. new North street to do Mr. Hughes a piece service 
which I executed. Evening at home where I received a very rude 
address from the Landlady, or Mistress of the house.® 


2. Curwen’s letter to William Pynchon, dated 9 May, read, in part: “My design 
being to continue in England till mid-autumn at the shortest, if the Social Library 
proprietors shall judge me likely to serve their interest in the purchase of books no 
exertion shall be wanting within my power to do them justice, or indeed any one 
else. Respecting Mr. Haskett Derby’s library, if they were sent through a Merchant 
or shipper, or on the common terms, probably an addition was made to the Book- 
sellers price, for it is a settled practice here to put 5 to 3 percent and more on goods 
sent abroad on [credit?] . . . There is, perhaps, one circumstance relating to books 
which you may be unacquainted with. The first Edition, and a few subsequent ones, 
if a book of character and of quick sale, bears a high price till the run is over or 
abated. Besides the modish outside dress, emblematic of the age, taste of, not a little 
enhances the price. Second hand books, and out of the tonish line may with ease be 
generally bought comparatively reasonable. Books of amusement, and the beauties 
of modern writers are in common estimation and sell dear .. . Your mention of young 
Mr. Daniel Oliver is sufficient to recommend him to my respect and notice, if he shall 
see fit to desire it, without which ’tis not likely I may see him, being rarely in the way 
of the Americans. If you ask the reason, I have foresaken the New England Coffee 
House, am grown old, curiosity flags, the transatlantics all young and unknown to 
me, I have no spirit or wish [to] form new connections, and finally to whisper a 
secret in your ear their manners and language unpleasing to me. The easy Credit 
obtained here is astonishing, and characterises truly this nation, who are credulous, 
generous, unsuspecting, and wealthy beyond belief. If great mutual complaints and 
sufferings dont follow the immense indiscriminate exports to America, I shall be, as 
common with me, very much out in my reckoning.” He warned of dangers from 
further relations with France, adding: “I hope your people will have more wisdom 
than to permit an Aristocratic spirit to take place among you; for of all civil oppres- 
sions that is the most intolerable.” 

3. A brief note to Richard Ward (much crossed out) to forget about the inventory 
in view of his imminent return to America. 
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13. Morn coolish. a.m. and Meridian clear, fair and very agreeable 
air, wind N.Wly. Early abroad, enquired of my large trunk at Mr. 
Honiston’s and found it safe and for ought that appears as I left it. 
Meridian at New England Coffee House where were 9 of my 
Countrymen with whom engaged in a dispute about the roads in 
America and England which as a comparison they afirmed was equal 
to the roads here, that nothing but the blindest partiality could dictate, 
and that the cultivation in Connecticut on the river and about Boston 
was equal to any to be found in England which manifests their ig- 
norance and prejudice. The 2 Countrys admit not a comparison so 
much does this exceed that. Saw Captain Folger for the first time 
whom I have known 10 years ago and also afterwards Captain Inger- 
soll from Salem. Wrote a letter to my wife, took back that to Mr. 
Vans which with one to Mr. Pynchon designing to make a packet. 


14. Air darkish and damp. Wrote 2 letters, viz., one to Mr. George 
Russell of Birmingham and the other to Mr. Timmins at Woolver- 
hampton about my plate.* Meridian walkt with Mr. Bartlet who called 
on me, to new St. Lukes old street, thence through Goswell street 
to Charter house; from the youngster in the playground we learned 
that there are 148 students of which 40 were on the foundation, dis- 
tinguished from the rest by black gowns and caps. Evening, accom- 
panied by Mr. B[artlet] I went to Sadlers Wells house crouded, boxes 
filled with genteel company, diversion Landlord Outwitted; the 
Medley. Dancing Doggs in great variety, dancing with singing, among 
other the Sailors happy return; rope dancing, the [7 word] socalled 
performed to admiration; lastly the Tumbling, leaping &c. all per- 
formed to the universal approbation of the Spectators expressed by 
way of approbation. Returned back via St. John Street, taking leave 
of my partner in Cheapside in the hands of a young comely female 
who just at our parting asked for directions in the way he was going, 
to whom I recommended her. Arrived at lodgings at 11 o’clock. 


4. To Timmins, Curwen wrote again (under date of 13 May) to pack up his 
plate and send it on as he intended to return it to America on the “T’recothick, Capt. 
Elder.” At the same time he wrote to George Russell at Birmingham saying that he 
had examined his account with Russell “and for ought I see it is right,” and that he 
had “determined, once more, reluctantly enough, I assure you, to trust the faithless 
waves and in truth nothing but duty could at this late hour of life force my consent 
to abandon safety for danger ... I am in the state of that Philosopher who once said, 
pardon the seeming vanity in using his expression not by way of application, but 
accomodation only, the whole world is every wise man’s home.” 
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15. Milky sky, mild warm air. Within all a.m. Brown wig brought 
home altered by Barber. A meridian walk of an hour and half to Beth- 
nal green, thence to lodgings via Milend. Air close and warm. P.M. 
walkt to Mr. Priddens fleet street whose wife’s petulance and pouting 
having displeased me by causelessly condemning all Americans with- 
out exception as a sett of lazy, proud, dishonest folks to whom she 
coupled the Scotch. For what reasons her wrath has arisen against 
them is unknown and untold. Returning homewards took Mr. Bartlet 
along with me to tea, thence to some Bookseller to purchase plays for 
Mr. P[ynchon] of Salem and two books for Mr. W[{illegible| in 
which succeeded beyond expectation. Thence home, passing evening 
as usual. Mr. B. at tea presented me with a medal struck in Philadelphia, 
in a round Compartment stand U.S. 5 1783, round Libertas and 
Justitia; on the other side in the Center an Eye surrounded by a glory, 
the whole encompassed by 73 starrs, the Legend Nova Constellatio. 


16. Milk sky, soft air. After a strole into St. Ethelburg and St. Bo- 
tolph I returned and worshipt at Great St. Hellens, the Curate Trovey 
read the liturgy, Parson Locker of St. Davids on Davids hill Exeter 
preached from “Seeing then all these things shall be dissolved.” After 
service walkt to and round tower on ramparts, thence to St. Mar- 
garets hill, Southwark, thence home, where I found the 2 persons who 
dined with us. p.m. at usual place, Doctor Disney preached, a drowsy 
fit having lockt up my senses during sermon. After service walkt to 
Horseguards, thence down to Grays inn gardens, my time being em- 
ployed in political chat with a Companion whom I found on a field 
seat which we held as long as my continuance in the garden. Thence 
home. Evening as usual. Arriving at the bottom of fish street hill op- 
posite St. Margarets Church I beheld to my astonishment 6 or 8 men 
working hard in laying in pavement, some being employed in taking 
up the old, others new laying what had been removed permitting for 
this open breach of peace of Sunday by supposing as this spot is of 
great resort and throng of carts and carriages, part being removed 
twas thought of importance to the public to dispatch the work as quick 
as might be to incomode as little as possible. 


17. Fine clear sky, and blue, sun warm, and very pleasant. Early 
walk to Field. Lane to engage a bookbinder within the libertys to bind 
Mr. Bf[artlet’s| beautiful [volume?] of modern authors of which he 
has bought 9 volumes at Keaserly’s, thence to Whaldons, thence to his 
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lodgings which to my surprise he had left for the day. Thence to 
Covent Gardens where I abode an hour, amidst very numerous 
throngs, this being the last day of polling and Fox to be chaired. ’Tis 
feared great riots and distruction will be the consequence. The foot 
guards and a squadron of horse are ordered to hold themselves in 
readiness and approach within a callable distance on the first appear- 
ance of riotous intentions to discharge which will be mercy in the up- 
shot. Received for a 2d time from my freespeaking Landlady a fools 
bolt but being determined if possible to avoid taking offense, shall 
overlook it and avoid further occasion. 


TOURNAT: NO. 1 1 
S. CURWEN’S 
BEGAN MAY IN LONDON 1784 


P.M. walk to Covent Garden now emptied, the company gone to at- 
tend Mr. Fox’s procession, the Hustings removed, and all the stands 
taken down and carried off. Proceeded thence to Charing Cross, 
which to my surprize, I found crouded, the procession then just 
begun, to march by from Westminster Hall or New Palace Yard, and 
in the following order; the officers of each parish distinct with their 
peculiar standard attending, with them marching before or in the 
center I remember not, 2 and 2, white wands in their hands and bands 
of music next followed, in the same manner Gentlemen on horseback, 
then others on foot in same order as those before, in the rear of which 
was Mr. Byng whose approach was announced by “Byng and Fox 
forever!”’ Next followed a few horsemen, then Mr. Fox, mounted on 
a lofty chair [and a wand? | interwoven a laurel bower almost encom- 
passing him, soon after appeared a lofty white silk banner with this 
inscription “Sacred to Female Patriotism;” twas immediately followed 
by the Dutchesses of Devonshire and Portland in their coaches, round 
which were laurel festoons, drawn by 6 horses each; the whole con- 
cluded with about 20 or 30 private carriages, an innumerable croud 
attended with vociferous acclamations, but no riot or mobbing, gov- 
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ernment having wisely provided the horse and foot to appear in a mo- 
ment’s warning, probably discouraged the ill disposed. Evening as 
usual. Received Mr. B[artlet]’s invitation to breakfast tomorrow 
morn. 


18. A very fine clear blue sky, warm pleasing air. Agreeable to last 
evening’s invitation, walkt out and breakfasted with Mr. B. at London 
Coffee House, Ludgate hill. After calling at Mr. Gilbert Harrison’s, 
No. 4 College hill in order to see Mr. Timmins whom I had a few days 
since heard of now being in London, but where I was told not 
[blurred|, with him therefore leaving no directions, proceeded to 
Doctors Commons and attended the Admiralty Court before Judge 
D[illegible| Marriot. The Cause was between a Mr. Elias Lindo a 
London Jew Merchant and Sir George B. Rodney and General 
Vaughan for confiscation and sale of the demandants effects when 
St. Eustatius was taken by them in February 1780 to the amount of 
5000 £ sterling. p.m. took a circuits ramble through City road to 
Angels Inn Islington, thence in the Marybone to Tottenham Court 
road; my first stage being Whitfields Chappel, which finding open, I 
entered among a croud of halt, maimed, blind and lame. The preacher 
whose name was Wilkes vociferated, many of the hearers groaned. 
After 2 hours detainment I departed, and passing through Leicester 
Square to St. James Park, reached the horse guards. Thence to lodg- 
ings via Strand at g o’clock finishing a length of 7 miles in 4 hours. 


Wind N. and thereabouts all day. 


19. Air somewhat chilly and damp, sky of a rainy appearance. At 
Meridian Capt. Coombes unexpectedly called on me being 2 or 3 days 
since arrived. He brought 200 very fine oranges from Lisbon. Walkt 
with him to the treasury which to my no small comfort I found were 
to begin our %4ly payments next Saturday. Sun in midday and after 
extreamly hot. p.m. short walk. 


20. Fine clear, warm air, wind NWly. In an a.m. roundabout 
ramble, called on Mr. Timmins by whom I am informed my plate is 
sent from Woolverhampton and is to be here by next Wednesday. 
Received a 2d letter from the same advising of the same thing. Mr. R. 
and the 2 dauters absent, Mrs. R. and myself were the only persons of 
the family at table. p.m. Parson Walter and Mr. Danforth visited me, 
the latter drank tea after, walkt on an errand to Buckingham street, 
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Strand. Evening as usual. The whole of this day remarkably soft fine 
air. 


21. Morn as yesterday. Called, as desired, on Mr. Deberdt, who 
being engaged, I did not see. Visited by Capt. Ingersoll from Salem 
from whom I have heard more particulars relating to the present state 
of the town and its inhabitants than I have heard for many years. P.M. 
and Evening at home. Lent Mr. B. as desired [1 word] 4% guineas.° 


22. Very fine, warm, clear air continued. Attended at treasury and 
after 4 hours waiting received my ly allowance. Returning stopt 
at Mr. Woods Chandos street and bought 2 yards black padnasey for 
a pair small clothes, and at a Hosiers breaking up shop 3 pair white 
silk hose, a penny worth. Meeting Mr. B. in Cheapside he asked my 
assistance and direction in procuring new lodgings which on his arrival 
at my house after dinner I complied with, leaving it to his choice of 2 
familys in Furnival’s Inn Court I conducted him to, Thence accom- 
panied him to Red lion, Bloomsbury and Bedford squares successively 
at his desire, having never before seen them. Returned to Holborn and 
entering Furnivals Inn Coffee House, he treated me with a glass of 
Capillaise and a reading of the Newspapers. Thence homeward, sep- 
arating in Cheapside. Evening at home as usual. 


23. Morn fair and very fine. At meridian extreamly hot. Attended 
at usual place, Mr. Lindsay preached from “Disquiet not yourselves, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known unto God.” Chappell extreamly 
crouded. Passed p.m. at home with company. Evening at Salters Hall 


5. Curwen’s letter this day to Mr. Vans is revealing of his sentiments at this junc- 
ture: “Your favour of 2d January was I acknowledge, unexpected, but no surprize 
though at this late day. The difference of your sentiments from me and my mistaken 
friends needed not to have caused the destruction of your former letter! For how 
wide soever our political notions have been, or perhaps now are, your letter, I dare say, 
conceived in purity of intention, and brought forth in decency of expression, could 
not failed to have proved informative and [7 word], and on that score a welcome 
present, besides I sit in judgment on no man: wishing for candor towards myself, I 
think it my duty to promote it in my turn to all, referring it to God alone to ap- 
prove or condemn, who has the alone right, and to knaves and fools, who have none, 
to inforce that right. The doubts that have hitherto discouraged my attempting 
again to trust the faithless waves are derived from more than one source. However 
wanting in respect the appelation, I had rather be accounted a timid friend, a light 
you say I am viewed in, rather than an enemy, a reproach I am not conscious to have 
deserved. Your report of the returned penitents to their former habitations strength- 
ens my belief of an equal Lenity towards myself, should I ever be in a condition to 
stand in need of such Lenity.” 
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Meeting House, Mr. Worthington preached, text and subject for- 
gotten. A.M. continues extreamly sultry. Company in dining room, 
retired before they entered, having a very severe head ach and to bed 
between 9 and 10 o'clock. Frequent flashes of lightning unaccom- 
panied with thunder, following night very close and sultry.° 


24. Early, 2 claps of thunder, low and of short duration, frequent 
flashes of lightning, faint. Air continues close and sultry. A.M. walkt to 
No. 4 College Hill to take a letter to Mrs. T. for conveyance to her 
husband at Woolverhampton. After to the Hosiers on Ludgate hill. 
Picked out 6 pair white cotton stockins intended for my wife and 
2 pair mottled ribbed silk ditto for self. p.m. walkt through St. George 
Street and over Westminster bridge. This day exchanged my winter 
thick shirts for summer Linnen, wish it may not produce the too 
frequent effect, a cold. Returned home at 6 o’clock, drank tea. Re- 
ceived from Captain Coombes a handsome present of 2 bottles 
Carcovilla wine, 6 fine oranges, 6 lemons, and 6 fine sweet potatoes. 
Cooked one of the latter, of which none of the family would vouch- 
safe to taste, except the dauter to whom it proved distasteful. 


25. Fine clear warm and pleasant air. Put a packet containing letters 
to W. Pynchon Esq., Mr. Vans and my wife, into Bag of Ship 
Trecothick bound to Boston. Called on Mr. Deberdt for the key of 
store wherein lays my great trunk in order to repack and send off to 
New England, designing to address to the care of Mr. of 
Boston under the seal of secrecy. Dined on tainted beef. p.m. walkt to 
Strand, remainder and Evening in room per me ipsum. 





26. Morn cloudy and drisly, air somewhat coolish. Walkt out to 
receive my household plate from Sheppard and Bills store, to which 
it is consigned by Mr. Timmins from Woolverhampton, whither, at 
my request, he took it with his own on removing thither. Being now 
determined within a short time, to embark for America, propose to 
forward my large chest stowed with needless movables to address to 
care of Mr. at Boston under the seal of secrecy, determined if 
possible to conceal the knowledge of my private measure from all the 
World unless those who must be entrusted with it. Having waited for 
the return of the Porter before dinner to no purpose, deferred tll 
afterwards finding him at home put the box on his shoulders and ac- 





6. To Timmins a brief note acknowledging gratefully the receipt of his plate. 
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companied him to my lodgings. It is the first time I had been in posses- 
sion of it having seen it but a few minutes once before since my parting 
with it ro years ago, to be lodged at Boston as a place of safety. 
Meridian and p.m. warm. Passed evening tll 10 o’clock at New 
England Coffee House in conversation with Mr. Goreham of Charles- 
town, New England. 


27. Neglected. 


28. Morn cold air, cloudy. Meridian cleared and fine, warm. Walkt 
to Horseguards &c. After return visited Mr. Hughes. p.m. at home. 
Evening at New England Coffee House, met there Capt. Patterson, 
Hodges,’ young Ward and Pickman all from Salem whom I [had] 


not before seen, also Captain Ingersoll. 


29. ——— 


30. Dark cloudy morn, air warm. Mr. Goreham called and accom- 
panied me to our chappell. Mr. Lindsay preached from “And when he 
had sent the multitudes away he went up into a mountain apart to 
pray, and when the evening was come he was there alone.” Passed 
P.M. and evening at home with the Doctor and Mr. William Robertson 
his Brother, my Landlord’s 2 nephews. Mrs. R. confined by illness in 
bed all day. 


31. Air mild, dark and a.m. rainy, say drisly. At home. p.m. walkt 
out Passed evening alone in my room. Company below. 


1, June. Morn rainy, and continued till Meridian, within. p.m. 
walkt abroad and about tll past 8 o’clock mild air, clear and pleasant. 
Attended at a burial in Bunhill burying ground, a Mr. Smith of Com- 
berwell officiated at depositing the corps in the vault, beginning by an 
address to the relatives and bystanders of 20 minutes, adding a prayer 
of half that duration and concluded with the usual blessing. 


2. Fair, fine morn, air warm and mild. Walkt to Mr. Watkins my 
hosier, Mr. Rogers in Fleet Street my waistcoat shop man and Mr. 
Gilbert my Taylor in Buckingham street Strand, with a pattern of 

7. Presumably Capt. Benjamin Hodges of Salem (1754-1806), successful merchant 


and shipmaster, long president of the East India Marine Society. He was a pioneer in 
the China trade, importing to Salem the first cargo of tea that paid duty from Canton. 
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Marseilles yellow striped for a waistcoat. Thence proceeded to Mr. 
Danforth’s lodgings who not being at home, I returned and left my 
mourning ring for my Brother to be repaired as Mr. Barnes in Cov- 
entry street the seal engraver expressed himself and in my way down 
further stopt in at a Mr. Keate’s Jeweller, to set a small stone in my 
knee buckle, which on recognizing me to have visited Mr. I. Smith a 
former lodger he offered to oblige me gratis. I thankfully accepted 
and left my buckle, resting a short space in the Change. Departed and 
arrived at home half past 1 o’clock. p.m. walkt out to Walker the 
Barber’s, thence to Capt. Ingersoll’s lodgings, Cloak lane, whom I did 
not find, being out. Air chilly, prevented another sortie. Evening at 
home, supt this night as the last on potted chard, taken in the Winan- 
der Meer in Westmoreland, and sent as a present to our family from 
thence. 


3. Air dry, sky cloudy and coldish. Meridian milder. p.m. brisk 
wind. Being called by Mr. Robert Pitman I walked to his lodging at 
Islington, drank a most excellent dish of tea and coffee, passed till 10 
o'clock and supt on the finest asparagus, large and well tasted. He 
accompanied me as far as St. Martin le grand in my way home, though 
requested otherwise. The evening delightfully pleasant. 


4. A most delightful clear pleasing air. Walkt early abroad and shopt 
a few things for at a linnen drapers named Prior in our street. 
After breakfast out from the other end of town. Called at Mr. Keates 
and received my buckle he had set for me gratis and thanked him. 
Next at my taylors, thence to Mr. Barnes the Engraver in Coventry 
street, received my ring &c., paid 4 more than agreed for, the work- 
man demanded, he said, the sum he now asked. Thence forward home 
being overtaken by Mr. G. whom I parted from in Cheapside to en- 
quire after tea of same excellent quality tasted yesterday p.m. Found 
it ata Mr. Carne’s in great Trinity street, of whom I bought 4% pound 
for trial. p.m. long walk per me ipsum. Returned through crouds 
assembled at different streets to stare at illuminations, it being the 


evening of the King’s birthday, a great Gala day at Court. 





s. Fine, clear, warm and pleasant day. Agreeable to my promise to 
Capt. Coombes, having first engaged his Vessell’s berth, I walkt to 
Pickled Herring stairs and taking Scullers reconoitered the river to 
find out his vessel and after more than 4 hours labour in vain search 
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landed at Blarkey, leaving him to dine by himself a 2d time, my first 
engagement slipt my memory, and dined at home. At 4 o’clock he 
called on me and drank tea with Company below. p.m. walkt out and 
separated at the Bridge. Passed evening as usual, drinking customary 
toasts with family. 


6. Air mild, overcast sky, a rain threatening appearance. a.M. drisly 
and at Meridian rainy. Within till near 6 o’clock. Attended at Salters 
Hall Meeting House, a Mr. Castor preached from 22 and 23 verses, 
20 Chapter Acts, “And now behold, I go bound in the Spirit unto 
Jerusalem @&c.” Passed evening as usual. 


7. Overcast sky and foggy, air mild, wind E. At Meridian walkt to 
exchange a pair stockins for 4 dozen coarse white cotton. Bespeak 
2 pair shoes at Caspers, and enquire about Taylors disappointment on 
[7 word]. 


8. Meridian, William Browne, late arrived from Gibralter where 
he has served during the Seige, son of Col., now Gov. Browne of 
Bermudas, my wife’s foster son and great favorite, called on me after 
an interval of 6 years. He appears intelligent and his manners much 
refined. After an absence of an hour to go to dinner, he returned, 
drank tea, and passed Evening tll 11 o’clock. Morn paid linnen draper 
for sundrys for my wife. From a 2d received an allowance on a shawl 
his servant had overreached me. Delivered sundrys to Taylor for a 
Coat and a pair breeches. Called at Mr. B. lodgings, having luckily 
reconnoitered them to attempt to receive the loan of 3 weeks standing 
to have been discharged in 3 days. His absence disappointed me.’ 


g. Early shower, morn cloudy, a drisle, flying clouds and here and 
there a patch of the sky, fine air, wind Sly. a.m. walk. Short p.m. ditto. 
Bought 4 pairs summer gloves. On Change with 4 or 5 young Towns- 
men. Evening as usual. The young Browne above mentioned has been 
returned 6 months, since informed. 


10. Damp, cloudy, darkish morn. Examined and unpacked my 
large trunk, as I design it shall go on board the ship for America. Em- 
ployed 2 hours at Meridian on Change and at New England Coffee 


1. To the Hon. James Russell at “Lincoln New England,” Curwen wrote grate- 
fully acknowledging, if a little cryptically, a letter relating to Charles Russell’s affairs. 
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House. On former saw my friend B. after 3 weeks disappearance. 
Visited Mr. Deberdt. p.m. went ashopping to a silk mercers in Spital- 
fields. Thereafter a walk towards Shoreditch. Drank tea and passed 
Evening as usual. 


11. Same damp darkish sky as yesterday &c. In vain applied for the 
payment of loan but had fair promises. P.M. walkt up to my ‘Towns- 
man S.P.’s lodgings, Kensington, through the gardens. Saw very few. 
Staid with him an hour. There seems no inclination in him, or any 
refugees to return back, fed, I presume, with delusive hopes of a 
compensation, or rather deluding themselves with ungrounded expec- 
tations founded only on their own vain wishes and desires of Court 
compassion which may be justly added to Lord Rochester’s list of 
ideal nothings. Evening as usual. 


12, Pleasant and mild morn. Sun in and out. Memo: promises of re- 
payment unfulfilled. Trust hereafter no American. Unpunctuality 1s 
eminent among many other of their vices. After a walk through the 
Borough so far as fishmongers hall, I turned my steps to Horsely down 
swinging chain where the Brig Minerva lyes on board of which I 
dined and drank tea with Capt. Coombes, crossing the river at Irongate 
on my return home. Evening as usual. 


13. Morn, as common, cloudy, darkish, light scud, fresh air, wind 
at N.E. Attended at usual place, Doctor Disney preached from “Be 
not overcome of Evil, but overcome Evil with good.” Walkt up to 
Clayton with Mr. R. and dauter to Mr. and Mrs. Coopers house to 
dine, by invitation, and drank tea, between which Mr. R. and myself 
took a strole to Lea bridge. Entertained for 4% hour in Mr. Vose’s 
garden taking a view of his herb greenhouses and exotic plants &c., 
and arrived at home, the Ladies being gone before. With them at 9 
o'clock. 


14. Watry clouds, air moist. a.m. walk. Drisle prevented my con- 
tinuing abroad in p.m. Had a tete a tete with Mr. B. whom I met at 
New England Coffee House and received the loan after sundry un- 
performed promises. Drank tea per me ipsum, family being before- 
hand. 


15. Dull cloudy morn. a.m. rainy. Within all day repacking my 
two trunks, No. 1 and 2. Treated family with a dish of coffee. Eve- 
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ning as usual. This day formed a new and I hope last inventory in 


England of all my effects. 


16. Fine, fair warm air, bright sun, wind fresh at S.W. Took an a.m. 
walk round St. James Park; sitting on a seat entered into an 4 hours 
tete a tete with a conversible sensible gentleman, leaving a pleasing im- 
pression on my mind, such instances rarely happening, English gentle- 
men being proud, reserved and shy to strangers. p.m. walkt to New 
England Coffee House. Put a letter into Captain Trecothicks bag, 
addressed to my wife, in order to prepare her for my reception, should 
it be my lot to revisit my native country and Town which in truth I 
shall undertake with reluctance enough.” Passed evening as usual. 


17. Mild air but fresh, wind Wly. now and then a drisle. Walkt to a 
mercer in Spitalfields named Rich and bought 2 gowns for my wife, 
one a silk, the other a [7 word] ditto and worsted. Both cost 85/. P.M. 
walkt up to Strand and bought 3 fans for ditto, cost 12/. Capt. 
Coombes called and drank tea with me, after walkt with him through 
Spitalfields, he never having been there before. Accompanied him in 
his way to ship as far as the borough. Evening passed alone in my 
room, declining to go down to supper. 


18. Mild pleasant air, wind at Wly. Early a.m. walk. After to fan 
shop to exchange a fan for one better. Proceeded to Westminster Hill. 
Attended all the Courts in succession, to my small profit, hearing being 
too imperfect amidst the buzz to hear with distinctness the Councel. 
Dined at home, very indifferently. Thence departed in search of my 
specs which I had carefully laid down on the counter of the fan shop. 
Returned back by 7 o’clock fatigued. Bought at the great grocer’s in 
Cheapside ¥, lb. Gnamorin plums 1/. Evening without supper. 


19. Mild air, sky cloudy, wind Wly. At 1 o’clock the Funeral pro- 
cession of Sheriff Sir Barnard Turner passed through Bishopgate street 
amidst great crouds, though much lessened by the delay which the 
populace mistook for its being laid aside. The body had been arrested 
after it was put into the hearse in the street for a considerable debt; 
and afterwards compromised on whose or what account is variously 

2. A letter dated “London the 16 June 1784” next appears in the letter book, two 
pages long, all crossed out except the following detached words: “. . . I judge it 
proper ... all my friends and acquaintances . . . Indulged desires ... require... 


supply ...I dare say ... well placed . . . understood and applied ... practice... 
Richard Ward, per the Trecothick, Capt. Elder.” 
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reported. It passed by about 1 o’clock; the hearse was preceeded by 2 
lines in single file of the Artillery and Association, headed by an officer 
and 5 privates abreast or in one rank their firelocks reversed, marching 
in a solemn slow pace, muffled drums beating the dead march, trumpets 
sounding a grave mournful tune, and other instruments in slow time 
playing the 104 psalm tune. The hearse was adorned with the largest 
most flowing plumes of ostrich feathers, just before which was lead 
the horse of the deceased, his back afore and behind the saddle dressed 
with black furniture, was covered with a skin of black and white 
thickly haired, and on the saddle was laid the hat, sword and scabbard, 
crossed, and boots reversed mounted with spurrs, all supposed to be 
the same the deceased had on at the time of his unfortunate death 
occasioned by the horse forcing him roughly against the pole of a 
chaize which broke his leg and this to his being intoxicated, this day 
week and on the same road the body was now conveyed to his inter- 
ment. A smaller detachment of the foresaid artillery and association 
Companys followed the Carriage of the deceased and that of his 
Brother Sheriffs, after which the whole closed by the carriage drawn 
by 2 pair horses each supposed to be for the conveyance of a part of 
the military who were appointed to proceed to Tottenham about 9 
miles from London; they being thought to be empty as they passed. 
The whole was solemn, affecting and pompous. The front of our two 
dining rooms was more lined than since the present tenants residence, 
or I believe will probably soon be again. 

P.M. took a long solitary strole in the Kingsland road as far as the 
Shoreditch Workhouse, thence across to Hoxton, and by Curtain row 
to Moorfields &c. to my lodgings. Drank tea with a female Company. 
Landlady and her dauter out. Evening supt on green pease the first 
tasted this season, though so far advanced as to have been at almost 
every poor mans table in London, so singularly, prudent and unex- 
pensively is our table furnished, the poorest, that for a constancy, I 
ever dined at. This by way of memo: once for all. 


20. Very early, rainy appearance, 3 hours past sol., clouds dispersed 
on a blew sky appeared, quick scud from S.W. Sun now and then out, 
air warm and pleasant. Meridian very clear, mild and agreeable air. 
Attended service at usual place. Mr. Lindsay preached a most excellent 
useful discourse on the advantage of Christianity received and prac- 
tised in its native simplicity, from “Another parable put he forth unto 
them, saying, the kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, 
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which aman took and sowed in his field, which ts indeed the least of all 
seeds, but when it is grown, it is the greatest among the herbs, and 
becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the 
branches thereof.” After dinner walkt to pay Mr. Pitman a promised 
visit, at his lodgings in Islington. After a waiting, reading and sleeping 
for % hour he returned from church to which he accompanied the 2 
ladies of the house. Taking a glass of punch we departed for Hornsey 
Wood and drank tea, returning back on the Kew river bank. Many 
were our fellow foot Companions in our progress; and in turn made 
a short stop and gaze at Hibery barn and Canbury house the usual 
resort of Tea drinking, punch and beer Company on this sacred day 
which by custom is devoted to festivity and amusement by the mid- 
dling ranks, the upper passing it in riding, visiting, and playing &c. At 9 
o'clock arrived at my lodgings finding the same Company I had left. 


21. Cold and rawish, dark damp air. Within all day. Fire in my room. 
Invited Mr. and Mrs. R. and their 2 dauters to tea and coffee. Evening 
as usual. 


22. Darkish morn, drisly and mild, wind Sly. Within. At Meridian 
walkt out in the rain to New England Coffee House. Read Mr. Pitts 
speech and motion to put a stop to smuggling tea by a repeal of the 
import duty on tea, substituting another lighter instead of present; and 
to prevent an injury and loss to revenue by laying an additional house 
and window tax whereby, should it take place the poor and idling 
will be eased and the burthen, as it ought, will lay on the wealthy. p.m. 
a walk round Tower hill through Aldgate street by the Minories, 
thence home by way of Grace church street. Drank tea with company 
at home and after walkt over London Bridge to Fishmonger’s Alms- 
houses at Newington Butts and over Westminster bridge by Dog and 
Duck and so home through the strand. This being the first day of the 
poll in the borough for the election of a member in the room of the late 
one, Sir Barnard Turner. The 2 Candidates are Sir Richard Holthon 
and Mr. Saul Mesurier. The former has outrun the latter by 28 votes. 


23. Close drisly morn at times, wind Wly. S. Within all a.m. before 
a fire in my own room, writing a letter to Judge Sewall® at Bristol and 
3. To Judge Sewall at Bristol, Curwen wrote: “Not seeing any good end to be 


answered, or reason to be assigned for my continuance longer in England, and a 
door being now, as it were, opened for my return to that happy region of light and 
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practising Masonry per me ipsum. After dinner walkt out and met 
Capt. C. on Change, could not prevail on him to drink tea with me, 
my Landladys forbidding manner, vulgarly free, discourage him 
whose disposition is rather soft, mild and timid. Received by his 
servant the 44 dozen bottles Lisbon wine promised. Evening still in 
my room, fire continued. Passed till 2 o’clock reading letters and 
journals. 


24. Rawish dark drisly weather still continues. Within all a.M., 
continued even to bed time. 


25. Wind and weather as before. a.m. walkt to Mr. Watkins my 
Hosier to persuade him to instruct me in the art of taking up a fallen 
stich in a stocking, which by his sisters instance he yielded his consent 
to afford me. Met Mrs. Codd for the first time since my removal from 
her house. Declined to accept her invitation to visit; her husband’s rude 
impudent behaviour would render the sight of him disagreeable to my 
eye. Returned soon, an increasing nervous head ach makes walking 
and action painful. Air being somewhat raw, ordered fire and passed 
remainder of a.M. in my room. Evening at New England Coffee 
House in conversation with Mr. D[eberdt] and G. 


26. Morn rawish, cloudy. Took, however, an a.m. walk to Minories 
and bought my wife a cotton gown. After strolled into the D. Jews 
Synagogue. To conclude the service, most of the congregation with- 
drawn, a long chair divided into 2 parts having in each a full cushion, 
was brought forward and placed in the center just before the reading 
pew, and asmall stool placed by chair. Soon arrived 3 or 4 persons, one 
having a shagreen case filled with a circumcising knife, small bottle and 
other apparatus used in that ceremony, all of silver. On the arrival of 
the infant a sudden and loud scream by all the children present was 
heard. The parent of the child approached holding the child covered 
with blankets in his arms and being seated on one side of the chair, the 
other appropriated to the instrument to be used in the office, the other 


liberty; I think to avail myself of the partial license granted some of the wretches in 
my predicament during the course of the summer. The sad derangement of my affairs 
occasioned by the troubles there during my absence, renders my presence, if ob- 
tainable, absolutely needful. However, I shall go from hence full of doubts that the 
reversed state of men and manners may shorten the duration of my abode there. If 
Judge Sewell should have any commands to that quarter he cannot do me a more 
pleasing office than confiding in my fidelity and attention to execute them.” 
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cushion was placed on his lap, the infant laid thereon, the circumciser 
then began to open and undress the infant and after sufficiently clean- 
ing the yard he applied a silver or glass for I am uncertain which, that 
just fitted the head or nut leaving a very small portion out, gave a quick 
cut and in a second performed the bloody office, then squeezing the 
part after laying the instruments aside brought out near a tablespoonful 
of blood after which squirted in a full stream double the quantity of 
wine, the subject crying the meanwhile, not however, so distressfully 
as I should have conjectured. After wiping the part he two or three 
times took it into his mouth in order to draw away as much blood as 
possible taking at twice a mouthful of wine which he squirted on the 
part and then applying a healing balsam or salve bound it up, another 
attendant doing the last office of wrapping it up before the ceremony 
began. After the operation was over another holding the cup of wine 
often applied his finger wet to the poor infants lips. Naming the child 
was accompanied by a few short prayers in which the attendants 
joyned. He was called Solomon. I observed that many affected to 
touch the book of the law while carrying from the reading pew to 
closet wherein the copies are deposited and after service many young 
children approached the priest in order to receive his blessing which 
he gave in short, putting his hand on their head. 2 women only were 
in the Synagogue behind their lattice front in the gallery during cere- 
mony. P.M. rainy, within before a fire in my room reading. Evening 
same, below at supper. 


_ 27. Morn cloudy, meridian short shower. Attended at usual place. 
Mr. Lindsay preached from “Now I beseech you, Brethren, for the 
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive 
together with me in your prayers to God for me, that I may be de- 
livered from them that do not believe in Judea, and that my service 
which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the Saints, that I may 
come unto you, with joy by the will of God, and may with you be 
refreshed.” After service a baptism of a Mr. West’s child, named 
Hester, being the first instance since my attendance now almost 4 
years. 2 bitts a notice for prayers or thanks for recovery, and is the 2d 
instance. At dinner in Mr. Fenton’s dining room, with his company, 
and at his invitation on turbot, a roast fillet of veal stuffed and ham 
of Yorkshire product, baked. Mr. R. and myself passed remainder of 
p.M. together and drank tea. The dining company with mother and 2 
dauters. After a ride to the Shacklewell, the inviters country lodgings, 
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returned at 9 o'clock and supt, returning home very soon. P.M. 


showry, wind S.Wly. and at W. 


28. Same rawish dark rain threatening aspect still continues. Took 
an A.M. walk out at 2 o’clock. p.m. walkt with Capt. C. who drank tea 
with me in my rooms accompanied by Mr. and Miss, the mother and 
her daughter absent, to Dockhead thence through the Tanners lane 
to Bermondsey street as far as King John’s gate, at the head or further 
end of the street, and the only remains of his palace and now the en- 
trance into a square built round about Bermondsey Square, formerly 
King Johns Court; thence through long lane and White Street to St. 
George’s Church Southwark, along the main street to [7 word] and 
St. George’s fields over Westminster bridge, parliament street, Char- 
ing Cross, Strand &c. to my lodgings at which I arrived at 10 o'clock, 
4 hour after which sat down to a supper green pease.* 


29. Morn pleasant agreeable air, wind S. yesterday Wly. After 
composing a petition to the Commissioner which I performed in 4 
hour and having copied it out I proceeded to the treasury where on 
my arrival I by direction prefaced it as hereunder and left it to be con- 
sidered tomorrow, dubious of its fate or fortune. Returned home, in 
my way met Capt. Holton Johnson with whom I talked on the subject 
of a passage in his ship to Boston. Here follows the petition: 

“To the Commissioners appointed by act of Parliament to consider 
the sufferings and service of the American Loyalists: 

The Petition of Samuel Curwen humbly showeth: That your 
petitioner was forced to abandon his house and Dwelling by the re- 
peated menaces of the people within a few days after the unhappy 
rencounter at Lexington, who reproched all persons with the insidious 
appellation of tories, as they chose to call such who did not openly 
accuse the King’s troops as the aggressors, were for supporting law 
and order &c., for forbearing future violence, among which number 
your petitioner was one. Taking refuge aboard a vessell bound to Phil- 
adelphia, he arrived there, hoping to find an Asylum from outrage 
and indignity, but in this he was mistaken, for though that city had 
during all former warrs shown a manifest dislike to military levies and 
arrangements, and even in the late dispute a singular moderation; at 

4. To William Davis of Shepton Mallet, Curwen wrote offering to aid in the 


collection of a debt due Davis (mentioned to Curwen in 1776) and at the same time 
sent his respects to Mr. and Mrs. Broadribb. 
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this period the political phrenzy, had risen to an equal heigth with 
New England; and your petitioner was soon informed that that city 
could prove no refuge to him even by those friends under whose pro- 
tection he sought for safety. The only condition of his continuing 
there was a public renunciation of his principles, acknowledging his 
errors, and promising future obedience to the new assumed powers. 
Loth to be held up to the public in so disgraceful and mortifying a 
view, and confessing a well known falsehood, he took the only alterna- 
tive in his power; all communication with the Northward by sea being 
forbidden by the city committee of safety and inspection, lest General 
Gage’s troops at Boston should be supplyed with flour &c., and by law 
no letters could be sent but under the inspection of the state inquisitors, 
the regular post office established by act of parliament being shut up, 
and travelling by law dangerous to any but those called Sons of Lib- 
erty he therefore took shipping again and after a series of dangers in 
a very tedious passage arrived in London, where and in the Country 
he has resided to the present time, subsisting whilst his own stock 
lasted on that, and since, on the public bounty. Having received some 
overtures since the peace took place from some of his townsmen of 
Salem which together with the sad derangement of his affairs there 
arising from the grevious burthens imposed by the new State, and the 
bad management of those to whom his affairs were committed, makes 
him wish to attempt to revisit his native country of New England, 
but the advices from his friends rendering it still doubtful whether he 
can with safety and comfort pass the remainder of his days there, being 
near the verge of three score years and ten, the assigned period of man’s 
life, he proposes, therefore, to retreat to Nova Scotia or one of the 
Loyal Colonies in case he cannot obtain a resettlement on the foremen- 
tioned conditions, and therefore most humbly requests liberty to ap- 
point as agent here to receive the usual allowance hitherto indulged 
him, and for so long a time as may be judged proper to continue it, and 
your Petitioner &c.” Drank tea and passed p.m. within, dark and 


drisly. 


30. The day preceeding the last through inadvertince, neglected. 
p.M. drank tea at home and thereafter walkt abroad; in returning 
through the Strand between the Adelphi and Somerset house passed 
an astonishing number of young, bold Impures seemingly from 12 to 
16 years of age, in pursuit of Sparks, whom they openly seized and 
courted though in vain, their application proved successless, their 
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bosoms were bared designedly below their central protuberances or 
projecting exhibitions, and every mark and appearance of shameless- 
ness in their demeanor. 


1, July. Air in morn rather milder, wind N. Walkt abroad, visited 
Mr. Walter at No. 5 Green Street Soho. On change with Capt. C. 
After dinner Captain Johnson called on me, almost discouraged re- 
specting my plan of returning back to America in his vessell. The 
cause stands ad reforendum. p.m. drank tea early. After, took a long 
walk; passing Old street I observed the new St. Lukes hospital for 
lunatics contains in front 51 cells on each hand of the Central projec- 
tion of 5 windows, making 1oz just the number of cells in rear, the 
building being just double, having a passage from and to and through 
its whole length. Arrived at lodgings about 9 o’clock. 


2. Cloudy rainy looking sky. Walkt however to Treasury, returned 
from thence re infecta, not a little deranged, but not much disap- 
pointed. My expectations from Court gratitude not being high, I can 
suffer but rarely any inconvenience, taking care not to put myself 
in way of frequent mortification. The present application is of a kind 
I should have thought not liable [to] a repulse, many such favours 
having been already granted, if the request deserves not rather the 
appellation of a just demand. p.m. a short walk, then followed tea, 
thereafter a solitary strole to White Chappell in Petticoat lane, the 
sight of which deterred my further progress. Thence returning back 
arrived at the Synagogue in Bevis Mark, time enough to attend wor- 
ship. Whilst there I could not help remarking the very different 
features in the visages of these portugeze Jews from those of the dutch 
synagogue who bore no nearer resemblances to each other than the 
head of a Camel does to an Asses head. If the latter are of the true 
unmixed seed of Jacob, the former are a mongrel breed and look more 
like the rest of their human species. I fancy these are descendants 
from the Samaritans. p.M. sun appeared faintly, and at times, wind 


Wly. Evening as usual. 


3. Fine clear sky in morn and continued till 11 o’clock. It took the 
appearance of rain, air mild. a.m. walkt to the Jews synagogue in 
Magpie Alley, Finchurch street, much smaller than either of the other 
two, worshippers of a more slovenly outside, their complexion and 
cast between both, pronunciation discernably different, mode of wor- 


LONDON July 1784. 1009 





ship discrepant somewhat; demeanor not more laudable. In a short 
conversation with one of them, was informed they were German 
jews, and that though their law, worship, and letters were the same, 
pronounciation of the vowel points were somewhat different 
especially in use of the patach for the kamets. From hence returned 
home by way of White Chappel and Spitalfields. p.m. took a long walk 
per me ipsum, drank coffee, after the family tea was passed. Evening 
as usual. 


4. Sunday. Fine morn, air mild, milky sky, faint sun. Attended at 
usual place. Disney preached from “For if ye love them which love 
you, what proved have ye, do not even the publicans the same.” Mr. 
Lindsay officiated at the sacrament and distributed the elements, it 
being Communion day. Returned back via temple and through the 
back streets, and lanes to Grace church street, thence in a direct line 
home. P.M. at same place Mr. Lindsay preached from “For by thy 
words thou shalt be justified and by thy words thou shalt be con- 
demned.” In my return stopt at Salters hall meeting House. Mr. 
Worthington preached from “And he was speechless.” Finding the 
church door open of St. Mary Woolnoth, I entered and found the 
Parson, a Mr. Newton of the same church, vehemently addressing a 
full assembly. Making a short stay I departed, meeting a woman at the 
door who was entering. On asking her a question she replied and added 
how do you do Mr. Curwen; not recollecting her I enquired how and 
where she knew me to which she answered when you lived at Mr. 
Richard’s in Drapers Court; a distance of 8 years from the present nor 
have we seen each other since to my knowledge. The people of Lon- 
don have a surprising retention of faces in their memory. Evening 
immediately after supper retired. 


s. Warm air, sun faintly shines, air thickish, warm dry fog. Walkt 
abroad to get intelligence of Brother Greenbury, which after much 
pains to little effect could obtain only general. Wrote however a short 
epistle and left it in penny post office to find its way if practicable.’ 
P.M. walkt to treasury, received agreeable information that Commis- 
sioner had granted my petition to appoint Agent to receive my %4ly 
allowance after my departure from England, making satisfactory 

1. A note to Brother Greenbury asking him to call. The same day Curwen wrote 


John Timmins asking him to accept a power to receive his quarterly allowance at 
the Treasury. 
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proof of my being alive at the periods successive of payment. Passed 
an hour at New England Coffee House with Mr. and Mrs. N., no com- 
pany being there. Evening after, as usual. From this p.m. I date an 
end of my doubts respecting my embarkation, its issue time must 
reveal. [am now seriously in earnest, in what ship is yet an uncertainty. 


6. As yesterday. Walkt to Post office to forward a letter to Mr. T. 
requesting him to take a power of attorney to receive my 4ly allow- 
ance at treasury. P.M. wrote to Mr. Russell of Birmingham? to remit 
the ballance by draft on his banker, determined to take out all my little 
stock in Cash as more portable, safe, and free from public connusance. 
Capt. Coombes with me. Evening with Mr. William R., my Land- 


lord’s nephew below. 


7. July. Fine clear morn, warm sun. An early visit to Mr. Goreham 
to talk on subject of our passage in Captain Ingersol to Boston. Wrote 
a letter to Judge Sewall in answer. Gave Mr. Deberdt notice of my 
intended departure soon and to take away my bed clothes and bed he 
has had 9 years in keeping and use, also the cash of mine in his hands 
to the amount of 44 or 45 £ which I should call for the next or follow- 
ing week. Hearing of Mr. Timmin’s arrival from the Country went in 
pursuit of him, to no good effect however; left a message to call at my 
lodgings, not knowing any other place to appoint. Accompanied C. 
Coombes to my linnen draper to buy gown and shawls for his wife 
which together with a parcel containing 6 pair white cotton stockins 
[have packt in my great trunk. p.m. walkt to my Taylor’s from whom 
by perservance have at length bought off a waistcoat dyed of a saumon 
colour. Evening as usual. 


8. Morn as usual dusky, air warm, milky cloud, dim sun, at Meridian 
walkt out to [7 word]. p.m. on Change with Capt. Folger and John 
Sparhawk, one or both of whom I could wish to consent to embark 
with Mr. Goreham my fellow passenger on board Capt. Ingersoll’s 
ship bound to Boston which I hope will depart within 12 or 15 days. 
Afterwards took a strole as far as horseguards; at Meridian Mr. Jona- 

2. To George Russell at Birmingham, Curwen wrote regretting that “the circum- 
stances of affairs in America” were not “favourable as to have justifyed my entering 
into a commercial correspondence with you to our mutual benefit.” He then asked 
Russell to send him the balance to his account, adding that “at present I am convinced 
cash will yield the readiest and largest profit of any importable article, and propose 


for that end to reduce to foreign coin, which you know is the currency of America, 
all the little stock of cash I can raise.” 
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than Jackson called on me and requested an introductory letter to Mr. 
George Russell of Birmingham which I cheerfully granted. Drank tea 
at home and passed evening. Mr. Timmins called on me and after saw 
him on Change.* 


g. Darkish damp air, very much the appearance of rain. Walkt to 
Exeter change in Strand to have new cane drilled and top exchanged 
for ivory. P.M. a short walk. Capt. C. called and drank tea with family 
below. Accompanied him to Borough. Evening after a long tete-a-tete, 
philosophical with Doctor, as usual. 


10. According to appointment walkt out early to treasury to receive 
the un-necessary, found American office door beseiged by a score of 
mendicants like myself, waiting for the hour; though I thought my 
early attendance would have entituled me to No. 1, I was glad, and in- 
deed had to stand No. 21 so great was the croud and so boisterous 
were they that I was more than once about to depart, and leave them. 
to bustle among themselves, having taken no breakfast. On my return 
stopt in at Saloop shop at bottom of Fleet street, drank 14 pint Saloop 
and read two newspapers. Capt. C. calling on me at 2 o’clock, I accom- 
panied him on board the Minerva, to a dinner on salt fish. At 7 came on 
shore, and taking the route of Deptford road took leave at Newington 
butts and returned home via Westminster bridge, Parliament street, 
the strand &c. to which J arrived at 9. Receied 3 letters from Mr. 
Picket the mate, to his friend at Marblehead and Newburyport. Eve- 
ning as usual. 


17. Fine mild morn, somewhat overcast. Meridian and a.m. clear, 
warm sun, air closish. Rose early, and without breakfast took myself 
and walkt to Horselydown swinging chain, boated in Capt. C. long 
boat on board Minerva by agreement yesterday p.m. After a dish of 
tea and short stay, rowed back with the Captain and footed it to St. 
Mary Magdalen Church upper end of Bermondsey street or as com- 


3. Curwen wrote to Judge Sewall to tell of his intended voyage to America within 
twenty days on the ship Union, Capt. Ingersoll, master, adding: “The following, 
inter nos; The success of my application to the Commissioner, now sitting in the 
treasury, I am yet ignorant of, my memorial or petition this day delivered in &c. 
is to be considered tomorrow. Whatever shall be the event I shall endeavour to 
support the same spirit, though a success equal to my, supposed just, expectations 
would serve as pillars or buttresses in an old totring edifice, to add strength and sup- 
port thereto.” 
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monly spoke Barnaby. A Mr. Mason the Curate preached from “Be- 
cause he hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by Man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.” 
Parted company at end of said street, he for his vessell, I for my lodg- 
ings, to which I arrived pauco past 1 o’clock. The Parson an excellent 
reader, handsome edifice. Congregation respectable for numbers and 
appearance. P.M. attended service with Mr. and Mrs. R. whom [I in- 
vited to accompany me to All Hallows London Wall. The Curate 
Mr. Garneau, preached an orthodox sensible discourse to a respectable 
audience, considering the small compass of the church, which is, I 
fancy, the smallest parish church in London. Text “Again the King- 
dom of Heaven is like unto a Merchantman seeking goodly pearls, 
who, when he had found one pearl of great value, went and sold all he 
had and bought it.” After tea we took an airing to the Tower, having 
encompassed it on the ramparts, and taken a view of the American 13 
stripes flying on 7 or 8 vessels lying in one tier, the first view I ever 
distinctly had of their independent naval glory, returned home by way 
of the minories and Houndsditch, met Capt. Johnson, the third time 
seeing him here. 


12. Morn pleasant enough, air soft, wind Wly. Walkt abroad, called 
on Mr. Jonathan Jackson and delivered him an introductory letter to 
Mr. George Russell, Birmingham. Finally settled about going off with 
Captain Ingersoll. p.m. walkt to Horsely down to see Captain 
Coombes, to no purpose hailed the vessell, could not make my voice to 
be heard by those on board. Returned re infecta therefore, passed an 
agreeable evening. Mr. William Robertson my Companion. 


13. Morn as usual. Took an early walk to Battersea, staid on earnest 
invitation to dinner. Took my last leave of Mr. and Mrs. Codd at 2 
o'clock, and half past received their friendly wishes for a short, safe 
and pleasant passage home. p.m. and evening at home. 


14. Morn coolish and foggy, rain-like appearance. Sky continues 
overcast. Walkt to Horseguards &c. Bought black silk stockins and 6 
cakes patent blacking. p.m. on Change, drank tea at home, thereafter 
took a strole to Fishmongers Almshouse, Newington butts, measured 
distance by my steps, found between former and upper end high 
street Southwark nearly 4 mile. Evening as usual. 
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15. This day received a copy of a power of attorney from Mr. 
Browne at the Treasury of which the following is a copy of one 
lodged: 

“To all whom these presents shall come Samuel Curwen Esqr. of 
Bishopgate within in the City of London sendeth greeting. Whereas 
the said Samuel Curwen as one of the Loyalists is allowed by the Lord’s 
Commussioners of his Majesty’s Treasury the yearly pension, stipend 
or sum of 100 £ and whereas the said Samuel Curwen 1s now going 
abroad and beyond the seas Now Therefore Know Ye that the said 
Samuel Curwen for divers good causes and considerations him there- 
unto more especially moving Hath made, ordained, constituted and 
appointed and by these presents Doth make, ordain, constitute and 
appoint George Bainbridge of Bread Street London Merchant, his 
true and lawful attorney for him and in his name and on his part and 
behalf to ask, demand, have, receive and obtain from the said Lord’s 
Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury for the time being and from 
all and every other person and persons whomsoever whom it doth, 
shall or may concern all and singular the said yearly pension, allowance 
or stipend of 100 £ which is now or at any time hereafter shall or may 
arise, grow or become due and payable unto the said Samuel Curwen 
as aforesaid, and upon receiving or obtaining all or any part of such 
allowance of stipend all good and sufficient receipts and discharges 
for him the said Samuel Curwen and in his name to make, sign and give 
for the same and the name of him the said Samuel Curwen to sign and 
subscribe to all such receipts and discharges if the same shall be neces- 
sary or required, and generally to do and perform all acts and deeds 
whatsoever which shall be or may be requisite or necessary for re- 
ceiving and obtaining or discharging the same as fully and effectually 
to all intents and purposes as he the said Samuel Curwen might or 
could do were he present and did the same or as if these presents had 
not been made and he the said Samuel Curwen doth hereby promise 
and agree to ratity and confirm all and whatsoever his said attorney 
shall legally do or cause to be done by virtue of these presents. In 
witness whereof he hath hereunto set his hand and seal this sixteenth 
day of July one thousand seven hundred and eighty four. 

Samuel Curwen and a Seal 
Signed, sealed and delivered \ 
in the presence of 
John Bill 


John Timmins 
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16. Morn very fine, clear and pleasant. Took an early walk to White 
Chappell before breakfast, after to Gilbert Harrison’s; met Mr. Tim- 
mins at Sheppards and Bills store Breadstreet, signed above &c. Thence 
took it to Treasury, where by usage I found it necessary to lodge it in 
the hands of Mr. Leeke appointed by Commissioner to pay my %4ly 
allowance. Thence back to Harrison’s store to acquaint Mr. Bain- 
bridge, whom not finding, left a message, designing to explain same to 
him when opportunity offers. Meeting Capt. C., took him home, made 
a mugg of punch. He soon departed to Change, with a promise to re- 
turn to tea. p.M. Mr. Robertson and myself departed on a walk to 
Hackney &c. crossed athwart the Country to Shackellwell, a small 
village belonging to Parish of the former. Invited and drank tea at the 
Curate of Great Hellens, our parish church, who seeing us crossing the 
field came out and met us. Thence after through the Newington road 
home. Taken very dizzily disposed and feeble on the road. Retired 
soon after my arrival home to bed, glad to repose my wearied limbs. 
The name of our Reverend host Toovey. 


17. Fine pleasing morn. Took a walk per me ipsum to Mile end. 
Passed an hour after breakfast at the Jews Synagogue at Leather Salters 
hall Leadenhall street in a Court called . These are of the dis- 
persion from Manheim and Frankfort on the main. Thereafter called 
at Mr. Harrison’s warehouse Bread Street to speak to Mr. Bainbridge. 
The Clerk, say one of the clerks told me Mr. Bainbridge readily con- 
sents accept my power and act in my absence. At Meridian departed 
for Capt. C., Brig Minerva at Pickle herring so called and at one 
o’clock entered and dined on excellent fish with a generous bowl of 
lemon punch, and after taking a refreshing nap and a dish of gun- 
powder tea was rowed ashore with the Captain and footed it to 
Bermondsey Spa so called, where amidst considerable number of the 
mesne peuple we were entertained with vocal singing, a drum and 
organ, the 2 performers vocal amused us agreeably enough with a 
humerous song called the Auction well hit off. Of all the paintings in 
the picture rooms the walls of which are covered, none are to be com- 
pared to the greenstall and butcher or rather meat shop, which seems 
to be this Master’s forte. Returned home by way of Barnaby and 
Tooly street and arrived at 9 o’clock nearly. No supper. 





18. Morn and a.m. cloudy, air mild. Attended worship, being Sun- 
day, at usual place. Mr. Lindsay preached from “Be ye therefore also 
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ready.” Dined at home. Mr. R., 2 nephews passed p.m. with them. 
Evening still continued at home. The peerage of England has in- 
creased in the course of a Century, during the reigns of 6 successful 
Sovereins, in the following manner: At the death of King Charles 2d, 
the House of Lords consisted of 176 members. At the death of King 
William 3d, it consisted of 192. At the death of Q. Anne, to 209 mem- 
bers. At the death of George 1, the peerage was 216. At the decease of 
King George 2d it had increased to 247. At the present time, 1784, 
it amounts to 252 Peers, Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and is rapidly 
increasing. Mr. Cassini, the french mathematician, having presented a 
memorial by the french ambassador to London, praying that some 
person would undertake to carry triangles from Greenwich to Dover 
to meet the french at Calais, in order to determine the exact distance 
between the observatory of Paris and Greenwich, his Majesty, who is 
ever ready to patronize useful scholars, immediately granted 1000 £s 
for the carrying it on, and General Roy was, by his own consent, fixed 
upon for the undertaking. A premium of 5 guineas was lately given by 
the Dublin Society for the following reason: to kill rats, viz. Take 1 
quart of oatmeal, 4 drops of oil of rhodium, 1 gram m[blur], 2 nuts 
of noxvomica powdered; mix the whole together, and place it where 
the rats frequent; continue so to do while they eat it, and it will soon 
destroy them. 


19. Morn rainy looking sky, air warmish. A.M. rainy. Walkt to Says 
printing office at Amen corner, Paternoster row; bought 12 weekly 
journals containing in short, the proceedings of parliament in this its 
first session, beginning first of May. p.m. fire in my room. Received 
a letter from Mr. Bretland, Exeter. 6 days since received one from Mr. 
George Russell, Birmingham, inclosing order on Welch, Rogers &c., 
Bankers for my ballance in his hands £115.14/. Remained within all 
P.M. and Evening. 


20. Morn darkish, cloudy and frequent sprinkling in course of A.M. 
intermixed with sun and wind. Walkt to Mr. Copelys house George 
Street Hanover Square to take leave and pay my last compliments to 
Mr. R. Clarke and family, the former at Tunbridge. Afterwards passed 
Y, hour in Change and New England Coffee House. Saw Captain 
Ingersoll who told me the ship is to fall down to Gravesend next Satur- 
day. Found Mr. Goreham and Smith have formed a bill of fare for the 
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voyage with which, unseen, I am content not wishing to advise 
thereon. P.M. sun out, pleasant. 


21. Darkish and rainy, within all a.m. Capt. Lyde brought me letters 
from R. Ward, Capt. Batchellor, Beverly, requesting me to form a list 
of articles for an hardware and ship chandlery store and deliver to his 
correspondents Bromfield and Rogers; one from Mr. I. Smith ac- 
quainting me of his safe arrival after a tedious passage, and inclosing 
another long one from Mr. Pynchon of Salem. Dined with Mr. Gilbert 
Harrison and large Company at his house. Drank tea and passed eve- 
ning at Coffee House till 11 o’clock. Left my watch for 2 hours on the 
vault shelf in New England Coffee House cellar, taken care of by one 
of the waiters, gave him for his care 2/6. 


22. Cloudy blustering morn. Accompanied by Mr. Goreham, 
breakfasted on board Ship Union, wherein I have engaged my passage 
to Boston, Capt. Ingersoll, Commander, of Salem. Met B. Pickman, 
Elder and Younger, the former craftily, I suppose, broke his intension 
and wish to embark with us, which I did not care to oppose, though I 
confess not so much to my content. Hope with assistance of my fellow 
passengers to restrain him within decent bounds, if practicable; at all 
events I hope by keeping him at due distance to avoid his disagreeable 
wantoness of behaviour. Received from Gilbert Harrison his and 
Companys acknowledgement of £ 80 lodged in their hands and to be 
taken out by my draft in America, Mr. Bainbridge consenting to allow 
me at the rate of 5 percent per annum. Dined by last week’s invitation 
at Mr. Deberdt’s with Mr. Goreham and General Reed of Philadel- 


phia. Drank tea and at 8 o’clock returned and passed evening at home. 


23. Morn clear, wind fresh. Walkt out with Capt. Ingersoll to the 
Cheese mongers in Grace church street and bought me stock of 
cheeses, butter, hams, tongues dryed, Bacon, hogslard &c. for the 
voyage. Bought also a cheese for my own use weight 45 pounds, cost 
21/10. Thereafter to Mr. Deberdts and left £50 in his hands to be 
drawn for on my arrival home if ever, p.M. on Change and engaged 
Capt. Coombes to come and assist me in removing my effects. Bought 
a pair red slippers for 2/8 and a pair stone knee buckles gold rim for 
14/. 2 persons called on me yesterday and this day in my absence. 
Drank tea and passed evening as usual. 
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24. Morn overcast, as is almost every day in all seasons the case. Air 
mild, wind W. Packed up for the last time, the remainder of my effects 
in my long smaller trunk and portmanteau and am now waiting the 
assigned hour for the arrival of Captain Coombes and the Cart, being 
just 4 past 9 o'clock a.m. In order to fetch my bed from Mr. Deberdt’s 
with whom it has been ever since July 1775; and carry it with the 
trunks and box to Irongate, to be transferred on board the ship Union 
Captain Jonathan Ingersoll, bound to Boston; whither I am designed 
with reliance enough; but my wayward fate proves irresistable and I 
shall embark with every reason and feeling in my nature against it and 
so adieu to [7 word] plenty, and pleasure till my last transportation 
to the silent abode of the Dead. Attended by Capt. C. I walkt out and 
at Mr. Deberdt’s took away my bed, bolster and a blanket, the ticking 
not the same with what I left, perhaps another bed, perhaps a new 
ticking. My coverlet or Quilt destroyed or lost. Thence with the Cart 
to Irongate stairs, and having boated them off and safely lodged them 
on board, returned back to lodgings where [ arrived to an empty room, 
and so observed by Landlady, at 12 + 4%. p.m. drisly, walkt out to the 
Strand, opposite Somerset house was met by B.P. who detained me for 
an hour on the terrass of said house. Thence taking [leave] proceeded 
as far as Horseguards, regulated my watch by that clock which is 
reckoned the truest timekeeping in London being carefully attended 
and every day corrected if needful, thence back to New England 
Coffee House where I abode for some time. Bought in my walk 
Doctor Watson Bishop of Llandaff his Revolution sermon &c. last 
3oth January. Evening finished my will and inclosed in two copies 
directed to Richard Ward of Salem my niece’s husband. Supt below. 
At dinner time maltreated by Landlady whose piggish behaviour is 
almost too much for longer forbearance, but I hope to continue to the 
end of my long delayed resentment of her &c. behaviour. 


25. Morn cloudy sky. Attended worship for the last time at Mr. 
Lindsay’s Chappell, Essex house, Essex street Strand. He preached 
from 14 chapter St. John 21 verse in part, “He that hath my command- 
ments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.” First hymn sung was 
7th, Psalm soth, old version as usual, first lesson 6 chapter Deuter- 
onomy, Second lesson 7th Chapter St. Matthew, last sung hymn 117. 
After service paid the treasurer a Mr. Browne half a guinea 4 years 
seat though but 4 was expired, the difference was a free will offering. 


Took my final leave of Mr. Lindsay and Doctor Disney at the Chappel 
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door. Dined and passed p.m. at home. After tea to Salters Hill Meeting 
House, Doctor Rus preached from “For this is my rejoy cing, even the 
testimony of a good conscience.” Thence strolled down to the tower, 
made a circuit round the ramparts, and returned by the wharff over 
little tower hill where a holder forth was entertaining a 100 hearers 
with his crudities. Passing by came home through the Minories and 
Houndsditch. Evening as usual. 


26. Morn warmish, cloudy damp air, rainish appearance. Capt. C. 
called and sat 4% hour with me. Bought at John Smith’s No. 7 Great 
Eastcheap, 1 Calico quilt for bed 7/4ths wide cost 10/6, a blanket 
6/4ths 4/; at Says last weeks Craftsman. Signed sealed &c. my will at 
New England Coffee House, taking Captain George Folger Putnam 
Cleves and young Miles Ward my witnesses and put them in Captain 
Folger and Lydes baggs directed under an inclosure to Richard Ward, 
Salem. After dinner procured my quilt and blanket to be sent to New 
England Coffee House for conveyance on board the ship with some 
things of the masters. Walkt to Horseguards &c. Passed evening as 
usual. 


27. Settled with my Barber and Landlord and paid their several bills 
and took receipts. Morn drisly, a.m. clearish. Took leave of the Doctor 
Robertson from whom I received a present of a good 4 pint of dis- 
tilled peppermint water. Dined for the last time at boarding house. 
After dinner on Change and engaged Captain Coombes to crack the 
last bottle of Lisbon wine. At time appointed he came and staid to tea 
when I took my last farewell of the family by a shake of the hand and 
saying God bew’ye. Proceeded to the New England Coffee House 
the servant attending with my bundles. Here I am to abide for two 
nights. Meeting Mr. Goreham a fellow passenger, on his request I 
accompanied him on board our ship and paid per receipt to the Master 
twenty guineas in part of passage money. From hence back to New 
England Coffee House where I supt and lodged in a miserable stinted 
room, ona fourth floor as at this present writing. 


28. This is a fine clearish mild morning, and is just 6 months since I 
came to my last abode No. 107 Bishopgate street within London. 
Walkt for last time to Horseguards to compare and set my watch. 
Dined by invitation, passed p.m. and drank tea at Mr. Hughes, 
Druggist at No., 181 Bishopgate without; after, retired to New Eng- 
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land Coffee House. Passed evening there with Mr. Goreham and Capt. 
Cc 


29. Morn drisly, as at time all day, wind fresh at S.Ely. At 10 o’clock 
took Coffee House boy to whom I delivered my bundles, proceeded 
to ship Union lying at Irongate where I propose to abide till my 
arrival at Gravesend. From henceforth I bid an everlasting farewell to 
London. At ro o’clock the tower guns to the number of 80 or 100 
were discharged, this being the day appointed by Royal proclamation 
to be observed as a thanksgiving for the general peace. Dispatched a 
wherry to bring Capt. Coombes from his brig Minerva to our ship to 
pass p.M. and drink tea and spend Evening. He was not on board. 
Captain Patterson and Cleves drank tea with us. Retired to cabin at 
10 o'clock. An almost sleepless night. 


30. Morn clearish and pleasant. Rose at 6 o'clock, the pilot early on 
board, left our berth a little after the flow of the tide, warpt down to 
cherry garden stairs, wind and tide ahead. Capt. Coombes and Cleves 
breakfasted with us on tea and cold tongue. An hour after the Master’s 
departure, Capt. C. and myself took boat and went ashore and pro- 
ceeded to East Indies warehouses in neibourhood of Bishopgate street. 
Saw an immense quantity of raw silk and muslins now on a show, or a 
view before sale; was told the Bengal sells at 21, the weight 24 ounces 
to the pound; the china at 23 of 16 ounces to the pound. From thence 
toa Mr. Lincoln’s an Optician at No. 62 Leadenhall street to compleat 
my last order for a scioptic ball and socket and a pocket microscope. 
Soon returned on board and remained solitary, Master, Mate and pas- 
sengers on shore. P.M. clear sun and warm. Towards evening raw cold 
air. Turned in at 4 past 9 o’clock. 


31. Night preceeding rainy, morn clear and pleasant, fresh gale at 
S. by E., unfavourable. Evening to N. At 10 o’clock on flood loosed 
from moorings, and warpt down as far as King James stairs, eastern 
pool. Here we were delayed ull a fresh flood at . Capt. Coombes 
came on board and showed me 3 or 4 letters from his Marblehead 
friends. Departed before dinner. At 1 o’clock Capt. Ingersoll came 
aboard with Capt. Carnes and dined and soon after departed for 
London, to settle with his Merchant. p.m. the Pilot and people went 
ashore. Shave for first time on board. Overcast and of a rainy appear- 
ance. Gave the Captain directions to call at a Mr. Lincoln’s the Opti- 
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cian to call for my scioptic ball and socket already engaged but not 
paid for, shop at No. 62 Leadenhall street. At 5 o’clock not a soul on 
board but Custom house officers, 2 boys and myself. at 4 past 9 turned 
in, comfortable night. 


1. August. Stull foggy morn, and warm, at 9 o’clock Sun out. Morn 
on shore, no Passenger but one, a Mr. Isle, on board. At ro o’clock 
loosed, the wind being fair and tide setting in and at ro with 12 or 15 
colliers came to anchor just off Cuckold’s point, and at 5 anchored off 
Gravesend, went ashore. Two of my fellow passengers just arrived 
there in a post chaize. Bought sundry small things. At 7 o’clock re- 
turned with them on board. On shore dah na enif loots, for which 
purpose went on shore, no draob drah dnuob. Retired to cabbin at 
10 o'clock. Arose at 4% past 1 and walkt the deck an hour. The ship 
having loosed anchor and proceeded down the river with a fair wind, 
at 6 arose by which time we had proceeded as far as the buoy of the 
Nose, and took the ship channel leaving the Kentish shore on our 
starboard quarter. 


2. At 7 in the morn, passed Whitebury leaving that also on same 
quarter, and sagging down with tide and a favourable wind but high, 
till 4 o’clock p.M., a brisk gale springing up we laid our course for the 
North Foreland, and at 7 o’clock came to anchor off Deal. 


3. Fresh gale at N.E., sky overcast. Here we lay impatient for the 
Master’s absence, which at length after a loss of more than 30 hours 
fine fair wind, he with 2 passengers arrived on board at 4 past 11 
o'clock p.M., and immediately ship broke ground and in an hour en- 
tered the channel, the downs on our stern and now hey for the ocean. 


4. Wind favourable but light, following night rainy. At 6 o’clock 
A.M. off Dungeness 1 league distant N. or E. a.m. close and misty, 
wind still favorable. This morn all our passengers breakfasted for first 
time, their names, Nathaniel Goreham, William Smith, Lewis and 
Francis Deblois of Boston, a Mr. Isle and myself. Continued foggy all 
day with a light but fair wind at N.E. just strong enough to stem the 
flood and assist the ebb. At 7 o’clock p.m. 4 or 5 leagues S.S.W. off 
Beachy head, at 8 the wind died away. Weather looks greasy. All night 
no way ahead. 
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5. Morn rainy, wind S.W. by W., right ahead, dull prospect, busk- 
ing against the wind, standing across the channel between Dieppe and 
the [7 word] Rocks in the English Channel in the night weathered 
them. 


6. Wind still fresh, at W.N.W. Stood in for St. Hellens road, thence 
proceeded to harbour of Cowes on Isle of Wight, where we anchored 
at 1 o'clock. At 4 o’clock went ashore, drank tea, supt and lodged at 
the Vine Inn kept by a Mr. Harrington. Wind a fret and rain. Wrote 
a letter to Captain Coombes at London and forwarded it by a boat to 
the office at Portsmouth. 


7. Clear morn and pleasant. Wind Wly.S., varying a few points, 
very fresh. At 10 o’clock took coach and with 4 fellow passengers de- 
parted for Newport, the only Borough town in the Island consisting 
of 4 or 500 houses. Lies at head of a water beyond Cowes 4 or 5 miles. 
Remarkable for no manufactueres or productions natural or artificial. 
Thence on foot trudged it to Carisbrook Castle, situated on an Em- 
inence distant 114 miles distance, now in ruins, and inhabited by a 
family named Poney, consisting of 2 or 3 maidens and their servants. 
The Church is a living of 120 £sa year raised by subscription from the 
inhabitants, and is a Chappel of ease to the Church of Carisbrook in a 
small village in the neiborhood of the Castle from whence it takes its 
name, which is a vicarage itself. After Dinner and tea we all set off for 
our ship. 


8. Fine clear morn, brisk gale, wind as before. At 4 o’clock got 
under weigh and at 6 o’clock are now in the bay steering for Lyming- 
ton road, where we arrived at 9 o'clock and anchored, waiting for the 
Ebb to carry us through the Needles within sight of which we lay 
at a leagues distance. These rocks lye on the island side of the en- 
trance, and on the opposite shore of the main island of England. On a 
point or spit of land of a mile or two in length if my memory serves 
me faithfully stands Hurst Castle, remarkable in history for being the 
place of King Charles first his imprisonment not long before his 
execution. Without the spit lyes a bank of small stones called the 
Shingles, narrowing the passage to the Channell, and rendering it 
somewhat hazardous in case of a calm, or a violent gale taking a vessell 
short, being a kind of Scylla and Charybdis. At 4 o’clock the tide and 
wind favouring we passed through latter being brisk at N. and N.E. 
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About 11 o’clock lost sight of Portland lights, keeping a course of W. 
alittle Nly. 


g. At 7 or 8 o'clock sundry vessels in sight on all quarters. Standing 
our course or down channel vessell tossed very much. A high short 
popling sea as the phrase is. Wind shifted from W.Nly. to W.S., 
course for 8 hours to Northward, for 6 following hours altered our 
course, made by conjecture 6 League’s westing. 


10. Morn foggy, fresh breeze, wind Wly. S., course shoreward, 
[7 word] ship stood athwart us at a mile’s distance, put out our 
ensign, she answered by displaying the same colours as ours. Are now 
at 10 o'clock making in for the land, supposed off Berryhead at 5 or 6 
Leagues distance, at 6 o’clock p.m. changed our course, lay her head 
to S.W., being almost 2 league’s to the Eastward of Dartmouth har- 
bour, gentle breeze from S.W. by W. 


11. Following night kept same course. At 6 o’clock a.M. in the offing 
Start bearing about Nly. E. 4 E., 3 or 4 leagues distant. A dead calm 
and the tide against us, 11 or 12 vessells in sight, air mild, damp, sky 
greasy. At 10 o’clock a 4 knot gale at N. by E., our head Wly. N. 
Several shoals of mackarel appeared this the two preceeding days, kept 
trails out, however to no purpose [sunk?] the Start, wind flattened, 
no way ahead, but with tide. A pleasant warm day and fair. 


12, Sky overcast, to S.E. a greazy appearance. Sagging with tide. 
At 11 o'clock a small breeze from W.S.W. to W., lay her head 
N.W. ¥, W. Caught 3 mackarel. Killed the young kid, boiled hind, 


roasted forequarter. Air mild. 


13. Calm, little way ahead though the last 24 hours, no breeze till 4 
o'clock, we lay sagging up and down with Ebb and flow. At 4 o’clock 
wind sprang up N.W. by W. Spoke to a frigate from Alexandria in 
Virginia, named the Paragon, Master a Mr. Hughes, out 28 days. At 
8 a breeze from N.E. to S.E., our course W. by N., way 3 to 4 knots. 


14. Same course continued, swell from W. makes the vessell rowl. 
Dined on Ling with carrots and potatoes, 


15. Ran the preceeding night from 4 to 5 knots, wind and course 
the same, morn fair and mild. Saw only 3 vessells. Memo: last evening 
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about 10 o’clock we discovered a sail right ahead, standing to South- 
ward, on a wind, luft up to avoid running foul which we happily 
avoided. 


16. Wind and course same as yesterday. Way 4 to 5 knots, run these 
last 24 hours supposed 4o leagues. Air watery and thick, drisly, no 
observation. Killed first pig, roasted a quarter, baked the head. 


17. Wind N.N.E. freshened up to a 7 knot gale, sprang up at 4 
o'clock; course as yesterday, run last 24 hours 48 leagues. 


18. Wind and weather as before, fair. Unsteady from 4 to 7 knots. 
Saw a large Dutch ship to leeward. She showed her ensign, we 
answered, suppose her a Man of War. 2 more vessels on different 
quarters; sea rough, ship wallows much. 


19. Weather pleasant. In latitude per observation 44:32, Longitude 
19.9. 


20. Small winds, pleasant weather. Latitude per observation 44:21, 
Longitude 21:19. Na gnitaicurcxe souvren daeh eka. 


21. Emas eka daeh as erofeb, no deb tot die. On tser tot noct. Small 
winds and pleasant weather. At 4 o'clock p.m. 2 sail in sight, wind at 
N.W. Latitude per observation 44: 10, longitude 22.44. 


22. Emas sa erofeb. Small wind, sea from N.W. at 11 o’clock fresh 
breeze, later fresh squalls and rain. Latitude per observation 43.10, 
longitude 22.50. 


23. Fresh wind, topsails reefed. Wind at N.W. Latitude per ob- 
servation 43:25 Longitude 23.14. 


24. At 4 o'clock thick rain, wind at N.E., latter part small winds, 
pleasant weather. Latitude per observation 43.4, longitude 25.56. 


25. Small winds, smooth sea. Ship standing to Eastward. Latitude 
per observation 43.3, longitude in 26.16W. 


26. Small winds and pleasant, latter part squalls with some rain. 
Wind W.S.W. Latitude per observation 43.51, longitude is 28. 
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27. Small winds and pleasant weather, large sea from N.W. Latitude 
per observation 43.38, longitude is 28.18. 


28. Small winds at S.W., latter part fresh gale, under close reefed 
topsails. Latitude per observation 44.2, longitude 30.51. 


29. These present 24 hours fresh winds, fore and mizzen topsails 
handed. Latitude per observation 43.41, longitude is 31.31. 


30. Small wind and pleasant weather, sea from N.W.—no obser- 
vation. Longitude 32.53. 


32. Small winds sea from N.W. At 6 a.m. wind at S. and rain. Longi- 
tude 34.24. 


1. September. Fresh winds and squalls. Sea from N.W., Later fresh 
gales, longitude 35.30. 


2. Fresh gales, lay by under main course. At 8 set mainsail, small 
winds, high sea. Latitude per observation 42.56, Longitude is 35.58. 


3. Violent night, a head gale very rough sea, lay to under a double 
reefed mainsail, helm lashed 20 hours. Tneloiv suovren daeh eka. 


4. A.M. small wind, at 10 p.M. strong gale from W.N.W., at 11 lay 
to under mainsail. At 4 moderated, latter part p.m. reefs out, set jib 
and staysails, longitude 36.41. 


[ 5. Curwen onutted this day. | 


6. Strong gale and rain, at 4 handed topsails, at 6 saw and spoke 
with Brig Favorite from Philadelphia bound to Liverpool, reported 
by Master to be in longitude 44 by us in 41. Latter part small winds, 
set studding sails. Latitude per observation 43.3. 


7. Fair wind at Nly. E. All sails set. Latter part small winds with 
swell. Stood to Northward, studding sails set. Latitude by observation 


42.44, longitude in 44.9. 


8. Swell from N.E., wind at N.E. but 10 changed to S.E. Latitude 
by observation 43.20, longitude in 48.26. 
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g. Smooth sea, wind at S.W.., latter part fresh, at S.W. At 8 o’clock 
sounded in 45 fatham upon Grand bank. Latitude by observation 
43.47, longitude in 48.36. 


10. Squalls with rain, under reeft topsails, latter part calm. At ro 
caught 3 codfish in 55 fathom. No observation, longitude 49.14. 


zz. Smooth sea. Employed in fishing, caught 40 fish, saw 2 sails. 
Latter part, small winds, thunder with rain. Longitude 49.34. 


12. Morn rain, latter part, fine breeze, wind at E.S.E. Brig and 
sloop, supposed to be whalers from Western islands, still in sight. 
Latter part breeze continues, all sails set. Latitude by observation 
43.06, longitude in 5 1.00. 


13. First part calm, latter fine breeze, wind at E.S.E. Brig and sloop 
still in sight. Latter part fair breeze. All sails set. Latitude per observa- 
tion 42.53, longitude 53.35. 


14. Pleasant weather, fair breeze at S.E., after with thickish air. No 
observation, longitude in 55.58. 


15. Hard winds with squalls, latter moderate. Latitude per observa- 
tion 42:16, longitude 57.18. 


16. Small wind at S.W., smooth sea. At 3 a.M. calm with rain, at 
4 P.M. wind at N.E., no observation, longitude in 56.59. 


17. Small wind, large swell from S.W. At 10 calm Latitude per 
observation 42.1, longitude in 57.58. 


18. Fresh gale, wind at N.E. At 8 o’clock p.m. reeft topsails, at 12 
o'clock strong gale. At 6 p.m. wind at S., thick rain, under short sail, 
sea from S.E., No observation. Longitude in 62.9W. 


19. Small winds. Sea from all quarters, thick weather. At 8 o’clock 
P.M. strong gales, winds S.Wly. W. Handed topsails. At 4 o’clock 
A.M. handed foresail, lay by under mainsail. Latitude by observation 
42.55, longitude 62.45. 


20. Fresh wind. Reeft topsails, high sea from westward. Wind at 
W.S.W. Sounded in 70 fathom. At 12 o’clock wore ship to S.W. 
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Thick rain, wind at N.W., fresh gales, reeft topsails, fair weather. 
Latitude per observation 42.47, longitude 63.10. 


21. Fresh gale. Under reeft topsails. At 8 p.m. wore ship to North- 
ward, wind W.S.W. at 2 a.m. thick [fall] of rain. Wind S.S.W. At 
8 a.M. wore ship to Southward. Sounded in 80 fathoms. Fresh gales 
from N.W. Saw two schooners, one bound to Eastward, the other to 
Westward. Latitude per observation 42.31, longitude in 64.28. 


22. Fresh wind from N.W. High sea from Southward. A schooner 
in sight bound to windward. Latitude per observation 41.54, longitude 


In 65.43. 


23. Small winds. Sounded in 60 fathoms. At 8 spoke with a ship from 
Newburyport, told us Cape Cod bore 25 leagues distant west, having 
left it yesterday. a.m. and morn clear and very mild agreeable air, 
smooth sea, favorable wind, going 344 to 4 knots since yestermorn. 
p.M. fine favorable gale increases. Air somewhat chilly. Latitude per 
observation 42.18, longitude in 67.29. 


24. From 12 o’clock in preeceding night, a calm succeeded a fine 
wind from S.E., a run 80 miles. This day a dead calm, wind at S.S.W. 
At 8 o’clock evening before, thick rain. At 11 o’clock wind to west- 
ward; later part thick fog. At 3 o’clock clear sky, mild air, smooth 
sea. 14 knot gale, calm. At 12 o’clock cleared away. Observation 
latitude 42.34, longitude 65.27. Caught mackarel in p.M., mud and 
rockweed, seaweed and eel grass floated by us, face of water almost 
covered with feathers and logs. Saw Mother Cary’s chickens and gan- 
netts. 


25. Morn foggy, at 9 o’clock a.m. cleared away, first land dis- 
covered was Graves Rocks and Brewsters, within 4% mile of which 
we were, when first seen delightfully pleasant smooth sea, wind to 
southward. Saw a great many vessells to windward coming from 
Boston through broad sound and to Northward, bound to Salem &c. 
Passed light house in 2 hours and at 20 minutes after 3 o’clock set my 
foot on the end of Long Wharff in Boston in Massachusetts State, 
America, after an absence of 9 and little more than 5/12ths of a year 
occasioned by an execrable and never enough to be lamented civil war, 
excited by ambitious selfish wicked men here and in England, to the 
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disgrace, dishonour, disparagement, distress [4 lines crossed out] ex- 
tensive territories. By plunder and rapine, some few have accumulated 
wealth, but many more in numbers are greatly injured in their cir- 
cumstances; some have to lament over the wrecks of their departed 
wealth and estates; among which pitiable numbers is the writer of 
this, whose affairs by folly, vice, wickedness are sunk into irretrievable 
ruin. And this note concludes his journal this 26th day of September, 
1784 at Salem in New England. 
Samuel Curwen. 


[The next two pages of Curwen’s journal consist of Latin epigraphs. 
These are succeeded by the following, undated entry. | 


In my unhappy departure from my house on a Saturday P.o., the 
24th April 1775, I directed my wife immediately to dismiss a Negro 
man taken in on hire, and admit no other person in. This, I think, she 
promised, which however she violated by admitting that most worth- 
less of all sottish spendthrift miscreants Russell Wyer, that to my 
utter undoing I became acquainted with a year after, mot untill. 
Finding my residence at Philadelphia to be short, and that I must 
retreat elsewhere, the port being shut against New Englanders, and 
the roads unsafe but for furious Whig partisans, in an ill hour I de- 
termined to take passage for London, acquainting my wife and others, 
of my forced voyage by letter. Seeking another asylum not being 
agreeable to my wish, nor part of my original plan, to the former I 
expressed my desire that she would shut up the house and retreat by 
herself to her niece Mrs. Tyngs at Dunstable. According to my direc- 
tion she retreated there, for a fortnight only, leaving my house and 
effects, in direct contempt of my orders, to that said vagabond and 
continued him in her service till she and he had wantonly, stupidly, 
thoughtlessly, and as if by design, as some expressions fallen from her 
since my arrival home, I might be warranted to believe, wasted my 
whole trading stock amounting to I judge more than eighteen hun- 
dred pounds sterling in the course of seven years, and to add to my 
vexation and mortification since the worst of that she has taken upon 
the credit of my real estate goods of her nephew Thomas Russell of 
Boston and her niece Becky Russell’s husband Captain Cordis to the 
amount of near four hundred pounds sterling, which, after R [ussell] 
W|yer]’s base ungrateful infamous conduct known to them and all 
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the world except his besotted blind aunt, was such an unkind un- 
friendly treatment of me that cannot on any principle be justified, 
especially as Mr. Russell was well acquainted with his 1 incapacity, and 
thoughtlessness, folly, pride and extravagance and incapacity as he 
has since my arrival home told me in direct terms, had he been 
honest, capable and free from sottishness he would have taken him 
into his store and business. 

Being unsettled at Philadelphia and somewhat straitened in point of 
time I neglected to forward orders to Salem respecting the manage- 
ment of my affairs till my designed arrival in England. Within a few 
months after, I received a letter from said R[ussell] W[yer] and from 
a tenderness to my wife and a wish to gratify her overweening, ill 
placed and ill repaid fondness for and confidence in her base, un- 
worthy nephew, forebore to order him out from his Aunt’s residence 
and connection till roused a year or more into serious reflections on 
the imminent hazard my property was in by retaining such a lazy, 
proud, incapable, base, extravagant wretch in her service whose in- 
attention and disregard to the interest he had in his hands were such 
that as Mr. T[immins] assured me he disposed, even after orders 
received to the contrary, of sixty boxes of glass at 53/4 for which he 
might have received £5.12/ by which more than 60 £ sterling was 
lost to him and thirty pounds to me. The last mentioned price was the 
current price, as the article was very scarce and importation at an end. 

Upon this information and other advice I addressed letters to Mr. 
Thomas Russell of Boston, William Pynchon Esq. and Mr. Richard 
Ward of Salem, requesting them to take the care of the remains of my 
stock that sloth, folly and extravagance had not consumed but neither 
cared to interest themselves in my concerns nor wrote me a line on the 
subject. Finding the inefficacy of my application, and hearing re- 
peatedly discouraging reports of the waste and lessening [of] my 
stock and R[ussell] W[yer]’s stupid, lazy extravagant dissipation of 
my property I wrote him in peremptory terms to withdraw himself 
from my house, leave my business and hitch himself either to the army 
or navy for which alone he was fit. To be comanded, ordered and 
directed is his proper character. Together with this letter to him I 
wrote his Aunt representing the ruinous prospects before her, to 
neither of which he nor she paid any attention, but both continued in 
direct contempt of my orders and authority, he to waste and she to 
suffer it, as though both were determined to bring ruin and destruc- 
tion on herself and me. 
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The baseness and ingratitude of him, the folly stupidity and dis- 
ingenuity of her is almost unparalleled and hers since heightened by 
avowing in plain terms her right to do as she has done, that all I have 
was derived from her and her family, that I am worth no less than my 
hated marriage with her and that I am the sole cause of said R[ussell ] 
W [yer]’s ruin and that had it not been for me he would have been in 
as good credit and business as any one in Salem; four as abusive lyes 
and falsehoods as ever ingratitude suggested or the father of lyes in- 
vented. For more than % of thirty four years he has been supported 
at my table, lodged in my house, and provided for in every respect at 
my alone expense and cost, without a farthing of either to himself 
or Aunt and for 8 or 10 years retained in my service to please, humour 
and gratify a thankless woman contrary to my inclination and interest, 
often exprest to her, which through the whole progress, was produc- 
tive of distress to her and the unpleasant cause of many broils and 
much heart burning between us for truth of which I can refer to her- 
self. Were I to collect and exhibit the very many instances of in- 
gratitude and lying that miscreant R.W. has been guilty of to me in 
that long course of time it would be more than enough to convince 
the most scrupulous of his baseness, disregard to truth and justice, and 
a mind entirely destitute of every laudable principle. 

After disenabling himself by a continued series of baseness, dis- 
ingenuity, ingratitude, dishonesty, disregard to engagements and his 
own character, idleness, dissipation, inattention to business, gambling, 
whoring and fuddling he did in the course of about 18 months shut 
up his shop, became a bankrupt and out of 1200 £ sterling had only 
discharged about 300 /, leaving Mr. Hancock the present Governor 
of this State, to regret his own credulity in giving credit to any one of 
that worthless, proud, lazy, extravagant, shiftless family the Wyers, 
descendants of the late Captain in himself without reproach but whose 
offspring in the first and second degree are notoriously infamous. 
Two days before he was forced to shut up he came to me with a 
piteous tale of woe and by an injurious lye prevailed on me to become 
engaged for a debt of 30 £ sterling which he declared he would him- 
self discharge in a few days, having on my questioning his ability to 
pay his debts affirmed solemnly he was competent to pay 25/ in the 
pound when in event he could not raise 1/. This falsehood and abuse, 
notwithstanding, I received him irito my house, fed, lodged, warmed 
and mended for, and by my assiduous application by myself and by 
my friend Mr. John Timmins interest with Mr. H[ancock] after 
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many repeated refusals we obtained his enlargement and when with- 
out any friend, a farthing of money in his pocket or credit to procure 
goods to recommence business, out of tenderness to his Aunt my 
wife, I took him into my service again allowing him 50 £ a year, 
directly contrary to my inclination and for which weakness my in- 
terest then and since has severely smarted. 

This favorite of my wife’s as if restrained by no principle but a 
want of money, to buy rum, and furnish a whore or flourish away in 
a tavern, by craft became possessed of my desk and book closet, keys 
of the arch and a case filled with the choices of spirits, all of which 
without mercy he has rumaged, plundered, stript of every valuable 
[z word]. Some valuables in the house which his all commanding 
influence over his foolishly weak fond Aunt indulged him to take 
and dispose, very probably without account as to make him easy and 
happy seemed to be her only object, he without the least attention to 
her future support wasted whatever he could grasp within his clutches 
till want stared them in the face and even then she with the utmost 
difficulty was prevailed with to suffer him to depart though not with- 
out violent hysteric fits on the arrival of my positive orders attended 
with threats, for which my character stands impeached among our 
neibours as a cruel husband in driving away a vermin that had con- 
sumed almost every particle of my substance. 

And I entertain not the least doubt the villanous intention of that 
miscreant was to have fastened on his Aunt till he wasted every farth- 
ing and when the property and her credit was over, to have deserted 
her to rags, shame and dependance, nor was hers less favourable to 
my interest, if the more than one expression from her mouth means 
anything, that she wants not a farthing to be left at her death, not 
being at all desirous the Wards should have any, presuming, as 1s 
natural, my only niece should have some mark and proof of con- 
sanguinity and affection. 

Toa wife I owe the loss of my dear nephew and niece and the com- 
pleat ruin of my worldly substance. However, her character may 
stand in the world let it stand unimpeached for all me. Respecting my 
self she has proved worse than worthless, even pernicious, fatal, con- 
temptible and detestable, but this to my nearest connections for 
whose inspection only, [intend it. 


Friday, June 10, 1785. Memorandum. After passing the interval 
between 26 day of September 1784 and the tenth day of June, 1785 
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about 10 o'clock p.m. when, for the first time, since about 5 o'clock 
P.M. 07 a Saturday April 24, 1775, | unwilling left my house, effects 
and friends in a deplorably unhappy manner; 1 again departed, pre- 
suming never more to repossess my late estate nor effects and twill be 
well if any part of them shall revert, and am this day June roth at ¥, 
past 4 o’clock p.m. going on board the ship Astrea accompanied only 
by Mr. Ward, intending for London, where and in the country or at 
least in some foreign parts, I must in the 7oth year of my age spend 
the remainder of my days. 
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Appendix 


To Judge Jonathan Sewall, 2 August 1785 


No. 3 Salisbury Court Fleet Street 
London the 2d August 1785 
My very Dear Sir 
... Respecting my late estate in America I am in no better condi- 
tion than Lot was in going out of Sodom, when looking back he saw 
his houses and effects destroyed by fire; was his Wife as worthless 
as mine has proved, he was happy in leaving her a senseless stock on 
the road. Would to God I could do the same with mine, or see her 
converted into a meaner substance—no matter what where or how 
she may be so that the accursed matrimonial manacle was broken to 
pieces and all legal connection dissolved... 
Your affectionate friend and obedient 
Humble Servant 
Judge Sewell Bristol 


To Richard Ward, 16 September 1785 


London the 16th September 1785 
then lodging at No. 3 Salisbury Court Fleet Str. 
Mr. Ward: 

... You are not at liberty to add one more book to her library 
except a thick 8vo bible having Abigail Russell 1750 (Would to God 
it had never been altered to Curwen,) wrote in the first blank leaf with 
her late fathers Daniel Russell Esqre’s own name . . . The marriage 
shackle that unhapply linkt her to me is now to all intents and pur- 
poses broken. I therefore consider myself free from all obligation to 
contribute in the smallest degree to her maintenance, nor between 
you and me shall hereafter willingly advance a grey groat .. . Should 
she obstinately resolve to live and die at Salem though that period 
notwithstanding her hystericy habit will be more distant than mine, 
whenever it may arrive tis my express and peremptory order, com- 
mand and injunction on my heirs, that on no consideration her dead 
body be entombed with my late niece or any of my family being 
unwilling that her dust should be mixt with that of a family to which 
she bore such enmity and hatred. I know not wether I may not wish 
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to have my own ashes conveyed and there deposited; should the design 
be executed and I should not be a little deranged in the Resurrection 
morning to find A.C. starting up by my side, for I am very sure 
however I may forgive I cannot wholly forget the wrongs she has 
done me, and to be put out of sorts at a season so solemn and important, 
is too mortifying a thought to indulge. 


To Judge Jonathan Sewall, 14 December 1785 


No. 3 Salisbury Court, Fleet Street 
the 14 December 1785 
My Dear Sir 

...’ Tis with reluctance I touch on the following subject. You are 
to judge if it will serve my character, if not, stifle it. So vexatious and 
provoking are the circumstances of my wrongs, and the surly stupid 
insulting answers received from A [bigail] C[urwen] you will excuse 
writing the name at large that being to be the future designation for 
reasons better communicated by word of mouth than in Alphabetic 
characters (Litora scripta manet) to such questions as the deplorable 
derangement of my affairs seemed to require, that I dare appeal to any 
competent candid impartial person, of justice, truth and delicacy even 
had my treatment of her been harsh, which however is false as in- 
gratitude ever suggested, or the Father of lies devised. She herself, 
during my residence had frequently, nay always, declared to the 
contrary, to her friends and intimates, whatever her declarations, since 
my absence may have been, perhaps with a change of circumstances 
and new connexions, she may have changed her note, nor should, I 
wonder at it. A certain young Lady of an excellent understanding 
and fine heart, not unkown to you, but whose name I dare not men- 
tion, nor the circumstances by which I had an opportunity of know- 
ing her opinion, told me freely and voluntarily on being askt to give 
it honestly and without disguise that A.C. had not the least right to 
unknown [7 word], to complain of ill usage from me but live as com- 
fortably as she pleased though she seemed determined to make her- 
self wretched. She further said A.C.’s behaviour had, she was sorry 
to say, lowered her opinion of her. This Y.L. had peculiar advantages 
for informing her judgment and was her profest friend. I could pro- 
duce 2 females, not partial to me, whose evidence, was it proper to 
exhibit, would present a picture that would make you wonder at my 

forbearance, but no more on this topic. 
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A.C, wanted the fondness and indulgence she had before experi- 
enced but instead of the foregoing which I must have been endued 
with more than stoical apathy and indifference or stupidity to go 
through the disgustful drudgery of, and a gross dissembler in the 
bargain, which you very well know is abhorent to my nature. In truth 
I confess, I treated her with distance, with reserve, with coldness, and 
if that must be denominated cruelty and ill usage, I must even plead 
guilty, and be content to bear the reproaches I justly incurred. But 
I would fain hope that I am not under the delusion of self deceit when 
I say I do confidently rely on an acquittal by every dispassionate, and 
truly sympathetic mind after considering what follows. 

The day of my return to my late gloomy abode in Salem was Sunday 
Sept. 26 at 4 past 2 o’clock p.m. and though I had been expected for 
2 or 3 hours, on my arrival, not having dined, a cold repast was set 
before me for my welcome, of half a roast chicken and part of a cold 
indian pudding. On entering the house a superficial glance exhibited 
such a view as struck me dumb. Not a question, however, issued from 
my lips till the next morning I asked for the keys of my Study, as my 
book closet was called, and also the keys of my D. & B.C. These were 
surrendered up but with such reluctance as seemed to denote a doubt 
of my right to demand them. Finding but one key for the D. & B.C. 
I enquired for the other—there is no other—then the other is lost— 
there never was but one—I sware replied I, there always was 2 when I 
had the keeping of them—you intend to kill me said she—and then 
instantly betook herself off, as is but too usual with her, to a laudable 
fit of hysterics, which with Mrs. C.’s assistance, whose help was soon 
called for and the maidservant and mine, in 2 hours we brought her to 
a tolerable degree of composure. This is a brief but true relation of 
the first hysteric fit. It would, I am sure, have [7 word] you, notwith- 
standing the seeming, perhaps real, distress of the patient could you 
have been an eye witness of the address she cunningly used to pro- 
duce a tenderness in one for her, which, I confess with shame com- 
pelled me to act an hypocritical part and in truth I dissembled what 
I did not feel but her after games were not successful. 

The 2d hysterics was the next day. On not observing the key in the 
keeping room closet door, I enquired for it, she replied she did not 
know where it was; not suspecting but that it might be recovered, I 
called the maid servant. She interposed and said ’twas lost. Rummage 
the closet said I and see if it cant be found there, wondering at the 
strangeness of the event, as it had remained for 12 or 15 years from 
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the furnishing the room to my departure in the door, and was never 
missing in that space. This seeming contradiction operated so strongly 
on her, though uttered without respecting her, that another Hysteric 
came on, in the same manner and was ended as yesterday. 

I mention these 2 instances as samples; 50 more at least could be 
brought to light during my residence with her, that arose from as 
small causes or less, though in 19 out of 20 I the innocent undesigning 
cause and which could I have foreseen would have been avoided. But 
in her and her intimates language I have been accused as the guilty 
cause. The plain truth is she gave herself up to a foolish childish over- 
weening expectation, that I must never say or never do anything but 
what I ought to foresee would not be unpleasing to her; by which art- 
ful manoevre she intended to preclude all enquiry into her infamous 
mismanagement. Her design, however, was too superficial. I often 
thought of the proverb—Old birds are not caught [2 words] but my 
precaution answered no useful purpose, for whether she was artful 
or ignorant, I never obtained the knowledge of one single fact from 
her. 

I suspect and did then, that of some things she was really ignorant, 
of others purposely so, and of others disingenously withheld informa- 
tion. After going over the house I was naturally led to put some 
questions to her about some of my best furniture missing. The un- 
satisfactory answers she made disposed me to doubt wether she had 
been drowsy, or absent or insane during the whole of my absence. 
Since, I have had reasons to account for her mismanagement from 
other causes as you were at that time. In my mind I was then struck 
with astonishment. I am equally so now but for different reasons. 

A few days after I askt her how she could see the stock daily wast- 
ing, and a rapid decline, and no recruit or supplies coming in, without 
reflecting that all, at the present rate will soon be gone. She replied, 
she did not perceive it. Did you not sometimes enter the shop and 
warehouse? Yes. Is it possible you did not perceive fewer and fewer 
goods every succeeding month. No. "Tis incredible, said I, you 
couldn’t be so inattentive. She accused me of cruelty in supposing 
her false. Could you or you, or you, do less. You have seen an end of 
my measures, what is now to be done. Sell your house and land, that 
must be done to discharge the debts you have contracted with the aid 
of your dear Cousin. Mr. Russell, said she, dont want the house 
whilst you are living. I confess, said I, I should have been glad to have 
kept the House, the only remains of my patrimony. O you are mighty 


Appendix 1039 


solicitous to keep the house and land for the Wards, but there is no 
necessity for that, nor dol want they should have it. 

This last answer, with one I have heard she uttered in my absence 
which I have from undoubted authority, that she had rather Russell 
W yer should (have? | the whole of the estate than Mrs. Ward and her 
Children should have any part of it, which justify a belief that it was 
the first and strongest motive in her mind in granting him an un- 
bounded liberty to throw away my property. On questioning her 
why she could be so cruel to me in depriving me of the means of 
living, she replied, she had done nothing but what I have a right to do; 
all you had was mine and was derived from my family, and you are 
now worth as much as when we married. All of which were false- 
hoods of the blackest hue. To the first I replied: Right! pray had you 
a right to ruin your husband, a very uncommon species of right truly, 
not to be found in any of our law books. But supposing you had a 
right to spend and waste all my substance, where was the credit, the 
wisdom, the prudence, by the exercise of your right which you 
claim, you have deprived me not only but also yourself, for you have 
entirely taken from me the ability to maintain you. O you need not 
trouble yourself about me, Cozen Tommy says I shall never want. It 
seems then said I, you are happy to have a Cozen to support you, but 
who will take the charge of an old man of 70 years of age. I have 
no Cozen to apply to. After this declaration, please lay aside all 
pretence of regard to your husband. Every person who shall hear of 
this, wont easily be persuaded into a belief that there is much affection 
in your breast; I am sure if he does he must have an uncommon degree 
of faith. In answer to you are worth as much now as when we mar- 
ried | replied, I am not worth a farthing now, was I worth nothing 
then. You must know that to be false, but suppose it. Is it not better to 
have a little property at my death, than want before. NO says she to 
leave it to persons that wont thank me. But, replied I, to let a worth- 
less, unthankful miscreant waste ones property in fuddling and whore- 
ing, and then when all is spent by him to be treated rudely and dis- 
respectfully, as I am credibly informed he did you, is, doubtless, a 
more eligible alternative. If he is worthless, said she, his ruin may be 
laid at your door, for had it not been for his doing your business he 
might have been in as good circumstance as any person in Salem; for 
example said I his squandering in cards though principally in fuddling 
8 or goo £ sterling out [of] 1200 £ that John Hancock trusted him 
with in 18 months [7 word]. 
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This assertion I acknowledge does not offend—it astonishes me 
the baseness, the ingratitude, the falsehood! Hell itself cannot furnish 
a greater nor more abusive instance! That Russell Wyer has been at 
different times for 8 or ro [years?] in my service is true, and my 
till or shop draw loudly proclaims the truth by its sufferings. O had 
it a tongue to utter articulate sound. Is it equally true, that it was 
contrary to my inclination, my judgment, my intelligence, and my 
knowledge that it was so. You know I ever dispised him and viewed 
him as lazy, ignorant, incapable and dishonest; and would fain have 
rid my house and the town of him, but your obstinancy and his 1m- 
pudence bore down my resolution, though twice I gained a conquest 
and got him out of my house and at times at the expense of your tears, 
reproaches, complaints of cruelty, and hysteric fits, the last resort of 
female influence and oratory, and which to my undoing has been at 
the long run but too successfully practised. You know my opinion of 
him through the whole course of his service in the capacity of ’prentice 
and shopman was the above cause of the frequent heart burnings and 
misunderstandings between us. You know that for more than 20 
years he had been a burthen to me which neither you nor your rela- 
tions had any right to expect and now, you and he having exhausted 
the fountain, I am reproached with what right to have excited ac- 
knowledgments and thanks. To conclude, your whole conduct and 
opinions seem inconsistent, and you have proved yourself a proper 
Patroness of such a worthless miscreant. 

Excuse a short detail of my trials by this z2mocent injured character, 
which is to close this tedious scrawl. Perhaps you will hardly credit 
it that for months after my arrival, though my niece regularly sent 
into my table from her own for 5 or 6 days in the week a plate, yet 
A.C. regularrly refused to taste a mouthful. After some days I en- 
quired the cause. She evaded in her answer. At length after a [2 
words | at last I freely told her, it had a revengeful malicious appear- 
ance. That reproach stung her, and she profest her reason was that Mrs. 
Ward did not send it in to her, nor meant she should have any of 
it. | asked her why she thought so, she replied If she meant that I shall 
have any she would send it to me, and I have no right to eat your 
vittells. I told her the observation was peevish childish and groundless, 
and that it was meant for both, and endeavoured to persuade her to eat 
to no effect. I then requested Mrs. Ward whenever she sent into our 
house to send it particularly to her Aunt, which from that time she 
ever did except through forgetfulness, however, she afterwards often 


Appendix 1041 


declined to touch any and not infrequently gave it up to the maid 
before my face. And though my niece dresses food and serves it up 
and makes paste puddings and cakes better than most, and equal to any 
in that Town, the constant preference of all others to her, was, as you 
may well think not a little grating to my ears, though it never pro- 
duced a more harsh reflection than you are determined to condemn my 
neice at all events. I am as good a judge as you and I solemnly declare 
I have tasted in no house in Salem better relished and seasoned din- 
ners, soups sauces and gravys, nor richer nor better tasted pies pud- 
dings and tarts and cakes in any house in Salem, nor near so good in 
the main, nor equal in any respect at the table of 2 or 3 of your 
favourites. She was often sent for to my Nieces and always came but 
sat like a mumchance not uttering a word, nor an answer hardly be 
squeezed out of her lips. Whenever Russell Wyer’s name was men- 
tioned in company, on my discovering an impatience or contempt she 
never failed to make a comparison not to my Advantage, which 
however provoking, produced nothing more than a contemptuous 
smile, never a verbal answer. 

If you cant read this through, I shan’t wonder, should your patience 
reach to the end I fancy you will be ready to sing Te Deum for nes 
safely got through the taedium of this heavy lengthy scrawl . . . Sir 
your friend and most obedient Servant. 

Judge Sewell 
No. 48 Princes Str. 
Bristol 


NOTE ON THE INDEX 


The index covers volumes I and II of The Journal of Samuel Curwen, 
Loyalist; page numbers in italics refer to volume II. 

All entries are related to Curwen (although no separate entry appears 
under his name), that is, “correspondence with” implies Curwin’s corre- 
spondence with, “companion to” refers exclusively to Curwen, “visit to” is 
Curwen’s visit, and so forth. 

Mr. Curwen’s nearly constant use of surnames only, preceded by Mr., 
Mrs., or Miss, made the task of indexing the Journal difficult. Every effort 
has been made by the editor to supply given names, but where none was 
available, entries of individuals have been made followed by place of resi- 
dence and, if possible, occupation. When there was doubt as to the identi- 
fication of persons with the same surname, each has been listed separately. 
The task of identification thus passes to the reader. 

Mr. Curwen’s spelling of proper names was frequently inconsistent. Where 
possible, the normal spelling has been supplied followed by Curwen’s spelling 
in parentheses, for example, Cheddar (Chedder) Cliffs; in many cases names 
such as Follet or Follett have had to be indexed according to Curwen’s spell- 
ing. Occasionally persons were referred to by initials or nicknames. All of 
these have been parenthetically recorded following the standard spellings. 

Variant spellings of proper names have been cross-referenced to what is 
believed to be the correct spellings. Brackets around [s] indicate some 
ambiguity as to whether a surname is singular or plural. Subentries are ar- 
ranged in order of appearance except in few cases where an alphabetical 
arrangement seemed more logical, for example, Churches and Meeting Houses 
and Coffee Houses. 

As will be seen, Curwen occasionally wrote backwards in the Journal. 
Though no mention has been made of this in the index, nearly all of his 
backward sentences relate to his illnesses or treatment of them. 


Index 


Abbot, Mrs. (Exeter), 441 
Abbotsbury, visit to, 481-483 

Abel, Mr. (London), 868, 880, 886, 900 
Abington, Mrs. (actress), 320 

Abney, Lady (late, of Newington), 


95, 96 

Abney, Mrs. (daughter of Lady Ab- 
ney, Newington), 112, 167 

Abney, Mrs. (farmhouse of, Birming- 
ham), 214 

Abney, Sir Thomas (portrait of, 
Newington), 96 

Abrams (Miss, Mrs.?) (fidler, Lon- 
don), 729 

Adams, John, 8, 102n13 

Adams, Samuel, 8, 86 

Adams, Mr. (minister, Dartmouth), 
464 

Addington, William (London), 52 

Aislabu, Mr. (Bristol), 304, 305 

Aldridge, Captain (Bristol), 675 

Aldridge, Captain (Nova Scotia), 225 

Alexander, Mr. (barber, London), 
935 

Alfred, Prince, death of, 852 

Alfred (King, the Great), Tower of, 
231-232 

Allen, Mr. (late, of Bath), 237-238 

_ Allen (Allyn), Mr. (clerk to Secre- 
tary of State), 864, 867, 904, 982 

Allowance (received at Treasury), 
677, 741, 712, 792, 804, 806, 826, 
846, 861-862, 864, 865, 866, 869, 
895, 896, 901, 912, 917, 918, 930, 
9335 951, 956, 974, 982, 994, 995; 
1008, 1009-1010; petition for agent 
(quoted), 7006-1007; agent granted 
(quoted), 1013. See also Relief 

Almadavar, Count (Spanish Ambas- 
sador), 535, 539 

Altham, Justice (Squire), wall of, 140 

Alton, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 594 

Alva, Duke of, 662 

Am., Mr. (London), 105 

America: Great Britain’s proposal to 

overn, 822; peace with, 957 

American Club (debating society, 
London), 71-72, 74, 79 

American high treason bill, 303-304 

American oil, customs refusal of, 966 


American Revolution: companies 
formed in Philadelphia, 4-5; 
events of May 1775 reported at 
sea, 14-15; destruction of pro- 
vincials by Grenadiers, 36; ru- 
mored suicide of Lord North, 41; 
Curwen’s letters concerning, 70n4, 
92n7, 418n; Bunker Hill, 91; siege 
of Quebec, 91, 157, 164, 168, 174; 
a Londoner’s viewpoint of, 113; 
abandoning of Boston by English, 
154; and American Navy, 172; 
and New York and New Lon- 
don, 199-200; Lord North and 
Sir William Meredith on, 218; de- 
feat of provincials before Crown 
Point, 219; capture of New York 
City, 256-257, 261, 262, 265; Gen- 
eral Burgoyne and Lake Cham- 
plain, 273, 274; defeat of provin- 
cials at Kingsbridge, 277, 283, 
284, 285, 286, 289; rumored sur- 
render of Washington, 290-291; 
capture of Fox, 381-382, 394; ru- 
mored capture of Philadelphia, 
397; rumored capture of Wash- 
ington, 4o1; General Howe’s ex- 
pedition, 404; General Burgoyne’s 
surrender, 418n, 420; Admiral 
Keppel’s fleet, 453, 457, 470, 478; 
Admirals d’Estaing and Byron, 
535, 544; capture of Charleston, 
566, 609, 639; siege of Boston, 
570; Cape St. Vincent, 593; Ad- 
miral Rodney, 593, 597, 801, 831, 
832, 994; Arnold’s withdrawal, 
688-689; Major André, 695-696; 
anniversary of battle of Lexing- 
ton, 826; defeat of Admiral de 
Grasse, 831; Commodore Eliot, 
879; treatment of prisoners, 904- 
905; peace proclaimed, 957; men- 
tioned, 85-86, 98-99, 101, 102-103, 
382, 393, 394, 648, 832. See also 
Arnold, Benedict; Burgoyne, 
John; Howe, Sir William; Wash- 
ington, George 

Ames, Mr. (Charlton), 227, 233, 235, 
242, 245 

Ames, Mr. (Sidmouth), 206, 207, 533 
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Ames, Mrs. (Sidmouth), 206, 207, 208, 
279, 533 

Amherst, General Jeffrey, 112 

Amory, John, 314 

Andover, race grounds at, 187 

André, Major John, 695-696 

Ansley, Mr. (London), 118, 957 

Anstis, Mr. (Bridport), 490-491, 492 

Antiquarian Society (London), 46, 
905 

Apthorp, The Reverend East, 84, 179 

Arbuthnot, Admiral, 534 

Arbuthnot, Miss (Bristol), 594, 615 

Archer, Mr. (his Netherhall farm), 
151 

Arden, Mr., Lectures of (Exeter), 
$13, 514, 515, 527 

Armstrong, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 
614 

Arnold, Benedict, 157, 285, 292, 394, 
533, 536N2, 688, 695 

Arnold, Mr. (minister, Exeter), 198 

Arundel, Lord, 229 

Ashbourn, visit to, 354 

Ashe, Robert (London), 49 

Aspden (Aspdin), Matthias (Phila- 
delphia), 358, 361, 362, 796 

Astley’s riding entertainment (Lon- 
don), 67, 665, 923, 943 

Atkins, Gibb (Boston), 873, 884, 919 

Atkinson, Mr. (London), 912 

Atkinson, Mr. and Mrs. (Boston), 748 

Atwood, Mrs. (landlady, London), 
784, 787, 789, 792, 794, 796, 802, 
812, 818, 822, 824, 828, 835, 849, 
910, 927 

Atwood, Miss (daughter), 792, 824, 
849 

Auctions: Taylor’s Hall, 594; 
Cherry’s, 598; Speck’s, 695; at 
Snow Hill, 699; Mr. Hutchins’, 
726, 808, 811, 812, 878; Craw- 
ford’s, 732; Gerrard’s (Gar- 
rard’s), 732, 733, 735, 750, 863; at 
Lambeth, 762; L. and S., 878, 
819, 825, 828, 897; Besenger’s, 860; 
Mayne’s (the Banker), 860; 
Wedgewood’s, 887; Paterson sale 
room, 900, 901; Gathercock’s, 916 

Avercan, Mr. (lodgings of, Bristol), 
643N2 

Axminster, visits to, 411-412, 473 

Ayers, Mr. (chaplain, Exmouth), 559 


B., Mr. S. (Sidmouth), 454 
Blillegiblejetton, Mr. (Quaker, 
Birmingham), 213, 214 


Index 


Bth., B. (lately arrived in Bristol), 


573 

Babson, Captain (New England), 510 

Bache, Mr. (Birmingham), 343 

Bagot, Dr. (Bishop of Bristol), 892 

Bailey, Mr. (horseshoe manufacturer, 
near Bristol), 407 

Bainbridge, George (attorney, Lon- 
don), 1013, 1014, 1016 

Baker, Brother (Mason, London), 771 

Baker, Farmer (Mendip), 242 

Balch, Nathaniel (London), 41, 52, 
60, companion on country tour, 
13c09 

Ball, Elias (letter to, concerning sale 
of clothing), 5677 

Bampfield, Sir Charles Warwick 
(heir, Exeter), 534 

Bampfield (Bampfylde), Sir Richard 
(the late, of Exeter), 202, 257, 
534 

Bancroft, Francis, tomb of, 131 

Bancroft, Mr. (Lord Mayor’s 
Officer), 89-90 

Banks, Sir Joseph (president, Royal 
Society), 905 

Banks, Mr. (Castleton), 356 

Baring, Mr. (politician, Exeter), 257- 
258, 263, 264-265, 266, 267, 269, 
303 

Barker, Mr. (minister, London), 79 

Barlow, Canon (minister, Exeter), 
435-436 

Barnard, The Reverend Thomas, Jr. 
(London): correspondence with, 
37, 38n20, 49-50, 76, 92N9, 93, 172, 
659, 741; his letter to Isaac Smith, 
77 

Barnard, see Bernard, Sir Francis 

Barnardiston, Mr. (London), 139 

Barnes, Mr. (Bristol), 376, 377, 382, 
385, 386, 393, 395, 404, 405, 408, 
566, 572, 576, 580, 588, 592, 594, 
595, 601, 607, 615; at London, 720, 
721, 723, 726, 728 

Barnes, Mrs. (Bristol), 378, 382, 565, 
594, 615 

Barnes, Mr. (engraver, London), 657, 
660, 998 

Barnett, Dr. (London), 907 

Barrell, Colborn, 41 

Barrington, Lord, on American Rev- 
olution, 287 

Barrow, James (minister, London), 
129 

Barrow, Mr. (English merchant, Bil- 
boa), 500 
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Barry, Mrs. (Mrs. B.) (actress), 97, 


99, 320 
Bartlet, Mr. (Topsham [Topshire]), 

451, 456, 534, 538 
Bartlet, Mr. (young, of Salem, in 

London), 941, 943, 945, 948, 949, 


956, 989, 991 992, 994, 995, 1000 
Barton, Dr. (Dean of Bristol), 657 


Barton, Mrs. (lodgings of, Man- 
chester), 363 

Basadt, Mr. (London), 964 

Basholt, Dr. (London), 930 

Basingstoke, visit to, 187 

Basnet, Mr. (London), 934, 941 

Batchellor, Captain (Beverly, 
Mass.? ), 1076 

Bath, visits to, 236-238, 311, 380, 584- 
585, 650 

Bathurst, Earl, 42 

Beando, Mr. (Bilboa), 501 

Bearpacker, Mrs. (fellow lodger, 
Bristol), 598, 599 

Beasely, Mr. (controller, Exeter), 285 

Beaufort, Duke of, 374-375, 385, 397 

Beaufort, Duchess of, 374-375, 376 

Beer, visits to, 411, 509 

Belcher, Jonathan, 25 

Bell, Mr. (distiller, London), 975 

Benson, Francis (Salem), 472 

Berkley, Lord, 229 

Bernard (Barnard), Sir Francis, 115, 


338 

Berry, John (London), 52, 53, 54, 75, 
112, 163, 784, 785 

Berry, Mr. (brother of John), 53, 54 

Berry, Mr. (minister, Crediton [Cre- 
dition]), 207, 209, 418, 437n5, 438, 
43907, 442, 446, 456 

Best, Mr. (Bible quoter, London), 
920 

Bett’s circulating library (London), 
939 

Bicester, visit to, 340 

Bickerton, Mr. (London), 669, 672, 
681, 796, 917, 949 

Bigland, Mr. (Garter King of Arms), 
144, 319, 870 

Bill, John (London), 1073 

Billingsley, Mr. (clothier, Shepton 
Miser). 233,235, 230, 237, 245; 
543 

Bing, Mr. (minister, Birmingham), 


344 
Birch, Mr. (shoemaker, London), 
987 
Birch, Mr. (landlord, London), 8s5o 
Birmingham, visits to, 211-223, 342- 
349 


Blackburn, Mr. (London), 779 

Blackman (Blackburne), Mr. (Lon- 
don), 161 

Blackstone, Sir William (Judge), 27, 
156; Commentaries on the Laws 
of England, 113 

Blair, Dr. (sermons of), 947, 975 

Blasdon, Mr. (purser, Cygnet man of 
war), 304 

Bliss, Jonathan (J. Bl.): identified, 70; 
companion in London, 74, 79n, 
82, 84, 87, 105, 108, 114, 126-127, 
132; and New England Club, 
I1I-112 

Blizzard, Mr. (Antigua), 161, 164, 
168, 176 

Blowers, Sampson Salters: identified, 
112n4,; companion in London, 
ITI-112, 160, 166, 176, 181, 318 

Blowers, Mrs. Sampson Salters (Lon- 
don), 166, 176 

Blyth (Blythe), Mr. (minister, 
Birmingham), 342, 349 

Blyth, Mrs. (the late, of Plymouth), 
305 

Boaz, Herman (magician, Newton 
Bushel), 466-468, 479-480 

Bobbins, Tim, Lancashire dialect, 366 

Bodleian Library, Oxford, 336-337 

Boldfinch, Mr. (clothier, Shepton 
Mallet) 245 

Bolingbroke, Lord: on James I, 275; 
on Charles I and Laud, 278 

Bolton and Fothergill’s home and 
works (Birmingham), 217, 218- 
219, 348 

Bond, Mr. (of Gentleman’s Maga- 
zine), 70 

Bonner, Bishop (London), 765 

Books (pamphlets, journals, etc.), 
read by Curwen: Burney, Fanny, 
Cecilia, 976, 977, and Evelina, 
977; Chalmers, James, Plain 
Truth ..., 167; Chandler, Rich- 
ard, Travels in Asia Minor, 296; 
Humphrey, Clinker, 675; Corn- 
aro, Lewis, Discourses on a Sober 
and Temperate Life, 31n11; 
Deane, Silas, letters ‘““To the Free 
and Virtuous Citizens of Amer- 
ica,” 522; Dodsley, Robert, An- 
nual Register, 855, 883, and 
Sermons, 555; Emerson, William, 
Tracts, 539 and n3; Farmer, 
Hugh, An Inquiry Into... 
Christ’s Temptation in the 
Wilderness, 426; Goldsmith, 
Oliver, The Hermit (in Vicar of 
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Books (cont.) 
Wakefield), 569; Gray, Thomas, 
Churchyard Elegy, 590; Guide 
through Bath, 568; Harris, Wil- 
liam, An Account of the Life 
and Writings of James the 
First. in.n, 270,4273=274, 275-276; 
Hartley, David (the younger), 
Letters on the American War, 
519, 520; Johnson, Samuel, The 
Flistorys of eihasselasag wan, 5675 
Lloyd’s Evening Post, 139, 164; 
London Chronicle, 279, 548n3; 
London Evening Post, 555, 556, 
557, 560; Mackenzie, Henry, The 
Man of Feeling, 946; |March- 
bank?], Comedy of English, 795; 
Marmontel[?], Jean Francois, 
Contes Moraux, 795; Memoirs 
of the Court of Portugal 
(pamphlet), 271-272; Milton, 
John, Paradise Lost, 115; 
Montagu, Elizabeth, essay on 
Writings and Genius of Shake- 
spear, 975, 976; The Motley 
Assembly a farce (pamphlet), 
566; Observations on American 
Revolution, publ. by Committee 
of Congress, 545; Osterwald’s 
Bible, 68-69; Paine, Thomas, 
Common Sense, 167; Petrarch’s 
Life, 570, 571; Price, Richard, 
Observations on... Civil 
Liberty ...and... War with 
America, 133-134, 445; Protest 
Magazine, 605; Ray, John, A Col- 
lection of English Proverbs ..., 
69; Remembrancer (journal? ), 
520, 544; Robertson, William, 
History of America, 971, and 
History of Scotland, 572; Say’s 
Weekly Journal (The Crafts- 
man), 93, 104, 128, 660, 807, 878, 
879, 881, 899, 1015, 1016, 1018; 
Sharp, Samuel, Letters from 
Italy ..., 263-264; Sketches of 
Nature (satire), 577; Smith, Pro- 
vost, Oration on the Quebec 
Heroes, 167; Sterne, Lawrence, 
Letters of Yorick to Eliza, 557; 
Thomson (Thompson), James, 
The Seasons, 431; Wraxall, Sir 
Nicholas, travels of, 572; Young, 
Arthur, A Six Month’s Tour 
Through the North of England, 
320 

Booksellers (Bookstores), visits to: 
John Donaldson’s, 31; [Rocky? ] 


Booksellers (cont.) 
Davis, 41; Alexander Donaldson’s, 
43, 90; Mr. Payne’s, 70; John- 
son’s, 133-134, 662, 673; Mr. 
Towers’, 145; Mr. Donaldson’s, 
164; Mr. Sewell’s (Sewall, 
Sowell), 317, 767, 855, 871; 
Cadell’s 569, 570, 571, 600, 603, 
605, 611, 618; Mr. Priddon’s, 
663; Dodsley’s, 883 

Borland, Anna (Vassall), 137, 409 

Borland, John, 92, 599, 606, 740 

Botterly (Bottely), Mr. (watch chain 
maker, Birmingham), 222, 343 

Bottetourt, Lord (seat of, Bristol), 
576 

Bourne, Mr. (Halifax), 140, 172, 178, 
181, 210-211, 225 

Boutineau, Mr. (Bristol), 377 

Bowditch, Captain Joseph, 302 

Bowdoin, James (Massachusetts), 
85ni2 

Bowes, Mr. (Manchester), 367 

Bowles, Squire (Crown glass manu- 
facturer of, London), 181 

Bowles, Mr. (London), 934 

Boyce, Dr. (composer, Exeter), 197- 
198 

Boylston, John, 29, 49, 210, 596 

Boylston (Boyleston, Boylestone), 
Ward Nicholas (W.B.): identi- 
fied, 40; companion in London, 
43, 48, 61, 62, 63-64, 68, 69-70, 71, 
76-85 passim, 140, 141-142, 144- 
146, 166-167; at Bath, 238; cor- 
respondence with, 397 

Boylston, Mrs. Ward, 80 

Bradley, Mrs. (Mrs. B.) (London), 
88, 98, 99, 100, 102, 140 

Brailsford, Mr. (hosier, lodgings of, 
Exeter), 494-495, 510, 512, 568 

Brailsford, Mrs. (lodgings of, Exeter), 
496, 510, 512, 556, 568 

Brand, Mr. (London), 972, 985 

Brand, Mrs. (London), 975, 983, 985 

Brand, Miss (London), 974 

Brattle, Major Thomas, 165 

Bray, Mr. (housekeeper, London), 


159 
Breakneck Stairs, London, 105 
Breslaw, Mr. (magician, London), 
138 
Bretland, Betsey, see Parminter, Mrs. 
Bretland, Joseph (Mr. B.) (dissenting 
minister, Exeter): identified, 198; 
companion in Exeter, 252, 261, 
265, 278, 279, 282, 287, 288, 290, 291, 
292, 293, 294, 296, 298, 418-445 


Bretland, Joseph (cont.) 

passim, 448, 458, 459, 469, 470, 
472, 478, 511, 512, 513, 514, 518- 

542 passim, $45, 547, 549, S51, 562; 
correspondence with, 334n, 54873, 
553, 560, 666, 680, 711, 714, 719, 
742, 921, 943, 1015 

Bretland, Mr. (the elder, Exeter), 
294, 430, 442 

Bretland, Mrs. (Mrs. B., B’ld.) (land- 
lady, Exeter), 256, 416, 417, 418, 
420, 426, 429, 432, 434, 435, 437, 
439» 441, 442, 443, 445, 448, 451, 
454, 458, 459, 468, 469, 471, 477, 

478, 494, 511, 512 

Bretland, Sally (S.B.) (Exeter), 198, 
291, 437, 513, 564, 581; correspon- 
dence with, 206, 315n7, 377n, 
448n, 922, 925 

Bretland, Susan (Exeter), 278, 299, 
301 

Bretland, Miss (Exeter), 428, 437, 442 

Brewer, Mr. (former governor of 
Bermuda), 852 

Bridgenorth (Bridgeworth), visits to, 
619-620, 640-641 

Bridget, Jordan and Murrel (founders 
of old priory), 725 

Bridgewater, Duke of: canal of, 363, 
364, 625, 641; coal mines of, 364- 
365 

Bridgewater, visits to, 210, 250-251 

Bridport, visits to, 481, 490-492 

Brigham, Mr. (London), 64 

Brightwells, Mr. (Chelsea book- 
binder) , 794, 796, 819, 822, 864 

Brindley, Mr. and Mrs. (London), 


756 

Brinley, Mr. G. (London), 8964 

Brinley (Brindley), Thomas: identi- 
fied, 111n5; and New England 
Club, 111-112 

Bristol, visits to, 210-211, 224-226, 
373-383, 391-410, 564-617, 643-649 

Briston, Mr. (of Boston, in London), 
78 

Britton, Mr. (Exeter), 417, 422-423; 
brothers, 410 

Brixholm, visit to, 464-465 

Broadmead, Misses (Miss) (lodgings 
of, Exeter), 579, 521, 525-530 
PASSIM, $35, 537, 539, $42, 550, 
S55, 562, 563, 565210, 567 

Broadribb (Broadrip, Broadripp), Mr. 
(clothier, Shepton Mallet), 227, 
228, 233, 235, 245, 281, 282, 409, 
659 
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Broadribb, Mrs. (Mrs. B.) (Shepton 
Mallet), 206, 227, 233, 235, 241n, 
245, 409; her sister Susan, 227 

Broadstreet, Colonel (the late) and 
Mrs., 225 

Bromfield, Tom, deserted wife of 
(London), 728 

Bromfield, Mr. (London), 84, 125 

Bromfield, Mr. (deceased glover, Col- 
chester), 324 

Bromfield, Mrs. (London), 139 

Bromley, Mr. (minister, London), 93 

Brompton, Mr. (Massachusetts) , 905 

Brookes, Mr. (London), 725 

Broomhead, Mr. J. (cutler, Sheffield), 
357 358 

Brosley, visit to, 636-639 

Broughton, Colonel (East Indies), 
218-219 

Broughton, Mr. (clothier, Shepton 
Mallet), 245 

Brower, Mr. (minister, London), 73- 


Bee Mrs. (Bristol), 606, 616 

Browne, Samuel (Salem), 82 

Browne (Brown, Mr. B., Bne.), 
Colonel William: identified, 84; 
correspondence with, 60, 61n30, 
84, 92 and n7, 93, 115, 120, 121, 
133N5, 378N3, 410N3, 417, 423, 
426n8, 430, 432M, 441, 455, 515n, 
541, 565, 592, 658, 660, 661; arrives 
at Falmouth, 154; companion in 
London, 155, 156, 158, 160-161, 
164, 167, 168, 171, 173-174, 175, 
176, 178, 181, 182, 183, 185, 319, 
334, 700, 701, 726, 733; 734, 733; 
742, 747-763 passim; at Bristol, 
391, 392, 397, 398, 401, 402; be- 
comes governor of Bermuda, 713; 
departure for Bermuda, 763; 
mentioned, 520, 722, 999 

Browne, Mrs. William (London), 
726, 734 749) 759, 751) 7545 757, 
760, 763 

Browne, Lieutenant William (son of 
Colonel), 163, 334, 722, 999 

Browne, Mr. (minister, London), 163, 
915 

Browne, Mr. (Treasury, London), 
1013 

Buck, Dr. (minister, Bristol), 377 

Buckingham Palace, visits to, 823, 
829-830, 832, 833 

Buckinghamshire, visit to, 340 

Budgates, Mrs. (Bristol), 675 

Budgell, Eustace, 200 
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Bull, Mr. (candidate for Parliament), 
667-668 

Bunbury, Sir Charles (House of Com- 
mons) , 737 

Bunckam, Mr. (minister, Ottery), 416 

Bunyan, John, grave of, 178 

Burch, Mr. (at Dockhead), 836 

Burgess, Mr. (London), 158, 452 

Burgess, Mr., Mrs. and daughter 
(London), 880 

Burgoyne, General John, 174, 273, 274, 
284, 394; surrender of, 418n, 420 

Burgwyn (Burgwin), John, 457 

Burial grounds and monuments: Bun- 
hill (Banhill), 43, 129, 173, 178, 
777, 997; Sir Hans (Henry) 
Sloane’s, 46, 184, 799; John 
Rogers’, 68, 170; Francis Ban- 
croft’s tomb, 131; monuments of 
Lord Monson’s family, 152; Pan- 
cras Churchyard, 157; John Bun- 
yan’s grave, 178, Churchyard in 
Lambeth, 178; tombs of six Arch- 
bishops, Croyden, 179; monu- 
ments in St. Bartholomew’s 
Church, 180; at Tewkesbury 
Church, 223; at Gloucester 
Cathedral, 223-224; Mr. Canard’s 
grave, 228; Sir William Penn’s 
grave, 234; Dean Haywood’s, 350; 
at Cathedral, Worcester, 371-372; 
at Church, Tewkesbury, 372; Old 
Plowden’s monument, 676 

Burke, Edmund, 85, 737-738, 749, 838, 
910 

Burlington, Earl of, 775 

Burton, Mr. (London), 28, 30, 34, 45 

Burton, visit to, 350-351 

Burton ale, comments on, 96, 97, 162, 
351 

Bushman, Brother (Mason, London), 
fo%e 

Bute, Lord, 908 

Butler, Dr. (Bishop of Oxford), 724, 
728 

Butler, Judge (King’s Bench), 693 

Butler, Mr. (minister, London), 788, 
806 

Butson, Captain (of Elizabeth), 281 

Byde, Squire (Ware), 149 

Byles, Mather (Boston), 509 

Byng, Mr. (London), 972, 993 

Byrom, Squire (founder, St. John’s 
Church, Manchester), 363 

Byron, Admiral John, 478, 535, 544 


C., Captain (London), 132 
C., Mr. (actor), 320 


Cabot, Andrew, 1, 2 

C[abot], S. (London), 142-143 

Cabot, William (Billy, W. C.): iden- 
tified, 76; companion in London, 
78-88 passim, 91, 93, 96, 99-104 
passim, 107-108, 111, 117, 126-127, 
158-159, 164-165, 167, 665, 669, 
672, 678, 682, 688, 700, 766; and 
New England Club, 111-112; 
correspondence with, 161, 381n6, 
397, 398n8, 4o1 and né6, 403n12, 
404n, 408, 422, 424n5, 426, 431, 
437, 440, 444, 480n, 495n, 498, 
514N, $17, 520, 528, 531, $48, 5§2, 
553, 5§8N2, $77, 582, 589, 603, 605, 
612, 613, 616, 645, 6925, 735, 740, 


745,779 
Calder, Dr. (minister, London), 774, 


832 

Callahan, Captain (London), 157 

Callhier, Mr. (tucker and trader, 
Exeter), 554, 558 

Calvert, Mr. (Swansea), 386 

Cambden, Lord, 143 

Cambray House, visit to, 97 

Cambridge, visit to, 328-330 

Campbell, George (minister, Bristol), 

00 

Campbell, Governor William, 85 

Camplin (Campton), Mr. (minister, 
Bristol), 589, 592, 593, 598 

Canard, Mr., grave of, 228 

Canning, Elizabeth (Eliza), 483 

Canterbury, Archbishop of, 553 

Canterbury House, 125 

Cantle, Mrs. (Bristol), 401, 596, 643 

Capon, Mr. (London), 315, 333 

Card games, described: quadrille, 81n; 
tredille, 81n; snip, snap, snorum, 
425; conversation cards, 979-980 

Cardiff, visit to, 388-390 

Cargill, Mrs. (actress), 788 

Carleton (Carlton), General Sir Guy, 
98, 174, 200, 219, 284, 695, 859 

Carlisle, Earl of, 970 

Carlisle House, entertainment at, 685- 
688 

Carnes, Captain (on board Union), 
1019 

Carpenter, Captain (Salem), 582-587 
passim, 590, 595, 605, 606, 610, 960 

Carpenter, Mr. (Newburyport, 
Mass.) , 386 

Carpenter, Mr. and Mrs. (Salem), 
321, 331 

Carrington, Mr., Jr. (minister, 
Exeter), 528 


Carsluck, John (I. C.) (of Wishcomb, 


near Culliford), 414, 448, 450, 451, 
469-470, 492 

Carsluck, Miss (sister of John), 442, 
450, 470, §26, §42 

Carsluck, William (of Coddington 
house, Exeter), 411, 415, 449, 451, 
477s 507, S45 

Cary, Captain (London), 49 

Caryl, Joseph, An Exposition with 
practical Observations on the 
Book of Job, 96 

Casper[s], Mr. (shoemaker, London), 


Cassini, Mr. (French mathematician), 
101s 

Castle, Mr. (minister, Hatherly), 457 

Castles, visits to: Dover, 24-25; En- 


more, 250-251; Blaze, 377; Cardiff, 


389-390; Woodbury, 455; Caris- 
brook and Hurst, 7021 
Castleton, visits to, 354-356, 630-631 
Castor, Mr. (minister, London), 999 
Caswell, Richard, 8 and n22 
Catess, Captain (London), 51 
Cave, Mr. (the late, London), 70 
Cavendish, Lord John, 838, 905, 910 
Centlivre, Susannah, Bold Stroke for 
a Wife, 300; Busybody, 645n4, 


973 
Certificate of loyalty to English gov- 
ernment, 866 
Chl[illegible|chy, Mrs. (London), 98 
Champeney (Champerney), Mr. 
(minister, London), 724, 852 
Champion, Mr. (London), 78, 158 
Chandler, Dr. Thomas Bradbury, 84, 


335 
Chandois, Duchess of, 186 
Chapman, Mr. (minister, Exmouth), 


548 

Chapman, Mrs. (landlady, London), 
827, 852 

Chard, visit to, 449-450 

Charles I (King of England), 724; 
letters of, 170-171; administration 
of," described, 277-278; cane of, 
seen by Curwen, 453; and Hurst 
Castle, 1027 

Charles II (King of England), refuges 
for, after defeat at Worcester, 
387 and n, 396 

Charter House, London, 71 

Chartres, Duke of, 989 

Chatham, Earl of (Lord), 249-250, 
701, 776, 781, 908, 988 

Chaucer, Geoffrey, residence of, 354 
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Chauncey, Dr. Charles (minister, 
Boston), 562 

Checkley, Samuel, 1, 275, 50 

Cheddar (Chedder) Cliffs, 243-244 

Chesnut, visit to, 62-63 

Chester, Mr. (county member, 
Bristol), 374 

Chester, visit to, 622-623 

Chesterfield, Lord, 298 

Chicheley (Chichely), Henry, 338 

Child, Sir Josiah (London), 137 

Children of the Charities in London, 


753 

Chipman, Mr. (London), 334 

Cholwich, Mr. (politician, Exeter), 
257-258, 263, 264-265, 266, 303 

Christian, Mr. (marriage of, in Scot- 
land), 879 

Chudleigh, Elizabeth, see Kingston, 
Duchess of 

Church, Dr. (apothecary, London), 
82, 105, 143 

Church, Molly (servant), 409 

Churches and Meeting Houses: 

—Birmingham: Ashton’s Church, 348- 
349; Methodist Meeting (House), 
217; New M.H., 216, 218, 222, 
342, 349; Old M.H., 212, 216, 219, 
222, 344; St. George’s Chapel, 
216; St. John’s Church, 213; St. 
Martyr’s Church, 344; St. Philip’s 
Church, 215-216 

—Bristol: All Saints, 400, 402, 407, 
409, 574, 580, 584, 586, 601, 647; 
Baptist M.H., 395, 577, 578, 616; 
Bedminster Church, 404; Broad- 
mead M.H., 570, 572; Castle St. 
(Green) M.H., 403, 588; Cathe- 
dral, 375, 400, 647; Church, 233- 
234; College, 607, 648; Collyhill, 
584; John the Baptist’s Church, 
611; King Charles’, 589; Lady 
Huntingdon’s (Huntington’s) 
Chapel, 381, 393, 395, 398, 400, 
591, 596, 606, 613; Lewin’s Mead 
M.H., 403, 407, 409, 567, 569, 574, 
575, 578, 580, 581, 584, 586, 593; 
598-616 passim, 646, 648; Mayor’s 
(Maior’s) Chapel, 375, 376-377, 
392, 594; Moravian M.H., 407- 
408, 588, 589, 591, 594; Redcliff, 
(Radcliff, Redland) Church, 373, 
391, 393, 398, 404; St. Ervin’s, 
594; St. James’, 570, 614; St. 
John’s, 646; St. Michael’s, 578; St. 
Nicholas’, 377, 597, 593; St. 
Peter’s, 595; St. Stephen’s, 375- 


376, 378, 379, 381, 391, 398, 402, 


1050 


Churches and Meeting Houses (cont.) 

—Bristol (cont.) 
582; St. Warburg’s, 575; Temple 
Church, 405, 407; Trinity Church, 
569; Tuckers St. M.H., 405; 
Whitefield’s Tabernacle, 607 

—Broadmead, John Wesley Chapel, 
398, 400 

—Cambridge, Kings College Chapel, 
328, 330 

—Dartmouth, Church and Meeting 
House, 464 

—Derby, All Saints’ Church, 351 

—Exeter, 195-196, 197, 268-270; All- 
hallow’s, 269; Baptist M.H., 269, 
445; Bow M.H. ,200, 257, 269, 
270, 290, 298, 302, 423, 441, 445; 
George M.H., 197, 198, 266, 269, 
272, 273, 279-280, 284-285, 286- 
287, 294, 298, 431-432, 445, 440, 
451, 531; Holy Trinity, 269; Jews 
Synagogue, 270; Liverydale 
Chapel, 268, 269; Methodist M.H., 
200-201, 269, 288; Mint M.H., 
197, 203, 266, 269, 273, 277, 280, 
283, 285-286, 289-290, 293-301 
PASSIM, 410, 415-431 Passi, 439, 
441, 442, 443, 447-448, 478, 577, 
518, 519, 520, 524-541 passim, 562; 
Roman Catholic Chapel, 269; St. 
Anne’s, 440, 441; St. David’s, 269; 
St. Edmund’s, 269; St. George’s, 
269; St. John’s, 269; St. Kerrian’s, 
269; St. Lawrence’s, 269; St. Leon- 
ard’s Chapel, 269; St. Lydwell’s, 
269; St. Martin’s, 268-269, 528, 
817, 842, 853, 857, 860, 865, 873; 
St. Mary’s, 195, 268; St. Mary 
Arches, 269; St. Mary Stepps, 
269; St. Olave’s, 269; St. Pancras’, 
269; St. Paul’s, 269; St. Peter’s 
Cathedral, 195, 196, 197-198, 201, 
268, 282, 421, 423, 428-429, 435- 
436, 514; St. Petros’, 269; St. Sid- 
well’s, 441; St. Stephen’s, 269, 
514-515; St. Thomas’s, 269, 578, 
519, 605 

—Exmouth: Exmouth Chapel, 559; 
Lady Glenorchy’s Chapel, 546, 
548, 550, 555; Lapleh Church, §50; 
Limson Meeting House, 546, 550, 
557, 560; Littleham Church, 546, 
551, 559; Withycomb Rawleigh 
Chapel, 544, 546, 548, 549, 550, 
5535 S57, 562 

—Glastonbury, Church, 246-249 

—Gloucester, Cathedral, 373 

—Hoddesdon: Brookeburn (Brox- 
burn) Church, 152, 946; Mr. 


Churches and Meeting Houses (cont.) 

—Hoddesdon (cont.) 
Hughes’ Chapel, 152-153; Stansted 
Church, 149-150 

—Litchfield, Cathedral, 350 

—London: All Hallows, 68, 185, 978, 
1012; Antinomian M.H., 129, 173; 
Asylum, 77; [Barishaw? ] Church, 
670; Battersea Church, 844, 847, 
848, 849; Bedford Chapel, 98; 
Bethnal Green Church, 973; Bow 
Church, 728, 786, 936; Brompton 
Chapel, 788, 795, 806; Calvinist 
Church, 797; Chelsea Church 
(Hospital), 789, 803, 822; Christ 
Church, 180, 316-317, 658, 753, 
943, 984; Danish Chapel, 182; Dr. 
Condor’s M.H., 86; Dr. Dodd’s 
Chapel, 91, 98; Dr. Fordyce’s 
M.H., 40-41, 59, 88, 120, 185, 321, 
859; Dr. Gifford’s M.H., 173; Dr. 
Hunter’s, 44; Dr. Kipp’s (Kippis’) 
M.H., 79, 319-320; Dr. Price’s 
(Prince) M.H., 38, 73, 75, 94, 124, 
141, 672; Dr. Savage’s M.H., 103; 
Dr. Stafford’s M.H., 108; Dr. 
Stinnet, Church of, 88; Dr. Trot- 
ter’s M.H., 131, 332; Draper’s 
Hospital and Alms House, 49; 
Dutch Synagogue, 93, 7008; Essex 
House, 65, 69, 668, 670, 675, 678, 
680, 684, 692, 693, 712, 720, 723, 
741, 749, 767, 806, 824, 837, 846, 
851, 863, 912; Foundery, 79, 109- 
110, 183; Foundling Hospital, 67, 
93-94, 95, 157, 180, 754, 767, 778, 
937; Gray’s Inn Chapel, 767, 885; 
Great St. Helen’s (Hallow’s) 
Church, 89-90, 131, 974, 992, 1014; 
Great St. Mary’s Hall, 985; 
Greenwich Hospital, 28, 727; 
Henry 7th’s Chapel, 33, 79, 700; 
Hoxton Square M.H., 130; Irwin 
St. M.H., 112; Islington M.H., 
98, 115, 110, Tea bale kate aa. 
762; Jews Synagogue, 81, 97, 172, 
1004-1005, 1008-1009, 1014; Lime- 
house Church, 986, 987; Lincoln 
Inn Chapel, 173, 668, 740; Little 
Caster (Castor, Carter) Lane 
M.H., 112-113, 114, 167, 661, 857, 
929; Lock Hospital, 77-78, 91, 
177; Lutheran Church, 790; Mag- 
dalen Hospital, 33, 44, 48, 59-60, 
735 75, 154-155, 779, 789, 929, 930, 
943; Mary Magdalen Church, 
1011-1012; Methodist dissenting 
M.H., 145; Milton Abbey, 987; 
Mr. Palmer’s M.H., 75; Mr. 


Churches and Meeting Houses (cont.) 

—London (cont.) 
Tower’s M.H., 145; Monkwich 
(Monkwall, Monkwish) St. M.H., 
48, 667, 950; Moravian M.H., 163, 
169, 173; New Church, 837; Old 
Jewry (Jury) M.H., 27-28, 33, 
38n20, 94 and n1o, 48, 51, 59, 91, 
119, 141, 163, 167, 180, 656, 660, 
666, 714, 984; Pinner’s Hall M.H., 
73-74, 128-129; Poles’ Chapel, 
135; Portuguese Synagogue, 134- 
135, 1008; Ratcliff M.H., 101; 
Rolls Church, 772; St. Andrew’s, 
38n20, 651, 787, 815; St. Anne’s, 
65, 69, 177; St. Antholin’s, 332; 
St. Austin and St. Faith the Vir- 
gin, Church of, 943; St. Barthol- 
omew’s, 180, 783, 944; St. Benet 
Finke’s (Bennet Finks) Church, 
42; St. Clement’s Church, 670; St. 
David’s, 992; St. Dunstan’s, 59; 
St. George’s Chapel, 765, 770; St. 
Giles’, 940; St. James’, 91-92, 177; 
St. Lawrence Jewry, 741; St. 
Leonard’s, 73; St. Margaret’s 
(Margarett’s), 318, 659, 821, 992; 
St. Mary Lebow, 116; St. Mary 
Woolnoth, 1009; St. Nicholas 
College Abbey, 727; St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, 41, 65-66, 155, 156, 
653, 656, 723, 732, 822, 827; St. 
Peter’s Church, 113; St. Saviour’s, 
860; St. Sepulchre’s, 101; St. Ste- 
phen’s Chapel, 736, 772; St. 
Swithin’s (Swithen’s), 36, 38n20, 
50; Salter’s Hall (Hill) M.H., qo, 
63, 66, 69, 735 75-76, 79, 103, 125, 
132, 159, 163-164, 168, 169, 175, 
177, 185, 332, 654, 659, 759, 982, 
987, 995, 999, 1009, 1018; Sardin- 
ian Ambassador’s Chapel, 50; 
Shoreditch Church, 987; Stepney 
Church, 121; Swedish Chapel, 
182; Tavistock Chapel, 742; Tem- 
ple Church, 334, 772, 790, 796, 
800; Welsh M.H., 929; Westmin- 
ster Abbey, 142, 659, 664, 697, 
724; 744, 776, 781, 821, 833, 852, 
892, 935, 953, 977, 978, 988; White 
Chapel, 885; Whitehall Church, 
28, 744, 821; Whitehart Court 
Grace Church, 950; Whitfield’s 
(Whitefield’s) Tabernacle, 33, 
49, 173, 994 

—Manchester: Dissenters’ M.H., 366; 
St. John’s Church, 363-364 

—Philadelphia, Arch St. M.H., 6 
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Churches and Meeting Houses (cont.) 

—St. Edmundsbury, Abbey of St. 
Edmund, 326-327 

—Salisbury, Cathedral, 192-193 

—Shepton Mallet, Meeting House, 
228, 235, 242 

—Sidmouth, Meeting House, 205, 206, 
207, 252, 255, 449, 459, 451, 452, 
4545 4555 4575 4595 479, 471, 472- 
473, 479, 477, 480, 493, 495, 498, 
507, 508, 509 

—Taunton, St. Magdalene’s Church, 


209 

—Wells, Cathedral, 24 

—Worcester, Cathedral, 371-372 

Churchman, Mrs., and daughter 
(London), 872 

Clapham, Mr. and Mrs. (London), 


713 

Clark, Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton, 
drowning of, 551-552, 553 

Clark, Mrs. (London), 88 

Clarke, Daniel (New York), 14-15 

Clarke, Jonathan (J.C., son of Rich- 
ard): identified, 108; and New 
England Club, 111-112; men- 
tioned, 119, es 134, 137, 138, 
139, 141, 313, 

Clarke (Clark, nal CL. ), Rich- 
ard: identified, 102; compan- 
ion in London, 103, 111, 119, 
132-133, 134, 155, 157, 163, 169, 
173, 174, 320, 683, 693, 701, 733, 
740, 742, 744, 753, 760, 762, 763, 
764, 773, 778, 853, 868, 869, 870, 
871, 872, 876, 904, 946, 965, 973, 
984, 1015, 

Clarke, Dr. Samuel, 330, 668 

Clarke (Clark), William (London), 
728, 732, 733; 735, 736, 739, 844, 
854, 855, 859, 860, 871, 872, 874, 
880, 881, 882, 883, 889, 890, 
891n1 

Clarke, Mr. (candidate for Parlia- 
ment), 667-668 

Clarke, Mrs. (Exeter), 421, 440 

Clarke, Mrs. (sempstress, London), 
868, 870, 943, 952 

Clarke, Misses (London), 762 

Clay, Mr. (manufacturer, Birming- 
ham), 215, 348 

Clayton, Mr. Polsy (St. Edmunds- 
bury), 326 

Cleves, Captain Putnam (London), 
1018, 1019 

Clifford, Lord (Roman Catholic 
peer, Exeter), 202, 377, 397 

Clinton, General Henry, 609, 639 

Clive, Lord, 139 
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Coach trips (including descriptions 


of roads): Dover to London, 
25-26; to Windsor, 54-59 passim; 
London to Exeter, 185-194; Sid- 
mouth to Birmingham, 209-212; 
Birmingham to Bristol, 223-224; 
Bristol to Shepton Mallet, 227; 
Shepton Mallet to Glastonbury, 
246; Exeter to Plymouth, 304- 
305, 308; Exeter to London, 
310-313; London to Cambridge, 
322-331; London through coun- 
tryside, 334-373 passim; Bristol 
to Exeter, 410; Exeter to Sid- 
mouth, 448; Sidmouth to Dart- 
mouth, 462; Sidmouth to coun- 
tryside, 481-493 passim; Exeter 
to Exmouth, 542; Exmouth to 
Exeter, 561-562; Exeter to Bris- 
tol, 563-564; Bristol to the 
North, 618-643 passim; Bristol 
to London, 649-653 


Index 


Coffee Houses (cont.) 

—Exeter (cont.) 
Inn, 562; Red Lion, 524, 542; 
Mrs. Upjohn’s, 526 

—Exmouth: Globe Tavern, 544, 
545; Golden Lion, 549; Warren 
House, 545 

—Gloucester, King’s Head Inn, 678- 
619 

—London: Adam and Eve Ordinary, 
989; Adelphi Tavern (Hotel, 
C.H.), 110, 111-112, 114, 115, 
117, 693; Aldersgate St. C.H., 
671, 700, 964, 968; Anderton’s 
C.H., 47, 657, 668, 681, 833; 
Angel Inn, 994; Ashley’s (Ast- 
lye’s) Punch House, 165, 729; 
Bagnigge (Bagnidge) Wells, 29, 
138, 679, 688, 738, 743, 784, 936; 
Barley Mow, 712; Bartholomew 
Lane Lamb Chop House, 772, 
725, 822, 854, 860, 893; Barthol- 


Coap, Mr. (London), 934 
Coates, Mr. (Bristol), 646 
Coates, Mrs. (Bristol), 608-609 
Cock lane, ghost in, 36 


Codd, Mr. (carpenter and landlord, 


London), 837, 839, 850, 851, 
864, 890, 913, 914, 928, 956, 985, 
1004, 1012 

Codd, Mrs. (landlady, London), 


839, 851, 918, 938, 949, 950, 954, 
1004, 1012 


Codes, Mr. (minister, London), 145 


Codman, Richard (Falmouth), 78n 


Codner, Mr. (of Boston, in London), 


761-762 

Coffee Houses (taverns, tea houses, 
etc.): 

—Bristol: American C.H., 375, 565, 
567; Bush Tav., 610; Chamber 
C.H., 569-576 passim, 582-601; 
passim; Change C.H. (see also 


Stock Exchange C.H.), 566, 567, 


569, 602, 604, 606, 609, 611, 
644, 645, 647, 648; Montague 
Tav., 567; in Orange Grove, 
596; Stock Exchange C.H. (see 
also Change C.H.), 752, 766, 
839, 939, 941; Three Tons Inn, 
596, 615; Whitehart Inn, 563, 
564, 584, 597, 650; White Lion 
Inn, 596, 649 

—Derby, King’s Head Inn, 634 

—Exeter: London Inn, 524, 573; 
Moll’s (Mott’s) C.H., 199-200, 
417, 443, 511, $18, 522, 523, $24, 


528, 529, 531-534, 536, 562, New 


omew Lane Ordinary, 68, 69, 70, 
73, 74, 78, 80, 852; Bath C.H. 

and Tav., 91; Bear Inn, 780; Ben 
Kenton’s Tav., 44, 137; Ber- 
mondsey Spa, 764; Bloomsbury 
Market Tav., 755, 758; Blue 

Posts C.H., 726, 782; Boar’s Head 
Tav., 159-160; Burton’s Ale 
House, 42 and n4, 51, 158; Can- 
non (Canon) C.H., 693, 712, 746, 
761, 776; Castle Inn, 42, 917; 
Castle and Mermaid, 769; Castle 
Tea Room, 846; Cat and Saluta- 
tion Inn, 113; Cat and Shoulder 
of Mutton, 765; Cellar Eating 
House, 728; Chapter C.H., 115, 
658; City C.H., 695; Cock Eating 
House, 787, 844, 912; Cross Keys 
Inn, 727, 758, 833, 908; Crown 
and Anchor, 117, 120, 122, 127, 143, 
741, 815; Crown Ordinary, 750; 
Doctors’ Commons C.H., 176; 
Dog and Duck House, 64, 163, 
174, 661, 665, 688, 734, 751, 814, 
907, 934, 935, 941, 1003; Don 
Saltera’s (Saltero’s) C.H., 46, 

184, 823, 837; Dolly’s Beef Steak 
House, 47, 49, 51, 67, 76, 155; 

156; Eagle Inn, 845; Edinburgh 
C.H., 683, 694, 697, 720; Falcon 
Tav. (Inn), 846, 982; Four Swans 
Inn, 967; Furnival’s, see Turni- 
val’s; Gentlemen’s Hotel, 667; 
George Inn (Tav.), 89, 652, 659, 
773; Golden Talbot Inn, 620, 

622; Gray’s Inn, 723, 745, 7533 
Greyhound Inn, 772; Grove 
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Coffee Houses (co7t.) 
—London (cont.) 


Coffee Houses (comt.) 
—London (cont.) 


House, 988; Gun Tavern, 659, 
766; Gut House Inn, 924; Jean 
Baptist’s Head C.H., 963, 964; 
Jerusalem Tavern, 154; Keppell’s 
Head Inn, 805, 822; King’s Arms 
C.H., 80, 81, 679, 691, 698, 823, 
979; Lincoln’s Inn, 978, 964; 
London C.H. (Tav.), 757, 978, 
994; Maiden Lane Cyder Cellar, 
936; Mermaid Tav., 926; Moor- 
gate C.H., 671, 672; Nando’s 
C.H., 673, 724; New England 
C.H., 26, 29, 31, 46, 49, 51, 67, 
68, 69, 73, 87, 98, 109, I10, 117, 
161, 164, 166, 168, 171, 315, 321, 
334, 655, 660, 672, 673, 679, 680, 
682, 690, 691, 694, 696, 710, 712, 
726, 760, 764, 765, 772; 773, 

777, 787; 799; 794, 798, 816, 
825-835 passim, 839, 843, 846, 851, 
858, 863, 872, 875, 877, 880, 

881, 889, 890, 892, 893, 895, 
899-915 passim, 921, 922, 929, 
935-974 passim, 977, 982, 987, 


999, 991, 997, 999-1000, 1001, 
1003, 1004, 1010, 1016, 1017, 


1018, 1019; New Lloyd’s 
(Loyd’s) C.H., 33, 36, 118, 847, 
871, 874; New York C.H., 30, 
105, 713; Old Bagg of Nails, 
843; Owen’s C.H., 695, 738, 747; 
807, 813, 814, 819; Paul’s C.H., 
673; Peacock, 97, 130, 929; 
Plough Inn and Tav., 764; 
Queen’s Arms Tavern, 68; Rane- 
lagh, 688, 860; Red Lion, 995; 
Rose Tavern, 87, 89; Rose and 
Crown Inn, 660; Sadler’s Wells, 
28-29, 31, 119, 128, 183, 674, 

927, 991; St. Clement’s C.H., 27, 
158; Salem Tavern, 79; Salisbury 
Court, 714, 725, 727, 818; Salo- 
pian C.H., 90; Saunders C.H.., 
658, 766, 964, 967, 968; Shake- 
speare’s Head, 160-161; Shepard 
and Shepardess, 50, 88, 134, 178; 
Sign of Custom House, 873; 
Somerset C.H., 41-42, 661; Spring 
Garden C.H., 694, 695, 710, 745, 
774, 778, 781, 788, 846; Stainer’s 
Wells Inn, 775; Star and Garter, 
664, 769; Stock Exchange, 37, 71, 
81; Strand C.H., 680; Swan Inn, 
652, 662; Temple Exchange C.H., 
95, 114; 13 Cantons, 759, 760, 
762, 771, 777, 852, 864, 903; 
Token House Yard, 749; Turk’s 


Head, 48; Turnival’s (Furnival’s) 
Inn, 138, 697, 711, 723, 731; 
735, 747, 749, 759, 753) 755, 763; 
766, 767, 780, 786, 787, 792, 814, 
856, 860, 995; Union Tea House, 
928; Welsh C.H., 750; White 
Conduit, 138, 655, 668, 688, 735, 
739, 743; Whitehart Inn, 663, 
832; Will’s C.H., 978, 921; Win- 
ander Meer, 998; World’s End 
C.H., 823, 837; Yorkshire Stingo 
House, 738 

—Marlborough, Black Lion, 652 

—Newbury, George and Pelican 
Inn, 652 

—Newport, Bell Inn, 678, 642 

—Wolverhampton, Henn and 
Chicken, 635 

Coffin, Nathaniel: identified, 112; 
and New England Club, 111-112; 
mentioned, 605, 606, 607, 609, 
614, 615 

Coffin, Mrs. Nathaniel, 609, 675 

Coke, Mr. (member of Parliament), 
861, 864, 866 

Colchester, visit to, 322-324 

Collier, Sir George, 5667 

Collins, Stephen, 7 

Collins, Dr. (Swansea), 385, 386 

Collyton, visits to, 411, 450, 480-481 

Comberlaitch, see Cumberlaitch 

Compton, Canon (minister, Bristol), 
647 

Conant, Samuel (London), 524, 657, 
659, 660, 661, 713, 729, 740, 742, 
743, 7445 750, 903, 904, 910, 
917, 976, 983 

Connington, Chancellor (minister, 
Exeter), 514 

Conway, General Henry Seymour, 
838 

Cook, Captain James (mariner and 
explorer), 729 

Cooke, Deputy Governor Nicholas 
(Rhode Island), 85n12 

Cookson, Miss (Bristol), 210-211, 
410 

Coolidge, Master (Cambridge), 225 

Coombes, Captain Michael (Marble- 
head, Mass.), identified, 764; 
companion in London, 766, 771- 
778 passim, 791, 793, 794, 801, 
805, 808, 819, 824, 825, 827, 834, 
836, 850, 851, 853, 856, 857, 
859, 863-903 passim, 911-928 
passim, 944, 945, 946, 952, 960- 
967 passim, 972, 973, 989, 994, 
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Coombes, Captain Michael (cont.) 
996, 998-999, 1000, 1001, 1004— 
1021 passim 

Coombes, Mr. (sale of estate of, 
Boston), 970 

Cooper (Coopar), Dr. Myles, 84 

Cooper, Mr. (merchant, Bristol), 
405-406 

Cooper, Mr. (councillor of law, Lon- 
don), 930 

Cooper, Mr. (owner of wine vaults, 
London), 980 

Cooper, Mr. and Mrs. (London), 
1000 

Cope, Dr. (Bishop of Clonfert), 906 

Copley (Copely, Copeley), John 
Singleton, 84n2, 100-101, I1I- 
112, 132, 157, 163, 742, 778, 

781, 1015 

Copley (Copely), Mrs. John Single- 
ton (Susanna Clarke), 84, 100— 
IOI, 157 

Coram, Captain (London), 94 

Corbet, Mr. (lawyer, Brosley), 629, 
637, 639 

Cordis, Captain Joseph (London), 
185, 1027; correspondence with, 
525N4, $37N, 540N, §42 

Cornelly, Mrs. (of Carlisle House, 
London), 687 

Cornish, Mr. (minister, Collyton), 


284-285, 411, 454, 456, 506-507, 


523 

Cornwallis, Dr. (Bishop of Litchfield 
and Coventry), 885 

Cornwallis, Lord, 426, 797, 79971 

Costs: of tour to Windsor, 59; of eggs 
(London), 85; for hair dressing, 
etc., 120; of coach fare, 138; of 
country tour, 148, 149, 150; and 
food and drink, London, 183; on 
trip to Exeter, 186-187, 192, 194- 
195, 200; of coal, 213, 340, 341- 
342; of coach, Birmingham to 
Bristol, 220; of theatre, Exeter, 
271, 299; of cider, Exeter, 276; of 
tour to Wales, 391; of watches, 
Bristol, 402; of carpets, Axmin- 
ster, 412; of oysters, Exeter, 443; 
current prices in America (1778), 
510, 51InI, 727, 908; taxes, 877; 
dresses and fans, London, 7001 

Cott, Mr. and Mrs. (Beer), 411, 509 

Cottnam, Mrs. (America), 629 

Cottonbelt family, 862, 887 

Council (Councell), Mr. (London), 
663, 667, 669, 672, 673, 693, 714, 
722, 728, 787, 790, 800, 806, 808, 


Index 


Council (cont.) 
820, 830, 835, 837, 839, 844, 913, 
914, 917, 927, 933 

Council (Councill, Councel, Coun- 
cell), Mrs. (landlady, London), 
654, 663, 667-674 passim, 692, 693, 
722, 730, 746, 753, 761, 768, 785, 
799, 807, 813, 824, 826, 832, 844, 
846, 858, 870, 909, 919, 920, 921, 
926, 927, 933 

Country Estates: Cambray House, 97; 
Lord Tylney’s (Tynley’s), 135- 
137, 950; Canewood, 140, 142; Mr. 
Hughes’, 146-147, 152; Rye 
House, 149, 152; Lord Monson’s, 
150-151; Sir Abram Hume’s, 151; 
Netherhall farm, 151, 152; Lord 
Pembroke’s, 191-192; Mr. Hoare’s, 
228-231; Lord Weymouth’s, 239- 
241; Duke of Somerset’s, 241, 465, 
466; Lord Courtenay’s (Court- 
ney’s) Belvidere, 257, 258-259, 
290, §47; Richard Rigby’s, 324- 
325; Blenheim, 339; Lord Lyttle- 
ton’s, 344-345; Lord Scarsdale’s, 
352-354; Lord Bottetourt’s, 376; 
Lord Clifford’s, 377, 397; Lady 
Trenchard’s, 396; Mr. Gwynn’s, 
412; Mr. Oakes’, 474-475; resi- 
dence of Queen Elizabeth, 773 

Courtenay (Courtney), Lord, 257, 
258-259, 290, 462, 466, 543, 547 

Coventry, visit to, 341-342 

Cowley, Hannah (playwright and ac- 
tress), 608, 682, 693, 730 

Cox, Mr. (of Philadelphia, in Lon- 
don), 67, 987 

Cox, Mr. (Exeter), 308 

Coxe, Hippesley (member from Som- 
ersetshire), 409 

Crawford, Mr. and Mrs. (Newington 
Butts), 161 

Crediton (Credition), visits to, 418, 


438 

Crees, Mr. (Plymouth storekeeper), 
305, 306-308 

Critchard, Mrs. (Sidford), 472, 475- 
476 

“Crooke’s Moor” (race grounds, 
Sheffield), 357 

Crosby, Mr. Whitelock’s sister (Lon- 
don), 46 

Crosley, Mr. (London), 38 

Cross, Samuel (Exeter), 198-199, 270, 
283, 289, 293, 296, 298, 299, 303, 
304, 309, 417, 419, 421, 427, 430, 
435, 440-448 passim, 454, 457, 468, 


Cross, Samuel (cozt.) 
478, 480, 511, 514, 516, 578, 579, 
528-540 passim, 558 

Cross, Mrs. Samuel (Exeter), 563 

Cross, Samuel, Jr. (Exeter), 522, 531, 
532 

Cruden, Mr. (London), 1o1 

Cubitt, Mr. (Exeter), 300-301 

Cumberlaitch (Comberlaitch), Mr. 
(London), 88, 97, 99 

Cumberland, Richard, West Indian 
(play), 379 

Cumberland, Duke of, 186, 317, 523, 
701, 84§ 

Curwen, Henry: identified, 107n1; 
letter to, 287 andn 

Curwen, Mrs. Samuel (Abigail Rus- 
sell): correspondence with, 51, 
70n4, 78N, 92N9g, 93, 111 and ns, 
158, 174n17, 185n, 301N, 302, 
402N9, 434N2, 444, 542, 553, 590, 
607N, 645, 6586, 659, 660n8, 661n, 
713, 742, 155, 75M, 759N, 829n3, 
903N2, 920, 922, 948N, 954NS, 957; 
975, 991, 996, 1001; birthday of, 
106-107; health of, 117, 172, 274- 
275, 310, 315, 319; displeasure 
with, 970, 911, 1027-1030, 1035— 
1041; mentioned, 1, 37, 76, 288ng, 
427NI1, 503-504, 744, 908, 969 

Curwen, Miss (Cumberland heiress, 
marriage of), 879 

Curwen genealogy, 319 

Cushing, Caleb (Massachusetts) , 
102N13 

Cushing, Thomas, 8 

Cushing, William (Massachusetts), 
102N13 

Cutler, B. (London), 680 

C[utler? ], Mr. (of Boston and New 
York, in London), 597 


D. (or E.), letter to Mr. Hollis from, 
185 

Dabney, Nathaniel (apothecary and 
druggist, Salem), 423n2, 427nI11 

Dacers, see Davers, Sir Charles 

Dakin, Robert (John) (guide, Castle- 
ton), 355, 630, 631 

Dalbear, Mr. and son (London), 178 

Dalglish, Andrew (A.D.): identified, 
167; companion in London, 164, 
168, 170, 176, 662, 667, 677-685 
passim, 693, 694, 697, 700, 716, 
720-728 passim, 731, 734-743 pas- 
SIM, 741; 749, 751, 754 755, 808, 
811, 812, 813, 816-835 passim, 839, 
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Dalglish, Andrew (cont.) 
843, 844, 847, 852; correspondence 
with, 779, 797, 858, 859n, 860 

Dana, Edmund (Edward), 72 

Dana, Francis, 72 

Danforth, Thomas (Mr. D.): identi- 
fied, 168; companion in London, 
169-185 passim, 313, 660, 661, 679, 
680, 738, 748, 753, 754, 760, 766, 
774, 776, 827, 845, 847, 852, 862, 
863, 865, 880, 888, 892, 895, 897, 
902, 908, 912, 921, 923, 927, 935, 
935, 940, 941, 943, 9455 949, 954, 


954, 974, 982, 988, 989, 994, 998; 
correspondence with, 201, 202 and 


N, 205, 210N, 212, 217, 220, 274—- 
275, 277, 287, 292 and n, 302, $37, 
5gon2z; and Curwen’s application 
to Crown for relief, 260n, 282n, 
313-314; allowance of, 896n4 

Dangers and hardships, experienced 
and enumerated, 498-507 

Dark Day, 656n1,n2, 658n5, 661n, 
66672, 680N7, 682N, 692N5, 714- 
7162 

Darley, Mr. (Sidmouth), 508 

Dartmouth, Lord and Lady (Earl of), 
218, 219 

Dartmouth, visit to, 462-464 

Dauteville, Mr. (Brookesburn), 149, 
150, 151, 153 

Daventry, visit to, 341 

Davers [Dacers?], Sir Charles (St. 
Edmundsbury), 326 

Davies, Mr. (lecturer, London), 140 

Davis, William (Shepton Mallet): at 
Sidmouth, 207, 209; at Birming- 
ham, 209-222 passim; at Shepton 
Mallet, 227, 228, 233, 235, 242, 409; 
correspondence with, 258n, 281 
and n, 300n1 

Davis, Mrs. William (Shepton Mal- 
let), 205, 206, 207, 209, 228-232, 
233, 235, 245, 409 

Davis, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 405 

Davis, Mr. (woolen draper, Exeter), 
512, §17, 563, 614 

Davis, Mr. (Mason, London), 684, 745 

Davis, Mr. (young) and Miss (Bos- 
ton), 735 

Davy, Sir John (Exeter), 526 

Davy, Sergeant (London), 35 

Dawson, Mrs. (wife of governor of 
Isle of Man), 628 

Dean, Dr. Noel (minister, Salisbury), 
821 

Deane, Silas, 522 


1056 


Deberdt (DeBerdt, Debardt), Dennis 
(Dennys, D. D.): identified, 9; 
companion in London, 28, 31, 42, 
45, 48, 49, 51, 64, 66, 67, 795 81, 82, 
III, 163, 177, 184, 893, 894, 902, 
912, 913, 914, 921, 922, 931, 932, 
933, 937, 938, 944, 946, 947, 948, 
951, 952, 953, 957, 963, 964, 966, 
967, 968, 995, 996, 1000, 1004, 1010, 
1016, 1017; correspondence with, 
107, 117, 263NI, 277, 282, 394n, 
397, 542, 589; mentioned, 210n, 
654, 666 

Deberdt, Mrs. Dennis (Mrs. D.) 
(London), 937, 932, 933, 946, 947, 
948, 952, 963, 964, 965, 966, 967, 
968, 982, 985, 986 

Deberdt, Martha, 985; Misses (2), 947 

Deberdt, Mrs. Dennys (mother of 
Dennis), 7, 9 

Deblois, Francis (passenger on 
Union) , 1020-1027 

Deblois, George: identified, 335; 
companion in London, 336, 337, 
339, 889, 890, 891, 896, 899, 901 

Deblois, Mrs. George, 896, 904 

Deblois, Gilbert, 333, 335, 339 

Deblois, Lewis, 333, 335, 1020-1027 

DeCotlegon, Mr. (minister, London), 
78 

DeGrey (DeGray), Sir William 
(chief justice), 113, 156, 171, 176, 
181 

De la Motte, Mr. (execution of), 774- 
775 

Delaware River passage, 9-12 

Denbegh, Lord, 537 

Denham, Sir John (poet), 664, 777 

Deptford, visit to, 72-73 

Derby, Captain John (Nantz), cor- 
respondence with, 895, 896, 902, 
903, 904, 910, 911 

Derby, Mr. (iron manufacturer, Bros- 
ley), 638 

Derby, visits to, 351-354, 634-635 

Devil’s Arse (cavern, Castleton), 354, 
355-356 

Devonshire, Duke of, 351, 775 

Devonshire, Duchess of, 993 

Dick (Judge Sewall’s servant), 172, 


175 

Dickinson, John, 86 

Disney, Dr. (minister, Newark), 877, 
886, 893, 894, 896, 899, 900, 902, 
907, 911, 918, 919, 921, 922, 923, 
927, 928, 934, 936, 939, 952, 953, 


956, 957, 960, 961, 962, 964, 965, 
971, 982, 992, 1000, 1009, 1017 


Dispenser, Lord, 334 

Dixon, Captain (Enterprise), 274 

Dixon, Mr. (Manchester), 367 

Dobe (Doby), Mr. (minister, Lon- 
don), 33, 676 

Dock, Merchants, Bristol, 404 

Dodd (Dod), Mr. (minister, Lon- 
don), 154-155, 301-302. See also 
Churches and Meeting Houses, 
London, Dr. Dodd’s Chapel 

Dodge, Andrew, 1 

Dolpret, Mr. (lodgings of, Stapleton), 
599 

Domat, Vicar (of Axminster), 473 

Domat, Mr. and Mrs. (London), 668 

Donaldson, Alexander (London), 106 
910 

Donaldson, Mrs. Alexander (Lon- 
don), 106 

Donbey, Mr. (lecturer, London), 59- 
60 


’ 


Donnellan, Captain, execution of, 752 

Doomsday book, 123, 126, 127 

Dorby, Mr. (minister, London), 75 

Dorchester, visit to, 488-490 

Doty, Mr. (minister, London), 779 

[Do]ugherty, Mr. (passenger on 
Lively), 2 

Douse, see Dowse | 

Dovayne[s], Mr. (London), 787 

Dover, visit to, 24-26 

Dowse, Jonathan (Marblehead and 
Salem, Mass.), 906, 907, 909 

Dowse, Joseph, 331 

Dowse (Douse), Captain Nathaniel, 
70, 72, 745 75s 76, 78, 79, 81 

Dowse, Captain, Jr. (son of Nathan- 
lel), 74, 75, 76, 78 

Drake, Sir Francis, 259 

Drake, Mr. (surgeon) and Mrs. (Ex- 
mouth), 555 

Draper, Sir William (Clopton), 593, 
882 

Drapers Company (London), 985 

Droitwich, visit to, 211 

Drummond, Dr. (Bristol), 579, 598 

Drummond’s (bankers, London), 938 

Dryden, John, Alexander’s Feast, 123- 


124 

Duché (Duchée), The Reverend 
Jacob (of Philadelphia, in Lon- 
don), 742, 786 

Dudley, Judge Paul (Massachusetts), 


35 

Duke, Mr. (Sidmouth), 208 

Duke, Mrs. (Sidmouth), 449, 450, 451, 
452, 454, 459-460, 471, 472, 475, 
476, 479, 480, 493, 494, 495 


Dunn, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 607 

Dunning, Mr. (London), 86 

Dunster, Alderman (Bristol), 606 

Duntre (Duntze), Sir John (Lord, 
merchant, Exeter), 266, 415 

Dwaynes, Mr. (household doctor, 
London), 803 

Dwaynes, Miss or Mrs. (London), 


795 
Dymer, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 393 


E., Mr. (London), 165 

E. (or D.), letter to Mr. Hollis from, 
185 

East, Brother (Mason, London), 699 

Eaton, visit to, 55-57 

Eaton College, 56-57, 772 

Ebenezer, Mr. (Exeter), 511 

Edaye, Miss (Bristol), 210-211 

Edgecomb, Miss (former fellow 
boarder, Exeter), 423, 428, 429, 


430, 431, 435, 436, 439, 440, 441, 
4435 445 
Edgecombe, Lord (Plymouth), 306, 


307 
Edmonston, Mrs. (Bath), 585, 674 
Edmunds, Mr. (gardener, Deptford), 
814, 854 
Edwards, Thomas (mason, Wales), 


389 

Effingham, Lord, 930 

Egham, visit to, 186 

Egmont, Earl of, 250-251 

Elam, Samuel (Leeds), 359, 360 

Eliot, Dr. Andrew, 177 

Eliot, Samuel (London), 987 

Eliot, Commodore, 879 

Ellis, Mr. ( deputy, London), 767 

Enfield, visit to, 773 

English government, state of (1783), 
901, 903, 904, 907, 908, 909, 910 

Epitaphs: in Ware, 148, 203-204: to 
Alfred the great, 232; at Blen- 
heim, 339; at Abbots Leigh, Bris- 
tol, 395-396; at Church, Riffon, 
486; at St. Michael’s, Bristol, 565; 
at Redcliff Churchyard, Bristol, 
608, 611, 614; Bedminster, Bristol, 
611; on Tradescants’ tombstone, 
986n 

Eppes, William Isham, 688 

Erskine, Sir William, 397 

Erving, Colonel John (Mr. E.): iden- 
tified, 440; companion at Exeter, 
441-447 passim, 468-469, 471, 477, 
§30-531, 650; at Sidmouth, 451, 
452, 454, 458; correspondence 
with, 457n3; at London, 774, 720, 
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Erving, Colonel John (cont.) 
723, 767, 785, 786; mentioned, 585 
Erving, Mrs. John (Maria Shirley) : 
identified, 440; at Exeter, 447, 530- 
531, 650; at Sidmouth, 451, 452, 


458 

Erving, Miss (daughter of Colonel 
and Mrs.), 451, 458, 767 

Erving, Captain (Boston), letter from, 


585 
[Esdaile? ], Sir James (London), 74 
Essingham, Lord, 523 
Estabrook, ah (minister, Bristol), 
376-37 
Estaing, i dee tral Jean Baptiste d’, 535, 


544 

Fston (Estin), Mr. (minister, Bristol), 
425, 567, §74, 580, 581, 593, 603, 
607, 608, 611, 613, 648, 800 

Evans, Mr. (minister [the elder], Bris- 
tol), 395, 570, 572 

Evans, Mr. (minister [the younger], 
Bristol), 395, 572-573 

Evans, Mr. (apothecary, London), 
799, 802 

Eveleigh (Evelith), George (Mr. E.) 
(Bristol): identified, 224-225; at 
Sidmouth, 469, 472, 476, 477; at 
Exeter, 495, 510-535 passim; at 
Exmouth, 535-563 passim; at Bris- 
tol, 564-616 passim; moves to 
Down Mead, 678 

Eveleigh, Mrs. George: at Sidmouth, 
476; at Exeter, 537, 535; at Ex- 
mouth, 537, 552, 553; 554, SIS; 
563; at Bristol, 583, 600, 606, 608, 
614; correspondence with, 658 

Eveleigh, Katy (K.) (daughter): at 
Sidmouth, 472, 476; at Exeter, 528, 
§31, §32; at Exmouth, 552, 567, 
563; at Bristol, 566-581 passim, 
604, 606, 613 

Eveleigh, Nancy (N.) (daughter): at 
Sidmouth, 472, 476; at Exeter, 
18, 531; at Exmouth, 544, 545, 
549-563 passim; at Bristol, 564- 
581 passim, 584, 588, 590, 598, 602- 
618 passim 

Eveleigh, Susan (at Shepton Mallet), 
228, 233, 235 

Evelith (Evileth), Miss (at Sid- 
mouth), 207, 208-209 

Fvelith, see Eveleigh, George (and 
family) 

Everitt, Captain, 70 

Ewen, Mr. (Bristol), 599, 600 

Executions, 760-761, 774, 791, 862, 


942-943 
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Exeter, Bishop of, 553 

Exeter, Earl of, 218 

Exeter, lived in and visited, 194-204, 
256-304, 308-310, 410-411, 414- 
448, 451-452, 458, 468-469, 477- 
478, 494-495, 496, 510-541, 560-563 

Exhibition Mechanical (Spectacle 
Mechanique), 123, 127, 317 

Exmouth, visits to, 455, 542-560 

Eyre, Baron (judge, Exeter), 201, 202 


F., Mr. (Exeter), 292 

Fabian, Mr. (minister, Ashburton), 
550 

Fairs: Bartholomew, London, 63, 663; 
in Birmingham, 347-348; in Bris- 
tol, 398-399; St. Nicholas, Exeter, 
419; Budley Salterton, 452-453; in 
Sidmouth, 479; Cloth, London, 
783; Battersea yearly, 976 

Falkenstein, Count (pseud., Emperor 
Joseph I, Austria), 374 

Faneuil (Fanneuil, Fanueil), Benja- 
min, Jr., 333, 504, 600, 609, 643 

Faneuil (Fanneil, Fanueil), Mrs. Ben- 
jamin, 579, 600, 609, 615, 616, 643, 
6. 


44 

Farley, A., Esq. (London), 126 

Farmer, Mr. (minister, London), 159 

Farnham, Colonel Daniel (Newbury- 
port, Mass.), death of, 292 

Farnham, Mr. (young, London), 983, 
984, 989 

Faucets, Mr. (minister, London), 984 

Feilding, see Fielding 

Felton, Mr. (Hackney), 979 

Fenton, Mr. (dining room of, Lon- 
don), 1005 

Ferguson, Sir Adam (House of Com- 
mons), 113 

Ferrers, Earl of, 634 

Festing (Festin), Mr. (Minister, Ex- 
mouth), 549, 550, 551, 553, SSS, 
558, 612 

Fielding (Feilding), Sir John, 50, 52, 
162, 175, 6§1 

Field Lane Street, London, 31 

Filles de joie, see Streetwalkers 

Financial arrangements with landlords 
(or ladies): London, 79, 159, 169- 
170, 172, 177, $72, $81, 654, 698, 
702, 778, 784, 796, 813, 822, 824, 
837, 839, 849-850, 860, 861, 862, 
885, 912, 913, 914, 917, 956, 967, 
968, 970; Bristol, 285; Exeter, 310, 
416, 422, 494-495, 496; Birming- 
ham, 342; Exmouth, 542 


Finnamore, Mr. (minister, Sidmouth), 


456 

Fisher, John (Mr. Fisher), identified, 
107-108; mentioned, 115, 117, 140, 
142, 143, 155, 174, 180, 599, 726, 


790 
Fisher, Mr. (speaker, debating so- 


ciety), 30 
Flavel, Mr. (minister, Dartmouth), 
464 


Flaxman, Dr. (minister, London), 859 

Fleming, Dr. (minister, London), 
128-129 

Fleming, Mr. (Lieutenant Governor 
of Quebec), 174 

Fletcher, John, Sir John van Olden 
Barnavelt, 399n3 

Fletcher, Jonathan (London), 954, 
956 

Fletcher, Captain (London), 666 

Flood, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 594 

Florio, Mr. (musician, Covent Gar- 
den), 121-122 

Flucker, Thomas (Mr. F.): identified, 
84; at London, 95, 104, 108, 135, 
140, 141, 185, 836, 846, 864, 866; 
and New England Club, 111-112; 
death of, 897 

Folger, Captain Timothy (London), 
768, 991, 1010, 1018 

Follet, A. C. (sort: of Robbin), death 
of, 509 

Follet, Molly (Exeter), 512 

Follet (Follett), Robbin (Robert) 
(landlord, Sidmouth), 204, 210, 
252, 253, 300, 303, 410, 44onI, 445, 
448, 451, 480, 530, 536 

Follett, Abraham (Exeter), 411 

Follett, Mary (Exeter), 419 

Follett, Samuel (of New England, at 
Exeter), 255, 415 

Fonnerau, John (Colchester), 325 

Food and drink: aboard Lively, 9, 18, 
19, 20-21, 22, 39; capillaise, de- 
scribed, 84; cross buns, 134; 
Sewin, in Wales, 385, 389; “John 
Dory,” at Exeter, 417, 420; liver 
(an herb), at Exeter, 439; Bowd- 
ley oysters, Exeter, 443; junket, 
described, Exeter, 444; species of 
fish, at Brixholm, 464; boiled 
turkey, etc., Exeter, 525; Silesia 
lettuce, London, 756; prescribed 
for Curwen by doctor, 804; 
Eudat St. Germain (pear), 794 

Foot, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 577, 584 

Foote, Samuel, 377; A Trip to Calais, 
47; The Commissary, 168; The 


Foote, Samuel (cont.) 
Mayor of Garret, 271 andn 

Foote, Mr. (theater manager, Exeter), 
300-301 

Foots, Mr. and Mrs. (London), 46 

Ford, Mrs. (Bristol), 576 

Forster, Mr. (Clerk of Commissioners, 
London), 944 

Fothergill, Dr. (Royal Society, Lon- 
don), 906 

Fox, Charles: on high treason bill, 
304; speech of, House of Com- 
mons, 749; dismissal of, 838, 901; 
becomes Secretary, 970; election 
ceremony of, 972; East Indies 
bill defeated, 963; rivalry with 
Pitt, 972, 973, 975, 978, 982, 983, 
986, 988, 993 

Fox, Mrs. (London), 140-141 

Foxus, Johannes (martyrologist), 
bust of, 94 

France: danger of war with, 259, 261, 
297, 382; national character of, 
432n; treaty between America 
and, 434n3, 435, 438; war declared 
against, 438-439; junction of 
Spanish and French fleets, 544, 
713; fleet of, off Plymouth, 552, 
554, 565; sweeping of African 
ports, 570; fleet of, outside Eng- 
lish Channel, 5877; ships of, at 
Gibraltar, 866, 867; peace treaty 
with Great Britain, 890; peace 
with, 957 

Francis, Mr. (minister, Exeter), 560 

Francis, Mr. (London), 846 

Franklin, Dr. Benjamin, 5—6n8, 85-86; 
his club at London tavern, 977 

Frazier, Mr. (Mason Examiner, Lon- 
don), 684, 697, 711, 712, 713 716, 
720, 722, 728, 729, 735, 736, 740, 
741, 746, 766, 828, 860, 961 

Frie, Colonel (Louisburg, Cape 
Breton), 502 

Froad, Mrs. (landlady, Bristol), 564, 
568, §70, $71, $72, $73) $75 $76, 
S577, 578, 581, 583, 587, §90, 597, 
598, 599, 601, 603, 605, 614 

Froad, Captain (Bristol), 597, 598, 
599, 601 

Froome, visit to, 238-241 

Frye, Cornelius (Cornets) (glass 
merchant, Bristol), 210, 401 

Frye, Colonel Peter: identified, 436n2; 
correspondence with, 436, 437n4, 
460; mentioned, 423n2, 437n4, 
573-577 passim, 579N3, 688, 693, 
808, 843, 909 
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Fulford, Mr. (Exmouth), 557, 552 

Fuller, Mr. (minister, London), 667, 
857 

Funnoil, Mr. and Mrs. (Bristol), 565 

Furneaux, Dr. (minister, London), 
163, 169, 185 


G., Mr. G. (London), 164 
G., I. (Isaac Smith’s friend, Exeter), 


310 

G., W. (bill of), 142 

Gal[illegible|man, [Mrs.] and daugh- 
ter Lydia (Plymouth), 305 

Gabrieli, Signora (singer, London), 
167 

Gage, General Thomas, 84, 98, 866, 
1007 

Gapper, Dr. (London), 774 

Gardener, see also Gardiner; Gardner 

Gardener, Mr. (Ware), 149 

Gardens: Vauxhall, 34, 64, 653, 688, 
847, 858, 859, 896; Grays Inn, 36, 
736, 754, 760, 762, 767, 772, 773; 
777, 778, 992; Hyde Park, 47, 836, 
888, 921, 939, 942, 949, 954, 989; 
Marybone, 48, 162, 165; Kew, 
53-54; Windsor, 55; at Eaton, 57; 
at Twickenham, 57-58; at Somer- 
set House, 122; Kensington, 122, 
782, 828, 830, 831, 835, 836, 845, 
851, 939, 989; Mr. Maddocks’ 
(Mattocks’), Walworth, 157, 161, 
745, 751, 831; Mr. Gouldney’s 
Grotto, 225-227; Mr. Luccum’s 
(Luccom’s, Luckum’s, Succom’s), 
257, 262, 443, 480, 518, 525, 526, 
528, 537; at Colchester, 323-324; 
Stow Gardens, 340; Ashton Park, 
348-349; Ford’s, 537, 537, 542; 
Bellow’s, 537; Golden Lion Yard, 
558; Tindall’s Park, 587; Spring, 
662, 879, 735, 928; Richmond, 663; 
Temple, 675, 759, 934; Hatton, 
747; Chelsea, 761; Charter House, 
773; Chiswic, 775; Drapers, 787, 
853; Florida, 789, 927, 939; Col- 
lege, 796, 801, 831, 835, 836; 
Green Park, 796, 799; Great 
Deptford, 874, 854, 880; Bishop 
of London Terrace, 827; St. 
James Park, 832, 835, 838, 851, 
859, 879, 888, 922, 925, 939, 940, 
944, 946, 954, 989, 994, 1001; Sis- 
sons, 853; Cherry, 911; Mermaid, 
927; Smith, 934; Savage’s, 937; 
Mr. Vose’s, 1000 

Gardiner (Gardner), Sylvester, 170 

Gardiner, Dr. (Bristol), 565, 570 
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Gardiner, Mrs. (Bristol), 565, 587, 
588, 758 

Gardiner, Love Eppes (daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. Gardiner), 565 

Gardner, see also Gardener; Gardiner 

Gardner, John (Massachusetts), 
102N13 

Gardner, Jonathan: at Bristol, 586, 
587, 595, 599, 601, 606, 607; at 


London, 755, 757, 759 
Gardner, Simon, son of (Bristol), 607 


Gardner (Gardiner), Vicar (Lon- 
don), 847, 848, 849 

Garnon (Garneau), Mr. (minister, 
London), 978, 1012 

Garrick, David (actor), 66, 83, 87, 
88-89, 99, 155, 161, 165, 320, 837 

Gasket, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 597 

Gaskin, Mr. (lecturer, London), 140 

Gathercock, Mr. (auction rooms of, 
London), 976 

Gent, Brother (Mason, London), 729 

Gentleman, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 
616 

George II (King of England), 54 

George III (King of England, 1760- 
1820): his hatred of George II, 
54; seen by Curwen, 42-43, 101, 
160, 317, 769-770, 783, 797, 876, 
909; on defeat of provincials at 
Quebec, 168; speech of, 261-262; 
and high treason bill, 303; visit 
to kitchen of, 809-871 

Germain (Germaine), Lord George, 
289, 340, 680, 687, 758, 774 

Gerrish, Captain Cabot, 76, 78, 80 

Gerrish, Esther (London), 321 

Geyer, Mrs. (from New York, in 
London), 776, 952 

Ghost story (tale of apparition), 540 

Gibbons, Mr. (hardware merchant, 
Bristol), 406, 408 

Gibbs, James (architect), 351 

Gibson Johnson and Company 
(bankers, London), 787 

Gifford, Dr. (of British Museum), 
170, 689, 690 

Gilbert, Mr. (tailor, London), 984, 
997-998 

Glamorgan (bigoted papist), Charles 
I’s letter to, 170-171 

Glasly, Lady (Burton), 351 

Glastonbury, visit to, 246-250 

Gloucester, Duke of, gor 

Gloucester, Duchess of, 240 

Gloucester, visits to, 211, 223-224, 
373, 618-619 

Glover, Samuel, 534n 


Glover, Mr. (Philadelphia), 4 
Glynn, Sargent (Guildhall, London), 


27 
Goddard, Mr. (parson, coach com- 
panion), 650 
Godfrey, Mr. (lodgings of, Sid- 
mouth), 480, 493 
Goldsmith, Oliver, The Hermit, 569 
Goldthwait, Colonel Thomas (Lon- 
don), 726, 746, 748, 827, 836, 844, 
846, 863, 896, 900, 979 
Goldthwait, Miss (Bristol), 675 
Gonthit, Mr. (dry salter, London), 


155 

Goodale, Nathan, 11, 37, 431, 582 

Goodhue, Benjamin, 3, 6 

Goodwin, Captain (Boston), 969 

Gordon, Lord George, 64676, 725 

Gordon, Mr. (young, Bristol), 595 

Gore, Captain John, 368 

Gore, Mr. (minister, Manchester), 
366 

Gorham (Goreham), Nathaniel, 
identified, 957; in London, 951, 
952, 957, 965; 969, 973, 975, 997; 
1010, 1015-1016, 1018, 1019, 1020- 
1027 

Gould, Justice (London), 156 

Gould, young Mr. (John or Samuel), 
764 

Gouldney, Mr. (his Grotto at Clif- 
ton), 225-227, 373 

Gower, Lord (House of Lords), 535, 


979 

Grafton, Duke of, 341 

Graham, Dr. (London), 656; temple 
of health of, 897-898 

Grant, Samuel (Salem), 171 

Grant, S. (London), 49 

Grant, Mr. (Exeter), 302 

Grant, Mr. (sermon of, London), 975 

Grantham, Lord (Secretary of State), 
890 

Grasse, Admiral Francois Joseph 
Paul de, 837, 847 

Grave, George (London), 43 

Graves, Vice Admiral Samuel, 253, 
649 

Graves, Mr. (minister, Suffolk), 650 

Gray, Harrison (Mr. H. G., Treas- 
urer): identified, 71; companion 
in London, 76, 95, 99, 104, 108, 
155, 159, 177, 316, 318, 319, 320, 
321, 713, 721, 764, 777, 864; and 
New England Club, 111-112; 
allowance of, 896n 

Gray, Harrison, Jr. (son of Harri- 
son), 225-226 


Gray, John (son of Harrison), 727 

Gray, Mrs. (Brompton), 756 

Greats, Mr. (Colchester), 324 

Green, see also Greene 

Green (Greene), David: identified, 
37; companion in London, 38, 46, 
108, III, 130, 133; and New Eng- 
land Club, 111-112 

Green, Francis (merchant, Boston), 
son of, 731 

Green, Captain John and Mrs. (Lon- 
don), 803 

Green, Jonathan (Exeter), 199, 200, 
202 

Green, Mr. (Exeter), 425 

Green, Mrs. (Exeter), 536 

Greenbury, Brother (Mason, Lon- 
don), 724, 728-734 passim, 739, 
740, 742, 743, 748, 749, 755, 762, 
763, 787, 805, 816, 828, 829, 830, 
859, 861, 883, 885, 892, 899, 958, 
1009 

Greene, see also Green 

Greene, Isaac (London), 64 

Greene (Green), Joseph: identified, 
32; companion in London, 40, 41, 
67, 70, 75, 78, 79N, 100-101, 104, 
ia, 820, 132, 130, 144, 153, 154, 
157, 159, 162, 165, 168, 175, 180, 
184, 333, 655, 660, 661; death of, 
712 

Greene, Mrs. Joseph (Widow 
Greene) (London), 78, 100, 104, 
115, 144, 180, 184, 724, 725, 728, 
731, 733, 736, 739, 744, 750, 761, 
763, 766, 779, 849, 855, 896; death 
of husband, 772 

Greene, General Nathaniel, on 
Franklin, 85n12 

Greene, Admiral (privateer), 648 

Greene, Mr. (London), 748, 769 

Greenfield, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 
590 

Greenleaf, B. (Massachusetts), 102n13 

Greenleaf, I. (Boston), 678 

Greenwood, John (London), 729 

Greenwood, Mr. (London), 75 

Gresham, Mr. (hardware seller, 
Brixholm), 465 

Grey, Mr. (member for Colchester), 


323 
Grey, Mr. (Royal Society), 905 
Grindall, Archbishop, tomb of, 179 
Grinnell, Joseph (London), 32 
Griswold, Deputy Governor Roger 
(Connecticut), 85n12 
Grosvener, Lord, 139 
Grosvenor, Mrs. (London), 179 
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Grubstreet, described, 49 

Guest, Brother (London), 897 

Guildhall (Exeter), 265-266 

Guildhall (London), 27, 34-35, 74, 
181; poll taken for Chamberlain 
at, 116-117, 117-118, 173-174, 175, 
176 

Gunston, Mr. (friend of Dr. Watts), 
95-96 

Gunston, Brother (Mason, London), 
765 

Gwynn, Mr. (Newburyport, Mass.), 
386 

Gwynn, Mr. (seat of, Ford Abbey), 
412-413 


H., H. (London), 73, 154 

H[dlegible], Mr. (Exeter), 289 

Hagley, visit to, 344-347 

Hale, Mr. (London), 844, 851, 862 

Hale, Mr. (brewer, London), 922 

Halifax, visit to, 361-362 

Hall, Mr. (America), 174 

Hall, Mr. and Mrs. (Devon), 568 

Hallowell, Benjamin, 314, 797 

Hallowell, Gardiner (father of 
Robert, at Poole), 674 

Hallowell, Robert, 570, 580, 606, 614, 
615, 645 

Hallowell, Mrs. T. Robert, 829 

Hampton Court, visit to, 54 

Han, Mrs. (hardware shop of, Lon- 
don), 947 

Hancock, John, 8, 7029-1030, 1039 

Handel, George Frederick, The 
Messiah, 121, 213 

Handleigh (Standleigh), Misses 
(lodgings at, Exeter), 416, 448 

Hanhill, Mr. (London), 845 

Hankes, Mr. (minister, Birmingham), 
202 216 

Harbin, Mr. (ventriloquist, London), 
99-100 

Harding, Sir Charles, 758 

Harding, Mr. (London), 112 

Hardy, Sir Charles (Admiral), 543, 
565 

Harper, Dr. (British Museum), 688, 
778 

Harriden (Harredon), Captain (of 
America, in London), 755, 757, 
759 

Harrington, Mr. (innkeeper, Isle of 
Wight), 1027 

Harris, Captain (Hanover planter), 
256-257 

Harris, Dr. (minister, London), 451- 


452 
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Harris, Mr. (minister, Lyme), 413 

Harris’s list, 123 

Harrison, Colonel Benjamin, 7, 85n12 

Harrison, Gilbert, companion in Lon- 
don, 60, 63, 105, 118, 333, 680, 
747, 822, 845, 846, 858, 951, 994, 
1014, 1016 

Harrison, Mrs. Gilbert, 38, 680, 822, 
845 

Harrison, John, funeral of, 797 

Harrison, Mr. (minister, London), 
68, 779, 853, 860, 865 

Harrison, Mr. (minister, Manchester), 
366 

Harrop, J. and Mrs. (London), 793 

Hartford, Mr. and Mrs. (Bristol), 583 

Hartley, David (the younger), 579, 
520 

Harvey, General, 168 

Harwood, Jemmy (London), 660 

Haskins, Alderman (Bristol), 606 

Hastie, James, 167, 168 

Haton, Mr. (Philadelphia), 7 

Haven, Miss Betsey (Bristol), 379 

Hawker, Mr. (seat of, Poundisford), 
449 

Hawkes, Mr. (minister, Birmingham), 
218, 349 

Hawkins, Captain (of sloop, Bristol 
to Swansea), 382 

Hawkins, Mr. (clerk, London), 666, 
964 

Hawley, Major (Massachusetts) , 
102N13 

Hay (Hays), Captain (Mr.), com- 
panion in London, 134, 140, 776, 
779; 780, 781, 786, 800, 806, 829, 
838, 863, 874, 880, 886, 942, 953, 
956, 957, 965, 966 

Hay (Hays), Mrs. (London), s509nq, 
513, 528, 660, 668, 701, 740, 746, 
748, 749, 760, 768, 774, 780, 793, 
827, 833, 845, 852, 863, 870, 878, 
888, 889, 894, 912, 949, 952, 953; 
960, 965, 988, 989 

Hay, Miss (friend of A. Dalglish), 858 

Hayley, Mr. (accountant), London), 
121, 130, 333 

Hayley, Mrs. (London), 699, 967, 981 

Hayley, Sheriff (London), 74-75, 
667-668 

Hayly (Hayley), George, go 

Haynes, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 375 

Haywood, Dean (imitator of Christ), 
tomb of, 350 

Health: in childhood, 499; seizure, 
described, 502; accidents, 502-504, 
506-507; diet prescribed for, 804; 


Health (cont.) 
despairs of, 817-818; whiz sounds 
in ear, 856-857, 908, 915, 916, 927, 
934, 963 

Heard (Hurd), Sir Isaac (Norroy 
King at Arms), 60, 123, 126, 144, 
174, 181, 870, 871, 873, 875 

Heard, Mrs. Isaac, 144 

Heath, Mr. (justice, London), 695 

Heath, Mr. (Bristol), 649 

Heister, General, 393 

Hembury Fort (Danish encamp- 
ment), Visit to, 253-255 

Hendley, Captain (from Newfound- 
land, at Newton Abbot), 510 

Henry, Prince, death of, 852 

Heron, Mr. (wigmaker, London), 772 

Herries’ (Mr.) lectures on the sub- 
lime, 41 

Herring, Archbishop, tomb of, 179 

Hertford, Lord, 47 

Hertfordshire, visit to, 330 

Hesse, Prince of, 68 

Hewes, Joseph, 8n22 

Hicks (Hickes), Miss (niece of 
Samuel Pierce, Exeter), 205, 207, 
208-209, 256-262 passim, 266, 270, 
309, 441 

Higginson, Mr. (London), 754, 776, 
886 

Higgs, Mr. (Exeter), 444 

Higgs, Mr. (waterman, London), 977 

High treason bill, American, 303-304 

Hill, David (Exeter), 578 

Hill, Emery (builder, London), 183 

Hill, Lydia (the late, of Plymouth), 


305 

Hills, Mr. (apothecary, London), 976 

Hinchcliff, Dr. (minister, London), 
116 

Hinde, Squire (Brixholm), 465 

Hindon incapacitating bill, 126 

Hingston, Mr. (apothecary, Lon- 
don), 83 

Hoare, Mr., seat and gardens of, 
228-231 

Hobbes, Mr. (minister, Colchester), 


324 

Hoddesdon, visits to, 146-147, 149- 
153, 162 

Hodge, Mr. B. (Sidmouth), 454 

Hodges, Captain Benjamin (Lon- 
don), 997 

Hogg (Hog), Mr. (minister, Exeter), 
203, 266, 269, 273, 277, 285-286, 
289-290, 293-301 passim, 309, 416, 
417, 420, 424, 426, 429, 430, 439, 
441, 443, 446, 452, 456, 471, 478, 


Hogg, Mr. (cont.) 
509, 511, 512, $18, 519, 524-544 
passim, 614, 845 

Hogg, Mrs. (Exeter), 293, 420, 426, 


435) 439 

Holdsworth, Mr. (mayor of Dart- 
mouth), 463 

Hole, Archdeacon William (Barn- 
staple), 429, 527 

Holland, peace with, 952 

Hollis, Mr. (sentenced for bribery), 
166, 185 

Holmes, Mr. (minister, Exeter), 200, 
269, 288, 546 

Holstein, Duke of, 218 

Holt, Sir Charles, 349 

Holt, Lady, 348 

Holthon, Sir Richard (candidate for 
sheriff, London), 1003 

Holton, Dr. (Massachusetts), 102n13 

Holyoke, Dr. Edward Auguste 402, 
720, 815 

Homer’s Iliad, 78 

Honiston, Mr. (London), 997 

Honiton: fire at, 299-300; annual per- 
tgs of lacemakers at, 457- 


Honk, Mr. (jeweler, London), 795 

Honour, Mrs. (coach companion), 
186 

Hood, Commodore Samuel (Boston), 

13, 832 

Hook[s], Mr. (Beer), 450, 469 

Hooper, Joseph, identified, 42; com- 
panion in London, 43, 49, 51, 923, 
926, 964, 971, 976 

Hopkins, Esek (American sea com- 
mander), 200 

Hopkins, Alderman, and election of 
Chamberlain, 116, 117-118, 173- 
174, 175, 176 

Hopkins, Mr. (kitchen help at King’s 
palace), 809 

Horne, Squire (owner of Leasowes’ 
pleasure grounds), 346 

Hornsey, Mr. (Exeter), 282-283, 425, 
51g 

Hornsey, Mrs. (Exeter), 526, 527 

Hoskens, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 588 

Hostler, Mr. (Teignmouth), 462 

Hotham, Baron (judge, Exeter), 201, 
392, 438, $27 

House of Commons, Lords, see 
Parliament 

Houston, Mr. (packer, London), 
914, 921 

Howe (How), Admiral Richard 
(Lord), 862, 863, 865, 867 
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Howe (How), Sir William (Gen- 
eral), 185, 393, 3945 420, 437, 693; 
goes to America, 112; and cap- 
ture of New York, 199-200, 256, 
261, 265; and battle at Kings- 
bridge, 277, 284, 289, 382; pro- 
posed expedition to Boston, 404; 
abandons Boston, 666 

Hubbard, Mr. (minister, London), 
785 

Huddersfield, visit to, 360 

Hudson, Mrs. (actress, Exeter), 428 

Hudson, Miss (Mrs.?) (landlady, 
Manchester), 366 

Hughes, Peter, 43 

Hughes, Mr. (seat of, Hoddesdon), 
146-147, 150, 152, 153, 162, 170, 
178, 179, 321, 932 

Hughes, Mr. (H.?) (druggist?, Lon- 
don), 36, 42, 662, 720, 724, 839, 
851, 878, 909, 927, 941, 976, 990, 
997, 1018 

Hughes, Mr. (master of Paragon), 
1022 

Hughes, Admiral, defeat of Dutch 
by, 825 

Hull, Mr. (Exmouth), 546, 549 

Hume, Sir Abram (Wormsleybury), 
151, 932 

Hunter, Dr. (London), 737 

Hunter, Mr. (seat of, Hampstead), 
855 

Huntington, Lady, 546 

Huntley (the hatter, London), &so 

Hurd, Dr. (Bishop of Litchfield and 
Coventry), 161, 173, 724, 728 

Hurd, Sir Isaac, see Heard, Sir Isaac 

Husband, Mr. (critic, London), 730 

Hutchins, Mr. (London), 724, 726 

Hutchinson, Elisha (son of Thomas), 
identified, 27; companion in 
London, 44, 45, 87, 154, 162, 173, 
314, 635, 733, 744, 763, 843, 850; 
and New England Club, 111 

Hutchinson, Mrs. Elisha, 744 

Hutchinson, Margaret (Peggy, daugh- 
ter of Thomas), 27 and ns, 314 

Hutchinson, Governor Thomas 
(Gov. H.): identified, 27-28; 
companion in London, 30, 32, 33, 
36, 40, 43-44 and n10, 64, 75, 79, 
82, 83, 84, 92, 93, 100-101, 108, 
112, 117, I19, 130, 132, 135, 138, 
155, 156, 161-162, 169, 180, 185, 
314, 700; letters of, 72; funeral, 
102n14, Diary of, 154n2, 162n; 
correspondence with, 268n, 548 
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Hutchinson, Thomas (London, son 
of Governor Thomas), 799, 872, 
836, 838, 854, 888, 904 

Hutchinson, William Sanford, identi- 
fied, 112; and New England Club, 
IITI-I12 


Hyalt, Mr. (fellow lodger, Exeter), 
197 
Hyslop, Mr. (minister, London), 822 


I., Mr. (Exeter, “thought poor”), 435 
Ilchester, Lord, park of, 229 
Iliffe, Mr. (innkeeper, Exeter), 194, 


195 

Illchester, Lady (Abbotsbury), 482, 
485 

India House, auction of tea at, 797 

Influenza, epidemic of, 832 

Ingatestone, visit to, 322 

Ingers, Miss (Bristol), 569 

Ingersoll (Ingersol), Captain (of 
Union), 990-991, 995, 997, 998, 
1010, 1012, 1015, 1016, 1017, 1019, 
1020-1027 

Ingersoll, David, 179 

Ingersoll, Jared, 179 

Ingersoll, young, 67 

Inman, James (Hoddesdon), 947 

Inman, John (brother of Ralph), 150, 
152 

Inman, John (son of Ralph), 609, 666, 
7124 

Inman, Mrs. John, 609 

Inman, Ralph, 150, 609 

Inman, Miss (British native), 609 

Inny, Miss (Exmouth), 558-559 

Inventory of clothing and effects, 
702-710, 839-8 42 

Ipswich, visit to, 325 

Ireland, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 375, 
596 

Ireland: review of soth regiment, 537; 
rumor of invasion of, by France, 
534; discontent of, 535 

Irish Giant (Bristol), 578 

Isle, Mr. (passenger on Union), 1020- 
1027 

Isle of Doggs, visit to, 924 

Isle of Wight, visit to, 1022 


Jlillegible), Lord, 232 

J.. Mr. (and B.P.), 162 

Jackson, Jonathan (of Newburyport, 
Mass., in London), 987, 1010- 
1011, 1012 

Jackson, William (of Boston, in Lon- 
don), 696, 697, 702, 710, 713 

Jackson, Mrs. (Oldford), 950 


Jackson, Mrs. (circulating library of, 
London), 567 

Jacquet, Sir John and Lady, portraits 
of, 324 

James, Mr. (Bristol), 606 

Japee, Mr. (widower, Bristol), 380 

Jarvis, see also Jervis 

Jarvis, Brother (Mason, London), 
741, 742, 765, 829 

Jeffries, Dr. John (Boston), 784, 803, 
804, 806, 865 

Jenkins, Mr. (clothier, Shepton Mal- 
let), 228, 235, 478 

Jenkins, Mrs. (Shepton Mallet), 246, 
265 

Jenkins, Miss (Sidmouth), 206-207, 
208 

Jenkins, Mr. (minister, London), 318 

Jenkins, Mr. (Welsh minister, Lon- 
don), 929 

Jennings, Mr. (minister, London), 
107, 119, 124, 131, 141, 154 

Jervais, Mr. (artist, London), 158 

Jervis (Jarvis), John, 197, 448, 456, 
460, 475, 495, 507-508, 538, 543; 
550, 552, 700 

Jervis (Jarvis), Thomas, 460, 543, 700 

Jillard, Mr. (minister, Taunton), 456 

Jirrald, Mr. (minister of Society of 
Dissenters, Hillsbishop), 209-210 

John, King, remains of palace of, 91, 
103, 354 

Johnson, Captain Holton (Holden) 
(of Lively): on voyage Salem to 
Philadelphia, 1-3; on voyage 
Philadelphia to Dover, 9-24; cor- 
respondence, 117; mentioned, 28, 
345 435 45, 504, 903, 904, 910, 912, 
913, 914, 917, 921, 922, 925, 1006, 
1008, 1012 

Johnson, Master (Mason, London), 


743 

Johonnot (Johnnot), Peter (Petre), 
171-172, 173, 661, 8964 

Jones, Betty (maidservant, Bristol), 
602 

Jones, Inigo (architect), 191 

Jones, Ned (servant, Bristol), 599 

Jones, Commander John Paul, 5667 

Jones, Mr. (lodgings of, London), 63 

Jones, Mr. (minister, Exmouth), 557 

Jones, Mr. (pawnbroker, Bristol), 644 

Jones, Mr. (portrait of Curwen by, 
London), 661 

Jones, Mrs. (London), 750 

Jones, Mr. (of Boston, in London), 
762 

Jones, Mr. (minister, Broxburn), 947 


1065 





Jordan, Captain (of Galatea), 256-257 

Jordan, Mr. (Mason, London), 684, 
711 

Josiah, Elizabeth (Mrs. James), 938 

Joy, John, 368, 373 

Joy, Mrs. (of Boston), 739 

Jukes, Mr. (innkeeper, Birmingham), 
342 


K., Mrs. (Halston), 548 

K., Miss Betty (Exeter), 548 

Kane, Mr. (London), 140 

Kay, Mr. and Mrs. (London), 793 
Kaye, Dr. (minister, London), 101 
Keate[s], Mr. (jeweler, London), 998 


Keene, Mr. (woolen draper, London), 


119 
Kennedy, Mrs. (actress), 677 
Kennicot, Mr. (minister, Dartmouth), 

464 
Kent, Mr. (portrait of), 137 
Kent, Mrs. (landlady, London), 909, 

912, 914 
Keppel (Keppell), Admiral Augustus, 

453, 457, 478, 882; court martial 

of, 470 and n1; acquittal of, 523; 

speech of, 737; becomes first lord 

of admiralty, 970 
Keppell, Bishop (Exeter), 282 
Kercudbright, Lord, 869 
Ketch, Jack (executioner, London), 

669, 774-775 
Kiddle (Kiddell, Mr. K.), Mr. (min- 

ister, Shepton Mallet), 227, 228, 

233, 235, 242, 245, 240, 447, 543, 

y6l 
Kiddle, Mrs. (Shepton Mallet), 233, 


235, 245 

Kiddle, Miss(es) (Exeter, Exmouth), 
$31, 532, $35, 544, 5475 550, 551; 
SIS, $61, 565, 568, 575 

Kienor[s], Mr., 308 

Kilpin, Mrs. (landlady, London), 966, 


967 

King, Daniel (Salem), 843 

Kingeston, Mr. (London), 787 

Kings College (Cambridge), 328-330 

Kingston, Duchess of (Elizabeth 
Chudleigh), trial of, 47 and n17, 
141-142, 143-144, 871 

Kippis, Dr. (minister, London), 79, 
177, 319-320, 543. See also 
Churches and Meeting Houses, 
London, Dr. Kipp’s (Kippis’) 
M.H. 

Kircup, Mr. (minister, Sidbury), 208, 


252-255, S45 


Kirkman, Mr. (Alderman, London), 
667-668, 669, 670 

Knight, Shire (nomination of, 
Exeter), 202 

Knight, Mr. (attorney, Taunton), 507 

Kutchin (sister of Mr. Hughes), 720 


Lacy, Mrs. (Sidmouth), 508 

Ladbrook, Sir John, 40 

Ladies Disputing Club (London), 687, 
698 

Lady Day (rents recommence on), 
566, 820 

Lake, Bybie, Esq., seat of, 152 

Lakin, Mr. (Birmingham), 212,214: 
2ife 210,220, 2221 223s cA2 ents 
344, 349, 635 

Lakin, Mrs. (Birmingham), 598 

Lakin, Michael (Birmingham), 212, 
214, 218, 220, 221, 344, 635, 780, 
781, 782, 930 

Lakin, Nancy (Birmingham), 212-223 
PASSiM, 342, 3435 344, 349, 635, 
782; correspondence with, 227n, 
246n, 273n, 286, 287 

Lakin, Misses (2) (Birmingham), 220 

Laman, Captain (of Revenge), 274 

Lambe, Sir Thomas, 635 

La Motte, M. (musician, Covent 
Garden), 121-122 

Lamport, Mr. (minister, Honiton), 


493 

Lane, John (son of Thomas), 37, 43, 
45, 48, 49, 102, 117, 124, 126, 693 

Lane, John (governor), 316 

Lane, Thomas, 43 

Lane, Mrs. (John or Thomas? ), 43 

Langdale, Mr., house of, 653 

Langdon, Dr. Samuel, resigns as presi- 
dent of Harvard, 72310 

Langdon, W. (London), 124 

Langford’s (medals and coins, Lon- 
don), 331, 332 

Lascelles, Dr. (Hotwells), 379, 380, 
382 

Laurens, Henry, seizure of papers of, 
689 

Lavington, Mr. (apothecary, Exeter), 
418, 419, 435, 436 

Lavis, Miss (Bristol), 674 

Law, Dr. (Bishop of Carlisle), 537 

Lawrence, Mr. (shoemaker, Bristol), 
588 

Leasowes, Mr. (pleasure grounds of, 
near Birmingham), 344, 346-347 

Leavit[s], Mr. (Bristol), 587, 595 

Leavit, Mrs. (Salem), 363 
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Lechmere, Antony (son of Nicholas), 
591 

Lechmere, Nicholas (brother of 
Richard, Bristol), 597, 598, 609, 
647, 649 

Lechmere, Richard (Bristol), 575, 
576, 591, 595, 598, 605, 609, 645, 
648 649, 658, 885 

Lechmere, Thomas (deceased), 697 

Lee, Arthur and William (brothers), 

522 

Lee, Joseph, 5, 8, 9 

Lee, Richard Henry, 7 

Lee, William, seat of, Slade, 252, 414, 
508 

Lee, Mr. (button maker, Birming- 
ham), 215 

Lee, Mrs. (Otterton), 454 

Lee, Widow, seat of, at Ebford, 448, 
552 

Leeds, visit to, 359-360 

Leek, visit to, 369 

Leeke, Mr. (Treasury, London), 1014 

Legg, Mr. (woolen draper, London), 
118 

Leggs, Mrs. (2) (London), 43 

Leigh, Charles, Esq., 369 

Leigh, Dr. (Baliol College), 338 

Leonard, Mr. (London), 779 

Leoni (Lioni) Mr. (singer), 93, 97, 121 

Les Ombres Chinois, 127-128, 165 

Le Trapp, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 407 

Lever, Sir Ashton (collection of, Lon- 
don), 37 

Lewis, Mr. (actor), 730 

Lewis, Mr. (Bristol), 577 

Library, Bristol, visit to, 406 

Lincoln, Mr. (optician, London), 
1019 

Lindo, Elias (merchant, London), 994 

Lindsay (Lyndsay), Mr. (minister, 
London), 65, 69, 668, 670, 675, 
676, 678, 680, 684, 692, 694, 695, 
697, 700, 710, 711, 712, 714, 729, 
723, 7255 735» 747s 749, 767; 778, 
784, 786, 817, 824, 829, 834, 836, 
837, 842, 846, 851, 863, 864, 868, 
875, 883, 886, 887, 890, 891, 893, 
896, 899, 900, 902, 907, 913, 918- 
928 passim, 939, 940, 949, 952, 953; 
956-962 passim, 965, 970-979 pas- 
Sim, 982, 989, 995, 997, 1002-1003, 
1005, 1009, 1014-1015, 1017 

Lisburne, Lord (obelisk of, Top- 
sham), 543, 547 

Liscomb, Mr. (apothecary, Exeter), 
417 

Lisle, Sir George, 323 


Litchfield, visit to, 349-350 

Lively (schooner), 31, 39-40, 42, 43; 
504-505; voyage Salem to Phil- 
adelphia, 1-3; voyage Philadelphia 
to Dover, 9-24 

Liverpool, visit to, 627-628 

Lloyd, D. (London), 46 

Lloyd, Parson (London), robbery by, 
853-854 

Lloyd, William (Bulverton), 496 

Lloyd, Mr. (London), 173, 212 

Lloyd, Mr. (slitting mills of, Birming- 
ham), 214, 343 

Lloyd, Mr. (of the Regiment), 283- 
28 

Loeres Mr. (minister, Exeter), 992 

London, Bishop of, house of, 777 

London, resided in, 26-52, 59-146, 
153-185, 313-322, 331-334, 653- 
1019 

London Bridge, 679, 761, 764, 768, 779, 
789, 828, 856, 858, 887, 896, 907, 
912, 916, 927, 934, 935, 938, 941, 
977, 984 

Long, Mr. (coach companion), 478 

Long, Mrs. (Ireland), 609 

Longara, Don (Austrian), 597 

Longbottom, Mrs. (landlady, Lon- 
don), 697, 702 

Lord Mayor (Maior, Mayer), 74-75, 
682, 869, 890, 957; sworn into 
office, 83, 794; attends service at 
St. Paul’s, 138; letter to, from 
Townshend, 875 

Loring, Commodore Joshua, death of, 
791 

Lottery: losses in, 292, 648, 649, 655, 
668, 712, 748; winnings in, 423n1,4, 
740, 742, 937; tickets purchased, 
565, 567, 576, 577, 644, 680, 956; 
drawings, 575, 690-691; state 
lottery, 575; letter to I. Smith 
concerning, 576; Irish, 592, 606, 
735, 827, 848; mentioned, 422n, 
575, 602, 655, 679, 680, 695, 696, 
697, 700, 792, 793, 794, 795, 798; 
801, 803, 867, 870, 871, 879, 884 

Loughboro, Lord, 647, 693 

Lowell, John (Newburyport, Mass), 
102N13, 441 

Lowth, Bishop (of London), death of, 
813 

Loyalist petition, supported by admin- 
istration, 922 

Loyd, Miss (London), 46 

Lucas, Sir Charles, 323 

Lucas, Mrs. (Birmingham), 220 


Luccum, Mr., see Gardens, Mr. 
Luccum’s 

Lull, Robert (Dover Castle), 24-25 

Luxmore, Mr. (Tavistock), 454 

Lyde, Mr. (London), 755 

Lyde, Captain (London), 1016 

Lyme, visits to, 413-414, 473-474 

Lynch, Thomas (North Carolina), 
85n12 

Lyndsay, see Lindsay 

Lyttleton, Lord, 344-345 


McCall, Brother (Mason, London), 


711 

McGilchrist, The Reverend William, 
60, 61n29, 515 

Macklin, Mr. (actor), 962 

Mackworth, Sir Herbert, 387 

Madan (Maddan, Madden, Maddams), 
Martin (chaplain of Lock Hos- 
pital), 91, 172, 691, 827 

Maddocks (Mattocks), Mr. (florist, 
London), 157, 161, 745, 751, 831 

Maddox, Mr. (Bristol), 647, 649 

Magg, Mr. (Exeter), 289, 290, 294, 297 

Magnalis (Magnall), Miss (niece of 
Mr. Wilkinson), 216, 220, 221, 
357-358 

Magnalis, Mr. (brother), 358 

Maillard, Mr. (Bristol), 589 

Majarde, Mr. (Lisbon merchant), 272- 
273 

Manchester, visits to, 363-368, 629 

Manning, Mr. (minister, Exeter), 200, 
203, 257, 269, 272, 274, 289, 290, 
292, 295-296, 302, 422, 432, 437, 
439, 444, 520, 522, 530, $39, 613, 
614; ordination of, 451-452 

Manning, Mrs. (Exeter), 446 

Mansfield, Captain (at Lake Cham- 
plain), 274 

Mansfield, Lord, 27, 87, 113, 171, 181, 
337, 883, 892; manner of, 35, 
39n21; seat of (Caenwood), 140, 
142, 655, 679; destruction of house 
of, 646n6 

Manufactures: Flintglass house, 41; 
China (London), 52; carpet 
(London), 64; porcelain (Lon- 
don), 67-68; Gentleman’s Maga- 
zine, 70-71; bell founders, 123; 
white glass house, polishers, and 
engravers, 168, 178; looms in 
Spitalfields, 178, Squire Bowles’ 
Crown glass, 181-182, 222; paper 
and silk mills (Overton), 187; 
miscellaneous, in Birmingham, 
214-215, 216, 217, 218-219, 220, 
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Manufactures (cont.) 
222, 343, 348; Bolton and Fother- 
gill’s (Birmingham), 217, 218-219; 
S. Taylor’s Crown glass, 225; Mr. 
Morgan’s clothiers, Shepton Mal- 
let, 228; spinning jennies, Shepton 
Mallet, 233, 237; paper mill, near 
Shepton Mallet, 243; Jordan’s 
brewhouse, Oakhill, 245; serge, 
Exeter, 268, copper works, silk 
mills and porcelain, Derby, 352; 
colliery, Sheffield, 358; scribbling 
mill (wool), Leeds, 359; cloth 
markets, Leeds and Huddersfield, 
360; nap raising mill, Halifax, 361; 
copperas works, Halifax, 361; in 
Manchester, 365-366; in Leek, 369; 
Taylor & Jones, Wolverhampton, 
370; in Stourbridge, 370-371; por- 
celain (Worcester), 371; glass 
house of Coghlan Ekton 
(Bristol) , 405-406; horseshoes, 
near Bristol, 407; carpets, Ax- 
minster, 412, 473; silk mills, 
Derby, 635; China or porcelain 
(Brosley), 637; iron (Brosley), 
637-639; Artillery Park, Wool- 
wich, 740; Mr. Snelson’s flatting 
millworks, 870; looms at Knights- 
bridge, 980 

March, Miss (London), 973, 974, 975, 
976 

Marion, Colonel Francis, 171-172 

Markham, D. (Bishop of Chester), 
161, 728 

Marlborough, Duke of, 412 

Marlborough, visit to, 657 

Marm, John (London), 38 

Marriot, Judge D[illegible] (Lon- 
don), 994 

Marsebury, visit to, 245 

Marsh, Mr. (wine merchant, Bristol), 
588 

Marshall, Samuel (Quaker, of Amer- 
ica), 5n6 

Martin, Ben, optical shop of, 27, 31, 
76, 105 

Martin, Captain Thomas: identified, 
47; companion in London, 48, 49, 
50, 51, 52, 59, 62-76 passim; on 
Windsor tour, 53-59 passim 

Martin, Mrs. (landlady, Bristol), 595 

Mason, Colonel John Tufton, 76-77, 
78 

Mason, Robert (Birmingham), 214, 
216, 342-343, 344, 348, 381n5 

Mason, Mr. (minister, London), 1072 
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Masonic Lodge: Mr. Dalglish made 
brother, 684; Curwen becomes 
brother, 694; at Free Mason’s 
Lodgings, 699; Freemason Proces- 
sion (play), 716-779; lectures, 
722, 7124, 734, 762, 763; mentioned, 
730, 733, 805, 830, 881, 885, 886, 
897, 958, 1003-1004 

Masonic Lodges: Angel Lodge, 729; 
Blue Boar’s Head Lodge, 699, 
700; Corinthian Lodge, 743; 
Crown Ale House Lodge, 724, 
726, 730, 732, 733, 738, 739, 748, 


751, 759, 762, 763, 765, 766, 768; 
Crown and Cushion Lodge, 747; 


Crown and Rolls (Coffee House), 
732, 734, 750; Crown Tavern 
Lodge, 684, 697, 710, 720, 721, 723, 
727, 746; of independence, 728; 
Mariners’ Lodge, 694, 740, 744; at 
Vauxhall, 876; White Bear Tav- 
ern and Coffee House, 776; White 
Hart Inn and Tavern, 724, 754 
Massachusetts: form of government 
of, 662; conditions in, 727 
Massachusetts Exclusion bill, 446, 524 
Massachusetts Refugees, meetings of, 
892, 893, 894, 895, 922, 983. See 
also New England Club 
Masters, Mr. (lecturer, London), 152- 


153 

Mather, Mr. Samuel, 927, 934, 935, 936, 
939, 949, 950 

Mather, Peggy (wife of Samuel), 927, 
935, 936, 939, 950, 952, 961 

Mather, Mr. (minister, Birmingham), 
217 

Mathews, Mr. (minister, London), 
842 

Matlock, visit to, 631-633 

Mattocks, see Maddocks 

Matty (Maty), Dr. (Royal Society), 
905, 906 

Maudit, Jasper, 40, 44 

Maxwell, Dr. (minister, London), 77 

May, Mr. (platemaker, Birmingham), 
204; 215 

May, Mr. (whip maker, Birmingham), 


343 

Meggot, Miss (Bristol), 537, 537, 544, 
549, 553, 556, 563-577 passim, 580, 
581, 584, 600, 606, 613, 616, 618 

Melcomb Regis, visit to, 484 

Mendip, visits to, 242-243, 245 

Mengs (Minkes), Raphael Antonio 
(painter), 338 

Meredith, Sir William, 218 


Merevail, Mr: at Sidmouth, 469, 470, 
471, 472; at Exeter, 579, 525, 530. 
See also Meservale, Mr. 

Merevail, Mrs. (Sidmouth), 469 

Merrick, Lieutenant (London), 133 

Meservale (Merevail?), Mr. (Sid- 
mouth), 460 

Mesurier, Saul (candidate for sheriff, 
London), 1003 

Mifflin, Thomas (Quaker, of Amer- 
ica), 5n6 

Mile End Almshouse (London), 985 

Milford, Mrs. (Sidmouth), 493 

Mills, Mr. (London), 184, 185, 268n, 
314, 983 

Mills, Mrs. (London), 184, 185, 314- 
315, 684 

Mills, Dean (minister, Exeter), 282 

Miln, Mr. (minister, London), 44 

Milton, John, 148, 480; Paradise Lost, 
115 

Minkes, see Mengs 

Mistley, visit to, 324-325 

Mitchel, Mr. (shipowner, Bristol), 
582 

Mitchell, Mr. (House of Commons), 
737 

Mitford, Mr. (young, Sidmouth), 422, 
497, 498, 508, 509 

Mitford, Mrs. (mother of young 
Mr.), 507, 508, 509 

Molesworthy, Lord, 696 

Molyneux, Sir Francis, 125 

Monkhouse, Mr. (fellow, Queen’s 
College, Oxford), 335, 336, 337, 


Monson, Lord: seat of, 150-151, 932; 
funeral monuments of family of, 
152 

Montague, Duke of, 737 

Montgomery, Colonel Richard, 91, 
98 

Moody, Mr. (actor), 106, 379 

Moody, Brother( Mason, London), 
699, 701 

Moore, Mr. (London), 64 

More, Canon (minister, Exeter), 529, 
562 

More, Mr. (minister, London), 135 

Morell, Dr. (minister, London), 65 

Moreton, Mrs. (friend of Mrs. Codd, 
London), 851 

Morgan, Frank (minister, Shepton 
Mallet), 245-246 

Morgan, Mr. (clothier, Shepton Mal- 
let), 228, 235, 236, 245 

Morgan, [Mr.?], Jr. (clothier, Shep- 
ton Mallet), 245 


Morgan, Mr. (minister, Exeter), 280, 


287, 294, 309, 310, 442, 514, $79, 
525, 532, 534 $39; 541, 542, 543 
Morgan, Mrs. (Exeter), 309 


Morgan, Mr. (minister, late of 
Leskard Cornwall), 456 

Morgan, Mrs. (Mrs. Codd’s sister, 
London), 842 

Morris, Captain Roger (New York), 
865, 873 

Morris, Farmer (Exmouth), 552, 555 

Morrison, Mr. (schoolmaster, Lon- 
don), 62, 63 

Morrison, Mr. (minister, London), 48 

Morrow, Colonel (of Cowbridge, 
Wales, in London), 866, 897 

Moss, Mr. (apothecary, Bristol), 607 

Mountmorris, Lord, 700 

Mowatt, Captain, burning of Fal- 
mouth by, 99, 119n2 

Mugg, Mr. (minister, Exeter), 423 

Mundy, Mr. (minister, Exmouth), 
544, 553 

Murchison, Mr. (tailor, London), 
870 

Murgatroyd, Mr. (innkeeper, Hali- 
fax), 361 

Murray, Colonel John, 332 

Murray, Lord John, 367 

Murray, General, court martial of, 
881, 882 

Museums: Coxes, 32; Leicester House, 
37; British, 38-39, 162, 170-171, 
689-690, 756; Pinchbeck’s (Pinch- 
back’s), 127, 158; Exhibition room 
in the Strand, 158; Exhibition 
room of Royal Academy in Pall- 
mall, 158, 757, 922; Spaw, 174; 
Ashmolean, Oxford, 336 

Musgrave, Mr. (Hoddesdon), 150 


N., Mr. and Mrs. (London), zoz0 

Nantucket, Mass., 11 

Nares, Justice (London), 34, 156 

Nation, Mr. (Exeter), 293, 295, 301, 
309, 310, 416, 421, 422, 423, 426, 
427, 430, 435, 437, 438; 439, 441, 
442, 446, 448, 454, 511, 578, 521, 
528, 530, 549, 567 

Nation, Mrs. (Exeter), 301, 309, 310, 
Bear) a's 54, S10) 525; 532s 


53 

Neat, Mr. (London), 9 

Neath, visit to, 387 

Nebit, Miss (shirtmaker, London), 76, 
656 

Needham, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 
571, §78 
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Nelson, Mr. (from Salem and Ireland, 
at Manchester), 363, 364, 366, 368 

Nelson, Mr. (young, from Exeter, at 
London), 989 

Nesbitt, Mrs. (London), 143 

Ness, Mr. (London), 789 

Neufville, Mr. (Bristol), 580 

Newbury, Visits to, 312, 652 

Newcomb, Sheriff (Exeter), 527 

New England (dinner) Club, 128, 134, 
317, 318; at Adelphi Tavern, 110, 
I11I-112, 115; at Crown and 
Anchorsi17, 120,612 tie anda ys 
at Dolly’s Beefsteak House, 156; 
at St. Clement’s Coffee House, 158 

Newman, Holdsworth (brother of 
Lidstone, Dartmouth), 463 

Newman, Lidstone (L. N., friend of 
Jemmy Russell, Dartmouth), 120, 
I2I, 122, 158, 463, 464 

Newman, Mr. (London), 935 

Newnham, Sheriff (London), 74-75, 
667-668 

Newport, visit to, 390 

Newton, Sir Isaac, 906 

Newton, Bishop Thomas (Bristol) : 
identified, 392; death of, 873 

Newton, Mr. (minister, London), 28, 
65, 69, 1009 

Newton, Miss (London), 789 

Newton Abbot, visits to, 462, 510-511 

Newton Bushel (Bushell), visits to, 
462, 466-468 

Nicholas, Mr. (fellow boarder, Lon- 
don), 655 

Nicholls (Nichols), The Reverend 
Robert Boucher, 33, 44, 45 

Nichols, Charles (London), 66 

Nicholson and Company (lottery 
office), 740 

Nie, Mrs. (Bristol), 605 

Nivit, Mr. (Ashley’s riding school), 
665 

Noble’s circulating library (London), 
975 

Norman, Captain (London), 72 

Norman, Mr. (clothier, Shepton 
Mallet), 245 

North, Frederick Lord: on violent 
measures against America, 218; 
tax acts of, 435; on Count Alma- 
davar, 539; seen by Curwen, 736- 
737; and East Indian affairs, 749; 
described by Curwen, 827; be- 
comes secretary, 907, 910; support 
for Loyalists’ petition, 922; men- 
tioned, 143, 219-220, 436, 578, 
681, 744, 772, 774, 876, 880, 893 
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North, Lady, 218, 424 
Northampton, Earl of, 97 
Northmord, Squire, seat of, 198 
Nortmore, Squire and Mrs., seat of, 


445 
Norwich, Mr. (minister, London), 
5 
Nutting, Mr. (Salem), 502-503 
Nutting, Mrs. (Salem), 902 


Oakes, Mr., estate of (Pinny), 474- 


475 
Ogburn (Ogden), Mr. (Quaker, 
Exeter), 430-431, 445, 4525 453; 


4551477» 478, 479, 548, 549, 562 
Oldcastle, Sir John, 413 


Oldis, Mr. (lodgings of, London), 65 

Oliver, Brinley Sylvester, 41, 132 

Oliver, Love, 693 and n8 

Oliver, Judge Peter, 120n, 171, 173, 
177, 212, 625, 635, 744, 745, 808, 
811, 812 

Oliver, Thomas, 120, 565, 566, 576, 
577, 598, 605, 616, 866, 896n4 

Oliver, Mrs. Thomas (Elizabeth 
Vassal), 120 

Oliver, Miss (daughter of Thomas), 
144, 616 

Oliver, Mr. (votes for, in Guildhall), 


74 

Olson, Captain (Delaware Bay), 10 

Onions, Mr. (flowers of, Birming- 
ham), 347 

Onslow, Speaker (London), 46 

Operas, see Plays 

Orluck, Mr. (coach passenger), 542 

Orne, Timothy, 102n13 

Orne, Mrs. Timothy, 11 

Orrery, Lord, on James I, 275 

Oslow, Count (Russian ambassador), 
89 

Osmyn, Mr. (master of Adelphi 
Tavern), 111 

Otis, Colonel James (Massachusetts), 
85ni2 

Otridge, Mr. (London), 68-69 

Ottery, visit to, 415-416 

Overbury, Sir Thomas, 240 

Oxford, visit to, 335-339 

Oxnard, Edward: identified, 67; and 
New England Club, 111-112; 
mentioned, 75, 108, 120, 132, 133, 
183, 313, 316, 319, 376, 609, 896 


P., Mr. (London), 176 
Packhouse, Mr. (London), 668, 672, 


673, 674 
Page, Miss (Bristol), 572 


Paget, Mr. (clothier, Shepton Mallet), 
245 

Paine, Robert Treat, 8 

Paine, Dr. William, 45, 48 

Palliser, Sir Hugh, 523, 737, 882 

Palmer, Mr. (landlord, London), 159, 
162, 169, 173, 185 

Palmer, Mr. (London stockbroker), 
145-146 

Palmer, Mr. (wigmaker, London), 
775, 780, 827, 884, 890, 935, 949 

Panpark Cavern, Bristol, 397 

Paris, model of, 132 

Parker, Sir Peter, 285, 847 

Parker, Squire (Plymouth), 306, 308 

Parkhouse, John (London), 700 

Parkhouse, Philip (London), 680 

Parliament: House of Commons, 81, 
84, 85, 90, 113-114, 126, 156; 
House of Lords, 81-82, 85, 86, 87, 
99, 125-126, 144, 156, 439; candi- 
dates for, 667-668; celebration by, 
669; visits to, 680-681, 930; King’s 
speech before, 839; debates on 
peace in, 897; mentioned, 9goz, 
9035 964, 969, 972, 973, 979, 980, 
997 

Parminter, Mr. (Exeter), 420-421, 427, 
440, 442, 446, 447, 454, 457, 459, 
496, 516, $18, 579, $23, 527, $31; 
5335 537, SS2 

Parminter, Mrs. (Betsey Bretland, 
Exeter), 420-421, 423, 434, 527, 
533, S52 

Parr, Mr. (surgeon, Exeter), 303 

Parrot, Abner (traveling companion), 
22 

Parry, Mr. (minister, London), 332 

Parsons, Mr. (minister, Birmingham), 


344 

Parsons, Mrs. (London), 779 

Parsons, Miss (niece of Mr. Billing- 
sley), 543, 544, 545, 769 

Pascal’s letters concerning Jesuits, 70 

Pater, Mr. (London), 68, 170 

Patris, Miss (London), 922 

Patterson, Captain (Salem), 997, 1019 

Paxton, Charles (Boston), 764 

Peacock, Mr. (glass dealer, London), 
41 

Peacock, Mr. (watchmaker, London), 
681 

Peacock, Mr. (London), 155, 970, 983 

Pearce, Thomas (David’s Hill, Exe- 
ter), 440, 441, 446, 457, 459; death 
of wife, 421. See also Pearce, Mr.; 
Pierce, Samuel 


Pearce, Mr. (uncle of Miss Hicks): at 
Sidmouth, 207, 208, 209; at Exeter, 
256-304 Passi, 309, 310, 416, 417, 
426, 451, 460, 477, 514, 518. See 
also Pearce, Thomas; Pierce, 
Samuel 

Pearce, Mrs., 207, 258, 259-260, 262- 
263, 270, 441 

Pearce, Mr. (lodgings of, Exeter), 


494 
Pearce, Mr. (fellow, Cambridge), 329 
Peckard, Mr. (minister, London), 


114 

Peckford, Mr. (minister, Exeter), 
283, 443, 511, 520, 525, 534, 535 

Pecrosts, General, defeat of, at 
Charleston, 566 

Peeters, Mrs. Samuel, 858 

Peeters, Captain (brother of Samuel), 
853 

Peirce, see Pierce, Samuel 

Peirce, Mr. (called Harrington, of 
Bath), 567 

Peirce, Mr. (of Piscataqua), 502 

Pelaquin, Miss (legacy of, Bristol), 
582 

Pembroke, Lord, 191-192 

Pendrell family (Neath), royal 
pension to, 387 and n 

Penn, Sir William, 234 

Penn, William (son of Sir William), 
234 

Penny, Mr. (innkeeper, murders 
quack named Sully), 426 

Penrose, Miss (Exmouth), 559 

Penrose, Mrs. (Exmouth), 557 

Penton, Mr. (Navy board, London), 
738 

Pepperrell, Sir William, 776, 859, 892, 
893, 894, 895 

Perkins, Dr. Nathaniel, 733, 888, 943 

Perkins, Mr. (young, of New York, 
in London), 680 

Perratt family (Shepton Mallet), 
229-230 

Perreau, Daniel (criminal), 32, 106; 
execution of, 107 

Perreau, Robert (N.) (criminal), 
106; execution of, 107 

Perryn, Baron (judge, Exeter), 438, 
527 

Peters (Peeters), The Reverend 
Samuel (minister, London), go, 
97, 113, 119, 124, 175, 182-183, 
185, 654, 668, 694, 695, 711, 713; 
714, 722, 728, 731, 736, 739, 749, 
744; 760, 764, 766, 772, 775; 77; 
778, 782, 785, 822, 830, 833, 837, 
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Peters, The Reverend Samuel (cozt.) 
843, 844, 845, 848, 852, 855, 857, 
858, 860, 868, 872, 873, 874, 878 

Philadelphia: visit to, 3-9; military 
companies formed, 4-5; delegates 
to 1775 Continental Congress 
arrive, 8; described by Curwen, 
11n27 

Phipps, Mr. (stocking weaver, 
London), 73 

Phips (Phipps), Colonel David, 313, 
904-905 

Pickering, Timothy, Jr., 102n13, 170 

Picket, Mr. (mate, Minerva), 1011 

Pickford, Mr. (minister, Sidmouth), 
469 

Pickman, Benjamin (B.P.): identified, 
26; companion in London, 26- 
27, 30-38, passim, 42-50 passim, 
70, 73, 74-75, 76, 79-108 passim, 
BIZ. i107, 6120): 124) 134,01 36,2030, 
141, 142-143, 154, 158, 160, 162, 
164-165, 166, 167, §20, 573, 574, 
576, §77, 662, 741, 1017; corre- 
spondence with, 64, 110, 111; at 
Hoddesdon and Ware, 146-153 
passim; annoyance with, 838n, 
843, 850, 924, 1016 

Pickman, B. (young, of Salem, son of 
Benjamin), 997, 1076 

Pickman, Clark Gayton (son of 
Benjamin), death of, 829 

Pierce, James, 197, 203, 269 

Pierce (Peirce), Samuel Eyles 
(Exeter), 204, 205, 207, 438, 439. 
See also Pearce, Thomas; Pearce, 
Mr. 

Pigot, General, 394 

Pigot, Parson (Marblehead, Mass.), 
daughter of (of Cardiff), 390 

Pike, Mr. (Chard), 449 

Pill, visit to, 396-397 

Pitcairn, Dr. (London), 134 

Pitfield, Mr. (apothecary, Exeter), 
512, 513, 517, 518, 523, 530, 5S 

Pitham, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 395 

Pitman, Mr. R. (boader of Mrs. 
Council’s, London), 824, 920, 
921, 924, 925, 928, 930, 934, 937, 
939, 949, 945, 949, 950, 965, 975; 
1003 

Pitt, William (the younger), 908, 969, 
972, 973, 975, 978; 979, 1003 

Plays (operas, etc.): Devil to Pay, 32; 
The Patron, 42; A Trip to Calais, 
47; As You Like It, 80; Arta- 
xerxes, 80; Othello, 80; The 
Elopement, 81; Much Ado about 
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Plays (cont.) 
Nothing, 83, 87; Hamlet, 88-89; 
King John, 97; Orpheus and 
Eury dice, 97-98; The Duenna, 99, 
320, 423, 428, 757; Jubilee, 104, 
105-106, 143; 1 Am There, 105; 
The Messiah, 121-122; Alex- 
ander’s Feast, 123-124; Corona- 
tion Anthem, 124; The Runaway, 
143; Antigone, 167; The Com- 
missary, 168; Coriolanus, 221; 
The Mayor of Garret, 271; Bon 
Ton, 291 381, 692; Lionel and 
Clarissa, 298; The Lying Valet, 
298; Braganza, 299; Hotel, a 
Double Valet, 299; Bold Stroke 
for a Wife, 300; Irish Widow, 
300, 395; Lhe Country Wife, 320; 
Cymbeline, 377; Dr. Last in His 
Chariot, 377; West Indian, 379; 
The Miser, 379, 693; The Com- 
mittee or Faithful Irishman, 381, 
Tamerlane, 395; George Borne- 
well, 399 and n; Miller of Mans- 
field, 423; Harlequin, 428; School 
for Scandal, 531, 578, 788; Know 
Your Own Mind, 574; The 
Touchstone, 574; Plymouth In 
an Uproar, 578; Comus, 593; 
Critic or Tragedy Rehearsed, 
593; The Double Deceit, 602; 
G[illegible] Pippin, 602; Belles 
Stratagem, 608, 692, 730, 749; 
Waterman, 608; Tom Jones, 619; 
Busybody, 645, 973; Recruiting 
Officer, 645; The Devil upon 
Two Sticks, 667; Genius of 
Nonsense, 667; The Beggar’s 
Opera, 671; Tom Thumb, a 
Tragedy, 692; Midas, 692; 
Genrous Imposter, 693; 
Chrononhotonthologos, 696; 
Buisy Lady, 716; Freemason 
Procession, 716; Whose the 
Dupe, 730; A New Way to Pay 
Old Debts, 746; Barnaby Brittle, 
746; The Good-Natur’d Man, 
782; Bird of Paradise, 851; The 
Character of Jane Shore, 921-922; 
Merchant of Venice, 962; Love 
ala Mode, 962; Marriage-a-la- 
mode, 962; Sophonisbe, 976; 
Landlord Outwitted, 991 

Plymouth, visit to, 304-308 

Poney family, Isle of Wight, z027 

Ponty pridd (bridge, near Cardiff, 
Wales), 388-389 


Pope, Alexander, 57-58, 230, 345, 422, 
802 

Pope, Dr. (minister, Bristol), 593, 732 

Pope, Mrs. (Exmouth), 550 

Popham, Mr. (London), 171 

Porteous, Dr. (Bishop of Chester), 
156, 724, 727, 741 

Porter, Samuel: identified, 60; com- 
panion in London, 64-65, 73, 75, 
76, 93, 119, 126-127, 135, 155, 166, 
172, 376, 520, 620, 621, 746, 747, 
845, 893, 8964, 902, 907, 909, 
927, 944; 949, 954, 976, 978, 989, 
1000; and New England Club, 
III-112 

Porter, Mr. (paper mills of, Over- 
ton), 187 

Portland, Duke of, 723, 725, 754, 803, 
910, 930 

Portland, Duchess of, 993 

Portland, visit to, 484-487 

Portsmouth, Earl of, 187, 188 

Postlethwait, Mr. (keeper of Mayor’s 
house, London), 845, 974 

Potter, Archbishop, tomb of, 179 

Potter, Mr. (hosier, London), 978 

Powell, Gabriel (Swansea), 385 

Powell, John (London), 787, 893, 895 

Powell, Miss (Exeter), 437 

Powis, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 646, 
647, 648 

Powys, Mr. (London), 820 

Poynton, Joseph (London), 805, 806, 
816, 817, 827, 834, 837, 839, 842, 
843, 849, 854, 861, 868, 869, 897, 
904, 905 

Poynton, Mrs. Joseph (London), 834, 
851, 852, 853, 854, 860, 862, 863, 
867, 868, 869, 879, 882, 896, 904 

Poynton, Captain Thomas, 51, 96, 
168, 174, 177, 621 

Poynton, Mrs. Hannah (Salem, wife 
of Thomas), 151n, 804 

Prade, Mr. (Exeter), 202 

Prateapace, Miss (Exmouth), 557 

Prescot, General, 394 

Preston, Major (America), 98 

Prevost, General Augustine, 54873, 
564n8 

Price, Dr. (minister, London), 38, 
75-76, 125, 168, 175, 183. See also 
Churches and Meeting Houses, 
London, Dr. Price’s M.H. 

Pridden, Mr. (minister, London), 
666, 667, 681, 682, 720, 831, 992 

Pridden, Mrs. (London), 667, 687, 
720, 992 


Pridden, Miss Nancy (London), 667, 
681, 720 

Prideaux, Sir Wilmot (Sidmouth), 
206 

Priestley, Dr. (minister, London), 


543-544, 749, 824, 984 
Prince, Dr. John (Halifax), 114, 310, 
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Pringle, Mr. (Sidmouth, Exeter), 204, 
442, 469, 472, 477 

Prior, Mr. (minister, London), 69, 79 

Prior, Matthew (poet), 330 

Prisons: Brideswell, 101, 556 New- 
gate, 106; Old Bailey, 106, 107, 
669; Tyburn, 760-761, 774, 791, 
862, 941, 942 

Provost, Mr. (clothier, Shepton 
Mallet), 245 

Punderson, Ebenezer, 90, 97, 113 

Pynchon, William, 11, 68; corre- 
spondence with, 49-50, 92n9g, 93, 
110, 133N5, 168, 4o3n10 444, 5817, 
582, 647, 659, 720N6, 815, 
895, 899, 917 929, 935, 948, 958n, 


975, 978, 990N2, 991, 992, 996, 
1016, 1028 


Pynsent, Sir William, obelisk in 
memory of, 249-250 


Quarme, Mr. (London), 680 

Queen’s palace, visit to, 166 

Queensbury, Duke of, 688 

Quick, Chancellor (minister, Exeter), 
428-429 

Quick, Mr. (comedian, London), 723, 
727; 746 

Quick, Mrs. (Kingsware), 462 

Quincy, J. Samuel: identified, 37, 38; 
companion in London, 46, 64, 71, 
78, 100, 104, 108, 123, 132, 133; and 
New England Club, 111-112 


R., Miss (Bristol), 376 

R., Judge A. (London), 84 

Raimond, Mr. (Treasury clerk, 
London), 896 

Raising the Royal George (print of 
ship-raising), 883 

Raleigh (Rawleigh), Sir Walter, 
birthplace of, 554 

Ramsey, Sir John (Huddersfield), 360 

Randolph (Randolf), John, 588 

Rankin, Mr. (London), 947 

Ratcliff, Dr. (minister, London), 51, 


59 
Ravenhill, Mrs. (landlady, Bristol), 
589, 601, 602, 603, 607 


Index 
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Rawlins, Mrs. (friend of Mrs. Codd, 
London), 857 

Rawson, Mr. (Halifax), 361, 362 

Raynal, Abbé, on James I, 275-276 

Read, Mr. (young, of Salem, at 
Exeter), 416 

Reed, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph, 7, 9 

Reed, Sophia (Exeter), 466 

Reed, William, 102n13 

Reed, General Joseph (Philadelphia), 
982, 1016 

Reed, Mr. (Exeter): declared bank- 
rupt, 428; invitation to visit, 568 

Reed, Miss (Coach companion, of 
Totness), 204, 275 

Reeves, Dr. (minister, London), 332 

Relief, Curwen’s application to the 
Crown for, 165n3, 176, 181, 260n, 
282n, 313-314, 315n9. See also 
Allowance 

Reynolds, Mrs. (lodgings of, Bristol), 
398, 566 

Reynolds, Mr. (Vicar, Bristol), 570, 
643 

Rich, Mr. (mercer, London), 1001 

Richards, T. (London), 164 

Richards, Mr. (landlord, London), 47, 
1009 

Richards, Mr. (Exeter), 197 

Richards, Mr. (Birmingham), 220 

Richards, Mr. (Bristol), 376 

Richards, Mrs. (Bristol), 376, 380, 395, 
397, 60$, 609, 610, 643, 644, 645 646 

Richards, Mary Ann (daughter, 
Bristol) , 643, 645, 646 

Richardson, Mr. (Mason, London), 
711 

Richmond, visit to, 58-59 

Riffon, visit to, 486 

Rigby, The Rt. Hon. Richard 
(Mistley), 324-325 

Rigby, Mr. (trader, Manchester), 366 

Ruis, see Rus 

Roads, condition of, see Coach trips 

Robbins, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 575 

Roberts, Councillor (Exeter), 417 

Robertson, Mr. (landlord, London), 
979, 975; 977, 980, 984, 988, 989, 
1000, 1003, 1005, 1012, 1014, 1015 

Robertson, Mrs. (landlady, London), 
979; 979; 983, 994, 997, 1003, 1012 

Robertson, Mary (daughter), 971-979 
passim, 983, 988, 1000, 1003 

Robertson, Sally (daughter), 975, 978, 
988, 1003 

Robertson (Robinson), Herbert 
(nephew of Mr. R.), 974, 975, 


985, 101§ 
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Robertson (Robinson), William 
(nephew of Mr. R.), 974, 997, 
1010, 1012, 1015 

Robertson, Dr. (London, brother of 
William? ), 980, 997, 1018 

Robertson, Mrs. (Bristol), 572 

Robie, Thomas, 114, 120, 128 

Robin Hood (Debating) Society 
(London), 29-30, 47, 177 

Robinson, Captain (Philadelphia), 6 

Robinson, Dr. and Mrs. (Honiton), 
454 

Rochdale, visit to, 363 

Rochester, Bishop of, 724, 744, 884 

Rochester, Lord, 7000 

Rochfort (Rockford), Lord, 122, 171, 
175-176 

Rocke, Mr. and Mrs. (Crediton), 438 

Rockingham, Lord, death of, 838 

Rodes, Mr. (Sidmouth), 471 

Rodney, Admiral George B., 593, 597, 
801, 831, 832, 994 

Roebuck, John (M.D.), An Enquiry 
whether The Guilt of the Present 
Civil War in America, Ought to 
be imputed to Great Britain or 
America (pamphlet), 132 and ni 

Rogers, John (martyr), 68, 170 

Rogers, Mr. (Exeter), 526, 527, 530 

Rogers, Mr. (waistcoat maker, 
London), 997 

Rogers, Miss: at Exmouth, 543, 544, 
549, 550, 5§1, 553; at Exeter, 561, 
563; at Bristol, 565, 566, 568, 570, 
572, $76, §77, 588, 613 

Rokford, Mr. (minister, Honiton), 


456 

Rolle family (Devon), 260-261 

Rolliston, Mr. (lodgings of, 
Sheffield), 357 

Romaine, Dr. (minister, London and 
Bristol), 59, 65, 69, 101, 177, 405 

Rome, ancient, scale model of, 747 

Romney, Lord, 475 

Rooker, Mr. (schoolmaster, 
Bridport), 491-492 

Roscoe, Miss (actress), 962 

Rosia, Brother (Mason, London), 699 

Ross, Bishop (of Exeter), 424-425, 
429-430, 559, 746 

Rotch, Mr. (London), 987 

Routh, Captain Richard, 51; 71, 74, 
76, 160, §73 

Rouzini, Signor (singer), 167 

Rowe, John (Boston), 666 

Rowe, Jonathan (Exeter), 417 

Rowe, Nicholas, Tamerlane (play), 


395 


Rowe, Master (young, of Hoxton 
Academy), 437, 918, 922, 925 

Rowe, Mr. (relation of Jonathan), 
417, 438 

Rowe, Mr. (Speneccomb), 443-444 

Rowe, Mr. (Treasury, London), 674, 
741, 772, 777, 806, 824, 826, 846, 
861, 867, 870, 901, 908 

Rowe, Mrs. (Froome), 239 

Rowland, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 596 

Roy, General, 075 

Royal, Brigadier Isaac, death of, 797- 
792 

Royal family, 769-777. See also 
George III 

Royal Society, weekly meeting of, 
905-906 

Rudd, Mrs. M. C. (criminal), 32; ac- 
quittal of, 106, 107 

Rumford, visit to, 322 

Runcorn, visit to, 624-626 

Rus (Riis), Dr. (resident tutor at 
Hoxton Academy), 984, 987, 
1018 

Russell, Judge Chambers, burial place 
of, 43, 178, 777 

Russell, Charles (nephew of Cham- 
bers), identified, 118 and n12; 
correspondence with, 166, 167n9, 
206 and n, 470n2, 529, 548, 581; 
death of, 657 

Russell, Daniel (Curwen’s father-in- 
law), 409, 1035 

Russell, George (Birmingham), 214- 
222 passim, 343, 347, 348, 359, 378; 
correspondence with, 268n1, 280, 
285, 292, 301M, 314N4, 321N5, 357, 
376n, 391, 398n1, gor and né, 
439010, 442, 460N3, 472, 508, 56478, 
607N4, 612, 782, 951, 969, 987, 991, 
1010, 1011, 1012, 1015 

Russell, Mrs. George (Birmingham), 
216, 217, 218, 219, 222, 343, 347 

Russell, James (Newfoundland), 287, 
951N, 986 

Russell, James, Jr. (Jemmy, J.R.., 
Jonathan; nephew of Chambers): 
identified, 111; correspondence 
with, 111n5, 142, 158, 279n2, 529, 
607, 645, 781N, 951; mentioned, 
120, 121, 122, 135, 139, 140, 463, 
514, 524, 526, 540M, $41, 585, 591, 
657, 746, 774, 803 

Russell, Captain Richard (Mrs. 
Curwen’s brother), 33, 45, 48, 49, 
59, 62, 68-69, 74, 75, 78, 134, 140, 
142, 156, 168, 171, 175, 282n 


Russell, Sally, Molly, and Peggy 
(sisters of James, Jr.), 5407, 541 

Russell, Thomas (Boston): identified, 
315; correspondence with, 660, 
885, 934, 935; mentioned, 66, 586, 
1027, 1028, 1038 

Russell, Mr. (brother of George, 
Birmingham), 217, 343 

Russell, Miss (sister of George, 
Birmingham), 216, 217, 218, 219, 
222, 343 

Russell, Mr. (manuscript of), 569 

Russell, Mr. (an Irish gentleman, 
Bristol), 408 

Russell, Miss (Ireland), 594, 600 

Russell, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 378, 


379 
Rutland, Duke of, 632 
Ryder, Dean (minister, London), 943 
Ryland, Mr. (execution of, London), 


943 
Ryland (Rynland), Mr. (pin maker, 
Birmingham), 216, 343 


S., Mr. (and T.) (lodgings of, Lon- 
don), 132, 133 

S., Curwen with (London), 165 

S., Betsy (Bristol), 376 

St. Aubin, Sir John (Plymouth), 306 

St. Collins, Mr. (Philadelphia), 9 

St. David’s Day, 875 

St. Edmundsbury, visit to, 326-327 

St. Leger, General Barry, 394 

St. Luke’s Hospital (for lunatics), 
1008 

Saldens, Mr. (Bristol), 568 

Salem, departure from, 1-2 

Salem Library, 970 

Salisbury, visit to, 192-193 

Saltonstall (Saltonstal), Colonel 
Richard: identified, 155-156; 
companion in London, 163-164, 
167, 168, 171, 177, 180, 313, 3173 
at Bath, 238 

Sampson, Mr. (Consul at Algiers and 
Teheran), 477 

Sanders, Mr. (serge maker, Ottery), 


415 
Sanders, Mr. (Exeter), 417 
Sanders, Vicar (Sidmouth), 479, 498 
Sanders, Mr. (Exmouth), 552 
Sandwich, Lord, 883 
Sargeant, Mrs., death of, 750 
Sargent, John, 319, 520, 541, 542, 543, 
545, 550 
Sargent, Peasely, 102n13 
Sargent, Robert (tailor, London), 79 
Satchell, Miss (actress), 6717 


Index 
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Saunders (Sanders), Mrs. (Sidmouth), 
205, 206-207, 208 

Savage, Arthur (A.S.): identified, 
321; companion at London, 331, 
658, 662, 665, 693, 695, 700, 720, 
725, 726, 734 741, 748, 750, 755; 
763, 765, 766, 767, 771-808 passim, 
811, 814, 819, 880; letter to, 571 

Savage, Mrs. Arthur, 321, 662 

Savage, Miss (daughter of Arthur), 
784-803 passim, 807, 808, 811, 814, 
816 

Savage, John (London), 778, 785, 789, 
TD AIR 192s TOT ae 

11 

Savage, Mrs. John (London), 785, 
792, 798 

Savage, Mr. (young, son of John), 
792 

Savage, Mrs. Samuel Phillips (Lon- 
don), 32, 115, 138 

Savill, Mrs. (landlady, London), 830 

Saville (Savile), Sir George, 113, 646 

Savory, Mr. (Exeter), 276 

Savoy, fire at, 122 

Sawbridge, Mr. (candidate for Par- 
liament), 74, 667-668 

Say, Mr., weekly journal of (The 
Craftsman), 93, 104, 128, 660, 807, 
878, 879, 881, 899, 1015, 1016, 1018 

Sayre, Mr. (London), 171, 175-176 

Sayres, Stephen, 39, 72 

Scarsdale, Lord and Lady, 352-354 

Scolfield (Scholfield), Mr. (minister, 
Birmingham), 212, 214, 216, 218, 
219, 222 

Scot, Isaac (London), 849 

Scot, Mr. (Quaker, Ware), 148 

Scotchman, Mr. (minister, Exmouth), 
546 

Scotland, discontent of, 535 

Scott, Jonathan (London), 680 

Scott (Scot), Captain Joseph, identi- 
fied, 844; correspondence with, 
603, 604; companion in London, 
660, 662, 961 

Seal of England, theft of, 979 

Sealy, Miss: at Sidmouth, 207, 208; at 
Bridgewater, 210, 250 

Searles, Sam (of Massachusetts, at Ex- 
mouth), 556 

Sears, Captain D. (London), 63-64, 
64-65, 66-67, 71, 75, 158, 159 

Sears, D. (young, son of Captain), 75 

Selby, Mr. (vow of poverty of, 
Bristol), 586 

Sellon, Mr. (minister, London), 943 

Selwyn, Mr. (lawyer, London), 684 
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Servant, Mr. and Mrs. (Exeter), 308- 
309 

Sever, William (Massachusetts) , 
85n12 

Sewall (Sewell), Judge Jonathan 
(Judge S.): identified, 71; com- 
panion in London, 73, 78, 95 100, 
104, 108, 114, 120, 123, 126-127, 
132, 133, 135, 140, 155, 156, 160, 
166-167, 169, 177, 313-321 passim, 
333, 398-409 passim, 459, 460, 469, 
471, 552; and New England Club, 
111; robbery of, 172, 175; and 
Curwen’s application for relief, 
176, 181, 260N, 302-303, 313-314; 
correspondence with, 288ng, 295 
and n, 297, 300, 309n, 437, 439N9, 
448n, 514, 530, 531M, 65672, 660, 
682, 723, 830N4, 1003, 1010, 1035, 
1036-1041 (quoted); companion 
on country tours, 322-331, 618- 
644 passim; at Bristol, 565-678 
passim, 644, 645, 647, 648, 649 

Sewall, Mrs. Jonathan (wife of 
Judge): at London, 100, 104, 166- 
167, 398, 459, 471, 656; at Bristol, 
579, 580, 604-610 passim, 615, 618, 
648 

Sewall, Jonathan (son of Judge), 314, 
609 

Sewall, Samuel (S.S., son of Judge) : 
identified, 71; at London, 104, 108, 
126-127, 155, 166-167, 735, 744; 
745, 758, 792, 804, 805, 806, 807, 
889, 897, 903, 951; and New 
England Club, 111-112; at Bristol, 
376, 552, 67, 588, 590, 603, 604, 
605, 607, 618, 648, 649; at Sid- 
mouth, 459; on country tour, 
618-643 passim; correspondence 
with, 804, 805, 806, 807, 824-825, 
830n5, 832; allowance of, 896n4 

Sewall, Miss (daughter of Judge), 
606, 607, 618, 648 

Sewell, Sir Thomas, 27 

Seymour, Brother (Mason, London), 


699 

Shackle, Mistress (landlady, Birming- 
ham), 342 

Shakespeare, William, 837; As You 
Like It, 80; Much Ado about 
Nothing, 87; Hamlet, 88-89; 
Jubilee, 104, 105-106, 143; gardens 
of, 183; Merchant of Venice, 962 

Shaply, Mr. (worsted plush maker, 
Bristol), 224 

[Sharp?], Mr. (Leeds), 359-360 


Sharp, Mr. (bookbinder, London), 
864 

Shebbeare, John, 252 

Sheffield, visit to, 356-358 

Shelburne (Shelborne), Lord, 334, 
838, 867, 872, 884, 894; described, 
887; made Lord of Treasury, 893; 
opposed to peace terms, 897; 
resignation of, 908 

Sheldon, Archbishop, tomb of, 179 

Shepard (Sheppard, Shephard), Mr. 
(Exeter), 199, 200, 201, 202, 259, 
296 

Shepton Mallet, visits to, 227-235, 
241-246, 409 

Sherard, Lady Frances, 39 

Sherburne, Lord, 700 

Sheridan, Richard B., The Duenna, 
320 and n4 

Shillaber, William (merchant, Salem), 
815 

Shillinger, Anson (pilot, Lively), 3 

Shippen, Dr. William, 7 

Ships: Active, 283, 284, 285; Astrea, 
1031; Beckford, 750n1, 862; Bel- 
lona, 557; Boston, 394; Callahan, 
949; Cartel, 582, 585, 587, 588; 
Cyrus, 597; Diana, 14-15; 
Dickenson, 139; Elizabeth, 281; 
Favorite, 1024; Fox, 381-382, 394; 
Foy, 284; Galatea, 256-257; 
Gloriana, 886; Hancock, 394, 
Hannah, 881; Isabella, 219; Janis, 
612; John, 924; Lady Gage, 393; 
Lexington, 406; Lively (Curwen’s 
voyage on), I-3, 9-24, 31, 39-40, 
42, 43, 504-505; Lord How/(el, 
283-284; Manila, 583; Minerva, 
946, 965, 1000, 1011, 1014; Mis- 
sissippi (Missasipi), 171, 172; 
Narcissus, 737; Neptune, 962; 
Otter, 14; Paragon, 1022; Peggy, 
22; Rainbow, 879; Renown, 199; 
Rose, 90; Sandwich, 847; Stan- 
hope, 1022; Trecothick, 996; 
Union, 1016, 1017, 1019; 
United States, 981; Ville de Paris, 
879, 886; Washington, 281. See 
also Voyages 

Shore, Jane (mistress of Edward IV): 
house of, 130, 765; play about, 
921-922 

Short, Counsellor, 515-516 

Shrewsbury, visit to, 620-621 

Siddons, Mrs. (actress), 927 

Sidmouth, visits to} 198, 204-209, 252- 
256, 448-460, 469-473, 475-476, 
478, 493-494, 495, 496-510 


Sigourney, Mr. (carries letters to 
America), 875, 816 

Silbury, visit to, 312 

Silsbee (Silsby), Daniel: identified, 
44; companion on country tour, 
53-59; and New England Club, 
I1I-112; Mentioned, 52, 67, 155, 
157, 159, 183, 333 

Simmons, Captain (at Lake Cham- 
plain), 274 

Simmons, Mr. (minister, Exter), 201, 
514-515 

Simpson, Jonathan (Bristol), 565, 569, 
573, 583, 598, 599, 600, 602, 603, 
604, 607, 608, 611, 615, 616, 643, 
649 

Simpson, Jonathan (the Elder), 570 

Simpson, Mr. (London), 754, 776 

Simpson, Misses (Bristol), 566, 609 

Simpson, Mr. (minister, London), 975 

Skaddon, Mr. (Sidmouth), 453 

Skinner, Mr. (auctioneer, London), 
106 

Skinner, Justice (London), 694 

Slade, Mr. (Gentleman farmer, Col- 
lyton), 411, 450, 480 

Slade, Mrs. (Collyton), 450 

Slade, Nancy (daughter, Collyton), 
450, 480-481 

Sladen (Sladon), Mr. (landlord, Bris- 
tol), 374, 382-383, 391, 407, 566, 
569, 571, 572, 573, 583, 589, 590, 
$91, 592, 593, 604, 605, 616 

Sladen (Sladon), Betsey (Bristol), 
574, 589, 644 

Slate, Mr. (London), 657 

Smart, Squire (speech of, at York 
assembly), 607 

Smith, see also Smyth 

Smith, Captain Elias, 281 

Smith, The Reverend Isaac (Sid- 
mouth) : identified, 28; com- 
panion in London, 33, 37-45 
passim, 63-71 passim, 76-77, 78, 
79n, 81 89, 102, 104, 107, III, 120, 
Hes. 120, 127, 132, 133, 178, 918, 
921, 977; 978; 979, 980, 981; com- 
panion on country tours, 53-59, 
480-492; correspondence with, 
102N13, 110, 155, 158, 165, and n3, 
169, 17518, 212n5, 221, 257 and 
n, 265, 281, 288, 300, 303 and n6, 
304, 315N9, 33313, 3750, 377, 
391N2, 3930, 394, 399, 4017, 406n, 
419, 434M3, 436, 437, 439, 511, 
512, 513, $22, 525, 528, 560, 567, 
575, 576N4, 582, 592, 596, 609, 
682, 684, 700, 711, 716, 719, 723; 
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Smith, The Reverend Isaac (cont.) 
727, 729, 799, 896n4, 1016; and 
New England Club, rri-112, 122; 
at Sidmouth, 194, 198, 202-210 
passim, 252-255, 448-460, passim, 
469-480 passim, 492, 495, 496-497, 
498, 507, 508, 509; at Shepton 
Mallet, 227-235 passim, 242-244, 
245-246; at Bath, 236-238; at 
Exeter, 268-274 passim, 277, 292- 
296 passim, 309, 310, 410, 411, 414, 
415, 416, 421, 422, 429, 430, 431, 432, 
435, 440, 442, 446, 447-448, 510, 
517, 518, 519, 527, 530-538 passim; 
ordination of, 456-457; and Ex- 
mouth, 543, 545, 552, 558; at 
Bristol, 597, 598, 599, 600; men- 
tioned, 251, 258n, 506-507, 845, 
998 

Smith, Jonathan Bayard (son of 
Samuel), 3n3, 6, 8-9 

Smith, Samuel, 3, 4, 6, 9 

Smith, Thomas, 7 

Smith, William (passenger on Union), 
1015-1016, 1020-1027 

Smith, Captain, 66 

Smith, Captain and Mrs. (London), 
655 

Smith, Mr. (father of Isaac), 77 

Smith, Mrs. (London), 82 

Smith, Mr. (General), sentenced for 
bribery, London, 166, 185 

Smith, Mr. (from America, at 
Birmingham), 214, 343, 344, 358 

Smith, Mr. (young, son of above, 
Birmingham), 214, 343, 378 

Smith, Mr. (brass founder, Birming- 
ham), 343 

Smith, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 593 

Smith, Mr. (looms of, Knightsbridge), 
980 

Smith, Mr. (young, of London), 987 

Smith, Mr. (Comberwell), burial of, 


997 

Smithfield barracks, visit to, 856 

Smithson, Mr. (apothecary, London), 
767, 773) 776, 779, 781, 787, 834, 
858, 963, 

Smithson, Mrs. (landlady, London), 
778, 779, 787, 788, 789, 801, 802, 
814, 816, 819, 820, 822, 824, 825, 
826, 843, 857 

Smithson, Miss (London), 792 

Smyth (Smith), Mr. (minister, Lon- 
don), 86, 103 

Snell, Mrs. (Wishcomb), 450, 470 

Snelson (Snellson), Mr. (London), 
673, 692, 763, 768, 769, 775; 783, 
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Snelson, Mr. (com7t.) 
784, 786, 797, 870, 881, 934, 949, 
956, 961, 969 

Snelson, Mrs. (London), 671, 675, 680, 
682, 689, 692, 698, 768, 769, 774; 
781, 782, 783, 784, 785, 807, 820, 
870, 920, 921, 952, 956, 969 

Snelson, Miss (London), 783, 784, 788 

Society of Ancient and Honorable 
Nation of Welsh, 875 

Society for (encouragement of) Arts 
and Sciences, 127, 233 

Solander, Dr. (London), 356, 757 

Solano, Don, 887 

Somerset, Duke of, 241, 465, 466 

Spain: ports of, open to English 
colonists, 262; danger of war 
with, 297, 382; possible invasion 
by, 535, 713; junction of French 
and Spanish fleets, 544; fleet off 
Plymouth, 552, 554, 565, 581; 
ships of, at Gibraltar, 866, 867; 
peace treaty with, 890; peace 
with, 957 

Sparhawk, John (New England), 990, 
1010 

Sparhawk, Samuel H. (London), 677, 
678, 680, 682, 683, 688, 693, 694, 
698, 710, 713, 714, 720, 721, 735, 
828, 884, 892, 896n4 

Speake, Mrs. (near Exeter), 424 

Spectacle Mechanique (Exhibition 
Mechanical), 123, 127, 317 

Spilsbury, Mr. (minister, London), 
667 

Spooner, Walter (Massachusetts) , 
85n12 

Spooner, Mr. (young, London), 829 

Sproat, James, 3, 6 

Spry, Miss (Exeter), 300 

Sprye, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 393, 
398 

Spy, American, Curwen suspected of 
being, 518, 558 

Squires, Mary (gypsy, Abbotsbury), 
483 

Stafford, visit to, 370 

Standleigh, see Handleigh 

Standon, Mr. (London), 43 

Stanhope, Mr. (London), 57-58 

Stanly, Mr. (blind musician), 651 

Startin, Charles, 9 

Staunton, Lord, 322 

Stavordates, Lord, 229 

Stebbing, Dr. (minister, London), 
767 

Stevens, George Alexander (lecturer, 
London), 314 


Stock, Mr. (Bristol), 383, 384-385, 
386, 395, 573 

Stockdale, Mistress (landlady, 
Bristol), 588, 592 

Stockwell, Mr. (minister, London), 
152 

Stokes, Mrs. (lunacy trial of, Exeter), 
526 

Stonehenge, visit to, 188-191 

Stonhouse (Stonehouse), Sir James 
(minister, Bristol), 395, 400, 402, 
407 409 574, 580, 584, 586, 591; 

ol 

Stormont, Lord, 910 

Stourbridge (Stowbridge? ), visit to, 
370-371 

Stowmarket, visit to, 326 

Strafford, Lord, 240 

Streetwalkers (filles de joie [du 
joye]), encounters with, 48-49, 
92, 140, 666, 673-674, 676, 695, 
732-733, 748, 755, 812, 864, 868, 
959 

Strover, Miss (Mrs.?) (London), 850 

Stuart, Captain, 426 

Suckbitch family (Topsham), 442 

Sully, Mr. (Quack, killed by inn- 
keeper), 426 

Sumner, Captain (at Lake Champlain), 
274 

Surgeon, Mr. (guide, Brosley), 637, 
639 

Sutton, Sir Robert, 634 

Sutton, Thomas, Esq. (London), 71 

Swetnam, Mr. (tinman, Pill), 396-397 

Swett, Samuel (Marblehead, Mass.), 
64 

Swett, Mr. (son of Samuel, London), 
64 

Swords, Mrs. (Philadelphia), 4, 9 


T., Captain (London), 154 

T., Mr. (and S.), lodgings of, Lon- 
don, 132, 133 

T., young (Mr. Sears and), 159 

Talbot, Mr. (Wales), 387-388 

Tarleton, Colonel (London), 832 

Tate, Mr. (London), 103, 124, 141 

Taunton, visits to, 209, 251, 449 

Taylor, Joseph, 44, 100, 111-112 

Taylor, Samuel (crown glass maker, 
Bristol) , 222, 225, 401, 402 

Taylor, Mr. (London), 394 

Taylor, Mr. (young, oculist, of Lon- 
don), 693, 780 

Taylor, Mr. (minister, Salter’s Hall 
M.H.), 40 


Taylor, Mr. (minister, Caster Lane 
M.H.), 112-113, 167, 929 

Taylor, Mr. (minister, St. Peter’s 
Church), 113 

Teal, James (Dover), 25 

Teingmouth (Teignmouth), visit to, 
461-462 

Temple, Robert (Boston), 666, 680 

Temple, Lord and Lady, 127, 340 

Tewkesbury, visit to, 372-373 

Theatres: Foot’s 32, 42, 168; Drury 
Lane, 32, 80, 86-87, 88-89, 105- 
106, 123-124, 143, 155, 161, 165, 
788, 921; Covent Garden, 80-81, 
97-98, 99, 121-122, 162, 320, 671, 
716, 746, 751, 962; King Street 
(Birmingham), 221; Haymarket, 
314; Patagonian, 696, 697 

Theological Disputing Club, London, 


745 

Thomas, Archbishop (of Rochester), 
728 

Thomas, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 676 

Thomas (coach attendant, Glaston- 
bury), 246 

Thompson, Benjamin (Count Rum- 
ford), 689, 746, 758, 774, 777) 
778, 779 

Thompson, Mr. (Exeter), 304 

Thurlow, Bishop (of Lincoln), 796, 
800, 928 

Thurlow, Lord, 684, 724, 777, 979 

Thurston, Attorney General Edward 
(London), 86 

Thynn, Sir John, 240 

Timmins, John: identified, 60n27; 
correspondence with, 60, 70n4, 
84, 93, 105, I11N5, 416, 431, 432, 
43401, 43704, 439, 440n1, 442n, 443, 
445, 446n10, 453n, 460n2, 469, 
4770, 519, 522, 550, 558, 564, 567n, 
5735 575s 591, $92, 645, 935, 991, 
1010; his letter of Credit, 118; 
companion at London, 316, 319, 
321, 333, 653, 654, 655, 659, 665, 
668, 669, 676, 679, 680, 697, 720, 725; 
726, 736, 747, 154) 755, 760, 761, 


774) T7171 781, 785-796 passim, 799, 
803, 804, 806, 811, 812, 813, 816, 


820, 822, 825, 826, 827, 831, 834, 
835, 836, 839, 843, 844, 845, 850, 
851, 854, 859, 867, 926, 956-957, 
994, 1011, 1013, 1014; at Stafford, 
370; at Bristol, 398-407 passim; 
mentioned, 434, 438, 603, 648-649, 
996, 1028, 1029 
Timmins, Mrs. John (London), 431, 
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Timmins, Mrs. John (cont.) 
697, 7555 777, 7855 7935 795s 796; 
799, 817, 833, 837, 839, 848, 849, 
851, 853, 996 

Timmins, Betsey (daughter of John), 
795 

Timmins, Nancy (daughter of John), 
birth of, 858 

Tipping, 24, 31, 386, 602 

Tiverton, visit to, 447 

Tompkins, Samuel, 775 

Tompson, Mrs. (of New England, at 
London), 721 

Tomson, John (waiter, Derby), 634 

Tonge, Colonel W. P., 968 

Toovey (Tovey, Trovey), Mr. (min- 
ister, London), 974, 985, 992, 1014 

Topsham, visits to, 199, 442 

Tottenham Cross, 62, 146 

Toulmin, L. (London), 795 

Toulmin, Samuel (S. T.) (London), 
668, 669, 676, 679, 684, 695, 710, 
754, 776, 782, 788, 827, 828, 834, 
845, 852, 886, 900, 901, 922, 939 

Toulmin, Mr. (dissenting minister, 
Taunton), 251, 449, 456 

Towers, Mr. (minister, bookseller, 
London), 145, 672 

Towgood, Micajah (dissenting min- 
ister, Exeter), 198, 200, 201, 202, 
269, 279-280, 286-287, 288, 294, 
296, 300, 416, 420, 421, 422, 428, 
435,437, 444, 445, 448, 452, 512, 
513-514, 517, 522, §25, $26, 528, 
531, 533, 536, 562 

Towgood, Stephen (Stephan) (minis- 
ter, Exeter), 266, 269, 276; Dis- 
senting Gentleman’s answer to 
Mr. White, 267 

Townshend, Mr. (Secretary of State, 
London), 864, 875, 893, 894 

Townshend, Mr. (officer), funeral of, 
890 

Townshend, Mr. (minister, Chesnut), 
932, 947 

Tozier (Tozer), Mr. (minister, 
Exeter), 257, 269, 270, 298, 425, 
520 

Tozier, Mrs., 289, 452, 520 

Trecothick, Captain (London), 10017 

Trelawney, Sir Harry (Cornish 
Baronet; minister, Exeter), 273, 
431-432, 445, 446, 451, 577, 522, 
525, $41, 543 

Tremlet (Tremblet, Tremlit), An- 
drew (Exeter), 268, 438, 441, 


457+ 459, 537 
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Tremlet, Mrs. Andrew (Exeter), 441 
Tremlet, Miss (Exeter; sister of Mrs. 
Nation), 522, 523, 525, 563 
Tremlett, James (Exmouth), 544, 553 
Tremlett (Tremblett), John (Exeter), 


446, 747, 751 
Trevarmy, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 


594 

Trinity College (Cambridge), 328- 
329, 330 

Troutbeck, The Reverend John, 119 

Troutbeck, Mr. (London), 678 

Tryon, Governor William, 85 

Tucker, Josiah (minister, Bristol), 
378, 379, 391, 398, 399, 402, 582 

Tucker, Mr. (Exeter), 520 

Turneau, Dr. (minister, London), 66 

Turner, Sir Barnard (sheriff), 1003; 
funeral procession of, 1001-1002 

Turner, Robert (shipmate), attempt 
of, to kill Curwen, 500-5o1 

Twickenham, visit to, 57-58 

Tyler, John, 687, 729, 766 

Tyler (friend of Mary Robertson), 
978 

Tylney (Tynely), Lord, 135-137, 950 

Tyng, Rebecca (Becky) (Dunstable), 
441, 1027 


Underwood, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 


392 

Upjohn, Mr. (of London, native of 
Exeter), 458-459 

Upjohn, Misses (Exeter), 448 

Upjohn, Mrs. (Exeter), 542 

Upton, visit to, 211 

[Ustiors? ], Captain (at Lake Cham- 
plain), 274 


Vans, William (of Salem, at London), 
929, 934, 935, 936, 937, 938, 944, 
991, 996 

Vans, Mrs. William and son, 944 

Vassall, Henry, 118n13 

Vassall, John, 120n3, 566, 569, 570, 
580, 582, 598, 641 

Vassall, William, 72, 118n12 

Vaston, Mr. (London), 332-333 

Vaughan, General, court case of, 

994 

Veally, Mr. (minister, London), 984 

Venn, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 381, 
395, 398 

Verry, Isaac (mate of Lively), 10, 14, 
Ee; TOh20p27. 22 

Vicar of Seaton and Beer, 509 

“Vicar of Wakefield” (Johnson), 359 


Vickery, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 600 
Vickory, Mr. (minister, Sidmouth), 


479 

Vinton, Mr. (minister, Exmouth), 
546, 548, 552, $545 SSS 

Vinton, Mrs. (Exmouth), 554 

Voyages: Salem to Philadelphia, 1-3; 
Philadelphia to Dover, 9-24; 
Bristol to Swansea, 382-384; 
Newport to Bristol, 391; London 
to Salem, 1020-1027 


W., Mr. (London), 316 

W., Mr. (Exeter), 265 

W., Mr. (Magdalen Hospital, Lon- 
don), 75 

W., Mr. H. G. and (London), 76 

Wadsworth, President Benjamin (of 
Harvard), 515 

Wake, Archbishop, tomb of, 179 

Wakefield, visit to, 358-359 

Wakes, Dr. (minister, London), 334 

Waldo, Francis: identified, 71, 225; 
companion in London, 79, 658, 
659, 661, 662, 846, 949; at Bristol, 
377 378, 381, 382, 391-395 passim, 
398, 402, 404, 405, 565, 566, 568, 
569, 573, 583, 588, 598, 599, 600, 
602, 609, 616, 643, 644, 645 

Waldo, Mrs. Francis, 568, 579 

Waldo, Joseph (J. W.): identified, 
111, 225; and New England 
Club, 111; correspondence with, 
279N3, 285, 286, 287n, 42304, 
427110, 4290, 430, 479N, 507N2, 
512n; mentioned, 210-211, 373, 
379, 379; 410, 614, 643, 644, 666 

Wales, Judge (Connecticut), 85n12 

Walker, Mr. (barber, London), 51, 
998 

Walker, Mr. (lecturer, London), 140, 
965, 967 

Walker, Mr. (minister, Milehill and 
Bristol), 403, 578, 614 

Walker, Mrs. (wife of above, Bristol), 
569, $71, $74, 578 

Walker, Hannah (daughter of above, 
Bristol), 567, 568, 569-570, 578, 614 

Walker, Mr. (Lord of Littleham), 546 

Walker, Mr. (minister, Nottingham), 
786, 860, 894 

Walker, Mr. (Worcester), 853 

Wallace, Captain (Rose man of war), 


90 

Wallace, Mr. (young, drowned in 
Thames), 144 

Walsh, S. (London), 667 


Walter, The Reverend William 
(rector, Trinity Church, Boston), 
976, 994 

Walter, Mr. (Exeter), 202 

Walter, Mr. (Soho), 7008 

Waltham, Lord, 322 

Waltham Abbey Statute for Servants, 
948 

Waltham Cross, 62, 147, 153 

Ward, Joshua (Massachusetts), 102n13 

Ward, Mehitabel, see Ward, Mrs. 
Richard 

Ward, Miles (London), 7078 

Ward, Richard (Salem): identified, 
93, correspondence with, 111, 158 
167, 397, §81, 582, 591, 645, 720, 
755, 815, 829, 902, 908, 911, 920, 
929, 974, 975, 983, 1016, 1017, 1018 
1028; departs for London (1785), 
1031, 1035-1036; mentioned, 300, 
416, 427NI1 

Ward, Mrs. Richard (Mehitabel), 300, 
427N11, $81, 937, 1039, 1040-1041 

Ward, Samuel Curwen (son of 
Richard), 582 

Ward, Parson (Taunton), 449, 456 

Ward, Miss (Otterton), 454 

Ware, visits to, 147-149, 330-331 

Warren, Sir George, 369 

Warren, Dr. (Bishop of St. David’s, 
London), 724 

Warrington, visits to, 624, 628 

Washington, General George, 7, 85- 
86, 261, 283, 284, 285, 289, 290, 
397, 420; rumored taken prisoner, 
401; letters of, 695 

Washington, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 
588, 593 

Waterhouse, Samuel, 4 

Waterman, Captain (Delaware Bay), 
II 

Waters, Mr. (Exeter), 257-258; obe- 
lisk of, near Sidmouth, 454, 457 

Waters, Mr. (minister, Bridport), 456 
492 

Water works: in Chelsea, 46; at Vil- 
liers Street, Strand, 122, 127 

Wathington, Mr. (minister, Birming- 
ham), 349 

Watkins, Mr. (hosier, London, 997, 
1004 

Watson, Brooke, painting of, 707 

Watson, Dr. (Bishop of Landaff), 
987, 1017 

Watson, Mr. (Sidmouth), 472, 478, 


479 
Watson, Mr. (Bristol), 477 
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Watts, Dr. Isaac, 103, 744; Sacred to 
Virtue, 95-96 

Watts, Mr. (druggist, London), 927 

Waymouth, see Weymouth 

Webber, Mr. (London), 136 

Webster, Pelatiah, Jr.: identified, 6; 
companion in Philadelphia, 6, 9; 
on voyage Philadelphia to Dover, 
9, 10, 11, 20, 23; en route Dover to 


London, 24-26; companion in 
London, 26-30 passim, 37-38, 
38120, 45 


Wedderburne, Mrs. Sargent (Lon- 
don), 27 

Weischells Mrs. (singer, Covent Gar- 
den), 121 

Welch, Mr. (Birmingham), 212, 221 

Wells, visit to, 244, 246 

Welman, Mr. (Taunton), 449 

Welmot, see Wilmot 

Wenlock, visit to, 620 

Wesley (Westley), John, 109, 183, 
398, 400, 402, 593, 594 

West, Benjamin (London): iden- 
tified, 132-133; paintings of, 139 

West, Ebenezer: identified, 443; cor- 
respondence with, 511n8, 750, 974; 
companion in London, 726, 727, 


731, 732, 734, 736, 739, 751, 757; 
mentioned, 446n, 86 


2, 954 

West, Captain Nathaniel (brother of 
Ebenezer) (London), 954, 958, 
959 

West, Mr., and child Hester (Lon- 
don), 7005 

Westley, John, see Wesley, John 

Westminster Abbey, see Churches and 
Meeting Houses, London 

Westminster Bridge (London), 66:7, 
670, 675, 734, 768, 772, 828, 833, 
836, 847, 852, 854, 856, 880, 887, 
907, 927, 934, 938, 941, 977, 984, 
985, 996 

Westminster Hall, visits to, 113, 141- 
142, 156, 166, 171, 175-176, 694, 
1001 

Westwood, Mr. (buttonmaker, Bir- 
mingham), 343 

Wettingshall, Miss (London), 967 

Weymouth, see also Wymouth 

Weymouth, Lord, 239-241 

Weymouth (Waymouth), Mr. (Exe- 
ter), 201, 424, 430, 471, 512, 518 

Weymouth, Mrs. (Exeter), 470, 472, 


477 

Weymouth (Waymouth), Miss(es) 
(Sidmouth), 207, 208, 257, 296, 
303, 472 
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Weymouth, Betsey, (Sidmouth), 257, 
470 

Weymouth, visit to, 483-484 

Whatley, Mr. (Alderman, Bristol), 


567 

Wheelwright, Mr. (young, of Bos- 
ton), 739 

White, Isaac, 645 

White, J. (London), goz 

White, Miss Mary (Exeter), 205, 207, 
208,,/256,9 260,202, 271902775, 270, 
286, 300, 304, 305, 309, 416, 423, 
427, 446, 452, 478, 511, §20, 533, 
563 

White, Nat (minister, London), 33, 
44, 92, 138, 141, 167, 180, 650, 656, 
660, 666 

White, Samuel (?) (Exeter), 206, 259- 
260,827.14, 0270,0297 512035294, 5297; 
304, 310, 420, 421, 423, $30, $63, 
895, 896, 909, 947 

White, Councillor (near Exeter), 424, 


442 

White, Mr., death of, 440 

White, Miss (Plymouth), 305 

Whitefield (Whitefeild), Dr. (minis- 
ter, London), 41, 723 

Whitelock (Whitlock), Mr. (Lon- 
don), 35, 36, 38, 39, 46, 146, 153, 
178, 179, 662, 724 

Whitestonehill, visit to, 290 

Whitgift, Archbishop, tomb of, 179 

Whitmore, Lydia (servant, Salem), 
908 

Whitty, Mr. (carpet manufacturer, 
Axminster), 412, 473 

Whitworth, Mr. (bound for Boston), 


131 

Wilcox, Mr. (clerk, Bristol), 405-406 

Wildman, Mr. (his horse Lubin at 
Exeter races), 459 

Wilkes, John, 49, 74, 116-117, 117-118, 
164, 994; and election of Cham- 
berlain, 173, 175, 176; meeting of, 
with King, 876-877 

Wilkinson, Mr. (London), 162 

Wilkinson, Mr. (Birmingham), 212, 
215, 216, 218, 219, 220-221, 344, 


358 

Wilkinson, Mrs. (Birmingham), 220- 
221 

Wilkinson, Miss (Birmingham), 216, 
220, 221 


Wilkinson, Mr. (Brosley), 638, 639 
Willard, Abel: identified, 318; death 
of, 804n1; mentioned, 322-331, 

740, 761, 767 
Willard, Mrs. Abel, 767 


Index 


Willard, Colonel (London), 983 

William, Mr. (Welch minister), 400 

William, Mr. (in chage of King’s cut- 
lery), 810 

William (servant of Mr. Erving), ap- 
parition of, 540-541 

Williams, Jonathan (London), 895, 
913, 914, 916, 922, 931 

Williams, Captain, 283 

Williams, Mr. (minister, London), 65 

Williams, Mr. (schoolmaster, Wales), 
388 

Williams, Miss (London), 792, 794, 
795, 796 

Wills, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 606, 673 

Wilmot (Welmot), Mr. (member of 
Parliament), 861, 864, 866 

Wilson, Mr. (London), 130 

Wilson, Mrs. (landlady, London), 79, 
80, 81, 85, 86, 88, 89, 92, 103-104, 
110, 116, 119, 141, 143, 146 

Wilson, Mrs. (actress, Covent Gar- 
den), 320, 962 

Wilton, Mr. (minister, London), 772 

Wilton, visit to, 191-192 

Windcat, Mr. (Bridgeton), 466 

Windham, Lord, 192 

Windsor, visits to, 54-55, 769 

Wingate, Mrs. (Exeter), 308 

Winpenny, Mr. (Bristol), 569 

Winpenny, Mr. (London), 798 

Winslow, Mrs. Samuel, allowance of, 
904 

Winstanley, Mr. (minister, London), 
66, 91, 653, 656 

Winterbottom, Mr. (London), 44 

Winthrop, Thomas Lindrell (Lin- 
dall), 768 

Wisely, Samuel (minister, London), 
63 

Wiswall, The Reverend John (Lon- 
don), identified, 119; companion 
in London, 120, 140, 720, 723, 739, 
745, 746, 747, 749, 752, 755, 758, 
759, 829, 830, 837, 838, 853, 854, 
858, 878, 885, 893, 908 

Witers, Mr. (Mason, London), 684 

Withers, Mr. (Limestone [Limson]), 
460, 461, 480, 519, 550 

Wolfe, Miss (landlady, London), 945 

Wolverhampton: visits to, 370, 635- 
636; Mr. Timmins’ move to, 867 

Wood, Mr. (minister, Dudley), 222 

Woods, Mr. (silk mercer, London), 
983, 995 

Woodstock, visit to, 339 

Wookey (Wokey, Okey) 
(cavern, Mendip), 242-243 


Hole 


Woolridge, Adam (London), 790 

Woolwich, visit to, 740-741 

Worcester, visits to, 211, 371, 679, 
641-642 

Wormley, visit to, 937-932 

Worthington, Mr. (minister, Lon- 
don), 163, 654, 659, 759, 982, 996, 
1009 

Worthington, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 
407-408 

Wraxall, Mr. (Bristol), 566, 568, 583, 
596, 606, 614, 648 

Wrentmore, Mr. (Hotwells), 379 

Wright, Sampson (London), 52 

Wright, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 403, 
407, 409, 456, 567, 575, 578, 582, 
584, 586, 597, 600, 602, 604, 606, 
607, 609, 614, 644, 646, 857 

Wrighten, Mrs. (singer, Covent Gar- 
den), 121 

Wronghead, Sir Francis, 634 

Wycherley, William, The Country 
Wife, 320 and n4 

Wyer, Russell (Salem), 49-50, 93; dis- 
pleasure at, 756, 815, 1027-1028, 
1029-1030, 1039, 1040, 1041; stu- 
pidity of, 970, 917 
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Wyer, Thomas (New York), 785 

Wymouth, Mr. (druggist, Exeter), 
203. See also Weymouth 

Wynkope, Captain (at Lake Cham- 
plain), 274 

Wynne, Captain, 457 

Wynne, Lady Dowager, 757 

Wynnes, Sir Watkins Williams, 64, 
66-67, 335 

Wynnes, Mr. (London), 72 


“XURXUBXURzxX for me,” 363 


Yates, Mr. (Ebford), 448, 508; death 
of, 552 

Yates, Mr. (mate), 35 

Yeatman, Mr. (minister, Bristol), 64 

Yeats, Mrs. (London), 787 

[Yonatts? ], Mrs. (Honiton), 492 

Young, Sir George, 293, 294, 415, 453, 
454, 737 

Young, H. (London), 677 

Young, Sir William, 291, 293 

Young, Mr. (London), 700 

Young, Miss (actress), 730 

Yount, Mrs. (Honiton), 458 
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even the weather, the journal traces Curwen’s 
nine years of exile. It also briefly details his de- 
parture from Salem, his short and alarming sojourn 
in Philadelphia where he found the political climate 
no less unfavorable, and his subsequent sea voyage 
to England. | 

The Journal of Samuel Curwen, Loyalist is the first 
in a series of Loyalist Papers, a long-term program 
to be undertaken independently by a number of 
publishers in Britain, Canada, and the United States. 
The program will locate, gather, and make available 
documents that place in perspective those Americans 
who, at the time of the Revolution, remained loyal 
to the Crown. 

Andrew Oliver, a student and collector of Ameri- 
can portraits, was long a distinguished member of 
the bar in New York City and now resides in 
Boston. He is First Vice President of the New-York 
Historical Society, a member of the Council of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, a Commissioner 
of the National Portrait Gallery, and author of 
Faces of a Family (1960), Portraits of John and 
Abigail Adams (HUP 1967), and Portraits of John 
Quincy Adams and His Wife (HUP 1970). 


Published for the Essex Institute, Salem, Massachusetts. 
SBN 674-48 380-4. 


Also by Andrew Oliver 
Portraits of John and Abigail Adams 

“This is a study of exhaustive thoroughness and impeccable scholar- 
ship... It is an impressively beautiful and definitive book.” 


—Charles Coleman Sellers in the New England Quarterly 


“To have assembled this mass of information is in itself an impressive 
achievement; to have welded it together into a highly readable narrative 
is an even greater one... It... should be read for the light it throws 
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